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FORE"W'ORD 
~ 

Sampling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for 
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sampling 
methods permitted the collection of statistics on a larger nu:nber of in
quiries than has heretofore been possible, the release of preliminary popu
lation statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many 
social and economic characteristics of the population at a relatively low 
cost. 

This report is based in large part upon the tabulation of a 5-percent 
sample of the population returns ·and presents statistics on the country of 
origin of the foreign white stock at the time of the 1940 census. These 
statistics are designed primarily to indicate the national origins of the 
foreign-born white and the native white of foreign parentage in the United 
States. This report was prepared under the supervision of Dr. Leon E. 
Truesdell, Chief Statistician for Population, and Dr. A. Ross Eckler, 
Assistant Chief Statistician, by Dr. Henry s. Shryock, Jr., Chief of Gen
eral Population Statistics, Dr. Henry n. Sheldon, and Dr. Paul c. Glick. 
The sampling procedures were under the direction of Dr. w. Edwards Deming, 
Mathematical Adviser. 
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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF FOREIGN STOCK 

INTRODUCTION 
GENERAL 

'l.111s Population report Presents statistics on the country ot 
origin or the foreign white stock or the United States, cross
classi!ied by a number ot characteristics. The subjects by 
which country or origin is cross-classified are nativl ty and 
paren'ta.8e, age, tenure, and value or . m::>nthly rent o:r hOmer ror 
the toreign white stock, and· citizen$h'ip tor the torei.Bn-1'6rn 
White. The statistics in this report are based on the Brxteenth 
Decennial Census of Population, taken. as ot ·April 1, 1940. 
Most or the statistics in this repert at:e- based on a !ive-:-per
cent sample or the population enumerat~d in the 1940 census. 1 

Statistics on the country or origin ~f the :foreign white 
stock are significant chiefly ln revealing the nationality com
position or this considerable segment (almost 30 percent) or 
tb.e wh1 te population. Since so large a proportion of the popu
lation or :roreign bi~h or parentag1:1 in the United States is 
1rh1 te, statistics on country o! origin are presented :ror the 
1rh1te population only. The great majority or the Negro popula
'tion 1n the United ·states are or old native stock. For the 
toreign stock or other races, the racial designation usually 
indicates country of origin: For example, the Chinese popula
tion 1s practically all or Chinese origin, and the Japanese 
popu·lation is practically all or Japanese origin. Even if the 
nonwhite races were more important nwnerically, tbere!ore, de
tailed statistics regarding their countries or origin would not 
be necessary. 

·Related reports. - This report is one or three reports on the 
cbe.racterlst!cs ot the white population by nativity and parent
qe. One or the other reports in this series, entitled "Gener
al Characteristics," presents data on the white population by 
age, marital status, and years or school completed. The re
•ining report, entitled 1'Mother Tongue," presents data on 
mother ·tongue, classified by nativity, parentage, and age tor 
the totai wbi te population, and by country o:r origin to~ the 
foreign white stock. 

Data on age, citizenship, and country or birth or the 
foreign-born white are included in Volume II of the 1940 Popu
lation reports, entitled "Characteristics or the ·Populat1o~," 
and. comprising the second series or Population bulletins. Data 
on age and citizenship Qt this group are ampl1!1ed in Volume IV 
or Population reports, entitled "Cbarac_teristics by .Age--:Mari
tal Status~ Relationship, Education, and Citizenship," and com
pr1S1ng the tourth series o:r POpulation bulletins. In the 
pr-esent report the anal.ysis or . th-ese characteristics is ex
tended still turther by shoWing them classified by country or 
origin. 

.Arrangement o:r tables. - The tables in the present report 
:tall into two me.in groups. The !irst group (tables l to 8) 
present statistics on the :roreign white stock by nativity, 
parentage and country or origin, tor the United States, three 
regions (the North, the South, and the West), divisions, and 
their urban-rural parts; tor States and :ror tb.e urban-rural 
parts or states with a roreign-born white population or 50,000 
or mo~; tor cities or 500.000 or more inhabitants; and :tor 
cities or 100,000 or more 1Dhabitants with 50,000 or more 
:roreign-born whites. . In these tables the :roreign-born white 
are classitied by their own country or birth and the native 
white ot roreign or m1xed parentage are classitied by coun~ry 
or birth or parents. 

T.be second group or tables (tables 9 to 16) present data on 
the citizenship o:r the toreign•born white {tables 9 to 11) • on 

1 'fll9 lNO hpal.ation Oen8U8 aohe4u1e 1• reproduoe4 in • ~ 1 ot 
Yol_. In. llD4 ".t'art 1 ot Tollllle IV ot ~ Sixteenth eenau,. Beporte on 

• . · · ,,, -tlv'.. t ael.ecttng the 5-per-hJ•l•:"1oa., with a not"' ind1oa1:~ the :me ...... o re 
... ~ .... l• or 1;he popliia.Uon, upon which moat o:t the ata.Ustioa P -
... i.a. U. '\Ida report are ltuec1.. ·'Th• -i.DstruotioJUI to eaumentors are 
.i.o :r.proau9.4 1Jl theae TolU1188. 

the age distribution of the foreign White stock (tables 12 to 
14), and· on tenure and value or rent o! home !or the tore1gn: 
white stock (tables 15 and 16). In general, these data are 
shown tor the United States, tour regions (the Northeastern 
States, the North Central States, the South, and the West), and 
selected cities. The basic classitication is likewise by coun
try or origin bUt the :roreign-born white are classified by 
country or birth or parents rather than by their own country or 
birth. (See section on "COuntry or or1.g1n" below.) 

Availability or unpttbl1shed data. - In the tabulations bf 
country of origin three class1!1cat1ons were used: A tull list 
or countries, an 1ntermed1ate list or countries, and an abridged 
list of countries. {See section on "COllntry ot origin" below.} 
All or the data classitied by the run list o! countries or 
origin and pres~nted in table 3 for the united States were also 
tabUlated tor States. All or the data classified by the inter
mediate list or countries o:r origin a.n.d presented 1:n ts.bl,e 3 
tor the urban-rural parts o! the united States were al.so tabu
lated tor the urban-rural perts o:r states and tor c1 ties ct 
100,000 or mre inhabitants. All or the data class1t1ed b.Y tbe 
abridged list or countries or origin and presented 1n tables 9 
to 16 ror the United States, were also tabulated. ror the !our 
regions, tor seven selected cities (Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Los .Angeles, New York, a.Dd Philadelphia} and !or the 
States in which these cities are located. Because o! space 
11m1tations these data are- not published in !Ull detail tor 
some or the snaller areas. 

The unpublished statistics, so rar as the f!gures are large 
enough to be sign1!1cant, can be us.de avail.able upon rec;iuest, 
tor the cost or transcribing or reproducing them. Requests !ct' 
such statistics, addressed. to the Directdr of the census. 
Washington, D. C., Will receive a ];>rompt reply Which will in
clude an estimlte o! the cost or preparing the data. 

DEFINITIONS OF TEBY3 .AND EXPLANATIONS 

color. - Th.e statistics in· tb.1s report relate only to the 
white population. Persons o! Mexican birth or ancestry who 
were not de!til.itely Indian or or other noIJWb).te race were re
turned as white in 1940. SU.ch persons were designated Me:.dcan 
in 1930 and were a.lassitied as nomrh1 te. The 19S> data !or 
whites published 1n this report have been adjusted to coo:rorm 
to the 1940 de!ini tion. The adju.stmel'.It of the 1930 data in
volved adding roreign-born Mexicans to foreign-born white ror 
each country o:r origin, a.Dd native :MeJdcans or :foreign or :m.txe<l 
parentage to native wh1 te or foreign or mixed parentage llbose 
parents were born in 11eX1co • 

Nativity and parentage. - The wnrte population 1s classi!ied 
bY nativity into two groups: Native White and foreign-born 
white A. person born 1n the united" states or in 8!lY' o! its 
outiying territories or wssessions is counted as native. 
Lile6wise included as native are the small llUIDber of persons 
who. although born in a tore18n country or at sea, were .Ameri
can' citizens by birth because their parents were .American citi-
zens All other persons are_counted as !ore18n barn. . 

'!'he native white wpuJ.ation 1s c:t.assitied by pe:rentage 1nto 
tour groups as follows: (1) Native parentage (boith peren). (~} 

united States or in the outlying possess ons • 
born in the (both J:Wil'ents :rore!gn born); (3) ·rather 
foreign parentage bo_ .'im"'11 mother native). and (4) 100ther 
:roreign (rather roretgn m:"r"'" • last two 
t 1DYI (mother rorei~ barn 1iDd rather native}. The 
ore .,.... tr :tlY combined under' the heeding 

!'r these groups are equ.en: .~-........ under the heading "!o~ 
"mixed ~"" and the last ......... .,.., 

efgn or iD1xed •. . e." The tel'fJ1 l'tforeign white stock" is 
:rore1~1: the cod>~ total of 1JJO classes, namely• the 

used to ca . 1 white or rore!gn. or lldxed 
toreign-bom wb1:te _and"' ~:t! :v:tock " tnere:rore comprises 
parentage. '!'be - ... ore..._.. • 
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2 NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF THE WHITE POPULATION 
those perscns who were born abroad or who had at least one 
~~rent foreign ·oorn, that is, those persons of the first and 
second, but not subsequent, generations. 

Country of origin.~In general, country of origin is defined 
as the country of birth of the foreign-born white and as ~he 
country of birth or the parents of the native white or foreign 
or miXed parentage. In some of tte tables of this report, 
however, the foreign-born white: as well as the native White of 
foreign or mixed parentage. are classified by country or birth 
of parents. 

In the 1940 census beth the question on country of birth and 
the supplementary question on country of birth of parents re
ferred to the political boundaries as they were on January 1, 
1937. such countries as Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Poland 
are therefore included. The classification of the 1930 popu
lati~n is based on the political boundaries of 1930, which were 
in most respects identical with those or January l, i937, so 
that figures for these two censuses are reasonably comparable. 

The detailed tables in ttis report show three different 
lists of countries of origin: A full l!st of countries (List 
A}, an intermediate list of countries (List B), and an abridged 
list or countries (List C). These lists are as follows: 

b'.£?tl ~ ~ 

llbrtlmle.ste.m Europa :B1U'Ope ·~Europa 
~ Englmd ~ l!Dd Wales 
Scotland Scotll!Dd Scotllmd 
Wales 'lfales Northern Irellmd 
l'lcrt.!!ler!I !rel.and Jrort.hern Irellmd Irieh Free state (Eire) 
lriah Frei! State (Eire} Irish Free st.ate {Eire} 

lionaq liorm;y 

Simden l!i'orway Sweden 
llvmari: Smida Demiarlc 
Iceland Ilei:narlc 

l'ietherllmda 
lllet.herlemda l!letherl.2ttldll Switzerland 
:Eelgim Bel,gim l':nmce 
~ ~ Other liortl:l!llestem 
Switzerlamd Switzerland Europe 
Fnmce !'ranee 

Cfmt:rel l!ll:rD'pll ~ 
Oml:tral Europe 

Gemimy 
Gersa:rq Poled li:lllmd 
l'blqd Czechoalovalda czeebosllmlld.a 
~lawdc1a Autr1a .Au.atria 
Aiutr1a ~ ~ 
~ YU!!Psl.avia YUSDBl.avia 
Yugos!ana 

Runia (U.S.S.R.) katen. Europe 
~Jliluo}llll latvia Russia (U.S.S.R.) 

Ilcsaia {'!! .S.S.R.) I.itlmania Lith=nia 
.Latvia l'inlaae J'illllmd 
J!!aton1a illmfm1a Ilsan1a 
Li t.lmall1a ~'"la Other Eastern Xmope 
l'i~ !'ultsy in Eumpe 
!llmm!1a Boutllem '.hroll8 
~ Greece Greece 
~in.llitrope Ita!J' Italy 

~~ 
Spain Other Bcmhern Europe 
Partvgal 

Greece otMr llarope 
It.al:y Other :Europe 
Spain .Aa111. 
mrt.ugaJ. .bi&. 

Otber~ 
Palestille ad .87rla .A.ur1cll. 
'!lm:!l'1 in Aa1a Ceada..J'rench 
Other Asia Cl11'lllda-Other 

.bia Mex:!. co 
hleatiu Jilllert:a other Alaeriea 
3yri& Climma-l'rench 
'l'mb,.- b. Asia c~ .All other llJlll :not re-Ot.ba.r A.Ilia ~ JOrle4 
~ 1'e:x:l.co 
~..J'ND!lh C!lba Bil other llrest 
c~ hlliu 
liaC'owiiilad Centnl e4 S0-11.t.h 
l!a:xicc kur1ca 
~ 
Ot.li.er 'Beet hiiea All ct.'bilr 
c.t.nl .Jimllriea .!mstralia 
bt.b .-r:.oa .bores 

m otller 
All other 11114 not re-

Autn.llat. 
ported 

.boru 
t:'.ltllar.A:lJll:.tic~ 
All Cl'l:.'l!ler lllild JIOt re-

J>O:rted 

Among the tables or this report~ the cfu1'6 of one or these 
t.bree lists of countries o:r origin depends in part on the mm
ber of other character1st1cs used in cross-classification, and 
in on the size or areas !or which figures are shown. In 

l to 8, the foreign White stock is classified by only 
two cbaracter1st1cs--coilJ.!lt:ry of origin and nativity--and con

w1 th the exception of table 2, the more detailed 
. lists A and B are used. (In table 2, 

wh1en is a h1stor1cal table, the abridged list c is used, since 

data ror many of the countries are not available separately :ror 
the earlier census years.) Where data for urban-rura.1 areas 
and cities appear (tables 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8), the intermediate 
list B ·is used. In Ji.he remaining tables in which country o:r 
origin appears (taples-10-; 11, 13, 14, and 16) the abridged 11st 
c is used in ord~,:r; to obtafo frequencies sufficiently large :ror 
cross-classificatfon with additional characteristics such as 
citizenship, age, and value or rent. 

Further reduction of detail on country or origin is made in 
some tables by showing separately only selected countries, that 
is, countries in a given list with at least a specified number 
or persons in a given nativity class. Thus, in tables 4,. 6, 
and 8, only those countries with 2,000 or more native white of 
foreign or mixed parentage are shown separately. In tabl.e 11 
only those countries with 2,000 or more foreign-born White are 
shown separately, and in table 14, which presents a detailed 
classification by age, for regions and selected cities, the 
criterion is raised to 5,000 or more foreign-born white. These 
criteria do not apply · strictty to the categories "canada
French" and "Canada-Other," both of wl'lich are shown separately 
if one, but not the other,·satisfies the criterion. 

In all of the tables of thfs report which show country of 
origin, the native wh;I. te of foreign or mixed parentage are 
classified by country pf birth of parents. In tables 1 to 8 
the foreign-born white are classified by their own country _,,, 
birth. but in the remaining tabl,es they are classified by coun
try of birth of parents. Where the classification is by country 
of birth of parents, persons with both parents foreign or with 
rather foreign and mother native are classified by country of 
birth of father, and persons with mother foreign and rather 
native, by country of birth of mother. 

The distribution of the foreign-born white in tables 9 to 16 
thus differs from some of the distributions published elsewhere 
1r. the 1940 reports where th~ classification is by country of 
birth. This difference in classific.ation results :rrom the !"act 
that it was not mechanically. feasible to include the country of 
birth or the person himself in the' tabulation on which the data 
on citizenship, age, tenure, and value or rent by country o:r 
origin are based. The differenaes between these two types 01' 
c'!aS:aification are shown in table I in wl'lich the :roreign-born 

. white:~re classi!ied both by the1,r' own country of birth and by 
the country of birth of their.parents. 

With a few exceptions, the differences between the two bases 
or classification are small. The chief exceptions are groups 
of countries from which 1mmigrants have been comparatively raw, 
countries with recent boundary changes, and countries of' the 
Western Hemisphere, notably Canada, which have substantial. num
bers or foreign born, many or whose children migrated to the 
United States. It is pr_obable that, for Canada, a large part 
of the differe:iice between the figures ror country or birth and 
country of birth of parents is accounted for by persons born in 
Canada or parents born in Europe. 

Since the figures qn country or birth are from the compJ.ete 
count and figures on country of birth of parents are based on 
the sample tabulation, the differences under consideration are 
also slightly atfected by sampling variation. 

The foreign white stock in the United States decreased 13.3 
percent between 1930 and 1940. (See table 3.) A marked de
cline (21.5 percent) occurred among persons originating In 
Northwestern Europe. Those originating in central Europe de
clined 16.0 percent. but the number from Eastern and southern 
Europe changed very little. . 

The foreign white stock from the British Isles, France,. and 
SWitzerland showed the most marked decreases among the stocks 
from Northwestern Europe. The relatively high rates o:r de
crease that occurred between 1930 and 1940 in the :core1.gn 
White stock from countries or ·Northwestern Europe can be ex
plained by the fact that the bulk of the immigrants from these 
countries arrived in America earlier than those rrom other 
regions or Europe. 1 The for.eign born from these countries are 
now concent.:'ated in the older age groups, and consequently are 
diminishing quite rapidly • 

In contrast, ·the decline in the foreign white stock :Crom 
countries or Eastern Europe and from those of North and south 
America was COJllP81'8.tively small. There was a slight increase 
in the foreign white stock originating in countries o:r Southern 
Europe and the Near East. The increase was con:ri~d to the 
native white of foreign or mixed parentage however since im
migration during the decade 1930 ~ 1940' was drasticall.'y re
duced by the quota laws and by the economic depress1.on. 
Inmigrants fi'om the regions just mentioned are comparat1.vely 
late arrivals, and the second generation is still relat1.ve1.y 
young. The net effect or these changes was that the Eastern 
and Southern European stock formed a larger proportion or the 
total foreign white stock in 1940 than in 1930. 
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[stat1stios t'or the foreign-born 'llhite by- country- or birth Of t '----i l pueri s .,...,...,. Oil a 5-percent SQ:ple J 

::im::llSSl 

COUNTRY OF BI.Rm OWN COUN'i'RY QF B!RTH COlll'fl'R! OF ll!R'm or PABENTS 
Percazt at -lillll:>wlt -t:ry ot: ldrtll 

Total llale l!'ellltl.le 'fotal Jlale !'-.l.e 'l.'otal Ji§e.le f811111!1le '?otal lhle felllal.e 

Al1 countries •••• , •••••••• J.l .. ~19,1.38 6,0ll,015 5,408,123 U,l09,c20 5,856,580 5,253,040 -309,518 -154,435 -155,083 -2.7 -2.6 -2.9 

lfo:rtlnl'estern Europe ••••••••••••• 2,825,671 1,430,969 1,394,702 2,788,900 1,411,720 
l!lngland and Wales ••••••••••••• 

1,377,180 -36,7'11 -19,:M3 -17,Stt 

Soot.land •••••••••••••••••••••• 
657,335 328,991 3.28,344 639 ,8-40 320,980 316,860 

-1.ll -1.a -1.ll 

279,321 139,019 140,302 
-19,495 -8,0ll -11,484. -3.0 -2.4 -3.5 

Northern Ireland •••••••••••••• 106,416 
285,140 142,200 142,940 5,819 3,lBl 2,638 

4'7,827 58,589 
2.1 2.S l.9 

Irish Free State (Eire} ....... 572,031 
108,520 48,B40 59,680 2,3.04, 1,013 l,09l 

244,092 32'?,939 
2.0 2.1 l.t 

60l:,220 260,840 844,380 33,1.89 16,748 16,441 5.8 1.9 5.0 

.Norway •••••••••••••••••••••••• 262,068 
Sweden ........................ 

145,621 116,467 245,560 136,400 109,160 -1&,5l!9 -9,222. 
445,070 245,469 199,601 

-7,:80? -6.3 -6.S -Lll 

D&nmarlc ••••••••••••••••••••••• 138,175 
430,900 238,780 192,120 -14,l?O -6,689 -7,481 -3.2 -%.? -L7 

63,82!5 54,350 132,460 79,060 53,400 -!5,715 -4.765 -950 -4.l -e.'I' -l-7 

Netherlands ................... 111,064 64,777 46,287 108,640 64,020 
Swi:t.:terl.and ••• , ••••••••••••••• 88,293 

44,620 -2,4l!4 -757 -1,66'1 -2.2 -1.2 -3.6 

Fnl.nce •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
49,612 38,681 77,880 43,740 34,UO 

102,930 
-10,413 -6,872 -4,541 -11.a -1.WI -ll.7 

other Northwestern Europe ••••• 
47,387 55,543 96,180 44,520 51,660 -6,'150 -2,867 -3,883 

62,948 34,349 28,599 
-6.6 -1.l -7.D 

60,560 32,340 :?B,220 -2,368 -2,009 -3'19 -ll.8 -5.8 -u 

c:entral Europe .................. 3,482,449 1,813,842 l,668,607 3,372,360 1,756,680 1,615,680 

G&nDlUly •• ••••••••• ............ 1,287,772 
-U0,009 -5'1,162 -52,!IZ'V -ll.2 4.:% -3.ll 

Pol.and •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
638,022 599,750 1,202,060 621,180 580,900 -35,692 -16,842 -18,850 -2.9 

993,479 523,543 469,936 969,360 
-2.6 ..a.1 

Czechoslovakia ••.••••••••••••• 319,971. 161,838 158,133 
513,560 465,800 -24,119 -9,983 -14,136 -2.4 -1.9 -a.& 

Austria ....................... 479,906 
304,200 152,340 151,860 -15,771 -9,498 -6,2'13 -4.9 -6.9 -4..0 

Hungary •••• ••••••••••••••••••• 

248,304 231,602 461,380 236,160 2ll5,220 -18,526 -12,144 -6,382 4.9 -4..9 

290,228 144,354 145,874 285,180 141,920 

..£..8 

Yugoelavia •••••••••••••••••••• 
143,260 -15,048 -2,434 -2,614 -l.'T -1.1 

161,093 97,781 63,312 150,160 91,52Jl 

-La 
56,640 -10,933 -6,261 -4,672 -6.8 -6.4 

_,_, 
Eastern Europe •••••••••••••••••• l,4'15,919 784,351 691,568 1,451,160 768,700 ,682,460 -24,759 

Russia (U. s. s. R.) •••••••••• 

-15,651 -9,lll8 -1.'1 -2.0 -u 

Lithuania ••••••••••••••••••••• 
1,040,884 548,216 492,668 1,047,540 550,160 497,300 6,656 l,944 4,71.Z O.li c.+ l-0 

Finl.and ....................... 
165,771 91,601 74,170 155,060 85,960 69,120 -10,691 -5,641 -5,050 -6.4 -6..Z -6..8 

Rum.ania ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
117 ,210 60,7'70 56,440 ll2,020 57,020 55,000 -5,190 -3,'750 -l,440 -l.4 -6.% -Z.t. 

Other Eastern Europe •••••••••• 
ll.5,940 61,596 54,344 104,460 56,700 47,760 -11,400 -4,89'6 -6.584 -9.9 -'1.9 -ll.l 

36,114 22,168 13,946 32,060 lB,860 13,200 -4,054 -3,:!IOB -'146 -u.: -14 .. 9 -fi.ll 

Southern Europe ••••••••••••••••• 2 1,896,886 zl,121,376 2 775,510 3 1,859,740 31,102,500 3757,240 ("} !"l (4.} {"} {'''} t-) 

Greeae •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ltuly ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

163,252 117,324 45,928 155,120 U0,660 44,460 ~.132 -6,6M -1,468 -5.0 -5.'1 -a.: 

Other Southern Europe ••••••••• 
1!623,580 935,139 688,441 1~580,920 916,060 &64,860 -42,660 -19,079 -!3,581 -2.6 -LO -3.4 

ll0,054 2 68,913 24l.,l4l 123,700 1175,780 347,920 l"'l !'''} t''l {") l"l ("°! 

Other Europe •••••••••••••••••••• 319,819 312,910 s6,909 2a,500 25,200 2 3,300 !"} t"} (") (') (') t'> 

Asia •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 149,909 87,310 62,599 143,540 86,120 57,420 -6,569 -1,190 -5,179 -4.2 -l..4 ..a.i 

America ......................... l,509,855 '729,057 780,798 1,151,160 555,460 5!15,700 -358,695 -173,597 -I.S5,0!l6 -2:11.s -a.a -213.'f 

Canada-French ••••••••••••••••• 273,366 133,576 139,790 251,560 121,420 ll!0,140 -21,806 -lll,156 -9.650 -a.a -1.1 -6.9 

Canada-other, ••••••••••••••••• 770,753 351,730 419,023 497,100 226,180 270,920 -2'1'3,663 -U:5,l'J50 -148,103 45.5 .....,., -aei.11 

Mex:ico ••••• ........... ,, •• ,. ....... 377,433 197,965 179,468 343,560 178,140 164,820 -23,8'n -19,225 -14,646 -9,0 -9.'1 ..a..z 

other America ••••••••••••••••• 88,303 45,786 42,517 58,940 29,120 29,820 -29,363 -16,665 -12,69'7 -u.:a ..a&.4 ..... , 
All other and net reported •••••• 58,630 31,200 Zl,430 334,260 170,l!OO 164,050 2?5,630 139,000 l.H,630 470.l 445.5 .ua.1 

! "Excess" l'6presents the excess of figures for c:OWitcy of birth ot' parente over those far mm. caantrs" ot' birth. 
· Excludes Albania. 
3 Includes Albania. 
4 Difference not shown because of lack of oomparabilit7. 

Austria and Hungary were the only countries of .origin tor 
which the figures indicate a considerable numerical increase 
between 1930 and 1940 among both the foreign born and the native 
white or foreign or mixed parentage; and this apparent increase 
may be due in large part to errors in reporting country of 
·01rth, since the boundaries or these countries bave changed 
radically on several occasions during the past 50 years. 

The German foreign white stock was first in numerical im
portance, representing about one-seventh or the total foreign 
white stock in 1940. Next in importance was the Italian stock. 
with approximately one-eighth of the total. Canada, Poland, 
Russia, and the Irish Free State were each the origin of be
tween 7 and 9 percent of the foreign white stock. 

Geographic differences . - Among the regions, the North ac
counted for 81.6 percent. the West, 12.3 percent, and the 
South, 6.1 percent, of the total foreign white stock. Among 
the divisions. 35.4 percent of the foreign white stock were 
found in the Middle Atlantic Division, but less than 1.0 per
cent in the East South Central Division. Among the States, 
20.6 percent of the foreign white stock were found 1n New York. 
but less than 0.1 percent in Mississippi and in North Carolina. 

With the exception of persons of Mexican origin, each of the 
principal foreign white stocks showed a pattern of distribution 
among the regions similar to tba.t of the foreign white stock as 
a whole. The North contained between 60 and 69 percent of the 
persons or swiss, Danish, and French origin, and between 70 and 
79 percent of the persons of English and Welsh, Canadian (other 
than French-Canadian). scotch, Greek, Finnish, swedish. and 
Norwegian origin. The North contained more tr.an 80 percent of 
the persons or each of the remaining principal foreign white 
stocks .• 

A considerable proportion of the principal foreign white 
stocks were concentrated in the highly industrialized States. 
Seven such States--Massachusetts. New York, New Jersey. Penn...c:yl-

vania, Ohio, IllinoiS, and >act.igan--accounted tor a majority 
of the tot~l rorelgn white stock and. with some exceptions, a 
majority of each of the principal nationality groups. Alllong 
the nationality groups which represented exceptions to tb1s 
generalization. some, such as those of Sl'liSs, :r1nn1sh, Sill'edish, 
and Danish origin, sho'lled considerable prop:>rtions in some ot 
these seven States, but also considerable proportions in other 
States such as Minnesota, Yashington. and Qali1'orn1a. 1ortY
s1x and seven-tenths percent of the foreign white stock of 
Norwegian origin were round in Wisconsin, JiU.nnesota, and Borth 
Dakota, and 68.7 percent of the foreign white stock or French
Canadian origin were round in the New .England States. 'T.be 
great majority of persons or Mexican origin (88.0 percent) were 
found, or course, in the southWest and California. 

Urban-rural ditrerences. - JJrban population, as defined by 
the Bureau or the census. is in general that residing in cities 
and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. 
The remainder of the population is classified as rural, and is 
subdivided into the rural-farm population, which comprises all 
rural residents liviri.g on !arms. and the rural-nonfarm popula
tion, which comprises the remaining rural population. (For 
further details for each State, see Volume I or tbe PopUlation 
reports.} 

In table II the principal countries or origin or the rore1gn 
white stock are presented ror the urball and rural areas at the 
United States. 

The urban-rural distribution showed considerable variations 
from one nationa.11 ty group to another. The foreign whi'te stock 
originating in NorthWestern Europe--viith the exception or 'the 
British Isles-settled· in rural areas in much greater propor
tion thlm tbat :rrom other parts or Europe. Thus. 29. 9 percent 
or tte persons of Norwegian extraction were in rural-1.'til'll 
areas. as contrasted with only 2.0 percent or the Greeks. con
versely, the Greeks bad one or the highest proJlQrt1ons in urban 
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'la.bl.• II. CO'Dft.R!' o:r OBIGIH o:r m JOU!GI mn sTOCtt, JOB m Uitfi'Jm s!Ans, URBAN AND RURAL: ui

4
0 

~1pal CO\llltl'iU OillYI tipffll bde4 !ill tttiiil i) 

mma 
COIJlmlr al alllGDf ~l-

'fotaJ. trrbe:a. ~ 

m~a ................ u..en,ru 2'.!'rP,888 '·'"·"' 
l,5'10,815'1 118i,f81 Jillclaal. .... Wal.Ila .................. 2,124,2315 

IS61,0a6 l.l.l,t.U ~ ...... ~ .................... 7215,861 
..... I:lel,.eaL .................. m,m 30'1,~ '"•''° xn• rieee St;ata (tin) ............ 2,U0,961 2,0'ta,1516 u..,w 

9K,1588 4",414 181,157'1 ~ ............................. 
1,801,890 844,4.M 217,540 8-6111... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

443,BllS 148,Hl 89,657 ~ ............................ 
~ ........................ 3'12,384 l!l.0,881 67,060 

s.t~rl.11114. ••• • •. • • ........ • • • •• • • m,m UQ,att 66,ll5'1 
~ ............................. W,0!50 *•* 60,2'19 

5,U6 1 W 1,DO,aao 820,660 ~ ............................ 
l'ol.llD4 ............................. 2,905,8&9 t,Ull,oeo m,ru 

~::::::::::::::::::::: 
984,591 666,466 165,518 

l.JU,IU 9'19,569 190,'149 
Jillalpr:J' ............................ 662,068 537,369 81,70'1 
~ ......................... llea,393 'I/rt ,09l5 '7,188 

...... (1J. 8. 8. lL) ••••••••••••••• 2,610,Z« 2,2'16,3611 W,206 
u~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••. 394,,8ll 338,0U ae.s• 
J'1:Jllali4 ............................ 284,290 148,759 56;80? 
2-a.1.t. ........................... M'f,'700 219,304 14,'125 ....................................... 326,6'12 298,383 21,778 

Ital.7•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,594,'180 4,04!,6a8 430,646 

~ ..................... 908,2186 698,102 14'1,88& 
~ ....................... 2,001,m l,4215,fDi 370,279 
JllllD:1oo ............................. l,0'1:6,6153 "4,605 241,414 
Alloc.lla:'-.il.JIOt.~ ••••••••• l,.374,0M l,0'12,891 166,eet 

areas (about nine-tenths) and the Norwegians had the lowest 
(about one-halt). In 8meral, tbe nationality groups which 
reached this country 98.?'liest were l!OSt evenly distributed 
8ll008 tbe- ur'ba.n and rural areas. whereas those whose 1mn1.gra
t1on was comparatively late were concentrated in the cities. 
~- - In certain tables or this report. data on country ot 

origin are presented separately tar males an4 teme.les. The 
1mlillliber or Wiles per 100 tamales tor each or the principal coun
tries ot origin or the :toreign wh1 te stock are presented by 
nativity, tor the Iln.1t.ed States. 1n table III. 

In tae total :rorejgn White stock there were l.03.3 males per 
100 reaales. Since males tend to outnumber females among 1.m
ll!dgrants. t.h.1.s ratio was somewhat higher (111.l) tor the ror
eign-born 'White. In 'the second generation, however. the number 
ot males was ~'tely equal to the number or temales. 

'bbl.e Ill. IW.1S PD l.00 DllWJ:S DI' !HI 10RIIGlf 11BID S'fOCX, :er COUll
'm' • monll ..uai RH'IT:I'fr, :roa !mt 1lllI'1'.m S'll'BS: 194.0 

[PrbciJlllll. ocatn .. ot Odg1Jl blll7; :ratios bue4 Oil table 3] 
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'fot&l fanip. ~oreie:a-l>on •uw 11hite 
11111te lltoe\: llbita. or :t:oretp.. ar 

llU84 }IUfllttage 

:im.a lll.l 99.6 All ~ •••••••••••••••• t----......::=~1----==~---~~ 
96..'1 l00.2 96.2 
98,9 99.l 98.9 
88.9 81.6 91.9 
86.2 ""·" 92.9 

~ .... w.ia.. ................ . 
~ ......................... . 
~~ .................. . 
I:r:Llllr.l'IH l5lmt.e ~) •••••••••••• 

.107.3 125.CJ 101.1 
lOll.l l.23.o 102.6 
ll7.5 l5l.2 104.2 
UD.9 U9.9 100.S 
lDB.6 US.3 101.1 

90.1 85.3 92.1! 

~ ............................ . 
s.a._ ........................... . ----.. .......................... . 
Jill' ,, ................................ . 
-..~ ....................... . ,._ ............................ . 

100.0 lD6 ... !18.2 
l05.3 lll.<1 102.8 
108.6 101!.~ l.04.2 
102.'1 10'1.a 100.1 
lOl.b 99.C 103.6 
120.8 154.4 101.5 

~ ........................... . 
~ ............................ . 
e 1 C·"""lrSc1 ••••••••••••*"'"'•"'••• 
~ ........................... . 
~ ........................... . 
~ ....................... . 

105.4 m.a. 101.7 
108.6 123.5 99~0 
106..2 107., 105.2 
108.4 ll3.3 104.1! 
Ul.3 l!ISS.!! 106.6 
llZ..7 135.S 101.9 

........ tu:. 111. s. 11} ............... . 
~ ......................... . 
~ ........................... . 
~ .......................... . .................................... 
~ ............................ .. 

ta.a 95.li 99.5 
n . .t 83.ll 97.7 

105.o llD.JI 102.3 
l.l.4.S l.35.e 108.4 

·- ... '1's!411116 ............................... . 
% , ~ .......................... ,, 
~ ........................... . 
.111'.l.~- .... ~·-······ 

- ---· .. 

PERCENT BY cdtrnTRr OF OBIGIN PJmCEN'l' BY URBAN AND llOBAl:. RES:tJJBN(lt: 
... ·- :Bure.1-

lblrii 'Ma.1 Urban Rural- Ru.rill- Total une.n. Rure.1-

hi'fl nonta:m :tam non:tam h%9. 

l.~?9.1184 . 100.0 lOO.O loo.o lOO.O 100.0 . '16.0 l.8.6 10.4 

170,09'1 6.1 6.0 8.2 4.7 100.0 '18.9 18.l e.o 
46,384 2.l 2.l 2.15 l,8 100.0 '1'1.3 16.3 6.4 

1.1 l.O o.6 100.0 81.4 12.7 15.9 
22,142 l.2 

7.9 5.0 2,9 100.0 86.0 9.7 4.3 
102,99! '1.0 

2'16,119'1 2.'1 l.8 8.9 7,'l 100.0 150.4 19.6 29.9 

289,4.16 3.B 3.2 4.6 6,7 100.0 64.9 16.7 l.S.4-

2.9 100.0 56.0 20.2 23.8 
105,797 1.3 0.9 l.9 

2.6 100.0 56.6 18.0 25.4 
94,688 1.1 o.a l.4 

o.& 1.9 100.0 57.2 19.1 23.7 
69,539 o.9 1.2 

1.a l.O 100.0 72.9 17.3 9.9 
84,391 l.o 1.0 

925,682 15.1 la.a 17.15 215.7 100.0 66.7 15.7 1'1.7 

9.4 5.'1 4.9 100.0 a.,.a 9.2 6.0 
1715,097 8.4 
152,M'l 2.8 2.5 3.5 4.2 100.0 67.7 16.B l.5.5 

90,928 3.6 3.7 4.l 2.5 100.0 '17.7 15.1 '1.2 

~.o l.2 100.0 81.2 12.a 6.5 
42,992 1.9 1.7 
28,910 l.l 1.1 1.6 o.8 100.0 72.3 20.2 7.5 

183,682 '1.5 8.7 3.2 5.l 100.0 87.2 15.a '1.0 

1',9111 1.1 l.3 0.0 o.5 100.0 85.6 9.8 4.5 

79,22olt o.a 0.6 1.2 2.2 100.0 52.3 l.9.8 27.9 

13,671 o.7 o.s o.s 0.4 100.0 88.5 5.9 5.5 

6,5U 0,9 l.l o.5 0.2 100.0 91.3 6.7 2.0 

121,4.H 13.3 15.4 9.8 3,4 100.0 88.0 9.4 2.6 

'7,398 2.6 t.6 3.1 l.9 100.0 76.8 16.3 7.4 

206,290 5,a S,4 7,9 5.'1 · 100.0 71.2 18.5 10.a 

190,684 a.1 1.11 15.l 5.3 100.0 59,9 22.4 17.'I 

i.u,m ol,() (,1 a.• 3.7 100.0 78.l 12.l s.e 

Although ina.les outnumbered hmales 1h the 1'ore1grt-born white 
pepul.8.tion as a whole 1 the .nurnoer ot teroales exceeded the num
ber ot males among &a.oh or the nationality groups whose countrY 
or origin was Scotl!ihd, lreland. France, H:ungiuy, or Canada. 
On the other hand. there were 255.5 mlN per 100 rema.les :rot
tore1.gn-'bor:n persons of Greek origin. and 154.2 tor toreign
born persons ot Da.ninh origin. These d.itt'erences e.re o-1.e~l.y 
related to \11U'1a:tiorut in tne Mtio ot males to tamales at -the 
time or 1nm1grat1on. arut ih the age compodtiort, at the various. 
nationality groups. S1:Me lllOz-taliW among inales is greater 
than &JOO?lg teltl8.les. the t>I'Ol'.>Ortion. or llle.les tends to de
cline as the age ot the persons o:t E!ilch na. tionali ty group 
increases. 

The sex distr-ibution Bula~ the nationality groups in the 
second generation also showed the ettects ot dit:f'erenees in age 
composition. In general, there Yl8.S a tend.ency tor ten:s.1es to 
outm.miber males in the second generation ot those nat1ona.11 ty 
groups represented in the earlier immig:I'B.tion to this country .. 

Citizenship ot the ror-eigr).-bol'n white.~ '!'he class1:f1cat1on 
or the rorefgn.-born white 1n regard to oitizenshiP embraces two 
major categories. naturalized oiti2el1 and alien. The a11en 
category 1.s turther subdivided into those ha.Ving first papers 
and those who have taken no steps toward 'bec001ing natura.11zed 
("Ho papers"). There 1S an additional group designated °C:1t1-
zenship not reported.. 0 eompt"ising persons tor whom the enumera
tor secured. no repor-t as to .citizenship. Sitlce it is 11.kely 
that most or these persons are aliens• they are o!ten 1ncl.uded 
with "alien" 1n the sunmary :tigllres :tor total aliens .. a 

Data. on citizenship or the :roreign-born white by country ot 
origin, tor the United States• are presented in table IV. 

In general, the proportion ot naturalized oi tizens among the 
roreign-born White tends to inct"ee.Se with length or residerl.ce 
1n the Un1 ted States. The percentage o:t naturalized persons 
increased. rrom 56.5 percent in 1930 to 64.6 percent in l.940. 
Since 1umigrat1on in this decade was negligible. this increase 
represents the ettects ot the norm:i.l rate or naturalization in 
a stationary- or declining alien population. 

This relationship between naturalization and length ot resi
dence in the United States was also evident in the dit':.Cerences 
in the pro:portion naturalized, by country or origin, among the 

2 .A.t the Cenaua ot 1940 there were 825,072 toreign-born 1ddte .Per
llO!l.8 in the United Sta.tea reported aa ot UDkDOwn citizensldP statua. 
.It llOUJ.4 appea.r that th.i• group conaiste4 predoaiDaD.tlT ot pe:raona who 
bad not applied to:r any pa.pe:rs or who bad applied :tor their fi:rat 
papers onl.T. Thi• conclwd.on is baaed pa.rtlJ' upon the ta.ct that the 
total mmbe:r ot 1'o:reip.-born aliens plu those 01' Ullknown o1.t1.zenaldp 
ll'ta.tua 1a appro:dlllatel7 equal. to the mm.bar ot a.liens regiatere4 und.er 
the .ilien Regi.st:ration Act o:r 1940. (Under the reqUireaent• o:t tbi.s 
Act all. tore1&11-bo:rn pe:raona 1lbo ba'ft not rece1.-ve4 their :ti.Dal. c1.t1-
zeub1p papera must :register with tbe :rederal. authorities.) 
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!<Jreign-born white in 1940. Those European immigrant groups or 
lmigest residence in this country--Scandinavian, swiss. German, 
EJ:iglish, Irish, and Dutch--had the highest proportions or 
naturalized citizens. 

'l'1tbJ.e IV. CITIZENSHIP OF THE FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION, BYCOUNTRY 
OF BIRTH OF PARENTS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 

[Principal countries only; figures based on .table 10] 

.All eou:utrl6a, ••• , •• , ••• 

:llighmd and Tel.es., •• ,,,., •••• 
&)()tla..n4., ••••••••••••• , •• '."Ii 
•~:irthem !rel.and ••••••••••• , •• 
Iil:'iah l'refl state (!ire) ....... 

Bar.7 ........................ 
Sll9den, ....................... 
n~ ....................... 
Batl:ierlands ................... 
Sritzerland ................... 
l'ftll.ce ........................ 

Gerira:ny, .................. •··· 
Poland ........................ 
Q,S&Choslo'V&lcia ................ 
J:wrtria ....................... 
ll\DD.glt.1'1 ....................... 
l~lana .................... 

1111 .. :1.a. (U. s. s. R.) .......... 
lJ:thWUl.ia ..................... 
P:l.nl.and ....................... 
lltmran:l.a ....................... 
Clr&ece ........................ 
JCtal)' ......................... 

1::..na.d.a-Fre:nc:h ..... •••••••• •••• 
Canada-Otber .................. 
lllex1.co ........................ 
Jlll. other &lid not :reported •••• 

Total KA.'!URALIZED =: ~~-
foreign- 11-~~~~~--1~~~--.-~~-
born 
lfh1te 

ll,109,620 

637,840 
285,140 
108,520 
605,220 

245,560 
430,900 
132,460 
100,640 
77,680 
96,180 

1,202,000 
969,360 
304,200 
461,380 
285,160 
150,160 

l,047,540 
155,080 
112,020 
104,460 
155,120 

1,580,920 

251,560 
497,100 
843,560 
761,560 

lfu1ab Pereent 
er of':total 

7,177,960 M.6 

4li8,440 71.9 
192,060 67.4 
·78,400 72.2 
438,700 72.5 

184,640 75.2 
332,340 77.l 
103,400 76.1 

78,000 71.6 
57,300 73.6 
66,020 60.6 

884,320 73.6 
579,080 59.7 
206,820 60.0 
305,660 66.2 
168,260 64.3 

91,980 61.3 

729,140 69.6 
86,580 55.8 
68.,160 60.8 
71,940 68.9 
90,640 58.4 

986,ZJO 62.5 

141,100 56.1 
802,260 so.a 
47,500 13.8 

412,020 54.1 

3,931,660 35.4 

179,400 2S.l 
93,080 32.6 
30,120 27,8 

166,520 27.5 

60,920 24.6 
98,560 22.9 
29,060 21:.9 
30,640 28.2 
20,580 26.4 
30,160 31,4 

317,760 26.4 
390,280 40.3 

97,380 32.0 
155,720 33.6 
101,920 35.7 

56,180 36,7 

318,400 30.4 
68,500 44.Z 
43,860 39.2 
32,520 31.1 
64,480 41.6 

592,720 37.5 

110,400 43.9 
194,840 39.2 
296,060 66,2 
349,540 45.9 

Arter length of' residence is taken into account, however·, 
1rome .nationality differentials in citizenship status still re
JDa.in. Foreign-born white or Russian and Rumanian origin, al
·toough SIOOng our more recent immigrants, showed proportions o:r 
na:tu.rallzed citizens exceeding, or only slightly less tban, 
'those !or 1mnigrant groups or considerably longer residence in 
·this country. such as the French or Dutch. 

For every- country o:r origin, the proportion of citizens 
1among males exceeded that among females, a difference explained 
1n large part by the advantages enjayed by citizens in :rinding 
and keeping Jobs. This ma.le excess was least tor persons or 
Mexican, Scandinavian, Finnish, and swiss origin, and greatest 
:ror persons or Greek and Italian origin. 

~.-The age classification is based on the age of the per
son at his last birthday bef'ore the date or the census, that 
ts, the age o:r the person in compl~ted years. Table v presents 
the median age or each or the principal foreign white stocks 
:tor the bnited States. The median age is that age which divides 
the population into two equal groups--one-half being older. and 
one-ba.lr younger, than the median. · 

Age differences by country or· origin among the foreign-born 
white reflect dit'ferences in recency or 1mm1gration to the 
United states. Thus. the bulk of the 1mnigra1:1on from Ge:rma:ny, 
Slrltzerland, the Scandinavian countries. and the British Isles 
(with the exception o! Scotland) antedated that :from other 
European countries. The :roreign-born white originating in the 
:ronner countries were, on the average, older than the foreign.
born white or any other European country. In contrast, the 
:roreign-born white or Italian, Rumanian, -and Greek origin, who 
are included among our most recent 1mnigrants. were younger 
than the foreign-born white or any other European nationality 
group. 

It should. be recognized that, in addition to the location 1n 
t1me or the mjor peak or 1mm1gration, subsequent minor :rluctu
at1ons in the volume or imnigration, the age distribution at 
the time or 1mm1.gra.tion, and ioortality since 1mm1gration, also 
a.11:ect the age com.position o!'the roreign-born white originating 
1n a given country. 

The age composition ot the :rore1gn-born white population, or 
course. reflects only variations in 1nm1gra:tion whi~h have oc
curred during its life span; but the age composition or the 
native white or :foreign or mixed parentage retlects earlier 
variations 1n the volume of 1mnigration or their pa.rents. '.l'hU.s, 
"the foreign-born White or German, Scandinavian, swiss, English 
and Welsh, and Ir;t.sh origin were approx1IIS.telv or the same 

median age,· and the foreign-born white of French origin were 
somewhat younger. The second generation of these nationalities, 
however, fall into two groups: second generation Germans, 
SWiss, French. English, and Irish had median ages ranging be
tween 40 and 46 years, whereas the median age or . second gener
ation Norwegians, swedes. and Danes ranged around 36 years. 
These di!terences reflect tbe fact that, although a peak or im
migration ror all or these nationalities o.ccu.rred in roughly 
the same tlme period~ there had been a con81derable volume or 
immigration prior to this period among the ronner. but not 
among the latter nationality groups. 

Tabl.e V. llEDIAN AGE OF '!'HE FOEEIGN WHITE STOCK, BY' COUNT.RY OF BIR'fH 
OF PA.RE1M'B AND HA'l'IVITI', FOR THE UNI'l'ED B'l'A.'l'ES: 1940 

[Pri:n.-ct'tlllt'l ·eoU11.triea only; l!l6dian.a baeed on table 15) 

lfa.ti~ 1dd1;e 
'fetal. foreign J'ore1gn-bor.a. ot toreiga 
llhite Btock llhite or Jlli.:md 

puGtqe 

38.l 15().9 ~ 
England and l'a.les •••••••••••••••••• 45.9 54.9 .41.2 
Scotl.all4 .......................... . 42.9 50.6 36.a.. 
Nort'her:n Irelan.d .................. . 48.2 56.3 44..0 
Irish l'ree state (Eire) .......... .. 46.8 M.'7 '8.'7 

Nonie.y, ........................... . 42.4 56.a 86.8 
Swede, ........................... . 48.0 58.0 85.8 
Demaan:: .......................... .. 42.2 56.:a 85.6 
li'etherl!mds ....................... . :SS.5 52.4 :81..0 
Swi tzerl.and ....................... . 45.0 56.1 4.0.9 
.France ............................ . 46.5 52.8 4.S.2 

Germany .......................... .. 47.6 56.6 45.4 
Pollllld ............................ . 29.8 <i9.9 8:8.2 
Czeehoslo118lda .................... . M.2 52.2 26.5 
Austria .......................... .. 83.6 51.1 M.l 
Himgary ........................... . sa.o 50.9 .22.6 
YugoslaT:l.a ........................ . ;)S.6 50.0 20.4 

Ru.seia {U. s. s. R.) .............. . 33.6 49.4: 23.9 
Lithuania ......................... . 32.7 51.8 M.l 
Finland ........................... . 35.4 53.2 26.6 
Rwnania ........................... . 31.7 46.2 n.2 
Greece ............................ . 28.6 46.'1 l!l.4 
Ital7 ............................. . 28.0 46.8 20.7 

Canada-French .................... .. 36.8 ~-4 80.2 
Canada-Other ...................... . 31".0 48.2 81.? 
Jle:r:l.co ................. ~········· .. l3l.5 -t0.3 14.2 
..ril.l other and not reported ••••••••• 35.l 47.15 20.4 

Since 1nmigrat1on rrom the countries or North arid south 
.America is :ribt subject to quota restrictions, the reduction or 
1mm1gration 1n recent years· has been less prollDUil.Ced than 1n 
the case o:r European countries. and consequently the 1.rmn1grants 
from the Western Hemisphere were less heavily concentrated 1n 
the higher age classes. Thus. although the foreign-born white 
or Canadian origin were among .. the· earlier 1mn1grants to this 
country. their median age was relatively low. The median i;ige 
ot second generation Canadians. .however, was relative].y high, 
reflecting the comparatively early migration o:r their parents. 
Because 1mm.1grat1on :rrom Mexico was relatively late ahd. con
tinued in large volume until recently. the lowest median· ages 
in .both generations were found among the roreign white stock ot 
Mexican origin. 

Tenure and value or :monthly rent o:r home.- A home is detined 
as the living quarters occupied by a private household, that 
is, by the related :ram.Hy members and the lodgers, servants and 
hired bands, i:C any, who regularly live in the home. A bouse
hold reportW more than 10 lodgers is classified .as a quil.$1 
household and its living quarters are not counted as a home. A 
bome is classified as owned if it ls owned, whol.ly or in part~ 
by the bead of the househOld or by a member o:r the household 
who is related to the head. All other homes are classi:Cied as 
rented even though no rent is actually paid. In entering the 
returns on the Population schedule, the enumerator was in
structed to report ror aach owned home 1 ts current market value, 
and, ror each rented home, the monthly contract rent, or, it no 
cash rent was paid. the estimated monthly rental value based on 
rents :ror similar dwelling units in the ne1ghborho0d. 

In tables 15 and 16 or this report, individual related tam11Y 
members are classttied by the tenure and value or rent of the 
home in which they lived. Lodgers., servants, hired baDis·, and 
the residents or botels. institutions. and other quasi house
holds are not so classified, bUt are included in the category, 
"Unrelated persons and persons with tenure not reported.." · 

Tenure and median value or rent or home tor each ·ot the 
principal :rore!gn white stocks !or the United States, are sbowD 

t§V 1,.,.dq· !.J 



6 NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF THE WHITE POPULATION 
in table VI. The median value or rent 1s that value or rent 
which divides this population into two equal groups--one-half 
being returned as living in homes with a value or rent greater, 
and one-half teiri.e returned as living in homes with a value or 
rent smaller, than the media;;.~ 

.Among the principal rorr::.r" white stoct..s of European origin, 
the percentage of persons in fl\wned homes, for the United States 
e.s a whole. was least for persons of Russian, Greek, and Ru
manian origin, and greatest for persons of Finnish, Czechoslo
vakian, and S\Wiss origin. T'ne percentage of ur.related persons 
ar.:::. persons with tenure n:it reported, which gives some indica
tion as to tte prop<0rtio~ or lodgers and unattached persons, 
was least for persons of Italian origin and gres.test for per
sor...s wnose cou.ntr1 o:!' origin was Greece, Finland., or tb.e Irish 
J'ree State. 

.AmOng the foreign white stocks of European origin in the 
United States as a whole, the highest median value of home was 
round ror persons whose country of origin was the Irish Free 
state. Scotlund, Russia, northern Ireland, or• Greece, and the 
lowest. for persons cf Yugos ~avian, Norwegian, or Firmish or1g1n. 
Nationality groups with low median values of home had, in gener
al, low median rents. ?ersons of Russian and Rumanian origin 
had median rents which exceeded the median rent for any of the 
other principal foreign white stocks by more than seven dollars. 
T'ne high meC:ian rent for these nationality groups is ex:plained 
ir: large part by the :::act that, among s.il the principal nation
ality groups, Russi&.ns End F.umanians were the only groups in 
Wi.1iCh resj.dents Of C~t18S of 500,000 or more constituted a 
majority, and residents of iii6W York Ci'Ly consti '.;uted. more than 
a third, or the total nurr:Oer. 

fil::le n. ~ AID Dlili.I VALUE OR R!:N'i' OF HOKE, FOR PERSONS OF FOBEIGN vra:::TE STOCK, BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF P.ii.REN':'S AND IUU.Jd'IONSH11' ':!:;) BEAD 
01 HOUSEHOLD, FOR T1iE UNI'fEll STATES: 194-0 

Total 
foreign 
i!tito 
11t.ocl: 

[Principal col.llltries on.:..y; figures based on ~able 16] 

~NZI.?I 
EO:MES 

Porcer.t 
!iUillbsr o!' tcr;.al 

JS.re1,200 1 43.S 

981,380 45.6 
3C7,440 42.G 
1£7 ,380 44.l 
973,120 :;9.8 

463,34C n.o 
6€3,020 f2.0 
2~.soc El.4 
1~4,45C ~ 52.6 
l!'l ,150 55.4 
164,820 48.2 

E/l8E,950 ; ~5.e 

1,262,«0 '°3.B 
533,9e0 55.l 
508,680 40.9 
2'74,44-0 41,8 
1913,800 53.4 

re.o 
415.2 
54.5 
30.3 
30.l 
42 .. E 

18.:: 
43.8 
30.6 
35.l 

Median 
value 

(dollar!!) 

3,157 

3~557 
S,864 
3,792 
S,971 

2,31'1 
S,049 
2,748 
2,897 
2,997 
S.,547 

~.250 
~,ee7 

:::,ac-0 
~:,036 
:l,292 
2,577 

3,845 
3,064 
1,533 
3,606 
s,739 
3,372 

2,688 
5,394 

723 
3,100 

WRf,;l'ATEll I'ERSO!IS Alt! PE.RSO!ID P.E.LJ.TIW PERS"'.l~lS IN 
FlfillTED HO!!En WITH TENtlRii! NOT REPORTED 

I ~di en 
NU!llber 

Perce11t I rent Number 
of total I (dollars) 

16,'791,460 4tJ.O j 2.5.68 
. 

.J,42.4,540 

965,620 ;;5.91 27.10 157 ,740 

364,440 "··I 28.70 59,800 

l'l8,?SO 4'.7.l 23.54. 33,180 

1,183,620 43.4 29.92 287,400 

365,020 40.2 20.00 79,800 

504,700 S9.2 I 24.99 113,500 

l?S,'780 40.8 21.02 34,0f'.O 

154,820 41.8 20.54 l!0,680 

lOS,540 36,.5 23.38 22,sso I 
146,1:20 42.8 26.95 :io,96a; 

2,038,900 ~i9.2 2J.49 :m,060 I 
:,~e1,120 e:o.4 23.46 168,lUO 

332,000 39,.C l.8,90 52,04-0 

6Ul,360 53.0 29.33 75,680 
342,620 ~2-l 2?.33 39,960 

145,720 39 .. l i 18.80 :!-7,660 

l,'l-i2,B60 6:3.6 l 38.35 141,600 

180,04(; 46.91 2.'3.90 30,360 

94,360 33.B 19.07 32,620 

149,96!'; 63.5 :W,74 14,'100 
1.85,920 58.4, 27.80 36,BOO 

2,447,580 53,8 24.59 lGtl,560 l 
488,820 [;[i,t. i l~.96 60,'i'OO' 

628,4ZG '•"'. 9 ~ 26.77 143,0::!0 

57.S,220 65.0 '7.86 45,620 
829,92() 51.6 24.49 1&6,840 

CC·MPARISOii BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS 
AND COMPLETE COUNT 

Percent 
of totnl 

'1.l 

7.5 
e.2 
e.7 

11.8 

a.a 
a.a 
7.8 
5.6 
a.1 
9.0 

7,3 
5.f:I 
~'; .'1 
-.).1 
6.1 
7.5 

5.4 
7.9 

11.7 
u.2 

ll.6 
3.7 

5.U 
a,2 
4.4 

1.0.4 

In tab:i.es 1 to 6, the 1940 figures for the native white or 
forei~ or mixed pi:.re!'ltage are based on the f'ive-perctmt srnnple, 
and tne 1940 !igJres for ;;he fore:i.i;n-born white are based on a 
;ozaplete com:t, while in tables 9 to 16, a.u of" tt1e 1940 
.:.1gures are based on the :rive-percent sample. In tables 1 to 
8, the Hi40 totals for tr;e :toreign white stock, involving the 
addition of completa-count figures for the :roreign born and 
figures based on the sample tabu::i..ation for native or foreign or 
mixed parentage, are composite and therefore differ from the 
corresponding figures based entirely on the sample tabu
lation presented in tables 9 to 16 of this report and else
where. 

The statistics based on the sample tabulation are ex:pected 
to di:rer somewt:..a:t rrom those which would liave been obtained 
from a complete count of the population. An analysis or the 
statistics based on tabulations or the 5-percer.t sample o:r the 
population !or items that were obtained also :Lor the total 
population indicates that in 95 percent of the cases the sampla 
statistics differ from the complete census statistics by less 
than 5 percent fer all numbers of 10 ,000 or more. by less than 
10 percent for numbers between 5,000 and 10,000, and by less 
than 20 percent !or numbers between 2,000 and 5,000. Somewhat 
larger variations may be expected in numbers below 2,000. Even 
for these small numbers, ~ever, the majority of the di:f'fer
ences between lihe sample and tl1e complete census statistics are 
less than 10 percent, a.l though much largi::r differences oc
casionally occur. 

Table VII present<: for comparison figures :rrom the sample 
tabulation and rrom the complete count for the white population 
by sex and nativity. 

• 
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Tabl.e VII. SAMPLE TABULATION AND COMPLETE COUNT FOR THE VIHITlS .POPULA

TION OF THE UNITED STATES, BY NATIVITY AND SEX: 1940 The differences between the figures based on t])e sample 
tabulation and those from the complete count tor the to.tal poJ..U
lation and for each sex were relatively small. Tbe figure rrom 
the sample tabulation for the foreign-born white was however 
2.7 percent below that from the complete count a de;iation a~ 

SEX ANO NATIVITY 

Total ••••••••• ; ••••••••• 

lii:l.tiire •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l!'oroign born •••••••••••••••••• 

Mal.a •••••••••••••••••••••• 
:Mative •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
li'oreign born •••••••••••••••••• 

Female •••••••••••••••••••• 
!ratiire ........................ 
Jrore1gn born .................. 

·Baaed on 1

1 
com;pleta 
count 

llB,21.4.870 

1.06, 795, '132 
11,41.9,138 

59,448,548 
53,437,533 

6,0ll.01!5 

58,766,322 
53,358,199 
5,408,123 

Baaed on 
5-percent 
sample 

1.18,392,040 

107,282,420 
ll,109,620 

59,541,380 
53,684,800 
5,855,580 

58,850,660 
53,597,620 

5,253,040 

EXCESS OF SllME'LE 
OVER COMPLETE COUNT 

Percent of 
.Amo'unt complete 

count 

177,170 O.l 

486,688 o.5 
-309,518 -2.7 

92,832 0.2 
247.267 o.5 

-154,435 -2.6 

84,338 0.1 
239,421 0.4 

-155,083 -2.9 

' preciably larger than would have been expect~d to arise from 
sampling variation alone. This difference resulted from a 
t~ndency in the sample coding to classify persons as native 
wnite of native parentage at the expense of otber categories. 
Thus, it is quite possible that the r.iative white of foreign or 
mixed parentage were i.;nderreprese~ted in the sample ta.1:rulat1on 
in about the same proportion as the foreign-born white. (Since 
the questions on parentage and birthplace of parents were asked 
only of persons in the five-per~ent sample, no comparison be
tween the figures from the sample tabulation and those from the 
complete count for these items was possible.) 

The age distribution or ~;he foreign-bor:r:. white population of 
the United States, by sex, accordi:ri.g tc the sample tabulation 
and the complete count, is presented in table VIII. 

Table VIII. SAMPLE TABULATION AND COMPLETE COUNT FOR AGE OF TEE FOBEIGN-OORN JIHI~ POPULATION OF ~ ml'!'!'JID S'f.ll.'!'!:S, E! BU: 194.0 

TO'rAL MAI.JS ~ 

Exeeea o:t' 8l!l!Jllle Excess o! 8!l.lllZ'le 

AGE Baaed on Baaed on 
over complete count 

Based Oll. Based Oil 
over cooqileta count Baud Dill Rued Cir.. 

Oftl' 

complete 5-percent Percent o:t' 
complete 5-percent, 

Percent of 
cmllplBte 5-pl'r<*lt 

count a ample count Slll!lple I COll!lt n:l!lplll 
Amount ccmplete Amount empl.ete 

count count 

All ages •••••••••••••• 11,419,138 11,109,620 -309,518 -2.7 6,0ll,015 e,856,580 I I 
-154,425! -2.6 !:,2153,040 -2.!I 

Under 5 years ............... 8,321. 10,880 I 2,559 30.8 4,219 5,20;; ge1~ Zli.3 5,680 E.5 
5 to 9 years •••••••••••••••• 21,584 22,120 536 2.5 10,937 :.1,30G 3£31 3.3 l0,820 l.6 
10 to 14 years •••••••••••••• 53,751 53,120 -631 -1.2 I 27,U4 26,650 -254· -0.9 26,260 -l.4 
15 to 19 years .............. 164,785 

""·"° I -7,525 -4.6 82,391 '78,040 -4,351 ! -::.3 'l'!l,220 -3,174 -®.9 
20 to .24 years •••••••••••••• 209,509 203,680 -!:i,829 -2,B 98,917 94,220 -4,6971 -4.7 10"9,4'60 -l,ll.2 -1.0 
25 to .29 years •••••••••••••• 424,.276 409,780 -14,496 -3.4 193,647 189,300 -4,347' -2.2 220,480 -10,H9 -4.4 

30 to 34 years •••••••••••••• 709,091 696,400 -12,691 -1.8 342,991 s::: .. f:~:too -7,&llf -2.2 31'.il,OtiO -5,CISO -l..4 

35 to 39 years .............. 1,048,395 1,013,040 -35,355 -3.4 530,164 512,440 -l?,724i -3.3 !518,231 500,600 -17,621 4.4 

40 to 44 :years .............. 1,263,070 1,237,600 -25,470 -2.0 656,782 647,680 -9,102' -1.4 &lfl,288 589,920 -16,:lim -2.7 

45 to 49 yaara •••••••••••••• 1,503,905 1,465,660 -38,245 -2.!5 616,955 '195,740 -ro,21s! -2.5 !a5,95C 663,920 -18,030 -2.6 

50 to 54 years •••••••••••••• 1,565,568 1,521,880 -43,688 -2.s 883,342 861,500 :;i:=1 -2.!5 682,Z!!\ 650,l!60 -ll,546 -3.2 

55 to 59 years •••••••••••••• 1,318,750 1,290,720 -38,030 -2.9 735,848 714,600 -2.9 582,1'02 566,120 -16,"19.2 -2.9 

50 to 64 years •••••••••••••• 1,068,875 1,040,980 -2?,8951 -2.G 573,300 55!i,2EIO =~:~~! 
-2.4 495,575 481,?00 -13,875 -z.s 

65 to 69 years •••••••••••••• 812,528 787 ,120 -25,408 -3.1 422,750 4!0,'740 -2.8 :!189,768 376,300 -13,368 -:11.4 

70 to 74 yeari; .............. 602,159 587,860 -14,299 -2.4 310,106 004,200 -5,005 -1.9 292.053 zes,660 -8,393 -ll.O 

75 years and o~r ••••••••••• 644,571 621,520 -23,051 -3.7 321,542 309,100 -!.2,.442 -3.9 323,029 312,400 -10,609 -:ll.4 

The figures from the sample tabulation show a considerable 
excess of persons in the age group "Under 5 years, 11 and a simi
lar~ but slight excess in the age group "5 to 9 years." In the 
remaining age groups the figures from the sample tabulatio::i are 
from 0.9 to 5.3 below tl:10se from the complete count. 

Although these deviations of t!1e figures based on the sample 
tabulation fro~ the complete-count figures should be ta.ken into 
consideration 1n making inferences from the sample data. tbe.Y are 
not suff1c1enr,ly large to affect the general conclusfor.s which 
have been d~awr.. from. the statistics preeented in this report. 

Data on the citizenship or the foreign-born white populat1oL 
or the United States. by sex, according to the sample tabulation 
and the complete count, are presented in table IX. 

The figures in table IX indicate that the deficiency for the 
foreign born was concentrated in the categories "Alien" and 
"Ci t1zensh1p not reported. 11 

In a rorthcomi~g technical tulletin t~ere will be a detailed 
exposition of "the saIDpling :nethod, descriptions of the various 
sarrr;:iles that were taken, and comparisons between the samples 
and complete count. Tne purpose or the bu:letin will be to 
assist in evaluating the data tbat are published on the ~is 
or the samples. 

Tabl.e IX. SAMPLE TABULATION .ii.ND COMPLETE COUNT FOR CITIZENSBIP or THE FOHEIGN-OOBN WHI'?E POPULATION' 011' THE mIT'f.ED 8'.UTES, BY SC:: 1940 

TOTAL MALE ~ 

Excess of aample heess cf !mlple ! Excess of' l!lmiqlle 

over ca:ipl.ete count Based on Eased on 
over oamplete count 

Based on I Bi!i..sedoa:. 
owr CC!llpl.ete cOIDt 

CI'l'IZENSIDP Baaed on. Baaed on 
complete 5-percent Percent of 

ccmplete 5-percent Peree:i.t ot: cClllplete I 5-percent. Percent of 

count sample count eample Amoim.t C(ll!llplete ca.mt l Jli9.Ple Amaimt C1:11!lPlete 
Alilount complete 

couut coat 
count 

l 
! 

-!.ll 
Total.. •••••••••••••••• ll,419,138 11,109,620 -309,518 -2.7 &,Oll,Oll5 5,856,58() -154.435 -2.6 5,408,1.23 s.~s.040 -155,08$ 

Ci ti zen--Ne.turalized •••••••• 7,177,960 -72,292 -1.0 4,119,390 4,080,900 -38,470 -0.9 S,120,862 3. 09'1, 04() -33,822 -1.1 
7,250,252 545,660 -30,056 -5.2 sae,m 321,380 -17,393 -15.l 

A1ien-First papers ••••••••• 914,489 867,040 -47,449 -5.2 575,716 
926,307 888,740 -37,567 -4.l 1,503,0lEI 1,433,300. -69,'l'lB -4.6 

Al.ien--No papers •••••••••••• 2,429,325 2,322,040 -107,285 -4.4 
341,260 ~.342 -12.4 4.SS,4!?0 401,lli!lf -M,150 -'1.8 

Ci.ti~nehip not reported •••• 825,072 742,580 -82,492 -10.0 389,602 
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