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FOREWORD 

Sampling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for 
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sam
pling methods permitted the collection of statistics on a larger number of 
inquiries than had heretofore been possible, the release of preliminary 
population statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many 
social and economic characteristics of the population at a relatively low 
cost. 

This report is based on tabulations of a five-percent sample or the popu
lation returns ~nd presents data on the personal and economic characteris
tics of the men and women in each occupation at the time of the 1940 census. 
The occupation data shown in this publication supplement those presented in 
Volume III of the Sixteenth Decennial Census Reports on Population, entitled 
"The Labor Force." This report was prepared under the supervision of 
Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief Statistician for Population, and Dr. A. Ross 
Eckler, Assistant Chief Statistician, by William H. Mautz, Chief -of Eco
nomic Statistics, Dr. Barry Casper, and David L. Kaplan. The sampling pro
cedures were under the direction of Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical 
Adviser. 
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OCCUPATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

INTRODUCTION 
GENERAL 

This report presents data on the personal and economic 
characteristics of the men and women in each occupation, based 
on tabulations of a five-percent sample of the returns or the 
Sixteenth Decennial Census of Population, taken in April 1940.1 
The subjects included are color, age, years of school com
pleted, employment status, class or worker, hours worked during 
the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, months worked in 1939, dura
tion of unemployment, and industry·. Statistics on all of these 
subjects are presented for the United States, and data on sev
eral subjects are shown for four broad regions and by urban
rural residence. · 

The statistics presenteu in this report, together with 
those presented in Volume III of the Reports on Population, 
entitled "The Labor Force," and those in another report in this · 
series, entitled ''Usual Occupation," constitute a body or in
formation which describes the occupational structure of the 
American labor forpe in peacetime. Many of the statistics in
cluded in this report were made available to war agencies in 
advance of publication for use in planning and administering 
war programs. For example, data on the number and distribution 
or workers in March 1940 in those occupations in which wartime 
shortages subsequently developed have been useful in connection 
with the allocation of war contracts and the establishment of 
training programs. Similarly, figures on the age of workers in 
each occupation have been userul in the determination of Selec
tive Service policies With respect to occupational deferment, 
and as measures of the extent to which military needs for per
sons with particular skills would be met by alternative defer
ment policies. 

REI.A.TED REPORTS 

The statistics in this report supplement the occupation 
data pres·ented in Volume III of the Reports on Population. The 
data in Volume III (comprising the third series Population bul
letins) are based on tabulations of the complete census returns 
and are presented for the United States, States, and large 
cities. The number of men and women employed in each of the 
451 occupations which comprise the complete 1940 census occupa
tion classification is shown for States and cities of 100,000 
or more. The intermediate lists of occupations (167-items for 
males and 76 items for females) are cl"0ss-classified' in that 
volume with the following subjects not shown in•this report: 
Wage or salary income in 1939, race, and marital status by age. 
In addition, the industrial distribution of persons in each 
major occupation group is given for states and cities of 250 ,000 
or more. Volume III also presents statistics for persons in 
the labor force on such subjects as industry, wage or salary 
income in 1939, and marital status, as well as on most of .the 
subjects shovm in this report. 

Occupation statistics for small areas are presented, in 
terms of majo~ occupation groups, in Volume II of the Reports 
on Population, · entitled "Characteristics of the Population." 
That volume, which contains data for States, all urban places, 
counties, and principal metropolitan districts, includes sta
tistics on the general characteristics of the population, as 
well as on employment status of persons 14 years old and over, 
and class of worke~ and industry for empYoyed persons. 

This report is one of a series of publications under the 
general title "The Labor Force--Sample Statistics." The spe
cific titles or other reports in this series which are· closely 

1 'rhe 1940 Population Census schedule is reproduced in Part I ot 
Volume III and Part 1 ot Volume IV ot the Sixteenth Census Reports on 
Population. The instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in 
these volumes. 

related to occupation statistics and a brief summary or the 
subjects covered are shown below:2 

Usual Occupation.~ Data on the usual occupation of per
sons in the ex:perienced labor force cross-classified with 
color, age, nativity and citizenship, and current or last 
major occupation group, for the United States, states, and 
large cities; data on the usual occupation of persons not in 
the labor rorce, according to color, age, and marital sta
tus, for the United States and regions, urban and rural. 

Industrial Characteristics.--Statistics on the industrial 
characteristics of the ex:perienced labor force (except per
sons on public emergency work), cross-classified with color, 
nativity and citizenship, age, employment status, class of 
worker, major occupation group, months worked in 1939, and 
other subjects, for the United-States and for regions. 

GEOGBAPHIC AREAS 

Occupation statistics on most of the subjects included in 
this report are presented for each of four regions. The accom
panying map shows the States included in each region. Regional 
figures are not given for the other characteristics presented 
in this report partly because of lack of publication space and 
partly because errors due to sampling are larger in the small 
cell frequencies often found in the detailed cross-classifica
tions for regions. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 

It has been necessary to omit from the tables in this 
report some of the occupation statistics that were tabulated. 
Omissions were dictated partly by limited funds for publication 
and partly by considerations .of the reliability of the data, 
since comparatively large sampling, errors are sometimes encountered 
in the more detailed cross-classifications for categories 
containing only a small number of persons. 

Cross-classifications of occupation with age, years of 
school completed, class of worker, hours worked during the cen
sus week, months worked in 1939, and duration of unemployment 
are available, by sex and color, for each of the tour regions, 
urban and rural. Data on occupation by industry (as shown in 
table 19) have been tabulated by sex and color, for the United 
States, urban and rural. Data on years of school completed by 
all persons. in the labor force are available, by employment 
status, sex, and color, for regions, urban and rural. 

The unpublished statistics, so far as the.figures are 
large enough to be significant, can be ma.de available upon 
request, for the cost of transcribing or reproducing them. Re
quests for such statistics, addressed to the Director of the 
census, Washington, D. C., will receive a prompt reply which 
will"include an estimate of the cost of preparing the data. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 

In several of the tables figures are shown separately for 
urban and rural areas. Urban population, as defined by the 
Bureau of the Census, is in general that residing in cities and 
other incorporated places having 2;500 inhabitants or more. 
The remainder ot the population is classified as rural. 

EYPI.O'YMENT STATUS 

The classification by employment status in the 1940 Census 
of Population was obtained from ~uestions regarding the activ
ity during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, of all persons 14 

2 At the time this report goes to press in June ot 1943, the repo"1fa 
referred to in this paragraph are in various stages or campletion, and 
it is possib1e that minor changes ma:r be made before publication. 

1 



2 THE LABOR FORCE-SAMPLE STATISTICS 
::::: ::r..::: c•:er. ':'tese questions per:nitted a classification 

t>'I a lfa!'fe '~To:.;;:s: ?ersons in the labor force, includ-
1~1~: tr.::::': Gt 11.Grr:, thJse with a job tut temporarily absent from 

t~:s:e :r. ;::;;::11:: e:r:ergen·::~· work, and those seeking work; 
;::'.'.! pe:-s:!'ls r::it in the labor force. The latter group in
:: L :•:2 ;:er2:;.s re;:rted 5.S engaged in own home housework, those 
i:-: s:-:~o·:;:, -:h:::;se unatle ta wor:r:, all in.11ates of penal and mental 
1:':2tit:~t1:r..2 and t:.:::es for the aged, infirm, and needy regard
:e::s :f t ::eir activity dc;ril'l(: the census week; others not at 

c:n'.i :;:•:;t havir1g a ~:b, not on public err::ergency work, and 
:::t see,:in . .:: wcr!:; and persons for whorr: employment status was 
:;,:it re;:,srted. The ·:C:.ri:i;.;.s cc::.tegcries of persons in the labor 
::::r::e a:·-.a nc::. 1:. tr~e later fcrce during the census week are 
s~:r .. "n&r!zec. !er t.t.e Uri1~ed States, ty sex, in table I. 

:iii~~·-~:=~;~~::'.~~?j=-~fi~~~~~~,~~~~;·;:~ The group ;: (a) "At 
11cl"!<:ed for ;'ay· er p•of1t at any time 

1Ei40, in private work or 
or government wor:r:, or 

a fl:i::.117 far:;-, <::r in a family busi
~:~ tu.:: r..r:.t :.t 'liork"--persons not 

l~~~ ~~~ !~~~ 1 ~~b;,~r~'lsi~~;~~s, th~rw;~fe~= 
:!"::: ¥1:;1::r~ they \\ere te:;;iorarily absent 

:~y~;~~ t~,~~· e;~~;,~~~~ 1~;~~t;;:~E di:~~~e de;~~i~:ai~= . 
t: \ll,Q!'!". ':;, a. !:;:JE;i:!"i:: Cate. The group 

!:'::-1er;;:en::y wr:.!'!:)" inc:ludes not 

Li.:;;:,~~~;:~~~~~~s;cr;.:~~rs, other self-

:::::. tegor; includes persons 
to ZG, i;.40, were at work 

""'"·'~"''''G''" .. wi:;ri-: prcjects conducted 
i_ WPA), the National 

,,,.. _ ··~- •. tr.e :1v111sn Conservation Corps 
..• .-."'1 wsrr: relier at:encies. 

persons without 
G4 to 7£, 1940, Who 

:l:..!'1~ th&t week. The group 
_ int".: experienced workers and new 
.:.•1 ".:t~r oei::.,;: pers::ins Who had not previously 

:"or :;r..e ::ic.r.tt or more. Persons seeking 
ex:::ierlence was lacking were 

'-'.l!:::!!!l"l!'2!~r":l"•ri 'll!OT'Kfl"S. 

l:i .• t not f.!t wort were classified as em
strl::t defin1tion or the "With a job" cate-

he:t tllese persons were reported as not 
eli111mte all except those woo would 

trom Which they were tempora
Ili.lml.A'l'r or :Per:sons employed (except 

1r, t.te United States. less than three 
mv1r.1f! a but oot at work. In some 

occupations, howeve.r, the proportion of employed persons who 
were not at work during the ci;insus week was substantial. T.hls 
was especially true in those occupations which tend to be sea
sonal in character. The nurriber of persons with- a job but not 
at work should therefore be taken into account in any analysis 
of time lost from work. In this report {table 9) , the number 
of wage or salary workers at work, and the number with a joh 
but not at work, in each occupation are presented for tt~e 
united States, urban and rural, and for regions. The indus
trial distribution of all persons with a job but not at wo1•k 1s 
sJ:iown in the report entitled "The Labor Force--Sample Statis
tics, Industrial Characteristics." 

Because of confusion on the part of t".he enwnerators unct 
respondents regarding the classification o:f certain. types or 
public emergency work, and reluctance on the part of some per
sons to report that they were on emergency work, a considerable 
number of public emergency workers were i:nproperly clasE~ifieri 
b the census returns. The most com.':1on type of misclassif !ca
tion was the reporting of emergency workers as "at work." ul
thous-h there is also evidence that considerable numbers were 
classified as "seeking work. 113 

Difficulties in employment status classification.3- It is 
sometimes difficult to obtain a reliable employment statu~~ 
classification for women because most of them are normally 
engaged at least to some extent in home housework, tl1ough ttie~· 
may also be workiug for pay or profit or at unpaid family work. 
For example, women wi.th part-time jobs and women wr!o had lost 
their jobs and were keeping house while looking for another 
employment opportunity may have been reported in some cases as 
engaged in own home housework. The difficulties in employment 
status classification of both women and children were especially 
great in rural areas, since it is very often hard to distin
guish between work for pay or profit or unpaid f&mily work on 
the one hand, and incidental farm chores and home housework on 
the otl'ler. In addition, many students working part time utter 
school hours were probably reported as in school, as were a 
large proportion of those on the· NYA Student Work Program. 

For persons 65 years of age and over, and to some extent 
for those 55 to 64 years old, it is difficult to draw the line 
between able-bodied persons seeking work and disabled or re
tired persons no longer in the labor force. Moreover, many men 
in these age groups at the time of the census had been forced 
into retirement because of their inability to compete with 
younger workers, although they were still able and willinr, to 
work. 

The category "Employment status not reported" includes tv.o 
groups: (a) Persons reported as not in the labor force but not 
assigned to any specific category, who constituted about one
fifth of the 1, 987, 140 persons in the category "Employment sta
tus not reported;" and (b) those for whom enumerators did not 
obtain enough information to determine whether they were in tlle 
labor force, .epresenting four-fifths of tl~e total. The entire 
category is included in the total of persons not in the labor 
force, in the 1940 census reports, because most or the persons 
in group (b) were in classes of the population in which the 
proportion in the labor force is low. on the basis of avail
able evidence, it seems probable that not more t:tian 500, 000 or 
these 1, 987, 140 persons for whom employment status was not re.
ported would have been classified as in the labor force i1' full 
inrorrnation had been obtained. Data on the characteristics ot 
persons for whom employment status was not reported are pre
sented in the report entitled "Characteristics or Persons Not 
in the Labor Force." 

Comparability with previous census data for gainful y.•ork'":" 
ers.3_ The 1940 data on the labor force are not directly com
parable with the census statistics for gain:ful workers in 1930 
and earlier years, partly because of differences in de:r ini tlon 
and Partly because or differences in the types of questions 
upon Which the data were based. "Gainful workers" were persons 
reported as having a gainful occupation, regardless of whether 
they were working at the time or the census. The labor force 
is de!ined in the 1940 census on the basis o:r act iv! ty during 
the week or March 24 to 30. Certain classes of persons. such 
as retired workers, some inmates or institutions, recently 
incapacitated workers, and seasonal workers neither working nor 
seeking work at the time of the census, were frequently in
cluded among gainful workers in 1930, but in general, such per
sons are not in the 1940 labor force. On the other hand , the 
1940 labor rorce includes persons seeking work without previous 
work experience, that is, new workers, and persons reported as 

3 
!'or a more complete discussion ot this subject- eee Part 1 o"l: Vol.• 

Wile III ot the Reports on PopUlation. 
1 
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in the labor force for whom neither occupation nor industry was 
entered' on the schedule. Most of the relatively few new workers 
at the time of the 1930 and earlier censuses .were probably not 
counted as gainful workers. Likewise, some persons who were 
actually gain!Ul workers, but for whom neither occupation nor 
industry was reported, were not included in the gainful worker 
figures for 1930 and earlier years. 

These differences probably do not seriously affect the 
comparison of the total labor force in 1940 with the total num
ber of gainful workers in 1930 and earlier years, since the 
groups classified as in the labor force in 1940 but not counted 

3 gainful workers in 1930 and earlier years at least partly 
offset the groups included in 1930 but not in 1940. For partic
ular occupation groups, however, the number returned as in the 
labor force in 1940 may have been far different from the number 
who would have been counted as gainful workers if the 1930 pro
cedure had been used. 

The 1940 labor force figures are restricted to persons 14 
years old and over, whereas the number of gainful workers shown 
in earlier censuses included persons 10 years old and over. 
The number or workers 10 to 13 years old has become relatively 
small and no longer justifies the additional burden of enumera
tion and tabulation necebsary to retain the 10-year age limit. 
In making comparisons between the 1940 labor force data and the 
gainful worker statistics rn earlier census reports, the slight 
difference in age limits should be taken into consideration. 

Changes in census dates also affect the comparison of 1940 
data with those for earlier years. In 1900 the census was 
taken as of June 1, whereas in 1910 it was taken April 15, and 
in 1920, January l; in both 1930 and 1940, the census date was 
April 1. These changes may have had a pronounced effect, 
especially in agricultural areas, on the size of the group re
turned as gainful workers and on their occupational and indus
t~t al distribution. 

OCCUPATION 

In the 1940 census, an inquiry relating to occupation4 was 
made of all persons 14 years old and over in the labor force 
during the census week. For employed persons and for persons 
on public emergency work, this question referred to the "cur
rent" job, or the Job on which they were eng-c:iged during the 
census week. For persons seeking work, the question referred 
to the ttlast" job, or the job on which they were most recently 
engaged for one month or more. A second inquiry on occupation4 

was made of a five-percent cross section of all persons 14 
years old and over, regardless of whether they were in the 
labor force during the census week. This question asked for 
"usual" occupation, or the occupation the person .regarded as 
his usual occupation and at which he was still physically able 
to work. For both of these inquiries, however, the enumerators 
were instructed to make no occupation entry for persons who had 
never worked full time for one month or more. It should be 
noted, therefore, that all occupation data for persons seeking 
work are restricted to ex:perienced workers, since "new workers," 
by definition, had never worked on a job for one month or more. 

The data presented in this report are based on the first 
of the two occupation inquiries mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph; hence, the statistics refer to "current" or "last" 
occupation, rather than to "usual" occupation. The tables. do 
not give figures for persons on public emergency work. Although 
the question for such persons referred to the v:ork on the pub
lic emergency project (their current job), many of these work
ers reported the occupation of their most recent nonemergency 
job or of the job in which they were usually engaged. V9lume 
III of the Reports on Population presents, for each St~te, the 
current occupation of persons on public emergency work, in 
terms of eight major occupation groups. 1.:ore detailed data on 
the usual occupation of emergency workers (derived from the 
second of the two inquiries mentioned' in the preceding para
graph) will be shown in the report entitled "The Labor Force-
Sample Statistics, Usual Occupation." 

The statistics for most of the subjects shown in the 
detailed tables of this report are presented separately for 
employed persons (except on public emergenc~' wor}:) and for 
experienced workers seeking work, because of the difference 
between these two groups of workers in time reference of occu
pation. This separation makes possible an analysis of the 
differences in characteristics bet~een the persons employed in 
a specific occupation and the persons whose last jobs were in 
that occupation but who were seeking work at tl:.e time of the 

4 For exact phrasing ot the questions, complete detini tions, and 
other technical details, see the instructions to enU!llerators which are 
reproduced in Part l ot Volume III nt the Reports on Population. 

census. In tables 13 to 16, however, these two groups of work
ers are combined since the data (months worked) refer to the 
year 1939, whereas the em9loyment status classification is 
based on activity during the census weer: of March 24 to 30, 
1940. 

Structure of the occupation classif1cation.-The occupation 
classification used for the 1940 census contains 451 titles, 
arranged in 11 major occupation groups. Of these 451 titles 
221 represent distinct occupations. The remaining 230 title~ 
in the 451-item census occupation classification represent in
dustry subdivisions of five occupations: "Proprietors, manag
ers, and officials;" ''Foremen;" "Inspectors;" "Operatives and 
kindred workers;" and "Laborers." 

The use of the 451-ite:n list is restricted to the presen
tation of occupation information for employed workers by sex in 
Volume III of the Reports on Population. In this re;:iort, 
intermediate occupation lists of 167 items for males and 76 
items for females are used in presenting the cross-classifica
tions of occupation with the various characteristics. These 
lists were made up chiefly by combining occupations in the 
detailed list or 451 occupations that are closely related or 
numerically small. The composition of eact of the intermediate 
occupations in terms of the detailed occupations is shown in 
the Appendix of this report. 

The occupation lists used in table 19 which consist or 
116 itew£ for males and 52 items for femaies, are basically 
identical with the intermediate lists used in the other tables 
of this report. Since occupation is cross-classified with 
industry in table 19, it is obviously un.~ecessar-; to show the 
industry subdivisions in the occupation lists. Also, the t1;::i 
intermediate occupations which form the major group "Farm 
laborers and foremenn are not shown separately in table 1£; 
because the entire group is restricted to a sir.gle 1ndustFJ, 
"Agriculture," and the nmnber of persons i!l each or t.r .. e two 
component occupations, nFarm laborers {wage workers} and farm 
foremen" and ''Farm laborers {unpaid family workers), 11 is avail
able from other tables in this report. on the other hand, 
three of the intermediate occupations for :nales (''Designers and 
draftsmen, 11 "Stationa:rJ engineers, cranernen, and hoist:nen." and 
"Other specified laborers") are shown in greater detail in 
table 19 than in the other tables because of the special inter
est in the industrial distribution or the persons in these 
particular occupations. 

With very few exceptions, the 451 items in tbe complete 
1940 classification are convertible to the 327-item Converti
bility List of Occupations which was designed by an inter
departmental Joint Committee on Occupational Classification 
(sponsored by the Central Statistical Board and the .American 
Statistical Association) to increase comparability among occu
pation statistics compiled by various governmental and private 
agencies. The principal difference between the two classifica
tions arises from a more detailed industrial subdivision in the 
census classification, of proprietors, managers, ar.d Officials; 
foremen; inspectors; operatives; and laborers. The census 
intermediate list of 167 items for males is, with two minor 
exceptions, convertible to the st~ndard intermediate Converti
bility List of 99 occupations, a shorter standard list de.vised 
for the use of agencies not requiring a detailed classif ica
tion. The census intermediate list of 76 iterrs for fe~ales ar.d 
the 99-ite:n Converti.o1lity List are both convertible to a some
what broader grouping of occupations. 

The Bureau of the census has published the ttAlpr,abetical. 
Index of Occupations and Industries: 1940" wri.ich gi·..res an 
alphabetical list of approximately 25,000 occupation designa
tions and shows t!'ie categor.r of the co:r.plete census occupation 
classification to v:hich each occupation returr. should be 
assigned. This pu·o11c:s.tion also includes an s.J.:;:ir.abetical list 
of some 9,500 industr:.' designations and the catrgorf of the 
complete census industFJ classifica:ti::m to •1;hich -each industFJ 
return should be assigned. Tte 3ureau of the ::ensus has also 
published the "Classified Index of Occu:::;ations: 194C," in 
which the 25,000 occupation designations are arranged according 
to the 451 categories in the census list. 

Difficulties in the classification of occupations.~The 
task of classifying the enumerators' returns on occupation 
would be difficult enough if all the returns \':ere specific and 
accurate descrintions of tr,e occupatiom: concerned, since it 
involves the assi?!':.'18!lt of r.iany thousar.ds of different designa
tions to one or another of the 451 titles co::;·prisil1€ tte :nost 
detailed census occupational classification. It is made more 
difficult, however, ·oy the fail:ire o:!.' mimy enumerators to 
return exact desi;::n&tions of specif!~ :::iccupations. Inderlni te 
returns resulted in some cases from carelessness on the part of 
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the enu.~erators or from tteir lack ot knowledge of occupational 
des1gnat1cns. In otter cases, the housewives and others from 
wt:xr; tte enumerators obtained their information did not know 
the spec1fi:: occupaticns of the persons to whom the questions 
referred. 

In instances, however, indefinite occupation returns 
car. be to the proper classification through an exami-
nat1or.:. of other entries on the schedule. For example, the 
ret:.:rn unr-;.;ggist" can orten be assigned to the occupation class 
"Pt.arma::1sts" or to tl:1e class "Proprietors, ... Drug store" on 
tte basis or suet collateral information as age, education, 
class of worker, and wage or salar"J income. Likewise, a person 
fer wr.om tte return was si:nply ''Farm laborer" can usually be 
classified as a wo!'ker o!' as an unpaid family worker on 
tte bB.sis of entries for family relationship, age, and 
re::ei;t of income. 

'!'te in:::i:.istr-; reti~rn ir: partfoular is often of great assist
an:::e 1;. the class1f1::at10n -cf an occupation; in fact, for many 
of t:r.e ite::is in the occupat1cna1 list some dependence on indus
try is esser.tial. This is t~ye not only of those in which the 
::icc;.;::iat11:im11 ,::.esignati0r.. itself involves reference to an indus-

''S:;::i:1:::.er, c:itto:;. :n1ll"), but also of other cases where 
t.te ret,;rn in tte :!.n::.istr:: column indirectly points out the 

cc::u;,atlona:.. classif1::at1on. A return of occupation and 
''Salesman, pushcart," for exa11ple, would be classi

''HI.<cki::te!'s and peddlers" rather than under "Sales-

To SO!""..e exter:t the d1!f1ci<lt1es in the classification of 
oc".::u;.tatbr.s grcw oc.t cf the nature or the occupations them
selves. At SOl!le points in wt.at might be tenned the occupational 
ser!e! the gr:::u::;i:: are ::lear-cut and distinct. A cabinetmaker, 
fer e¥..ample !s '.iist1r.guished rrozr. a plumber or a brick

in the series the occupations do not 
or convenient groups but shade 

:.!':: :ne su::h fashion as to call for aL'OOst 
i:::.r:"it!'ilir; bll':lcations tc standard grcups or classes. 

Fro::: tr.is it fellows that some parts of the occupation 
".!:k:.;:zificB.tion rust te accepted as representing categories less 
a:c:'..;rately and spec1rlcally de!ined than the cabinetmakers 

and b:r1c.daye:rs mentioned above. Frequently, ther~ 
d1!!1culty 1n d1st1:::.gu1shing. !er example, between trained 

!'.:nd p:racti::al nurses, between technical engineers and 
.,,,.,.,,,..,.,.,"'.~' e!"'.e!;ineen, or between truck drivers and deliverymen, 

of lllit.1 ::h the figures for these occupations must be 
considered some'lllr~at less accurate than the figures representing 

not 1n-.olved in difficulties of this kind. Addi
deta11 regarcir.e class1!icat1on problems will be pre

s11n:.ted in h subsequi:nt report. 

materially the total amount of misclassification in the occupa
tion statistics as a whole. It did, however, remove the most 
obviously visible misclassifications. 

At the time the detailed occupational tabulations were 
taken up in 1940, there was urgent demand for the occupation 
figures and other data coming from the same machine tabula
tions, and the fUnds available for the completion of these tab
ulations were limited. It was decided, therefore, to forego, 
for the most part, the process of checking the questionable 
cards back to the schedules and to make no attempt to check up 
occasional returns of unusual occupations for women and chil
dren, except in those extreme cases where the occupation seemed 
to be quite impossible, as, for example, women returned as 
locomotive engineers. Returns of this latter class were ad
justed, and all cases where the questionable item represented 
considerable numbers were looked up and corrected; but small 
numbers of borderline cases, such as women returned as black
smiths, were allowed to remain. 

The figures for women in these unusual occupations are, 
therefore, not comparable with those for 1930 and any nominal 
increase wl').ich the figures may show should be regarded as pos
sibly the result of the change in procedure. In particular, 
these nominal increases should not be interpreted as indicating 
an expansion of the field of female activities.D 

The situation with respect to both the returns and the 
tabulated data for children in occupations unusual for children 
is practically the same as that just outlined with respect ·to 
the data for women in unusual occupations, and the same cau
tions should be expressed with respect to the use of these fig
ures. In particular, a nominal increase in the number of 
children in any age group in a given occupation, especially if 
the total number is small, should not be interpreted as neces
sarily indicating an increase in the number of children actu
ally following that occupation. 0 

Comparability with occupation data from earlier censuses.
No comparisons of the 1940 census data on occupation with simi
lar data from the 1930 and earlier censuses are included in 
this report. such comparisons are complicated by four impor
tant considerations. 

In the first place, gainful workers, the group for which 
occupation statistics were presented in previous censuses, are 
not directly comparable with the 1940 labor force. 

Second, the occupation data shown here do not cover the 
entire labor force. For persons on public emergency work, no 
data on occupation are presented. 

Third, the occupations rep6rted for 1930 and previous 
years did not necessarily apply to the current jobs of employed 
workers, or to the latest jobs of unemployed workers. Conse
quently, it is difficult to determine to what extent the :f'1g
ures for these earlier censuses may represent usual rather than 
current or latest occupations. In the :;.940 census, on the 
other hand, the inquiries were designed to obtain current occu
pation for employed workers and latest· occupation for persons 
seeking work. 

Finally, the 1940 classification of occupation dirrers 
from that used in previous censuses. The occupation classiri
cations used for the 1910, 1920, and 1930 censuses differed in 
relatively minor respects only, so that the occupation statis
tics for these censuses are reasonably comparable. The clas
sification adopted for the 1940 census, however, di:rrers 
considerably from that used for these earlier censuses, with 
respect to arrangement. and content of titles. In 1930, ror 
example, most of the 534 occupation titles were grouped under a 
few major industrial headings ("Agriculture," ''Forestry and 
fishing, 11 "Extraction of minerals," etc.) , based upon the in
dustcy in which the occupation was most commonly followed. In 
1940, the 451 occupation titles are grouped into 11 major sub
divisions which are essentially occupation groups ("Profes
sional and semiprofessional workers," "Craftsmen, foremen, and 
kindred workers," "Operatives and kindred workers," etc. ) , 

D The tallowing occupation groups include the occupation!il 1'or which 
the data tor temales should be interpreted with spec:l 91 caution: 
"Other crattsmen and kindred workers," "Other speci1'1ed opera'l:J.ves and 
kindred workers," "Protective service 'WOrkers," and nMisce11aneous 
specified laborers.• For the detailed occupations which comprise 
th:se groups, see List B, Appendix. 

Occupations that are unusual tor children under 18 years or age 
include many occupations in the major groups. "Pro1'essional and semi
professional workers" and "Farmers and farm manag~rs;" and most 01' the 
occupations in the major groups "Proprietors, managers, and or:rioia1s, 
:xTcept rarm," "Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers," and "Protec-

i e service workers." Most ot the children returned.as cra:rtsmen or 
proteaaio:nal workers were doubtless, in tact, apprentices or assistants. 
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l?egardless or industrial attachment. In addition, many titles 
appear in the classification for one year but not for the 
<)ther, and even similar titles in the two classifications are 
sometimes different in actual coverage. At many points, there
Jrore, the two classifications are not directly comparable 
~~lthough for occupations having well-defined standards of edu: 
~:::ation and experience, especially for many professional and 
skilled-craft occupations, the comparability is adequate for 
most purposes • Studies are being made to determine for each 
·t1 tle in the 1940 classification the most nearly comparable 
·title or group of titles in the 1930 classification, and to 
~1etermine the degree of comparability where there is a differ-
1ence in coverage. The results or these studies, which will be 
:presented in a later publication, will facilitate the compari
JSon of occupation statistics for 1940 with those for earlier 
,census years. Although the adoption of the new occupation 
classification for the 1940 census has created some problems 
of comparability with past censuses, it is believed that this 
difficulty is outweighed by the advantages that result from the 
use of a classification which is comparable with those used by 
other agencies. 

Comparability with occupation data from other sources.~ 
The statistics on occupation collected by other agencies are 
not entirely comparable with census data because of differences 
in the methods of obtaining the information. Occupation clas
sifications based on the reports of employers may be expected 
to differ considerably from those based on interviews with 
employees. Likewise, data obtained from detailed interviews 
with individual workers may be considerably different from 
those obtained by the census method of house-to-house enumera
tion. In census enumeration, the information is frequently ob
tained from the wives of the workers or from other members of 
their households who may not be able to describe accurately the 
worker's occupation. Even when the respondent is entirely 
familiar with the worker's job, his description is often inex
act. Moreover, the enumerators frequently lack the technical 
knowledge needed to distinguish between closely related occupa
tions and to select the information most essential for accurate 
classification. 

Another reason for possible differences between statistics 
based upon house-to-house canvass and those collected from 
employers arises in the treatment of persons having two or more 
different jobs in a given week. Such persons are counted only 
once in the population census, being classified in the occupa
tion in which they worked the greater number of hours. They 
may be counted more than once, however, in reports collected 
from employers, since they appear on the weekly pay roll of 
more than one employer. For example, a per~on who devoted most 
of his time to working in a mine but in addition operated a 
farm was classified in the population census as a mine opera
tive. Such a person may have been included as a farm operator 

by an agency collecting statistics on agricultural employment 
and also as a mine worker by an agency collecting statistics on 
nonagricultural employment. 

PEBSON.AL CHARACTERISTICS 

The statistics in this report include cross-classifica
tions of the men and women in each occupation with color, age, 
and years of school completed. These data are useful in the 
study of child labor, vocational guidance, and social insurance 
problems. The data are not suitable for an exact analysis of 
the relationship between unemployment and color, age, and 
schooling or the persons in each occupation, since the corre
sponding statistics for persons on public emergency work are 
not shown. The occupational and personal characteristics or 
public emergency workers are materially different from those of 
the other workers in the labor force. 

Color.~Because of the differences in economic status be
tween whites and nonwhites, separate data for nonwhites in the 
United States and in the South are presented ror most of the 
cross-classifications in this report. Statistics for nonwhites 
in other regions are not shown since the numbers of such per
sons are very small. 

The group "nonwhite" consists of Negroes, Indians, Chi
nese, Japanese, and other nonwhite races. Persons of Mexican 
birth or ancestry who were not definitely Indian or of other 
nonwhite race were returned as white in 1940. The great 
ma.jori ty of the nonwhites· are Negroes, except in the West, where 
there are many Indians, Chinese, and Japanese. 

Table II presents the distributions by ~bj0r occupation 
group of employed persons (except on public emergency wurk) and 
of experienced workers seeking work, by sex and color, for the 
United States. This table indicates the striking differences 
in broad occupational skills between whites and nomvtites in 
each of the two employment status categories. The figures 
show, for example , that service workers and laborers consti
tuted 20.4 percent of the employed white males and 24.2 percent 
of the employed white females, as compared with 55.8 percent of 
the employed nonwhite males, and 82.3 percent of the employed 
nonwhite fem:i.les. The data also show that employment opportu
nities for nonwhites were extremely limited in tte sk1ll'3d
craft occupations. Although 9.0 percent of all employed mer. 
were nonwhite, only 2.7 percent of the employed male "Crafts
men, foremen, and kindred workers" were nonwhite. This limita
tion in opportunity for nonwhites was even greater than these 
figures indicate. AB table 1 shows, 57.9 percent of the em
ployed nonwhite male craftsmen were concentrated in five occu
pations: Mechanics and repairmen; carpenters; . painters (cor..st.): 
plasterers and cement finishers; and ma.sons. Among the employed 
white male craftsmen, only 38.2 percent were in these five 
occupations. 

Table II. MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF EMPLOYED PERSONS (EXCEPT ON EMERGENCY WORK) AND OF EXPERIENCED WORKERS SEEKING WORK, BY SEX .AND COLOR, FOR 
THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1940 

[statistics based on a 5-percent sample. Percent not shown Where less than 0.1] 

NUMBER 
PER~ DISTRIBUTION 

MA.TOR OCCUPATION GROUP EMPLOYED (Ex:C, IDAERG.) SEEKnlG WORK, Ell'ERIENCE!l EMPLOYED (EXC. EJ.m:RG.) 5EEXDm WORK, ElCPERii!lLJW 

AND SEX: Nonwhite Total lll:ite N::mwhite 
Total White Nonwhite Total White Nonwhite Total White 

I 

3,080,980 3,414,500 3,049,840 364,660 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ioo.o1 100.0 

Yale •• , •••••.•••••••••••••••.••..•• ••••••••• 34,102,440 31,021,460 

58,000 84,490 79,400 5,080 5.5 5.9 1.9 2.5 2.6 1.4 

Prot'essional and semiprot'essional workers ••••• •• •• •• 1,892,640 1,834,640 
30,260 3,280 14.7 14.0 21.3 1.0 l,0 0.9 

Farmers and. farm managers .................... • • .. • • • 4,996,780 4,341,040 655,740 33,540 
10.6 1.6 2,3 2.6 0.4 

3,326,540 3,276,260 50,280 79,480 77,960 1,520 9.8 
Proprietors, managers, and ot'ficials, except fam. •• 315,680 6,8BO 12.8 13.8 2.1 9.4 10.4 1.9 

Clerical, sales, and kindred workers ••••• , •• , •• • , • • • 4,360, 920 4,295,580 65,340 322,560 
15.5 4.4 17.4 16.6 6.7 

592,680 568,080 24,600 14.5 
CraftSlllen, foremen, and kindred workers, •••••••••••• 4,958,660 4,822,420 136,260 

642,120 48,800 18.2 16.8 12.2 20.2 21.1 13.4 

operatives and kindred workers •••••••••••••••••••••• 6,195, '780 5,820,100 375,660 690,920 
0.2 2.9 0,6 0.2 3.3 

19,020 6,860 12,160 0.4 
Domestic service workers •••••••••••••.••••• • • • • • • • • • 145,920 55, 760 90,110 

23,840 1,140 2.0 2.1 o.5 0.7 o,a 0.3 

Protective service workers •••.••••••.•••••••• ···.··• 670,260 653,980 16,280 24,980 11.9 4.7 3.9 ll.5 
120,200 41,760 4,5 3.7 

Service workers, except domestic and protective •••• • 1,526,240 1,159,660 366,560 161,960 6.8 19.9 6,9 e.5 ll.2 
2,119,020 614,540 304,220 263,540 40,680 8.0 

Fam laborers and foremen ••• , •••••••••• •. • • • • · • • · • • · 2, 733,560 663,120 152,880 8.7 7.5 20.5 24.5 22.4 41.9 
2,971,720 2,340,320 631,400 836,000 l.O o.7 7.B 7,6 7.l 

Laborers, except farm and mine •••••••••••• • • • • · • • • • • 
323,400 302,660 20,740 264,660 238,'780 25,680 0.9 

occupation not reported •••••• , ••••• ·· •• ••••·••···•·· 
603, 720 l83,2BO 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

11,278,920 9,706,680 1,572,040 987,000 
Jemale •••• , ••.••••••.••••••••• •• • • • • ••• • • • •• 14.3 4.3 5.2 5.9 2.1 

67,300 50,960 47,120 3,840 12.9 
Professional and semipro:f'essiona1 workers •••• ··• •• •• 1,459,940 1,392,640 

340 260 1.5 1.2 3.2 0.1 - 0.2 

164,160 114,520 49,640 620 0.7 o.a 0.1 
Famers and. farm managers ..... , ......... ; • .. • .... • • • 6,380 200 3.e 4.3 0.6 

Proprietors, managers, and ofi'icials, exeept farm .. • 427,320 415,380 11,940 6,580 
28.3 32.6 1.6 23,8 28.7 2.5 

3,191,160 3,166,400 24,760 235,220 230,660 4,560 
1,2 0.2 o.9 1.1 0.2 

Clerical, sales, and kindred. workers •• , ••••••• •• •• •• 8,660 360 l.O 
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers •••••• ••••••• 117,460 114,740 2,720 9,040 

18.3 20.2 6.6 20.6 22.9 11.a 
2,067,960 1,963,580 104,380 205,680 184,100 21,580 

10.B 58.0 20.2 12.0 56.l 
Operatives and kindred workers •••••. •••·•·•·•···•··· 199,0BO 96,300 102,760 17.4 
Domestie service workers ••• ,.,., •.• •• •• •.••••••••••• 1,961,280 1,048,860 912,420 

320 20 - 0.1 - - - -
5,160 4,980 200 340 11.l ll.5 9.S 

Protective service workers •• ,, •.••• •·.••·····••··••• 110,040 92,100 17,940 11.1 11.2 10.5 

Service workers, except domestic and protective ••.•• 1,254,860 l,089,640 165,240 
11,700 2.6 1.2 12.S 2.2 1.2 6.4 

320,080 118,640 201,440 21,640 9,940 o.9 0.9 l.9 1.7 3.1 
Farm laborers and foremen., ............ •. • • .. • • .. • • • 13,440 5,660 0.9 

102,600 67,800 14,800 19,120 2.0 1.1 13.0 14.2 7.8 
Laborers, except farm and mine ••• , • • • . • • • • · • • · · • · · • • 114,340 14,340 1.6 

206. 900 189,'700 17,200 l.28,560 
Occupation not reported •.•• , •••••••• • •••• ··•·•••··•• 



6 THE LABOR FORCE-SAMPLE STATISTICS 
The occupr..tion<a.l distributions of nonwhite persons classi

:"1e::! r:::.s "I:e;;r'Jes" s.nrl "Other r::i.ces" are shown for each State 
';.!",'.i e-::c~: city :::1:f' 100 ,OGO or more in Volume III of the Reports 
'Jr: P,o;:..11"-iti:m. 

age classification is based on age of the person 
':it birthds.y before .:..;;ril 1, 1940, that is, age in com
;::.lete:d ::ee.r2. For ;·:cr}:ers ;;:c years old and over, the age data 
::.!"';; ;::-rnented t~r five-year i!lter'Vals, up to age 64, with work
ers 6i: yes.rs and over shewn in a single group. For persons 14 
to :. :; ~rears old the data are presented in two-year intervals. 

Vol"-:ie III of the ?.eports on Population presents the age 
distri:;'lti::;ns of e:nployed :;:;ersons (except on public emergency 
work) 1.;r;.d of t:x;erienced v.orkers seeking work, in each occupa
ti:m, fCJr eccl', State and for each city of 100,000 or more. The 
ai,::i: i;;:ervs.ls used ir: that volume are less detailed than those 
use:i i!1 tt1£ re:;:J'..lrt, e:-:ce;J":. that data for persons 14 years old, 
. w ~·ears o :a, and 65 to ?4 ;{ears old are shown separately. 

·!e':irs of 2r.:!:col c::rn::;leted.- In 1940 the census, for the 
!'ir2t ti:::e, included s. qui:;stion on the !om.al educational at
t~1;lrr:.€nt ~r each persan. Tr.a Guestivn on the schedule asked 
!'or t::e l"1S"': iull ,;::rs.<::e tt.at the r:er:::on had corr:pleted in the 
rE:;:::.lar sr:.:::ool E""J::;tern--public, priv<:te, or parochial school, 
'.:::llege, or i.;r:iver.sity. Ttis que2tion replaced the inquiry on 
11:.1 teracy in.eluded in ;::reviou2 censuses and provides data on 
e ~~::'"':i::r.&.:i. stat11:::, ::. ::r.arc:cteri2t!c tt.at is significant for 
e7er::· ;cpr..1:.atior. ;;:To~::. e2r,;cc16.lly in ccr::t1nat1on with other 
;:!~j.:ro.:~·::'7.er1s't~ ::s 11 ::·~c~. ~s ccc:.i;n:.it1Jn. 

'.:'~.e ::'e,::ia!l 'Jf sct?ol r::or::;leted :r.ay be defined as the 
:;ear wl':i :::: t!~e ;zJpulati'Jn into equal parts, one-
:;~;:lf t;;;.vir;.,:: ::0:~;leted :;;ere and one-half r.aving com-
~:..-:.:t~"! less Zr!t.c..<::.1n.; tt:..:.r~ tte :n€d1sn. :ir~ese medians are 
f.:z::!'1.:::·ze:i in "ter::~ c: a f.!·"J~~-:ii:i!l~Js series of nu.'!lbers repre-
;.;~~':": !~...s r:! ::::f~C'Ol ~::.:::;:lf:tec.. For the oom;iletion 
0: :: .. ~ ~·"€:!.ir r;: z::r~i:io: 9 and or the 
:.\.:::.::t :re::;r :J:: eollege ty For tl."it: sake of cc::parability, the 
:f'1n;:t ye'.::l.r :i:: f.i€'.t :::::r.?ol is ur:ir:ir:::ly represe'-'ted by 9, al
~~~,~~~. tt€re are 2::;:;,e c;.rea::: v.1th :J!',lY ? ::ee.rs of elementary 

7;.i:::.:e :tc.ti:sti ".:S indi::&tt: tt.e relation:::hip between occupa
t1e::r: ar'-1 !':dc;::aticr;.al i:ittc.ir .. 'll€r..t :f'or the persons in each e:nploy
~~r..t stctl:: ::ate€o!";,'. ~acle III ;re:::ent£ the median years of 
s::;,zl t;y e:r:;:il::.yeC. person£ (e:.:ce;:;t on public emer-
t:~;: .. ::.y ;;;r~c :;? ezr:-erier~::~d workers seeking ,,~vork, by ir.ajor 
;";J~c~;::it!,:_,;~ €I"'Oup &!~=- sext !er :te United 3tates. T'nis table 

tr .. s~. aT10r4: ttle e:r~;layf;j :nales, the major occupation 
£rc:_i;.'s '1~ ! th tr ... e l«:J,~ ezt r.J::c!1:;.n r-.i.:xr.ter ~f 2c:h:,ol years completed 

~~~~·~-t~~:·~~~;~:·~:t :o:~~~~;,~1:~;: rrl:~;;:~~;e~~~ f~~3 ma~::~~~··· 
· ·-•. "'···· ~.,,~rEr"'• exci::,., .. f~r::: .,,r::.: mine" (7.7;. Three of 

:~~~~~: :t~:c~:.~~;~~~ :::~~~e~;s~ :~~~n~~:J·~;~;s t~~d l~~~~m!~;;oot!~ 
• "Y•or:',er::: =.n:: fs.e. ;;;&!ls.,zers" (7 .;: ) , and "Dor:iestic serv-

'f; ·::'4!-:::-r~::~' • ~' "' 

.'..:t~!!.:: ::c.t s::= w!:ere ba::ie is less than 2oocJ 

=~===----=--====:====;=====;====== 

:::.? 5.:J 10.6 9.7 

16+ lf..'7 H..'7 12.9 
?.i:; 7.4 ?.3 

10.9\ 9.'7 11.0 12,2 
1':.,11 11.5 ll'o.3 12.2 

2.£. S.:-3 9.C 8.7 
~-~1 e.2 'l.61 e.s 
7.3 ?110 7.9 7.9 

£'.1 9.5 
e.:i 9.~ 9.4 
? .. 4 6.0 5.9 
7.7 3.e 5.l 
E.7 9.6 10.2 

tte :ri€"U!"'SS indicate the relationshi:;J between 
ed:.:cational attainment of nonwhites and 

"··"'"'·w·,,, .. ~~·~·· cistritution. The median number of 
hll em;lcyed men {except on public 

emergency work) was 8.7 years, as compared with 5.5 years com
pleted by the corresponding group of nonwhite men (table 4). 
For women, the difference was even greater; the total employed 
had completed 10.8 years of school while the nonwhite employed 
had completed only 6 .8 years. The concentration of nonwhite 
workers in the service and laborer occupations has already been 
discussed above. 

The statistics in table 3 indicate that the educational 
attainment. of some persons in certain of the professional occu
pations has been limited to grade school or high school. As 
explained above, the data on years of school completed refer 
only to formal schooling, and do not include tutoring, personal 
home study, or other such means of obtaining an education. In 
addition, the titles of certain of the professional occupation 
groups do not describe fully the composition of these groups. 
Frequently, a group will include jobs which are properly clas
sified in the particular group but yet are different :rror:i the 
major components of the group in the need for formal schooling . 
The occupation group "Arcl1i tects," for example, inc luJes "Land
scape architects" and "Superi!ltendent, architect's o!fice, 11 

while "Chemists, assayers, and metallurgists" includes "Assis
tant chemist" and ncement tester." Nevertheless, the statis
tics which show unusually low educational attainments for 
professional workers should be intei'preted with caution, since 
undetected errors in enumeration and processing have undoubted
ly affected the data. 

CLASS OF WORKER 

The classification by class of worker, like the occupation 
classification, refers to the current job during the week of 
March 24 to 30, 1940, for employed persons, and to the last job 
of one month or more, for experienced workers seeking work. 
The composition of ea.ch class-of-worker category is described 
below: 

Wage or salary workers. -This class consists of persor.s 
who, in their current or last job, worked as employees for 
wages or salary (in cash or kind) . It includes not only 
factory operatives, laborers, clerks, etc., who worked for 
wages, but also persons working for tips or for room and 
board, salesmen and other employees working for commissions, 
and salaried business managers, corporation executives, and 
government officials. This category is further subdivided 
into: (a) Private wage or salary workers, working for indi
vidual employers, private corporations, and for all other 
employers except governmental agencies, and (b) Govern'llent 
workers, including all employees of Federal, state, or local 
governments. Persons whose current or latest jobs were on 
public emergency work are classified as government workers. 

K'llployers and own-account workers. - This group consists 
of persons who, in their current or latest work, operated 
their own business enterprises. It includes not only the 
o~ner-operators of large stores and roo.nufacturing establish
ments, but also small merchants, independent craftsmen, 
farmers, professional men, peddlers, and other persons con
ducting enterprises of their own. It does not include 
managers paid to operate businesses owned by other persons 
or by corporations; such v;orkers are classified as wage or 
salary workers. 

Unpaid family workers. -This cle.ss is composed of persons 
who assisted v:i thout pay on farms or in stores or other 
enterprises operated by other members of their families. The 
great majority of unpaid family workers are farm laborers. 

Persons in the labor force for whom class of worker was 
not reported have been included among private wage or salary 
workers, unless there was evidence to the contrary. The number 
of employed persons in the entire United States for whom class 
of wor}:er could not be determined was 239, 108, or only O. 5 per
cent of the total employed. 

Although a sin;ilar classification by class of worker (ex
cept for the separation of government workers) has been avail
able from the questions asked in preceding censuses, it has 
never been published except as a subclassification or persons 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. It is included in the 1940 
census publications because of its value in many types of labor 
market analyses and in the interpretation of data on the em
ployment status of the labor force. 

The class-of-worker distribution of the persons in the 
various occupations is pertinent to unemployment analysis be
cause the risk of complete unemployment is far greater f'or wage 
or salary workers than for employers, own-account workers, and 
unpaid family workers. The latter classes of workers becbme 
totally unemployed only when they (or their relatives operating 
the family enterprise) are forced out of• business. Table IV 
presents the class-of-worker distributions of employed persons 

I 
I 



INTRODUCTION 7 (except on public emergency work) and of e:xperienced workers 
seeking work, by sex, for the United States urban and rural 
T'his table shows that only 5. 9 percent of the e:xperienced m l. 
workers seeking work at the time of the census were employ:r: 
and own-account workers and only 0.5 percent were unpaid family 
workers, whereas 25. 9 percent of the employed male workers were 

employers ana own-account workers, and 2.9 percent were unpaid 
!amily workers. The comparative immunity of self-employed 
workers to total unemployment does not necessarily mean that 
their economic situation is favorable since they may make very 
small gains or even suffer heavy losses while they remain in 
business. 

'!'able IV. CLASS OF WORKER OF EMPLO'YED PERSONS 
(EXCEPT ON EMERGENCY WORK) AND OF EXPERIENCED WORKERS SEEKING WORK, 

STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1940 BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED 

[statistics based on a 5-percent S!!ll!ple] 

NUMBER PERCENT DISTRI5UTICll 
United states Urben Rural United States 

CLASS OF WORKER AND SEX Urban P.u::-al 

Employed Seeking 
Employed Seeking 

Employed Seeking Employed Seeking 
Employed s:;;.ng Empl eyed See kine 

work, ex-(exc. emerg.) (exc. emerg.) work, ex- (exc. emerg.) work, ex- (exc. work, 
(exc. expe;j__ (exc-, 

work, 
perienced per1enced perienced emerg. J experi-

emerg. J enced I emerg, i 
experi-

Yale .......................... 34,102,440 3,414,500 19,324,300 
Wage or salary workers •••••••••••••• 24,264,340 3,193,860 16,537,380 

Private wage or salary workers •• 21,679,040 
Govermnent workers •••• , ••••••••• 

2,881,820 14,827,700 

l~ployera and own-account workers ••• 
2,585,300 312,040 1, 709,680 
B,835,700 202,400 2, 735,860 

Unpaid family workers ••••••••• ,, •••• 1,002,400 18,240 51.,060 

Female ••••••••.• , ••••••••••••• 11,278,920 987,000 8,394,680 
Wage or salary workers ••••••••• , •• ,. 9, 906, 920 957,300 7 ,658,480 

Private Wl!ge or salary workers •• 
Government workers.,,., •••• ,.,,. 

B,566,420 891,160 6,776,440 

:Employers end own-account workers ••• 
l.,340,500 66,14-0 882,040 

Unpaid i'amily workers ••••• , , •• , • , , •• 
957 ,640 25,760 598,820 
414,360 8,940 137,380 

In the interpretation of the data tor rural areas, it 
:should be borne in mind that more than one million ot the em
ployed workers in these areas were employed as "Farm laborers 
(unpaid family workers) , " which is often 11 ttle better than a 
1makeshift activity for sons and daughters of farmers when they 
cannot find other employment. Many of these unpaid family work
ers represented a labor reserve for nonagricultural industries. 

HOURS WORKED DURING TEE CENSUS WEEK 

The groupings of hours worked that appear in this report 
are designed to show the length of the usual work week in each 
occupation at the time of the census, and the proportions of 
workers whose hours were above or below the typical number. 
Since 40 hours and 48 hours were standard for fUll-time work in 
many industries, persons who reported exactly these numbers of 
hours are shown separately. The proportions of persons who 
worked less than the most common number of hours are indicative 
of the prevalence of part-time employment in the various occu
pations at the time of the census. It should be borne in mind, 
however, that the standards of full-time work vary extensively 
even within a single occupation, and that many persons working 
part time do not desire more work. In addition, it should be 
pointed out that since the data refer to a single week they may 
not be as good a general measure of the amount of part-time 
work for seasonal activities as for nonseasonal activities. 

Data on hours of work are not shown in this report for 
persons other than wage or salary workers because these data 
are less significant and less reliable than those for wage and 
salary workers. Employers, own-account workers, and unpaid 
!amily workers do not ordinarily follow regular schedules of 
work, and it is often difficult, especially for professional 
men working on their own account, to determine the number of 
hours devoted to their occupations or businesses during a week. 
Statistics on the hours of work of all employed persons (except 
on public emergency work) are given, by industry and sex, in 
the report entitled "The Labor Force--Sample Statistics, In
dustrial Characteristics." 

Because of the general interest in the relationship of 
unpaid tamily farm laborers to the agricultural labor force, a 
special tabulation was made of the hours worked by these per
sons during the census week. The results (presented in tables 
11 and 12) are useful as a measure of the contribution of un
paid family farm laborers to :rarm production. Since the data 
refer to a single week, and since farm work is obviously a 
seasonal activity, considerable care should be exercised in 
interpreting the statistics. This caution is particularly 
necessary because a large proportion of these workers are young 
persons, many of whom were attending school during the last 
week of March, or were restricted by inclement weather to a 
limited participation in work on the farm. An additional meas
ure of the cont~ibution of unpaid farm laborers, and one which 

eni::ed enc et! 

2,309,520 14,778,140 1,104,980 100.0 100.0 100,C lC-0,0 100.0 lCO.C 
2,180,180 7, 726 '960 1,013,680 71.2 93,5 85.6 94.4 52.3 91.? l, 983, 980 6,851,340 897 ,840 63.6 84.4 76.7 65,9 46.4 El,3 

196,200 875,620 115,840 7.6 9.1 a.a 8.5 5.9 lC.E 
126, 960 6,099,840 75,440 25.9 5.9 14.2 5.5 41.3 s.e 

2,380 951,340 15,860 2.9 0.5 0,3 O.l 6.4 l,4 

778,820 2,884,240 208,180 100.0 100,0 100.0 lCO,O lCO.O 100.0 
757,580 '2,248,440 199,720 87,8 97,0 91.2 97.3 78.0 95.9 
709,240 1,789,980 181,920 ~5.9 90.3 B0.7 91.l 62.1 87,4 
4'8,340 458,460 17 ,800 11.9 6.7 10.5 6.2 le.9 E,6 
20,300 358,820 5,460 8.5 2.6 7.1 2.6 ll!:.4 2.6 

940 276, 980 3,000 3.7 0.4 1.6 0.1 9.6 1.4 

should be used in conjunction with the data on hours worked, is 
provided by the data on months worked in 1939 (sho~T• in tables 
15 and 16). 

MONTES WORKED IN 1939 

All persons 14 years old and over at the time of the cen
sus, except i~tes of certain institutions, were asked to re
port the number of weeks worked in 1939 for pay or profit, in
cluding emergency work, or at unpaid family work. For periods 
of part-time work, the report was to be made in terms of equiv
alent full-time weeks, a full-time week be111f: defined as the 
number of hours locally regarded as tull time for the given 
occupation and industry. Paid vacations or other absences with 
pay were included in the number of weeks worked, except tr.at 
summer vacations of school teachers who did no other work dur
ing the summer were not counted. 

The returns for weeks worked in 1939 have been converted 
into months in the tables in this report, because a large pro
portion of the reports were only approximate, and did not rep
resent valid statements of the precise munber of weeks of work. 7 

The groupings ot months worked that are used in this report are 
listed below with their equivalents in terms of wee1~s worked as 
reported. 

Number or months work~d Reported number of weeks worked 

Without work in 1939 ........••.••••.•.• 
With work in 1939: 

Under 3 months •...•..•.••..••••••. 
3 months •••••..••••.•.••.••••••••• 
4 and 5 months •.....•.....•..••••• 
6 to 8 months ••••••.•.••••••••.•.. 
9 to 11 months •.•.••...•.•.••••••• 
12 months ••••.•..•••••••.•••.••••• 

O weeks 

1 to 10 weeks 
11 to 14 weeks 
15 to 23 weeks 
24 to 35 weeks 
36 to 49 weeks 
50 to 52 weeks 

7 This lack ot precision was evidenced by a marked tendency tor enu
merators to report weeks worked in mUltiples ot 4 weeks, indicating 
that they had determined the approxilllate amount ot emplo:y:ment in terms 
ot J110nths, and multiplied the number ot months by tour to obtain tha 
nlllll.ber ot weeks. In converting the returns to months for purposes ot 
publication, it was necessary to take account of the slight error that 
resulted tram the enlllll.erators' procedure ot multiplying the number ot 
months by tour instead or by tour and one-third. The class intervals 
were so chosen that the weekly equiTSJ.ent ot any given number or 
months would always tall in the same interval, whether the conversion 
was made on the basis ot tour or tour and one-third weeks per month· 
'rhus, 9 months might be tigu:red incorrectly as U weeks or correctly 
as 39 weeks, but both tigures tall in the group 36 to 49 weeks, which 
is equivalent to 9 to ll months. In the case ot 12 months, hD'W'ever, 
this procedure was llOt llBed, since it was apparent that enumerators 
had seldom used 48 weeks as the equivalent ot 12 months. 



8 THE LABOR FORCE-SAMPLE STATISTICS 
The data on months worked provide an indication or the 

continuity or employment, and are helpfUl in the analysis o! 
unern;:;loy:nent in the various occupations. The deviation from 
tvnilve in the number or montts worked by a given group yields 
a measure of unemployment. Because or three complications, how
ever, thls measure is only approximate. In the first place, 
the nu:.:;ber or months worked includes time on public emergency 

sc tr.at some or the persons reporting 12 months worked 
were actually unemployed during part or all or the 

year. In the second place, the figures do not take account or 
periods curir.g which tte persons were not in the labor force; 
for e:r.a.uple, per::ons without work in 1939 include not only 
those wr.o were unemployed during the whole year, but also some 
persons wtc were in tte labor force at the time of the census 
but r.ad not been in tte labor force at any time in 1939. Fi-
na11y. work to oe reported i=i teIT..s of equivalent run-time 
weeks so for part-time workers the nu.'Ilber of months worked 
1r. lSZ~ is less than the r.~7.ber of months during which they had 

,.. .... ~:·.,;t..,.,;. ttE::e r::ts.:ist:l.cs &re a better measure of unem
emr;loyment status in tte census v.-eek for occupa-

1.;. ili!'.i:::!i ttere is much part-time er casual employment, 
and :er seasonal o:::cupat1ons, tr.e data on months worked should 

1!.:er;;rete".! with care. Accurate reports were frequently 
ur,c:::t·:;_inatle fer persCI:s wi:o worked intermittently at many 
se;)a.F:;.te times d:.iri!'l.g tte yesr. In many cases the information 
was ~ot attained :rem the worker himselt, but rrom a relative 
or :::r.:::" :rie:;:;ber -:f tte housetold -.:ho may not have been able to 

the amount of e:iplo:;ment in 1939. Moreover, 
"'~""' 1·-1,. .. ,..., accordir.g to em;;loyment status, class of 

i:::r.c occ;,;pat1on refer to tr•e week of March 24 to 30, 
three montt.s after the calendar year to which the 

11V·:::r1:ec. refer. Tte number of persons who shifted 
1.:.r:cther during 1929 and early 1940 was 

distor"t the distribution by 
or cccu;:atir.ms, ::mt substantial 
;;:srtic;.;,lar activities in some 

:Ji:.1:i:. ::::. "r•·••" 11::.:r,:e:::. ir. lGZ::l by en:ployers, own-account 
!::..7:1ly liHl.ri-:ers are not shown in this report 
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Duration in months Reported duration in weeks 

Less than 1 month .............•..•.•••..•.•. 
l month .•.......•..........•....•..•••...•• 
2 months .•...........•......•....•.•...••.• 
3 months .•.........••.......••...• , •••..•.• 
4 and 5 months •..•........•...•....••....•. 
6 to 8 months .•........•.•• ·• .......••.•.•.• 
9 to 11 months ............•.........•...•.• 
12 to 23 months ......•..............•.....• 
24 to 35 months .......•............••••...• 
36 or more months .........•.........•...... 

Under 3 weeks 
3 to 6 weeks 
7 to 10 weeks 

11 to 14 weeks 
15 to 23 weeks 
24 to 35 weeks 
36 to 49 weeks 
50 to 99 weeks 

100 to 149 weeks 
150 or more weeks 

These statistics indicate severity or unemployment in each 
occupation and are therefore useful as a supplement to other 
measures of unemployment by occupation. For occupations with a 
relatively large number of persons who did not report duration 
of unemployment, care should be exercised in the interpretation 
of the data, since 1t is unsafe, to assume that the periods of 
unemployment of the persons who reported were representative of 
the total. 

INDUSTRY 

The occupational distribution o:r the men and women employed 
in each industry, as well as the industrial distribution or the 
men and women employed in each occupation, is presented in 
table 19 or this report. The occupational distribution o! the 
persons in a particular industry is shown in the designated 
column of this table; conversely, the industrial distribution 
of the persons in a particular occupation is shown in the des
ignated line of this table. 

Both the occupation and the industry shown in this table 
refer to the jobs in which the persons were employed during the 
census week. The occupation classirication is in ef'teot the 
same as that used in the other tables o:r this report, as ex
plained in "Structure of the occupation classification, 11 above. 
The industry classification used in this table is the complete 
1940 census industry list of 132 items. 

The data shoWn in table 19 are summarized in table V, in 
terms of major occupation and industry groups. The figures in 
these tables are useful as an indication o:r the numbe~ of per
sons with essential skills who would be made available for war 
production through conversion. or curtailment of less-essential 
industrial activities. The data are also useful in connection 
with vocational guidance studies, as the statistics reflect the 
broad occupational needs of each industry. 

A special caution with respect to small numbers should be 
expressed in regard to the figures in table 19. Exceedingly 
small numbers, such as 20, 40, or 60, may usually be inter
preted to mean that some few persons were actually engaged in 
the occupations and industries indicated. For occupations that 
are very unusual for certain industries, however, such small 
figures may represent undetected errors of entuneration or clas
sification. Data based on tabulations of the complete census 
returns are shown in Part l or Volume III of the Reports on 
Population for the occupation-industry combinations indicated 
in table 19 by an asterisk ( •) , as well as for the totals for 
each occupation and industry. 

Additional statistics on occupation by industry are pre
sented in other 1940 census publications. Volume III o:r the 
Reports on Population gives, for each State and each city of 
250,000 or more, the major occupation group of the men and 
women employed (except on public emergency work) in each of the 
82 industry groups which comprise the intermediate industry 
list. The major occupation group distributions or employed 
wage or salary workers (except on public emergency work) and of 
wage or salary workers seeking work ror each of the 132 indus
tries are presented, for the United States and, for regions, in 
the report entitled "The Labor Force--Sample statistics. In
dustrial Characteristics." 

8 
1'or a statement or the reasons tor the conversion to months and 

the procedures used, see "Months worked in 1939 ," above. In addition, 
there was evidence ct a tendency to report very long durations ot un
employment in mUltiples or 50 weeks, indicating that some enumerators 
had calculated the number or weeks by multiplying a given number or 
years by 50. To take account ot this tendency, the classes designated 
as 12 to 23 months, 24 to 35 months, and 36 or more months, represent
ing l, 2, and 3 or more years, respectively, were so designed that the 
weekly equivalent or any given number or years woUld always :t'all in 
tha same interval, whether the conversion was made on the basis or 50 
or 52 weeks per year. 
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'Table V. :MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF EMPLOYED PERSONS (EXCEPT ON EMERGENCY WORK) , BY MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP MID SEX 

1940 
, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MABCH 

~tatistics based on a 5-peraent se:mple] 

Agri-
culture, 

lCA.J'OR OCCUPATION GROUP AND SEX All Construe- Mmu-forestry, Mining industries 
and ti on facturing 

fishery 

Male .......................... 34,102,440 7, 958, 900 894,860 2,054,680 8,250,660 
l'rofessional and semiprof, workers •••• 1,892,640 18,580 17 ,800 65,860 287 ,460 
Farmers and farm managers •••••••••••.• 4,996,780 4,996,780 - - -Proprietors, managers, and officials, 

e:xc. farm ......................... 3,326,540 13,460 31,900 115,900 444,540 
Clerical, sales, and kindred workers •• 4,360,920 8,320 25,740 
Craftsmen, foren.sn, and kindred wh-s •• 4,958,680 

31,680 989,560 
11,380 118,380 1,208,660 2,000,220 

Operatives and kindred workers •.•••••• 6,195, 780 39,260 694,240 160,080 2,982,800 
Domestic service workers ••••••••.••••• 145, 920 - - - -
Protective service workers ••••••••• ,,, 670,250 4,140 4,550 6,420 76,460 
Service workers, e:xc. domestic and 

protective ....... , ................ 1,526,240 1,740 1,300 2,460 75,360 
Farm laborers and foremen ••••••••••••• 2,733,560 2, 733,560 - - -
Laborers, e:xoept farm and mine, •• , •••• 2,971, 720 130,880 380 460, 760 1,370,060 
Oceupation not reported •••• , •••••••••• 323,400 800 460 2,860 24,200 

Female ........................ 11,278,920 499,600 12,660 39,540 2,349,620 

Professional and semi prof. workers ••.• 1,459,940 480 280 660 32,240 
Farmers and farm managers •• , •••••.•••• 164,160 164,150 - - -
Proprietors, managers, and officials, 

exc. farm •••••••••••••••.••••••••• 427 ,320 920 520 1,560 21, 760 
Clerical, sales, and kindred workers •• 3,191,160 6,740 7,860 24,420 500,280 
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred wkrs •• 117 ,460 200 500 7,960 64,060 
Operatives and kindred workers •••••• ,, 2,067,960 3,460 3,020 1,020 1,636,580 
Domestic service workers .............. 1,961,280 - - - -
Protective service workers, • , ••• , • , ••• 5,180 60 - - 380 
Service workers, e:xc. domestic and 

protective ••••••••••• ,, •••• , ••.••• 1,254,880 1,520 440 220 13,020 
Fam laborers and foremen, •••••••• , • , • 320,080 320,080 - - -
Laborers, except farm and mine ••••••• 'I 102,600 1,920 - 3,700 74,200 
Occupation not reported •••••.•••••••• 'i 206,900 60 40 - 7,100 

Structure of the industry classification.~The complete 
industry classification used in the 1940 census contains 132 
items. This classification is a condensation of the 1,411 
titles in the Standard Industrial C1~ssification, which was 
prepared for use in classifying industry returns from workers 
or members of their families, by the Joint Committee on Occupa
tional Classification, in cooperation with the Committee on 
Industrial Classification which was sponsored by the Central 
Statistical Board. 

Not all of the titles in the 1940 industry classification 
correspond with those in the 128-item industry classification 
used in the 1930 census. Some titles appear in the clas~ifica
tion for one year but not the other, and similar titles in the 
two classifications are sometimes different in actual coverage. 
Studies which are being made of the relationshin between the 
1940 and 1930 industry classifications will show· the items that 
correspond in the classifications for the two censuses, indi
cate the probable extent of difference in other items, and list 
the items that are not comparable. 

Difficulties in the classification of industries.~The 
problems in industry classification are in general similar to 
the problems of occupation classification (discussed above), 
except that assistance in the classification of indefinite re
turns is sometimes available not only from other parts of the 
population schedule, but also from information with respect to 
industries existing in a given locality or from the industry 
classification of a specifically-named employer, which may 
be obtained from industrial directories and similar publi
cations. 

The inditstry returned as "Mining" on a schedule for cer
tain counties in Pennsylvania, for example, may safely be clas
sified as "Coal mining," while a similar return on a schedule 
for certain counties in Wisconsin may be classified specif
ically as "Metal mining. 11 Likewise, the industry return, "Tex
tile mill," on a schedule for a town in Alabama in which the 
only textile plant is a cotton mill, may safely be classified 
as "Cotton manufactures.n It is not always possible, of course, 
to supplement the enumerator's returns in this fashion. 

Typical industry returns in connection with which there 
are difficulties of the type just indicated are "Box factory" 
{which may make either paperboard boxes or wooden boxes), 
"Rayon factory" (which may represent the chemical industry pro-

Transpor-
Finance, Busi- Amuse-

tat ion, Wholesale insur- :ness ment, Prof es-
commun1- rec re a- sional In-

and ance 1 and Personal Govern- dustry cation, 
retail and rs pair services tion, and 

and other ment not 
trade real and related 

public ser- rptd. 
estate vices related services 

utilities Hrvices 

2,756,620 5,497,460 1,022,000 792,300 1,140,400 317,140 1,484,760 1,407,820 524,840 

79,660 107,700 15,120 27,520 62,240 76,300 1,000,580 126,940 6,680 
- - - - - - - - -

210,040 1,785,220 218,640 97,400 92,020 64,780 38,500 200,220 13,920 
412,480 1,635,600 583,080 56,660 59,440 19,620 84,360 393,940 60 ,440. 
534,000 352,680 28,440 459,380 89,200 14,020 44,140 70,040 28,140 
954,080 893,260 10,420 83,820 206,900 32, 940 55,480 43,080 39,420 

- - - - 145,920 - - - -
44,460 16,280 13, 780 8,540 5,660 3,640 9,780 47.2,580 3,860 

61,020 482,760 126,080 15,280 404,540 82,020 228,240 34,020 11,420 
- - - - - - - - -

452,620 215,800 24,260 42,700 73,420 22,860 21,840 61,220 94,900 
8,260 8,160 2,180 1,000 1,060 940 1,840 5,780 265,660 

348,680 2,042,600 463,620 79,260 l;,864,340 83,0€0 1,835,640 350,100 310,180 

4,840 12,960 2,760 6,660 21,420 28,020 1,302,680 45,380 1,560 
- - - - - - - - -

6,780 257,920 41,960 6,060 31,720 3,880 16,520 35,180 2,540 
311,740 l,183,620 370,380 55,840 63,880 31,540 287,060 247,420 100,380 

4,260 24,920 740 4,160 5,340 1,120 2,540 860 800 
9,420 121,920 540 4,180 253,200 1,900 25,040 3,220 4,460 

- - - - 1,961,280 - - - -
300 640 260 220 40 20 340 2,880 40 

7,140 429, 940 46,000 1,840 520,460 16,000 198,560 13,520 6,?00 

- - - - - - -
3,620 7,860 220 580 6,140 420 1,020 ;;col 2,:i20 

580 2,820 760 220 860 180 1,860 1,0401191,380 

ducing rayon yarn or the textile industry using rayon yarn in 
weaving}, 11Lumber company" (which may represent a logging co:n
pany, a sawmill, or a lumber dealer), and "Oil corr:pany" (which 
may represent the production of crude petroleum, the refining 
of petroleum, the selling of petroleum products, etc.). 

As ir the case of the occupation classification, tl:';ere
fore, thb user of the statistics for workers classified by 
industry should keep in mind the fact that the figures for the 
industry classifications which are clear-cut and definice are 
likely to be more accurate than those for incustrJ classifica
tions involving complications like those mentioned above. 

Coverage of industry classifications "Government," ''Domes
tic service," and ".Agriculture. 11 -The industry classifications 
"Federal government (not elsewhere classified)" and ''State and 
local government {not elsewhere classified)" do not include all 
persons employed by governmental agencies. Persons are in
cluded in tr1ese classifications only if' they were engaged in 
activities that are peculiarly governmen~al !Unctions. Govern
ment employees who v:ere engaged in activities that are commonly 
performed by employees of private enterprises are included in 
the industry classification in which their activities fell. 
For example, a county tax collector is included in the industry 
classification "State and local government (not elsev:here clas
sified)," but a lineman employed by a municipally ov;ned power 
plant is classified in the category "Electric light anc:. power. 11 

The total number of persons employed by governmental agencies, 
therefore, cannot be obtained from the industry classification, 
but such a figure is available from the class-of-worker data 
presented in this report (table 6). 

The industry group ''Domestic service" is somewhat more 
inclusive than tte major occupation group "Domestic service 
workers," which is limited to ''Housekeepers, private family," 
"Laundresses, private family," and ''Servants, private ramily." 
The industry classification "Domestic service" includes not 
only these workers but also persons in occupations such as 
practical nurse, chau:ffeur, and gardener, if th~J were employed 
by private families. · 

The industry classification ".Agriculture" is likewise 
somewhat more inclusive than the two major occupation groups 
''Farmers and farm m:i.nagers" and ''Farm laborers and foreman." 
The industry classification also includes persons employed on 
farms in other occupations, such as truck and tractor drivers, 



10 THE LABOR FORCE-SAMPLE STATISTICS 
mechanics an~ repairmen, and booyJceepers, and persons eneaged 
in ae;:ricultur<::l activities other than strictly farm operation, 
such as cotton ginning, laJ1dscape g&rdening, operation of 
greeml:cuses, ar,d farm services such as irrigation and spray-
1n£:. 

CO!v:PL",ISCI: BET'iiEElJ HESULTS OF S.f..!.;FLE T.i>.BULATIONS 
AND GOVJ'LETE COUNT 

The statistics shown in this report are based on tabula
tions cf a five-percent saJni"le of the 1940 census returns, mul
tiplied unifcrrr:l~· by ZO. Exact &greement is not to be expected 
bet;..-een tl:iese sample t&bt:lations and tabul&tions of the com
plete returns. JuJ. analysis of the statistics based on tabula
tions cf the five-percent E&Inple of tr:e .;copulation for items 

that were obtained also for the total population indicates that 
in 95 percent of the cases the sample statistics differ from 
the complete census statistics by less than 5 percent for all 
numbers of 10,000 or more, by less than 10 percent for numbers 
between 5,000 and 10,000, and by less than 20 Percent for num
bers betv.'een 2,000 and 5,000. Somewhat larger variations may 
be expected in numbers below 2,000. Even for these small num
bers, however, the majority of the differences between the 
sample and complete statistics are less than 10 percent, al
though much larger differences occasionally occur. 

In a forthcoming technical report there will be a detailed 
exposition of the sampling method, descriptions of the various 
samples that were taken, and comparisons between the samples 
and complete counts. The purpose of the report will be to 
assist in evaluating the data that are published on the basis 
of samples. 
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