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INTRODUCTION 

Purpose and scope,-1he plan for this report developed dur
ing discussions of proposals for the analysis of the data from 
the 1950 Census of Agriculture. ·As the 1950 Censuses of Popula
tion, Housing, and Agriculture were taken simultaneously, ' there 
were many requests for the correlation of data fr~m the three 
censuses for the farm and its associated household, family, and 
dwelhng unit. These requests could be met only by maiching in
dividual reports for 1950 Censuses of Population, Housing, and 
Agriculture.· The objectives of this report are to help provide 
answers to such questions as-What sources and amounts of income .. 
do farm-operator families have? How does the distribution of 
.total money income of farm-operator families compare with that 
of all families? What are the main problems associated with 
farms producing relatively small amounts of agricultural prod
ucts? On such farms, what is the income and produc ti vi ty of 
farm-operator families when both farm and non farm employment 
and income.are taken into consideration? How do the charac
teristics of the operators, families, and dwellings associated 
with these farms compare with other farms? What are the major 
variations in composition and characteristics of farm-operator 
families by economic class of farm .and other farm characteris
tics? What household facilities and equipment do farm-operator 
families have and how are they related to the size oi the farm 
business and family income? 

Source of data.-The data included in ti.is report repre
sent estimates based upon a sample of approximately 11,000 
farms and the associated farm-operator household~, families, 
and dwelling units, or one-fifth of one percent of all suet. units 
in the United States. The sample was taken from 5, 260 enumera
tion districts, or 5 percent of the enumeration districts having 
farms in 1950. Within these enumeration district"S, the sample 
comprised approximately 4 percent of the farms and the associated 
households, families, and dwelling units. In esch enumeration 
district the farms, households, fa mi lies, and dwelling units were 
selected by taking those farms included in the sample for the 
1950 Census of Agriculture for which the head of the household 
was in the 1950 Census of Population 20-percent sample, and, 
consequently, for whom there was information in regard to in
come, etc. (For a description of the sample used for the 1950 
Census of Agriculture, see page xvi of the Introduction to Volume 
II, General Report-Statistics by Subje'cts, of the 1950 Census 
of Agriculture, Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Com
merce. For a description of the sample used for the collection 
of data on income, etc. for tbe 1950 Census of Population, see 
page xxiii, of Volume II, Characteristics of the Population, of 
tl1e reports of the 1950 Census of Population.) 

The sample used for th.; 1950 Census of Ag r i culture was 
comprised of all large farms and a systematic sample of every 
fifth nonlarge farm. For the 1950 Census of Population, the 
sample was a systematic sample of every fifth person enumerated 

in the census . 
. In preparing the data for this report, separate estimates 

were made for large farms and the associated households, families, 
and dwelling units and for non large farms and their associated 
households, etc. Estimates were made for each of these two groups 
for each of the three geographic regions, the North, the West, 
and the South, by multiplying the totals for farms in the sample 
by the ratio of farms in the sample to the total number of such 
farms as shown by the 1950 Census of Agriculture. · Data for each 
region were obtained by adding the estimates for large farms and 
the remaining farms. Totals for the North and West were obtained 
by adding data for the two regions and totals for the United States 
were obtained by adding estimates for all tl1ree regions. 

Data on presence of kitchen sink, reJrigeration equipment, 
cooking fuel, and age of dwelling unit were available for a sample 
of one-fifth of the dwelling units for the farm-operator families 
included in the sample. Estimates for these items were made by 
multiplying by 5 the estimates made in accordance with the procedure 

outlined above. 
A discussion of the effect of the method of selecting the 

sample for this report, and a discussion of the comparability of 
the estimates for this sample with data given in the reports for 
the 1950 Census of Population, !lousing, and Agriculture, appears 
in the various chapters. 

Reliability.of the estimates.-As the data given in this 
report are estimates based upon tabulations of data for a sample 
of farms and the associated farm-operator families, households, 
and dwelling units, they .are subject to sampling variability. 
The following table indicates the approximate standard errors 
for groups of i terns, according to the magnitude of the es ti mate. 
The chances are about two out of three that the estimates would 
differ from the totals that would have been obtained from a tabu
lation for all farms, and farm operator households, families, 
and dwelling units by less than the standard error. The chances 
are about 19 out of 20 that the differences would be less than 
twice the standard error and 99 out ·of 100 that it would be less 
than two-and-one-half times the standard error, 

The estimates are also subject to errors of responses and 
to nonreporting, The possible effect of these other errors are 
not included in the table below. The effects of some of these 
errors are in di ca ted elsewhere in this report. 

Table 1.-SAMPLING VARIABILITY BY MAGNITUDE OF ESTIMATES, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND REGIONS: 1950 

Variability of estimates for presence of kitchen sink, reiiiseration Variability of all other items 
. 

equipment. cooking fuel, and age. of dwelling unit 
Magnitude 

United Statl':s North South West of United Sta tea North South West 

estimate 
Percent Percent Standard Standard Standard Percent Standard Percent Standard Percent Standard Percent Standard Percent Standard Percent 

of of of of of of of of 
error 

estimate 
error 

estimate 
error 

estimate 
error 

estimate 
error 

estimate 
error 

e.stimate 
error error 

estimate estirna te 

5,000 .............. 3,600 72.0 3, 600 72. 0 3, 600 72.0 3' 600 72.0 1,600 32. 0 1,600 32.0 1,600 32.0 1,600 32.0 
!0,000 ............. 5,000 50.0 5, 000 50.0 5,000 50.0 5, 000 50.0 2,200 22. 0 2,200 22.0 2,2.00 22.0 2,200 22,0 
25,000 ............. 7 ,800 31.2 7,800 31.2 7 ,BOO 31.2 7' 900 31.6 3, 500 14.0 3,500 14.0 3, 500 14.0 3,500 14.0 
so,000 ............. ll,400 22.8 11, 300 22.6 ll,400 22.8 10, 800 21.6 5,000 10.0 5,000 10.0 5,000 !O.O 4, 700 9.4 
100,000 ............ 16, 000 16.0 15, 800 15. 6 15, 900 15.9 14,400 14.4 7' 000 7 .o 7 ,000 7.0 7 ,000 7 .o 6,300 6.3 

250, 000 ............ 25, 000 10.0 24, 200 9. 7 24, 400 9.8 17' 400 7.0 10, 000 4.0 10,600 4.2 IO, 700 4.3 7, 600 3.0 
500, 000 ............ 34,000 6.8 32, 000 6.4 36, 700 7 .3 15,100 3.0 14,000 2.8 14, 300 2.9 
1,000, ODO •••••..•.. 45,300 4.5 37 ,400 3. 7 40, 500 4.! 20,200 2.0 16' 800 l. 7 17, 700 1.8 
1,250,000 .......... 50,200 4.0 37' 500 3.0 41, 700 3.3 22,000 l.8 16,800 1.3 18,200 1.5 
1,500, 000 ..••••.••• 53,400 3.6 36, 700 2.4 41,400 2.8 23 ,300 1.6 16 ,000 1.1 18, !00 1.2 

2,000, 000 .......... 57 ,500 2.9 25, 000 1.2 36, 000 1.8 25, 100 l.3 10,900 0.5 15, 700 a.a 
2,500, 000 .......... 59,300 2.4 19, 400 0.8 26,000 l.O 8, 500 0.3 
3,000,000 .......... 59, 100 2.0 25, 900 0,9 
4,000, 000 •••••••••• 52,000 l.3 22, 700 0.6 
5,000,000 .......... 30, 400 0.6 13 ,400 0.3 

•The chances are 2 out of 3 that the estimated total obtained by a complete tabulation for all farms, households, families and dwelling units would differ from the estimate for 
the item by less than the standard error or percent shown. 

(3) 



4 FARMS AND FARM PEOPLE 

DEFINITIONS ~ND EXPLANAt'IONS 

Definitions and explanations are presen.ted only for those 
items for which table descriptions are considered inadequate. 
Qualifications or limitations of the data are discussed in later 
chapters. The descriptive terms and explanations given below are 
taken largely from the reports of the 1950 Censuses of Popula
tion, Housing, and Agriculture. for more detailed descriptions 
and explanations of terms, reference may be made to the following 
reports of the 1950 Census: . 

1950 Census of Agriculture-Volume II, G1mer"l Report-Statis
tics by Subjects. 

1950 Census of Population-Volume II, Part 1, Chapter B. 
1950 Census of Housing-Volume III, Farm Housing Characte.r

istics. 
A farm.-For the 1950 Census of Agriculture, places of 3 or 

more acres were counted as farms if the value of agricultural 
products in 1949, exclusive of home gardens, amounted to Sl50 or 
more. The agricultural products could have been either for home 
use or for sale. Places of less than 3 acres were counted as 
farms only if the value of sales 0£ agricultural products in 1949 
amounted to $150 or more. Places operated in 1949 for which the 
value of agricultnral products in 1949 was 1ess than these minima 
because of crop failure or other unusual situation, and places 
operated in 1950 for the first time were counted as £arms .if nor
mally they could be expected to produce these minimum quantities 
of farm products. 

Farm operator.~A "farm operator" is a person who operates 
a farm either performing the labor himself or directly supervising 
it. He may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant, renter, or 
share cropper. If he rents land to otl1ers or has land cropped 
for him by others', he is listed as the operator af only that land 
which he retains. In the case of' a partnership, one member was 
included as the operator. The number of farm opera tors is con
sidered the same as the number of farms. 

Residence of farm operator.~Farm operators were classified 
by residence on the basis of whether or not they 1 iv ed on the 
farm operated. 

A summary of the data from the tabulations for this report 
regarding the residence on the farm operated is as follows: 

Total. ............................ .. 

residing "" farm operated ............ .. 
Not residing on Iam operated,,,., .••.. 
Pesidence not reported ..... ., ......... . 

Fann ofierators reportine 
5,300,127 

5,084,961 
1119, 310 
125,BSli 

However, many of the farm operators not residing on the 
farm resided in the same enumeration district in which their farm 
was located. For these nonresident operators, data were obtained 
regarding the characteristics of the household, family, and dwel
ling unit. Data on population and most data on dwelling units 
were not included in the tabulations for 38, 937 farm operators 
not residing on the farm operated and not living in the enwnera
tion district in which their farm was located, he cause of the 
cost of locating reports l'egarding the h

1
ousehold, family, and 

dwelling unit of such farm operators, 
Age of operat~r.-The age classification is based on the 

age of the person at his lut birthday as o £ the date of his 
enumeration, that is, the age of the person in completed years. 

CLASSIFICATION OF FARIS 

Fan1s by economic class.-The same classification of fat'nis 
by economic class as used in other tabulations from the 1950 Cen
sus of Agriculture is also used in this report. This classifica
tion was made in order to present an accurate description of the 
farms in each class and in orde.r to provide basic data. for an 
analysis of the organization of United States agriculture. 

The classification of farms by economic class was made on 
the basis of three factors, namely, total value of all farm prod
ucts sold, number of days the farm operatol' worked ·off the farm, 
and the relationship of the income recei~ed from nonfarm sources 
by the operator and memberB of his family to the value of all 

farm products sold. Institutions, experimental farms, gradng 
associations, and other community projects were classified u 
abnormal, regardless of any of the above-mentioned factors. 

In making the classification of farms by economic c lau, 
farms have been grouped into. two major groups, name l Y.• commeJ'• 
cial farms and other farms. In general, all farms with a vah1t 
of sales of farm products amounting to $1, 200 or more were cla11-
sified as commercial. farms with a value of sales· of 125() co 
Sl,199 were classified as commercial only if the farm operator 
worked off the farm less than 100 days and the income of the 
operator and members of his family received from nonfarm sourt,el 
was less than the total value of all farm products sold. Farin 
with a value of sales of all farm products of. less than $251), 
as well as county, State, private institutional, and experi· 
mental farms, were classified as "other." 

Comrnercia l farms· have been divided ,in to six groups on tt.e 
basis of the total value of farm products sold, as follows: 

Class 
I. ......................... . 
II ......................... . 
III ......................... . 
rv ......................... . 
v .......................... . 
VI ......................... . 

Value of farm Products sold in 1<149 
S25, 000 or more 

10, 000 to $24, 999 
.5,000 to 9,999 
2, 500 to 4, 9q9 
1,200 to 2, 499 
. •250 to 1, 199 

• Pi-ovided the farm operator worked off the farm less than 10a day• 
and pri!Vide.d the income the farm. OperatOJ.'" and membera of his family re• 
cei'ved irom non£1.r111 sources was le:u than the value 0£ all farm products 
sold. 

Other farms have been grouped into three classes as follows: 
Part-lime farms. -Farms with a value of sales of farm prnd· 

ucts of S2 50 to Sl, 199 were classified as part time provided l:he 
farm operator reported {l) 100 or more days of work off the !um 
in 1949, or .(2) the non farm income received by him and members of 
his family was greater than the value of farm products sold. 

Residential farms.-Residential farms inc.lude all farms •n· 
cept abnormal farms with a tot~l value of sales of farm produ,cU 
of less than $250. Some of these represent farms on which l'ht 
opera tor worked off the farm more than 100 days in 1949. Some 
represent farms on which the income from nonf11rm sources rru 

greater than the value of sales of agricultu~al products. Others 
represent subsistence and marginal farms of various kinds. Some 
farms are included here which, under normal conditions, may ha~e 
qualified as commercial farms. 

Abnormal farms.-Insofar !'s it was possible to identih 
them, abnormal farms include public and private inst i tut io:nal 
farms, community enterprises, experiment station farms, grazi»! 
associations, etc. In most of the tables, data for abnor11111l, 
farms are included with those for part-time farms. 

Tenure of operator.-Farm operators are classified acMrd· 
ing to the tenure under which they hold their land on the basis 
of the total land owned, total land rented fr.om others, and to• 
tal land managed for others. 

Full owners own land but do not ,rent land from others. 

Part owners own land and rent land from others. 

Managers operate farms for others and are paid a wage or ul· 
ary for their services. Persons acting merely as caretal(efl 
or hired as laborers are not classified as managers, 

Tenants rent from others or .work on shares for others all the 
land they operate. 

Croppers are crop-share tenants whose landlords furnish all 
the work p<)wer. The landlords either furnish all the 1rorl: 
animals or furnish tractor power in lieu of work animah. 
Croppers U;!lually work under the close s upe rv is ion of the 
landowners or their agents and the land assigned them is 
often merely a part of a larger enterprise operated as I 
single unit. 

T.irms by type.-The classification· of farms by type •II 
made on the basis of the relationship of the v.alue of sales fo>1t 1 

particular source or sources to the total value of all fan 
products sold from the farm. In some cases, . the type of fan 
was determined on the basis of the sale of an indi vidua! fat• 
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product, such as cotton, or on the basis of closely related prod
ucts, such as dairy products. In other cases, the type was de
termined on the basis of sales of a broader group of products 
such as corn, sorghums, all small grains, .field peas, field beans, 
cowpeas, and soybeans. Part-time,'residential, and abnormal farms 
were not classified by type. In order to be classifi~~ as a 
particular type, sales or anticipated sales of a product or a 
group of products had to represent 50 percent or more of the to
tal value of products of the farm. 

The types of farms for which data are shown, together with 
the product or group of products that had to represent ·so percent 
or more of the total sales in order .for the farm to be so clas
sified, are as follows: 

. Type of farm , 
Cotton., ...... ,,, 

Cash-grain ...... . 

Other field-crop 

Vegetable .... , •.. 

Fruit-and-nut,,., 

Dairy ........... . 

Poultry ......... . 

Livestock farms 
other than diary 
and poultry. 

C..ener~l., .... , ... 

ProdUct or group of products amountin~ to 50 
percent or more of the ·value of all farm 

prodric ts sold. 
Cotton. 

Corn, sorghum, small grains, field peas, field 
beans, cowpeas, and soybe~ns. 

Peanuts, Irish potatoes, sweetpotatoes, tobac
co, sugarcane, sugar beets for sugar, and 
other miscellaneous crops. 

Vegetables. 

Berries and other small fruits, and tree fruits 
and nuts. 

Milk and other dairy products. 
The criterion of ·so percent of the total sales 
was modified in the case of dairy farms, A 
farm for which the value of sales of dairy 
products represented less than '50 percent of 
the total value of farm products sold was 
classified as a dairy farm if; 

(a) Milk and other dairy products accounted 
for 30 percent or more of the total 
value of products, and 

(b) Milk cows represented ·so percent or more 
of all cows, and 

(c) Sales of dairy products, together with 
the sales of cattle and,calves,,amounted 
to :so percent or more of the total 
sales. 

Chickens, eggs, turkeys, and other poultry 
products. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, goats, wool mo• 
hair, goat milk, and products from animals 
slaughtered on the farm, provided the farm did 
not already classify as a dairy farm. 

Farms were classified ss general when the val
ue of products from one source or• group of 
sources did not represent as much as '50 per
cent of the total of the value of all farm 
products sold. Separate figures are given 
for three types of general farms': 

(a) Primarily crop. 

(b) Primarily livestock. 

('c) Crop and livestock. 

Primarily crop farms are those for which the 
sale of one of the following crops or groups 
of crops-vegetables, fruits and nuts, cotton, 
cash grains, or other field crops-did not 
amount to 'SO percent or more of the value of 
all farm products sold, but for which the 
value of sales for all these groups of crops 
represented 70' percent or more of the value 
of all farm products sold. 

Primarily livestock farms are those which could 
not be cl~ssified as dairy farms, PEUltry; 
farms, or livestock farms other .than dairy and 
poultry, but on which the sale of livestock 
and poultry and livestock and pqultry products 
amounted to 70 percent or more of the value of 
all farm products sold. 

General crop and lives tock farms are those 
which could not be classified as either crop 

Product or group of products amounting to 50 
percent or more of the value of all farm 

Type of farm products sold. 
General-Con..... f~rms· or livestock farms, but on which the 

sale of all crops amounted to at least'30 per
cent but less than 70 percent of the value of 
all farm products sold. 

Miscellaneous.... TI1is group of farms includes those which had 
50 percent: or more of the total value of prod
ucts accounted for by sale of horticultural 
products; or sale of horses; or sale of fur 
animals; or sale of forest products; or sale 
of bees, wax, and honey. 

Value of farm products sold.~The value of farm products 
sold, as obtained in the 1950 Census of Agriculture, represents 
the approximate total of the gross cash income . 

Off-farm work and other income.-Many farm operators re
ceive a part of their income from sources other than their farms. 
The questionnaire for the 1950 Census of Agriculture included 
several inquiries relating to work off the farm and nonfarmincome. 
These inquiries called for work off the farm by the farm opera
tor; work off the farm by other members of the opera tor 1 s fam
ily; and income from· othe
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r sources, sucb as sale of products 
from land rented out, cash rent, boarders, old age assistance, 
pensions, veterans' allowances, unemployment compensation, in
terest, and help from other memliers of the operator's family. 
Anotbe~ inquiry asked whether the income from off-farm work and 
other sources was greater th~n tbe total value of all agricul
tural products sold from the farm in 1949. Off-farm work in
cludes work at nonfarm jobs, businesses, or professions, whether 
performed on the farm premises or elsewhere; also work on some
one else's farm for pay or wages. Exchange work was not to be 

included. 
The purposes of these four inquires were (1) to obtain in

formation in regard to the extent that farm operators performed 
off-farm work and their dependence on other income, and (2) to 
provide a· basis for the classificat:i.-On of farms by economic class. 
The intent of the in·1uiry in regard to whether or not a member 
of the family had a nonfarm job, and the inquiry regarding in
come of the farm operator from nonfarm sources was to obtain 
more accurate replies to the inquiry regarding the relationship 
of the income from off-farm work and other sources to the total 
value of all agricultural products sold; 

Residence on a farm.-The 1950 Census of Population in
cluded all persons living on farms as farm poptflation, without 
regard to occupation. The determination as to whether or not tl,e 
house or dwelhng unit was located on a farm was made on the 
basis of the inquiry, "Is this house on a farm?~, made for every 
house or dwelling unit. However, persons living on what was con
sidered farm land were to be classified as nonfarm if they paid 
cash rent for their house and yards only. 

However, not all farm operators were repor~ed as living 
on a farm, as indicated by the following data :from tabulations 

made for this report: 

Fann afi.trators re/>orl in!! 
Total ...... ,......................... 5,3RO, 127 

House on a farm .................... , •• , 
House not on a farm ....... ,, • , ....... .. 
Locaticn. of house not reported. ,. ..... , 

5, 022, 32Q 
2!!1, 057 
76, 741 

Moreover, some of the farm operators reporting their house 
on a farm did not live on the fai;m operated as indicated by the 

following figures: 

Farm ape rat ors 
ref>ortinl! Residence 

of Jann 
Residence Residence operator 
on farm not on farm not 

Total af'erated af'•rated rtf>orled 

Tot.tl ........... 5, 300, 127 5,084, 961 169, 310 125,f!Sli 

House on a farm. , , • 5,022, 329 '4, 788, 114 124,040 110' 175 
!louse not on a farm 2Rl,057 230,6~5 37, 498 12,894 
Loe at ion of house 
not reported ...... 71i, 741 6fi, 182 7 '772 2,787 
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INCOME 

Income is the sum of the money received from wages or sal
aries, net income (or loss) from self-employment in a bus in es s, 
profession, or farm, and income other than earnings. This last 
category includes net income (or loss) from rents, or receipts 
from roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, dividends, and 
µeriodic income from estates and trust funds; pensions; vet
erans1 payments, armed forces allotments for dependents, and 
other governmental payments or assistance; a n d other income 
such as contributions for support from persons who are not mem
bers of the housel.old, alimony, and period_ic receipts from in
surance policies 'or annuities. The figures in this report rep
sent the amount of income received before deductions for ~ersonal 
income taxes, social security, bond purchases, .union dues, etc. 

Receipts from the following sources we re not included as 
income: the value of income "in kind," such as food produced and 
consumed in the home, free living quarters, etc.; withd-;aw~ls· of 
bank deposits; money borrowed; tax refunds; gifts; and lump-sum 
inheritances or insurance payments; money received from the sale 
of property such as stocks, bonds, a house, or a car, unless the 
recipient was engaged in the business of selling such property. 

Source of the inco111e data.-Jnformation was requested of per
sons 14 years of age and over in the sample on tile following income 
categories: (·a) the amount of money wages or salary received in 
1949; (b) the amount of net money income received from self-em
ployment, including farm or business, in 1949; and ('c) the amount 
of othe; income received in 1949, such as interest, dividends, 
veterans 1 allowances, pensions, or rents, If the person was the 
head of a family, these three questions were repeated for the 
other family members as a group in order to obtain income of the 

whole family. 
The figures in this census, as in all field surveys of in

come, are subject to ex-rors of response and nonreporting. In 
most cases, the schedule entries for income are based .not on 
records but on memory. The memory factor in data derived from 
field surveys of income probably produces underestimates, be
cause the tendency is to forget minor or irregular sources of 
income. Other errors of reporting are due to misunderstanding 
of the income questions or to misrepresentation . For a more 
detailed appraisal of the data on income, reference should be 
made to Chapter 3 of tt.is report. 

OCCUPATION 

In the 1950 Census of Population, information on occupa
tion, industry, and class of worker was collected for persons 
1n the experienced civilian labor force. All three items re
lated to one specific job held by the person. For an employed 
person, the information referred to the job he held during the 
census week (April 1950). If he was employed at two or more 
jobs, the job at which he worked the greatest number of hours 
during the census week was reported. For an experienced unem
ployed person, the information referred to .. the last job he had 
held. 

The occupation information .presen\;ed-h-ere was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of work was he doing?" Th 
data given in this report are usually for 12 major occu~atio: 
g~oups. The composition of each major occupation group is in-
du:ated by the following illustrated list: -

Professional, technical, and kindred workers.-Includes 
Ac~ountants; Architects; Artists; Auditors; Authors; Chemists; 
C!,nopractors; Clergymen; Coileie presidents, professors, and 
instructors; Conservationists; Dentists; Draftsmen; Editors; Em
balmers; Farm management advisors; Foresters; Funeral directors; 
Home management a~visors; Judges; Lawyers; Librarians; Personnel 
workers; Pharmacists; Physicians; Professional nurses· Radio 
ope:ators; Recreation workers; Religious workers; Rep~rters; 
Social workers; Surveyors; Teachers; Technical engineers; Vet: 
erinarians~ 

Farmers and farm managers.-Includes f tenant armers and 
croppers. 

Managers, officials, and proprietors, except. farm.-In
cludes Buyers; Building superintendents; Credit men; Postmas
ters; Public administration official~; Purchasing agents; Rail
road conductors; Ship officers, pi lots', pursers, and engineers; 
Shippers of farm products; Union officials. 

Clerical and kindred workers.-Includes Ba.nk tellers; Bill 
and account collectors; Bookkeepers; Cashiers; Dentist's office 
attendants; Express agents; Expre~s messengers; Library assist
tants and' attendants; Mail carriers; Messengers; .Office boys; 
Office machine operators; Physician's office attendants; Rail
way mail clerks; Receiving clerks; Secretaries; Shipping clerks;. 
Station agents; Stenographers; Telegraph messengers; Telegraph 
operators; Telephone operators; Ticket agents; Typists. 

Sales workers.-Includes Advertising agents and salesmen; 
Auctioneers; Demonstrators; Hucksters; Insurance agents and· bro
kers; Newsboys; Peddlers; Real-estate agents and brokers; Stock 
and bond salesmen. 

Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers', -Includes ,Bakers; 
Blacksmiths; Boilermakers; Bookbinders; Brickmasons; cabinetmakers; 
Carpenters; Die makers; Electricians; Engravers; Excavating ma
chinery operators;_ Forgemen; Goldsmiths; Lithographers; Locomo
tive engineers; Locomotive firemen; Log and lumber scalers and 
graders; Loom fixers; Machinists; Mechanics; Metal molders; Op
ticians; Painters (construction and maintenance); Paperhangers; 
Photoengravers; Pipe fitters; Plasterers; Plumbers; Road machin
er_y operators;. Roofers; Sheet metal workers; Stationary. engi
neers; Stereotypers; Stonemasons; Structural metal workers; Tail
ors; Telegraph and telephone linemen and servicemen; Tile set
ters; Tinsmiths; Tool makers; Typesetters; Watchmakers. 

Operatives and kindred workers.-Includes Apprentices; Auto 
service attendants; Bus conductors and drivers;. Chauffeurs; De
liverymen; Dressmakers; Dry cleaning operatives; Dyers; Fruit, 
nut, and vegetable graders and packers; La~dry operatives; Meat 
cutters; Metal grinders and polishers; Milliners; Mine operative~ 
and laborers; Motormen; Painters (except construction and main
tenance); Railroad brakemen and switchmen; Routemen; Sailors; 
Sawyers; Seainstresses; Stationary firemen; Street railway con
ductors; Surveying chainmen, rodmen, and ax men; Taxicab d~i ~ers; 
Textile spinners; Textile weavers; Trac tor drivers; Truck dri v
ers; Welders. 

Private housetK>ld workers.-Includes housekeepers and laun
dresses in private households. 

Service worker~, except private household.-Includes At
tendants and ushers in amusement places; Barber11; Bartenders; 
Beauticians; Boarding house keepers; Bootblacks; Bridge tenders; 
Charwomen,; Cooks, except in private households; Detectives; Door
keep~rs; Elevator operators; Firemen (fire protection); Guards; 
Hospital attendants; Janitors; Manicurists; Midwives; Policemen; 
Porters; Practical nurses; Sextons; Stewards; Waiters; Watchmen. 

. Farm I aborers and foremen, -Includes both paid and unpaid 
family farm laborers, and self-employed farm service laborers. 

Laborers, except farm and mine. -Includes Car washers· 
Fishermen; Garage laborers; Groundskeepers; Longshoremen; Oystei~ 
men; Raftsmen; Stevedores; Teamsters; Woodchoppers. · 

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Years of school completed.~Education by years of school 
refers to ti!"e in "regular" schools. Vocational, trade,· and 
business schools were excluded unless such school~ were graded 
and considered a part of the regular school system. Persons had 
to complete a grade in order to be counted as completing that 
grade. 

Marital status.-Data on marital sta~us are based on the 
replies to the question, "Is he now married; widowed, divorced, 
separated, or never married?" The classification refers to the 
status at the time of enumeration of all persons 14 years old 
a~d over. ~hree groups are shown in these tables~single, mar
ried, and widowed or divorced. Single pers9ns include all who 
have never married. Persons classified as married comprise those 
who have been married once and those who remarried after having 
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been widowed or divorced. Persons reported as separated are 
also included ~n the "married" group. In the third group are 
all person~ reported as either widowed or divorced. 

Labor force.-The labor force includes all persons clas
sified as employed or unemployed, and als'o members of the armed 
forces. 

Employed ·persons comprise all civilians 14 years old and 
over who, during the census week, were either (a) "at work"
those except' tin.paid family farm laborers who did any work for 
pay or profit, or worked without pay for 15 hour~ or more on a 
family farm or in a family business (the number of persons in 
the iabor force includes approximately 93,000 unpaid family farm 
laborers who worked less than 15 hours during the census week); 
or (b) "with ajob but not at work"-those who did not work and 
were not looking for w~rk but had a job or business from which 
they were temporarily absent because of vacation" illness, in
dustrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff with definite instruc
tions to return to work within 30 days of layoff. 

Unemployed persons 14 years old and over are those not at 
work during the census week but were either looking for work or 
would have been looking for work except that (a) they were tem
porarily ill, (b) they expected to return t6 a job from which 
they had been laid off for an indefinite period, or ('c) they 
believed no work was available in their community or in their 
line of work. 

FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS 

Family.-A family is a group of two or more persons re
lated by blood, marriage, or adoption, and living together. 

In this report the farm operators. living alone or living 
with persons not related to them are shown in some tables and 
usually are treated as families rather than ~s single indivi
duals. 

The total number of persons in families was not tabulated 
but counts of each family size were obtained in single person 
intervals in twelve groups. Families·consisting of more than 12 
me'mbers are coun~ed in the "12 or more" group. In computing the 
average size of family, it has been assumed that the average num
ber of persons in families of 12 or more was 12. The effect on 
the average size of family because of this assumption is slight, 

Family head.-A family head is define(! in the 1950 Census 
as either (a) head of household with related persons present in 
household or (b) person unrelated to household head but with 
persons related to him ~omprising a family of which he is the 
head. · 

Household.-A household includes all the persons who occupy 
a house, an apartment or other group of rooms, or a room, that 
constitutes a dwelling unit. In general, a group of rooms oc
cupied ~s separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has 
separate cooking equipment or a separate entrance; a single room 
occupied as separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it l1as 
separate cooking equipment or if it constitutes the only living 
quarters in the structure. A housel.old includes the related fan1-
ily members and also the unrelated persons, if any, such as lod
gers, foster children, wards, or employees, who share the dwelling 
unit. A person living alm;e in a dwelling unit or a group of un
related persons sharing the same living accommodations as part
ners is also counted as a household. 

One person in each household is designated as "head."' 
Hence, by definition a count of heads of households is the same 
as a count of households which, in turn, is the Sftme as a count of 
occupied dwelling units. 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS AND HOUSEHOLD EQUIPlilENT AND FACILITIES 

Dwelling unit.-A dwelling unit is a group of rooms or a 
single room occupied, or intended for occupancy, as separate 
living quarters by a family or other group of persons living to
gether or by a person living alone. In this study the count of 
dwelling units' (farm operators' dwellings) is the same as the 
count of farms. Appro~imately 39,000 of the dwelling units in
cluded in the tabulatio~s for this report were vacant dwellings. 

Tenure of dwelling unit.-A dwelling unit is "owner-occu
pied" if the owner was one of the persons living in the unit even if 
the dwelling unit was not fu1ly paid for or had a mortgage on it. 
When the owner of-the unit was a member of the household but 
was temporarily away from home, as in the case of military ser
vice o~ temporary employment away from home, the unit was still 
cfassified as "owner-occupied." 

All occupied dwelling units that are not "owner-occupied" 
were classified as "renter-occupied" whether or not any money 
rent was paid for the living quarters, 

Condit ion ·of d·wa 11 ing unit. -To measure condition, the dwelling. 
units were.classified as "not dilapidated" or "dilapidated." A 
dwelling unit was reported as dilapidated when it had serious 
deficiencies, was run-down or neglected, or was of inadequate 
original construction, so that it did not provide adequate shel
ter or protection against the elements or endangered the safety 
of the occupants. A dwelling unit was reported as dilapidated 
if, because of either inadequate original construction, or· dete
rioration, it was below the generally accepted minimum standard 
for housing and should be torn down or extensively repaired or 
rebuilt. 

Specifically, a dwelling unit was to be reported as dilapi
dated if-

1. It had one or more critical deficiencies, as for example: 
a. Holes, open cracks, rotted, loose, or missing materials. 

over a considerable area of the foundation, outside walls~ 
roof, or inside walls, floors, or ceilings. 

b. Substantial sagging of floors, walls, or roof. 
c. Extensive damage by storm, flood, or fire. 

2. It had a combination of minor deficiencies which were pres
ent in sufficient number and extent to give evidence that 
the unit did not p~ovide adequate shelter or protection 
against the
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,elements or was physically unsafe. Examples 
of these .deficiencies are-
a. Holes, open cracks, rotted, loose, or missing materials 

over a small area. 
b. Shaky or unsafe porch, steps, or railings. 
c. Broken or missing window panes. 
d. Rotted or loose window frames which are no longer rain

proof or windproof. 
e. Damaged, unsafe, or makeshift chinmey. 
f. Broken, loose, or missing inside stair treads or risers, 

balusters, or railings. 
g. Deep wear on doors ills, doorframes, outside or inside steps, 

or floors. 

3. It was of inadequate original construction. Examples of 
inadequate original construction are~ 
a. Makeshift walls. 
b. Lack of foundation. 
c. Dirt floors. 
d. Inadequately converted cellars, garages, barns, and 

similar places. 

Water supply.-A dwelling unit has "piped running water" 
if water is piped to it from a pressure or gravity system. "No 
piped running water" includes water from a hand pump or from a 
well or stream or where no piped running water is available with
in the structure, 

A dwelling unit is counted as having hot piped running 
water whether it is available the year round or only part of the 
time, For example, hot running water may be available only dur
ing the heating season or at various times during the week. 

Toilet facil ities.-A dwelling unit is reported as having 
a flush toilet if the toilet is inside the structure and is op
erated by means of water piped to it, 

Bathing facil ities.-A dwelling unit has a bathtub or shower 
if either type of equipment, supplied with piped running water 
(not necessarily hot water), is available inside the structure 
for the use of the occupants of the dwelling unit. 

Cooking fuel.-The fuel used most for cooking was reported. 
Where the fuel used most was not readily ascertainable for com
bination stoves, the fuel listed first was reported. 

Kl tchen s Ink. -A dwelling unit is reported as "with kitchen 
sink" if a sink, located within the structure and with a drain
:pipe leading to the outside, is availaLle for use by occupants of 
the unit. The sink need not have r~nning water piped to it. 
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Refrigeration equipment. -The principal refrigeration 
. equipment available to the dwelling unit was reported, whether 
·or not it was in use at the time of enumeration. "Mechanical" 
refrigeration includes any type of refrigerator operated by 
electricity, gas, kerosene, gasoline, or other source of power. 
"Ice" refrigeration includes a refrigerator, box, or chest cooled 
by ice supplied from an outside source. "Other" refrigeration 
includes other devices or methods used to refrigerate food, such 
as a spring house, cooler, well cooler, an ice hous~ in which 
storage space is provided for perishable food, and any evapora
tive cooler which is operated by application ·of water, 

Telephone.-The data in regard to telephone relate to the 
farm and not necessarily to the dwelling of the farm operator as 
the telepl.one may not have been located in the dwelling of the 
farm operator. 

Electriclty • ...:.If the farm had electricity, it was counted 
as a farm reporting electricity, although electricity may not 
have been installed in the dwelling of the farm operator. Elec
tricity could have. been either from a power line ~r from a home 
plant. 

HOME FOOD•PRODUCTION PitACTICE,S 

Gardens for home u_se. -Farms on which any vegetables, 
sweet corn or melons were harvested in 1949 for home use were 
counted as farms reporting gardens for home use. 

farm slaughter.-Farms reporting farm slaughter include 
those on which hogs, calves, cattle, sheep, or lambs were butch
ered by or for the farm operator in 1949. 
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