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FOREVVORD 

Sampling techniQues were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census tor 
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sampling 
methods permitted the collection of statistics on a larger number of in
quiries than has·heretofore been possible, the release of preliminary popu
lation stat~stics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many 
social and economic characteristics of the population at a relatively low 
cost. 

This report is based in large part upon the tabulation of a 5-percent 
sample of the population returns of the 1940 Census and presents statistics 
on the age, marital status, and education of the native white population 
classified by parentage, and of the foreign-born white population. These 
statistics, which provide a basis for comparison of the characteristics of 
the foreign white stock with those of the native white population of native 
parentage, are designed primarily to furnish information on the problems 
arising from immigration. This report was prepared under the supervision 
of Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief Statistician for Population, and Dr. A. Ross 
Eckler, Assistant Chief Statistician, by Dr. Henry S. Shryock, Jr., Chief 
of General Population Statistics, Dr. Henry D. Sheldon, and Dr. Paul C. 
Glick. The sampling procedures were under the direction of Dr. W. Edwards 
Deming, Mathematical Adviser. 
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NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF THE ·WHITE POPULATION 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 

TNTRODUCTION 

GENERAL 

This report presents statistics on the white population of 
the United States by nativity and parentage. These statistics 
are based on the Sixteenth Decennial Census of Population, 
taken as of April 1, 1940. The characteristics classified by 
nativity and parentage include age, marital status, and years 
of school completed. Most of the statistics in this report are 
based on a five-percent sample of the population enumerated in 
the 1940 census. i Statistics are presented for the United 
States, regions, divisions, States, their- urban-rural parts, 
and for cities of 100,000 or more inhabitants. 

Related reports .-This report is one of three reports on the 
characteristics of the white population by nativity and parent
age. One of the other reports in this group, entitled "Country 
of Origin of the Foreign Stock," presents statistics on age 
and on tenure and value or rent of home, for the foreign white 
stock, by country qf origin and nativity, and citizenship for 
the foreign-born white by country of origin. The remaining re
port, entitled "Mother Tongue," presents data on mother tongue, 
classified by nativity and parentage, and age, for the total 
white population, and by country of origin for the foreign 
white stock. The classification by nativity and parentage is 
shown for white heads of families in reports on the character
istics of families for regions, States, and large cities. 

Arrangement of tables.-The tables in this report are 
grouped by subject. Table 1 presents the population of the 
United States by race (white, Negro, and other races) with the 
white population classified by nativity and parentage. Tables 
2 to 8 present the full detail on nativity and parentage of the 
white population; tables 9 to 14, the age of the native white 
population by parentage; tables 15 to 25, the marital status of 
the white population 15 years old and over. Tables 26 to 34 
present the educational status of the white population 25 years 
old and over. 

In general, within each subject, the data are presented for 
the United States, regions, divisions, States, their urban and 
rural parts, and cities of 500,000 or more inhabitants. Sta
tistics on nativity and parentage for cities of 100,000 to 
500,000 inhabitants are shown in table 8. Each subject is in
troduced by a table bringing together for the United States, 
available statistics on the subject from each census since 1890. 

Availability of unpublished data.-The statistics presented 
in this report for the United States, regions, and cities of 
500,000 or more inhabitants, represent practically all of the 
tabulated data on these subjects. Similar statistics have been 
tabulated for States, but, because of space limitations, are 
not published in full detail. 

These unpublished statistics, however, can be made available 
upon request, for the cost of transcribing or reproducing them. 
Requests for such statistics, addressed to the Director of the 
Census, V'ashington, D. c., will receive a prompt reply, which 
will 1.nclude an estimate of the cost of preparing the data. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERM3 AND EXPLANATIONS 

Color.- Wi tll the exception of table 1. which includes !igures 
for Negroes and other races, this report is limited to the 

1 The 1940 Population Census schedule is reproduced in Part l o:r 
Volume IV o:r the Sixteenth Census Reports on Population, w1 th a note 
indicating the method o:r selecting the 5-percent sample o:r the popula
tion, upon which most o:r the statistics presented in this report are 
based. The instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in this 
volume. 

white population. Data on age, marital status, and education 
for Negroes and for specific minor races (Indian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Filipino, etc.) are shown for selected areas or the 
United States in a separate report. 

Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who were not defi
nitely Indian or of other nonwhite race were returned as white 
in 1940. Such persons were designated Mexican in 1930 and 
were classified as nonwhite. The 1930 data for whites and 
nonwhites published in this report have been ad.Justed to con
form to the 1940 definition. 

Nativity, parentage, and foreign white stock.-The white 
population is classified by nativity into two groups: Native 
white and foreign-born white. A person born in the United 
States or in any of its outlying territories or possessions is 
counted as native. Likewise included as native are the small 
group of persons, who, al though born in a foreign country, or 
at sea, were American citizens by birth, because their parents 
were American citizens. All other persons are counted as 
foreign born. ' 

The native white population is classified by parentage into 
three groups, as follows: (1) Native· ~arentage (both parents 
born in the United States or in the outlying possessions); 
(2) foreign parentage {both parents foreign born); (3) mixed 
parentage (nne parent native and the other roreign born). In 
some of the tables in this report those persons or foreign and 
of mixed parentage are combined into a single group desig
nated "foreign or mixed parentage." On the other hand, in 
a few tables the mixed parentage group is separated into 
two parts, designated (a) "father foreign," and (b) "m:ither 
foreig:ri." 

The term "foreign white stock" is lli:ied to indicate the com
bined total of two classes, namely, the foreign-born white and 
the native white of foreign or mixed parentage. The figures 
on "foreign white stock," therefore, comprise only those per
sons who were born abroad or who had at least one parent 
foreign born, that is, those persons of the first and second 
generations, but not subsequent,· generations. The native 
white of native parentage comprise those persons of the third 
and subsequent generations in the United States. 

Data on the white population of the United States are pre
sented by nativity and parentage, for 1940, 1930, and 1890 
in table I. 

Table I. WHITE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STLTES, BY NATIVITY AND 
PARENTAGE: 1940, 1930, AND 1890 

[Figures based on table lJ 

NA.TIVITY AND PARENTAGE 

1940 1930 

Total ••••••••••••••••• ll8, 70l.,558 110 ,286, 740 

Native ••••••••••••.••••.•••••• 107,282,420 
Native parentage............ 84,124,840 
Foreign or mixed parentage.; 23,157,580 

Foreign parentage... • • • • • • 15, 183, 740 
Mixed parentage........... 7,973,840 

Father :f'oreign.......... 5,267,140 
Kother :f'oreign. • • • • • • • • • 2, 706, 700 

Foreign born.................. ll,4-:J.9,138 

96 ,303,33,; 
70 ,400,952 
25,902,383 
17 ,407,527 
8,494,856 
5,547,325 
2. 947 ,531 

13,983,405 

1890 

PERCE1'"T 
DIS'IRIBUTION 

1940 1930 1890 

55,101,258 100.0 100.0 100.0 

45,979,391 'Jll.4 87.~ 83.4 
34,475,716 70.9 63.8 62.6 
11,503,675 19.5 23.5 20,9 

8,085,019 12.8 15.S 14.7 
:),418,656 6.7 7.7 6.2 
2,378,729 4.4 5.0 4.3 
1,039,927 2.3 2.7 1.9 
9' 121,867 9.6 12. 7 16. 6 

In 1940 there were 118,701,558 white persons in the United 
States, of whom 107,282,43) were born in the United States, and 
11,419,138 abroad, Among the native white, there were 84,124,840 

1 
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with both parents born in this country or in one of its terri
tories or possessions, lB,183,740 with both parents born 
abroad, 5,267,140 whose fathers were born abroad but whose 
mothers were born in the United States, and 2,705,700 whose 
mothers were born abroad but whose fathers were born in the 
United States. 

T"ne nativity-parentage co~position of the population has 
cr.anged markedly in the last fifty years. In 1940, 90 .4 per
cent or the white population were n&tive and 9.6 percent were 
foreign born; tte native of native parentage constituted 70.9 
percent or the white population and the native of foreign or 
mixed parentare, 19.5 percent. In 1930, 87.3 percent or the 
wtite po::ulation 'lliere native and 12. 7 were foreign born; the 
native or native parentare constituted 63.8 percent of the 
wtite p-:i;::11l;1tion and u,e native of roreifn or :nixed parentage, 
23.5 per:ent. The Sensus o! 1890 SM'l.'ed that 62.6 percent or 
tt.e v.hi te ;:>0P"lh2ticn were n2.tive o! native; parentage, 20. 9 per
ce!lt v.ere nati':e of !oreilE or :r:ixed parent1;.re, and the remain
t!er were foreign born. 

Urbap. and rur-c::l areas.- Urban population, as defined b'/ the 
3ureau of the :::en.sus, is in general that residiTI£: in cities and 
either in:i:;rpora.ted place: hr..:.vine: 2 ,500 inhabitants or :nore. In 
acdi t1:cn. cert::.in densel:; pcp:1lated townst.1ps or other minor 
civil riivizicris, mt 1'.'lccrpoM.ted as municipalities, have been 
classified as urbaJ! unde!" special rules. The remainder of' the 
population is class11'ied as rU!"'dl, and is subdivided i;ito the 
rural-:fa!':!l po;,ulat1on, wtich co::-ipriseE all rural residents liv
ing on rar.n.z, and tr.e rurr::.1-nonfarm population, which comprises 
the re:r..air.111€ !'l.4!'&1 population. (For further details !or each 
State, :;;ee Population, volume I.) 

Table II si1ows the percent diztrfcution or the Whitt;; popu
lation 1:1 1940 by nativity and parent::i.E;'e, for the United. 
St&te::. urban and rural. 

::JIST'R!E'."'!'!m: o?' '.:'RE WHITE POPL'L-.TION, BY NATIVITY 
FOR TEE UNITED STATES, t:l!B;,.!; ;J;D RURAL: 1940 

·t~~ i!~~l:\ ~~i 
74,(J I 14.4 ll,6 
7~.!31 12.9 I D.'.l 
60 .. 81 17.l/ 14 .. l 
58.:Jj 17.::i: 14.7 

i:: i;;:~ ~·~! i~:~I i~:; 

St&.t1st1:e tr-:r. tu: i;;.:;..:. ::ens1s, like those :rrom previous 
::e!1.SUsEs, 1nJ1::&te ".:tat tte roreii£!1 white stock was primarily 
:.:rba::. ~'.ioreo-;er. tr;e ;;;ro;xirt1or• Dr urban residents in each of 

the nativity and parentage classes in the white population 
varied directly with the number of generations of residence in 
the United States. Thus, in 1940, among the foreign-born 
white the percentage of urban residents was 80.0, among the 
native white of foreign parentage 76.8, among the native white 
of mixed parentage 68.8, and among the native white of native 
parentage 49. 9. Although im'lligrants from Europe have tended 
to settle in urban places in the past, a progressively larger 
proportion of the immigrants has been settling in these places. 

sex.-Because of the importance of the classification of 
the!Xipulation by sex, most of the data in this report are 
presented separately for males and females. Table III shows 
the white population of the United States by nativity, parent-
age, and sex. , 

Table III. WHITE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
BY NATIVITY, PARENTAGE, ANn SEX: 1940 

[Figures baaed on table l] 

NA.TIV!1'Y AND PARIDlTA.GE 
Total 14ale Female 

Tote::. •••••.••..•.•••• 118,701,558 59,595,815 59,005,743 

Native ....................... 107 ,282,420 53,584,800 53,597 ,620 
Native parentage........... 84,124,840 42,126,520 41,998,320 
Foreign er mixed parentage. 23,157,580 11,558,280 11,599,300 

For•ngn pe.rent'l.ge •••••••• 15,183,740 7,613,220 7,570,520 
l.!l.xed parentage.......... 7,973,840 3,945,060 4,028.'180 

Fatber foreign......... 5,267,140 2,600,980 2,666,160 
Motiler foreign......... 2,706,700 1,344,080 1,362,620 

Foreign born ................. 11,419,138 6,011,015 5,408,123 

PERCENT Males 
OF TOTAL per 100 

Male Female 1'ema.les 

50.3 

50.0 
50.l 
49.9 
50.l 
49.5 
49.4 
49.7 
52.6 

49.7 

50.0 
49.9 
50.1 
49.9 
50.5. 
50.6 
50.3 
4.7.4 

101.2 

100.2 
100.3 
99.6 

100.6 
g.7.g: 
97-6 
9B.6 

lll-1 

In 1940 there were 101.2 white males pep 100 white females. 
Tte numbers or males and females were more nearly equal than 
at any other census. In 1930 the ratio was 102.9, and in 
1890, 105.4. In both parentage classes of native whites, the 
nu..inbers or males and !emales were approximately the same 1n 
1940. Foreign-born white males outnumbered females in 1940 as 
in previous censuses, but the ratio was 111.l as compared with 
11~.B in 1J3G and 118.7 in 1890. These changes in the ratio 
of males to fem&.les emphasize the fact that the United States 
is emercing from the effects of' the period of' heavy immigra
tion in wti::h males grer::.tly outnumbered females. 

Age. -The age classification is based on the age of the 
person :.t r"is last birthday before the date of the census, 
tr.at is, trie :.6e of the person in completed years. In the 
l94G :ensus tabulations, when the age of a person was not re
ported, it was estimated on the basis of other information on 
the Population schedule such as marital status, school atten
dance, employ:nent status, age of' other members in the tarnily, 
etc. 

The distribution by age and 
population of' the United States 
shown in table IV. 

the median age of the white 
by nativity and parentage are 

Table r.'. 

[F.l~~~re.e !'7r f::.nr1gn-eH'.tn. •~ite 

AGE OF ~ 'i\':CI'.:'E POf'TJI..A'rION, BY Nl..TIYI'!'Y AND PARENTAGE, FCR THE UNITED STAT!i'....S: 1940 .AND 1930 

:~.:.sed ti:. t..:.t.l~ 7, 'cnitea .;t.: tes .;u."11111!1.ry <:Jf ::ecJn1 ::eri•s rop;.i.lli'!;ion Eull<>ti:ns; tig>.ires for native white by parentage based on table 9. 
Percent not shown where lelll! th.an o.lJ 

NATIVE W!UTE 
'l'O'.!'k:. llFI~ ;:<:;?J'U.'l'ICl'N FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

!iati ve parentage Foreign or mixed p'.lrentage 

lllumber Pereeut Nu.'lll>er Percei::.t !rumber Percent Number Percent 

1940 !;.)~ lkO 1930 1940 1930 l34C 1930 1940 1930 1940 1930 1940 1930 1940 193(). 

100.0 84,124,840 70,400,952 100.0 100.0 23,157 ,580 25,902,383 100.0 100.0 11,419,138 13,983,405 100.0 100.0 

9.2 B,297,140 7,987 ,384 9,9 11.3 l,000,620 2,120,776 4.3 8.2 
10.l 7,953,5a0 B,356,951 9.5 

8,321 34,009 0.1 0.2 
11.!I 1,413,900 2,652,339 6.1 10.2 21,584 

3.7 5,337,580 7,562,103 9.9 l;).7 2,013,040 2,953,787 8.7 
142,373 0.2 1.0 

U! 8,387,540 6,964,087 10.0 
11.4 53,751 178,534 0,5 1.3 

9.9 2,451,540 2,907,586 10.5 11.2 164, 785 
6,7 7,566,0&l 6,3b:l,45:l 9.0 9.1 2,577,220 2,482,022 11.1 

377 ,106 l.4 2.7 

7.9 ?,089,800 5,530,032 8.4 
9.6 209,509 747,188 l.8 5.3 

7.9 2,399,650 2,064,034 10.4 0.0 424,276 
'1.4 6,460, 700 4,929,SSl 7.7 

1,114,932 3.7 8,0 
'1.0 2,043,920 1,960,121 B.8 7.6 709 ,091 

7.5 5,773,890 4,688,623 6.9 6.7 1, 742,260 1,887,214 7.5 
1,320,810 6.2 9.4. 

6.6 5,103,020 3 ,962,059 6.1 
7.3 1,048,395 1,702,431 9.2 12.2 

5.6 1,621, 780 1,558,933 7.0 6.0 1,263,070 1,745,900 11.1 12.5 

6.4 5.!3 4,5?9,020 3,461,364 5.4 4,9 1,400,440 1,310,.154 
5.7 4.9 3,943,0SO 2 ,945,699 4.7 

6.3 5.1 1,503,905 1,610 ,052 13.2 
4.2 1,216,100 1,154,914 

11.5 

4,6 :i.9 3,192,100 2,304,214 3.9 
5.3 4.5 1,565,568 1,345,130 13.7 

3.3 934,34.0 966,611 4,0 I 3.7 1,318,750 
9,6 

li.7 3.2 2,583,6!0 l,824,088 :i.1 
1,048 ,476 11.5 

2.6 792,020 746,796 3.4 2.9 1,068,875 
'7,5. 

3.0 2.4 2,0!i7,500 l,!l4e,5lit 2.4 
925,893 9.4 

l.9 652,140 536, 715 2.8 2.1 
6.6 

2.0 l.'1 1,374,100 1,020,149 1.6 
812,528 721,899 '7.1 

2.1 
1.4 432,120 358,822 1.9 1.4 602,159 

5.2 

1.6 l,425,900 1,064,65<!- 1.7 
466,351 5.3 

1.5 409,490 231,259 l.8 0.9 644,571 
3.3 

J.l 57,596 0.1 10,300 
491,605 5.5 3,5 

10 ,716 0.1 

25.l 23.4 29.4 24.7 51.0 43,9 
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The median age of the native white of foreign or mixed oar

entage in 1940 was somewhat higher than that of the native 
white of native parentage--29.4 years for the former and 26 1 
years fot; the latter. (The median age is that age which di
vides the population into two equal groups--one-half being 
older, and one-half younger, than the median.) The foreign
born white were much older than either of the native white 
groups, having a median age of 51.0 years. 

Between 1930 and 1940 there was an increase in the median 
age of all three groups, amounting to about 3 years for the na
tive of native parentage, 5 years for the native of forei.f".n or 
mixed parentage, and 7 years for the foreign born. Th; re
strictions on i:n.~igration have prevented the replacement of the 
foreign born in the younger age groups, and the survivors of 
past immigration are now concentrated in the older ages. The 
effects of aging are now becoming noticeable in the second gen
eration of the foreign white stock; and they, like their par
ents, constitute an ever decreasing fraction of the total 
population. 

Between 1930 and 1940 there was a decline from 43. g percent 
to 39.2 percent in the proportion of the native white of native 
parentage who were less than 20 years old, c; decline from 41.1 
to 29.7 percent for the native white of foreign or mixed par
entage, and a decline from 5.2 to 2.2 percent for the foreign
born white. During the same 10-year period there was an 
increase from 4.9 to 5.8 percent in the proportion of persons 
fi5 years old and over among tln.e native white of native Darent
age~ an increase from 4.4 to 6-5 percent for tree na.tiv~ white 
or foreign or mixed parentage"' and an increa:::e. from 12 .0 to 
18.0 percent. ror the rc;reign-born white. 

Marital status.- In the classification by !lllirftal status 
rour major groups are soo11·m: single~ married.. widov;ect. and di
vorced. These terms refer to marital status at the time the 
census was taken. Persons classified as •mrriect•• co:nprise~ 
therefore. both those who have been married only once and those 
who have remarried aftsr being divorced or v;idowed. 

In some tables, the category "married" is further divided 
into "married, spouse present" and .. married, spouse absent ... 
This classification appears in the Population census reports 
for the first time in 1940. A person was classified as t1mar
ried, spouse preser:t 11 if tbe person's husband or wife was re
ported as a member of tl1e household in which the nerson was 
enumerated. The group "married, spouse absent" co~sists or 
married persons whose spouses were not 11vinf in the same house
hold at the time of the census. Tl'ie latter eroup includes, 
therefore, married persons wl:1ose families htive been broh:en by 
separation (often preceding divorce), im.~igrants whose husbands 
or v.ives wer~left abroad, husbands or wivef' of per~:ons enumer-

· ated as iruntites or institutions, ~nd other murried persons 
wllose usual place of residence is not the same aro· that of their 
husbands and wives, including soldiers, sailors, men in labor 
camps, etc., and their wives. 

In botl:J 1930 and 1940 there was a small number of persons 
for whom the enumerator failed to report marital status. In 
1940 all of these persons 14 and over were classified as 
single, whereas in 1930, only those under 18 were included 
among the single; and the remainder were shown as "unknmrn. 11 

Table V shows tr1e marital status of u,e white population of 
the United States 15 years old and over classified by nativity, 
parentage, and sex. 

The proportion in 1940 of the white population 15 years old 
and over that was or hc.d been married was 66.9 percent for 
mt.les and 73.8 percent for remales. The percentaEes for native 
white persons of native parentage were about tl1e sa:ne as for 
all white persons, whereas among the nc. tive white male::: of for
eign or mixed parentage, only 58.2 percent were returned as 
married, widowed, or divorced, and only 65.7 percent of tte :re
males were in these classes. Among the foreirn-born wili te pop
ulation, 83.8 percent of the males 15 years old and over and 
90.0 percent of the females of the same age were returned as 
married, widowed, or divorced. 

The percentage married, widowed, or divorced for the foreign
born white exceeded that for the native white of native parent
age because the foreign born were concentrated at the upper age 
levels. If the percent distribution by mar1tal status is 
standardized for age, the effects of differences i~ age compo
sition are eliminated and the percentage married, widowed, or 
divorced for the foreign born is seen to be sli.'::htly less than 
tl:lat for the native of native parentage. (See table V.) The 
standardized percent distribution for a nativity a~d parentage 
group of a gi':en sex is tl1e one that would have been obserred 
if that group had had the same age composition as the total 
white population or that sex for the United ~tates 15 years old 
and over, and if the percentages by r.iarital status at each age 
level for the group had been unchanged. 

Table V. MARITAL ST/..TUS OF THE WHITE POFUL.t,,TION' 15 YEARS OLD ;,J;n OVE;..;, 
BY Ni .. TIVITY, PJ,,RENTAGE, AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 

[Figurea based on table 16] 

SEX, N.\.TIVITY, AND PARENTAGE Total Single Married Widowed Divorced 

Ma.le, 15 years and over ••••.• 44,'7'74,140 14,807,500 27,439,340 1,896,900 580,400 

Native ••.•••...••••••••.•.•...•.• 38,960,920 13,867,300 23,166,800 1,416,820 510,000 
Native parentage ............... 2'1,642,520 9,973,960 18,162,220 1,103,120 403,220 
Foreign or mixed parentage..... ~,318,400 3,893,3-!<J 5,004,580 313,'700 106,780 

Foreign born.···.·••............. 5,813,220 940,200 4,322,54D 480,080 70,400 

Female, 15 years and over .... 44,518,920!11,667,700 27,194,540 4,892,600 764,080 

Native .•.•••.....•...•..••....... 3'3,308,640]11,148,980 23,646,520 3,814
1
980 598,160 

Native :parentage •••.•.••••.•... 29,894,020 7,916,200 18,490,400 2,928,720 558,700 
Foreign or mixed :parentage..... 9,414,620 3,232,780 5,156,120 886,260 139,460 

Foreign born..................... 5,210,280 518,720 3
1
548,020 1,077,520 65,920 

Percent of total 

lllale, 15 years and over ....... 
~-

100.0 33.1 61.4 4~~ ~ 
Native ••.••.••••..•.•••••••••••.• 100.0 35.6 59.5 <i.6 1.3 Natl ve parentage ••••..•..•.•... 100.0 33.6 61.3 3.7 1.4 Foreign or mixed parentage •.••. 100.0 41.8 53.7 3.4 1.1 Foreign born .•.•...••..•••••.••.• 100.0 16.2 74.4 B.3 1.2 

Female, 15 years and over ..... - 100.0 26.2 61.1 11.0 1.7 
Native .•...•••.••.•••••.••.•••.•. 100.0 28.4 60.2 9.7 1.8 Native :parentage •••....••••• , •• 100.0 26.5 61.9 9.B 1.9 Foreign or mixed parentnge ••.•. 100 .o 34.3 54.8 9.4 1.5 Foreign born .•.•.•••••.•••••••.•. 100.0 10.0 68.l 20.7 1.3 

Percent Of total 
standardized for age 

Male, 15, years and over •••••• 100.0 33.1 61.4 4.2 1.3 
Native ••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•• 100.0 32.9 61.6 4.2, 1.4 

Native paren.tag!i' ••••••••••••..• 100.0 31.1 63.3 4.21 1.4 
Foreign or mixed parentage ••••. 100.0 38.5 56.2 4.1 1.2 

Forei!gi:t born ••••••••••••••••••••• 100 .o 35.5 59.1 4.5 0.9 

Female, 15 yeers; end over •••• 100.0 26.2 61.l 11.0 1.7 
llative ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 100.0 26.6 60.8 liJ.8 1.8 

Native parent~--············· 100.0 24.7• 62.5 lJ.') 1.9 
F'oreign or mixed paNntage ••••• 100.0 32.6. 55.4 l:l.5 1.5 

Foreign born ••••••••••••••••••••• 100.0 26.l 61.1 11.6 1.2 

The percentage married. widm'ied, or divorct:d ror native males 
and females of foreign or mixed parentage was less tiian that 
for either of the oti1er nativi t;,• and parentage groups, 1:-i terms 
of both the actual and ·or the standardized figure. Examination 
of the marital status of persons in the different age groups 
indicates that the native white of native parentage marry at 
decidedly younger ages on the average than either the first or 
second generation of the foreign white stoci<. 

Years of school completed.-A question on the 1940 census 
sclledu.le b.sked ro:r the last full e:;rade tr.at the person had com
pleted in the regular school system--public, private, or paro
cl1ial scl1ool, college, or university. This question replaced 
the inquiry on illiteracy included in previous censuses and 
provides data whici~ are significant for every population group, 
especially in combination with other characteristics. The 
statistics on years of school completed presented in this re
port relate only to persons 25 years old and over, those who 
may generally be considered as having completed their formal 
education. Some of the tables summarize the educational sta
tistics in terms of the median year or school completed, that 
is, the year which divides the population group into equal 
parts, one-half having completed more schooli!'l.€ and one-half 
having completed less schooling than the median. These medians 
are expressed in terms of a continuous series of nwnbers repre
senting years of school completed. For exa~ple, the completion 
of the first year of high school is·indicated by 9 and of the 
last year of college by 16. For the sake of compar~bility, the 
first year of high school is uniformly represented by 9, al
though there are some areas with only 7 years of elementary 
school. 

The median number of years of school completed by the white 
population of the United States 25 years old and over classified 
by age, sex, nativity and parentage, is presented in table VI. 

The native white of native parentage 25 years old and over 
led the other groups in years of school co~pleted, with a medi
an of 8.9 years, followed by the native white of foreign or 
mixed parentage with 8.6 years and the foreign-born white with 
7.3 years. A part of these differences is attributable to the 
differing age cornpbsi tion of the nativity and parentage classes. 
Younger adults generally have had more formal schooling than 
older adults, because educational standards have been increas-
1ng rapidly in the past fifty years. For example, among the 
native white of native parentage, the median number of years of 
school completed was 10.8 for persons 25 to 34 years old, but 
only 7.8 for those 65 years old and over. 
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Table VII. COMPhRISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULJ,TIONS AND COMBY-

YEJ..F.S OF SCHOOL C01PLETED BY THE WHITE PLETE COUNT FOR THE WHITE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
;.::::i OVER, BY ;,GE, :~;,TIVITY, p,;.HE!~AGE, N;..TIVITY J.JID SEX: 1940 

STA':'E'3: 1940 

based on table :n] 

Fe~le 11 :35 years ud our ..•.. 
;:;:;. 1.o 34 yeli!rs ................... . 
~t' 'tO 44 jrfll!l'?'S. •,. .. •. • ........ • • • .. • • 
4~ tiz 5'l yee..:'s ............... ,. .......... .. 
:.:. tc £.4 yei;.::-~ ............... ~ ........ . 
~5 yee.!"~ a::a 07~r .................... .. 

'Iotal 
wt.ite 

8.4 

~ , 
7.8 
?,5 

e.:: 

7.8 

NA.TIVl W:'l!TE L-----------1 Foreign-
liative 0~0:;: born 

Total paren te.ge parentage white 

8.8 8.9 8.6 7.3 

10.6 10.S 10.l 8.6 
e.9 · 9.0 8.7 7.'I 
8,5 e.5 B.3 7.0 
8.2 

8.21 
8.1 7.0 

7,8 7.B 7.8 7.1 

8.6 6.7 I 8.6 7.:J 
.~ 1:.::; I 9.9 8.6 
.:: 8.8 \ 8.6 7.8 
.3 

~:~I 
E.3 7.0 

8.D 6.0 7.0 
7.£ 7.6 ! 7 .7 7.0 

8,9 i '3.1 8,7 7.3 
11.0 11.2 10.3 8,3 

3.3 '3.5 6.8 7.6 
8 .. U S.7 6.4 6.9 
~ " 1:.4 a.2 7.IJ 
7,9 8.C ?.9 ?.l 

l>A.TIV1TY' AND SEX: 

Total. ...••••••.• 

?iative ...................... 
Foreign born ........... 

Male ............... 
!iati ve,. ................. 
.Foreign born ........... 

female ............. 
Native ................. 
Foreign born ........... 

Based on 
complete 
count 

118,214,870 

106. 795. 73.3 
11,419,138 

59,448 ,548 
53,437 ,533 

6,011,015 

58, 766 ,322 
53,358,199 
5,408,123 

Baaed on 
5-percent 

sampla 

118,392,040 

107 ,282,420 
11,109 ,620 

59 ,541,380 
53,684,800 
5,856,580 

58,850,660 
53,597 ,620 
5,253,040 

i>.4:CESS OF SAMPLE 
OVER CO!.!PL1'TE COUNT 

Amount 

177,170 

486,688 
-,309,516 

92,632 
247 ,26'1 

-154,435 

64,336 
239,421 

-155 ,083 

Percent 
of 

complete 
count 

0.1 

o.5 
-2.7 

0.2 
0.5 

-2.6 

0.1 
0,4 

-2. 9 

CO'..i:F~~'1.I5G:; EE:".\'EE!'. ?..ES1JL'.:'S OF S."2'.FLE T;.sur.;..Trc::;s ;::n C0~1PLETE CO\r.:T FOR TEE AGE OF THE WHITE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
BY !{;.TI'iI7Y ;.,:1 SEX: 1940 

::nn-er ! ye~rs ........ ,. ... ,..; ... .. 
E:. to 3 
-.~ to ynrs ........... .. 
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INTRODUCTION 5 
CONIPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS 

AND COMPLETJi! COUNT 

In table 1 the 1940 figures for nonwhite and for foreign
born White are based on a complete count and the figures for 
the native white by parentage are based on the five-percent 
sample. The figures for the total population and the total 
White population are, therefore, composite and differ from cor
responding figures published elsewhere, which are based entire
ly on the complete ·count or entirely on the sample tabulations. 
In tables 2 to 7 the 1940 figures for the foreign-born white 
are based on the complete count and the figures for the native 
white by parentage a.re based on the five-percent sample. These 
figures for the white population are thus also composite and 
V(ill not exactly agree with corresponding figures published 
elsewhere, based entirely on the complete count or entirely on 
the sample tabulations. In table 8 the 1940 figures for the 
foreign-born white and the native white population are from the 
complete count, whereas those for the native white of foreign 
or mixed parentage are from the sample tabulations. The figures 
for the native white of native parentage represent the diffe1·
ence between the figures from the complete count for the native 
White population and those from the sample tabulations for the 
native white of foreign or mixed parentage. In the remaining 
tables of this bulletin (9 to 34) all 1940 figures are based on 
the five-percent sample. 

The statistics based on the sample tabulations are expected 
.to differ somewhat from those which would have been obtained 
from a complete count of the population. An analysis of the 
statistics based on the tabul&tions of the five-percent sample 
of the population for items that were obtained also for the 
total population indicates that in 95 percent of the cases the 
sample statistics differ from the complete census statistics by 
less than 5 percent tor all numbers of 10,000 or more, by less 
than 10 percent tor numbers between 5,000 and 10,000, and by 
less than 20 percent for numbers between 2,000 and 5,000. 
Somewhat larger variation may be expected in numbers below 
2,000. Even tor these small numbers, however, the majority of 

the differences between the sample and the complete census s~a
tistics a.re less than 10 percent, aithough much larger differ
ences occasionally occur. 

Table VII presents a comparison of figures from the sample 
tabulations and those from the complete count ror the white 
population or the United States by sex and nativity. 

The differences between figures from the sample tabulations 
and those from the complete count tor the total population and 
for each sex were relatively small. The figure from the sample 
tabulations of the foreign-born white was, however, 2.7 percent 
below that from the complete count. a deviation appreciably 
larger than would have been expected to arise from sampling 
variation a.lone. This difference resulted from a tendency in 
the sample coding to classify persons as native white of native 
parentage at the expense of other categories. Thus, it is 
quite possible that the native white or foreign or mixed par
entage were underrepresented in the sample tabulations in about 
the same proportion as the foreign-born white. (Since the 
questions on parentage were asked only of persons in the 5-
percent sample, no comparison between figures from the sample 
tabulations and those from the complete count for this item was 
possible.) 

The age distribution of the white population of the United 
States, by nativity and sex, according to the sample tabula
tions and the complete count is presented in table VIII. 

For the foreign-born white, the figures from the sample tab
ulations show a considerable excess of persons in the age group 
"Under 5 years," and a slight excess in the age group 115 to 9 
years." In the remaining age groups the.se figures are from 0.9 
to 5.3 percent below the complete-count figures. Differences 
between the figures from the sample tabulations and those rrom 
the comp~ete count for the total and for the native whit~ popu
lation are relatively small. 

The years of school completed by the white population of the 
United States, 25 yea.rs old c..~d over, by nativity and sex, ac
cording to the sample tabulations and the complete count a.re 
presented in table IX. 

Table IX. COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND COMPLETE COUNT FOR YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED FOR THE WHITE POPULATION 25 YEARS 
OLD AND OVER, BY NATIVITY AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 

[Percent not shown where less than 0.1] 

TOTAL 111IITE NATIVE "MUTE FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

Excess o'f sample Excess o'f sSlll.ple Excess o'f swnple 

YEARS OF SCHOOL 
over complete count over complete c aunt 

Based 'OJl 
over comnlete count 

Based on Based on Based on Based on Based on 
COMPLETED AND 5ll complete 5-percent Percent complete 5-percent Percent complete 5-percent Percent 

count sample .Amount 
ot count sample Amount 

o'f count sample Amount 
o'f 

complete complete complete 
count count count 

Total, 25 years and over •• 67,999,523 67 ,949, 760 -49,768 -0.1 57,088,885 57,287 ,200 248,865 0.4 10,961,188 10,662,560 -298,628 -2.7 

No years o'f school completed •••• 2,099,995 2,128,400 28,405 1.1 764,884 832,300 67. 916 8.9 l,335,611 l,291,100 -44,511 -3,S 
Grade school: 1 to 4 years ..... 5,222,119 5,258,620 36,501 0.7 3,457 ,673 3,511,640 53', 967 1.6 1,764,446 l,746,980 -17,466 -1.0 

5 and 6 years •••• 7 ,082,235 7,061,820 -20,415 -0.3 5,513,101 5,542,340 29,239 0.5 l,569,134 1,519,480 -49,654 -5.2 
7 and 8 years •••• 24,546,893 24,471,240 -75,653 -0.3 20,558,596 00 ,590,860 32,264 0.2 3,988,297 3,880,880 -107,917 -2.7 

High school: l to 3 years ••••• 10,503,592 10,601,400 -2,192 - 9,842,214 9,859,820 17,506 0.2 761,378 74l,5SO -19. 798 -2.6 
4 years .......... 10,255,333 10,232°,540 -22, 793 -0.2 9,447,826 9,451,900 4,074 - 807 ,507 780,640 -26,867 -3.3 

College: l to 3 years ..... 8,948,681 3,976,240 27 ,559 0.7 S,737,470 3,775,560 38,090 l.O 211,211 200,680 -10,531 -5.0 
4 years or more •• 3,319,785 3,324, 760 4,975 0.1 3 1067 I 788 3,081,560 13, 777 0.4 252,002 243,200 -8,802 -3.5 

Not reported •••••••••••••.•••••• 920,890 899. 740 -21,150 -2.S 649,288 641,220 -8,068 -1.2 271,602 258,520 -13,082 -4.8 

Kale, 25 years and over ..... 34,113,972 34,167 ,080 53.108 0.2 28,326,535 28,526 ,120 199,585 0.7 5 I 787,437 5,640,960 -146,477 -2.5 

No years o:r school completed •••• 1,086,888 l,l00,260 13,372 1.2 431,671 465,680 34,009 7.9 655,217 634,580 -20,637 -3.l 
Grade school: l to 4 years ..... 2,947,818 2,962,960 15,142 0.5 1,979,185 2,004,960 25,825 l.8 968,683 958,000 -10,683 -1.l 

5 and 6 years •••• 3,725,114 s, 721,140 -3,974 -0.l 2,891,352 2,916,140 24,788 0.9 833 I 762 805,000 -28,762 -3.4 
7 and 8 years •••• 12,619 ,179 12,624,140 4,961 - 10,540,144 10,594,580 54,486 0.5 2,079;035 2,029,560 -49,475 -2.4 

High school: 1 to 8 years ..... -5,089,656 5,090,640 984 - 4, 699,997 4,708,940 8,943 0.2 389,659 381,700 -7,959 -2.0 
4 years .......... 4,381,386 4,391,020 9,634 0.2 3 ,980. 761 3,998,280 17 ,519 0.4 400 ,625 392,740 -7,885 -2.0 

College: l to 3 years ••••• 1,769,814 1,792,060 22,246 l.3 1,644,584 l,672,780 28 ,196 1.7 125,230 ll9,280 -5,950 -41;8 
4 years or more •• 1, 975,295 1,978,980 8,685 0.2 1,788,670 1,799,480 10,810 0.6 186,625 179,500 -7,125 -3.8 

Not reported ................... -.._ 518,822 505,880 -12,942 -2.5 370,221 365,280 -4,941 -1.3 148,601 140,600 -8,001 -5.4 

Female, 25 years and over •.• 33,885,551 38. 782,680 -102,871 -0.3 28,711,600 28,761,080 49,280 0.2 5,173,751 5,021,600 -152,151 -2.9 

No years o'f school completed •••• 1,018,107 l,023,140 10 ,033 l.0 332, 713 366,620 83, 907 10.2 680,394 656,5a:l -23,874 -3.5 
Grade school: l to 4 years ••••• 2,274,301 2,295,660 21,359 0.9 l,478,538 l,506,680 28,142 l.9 795,763 788,980 -6,783 -0.9 

5 and 6 years •••• 3,357,121 8,340,580 -16,441 -0.5 2,621,749 2,626',200 4,451 0.2 735 ,372 714,480 -20,892 -2.8 
7 and 8 years .... ll,927,714 ll,847,100 -80,614 -0.7 10,018,452 9,996,280 -22,172 -0.2 l,909 ,262 1,850,820 -58,442 -s.1 

High school: l to 8 years ..... 5,518,936 5,510,760 -3,176 -0.l 5,142,217 5,150,880 8,663 0.2 371,719 859,880 -11,839 -s.2 
4 years .......... 5,878,94? 5,841,520 -82,427 -0.6 5,467,065 5,453,620 -13,445 -0.2 406,882 887,900 -18,962 -4.7 

College: l to 3 years ..... 2,178,667 2,184,180 5,813 0.2 2,092,886 2,102,780 9,894 0,5 65,981 81,400 -4,581 -5.3 
4 years or more •• l,344,490 1,345,780 l,290 0.1 l,279,113 1,282,080 2,967 0.2 55. 377 63,700 -1,677 -2.IS 

Not reported •••••••••••••••••• ,,. 402,068 393,860 -8,208 -2.0 279,057 275,940 -3,127 -1.l 123,001 ll7 ,920 -5 ,081 -4.l 
-



6 NATNITY AND PARENTAGE OF .THE WHITE P0PULATION 
For the total white population the differences between fig

ures from the sample tabulations and the complete count are 
relatively small. For the native white population, the sample 
tabulations show a considerable excess for the category 0 no 
years or school completed." For the foreign-born white popula
tion, the figur.es from the sample tabulations were somewhat 
less than the figures from the comnlete count for the categories 
"not reported" and ''college, 1 to 3 years." 

Alvhough these deviations or the figures based on the sample 
tabulations from the complete-count figures should be taken in-

to consideration in ma.king inferences from the sample data, 
they are not sufficiently large to affect the general conclu
sions which have been drawn from the statistics presented in 
this report. 

In a forthcoming technical bulletin there will be a detailed 
exposition Qf the sanipling method, descriptions or the various 
samples that were taken, and comparisons between the samples and 
complete count. The purpose or the bulletin will be to assist 
in evaluating the data that are published on the basis of the 
samples. 
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