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POPULATION IN FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS 
Helen R. White, Division of Farm Population and Rural Life, Bureau of Agricultural Economics 

INTRODUCTION 

The number and characteristics of persons in farm-operator 
households have both simple and complex relations with the number 
of farms and their characteristics. The apparent simplicity of 
some of the relationships can be illustrated in a cursory exami
nation of ~he geographic distribution of farms and the population 
in farm-operator households. The relative distributions in 1950 
were as follows: 

Regicm 
United States .. , .. , .. , ... ,, .. .. 

North ............................ . 
South ............................ . 
West ............................ .. 

Farms 
100 

42 
49 
9 

Population in farm
operotar households 

100 

40 
52 
8 

Obviously, the number of persons in the farm-operator household 
population is ·determined rather largely by the number o £ farms. 
The difference between the two percentages for a given region are 
directly attributable to variations in the average size of house· 
hold eioong the regions and indirectly to the numerous factors af
fecting the average size of household. (In the United States, 
residence of the operator and other members of his household in a 
geographic area other than that in which. his farm is located is a 
very minor factor in the differences between the re la ti ve geo
graphic distributions of far;ms and of farm-operator household 
population. Less than 39,000 of the more than 5 million farms 
covered by the 1950 Census of Agriculture were not located in the 
enumeration district in which the farm operator resided. As agri
culture and pop1llation schedules were matched only when the oper
rator' s residence and farm were in the same enumeration district, 
technically these data do not reflect this minor source of varia
tion. In view of the small numbers involved, this factor can be 
ignored as a source of variation among regions.) 

The complexity of the relations between the number and 
characteristics of the farm-operator household population and 
the number and characteristics of the farms can be illustrated in 
an examination of variations in the size of households by economic 
class of farm. The larger the size of the farm-operator household, 
the greater the potential manpower available for operating the 
farm and the greater the possibilities of economic achievement. 
But this is true, of course, only within the limits set by age, 
education, sex, health, and other characteristics of the people 
in the household and the quality of the soil, equipment and capi· 
tal available, size, and other characteristics of the farm. On 
the other h.and, having more persons economically dependent on a 
farm than the farm can support may lead to depletion of the phys
cal resources and underutilization of the human resources of the 
farm. The relative economic success of the farming operations 
also affects the size of the household, If the net profit from 
! the farming operations is small, members of rel ati vel y 1 arge 

families may have additional motivation to seek employment off 
the family farm; this frequently involves migration from the fam
ily residence and a consequent reduction in the si z.e of the house
hold. Converselt, children of successful farmers are more lik.ely 
to be well-educated and, therefore, to seek employment in other 
fields and other areas. 

These relationships are shown by the data for this report. 
In the North and West (combined), the average size of household 
decreased consistently from 4.2 persons per household for eco
nClllic classes I and II to 2.9 for class VI. In the South, where 
families are generally larger, the average size of household in
creased from 3.9for classes I and II to 4. 7 far class IV and then 
decreased to 4.1 for Class VI. The average size of the house
holds on part-time farms (including abnormal) and o £ residential 
farms was larger in both. the North and \\'est and in the Sou th than 
those of class VI farms. Substantial proportions of the operators 
oI part-time and residential fanns worked off the farm 200 days or 
more, In fact, the income from other sources exceeded the value. 
of the farm products sold for approximately 07 percent of the 

famifies of part-time farm operators and for approximately 65 
percent of the :families of residential farm operators but for 
none of the families of class VI farm operators. (The defini
tion of class VI farms excludes from thi~ group families whose 
other income exceeds farm sales.) Thus, the class VI familiesare 
economically less able to retain members of their households 
than the part-time or residential families. 

The variation in· the size of households is reflected in the 
relative distributions of farms and of farm-operator household 
population by economic class of farm (table 1). The proportion 
of farms in classes I through IV was 58 percent, 22 percent, and 
52 percent in the North, South, and \\'est, respectively, in 1950. 
The corresponding proportions of the farm-operator ltousehold 
popu la ti on in these cl asses was 61 percent, 23 percent, and 55 
percent. 

TAULE 1. -POPULATION IN FARl·OPERATOR JIOUSEHOLOS, BY ECONOMJr CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE 
UNITED STATES ANb RfOIONS: 1950 

LData are based upon n umple, For a description of the sample and a statement of re .. 
liability of the dllta, see page 3, For limitations of the data, see text, page 63] 

Economic class o! farm United North South West 
States 

POPULATION 

All farms., ... ,, •••• , ••.•• 21,875,464 8, 724, 032 11,419,190 1, 732. 242 

C_.rolal far1Rs .••.•••• , ..•. 15,406, 849 6, 931, 214 7,228,317 1,241. 318 
Classes 1 and II ................ 2,000,292 1,283, 036 347 ,667 369, 369 
Claso III. ........ , ............. 3,085,UO 2, 094, 103 682,585 308. 422 
Class IV ........................ 3,792,538 1, 908, 299 1,610,073 274, 1~6 
:'.lass V,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .... , ... 3, 775' 809 1,176,912 2,386,63i 212,265 
Class VI. ....................... 2, 753, 100 468, 864 2,201,160 83, 076 

Other far"''·., .........•..... 6. 468, 615 l, 792,818 4,190,813 484, 924 
Pert..·ttme and abnormal ........... 2,552,990 860, 636 1,490,229 202, 125 
Residential .... •••••••••••··~·· .. 3,915,625 932,182 2. 700,644 282, 799 

PERCENT OISTRIBUTION 

All farms.,.,,.,., .. ,.,,,, 100.0 100,0 !00.0 100.0 

c-rclal farms, .......... ,. 70. 4 79.4 63, 3 12.0 
Classes I and II ....... , ........ 9.1 14. 7 3. 0 21.3 
Closs III ............ , .......... 14.1 24.0 6. 0 17.6 
Class IV ........................ 17 .3 21. 9 14. l 15.B 
Cla:u v ......................... 17 .3 13, 5 20. 9 12.3 
Class VI ........................ 12.6 5.4 19. 3 4.B 

Other far•• .. , ............... 29,6 20.i; 36. 7 28.0 
Partwtime a.nd ahnorma.l,,,,,,,,,, 11. 7 9. 9 13,] 11.7 
ResidentinJ, .... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 11.9 10. 7 23, 7 16.3 

In the North and West more than half of the farm-operator 
household population was in households of operators of classes 
I through IV farms-farms for which the total value of products 
sold was equal to or exceeded $2,500. In the South, which con
tained approximately half of the total farm-operator household 
population, less than a fourth of the ~arm-operator household 
population was associated with fanns of classes I through IV. 
Of the roughly 13 million persons in the United States in house
holds of operators of farms classified as classes V, VI, part
time, residential, and abnormal, 60 percent were in the South. 

DEFINITION OF FARM POPULATION AND 
POPULATION IN FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS 

Problems in defining farm population. -In the United 
States, the term "farm population" is popularly associated with 
the idea of farm-operator families which live on the farms they 
ape!l'ate and which depend entirely or largely on farming for their 
livelihood. This concept has arisen from our historic way of 
living and farming. Even today approximately 95 percent of the 
farm operators live on the farm they operate and roughly 66 per
cent receive more gross income from the farm than from other 
sources. Superficially it would seem that a completely satis
factory classification of population into farm and nonfarm could 
be constructed on the basis of farm residence. However, in many 
other parts of the world and even in some parts of the United 
States the typical farm-family settlement pattern is a village or 
cluster of homes not on, but surrounded Ly, farmland. Fur 
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48 FARMS AND FARM PEOPLE 

example, in 1950, roughly 19 percent of the farm operators in 
Utah did not live on farms. 

There are other difficulties in the practical application 
of the above concept to the problem of classifying population as 
farm or nonfarm. An increasing proportion of farm operators are 
doing work other than on their own farm. If the farm operator 
does not do any work other than on his own farm, other members of 
his family may have off-farm work. In addition to problems re
lating to the residence and degree of dependence on agriculture 
of far-01-operator families, there are problems in classifying 
other groups. These include such groups as farm laborers or farm
laborer families residing on fanns, farm-laborer fmnilies not re
siding on farms, and families o~ single individuals renting farm 
houses hut not renting any of the farmland in the property. If 
the classification is based on farm residence, a practical and 
valid way of identifying farms must be established. Because of 
these and other problems, censuses conducted by other countries 
have tended to include tabulations of the population dependent 
on agriculture based on the occupation or industry classification 
of persons in the labor force; P!'rsons not in the labor force 
being allocated to the occupation or industry group of the head 
of their.household or of the person on whom they are economical
ly dependent. (Problems in classifying the population dependent 
on agriculture are discussed in greater detail in a report pre
pared by the United Nations entitled Populatioo Census Methods, 
Lake Success, New York, 1949, pp. 145-150. Some 'specific aspect; 
of the problem in the United States are de,scribed in the joint 
Bureau of the Census and Bureau of Agricultural Economics report 
entitled Farm Population, Series Census;BAE, No. 16, March 1953.) 

Definition of farm populatipn.~In the 1950 United States 
Census of Population and Ho.using, the residence cl~ssi fication of 
population into farm and nonfarm was made largely on the basis of 
responses to the question "Is this house on a farm (or ranch)?" 
However, enumerators were instructed to classify as nonfarm all 
persons in institutions, suttmer camps, tourist cabins, and simi
lar "places'. on farms and all persons paying cash rent for a farm 
house and yard but not renting any of the farmland. Bo th the 
farm and nonfarrn populations have been further classified ac
cording to urban and rural .residence .. (Relatively little data 
are available on the characteristics of the urban-far~ or total 
farm population, the three-way classification of urban, rural non
farm, and rural farm having been used most frequently.) 

Definition of population in farm-operator households.-The 
definition of the population in farm-operator households is fairly 
obvious from examination of the basic definitions of a farm, a· farm 
operator, anda household given in the Introduction to this report. 

However, the fol lowing facts need to be remembered in eval
uating and analyzing the data in this report: 

1. The population data in this report relate only to the farm
operator households for places counted as farms in the 1950 
Census of Agriculture. 

2. Data on farm-operator households for approximately 39,000 
or 0.8 percent of all farm operators were not tabulated as 
the farm operators lived in enumeration districts other than 
the enumeration district in which the farm was located. 

3. Some households located on farms and containing persons 
counted as farm population in the 1950 Census of Population 
'do"not contain a farm operator, and are, therefore, not in
cluded in the data given in this report. Such households 
include households of farm laborers and farm landlords not 
operating farms but living on farms, as well as households 
on places considered as farms but without sufficient agri
cultural "operations and agricultural production to qualify 
as farms according to the definition •used for the 1950 

Census of Agriculture. 
4. The population data in this report include persons in a 

considerable number of households containi.ng a farmoperator 
who were not counted as part of the farm population in the 
1950 Census of Population because the household was not 
considered as.being on a far~. 

1be following data indicate the relative composition of the 
farm population for the 19 50 Census of Population and the popul a
t ion in farm-operator households as estimated fr<J111 tabulations 
made for this report: 

Item 
Total population ............... . 

Persons included in fann population 
and in fann-operator household 
population ....................... . 

Persons included in fann-operator 
household population but not as 
farm population in Census of 
Populaticn. , . , . , ............ , , ,. .. 

Persons included in fann population 
but excluded from fann-operator 
household population because place 
did not qualify as fann2 .. ,., ..• , . 

Other persons not included in fann· 
operator hooseholds, but included 
in farm population3., ....... , ..... 

Fann Farm-
Population, operator 

i950 Census of household 
PoPulation population 

123,332,000 21, 875, 000 

20,851,000 20,851,000 

XXXXXlOCXXXX 1, 024, 000 

1, 756, 000 JOOOOOOOOOC 

725, 000 JOOOOOOOOOC 

~J.'~tal fanq population a1 11hown by the 1950' C.eneus of Population. 
2Estimatea haa-ed upon tabulation of data. for a sample of 1, 408 houae .. 

holds taken from 5,260 or 5 percent of the enumeration districts having 
:farms in 1950. • Thia figure is subject to considerable alllllpling vari
ability. 

Eatiaatea obtained by subtracting totals for groups listed frOIG the 
total farm population. · 

The above data indicate "that thepopulation of farm-operator 
households included in this report and included in the farm popu
lation as shown for the 1950 Census of Population represented 
20~051,000persons orEl9 percent of the23,332,000 farm population. 
On the other hand, the population of farm-operator households in
cludes 1, 024,000 persons not included in the 1950 farm population. 
Al so, the l!l50 farm population included 2, 481, 000 other persons 
not included in·the population of farm-operator households. 1his 
totai comprises 1, 75G,OOO persons in households on pl aces consid
ered as farms in the 1950" Census of Population, but not qualify
ing as farms for the Census of Agriculture and 725,000 persons in 
other households not containing a farm operator. These households 
consist largely of households of farm landlords and farm laborers. 

The relationship of the population of farm-operator house
holds to total farm population should be considered in using data 
in this report to supplement data on farm population. 

AGE, SEX, AND COLOR COMPOSITION OF TllE 

POPULATION IN FARM·OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS 

Age.~As approximately 21 million of the 23 million persons 
in the total farm population of the United States in April 1950 
were also part of the 22 million persons in farm-operator house
holds, the similarity of the age-sex distribution of the farm
operator household population to that of the rural-farm population 
shown in diagram 1, is not surprising. (Differences between these 
two groups are attributable to exclusion of persons in urban farm
operator households from the rural-farm population as well as to 
the points previously discussed.) The population pyramids for both 
of these groups have much broader bases, representing larger pro
portions of persons under 20 years of age, than the urban popula
tion. The slillUless of these columns from ages 20 to 24 years 
through 40 to 44 years and more rectangular shape from 20 to 24 
years through age 59 also con_trasts with the breadth in the young 
adult ages and nlore tapering shape of the urban pyramid. 

Even though the number of young persons in the farm-operator 
household population is relatively large, it does not seem exces
sive in terms of long-run replacement needs assuming that each of 
the present operators will eventually be replaced by another. In 
April 1950, there were roughly 107 males under 35 years of age 
(excluding opera tors) for every ioo: operators. (This figure is an 
understaterrent insofar as it does not allow for females of any age 
or older males who are not operators or for persons not in farm
operator households who may hecoll¥' operators.) Some of these 
young males will prefer nonfarm employment; some will, of course, 
die prior to the death or retirement of the present operators.: 
If the number of farms continues to decline- there was a decrease 
of about one-fifth between 1935 and 1950- the nwnber of operator-



Diagram 1.-SELECTED POPULATION GROUPS BY AGE AND SEX 
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 
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50 FARMS AND FARM PEOPLE 
Table 2.-POPULATION IN FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY AGE AND SEX AND BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE 

UNITED STATES: 1950 
[Data are based upon a sa111>le. For a escr1ption of the sample and a statement pf reliability of the data see page 3 For limitations of the data see text page 63] 

Age 

POPULATION 

Total, 
all farms 

Commercial farms 

Total Class V 

Other farms 

Class VI Total 
Part-time 

and abnormal Residential 

Dt~. ~1 ~·L •..••.....••.••.•...•.•.••.•.....• ~2~l~·~ITT~s~,4:624~~~1~s·~'=M~·=8~n~ 1~2~,o~o~o,~2=~~~3~·=oo=s~,:u=o~=3L,1~9:2~,5~3~B~3~7~7S~,~00~9~~2~,~'~"~·~1~00~~6~,~u~8~,6~1~s~t~~2~,s~s~2~,9~9~0~;3L,9~1~5,~6=~ 
l&ider 5 Y•ars........................................ 2,324,569 1,658,263 206,224 332,210 388,838 42:!,511 308,480 666,306 256,011 ·H0,2!lS 
S to 9 years......................................... 2,392,744 1,642,864 205,694 338,231 416,745 412,461 269,733 749,880 287,567 462,313 
W to 14 years .. .,................................... 2,412,128 1,687,504 209,217 330,214 455,112 420,834 2-72,127 724,624 279,816 444,808 
15 to 19 years ....................................... 2,043,979 1,442,911 170,384 273,914 359,539 369,712 269,362 601,068 241,591 359,<17 
20 to 24 yeus....................................... l,262,270 900,339 138,216 168,351 215,855 218,280 159,637 361,931 152,026 209,905 
25 to 29 year•....................................... 1,265,435 918,367 133,900 198,911 230,524 220,128 134,904 347,M8 148,214 198,854 
30 to 34 years.,.,................................... 1,344,474 943,925 148,591 214,40, 240,618 212,937 127,370 400,549 167,452 233,097 
35 to 39 year•....................................... 1,494,049 1,052,671 165,738 251,333 256,958 240,427 138,215 441,378 191,978 249,400 
40 to 44-years .... .,................................. 1,389,503 989,972 147,201 218,542 243,499 2:!9,010 151,720 399,531 170,263 229,268 
45 to 49 years ................... :................... l,237,196 863,847 125,287 190,2H 205,796 202,375 140,155 373,349 151,350 221,999 
50 to 54 years....................................... 1,185,038 849,932 108,910 182,Ul 206,927 197,742 153,912 335,106 133,218 201,888 
55to59years.,., ................................... 1,065,654 760,732 88,364 134,842 186,842 194,912 155,772 304,~2 113,652 191,210 
60 to 64' years .. .,.,................................. 850,002 625,449 !i8,397 101,346 )54,814 156,315 154,577 224,553 89,165 135,38A 
65 to 69 years .. ., ........................ ,'.......... 693,143 493,527 39,429 60,873 105,360 136,053 151,812 199,616 59,463 140,153 
70 to U years.,., ...................... :............ 440,774 277,510 25,518 42,419 61,571 65,150 82,852 163,264 53,260 110,0~ 
75 years and over.................................... 474,506 299,036 29,222 46,840 63,540 76,962 82,472 175,470 57,964 117,506 

Males, all age, ................................... 11,462,311 8,150,931 1,089,967 1,655,378 2,009,613 1,978,177 1,417,796 3 311 380 1,319,701 1,991,6n 
Undor 5 Y•or• ....................................... :. l,186,597 846,969 105,711 170,293 198,737 215,333 156,895 339,628 130,566 209,062 
5 to 9 years......................................... 1,228,250 843,750 106,045 174,287 214,127 211,341 137,950 384,500 147,551 236,949 
10 to l4 years....................................... 1,255,603 879,496 107,577 178,087 238,735 219,930 135,167 376,107 145,362 230,745 
15 to 19 years....................................... 1,124,198 801,744 99,860 159,711 199,358 204,959 137,856 322,454 130,564 191,890 
20 to 2' yearo....................................... 704,212 514,516 82,716 97,515 126,014 123,010 85,261 189,696 00,767 .108,929 
25 to 29 years .. .,................................... 612,907 455,901 77,163 101,243 109,808 102,958 64,729 157,006 69,115 81,891 
30 to 34 year• ......... ·.............................. 660,039 471,261 71,647 111,079 120,638 103,675 64,222 188,778 78,620 110,158 
35 to .39 years .... .,................................. 752,758 526,298 84,981 127,042 129,687 118,513 66,075 226,460 101,677 124,783 
40 to'' year•....................................... 736,440 538,814 85,131 !2',803 130,060 117,248 81,572 197,626 82,091 115,535 
45 to 49 year........................................ 635,:170 444,172 69,463 98,602 106,188 102,640 66,679 191,098 80,011 lll,021 
50 to 54 ye.rs....................................... 619,942 456,057 62,723 98,437 111,972 108,005 74,920 163,885 67,001 96,1184 
55 to 59 years....................................... 580,877 417,760 51,527 76,821 101,143 110,893 77,376 163,117 62,834 100,283 
60 to 64 years....................................... 465,413 3H,271 32,931 59,321 84,303 83,"JI? 84,229 121,142 43,655 11,181 
65 to 69 yeara.............. ......................... 394,058 290,036 23,497 32,146 69,013 75,31!8 90,042 104,022 37,148 66,87' 
70 to 74 years....................................... 257,657 167,097 13,430 24,757 37,855 41,294 49,761 90,560 30,551 60,009 
75 years and oTer.................................... 248,090 152,789 15,565 21,23' 31,375 39,553 45,062 95,301 32,128 63,173 

F•at es, all a;••· ......................... , • .. . . . t-:10:-''7'.41:-::3:-'' ::::15:-:3:-I r-7"'''::2:-:5 5:-"'-::9::'10:-i i--:9:::1
7
0 '':3725:-t-1"',~42:::9:-''-:-73~2+_.1,_, 7::8:::2'-:, 9::275 r"'1,".:1,,,97:"'';-6::'32:+_1"',"'31~35 s1,.,,.~35.,.,o845:+-'3~, 715='7"', :,,23;:5,._, f.--1,:...2
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33 Under 5 yeau........................................ 1,137,972 811,294 100,513 161,917 190,101 207,178 326,678 • 

5 to 9 yeara ...................................... , •• l, !64, 4.94 199, 114 99,649 163, 94' 202, 618 201, 120 131, 783 365,380 140, 016 225,364 
10 to 14 years....................................... 1,156,525 908,008 101,640 152,127 216,377 200,904 136,960 348,517 134,454 214,063 
15 to 19 yeara....................................... 919,781 641,167 70,524 114,203 160,181 164,753 131,506 278,614 111,027 !67,5B7 
20 to 24 year•....................................... 558,056 385,823 55,500 70,836 89,1141 95,270 74,376 172,235 71,259 100,976 
25 to 29 years....................................... 652,528 462,466 56,737 97,668 120,716 117,170 70,175 190,062 79,099 110,963 
30 to 34 years....................................... 684,435 '72,664 76,944 103,330 119.980 109,262 63,148 211,771 88,832 122,939 
35 to 39 ·years,...................................... 741,291 526,373 80,757 124,291 127 ,271 121, 914 72, 140 214,918 90,301 124,611 
40to44years....................................... 653,063 451,158 62,070 93,739 113,439 111,762 70,148 201,905 88,172 113,733 
45 to 49 year•....................................... ~01,926 419,675 55,824 91,632 99,008 99,735 73,476 182,251 71,279 110,972 
50 to 54 years....................................... 565",096 393,875 46,187 84,004 94,955 89,737 78,992 171,221 66,217 105,004 
55 to 59 yeus....................................... 484,777 H2,972 36,837 58,021 85,699 84,019 78,396 141,805 50,818 90,987 
60 to 64 year•....................................... 384,589 281,178 25,466 '2,025 70,511 72,828 10,348 103,411 4o,510 57,901 
65 to 69 years....................................... 299,085 203,491 15,932 28, 727 36,347 60,715 61, 770 95,594 22,315 73,279 
70 to 74 years .... , ......................... ,........ 183,117 110,413 12,088 17,662 23,716 23,856 33,091 72,704 22,709 49,995 
75 years and over.................................... 226,416 146,247 13,657 25,606 32,165 37,409 37,410 80,169 25,836 54,333 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

L&id:t~~~!.~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~-..,1~~~~~!~t~~=~~:,_:o~a~~~~1=:~:=:~~-1=~~:~::~~~1=00~.~0~~~~~~~:~:~~~10~0~.~o~~ ... 1~0=0~.0~ 1~~~~1=~~;~:~~~1=~~~~: 
5 to 9 years......................................... IM 10. 1 10.3 11. o t~:~ lO. 9 

1~: ~ tU n. 3 11. 8 
10 to 14 years....................................... 11.0 11.0 10.5 10.7 12.0 11.2 9.9 !l.2 11,0 11.4 
15 to 19 years .................... ;.................. 9.3 9.4 8.5 8.9 9.5 9.8 9.8 9.3 9,5 9,2 
20 to 24 year•....................................... 5.8 5.8 6.9 5.4 5.7 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.9 5.4 
25 to 29 years....................................... 5.8 6,0 6.7 6.4 6.1 5.8 4.9 5.3 5.8 5,1 
30to34year•....................................... 6.l 6.1 7.4 6,9 6.3 5.6 4.6 6.2 6.6 5.9 
35 to 39 years....................................... 6.8 6.8 8.3 8.l 6.8 6.4 5.0 6.8 7.5 6,4 
40 to 44 years....................................... 6.4 6.4 7.3 7.1 6.4 6.1 5.5 6.2 6.7 5.8 
45 to 49 years....................................... 5.7 5.6 6.3 6.2 5.4 5.4 5.1 5.8 5.9 5.1 
so to 54 years....................................... 5.4 5.5 5.4 5.9 S.5 s.2 5.6 5.2 5.2 5.1 
55 to 59 year•....................................... 4.9 4.9 4.4 4.4 4.9 5.2 5.7 4.7 4.4 4.9 
60 to 64 years....................................... 3.9 4.1 2.9 3.3 4.1 4.1 5.6 3.5 3.5 3.4 
65 to 69 years....................................... 3.2 3.2 2.0 2.0 2.8 3.6 5.5 3.1 2.3 3.6 
70 to 74 years....................................... 2,0 1.8 1.3 1.4 l.6 1.7 3.0 2.5 2.1 2,8 
75 years and over.,.................................. 2.2 1.9 1.5 1.5 1.7 2.0 3.0 2.7 2.3 3,0 

M~e~ ~I qH ................. : ................. ~~~1~00~·~04t~~l~O~O~.o~ 1~~~10~0~.0~~~1~00~.0~~~100~.~o~~-1Eo~o~.0~~~1~0~0~.0~~~1~0~0.~0~1~~~~1~00~.~0~~~1~00~.~o Under 5 years........................................ 10.4 10.4 9.7 10,3 9.9 10.9 11.1 10.3 9.9 10,5 
5to9years .......................................... 10,7 10,4 9.7 10.5 10.6 10.7 9.7 11.6 11.2 11.9 
10 to 14 yea•• ...... ;................................ 11.0 10,8 9.9 10.8 11.9 11.1 9.5 11.4 11.0 11,6 
15 to 19 years ............................. .,........ 9.8 9.8 9.2 9,7 9.9 10.4 9. 7 9.7 9.9 9,6 
20 to 24 years....................................... 6.l 6.3 1.6 5.9 6.3 6.2 6.0 5.7 6.1 S.S 
25 to 29 years .................... ,.................. 5,3 5.6 7.1 6.l 5.5 5.2 4.6 4.7 S.2 4A 
30t•34years .............................. ."........ 5.8 5.8 6.6 6.7 6.0 5.2 4.5 5.7 6.0 5.5 
35to39years....................................... 6.6 6.5 7.8 7.7 6.4 6.0 4.7 6.8 7.7 6.3 
40 to 44 yeara....................................... 6.4 6.6 7.8 7.5 6.5 5.9 5.8 6.0 6.2 5.8 
45 to '9 year•....................................... 5.5 5.4 6.4 6.0 5.3 5.2 4.7 5.8 6.1 5.6 
50 to 54 years....................................... 5.4 5.6 5.7 5.9 5.6 5.5 5.3 5.0 5.1 4.9 
SS to 59 years....................................... 5.1 5.1 4.7 4.6 5,0 5.6 5.5 4.9 4,8 S.O 
60 to 64 years....................................... 4.1 4. 2 3.0 3, 6 4.2 4.2 5.9 3. 7 3.3 3.9 
65 to 69 years....................................... 3.4 3.6 2.2 1.9 3.4 3,8 6.3 3.l 2.8 3.3 
70 to 74 year• ................................... .,.. 2.2 2.0 1.2 1.5 1.9 2.1 3.5 2.7 2.3 3,0 
75 years and over.................................... 2.2 1.9 l.4 1,3 J.6 2.0 3.2 2.9 2.4 3.2 

F•~"• ~I~·~································ ~~ ... 1~0~0.~o~t~~~w~o~.0~~~~10~0~.~0~~~1~0~0~.0~~~1~00~.~0~~~100~.;0~~~10~0~.~o~~-'1~00~.0~ 1~~~~1~00~.~0~~~1~00~.~o Un<ler ~S.years................... ............ ......... 10.9 11.2 11.0 11.3 10.7 11.5 ll.3 J0.4 10.2 10.5 
5 to 9 years,........................................ 11.2 11.0 10.9 ll.5 11.4 11.2 9. 9 11.6 11.4 11.7 
10 to 14 years,...................................... U.l ll,l !l.2 10.6 12.1 11.2 10.3 11.0 10.9 11,l 
15 to 19 year•....................................... 8.8 8.9 7.8 8.0 9.0 9.2 9.8 8.8 9.0 8.7 
20 to 24 year•....................................... 5.4 5.3 6.1 5.0 5.0 5.3 5.6· 5.5 5.8 5.2 
25 to 29 year•....................................... 6.3 6.4 6.2 6.8 6.8 6.5 5.3 6.0 6.4 5,8 
30 to 34 yearo.......... .... .. .. .. . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. . •• 6.6 6.5 8.5 7.2 6. 7 6.1 4. 7 f. 7 7.2 6.4 
35 to 39 years ...... ~................................ 7.1 7.3 8.9 8.7 J.l 6.8 5.4 6.8 7.3 6.5 
40 to 44 years....................................... 6.3 6.2 6.8 6;6 6.4 6.2 5.2 6.4 7.l s.9 
45 to 49 yeara.,. •• ,. .......................... ·.. ... 5.8 5.8 6.1 6,, 5.6 5.5 5.5 5.8 5.8 5,8 
50 to 54 years ............. ,......................... 5.4 5.4 5.l 5,9 5.3 5.0 5.9 5,4 5.4 5.5 
55t"o59years....................................... 4.6 4.7 4.0 4.l 4.8 4.7 5.9 4.5 ,,1 ,,7 
60 to 64 year•....................................... 3.7 3.9 2.8 2.9 4.0 4.0 5.3 3.3 3.7 3,.1) 
65 to 69 yean.................. .... .......... ....... 2.9 2.8 1.8 2,0 2.0 3.4 '·6 3.0 1.8 3.8 
70 to 74 years....................................... 1.7 1.5 l.3 l.2 1.3 1.3 2.5 2.3 LB 2.6 
75 yoars and over.................................... 2.2 2.0.. l.5 1.8 1.8 2,l 2.8 2.5 2.1 2.i 



POPUIATION 51 

replacements needed will also de~hne, As approximately 168 males 
in the farm-operator household population will reach age 20 dur
ing the next decade for every 100 expected deaths or retirements 
among males 20 to 64 years of age, absorption of almost all of these 
males into the farm labor force is not expected. (The figure 168 is 
specifically the ratio, multuplied by 100, of expected survivors 
tO 1960 of males 10 to 19 years of age in 1950; to the sum of (J) 
expected deaths during 19 50- 60 to ma] es 20 to 5 4 years of age and 
of (:?) males 55 to 64 years of age in 1950, assuming the 1950 
level of mortality.') This figure is lower than the similar re
placement rate for rural-farm males for 1940- 50, the value of 
which was 179 (Conrad Taeuber, Repliicement R<1tes for!lural-Farm 
Hales .1ged 25-69 Years, /Jy rounties, 1940-50, Bureau of Agricul
tural Economics, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 1944), 

The relatively large number of young people and of aged 
persons in the rural-farm population and in the farm-operator 
household population represent an added burden of dependency on 
the economically active members of these groups. Crude measures 
of this dependency load, the ratio of persons under 15 years and 
iO. years and over to pers'ons 20 to 64 years of age, .for 1950, are 
as follows: 

Residence 
United States .. ,,, .. , ...... ,,., ....... , ........ ,. ..... 

Urbll'! ................................................... . 
l\Jral nonfarm.,.,,,,.,., .•.•. ,.,,, ........•.•••••••.•..•• 
Rural farm .............................................. . 
Farm-operator household population.,,,,,,,,,.,., •• ,,,, .•• 

Ratio 
54.7 

46.6 
64.4 
75.1 
72.5 

Persons 15 to 19 years of age and 65 to 69 years of age are de
liberately omitted from both the numerator and denominator of this 
ratio because significant numbers of these groups are in the la
bor force and because of urban- rural differentials in employment 
opportunities for persons in these age groups. Not only do the 
rural-farm and farm- operator househo1 d populations have greater 
dependency loads, but the income availab1 e for support of these 
dependents is less than that available to the urban and rura1-
nonfarm populations. (Figures on family income for the various 
residence groups do not indicate fully differences in family in
come per capita because of differences in family size and because 
they do not take into account the value of home-produced farm prod
ucts consumed by rural families.) The median income in 1949 of 
families and unrelated individuals in these population groups was 
as follows: 

Residence 
United States .... , .. , .. , , . , , , , , , , . , ........... , 

Urban ............................................ , 
Rural nonfarm ... , , , , , .. , , , .. , , , , ... , ............. . 
Rural farm ....................................... . 
Farm-operator household population .. ,,, •.• , .•••... 

Hedian income 
(dollars) 

2,619 

2,970 
2, 186 
1,567 
1,867 

(See chapter 3 for analysis of income variations and for discus
sion of the limitations of these data. The number. of unrelated 
individuals in the farm-operator household population was rela
tively small.) 

Variations in the age-sex composition of the popu1 ation in 
farm-operator households by, economic class of farm are shown in 
diagram 2. The most obvious contrast is the more pyramidal dis
tribution of the population associated with classes I and II farms 
and class III farms and the gradual shift to the mare rectangular. 
distributions of groups under 20 years and 20 years of age and 
over in classes V, VI, and residential, In fact, the distribution 
of the population associated with classes I and II farms resembl.es 
that of the urban population except for the relatively greater 
numbers of persons 5 to .J9 years of age on the high-income farms. 

The increase in the proportion of aged persons from classes 
I and II to class VI is striking. \\hile only 4.7 percent of the 
population associated with classes I and II was 65 years old or 
older, 11.5 percent of the population associated with class VI 
farms was in this age group. The corresponding percentages for 
the population on part-time and residential farms were ,6. 7 and 
9.4, respectively. Detailed percentage distributions for eacl1 
economic class are given in table 2. 

The proportion of persons under 15 years of age tended to 
increase from classes I and II to V, rising from 31.1 percent to 
33.3 percent. In the population associated with class VI farms, 
however, only 30.9 'percent were under 15 years of age. Thus, 
despite the increase in the proportion of aged persons from 
classes I and II to class VI, the median age decreased from 27.6 
years for classes I and II to 26.0 for class V (table 3). For 

·.the population on class VI farms, however, the median age was 
28 :6 years, 

TABLE 3. -MED UN AGE OF THE POPUUTION IN FAR•-OPERATOB HOUSEHOLDS, BY SEX AND HY 
ECONOMIC CLASS OF FAii, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND REOIONS: 1950 

[!lat.a are h1:1.sed upon a sample. For a description of the sample and a statement of 
reliability of the data, see. page 3. For limitations of the data, see text, page 63] 

Economic class United States North and West South 

of farm 
Total Male female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

All farms .. 27. 0 26. 9 27. l 29.9 30.2 29. 7 24.l 23, 7 24. 5 -
Commercial 

farms •...• , .. 27. 0 27, l 27. 0 30.0 30,2 29,8 23.3 23. 2 23.4 
Classes I and II. 21.6 21. 8 27.4 27 .6 27 .6 27. 5 27,9 28.6 26.1 
Class III ........ 27. 5 27.4 27. 7 27 .9 28.1 21. 7 25.0 23,8 27. l 
Class IV ....... ,, 26. 3 26. 3 26. 3 30.1 30.4 29. 7 21, l 20, 7 21.6 
Class V ...... , .. ,, 26, 0 25. 7 26. 3 33.2 33.4 33.0 22.0 21.8 22. 2 
Class VI .. ~··~··• 28.6 29. 3 28.0 46. 2 47. 5 44.S 25,0 25. 4 24.7 

Other farms ••• 26, 9 26. 4 27. 3 29.6 30. 2 29.2 25.5 24.6 26. 3 
Part· time and 
abnormal.,~ ..... 27 ,0 26. ij 27 .2 29. 7 30, 2 29.2 25.S 25. l 25. 8 

Residential..,, .. 26. a 26.0 27.4 29.6 30. l 29. 2 25.4 24.3 26.6 

The age structure a'f the p.opulation associated with each 
economic class of farm reflects to some extent the age distribu
tion of farm operators. As slfown in table 4, the age distri
butions of operators change from a peaked, clustered form for 
classes I and II to a more flattened, dispersed form for class VI. 
Classes V and VI contained both greater proportions of young op
erators and greater proportions of old operators. The age dis
tributions of the operators of both class VI and operators of 
residential farms are. more markedly skewed toward the older ages. 
The statement that the age structure of the population in each 
economic class reflects the age distribution of the operators may 
seem slight)y strange at first glance. The median age of all per
sons in class V farm-operator households was 1.6 years lower than 
the median age of all persons in classes I and II farm-operator 
households; the median age of other·members of class V households 
was only 1 year less than that of classes I and II; but the median 
age of class V operators was 1.9 years higher than the median age 
of cl asses I and II operators. Thus, there is a smaller decrease 
(or an actual increase) between classes I and II and class V for 
the two components than for the whole. Four factors contribute 
to thil. apparent anomaly: (1) A median simply divides a distri
bution into two groups of equal she without regard to the dis
tribution of items within these two groups; (2) a larger propor
tion of class V operators than of classes I and II operators were 
under 25 years of age; (3) a larger proportion of non-operator 
members of class V households than of classes I ""d II households 
were in the younger age groups; and (4) non- opera tors are greater 
in number than operators in both groups. 

Roth the 'age of the operator and the age of the other members 
of the household affect the productivity of the farm and conse· 
quently its economic class. Older operators, particularly those 
65 years of age and ever, lack the physical strength of healthy 
young adults; they may be semiretired; and some or all of their 
children may have left the household. Titus, those operators 25 
to 54 are likely to be more productive, to have more productive 
farms, anda greater value of farm products sold. In fact, roughly 
11 percent of the operators 25 to 54 years of age had classes I 
and II farms as contrasted with 6 percent of the operators under 
25 or 55 years of age and over. 

insofar as gross value of products sold is an indicator of 
the income available to the household, those farm-operator l1ouse
holds least able to support a large number of dependents have the 
largest ratios of persons in the dependent ages to persons in the 
working ages. As shown in table 5, the number of persons in the 



Diagram 2-:-POPULATION IN FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS 
BY AGE AND SEX, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, 

FOR THE UNITED· STATES: 1950 
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Diagram 2-:POPULATION IN FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS 
BY AGE AND SEX, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, 

FOR THE UNlTED STATES: 1950 

AGE 
70T074 

65T069 

60T064 

55 T059 

50T054 

45T049 

40T044 

35 T039 

30T034 

25 T02.9 

20T02.4 

15TOl9 

CLASS 7 
MALE FEMA~E 

·, ) . ~ : 

: : ~ . . ' 

. :, 

~ ' . 
. '. . ' ~ . ·. ·; : ~· 

: : . : . IOTOl4 

5 TO 9 
UNDER 5 ~,.,,,~..--.....---'-_,...;...-f.:."'-__,··.--· -·_,.;..·...;...: '"T"··;=;_;;.,_;[;;"'"'.: :'--.. :_.· __, 

AGE 
70T074 

65 T069 

60T064 

55T059 

50T054 

45T049 

40T044 

35T039 

30T034 

25 T02.9 

20T024 

15TOl9 

IOTOl4 

5 T09 

UNDER 5 

6 5 4 3 2 I 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 

PERCENT 

PART-TIME ANO ABNORMAL 
MALE FEMALE 

' ,' ~ 

.I' : ' 

65432101 23456 

PERCENT · 

CLASS ::sz:r. 
MALE FEMALE 

. :, ~ 

·, < 

65 4 32 I 0 I 23 4 56 

PERCENT 

RESIDENTIAL 
MALE FEMALE 

.: . 
; .. , : ,, 

; ... · .. :-·· 

. /.: .. . . 

, .. : 

.• : .. :: ... 
. . 

. . . ~ . . . . ~ : : ,. ~' . 

65 4 3 2 I 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 

PERCENT 

( S3) 



54 FARMS AND FARM PEOPLE 
Table 4.-FARM OPERATORS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY AGE AND BY ECONOMIC CLASS 

OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 
[rhtn nre based upon a sample. For a description of the snmpl~ aJld a statement of reliability of the datn, see page 3. For limitations of the data, see text, page 63] 

Age 

POPULATION 

Operators and Members of Jlouseholdl 

Total, a 11 ages., .............. , .......... , •• , • , , , • , ••• 

Under 25 years.,., .••• , ••••• ,,, ••••• ,,, •• , .• ,,,, .. ,, ••. , 
25 to 34 years,,.~, ........ ,,,,., •• , •.. , •... ,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
35 to 44 years, •• , ••••••••••• , •••• ,.,,,.,,,,.,,.,,,.,,., 
45 to 54 years •••• ·~··· ••••••••••••• ,.,,.,.,,,,,,,,.,,,, 
55 to 64 years.,,.•••••••••••••••••••,,,,, ••. ,,,,,,,,,,, 
65 years and over.,, , •••• , •• , , • , , , , • , , , , , , .. , •. , , , , , , , , , 

Median age2~,.,.,,, •• ,,. ... ,,, •• ,,, .. ,.,,,.,,, .• ,,,,,,,,,,, 

Operators 1 

Total, al! ages ....................................... 

Under 25 years.,, ••• ,,,, •• ,,.,.,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, 
25 to 34 years •••• , ••• , •••••• , •• , , •. , , , • , , , , , , •• , , , , , , , , 
35 to 44 years •••• , ••••• ,, ... ,., ••• , •. ,,,, •• ,,,,,,,.,,,,. 
45 to 54 years,,,,, ••••••••••••••• ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
55 to 64' years ••• , •• , ••• , , , , •••• ~, , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , , 
fiS years and over., , , ••• , , • , :. ••• , , , , . , .• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 

lt\edian age ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••• I ••••• I I I. I •• '. 

Other Members 

Total, all ages ••••••••••••••.•••• ,, ••••••••••• ,,,,,, 

Under 14 years,.,,,,,,,.,,,.,.,.,.,,,,, •• ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, 
14 to 24 years ••••.• , •••• , •• ,,,.,.·,,, , , , • , , ·,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
25 to 34 years.•••,,, .•• ,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
3~ to 44 years •••• ,.,,,.,, ........ , •• ,,, .•.. ,,,,,,,,,,,,. 
45 to 54 years.····· •••••••••••• I •••• ' •••••• I I I I ••••• ,., I 

55 to 64 fears •• , .. ,, .... , •• , •••. , ••..• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
65 years and over •••••••••••.• , :. , •• , , , , , ••. , , , , , , , , , , , . , 

~dian age ••••••••••••••••••••••.•.. ,,,,.,, ••..•. ,,,.,,, 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

Operators and Members of Househo-ld 1 

Total, a!! ages, ••• ,, •••• ,,,.,,,,,, .•. ,,,,,,, r,,,,,,, 

Under 25 yen rs., •• , •• , • , •• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
25 to 34 years ••• , , , , , , •••• , , , , , .. , . , , , • , , , .. , , , , , , . , . , , 
35 to 44 years ••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
45 to 54 years ••• , , ••• , • ~ . , , , . , , , , • , , , , .• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
55 to 64 years,.• , , • •, • , • , , , . , , , , , , , , , , , , , .• , , , • , , , , , , , • 
65 years and over,,,, •• , ••••. , , , •• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , .. , , , 

Operators l 

Total, al! ages ............... I I ••• I I •• I ••• I •• I. I. I. I. 

Under 25 years, •• ,,, .• ,.,,. , , , , , , , . , , , ... , . , •. , • , , . , , , . , 
25 to 34 years ••••.• •••••,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,, 
35 to 44 years., •• , •• , •• , .... ,.,,,,,, •. , ...• ,,,,,,,,,,,., 
45 to 54 years, ••• , •••• , ••. ,, .... ,,,,,,,,, •• ,,.,,,,,,,., 
55 to 64 years .•• , ••••••••.• ,,,,,,·,,, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
65 years and over ....... ,,,,,.,.,·,,.,,,.,,., , , , , , , , , , , , , , 

Other Memhera 

Total, all ages •• ,.,.,,, •••••••• •·••.•••••••••••••••• 

Under 14 years,. , •• , , , , , , , • , • , , ·, • , , .• , , , , , •• , , , , , .• , , , , , 
14 to 24 years ••.. ,,,,,., , , •• , , .••• •., .• ,,.,,, o. , , , , , , , , 
25 to 34 years.,,, .•• ,,,.,,.,,,,,,, .• ,,,.,,, , , , , ••• , , , , , 
35 to 44 years, , .•• ·, • , •• , ·,. , ••.• , , '• , , .• , • , , ••..• , •• , , , .. 
45 to 54 years .• , .. ,, ..... ,, •. ·,,.,, •••• ,.~ •••• ,,,.,,·,.,,,, 
55 to 64 years .• , •• , •• , . , • , , , , , , • , • , •• , , , ••••• , , , • , • , .. , 
65 years and over.,,,.·,.,,,.,,,,.,.,,,,.,.,,,,,,,;,,,,.,' 

Total. 
all farms 

21,875,464' 

10,435,fi90 
2,609,909 
2,883,552 
2,422,234 
1, 915,656 
1,608,423 

27.0 

5,341,190 

lB0,262 
869 ,487 

1,310,576 
1,169,101 
1,005,280 

786,484 

47.6 

16,534.274 

6,661, 833 
3,593,595 
1,740,422 
1,572,976 
1,233,133 

910,376 
821, 939 

18.5 

100.0 

47. 7 
11.9 
13,2 
11.1 
8.0 
7 ,3 

100.0 

3.4 
16.3 
<4.5 
22.3 
16.0 
14. 7 

100.0 

40.3 
21.7 
10.5 
9.5 
7 .5 
5.5 
5.0 

Total 

15,406,849 

7,331,881 
l, 862, H2 
2, 042, 643 
I, 713, 779 
1,366,161 
1,070,073 

27.0 

3, 769, 059 

136, fi07 
640, 546 
936, 059 
841, 064 
704, 777 
510, 006 

47 ,I 

11,637, 790 

4,659, 337 
2,535,937 
1,221, 746 
I, lOfi, 584 

072, 715 
fi81, 404 
560, 067 

18.6 

100.0 

47.6 
12.1 
13.3 
11.1 

9.0 
6.9 

100.0 

3.fi 
17.0 
24.9 
22.3 
18.7 
13.5' 

100.0 

40.0 
21.8 
10.5 
9.5 
7 .5 
5.9 
4.8 

lJncludes only farm operator.s !or which. population date. .are available, 
2Computed from detailed age distribution. 

Classes 
I and II 

2' 000,292 

929, n.; 
282,491 
312, 939 
234'197 
146, 761 

94 ,169 

27 .6 

481,386 

12,212 
101,612 
145,507 
119,845 
71,179 
31,031 

43. 7 

1,518,906 

586,151 
331,372 
180,879 
161,432 
114,352 

75, 582 
63, 138 

19.2 

100. 0 

46,5 
14. l 
15.7 
11.7 
7 .3 
4,7 

JOO. 0 

2,5 
21.1 
30.2 
24.9 
14,6 
6. 5 

·100, 0 

38.6 
21.8 
11.9 
11.0 
7.5 
5.0 
4,2 

Commercia) fa.rms 

C!aas Ill Class IV 

3,085,110 3, 792' 538 

1,442, 920 I, 836, 089 
413, 320 471,142 
469, 875 500, 457 
372,fi75 412 '723 
236, 188 341, 656 
150, 132 230,471 

27 .5 26.3 

748,932 903, 411 

16, 757 26,624 
l4fi. 095 159, 229 
215,222 234,846 
189,369 198, 725 
125,973 169, 741 

55,516 114,246 

44. a 46.6 

2,33fi, 178 2, 889, 127 

937' 983 l,171,669 
488, 180 637 '796 
267, 225 311, 913 
254,653 265, 611 
183,306 213, 990 
110,215 171, 915 

94,6lfi 116, 225 

18. 7 18.3 

100.0 100.0 

46.8 48.4 
13.4 12,4 
15.2 q.2 
12.1 10. 9 

7 .6 9.0 
4.9 6.1 

100.0 100.0 

2.2 3.0 
19.5 17 .fi 
28.8 26.0 
25. 3 22.0 
16.B 18,8 
7 .4 12.6 

100.0 100.0 

40.2 40.6 
20.9 22.1 
11.4 10.8 
10.9 9.2 
7 .R 7 .4 
4. 7 5.9 
4.1 4.0 

Ches V Class VJ Total 

3,775,809 2,753,100 6,468, 615 

I, 643, 798 1,279,339 3, 103, 809 
433, 065 262,274 747,617 
469, 437 289,935 840, 909 
400, 117 294, 067 708,455 
351, 227 310, 349 529. 475 
278, lfi5 317,13fi 538, 350 

26.0 28.6 26.9 

912,664 722, 666 1,572,131 

47' 127 33, 887 43, 655 
144, 785 88,825 228, 941 
214, 650 125,834 374, 517 
200, 308 132,817 348, 037 
174, 225 163, 659 300, 503 
131, 569 177,644 276,478 

47.fi s.~.6 49, 0 

2, 863, 145 2,030,434 4,896,484 

1,171, 589 791, 945 2,002,4% 
625, 082 453, 507 1, 057' 658 
268,280 173' 449 518,676 
254, 787 164,101 46fi, 392 
199, 809 161, 250 360, 418 
177' 002 146, 690 228, 972 
146, 596 139, 492 261, 872 

lB.2 18.9 18.2 

100.0 100.0 100.0 

46.8 46.s 48.0 
11.5 9,5 11.6 
12.4 10.5 13.0 
10,6 10.7 10.9 
9.3 11.3 8.2 
7.4 11.5 0.3 

100. 0 100.0 100.0 

5.2 4. 7 2.8 
15.9 12.3 14.6 
23.5 17 .4 23,8 
21. 9 16.4 22,l 
19.1 22.6 19.1 
14.4 24.6 17 .6 

100.0 100.0 100.0 

40.9 39.0 40.9 
21.8 22,3 21.6 
10.1 8.6 10.6 
8.9 6.1 9.5 
7 .o 7 .9 7 .4 
6.2 7 .2 4.7 
5,1 6,9 5.3 

Other farms 

Part-time 
and 

abnormal 

2,552,990 

1, 217, Oll 
315,666 
362,241 
284,568 
202,817 
170,687 

27 .o 

618, 915 

22,2n 
100,380 
165, 673 
147,819 
105,861 

76, 951 

46.4 

I, 934, 075 

772,345 
422,435 
215,286 
196,566 
13fi,749 
96,956 
93, 73fi 

18,6 

100.0 

47 .7 
12.4 
14.2 
II. I 
7 .9 
6.7 

100.0 

3,6 
16.2 
26.8 
23,9 
17. I 
12.4 

100.0 

39.9 
21.8 
11. l 
10.2 
7.1 
5.0 
4. 9 

Resi
dential 

3,915,625 

1,886, 198 
431,951 
478,668 
423,861 
.126,656 
361,663 

26.8 

953,216 

21,42{ 
128,561 
208,841 
200,218 
l'M,M2 
199, 527 

50.9 

2,902,409 

1,230, 151 
OlS,223 
303,39() 
269,824 
223, 669 
132,01~ 
168,136 

18.0 

100.0 

48.2 
11.0 
12.2 
10,8 
8.4 
9.4 

100.0 

2.l 
13. 5 
21.9 
21.0 
20,1 
20.9 

JO{l.0 

41.5 
21.4 
111.2 
9.1 
7.6 
4.S 
5. 7 

dependent ages per 100 persons in the working ages, increases from 
classes I and II to class VI. Al though the increase in the number 
of persons under 15 years of age per 100 persons 20 to 64 years of. 
age is sizable, th~ increase in the number 70 years and over per 
100: persons 20 to 64 years of age is even more marked. The latter 
ratio rises from 4.9 for classes I and JI to 12. G for class VJ. 

Because of higher £e rtili ty, higher mortality, and greater 
net losses through migration after childhood, the farm-operator 
household population in the South is younger than that in the 
North and West. From the data tabulated for this report, the me
dian age was estimated to be 24. l years in the South and 29, 9 
years in the North and \lest in April 1950. For each of the eco
nomic classes except I and II, the median ages were also lower in 

the South. These differences between the median ages in the South 
and in the North and West increase from 2.9 years for class III 
to 21. 2 years for ciass YI. Southern fann operators were also 
somewhat younger than tl1ose in the North and West, although the 
regional differences are by no means as marked for these groups 
as for all household members. The regional differences in median 
age of farm operators were greatest for classes Y and VI (see 
table 3 of chapter 5). 

Higher fertility, higher mortality, and greater net losses 
through migration in the South also account .·for the higher de• 
pendency ratios found in this region. The greater number of per
sons in the dependent ages (under 15 and 70 years and over) per 
100: per sons in the working ages ( 20 to G4 years) in the Sou th 



POPULATION 55 
Table 5.-DEPENDENCY RATIOS FOR FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED 

STATES AND REGIONS: 1950 
LDsta are Lased upon a .sampli:.. For a description of the sample and a statement of re-liahility of the data, see page 3', for limitations of the data, see text, page 03] 

Persons under 15 years and persons 70 years Persons under 15 years per 100 persons. Persons 70 years and over per 100 persons. 

Economic clnss of farm 
and over per 100 persons 20 to 64 years 20 to 64 years 20 ta 64 years 

.. 

United North 11nd South United North and South United North and South States West States West States We.st 

All farms· •....••.•..... , ••.•... , 72. 5 65.2 80.0 64. 3 56, 9 71. 8 8.3 8,3 a.2 

C°""erc I al far••· ................... 70.4 63. 6 78. 9 63.1 55.4 72. 8 7. 3 8.2 6.2 
Classes I and II ...................... , 60.6 61. 7 55. 6 55. 7 56.4 52.4 4.9 5.3 3.2 
CJ ... III. ............................. 65. 6 64. 7 69.2 60. 3 59, I 64. 6 5,4 5.6 4.7 
Class IV ................ , ............. , 71.4 63.9 82. 9 64. 9 56, 5 11.a 6.4 7.4 5.0 
Closs v ............. ,,.,,, .... , ....... , 74. 7 63. 0 82.2 67 .1 51.4 77.2 7.6 1!.6 5.0 
~liEISS- VI •••• •••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• 77 .2 65.5 80.2 64. 6 40.8 70.? 12. 6 24.B 9.3 

Other farms ......................... 77. 8 70. B Bl. 6 67 .1 62. l 70, l 10.6 a. 1 11.1 
Part•till'le and t11bnormal, •••• , •• , •• ,. , ••• 70. 9 67.0 73.9 62. 5 59. l 65. l 8.4 7,9 a.a 
Residential ••.• , •• ,.,.,,,,.,., ••••• ,, •• 82.6 H.3 66. 6 70.4 64,9 73. l 12. 2 9.5 13.5 

Table 6.-POPULATION IN FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY AGE AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND 
REGIONS: 1950 

[Data are based upon a sample: For a description of the sample and a statement of reliability of the data, see page 3. For limitations ol the data. see text. page 631 

United States North 
Age 

Total Male Female Total Male 

POPULATION 

Total, a 11 ages, ... ., .... 21, 875,464 11,462,311 10,413,153 8, 724, 032 4,665, 187 

Under 5 years:,., ••• ,,, •••• ,. . 2, 324, 569 l,186,597 1, 137. 972 864, 010 444,057 
S t.o 9 years,., •• ,,,,,,,,,,, 2,392,744 1,228,250 1, 164, 494 906, 393 468, 186 
10 to 14 year-.s ••• , •• , ••• , ••• 2,412,128 1,255, 603 1, 156,525 860, 965 453 ,744 
15- to 19 years., •.• ,.,,, ••• , 2,043,979 l, 124, 198 919. 781 710' 620 399, 128 
:20 to 24 year.s., , , , , • , , , • , , • 1,262,270 704,212 558, 058 482, 868 287' 273 
25 to 29 year-s, •• ,.,,,,, ••• , 1,265,435 612, 907 652, 528 530, 157 263' 895 
30 to 34 yea r-s. , • , , , • , , , , , , , l, 344, 474 660, 039 684, 435 568,204 283' 433 
35 to 39 years,,, •• ,., .. ,,,, 1,494,049 752, 758 741,291 639, 120 :i30, 460 
40 to 44 years.,.,, •• ,.,,, •• 1,389,503 736, 440 653' 063 568,996 311,525 
45 to 49 years., •. , .•.• ,, •• , 1,237,196 635' 270 601, 926 520,671 272, 497 
SO to 54 years •• , ........... 1,185,038 619, 942 565, 096 499,250 269, 037 
SS to 59 years,.,,, •. , ••.• ,, 1,065, 654 580, 877 484, 777 476, 702 262, 137 
EO ta 64 years,, •••. , •.•••• , 850, 002 465,413 384,569 383, 850 204·, 082 
65 to 69 year-s,,,,,,,,, ••••• 693' 143 394,058 299 ,085 309, 097 176,239 
70 to 74 years •• ,.,,, •• , •• ,, 440,774 257, 657 183, 117 165, 711 116, 509 
15 y-ears and o-ver,,,,., , , , , , 474, 506 24a, 090 226, 416 217 ,418 116,385 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

Total, all ages .......... 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100. 0 

Under 5 years,,,,, ••••••..• , 10.6 10.4 10. 9 9. 9 9.5 
5 to- 9 years •..•. ,.,,,,,,,,, 10.9 10. 7 11. 2 10.4 10.0 
10 to 14 years, .•.••• , ...• ,. 11.0 u.o 11.1 9. 9 9. 7 
15 to 19 years,.,,.,,., .. ,,, 9.3 9.8 0. 0 8.2 8.5 
20 to 24 yea ra,, , , , , , • , , , , , , 5. 8 6.1 5.4 5.5 6.2 
25 to 29 years ...••••••••••• 5. 8 5.3 6. 3 6.1 5. 7 
30 to 34 years, .. , .... ,,,,,. 6.1 5.8 6.6 6.5 6.1 
35 to 39 yea.rs,. , .• , • , . , .• , • 6. 8 6.6 7 .1 7 .3 7 .1 
40 to 44 yea.rs,,,.,,,,,,,,,, 6.4 6.4 6.3 6.5 6. a 
45 to 49 years,,, •• ,, .••• , •• 5. 7 5,5 5.8 6,0 5.8 
50 to 54 years •••• ,,.,,.,,,, 5.4 5.4 5.4 5. 7 5. 8 
55 t-o 59 years,.,,,,.,,,,,,, 4, 9 5.1 4. 6 5.5 5.6 
60 t-o 6' years •• , • , ••••. , • , • 3.9 4.1 3. 7 4.4 4.4 
65 to 69 years .• ,.,,,,,.,,,, 3.2 3.4 2.9 3, 5 3. 8 
i'O to 74 years,,.,.,,,,., •• , 2.0 2.2 1. 7 2.1 2. 5 
75 years and over,,.,,,.,,,, 2. 2 2. 2 2.2 2.5 2.5 

reJati'l'e to the lllorth and West is due entirely to the relatively 
greater proportions of persons under 15 years per 100 persons in 
the working ages. In e'l'ery economic class except part· time and 
residential, the number of persons 70 and over per 100 persons in 
the working ages was lower in the South than in the North and 
llest. With respect to dependency ratios as well as median age, 
differences between the South and the North and West were 
least for classes I and II. As these classes are the more cosmo· 
politan part of the farm-operator household population, the simi· 
larity of the South to the North and West is not unexpected. 
(Cata for classes I and II for the South in this report must be 
used with caution as they are based on a relatively small number 
of farms.) 

Sex.-Diagram 1 shows that in April 1950 the rural-farm 
population and the population in farm-operator households con
tained somewhat larger proportions of males than females. More 
precise measures of the sex composition of these populations can 

South West 

Fem11le Total Male Female Total Male Female 

4, 058, 845 11,419,190 5,868,382 5,550,808 1, 732,242 928, 742 803. 500 

419, 953 1,290,359 655,411 634, 948 170,200 87' 129 83, 071 
438,207 1,292,308 659, 862 632' 446 194,043 100,202 93' 841 
407,221 1,365,948 704,297 661,651 185,215 91, 562 87' 653 
311,492 1, 196, 942 642' 655 554,287 136, 417 82,415 54, 002 
195, 595 693, 125 369, 280 323, 845 86 ,277 47' 659 38, 618 
266, 262 625,415 295 '527 329, 888 109, 863 53. 485 56, 378 
284, 771 672, 075 322 '743 349, 332 104, 195 53, 863 50, 332 
308,660 737 '914 365, 911 372, 003 117' 015 56, 387 60, 626 
251,471 690, 266 351,054 339,212 130,241 67' 861 62,380 
248, 174 603, 393 301, 950 301,443 113' 132 60, 823 52, 309 
230 ,213 584, 491 298, 693 285' 798 101,297 52,212 49, 085 
213 '965 498, 987 267 '162 231,825 89, 965 so. 978 38, 987 
179, 768 392, 994 213,333 179, 661 73, 158 47, 998 25, 160 
132, 858 324, 402 183,202 141,200 59,644 34,617 25, 027 

69,102 in,122 122,458 101, 264 31,3U 18, 690 12' 651 
101, 033 226, 849 114, 844 112, 005 30, 239 16, 861 13, 378 

100.0 100. 0 100, 0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 

10.3 11.3 11.2 11.4 9.8 9.4 10.3 
10.8 11,3 11.2 11.4 11.2 10.8 11. 7 
10.0 12. 0 12. 0 11. 9 10. 7 10.5 10. 9 
7. 7 10.5 11.0 10.0 7. 9 8.9 6. 7 
4.8 6.1 6.3 s.0 5.0 5.1 4. 8 
6.6 5.5 5. 0 6.0 6. 3 5. 8 7.0 
7. 0 5.9 5. 5 6.3 6. 0 5. 8 6. 3 
7 .6 6.5 6.2 6. 7 6. B 6.1 7.5 
6.2 6. 0 6. 0 6.1 7. 5 7. 3 7. 8 
6.1 5.3 5.1 5.4 6. 5 6.5 6. 5 
5. 7 5.1 5.1 5.2 5. 9 5.6 6.1 
5.3 4. 4 4. 6 4. 2 5. 2 5. 5 4.9 
4.4 3.4 3.6 3. 2 4.2 5.2 3.1 
3.3 2.8 3.1 2. 6 3.4 3. 7 3.1 
1. 7 1. 9 2.1 !. 8 1.8 2.0 1.6 
2.5 2.0 2. 0 2.0 1. B !. 8 1, 7 

be made in terms of the number of males per 100 females. The data 

for April 1950: are as follows: 

Nlllllbe r of 110les 
f>er ioo females 

All 
Reside11ce ares 

14 year-s 
of age 

and aver 
97 .0 United States., ..... , , . , •.... , . .. • . . . . .. • • • 98. 6 

Urben ........................................ . 
Rural nonfann ..•.••..•..•...•.......•.....••• 
Rural fann •.........•.....•....•..••• , ...•.•. 
~erator household population .•.....•••. 

94.6 
103.6 
110.l 

( l) 

92.2 
103.2 
112.2 
112.1 

lNot aYailable. See section of thia chapter en 'llLimitations of 

Data." 

These particular values of the number of males per 100 females
the sex ratio-have been brought about by a number of factors. 
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In the United States the sex ratio of births has had a fairl Y 
constant value of about 106. Births, therefore, tend to cause 
the sex ratio of the totsl population to approach 106. '!he hi2h· 
er the birth rate, the greater the effect of births on the sex 
ratio of the total pop~lation. The sex ratio for the population 
of the United States would, of course, be the same for all age 
groups if it were not affected by differential mortality and in
ternational migration. During the past decade, withdrawal of 
men from continental United States to the armed forces overseas 
has also been an important factor. The rather· large ,differences 
in the sex ratios of the various residence groups within the 
United States in 1950 represent primarily the effects of int~rnal 
migration. 

Variations in the sex ratio by age within the farm-operator 
household population resembled those of rural-farm population, as 
shown below. 

Ar• 
14 years and over ...... , 

14 to 24 years ...... , ..... . 
25 to 34 years, ........... , 
35 to 44 years ...... , .... .. 
45 to 54 years ••• , •••••. , •• 

• 55 to 64 years ........ ; , ,. • 
65 years and over ......... . 

Rural Jam 
112,2 

116. 7 
99.B 

105.3 
110.0 
121.8 
128.5 

Farm-ape ratar
hausehold Pof>ulation 

. 112.1 

122.4 
95,2 

106.8 
107. 6 
120.4 
121.0 

AB there were 116. 7 males for every 100: females in the rural-farm 
population 15 to 24 years of age in 1940-those who would be 25 
to 34 years old in 1950-the low sex ratio of the 25·to·34 year 
old group reflects largely the influences of World War II. 

Although the age distribution of population associated with 
classes I and II farms was similar to the urban population, the 
sex composition was not. In fact, the sex ratio was, with one: 
exception, higher for classes I and II in every age group shom 
in table 7 than for any other economic class.: Males on high-in· 
come farms have less economic motivation toward migration than 
those on low-income farms. Conversely, a farm with. few adult 
males to share the farm work niay be less productive and, there
fore, in a lower economic class than it would otherwise be. The 
decrease in the sex ratio from classes I and II to class VI is 
shown in table 7.: Even more pertinent than the decrease in the 
sex ratio is the decrease in the average number of working· age 

males. Aa shown below, classes I and _II farms averaged somewhat 
more than one working- age male in the household while class VI 
farms averaged less than one. 

Economic class 
All faI'11\'i ............................ . 

Commercial fanns .................... : ..•• 

Classes I and II ........................... . 
Class Ill .................................. . 
Class IV ................................... . 
Class V ................................... ,, 
Class VI. ............. , ................... , . 

Other fal'n\!I .. , •I• .................... , ... . 

Part· time and abnormal ........ , ............ . 
Residential ••• , ..................... •.••••" 

Hales 20 ta. 64 
years ald Per- farm 

f.os 
l.11 

1.28 
1.19 
1.13 
l.06 
0.92 

1.02 

l. 08 
0,98 

Table 7.-NUMBER OF MALES PER 100 FEMALES, FOR THE POPULATION 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER IN FARM-OPERATOR I 
HOUSEHOLDS, BY AGE AND BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 

[Data a.re basM u.pon • ample. For a descriptioD 0£ the a.aniple and a statemel\t 0£ reliability or data lee page 3] 

Coe.erc,ial fams Other farma 
Total, 

Age all Total 
Clasae• 

Pa.rt-time Reai~ 
faJ1H 

I and 11 Clasa Ill Clua IV Chu V Clan VI Total and dential 
al:nomal 

Ill- years and over .•••••. 4•~•·: ............ 112.l us. 3 125. 7 120.2 115.9 112,3 106. 7 I 104.6 107.6 10!,? 

14 to 24 yeara ..... ,,.,,.,,, .• ,, .. , ... ,,,,,., 122.4 126.4 138,6 142.2 129.1 125.2 103. 5 113.2 115.4 111. B 
25 to 34 years . . , , , , ........ , , , , , , , , , , ... , , .. 95.2 99.1 111.3 105.6 95,T 91.3 96. T ! 86.1 88.0 M.7 
35 to 44 ye•r•, .. ,.,, . , , , , , . , , ... , , , , , , • , , . , . 106.8 109.0 119. 1 115.5 lOT. 9 100.9 103.8 ! 101. T. 103.0 100.8 
45 to 54 year• .. ,,,,,,,,.,,.,.,,,, .... ,.,,,,, 107 ,6 110.7 li9.6 112.2 ll2.8 lll.2 92.9 i 100.4 107 .o !16.3 
55 year• and O'Yl!lt, •• •., ••••••• , , , , , , , , ••••••• 123,3 126.5 131. 7 124.6 130.3 125.7 123.3 I 116.3 123,, 112. 7 

I 

.Table 8.-POPULATION IN FARM.OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY COLOR AND BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE SOUTH: 1950 

[Dftta are based upon a .aample. For a deacription of the sample and a stat.ement of :reliability of t.he data 1 see page 3. For limitations of the data, 1Jee text 1 page 63] 

United Sta'tes South 

Economic class of farm 
Total White Ncnwhite Total White Nonwthite 

POPULATION 

All faru . ........ , , .. , , , . , ... , .. , .. ~ ...•..... , ,, . ,,, , ,, , , ,, , ... 21,875, 464 18,887,170 2,988,294 '· 11,419,190 8, 523 '708 2,895,482 

C_.rclal far••·•·••••••••••···~··•••••••••••••••··~·····••••••••• 15,406, 849 13,303, 783 . 2, 103,066 7,228,31T 5,191,821 2,0:!6,491\ 
Clas.sea I and II., .. .,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ... ,,.,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,.,, .. ,, 2,000,292 1, 918,431 21,861 347. 867 331,622 l6,24S 
Chu III .. , .. , ....... ,".,,,.,,.,,,.,,,,, .... ,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,, .. ,, .. 3,085,110 3,006,887 78,223 682, 585 609, 015 13,570 
CJaiss IV •• ,, ... , .............. , .. ,,,,, .. , ....... , ... .,.,,.,.., ..... ,., 3, 792, 538 3,443,607 348,931 1, 610, 073 1,284, 850 J25,22l 
Class v ............................................. ~················· ~. 775,809 3,018,070 757, 739 2,386,632 1,643,688 m,9H 
Class VI.,,, .. ,,,,. ... ,,, ... , ... ,,, ........... ., •• ,, •• , .. , .... ,, .. ,,,, 2, 753, 100 1,856,788 896,312 2, 201, 160 1,322, 646 818, 514 

other hru ............. , ................................ ,,,,,, , .. , 6,468,615 5, 583' 387 085,228 4, 190, 8T3 3,331,887 858, 906 
Part-t.ime and abnormal,.,,, .• ,,..,. ..... · ••. , •.• ,. •.•••.•••••••. ,,,,.,,,,,., 2. 552, 990 2,282,140 270,250 1,490, 229 1,220,354 261,875 
Residential •• ,,, •• , •• ,, ..................................... ,,,,,,,,,,,, 3,915,625 3,300,647 614,978 2, 700,644 2,103,533 591',lll 

PF.RCENT DISTRIBUTION 

411 far••··,., ................. , . , , .. , . , , . , ..•.. , • , , ••.• , ••••.• , • ~ 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

c-rcl•I faru ............................ ,,, .. ,,, ................. 70.4 70,4 70,4 63,3 60.9 70.3 
Classes I and II ............................... , ...................... 9.1 10,5 0.1 3.0 3,9 o.i; 
C1aH III ............................... ,. .. , .. ,, ................. ,,,. 14.1 15. 9 2.6 6,0 7 .I 2.5 
Class IV ........... ,, ................................................. 17 .3 18,2 11. 7 14.1 15.1 11.l! 
Class V.,, •• , ,·,.,,, ,, ~ ••••• ~ •• · ............ , ... , , , .. , , , , .. ••••• •••• ,, , • , 17 .3 16,0 25.4 20,9 19.3 25. 7 
Class VI ••• ,.,,.,,,,,, •••.•.•..•.••.. 1., •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,_.,,, ••••••••••• ~ 12.6 9.8 30.0 19,3 15.5 30.3 

Other to ............................................................ 29.6 29.6 29.6 36. 7 39.1 29.1 
Part ... tirne and &bnormal ..... .• , •• , . , .• , , ·, • , ••• , • , • , , ••.•• , •• , ••• , ••••••• Jl.7 12.l 9.0 13,0 14.4 9, 1 
f\edidentiaJ,,, •• ,,.,,., .. ,.,, ... ,,, .. ,,,,.,, .. ,,.,,.,,,,,, •...••.••••• 11. 9 17.5 20,6 23. T 24. 7 20.6 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
.. 
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Table 9.-POPULA'l'ION IN FARM4>PERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY AGE AND COLOR AND BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF' FARM, FOR 

THE UNITED STA TES: 1950 
[Data are baaed upon a sample. For a description of the 11ample and• statement of reliability of the data, see paHe 3. For limitations of the data, .a~ text, page 63] 

P=>mmercial farms Other farma 
Total, 

Color and age all 
Claaaes Part·time 

!ar1n1 Total I and II Cla .. III Claaa IV Class V Cla .. VI Total and Reaidenthl 
abnormal 

POPULATION 

Whlte, all agn., .. ,,-,, ...... _, ..• , ........ ·"i 18, 887' 170 13,303, 783 1,978, 431 3, 006, 887 3,443,607 3, 018, 070 1, 856, 788 5,583,387 2,282,740 3,300,647 

&der 5 years .... , ..... , .. ,., ...............•. 1,894,921 1,346,«9 205, 707 325,968 341,519 303,629 169, 626 548, 472 221,293 327' 179 
S to 9 year•., .. ,,, .. , .. ,,, .. ,,,,,, .. ,, •. ,., ... 1, 998, 736 1,355, 709 202. 538 330,359 369,404 299, 889 153, 519 643,027 256,974 386, 053 
LO- to 1' year.a.•. , , , , •. , , , , , ... •, ... , , , .. , • , .. 2, 007, 911 1,399,809 206,061 317,091 399,370 308, 788 168,499 608, 102 247,438 360,664 
15 to 19 years,..,., ......... , ..... , .......... 1,696,021 1,195,171 168,280 258,669 306,946 286, 072 175, 204 500, 850 206,055 294,795 

20 to 24 years, ............................... 1, 057, 442 756, 170 134,253 160, 819 191,661 177 ,236 92, 801 300,672 126,029 174,643 
25 to 29 years, .•• ,. , ..• , ..• , .. , • , . , ..••••••.. 1, 086, 836. 791,367 132 ,566 195, 750 206, 194 173, 134 83, 721 295 ,469 132,920 162,549 
30 to 34 years,., . .. , ............... , , , .....• , 1,203, 137 847 ,343 147,943 213,356 226,431 175,412 84,201 355, 794 154, 269 201,525 

35 tJ> 39 years ........................... ., .. , 1,325,450 935, 155 164, 005 247,656 2<11l,123 189,9().t 93,467 390, 295 175,630 214,665. 

-40· to 44 years, ..• , ••... ,.,.,,,,,., • .. , , . ,, , , , 1,240,935 882,974 147 ,201 211,539 222, 965 192, 174 109, 075 357. 961 159, 199 198, 762 

45 to 49 yeara., ................... .. ( ........ 1,103,566 771,429 124,233 186,030 194,224 168, 007 98, 935 332, 137 136, 968 195,169 

SO to 54 yeara, .... : .......................... 1,073,662 771,889 107 ,856. 179, 807 196,416· 168,6« 119, 166 301, 773 121,461 180,312 

55 to 551 year a,, 4., , •• , , • , , , •• , • , • , , , •••• , • , • , 970, 100 693,085 87 ,319 131,526 177, 768 175,966. 120,506 277,015 106, 797 170,216 
6Q to 64. years .... ,, •. , ...... ,,,,,,,,, •• ,,, ... 776, 157 570, 555 57' 869 100,292 147,452 142, 633 122,309 205,602 85,474 120, 128 

6S to 69 yeara., ............. ~ .. , .. , .......... 620,358 452, 853 38,384 59, 819 102,213 126,M9 126,388 167, 505 51,555 115,950 

7() to 74 } .. ra ................................ <llll, 137 255,247 24, 992 41, 892 58,413 59, 888 70,062 145,890 49,041 96, 849 
75 year• a'1d over,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,, ..... ,,.,,., 430 ,801 277,978 29,222 46,314 62,488 70,645 69, 309 152, 823 51,637 101, 186 

Konwhlte, all ages.·,.,,, .............. -..... 2, 968,294 2,103,066 21, 861 78, 223 348 g31 757, 739 896, 312 885, 228 270:, 250 614,978. 

tlnder- 5 years • ....••.••..•.............•....•• 429,648 311,814 (I) (1) 47,319 118,882 138, 854 117 ,834 34, 718 83, 116 

5 'to 9 yoara ••.•..•.••••....•..•..••.....•.... 394, 008 287, 155 (I) (1) 47,341 112, 572 116,214 106, 853 30, 593 16, 260 

10 t.o l.f. yeara •• •. , ...•.....•. , •. , ...•.•... , •• 404,211 281 ,695 (1) (1) 55,742· 112,046. 103,628 116. 522 32,378 84, 144 

15 to 19 yeara., .............................. 347, 958 247, 740 (I) (1) 52,593 83,640 94, 158 100,218 35,536 64,682 
20 to 24 yeara •...•.. ,.,,, ..• ,,,,,.,,, .. , ... ,, 204,828 143,569 (I) (1) 24, 194 41,044 66,836 61, 259 25,997 35 ,262 

25 to 29 year• ................................ 178,599 127, 000 (I) (1) 24,330 46,994 51, 183 51 ,599 15,294 36 ,305 

30 to 34 yeara,.,,,,.,.,, ,. , , .... , .. , • , •. ~.,,, 141,337 96,582 (1) (I) U,187 37,525 43,169 44, 755 13, 183 31,572 

35 to 39 yeara, ........... , .................. , 168,599 117,516 (1) (1) 16, 835 50,523 44, 748 51,0!3 16,348 34, 735 

40 to H years ................................ 148, 568 106., 998 (I) (1) 20,514 36, 836. 42, 645 41,570 11,064 30,506 

45 to 49 year a, ...... , .... ,. ...... , .. ,. ...... , 133,63() 92,418 (I) (1) 11, 572 34,368 41,220 41,212 14,382 26, 830 

50 to 54 yeara .... ,, ....... , ... , .............. 111,376 78, 043 (I) (1) 10,511 29,098 34,746 33,333 11, 757 21,576 
55 tr:t 59 year•.,,,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,•,, 95, 554 67,647 (I) (1) 9,074 18,946 35 ,266 27. 907 6,855 21,052 

60 to 64 year.a.,., •... ,,, ..•... ,, ... ,,., ..• ,,. 73,845 54,894 (1) (l·) 7,362 13,682 32,268 18, 951 3,691 15,260: 

65 to 69 years., .............................. 72, 785 40,674 (I) (1) 3,U7 10, 004 25,424 32, 111 7,908 24, 203 
'10 to 74 years., •.. ·,,.,.,-.,,,,.,·,,,,,,,·,,,,,,, 39, 637 22,263 <'> (1) 3, 156 5,262 12. 790 17,374 4,219 13, 155 

75 ye•r• and over,., .• , .••. , .. ,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,. 43, 705 21,058 (I) (I) 1,052 6,317 13, 163 22,647 6,327 16,320 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

White, all agea •• •• , ......•...... , .•... •.,, .•. 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

Und:ar S yea ra, .. , .. , .• , . , , .. , . , •. , .. , •. , , . , , . , 10. 0 10.1 10.4 10.8 9,9 10. l 9.1 9. 6 9.1 9.9 

5 to 9 year•.,,,.,,,,.,,,,,.,, .• ,,,,.,,,,,,,,, 10.6 10.2 10.2 11.0 10. 7 9, 9 8.3. 11.5 11.3 11. 7 

10 t.o 14 year•.,.,, •.. ,,,,,,,.,,.,,, ...•... ,,. 10,6 10.5 10.4 10.5 11.6 10.2 9.1 10.9 10.8 10.9 

15 to 19 years ............ ;,; ................. 9.0 9.() 8.5 8,6 8.9 9,5 9.4 9,0 9.0 8.9 
20- to 2( ye:ars.,, .. ,,,,,, ,J.,.,,,,,,,, .• ,,.,,, 5.6 5. 7 6. 8 5,3 5. 7 5.9 5.0 5.4 5.S 5,3 

25 to 29 years,,••.,, .•••.•••••.. , ..• ,, ..• ,,,, 5.8 5.9 6. 7 6.5 6,0 5. 7 
'· 5 

5.3 5.8 4.9 

30 to 34 years ................................ 6, 4 6.4 7.5 7.1 6.6 p 4. 5 6.4 6.8 6.1 

35 to 39 years.,, ............... ~ ............. 7,0 7.0 8,3 6.2 7.0 6.3 5. 0 7.0 7.7 6.5 

40 to U yeor1 ................................ 6.6 6, 6 7.4 7.0 6.5 6.4 5.9 6.4 1..0 6.() 

45 to 49 year• ................................ 5.8 5,6 6.3 6.2 5.6 5.6 5.3 5. 9 6.0 5.9 

SO to S4 year-a,, •.• ,.,,,.,,,.,.,,,.,,., .. , •. ,, 5. 7 5.6 5.5 6.0 5. 7 s. 6 6.4 5.4 5.3 5.5 

55 to 59 year a., .............................. 5·, 1 5.2 4.4 '·' 5,2 s.8 6. 5 5.0 4. 7 s.2 
60 to 64 years .•. ,,,.,,,••,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,.,.,, 4.1 4.3 2. 9 3,3 4.3 4.7 6.6 3. 7 3. 7 3.6 
65 t'o 69,yeara,.,, ........... , ............ , .. , 3.3 3,4 1. 9 2.0 3.0 4.2 6.8 3.0 2,3 3.5 

7D to 74 year• .... ,, •• ,,.,,,.·.,.,.,,,,,,,.,,., 2.1 1. 9 1.3 1.4 1. 7 2.0 3.8 2.6 2.1 2.9 

75 ye.ara ud oYer,,,.,,,., ••,.,,,,,, .. ,.,,,,,, 2.3 2.1 1.5 1.5 1, 6 2. 3 3. 7 ~.7 ,.-.! 3.1 

Monwhl to, all ages ... • ........................ 100.0 100.() (I) (1) JOJl..!l 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

lla.der S yeara,,,,, ... ,,,,,,,,,,,,;,,,,,,,, ,, • ." 14.4 14.8 <'>. <'> 13. 6 15. 7 15.5 13.3 12.8 13,5 

S to 9 ye.era •. ,.,,.,,,,,,, .• ,,,,,,, .• ,,,,,.,,, 13, 2 13. 7 (I) <'> 13.~ 14.9 13.0 12.1 11.3 12.4 

10 to l4 years ........ ,; ...................... 13,5 13. 7 (1) <'> 16.0 14.6 11.6 13.2 .12.0 13. 7 
lS to 19 years,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,, 11, 6 11.6 (I) (I) 15, l 11. 0 10.5 11.3 13.1 10.5 

20 to 24 year•.,.,,,,,, ... ,.,,,,, .. ,,.,,,., .. , 6, 9 6.8 <'> <'> 6.9 5.4 7 .s 6.9 9.6 5. 7 

2S to 29 year1,.,,., . , , .. , •. , , ... , . , , , , .. , , , .. 6,0 6.0 (I) (I) 7.0 6.2 5. 7 5.8 5.7 5.9 

30 to 3.C ye art., , , , . , •.•• , , , , , •• , ....... , , •.•• , 4. 7 4,6 (I) (I) 4.1 5.0 4.8 5.1 4.9 5.1 

35 to 39 year• .. , •. , . , , ..••.•.. , . , • , • , •. , . , , , , 5.6 5.6 <'> (1) 4.8 6.7 5.0 5. 8 6.0 5.6 

40 to 44 year1.,, .•..•...••......••••• ~··••••• s. 0 5.1 (I) (I) 5,9 4.9 4.8 4.7 4.1 5.0 

•s to 49 year• •... , ..• , .•••• ,.,,., •..••.....•• 4, 5 4.4 (I) (I) 3,3 4.5 4.6 4.7 5,3 4.4 

50 to 54 l'O•r• ..................... ., ......... 3. 7 3.7 <'> (I) 3.0 3.8 3.9 3.8 4.4 3.5 

55 to 59 l"•ro ... , ............................. 3,2 3.2 <'> <'> 2.6 2.5 3.9 3.2 2.5 3.4 
60 to 64 l'O•ro ................................ 2. s 2.6 (I) (I) 2.1 1.8 3.6 2.1 1,4 2. 5 

'5 to 69 years .•.. ,,.,.,.,, ... ,,,,,,., ••. ,., ••. 2,4 1.9 (I) (I) 0.9 1.3 2.8 3,6 2,9 3. 9 

70 to 74 yaaro ................ ; ............... 1. 3 •1.1 (I) (I) 0.9 0.7 1.4 2.0 1.6 2.1 

;s years and oYer •.••• •...•..•. , .•....•.....•. 1.5 1.0 <1> C'> 0,3 0.8 1.5 2·.6 2,3 2,7 
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Color of population.~Roughly one-seventh of the tot~l pop
ulation in farm-operator households in April 1950 were nonwhite. 
As shown below, nonwhites formed larger proportions of the rural
farm and farm-operator household populations than of the urban or 
rural-nonfarm populations: 

Residence 
United States .. , ............. , .•••..•••••••. 

Urban .. , ........ , .............. , ............ • • 
lltral nonfarm ................. , . , ............ , 
&ral fann ........................... , ...... .. 
Farm-operator household population.,,, ..••••.. 

Percent nonwhite 
10.5 

10.l 
8.7 

14.S 
13. 7 

A! though the proportion of nonwhites in the total population has 
been relatively constant during the last 30 years, there have been 
significant changes in the proportions which they form of the 
three major residence groups and in their distribution by resi-

, dence. The residence distribution of nonwhites from the Popula
lation Censuses of 1930, 1940:, and 1950 was as follows: 

Residence 
United States .••.•• , 

Urban ........ ,, ..... , .. 
Rural nonfarm.,, ..• , •.. 
Rural fann,, •. , .. ". .. , .. 

~ 
New urban O! d urban 

definition definition 
100.0 100. 0 

61.6 
17 .2 
21.2 

58.8 
20. l 
21.2 

1940 

100.0 

47.9 
16. 7 
35.3 

1930 

100.0 

43.2 
17. 3 
39.5 

Thus, the relatively high fertility of the nonwhite rural-farm and 
farm-operator household population has been more than offset by 
losses through net migration from the farm population and by 
mortality. (Eleanor H. · Berne rt has estimated that between 1930 
and 1940, net migration rates for nonwhite rural- farm males and 
females were -17 .1 and -22,4 percent, respectively. Corresponding 
rates for white rural-farm males and females were -9.0 and -14.0 
percent, respectively. See Volume and Composition of Net Migra
tion from the Rural-Farm Population, 193-0-40, for tl1e United 
States, Major ·aeographic Divisions, and States, United States De
partment of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 1944.) 

As a result of higher fertility, mortality, and net losa 
through migration among the nonwhite farm-operator household pop
ulation, the median age was much 1 ower than that of the corre
sponding white population or that of the urban nonwhite population. 
In April 1950, the median ages of the various· white and nonwhite 
residence groups were as follows: 

Residence 
United States ............ , •.••• , .......... , 

Urban,. .............. , •••• , , .••• , . , .... , ... ,, • 
fur al nonfarni ....... , .......... , , ....... , , ... . 
Rural fam. , ....... , ........... , ........... ,. • 
Farni•operator household population .•••••... , •. 

Jl'hite 
30.8 

32.0 
28.4 
27. 9 
28.6 

Nonwhite 
26. l 

28. 7 
23. 5 
18. 5 
18. a 

retailed age distributions of the white and nonwhite fann-operator 
household populations are shown in tables 9 and 10. 

A study of the relative mobility of the populations asso· 
ciated with the different economic classes of farms and different 
income classes would aid considerably in the analysis of the rel
ative age distributions of the white and nonwhite farm- operator 
household population. As the· median ages of the total white pop
ulation and of the total nonwhite population of the United States 
differ by less than 5 years, the greater disparity in the median 
ages of the white and nonwhite farm-operator household populations 
may be largely associated with disparities in income. More than 
half of the nonwhite farm-operator household population was in 
classes V and VI as contrasted with about one-fourth of the white 
farm-operator household population (table B). Probably within 
any one of the economic classes, larger proportions of nonwhites 
than of whites have lower incomes, 

OTHER POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Marital status of farm operators.-Jn April 1950, almost 
90 percent of the farm o_perators were married (table 12) as con· 

TABLE 10,-POPULATION IN FARl•OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY AGE AND COLOR, FOR TKE UNITED 
STATES AND THE SOUTH: 1950 

[Data are based uvon a sample. For a description of the sample and a statement of n• 
liability of th.e data, see page 3. For limitations of the data, see text, page 6l] 

United States \ South 
Age 

I White Nonwhite White Nonwhite 

POPULATION 

Al I ager .. •.····.·•·•·•··· 18,867,170 2,966,294 6,523,708 2' 895, 462 

URdl!l:r 5 years,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1, 894, 921 429,648 872,250 418,109 
5 to 9 ye-ars.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1,998, 736 394, 008 911,390 380,918 
10 ta 14 year is,,,,,.,,,.,,,,, 2,007 ,911 404, 217 971,664 394,281 
15 to 19 year• ............... 1,696, 021 347' 958 856,310 340,632 
20 to 24. ye.arts.,,,.,,,,,,,,,, 1,057,442 204, 828 497' 358 195, 767 
25 to 29 yeA.rfl;,,,,.,,,,,,,,., 1,086,836 178, 599 456,358 169,057 
30 to 34 yeat"S:,.,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1,203,137 141,337 535, 063 137 ,012 
35 to 39 years.,,,,,, ... , .. ,, 1,325,450 168, 599 573,533 164,381 

40 to 44 years . • , . , , . , . , , . , , , 1,240, 935 148, 568 544, 837 HS,429 
45 to 49 years,, , , , , . , , , , . , , , 1,103,566 133' 630 474,486 126,907 
50 to 54 years . .......... , •. , . 1,073,662 111,376 475,218 109 ,273 
SS to 59 year& .• ,.,·,,,, ...... 970' 100 95, 554 408,295 90,692 
60 to 64. years~, .... .•... , .... 776, 157 73,845 321, 779 71,215 
65 to 69 year& ....... , , , ... , .. 620,358 72, 785 254,239 70,163 
10 to 74 years, ••.• , .... ,.,,,, 401, 137 39,637 185' 141 38,581 
75 )'ears and over, ••• , •. , ••• , 430, 801 43, 705 185, 787 41,062 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

All ages •........•.•.••.•• 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 

Under S years . ..•.•. , , , .. , •.. 10.0 14.4 10,2 14.4 
5 to 9 years,,,•••••••••••••• 10.6 13.2 10.7 13.2 
10 to 14 year.& •• ,, •••••••• , •• 10.6 13. 5 11.4 13.6 
15 tc 19 years •. , .... ~~·•••••• 9.0 11.6 10.0 11.8 
20 to 24 years ............ ,., 5.6 6.9 5, a 6.8 
25 to 29 years~,.,,,.,,, .• ,., s.0 6,0 5.4 s.0 
30 to 34 yeel'a,,,.,, .. , •. ,.,, 6.4 4. 7 6.3 4.7 
35 to 39 ye&l'S . .•• I. I •••••••• 7 .o 5.6 6. 7 5.1 

4-0 to 44 year.s,,,,,,,,,,.,.,, 6.6 5.0 6.4 5.0 
4.5 to 4-9 year.s, . , , , , , .. , , .. , . 5.8 4,5 5.6 4.5 
SO to 54 y-ea:rs,,,,.,,,,,,,,,, 5. 7 3. 7 5.6 3.8 
55 to 59 years,,,., ... ,,,,,,, 5.1 3.2 4.8 3.1 
60 to 64 year a.,,,,,,,.,,,,,, 4.1 2.5 3.B 2,S 
65 to 69 years ... , .... , ...... 3.3 2.4 3. 0 2.4 
10 to 74. years,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2.1 1.3 2.2 1,3 
75 yea.rs. and over,,,,,,,.,,,, 2.3 1,5 2.2 I.~ 

TABLE 11. -MEDJAN ADE OP TllE POPULATION IN FARl•OPERATOR UoUSEHOLDS, BY COLDR ANO •Y 
ECONDUC CLASS OP fARI, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOUTH: 1950 

!Jle.ta are baaed upo11 a Sample. For a deicription of the sample and a statement of re.
lia.bility 0£ the data, see page 3, For limitations of the dnta, see text, pase 63J 

United States South· 
Economic class of !arm 

White Non"Whi te White Nonwhite 

26. 7 18.7 A 11 faros·· .. •••••• • · · · ........ f---"28;:.;·c.;;6+---"'18::.:.-"-18 !-----+----'---

Comerc ia 1 farms •••••. .. , ... , .. , • , 
Clasles I and II., •.•... ,,,,,,,, .. ,,, 
Class III ........ ,. ............ ,. ... . 
Claa:a IV, ••• , •••• , ••••• ~,.,,,,,., . , . , 
Class V ............................. .. 
Chu VI., ................ , ........ .. 

other far•• .............. ,. , .... .. 
PB rt-time a.nd abnormal ... ,.,,, .. ,,.,, 
Reside.ntial.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,., .. ,, 

28.8 
27. 7 
27 .8 
27. 7 
28.9 
35.0 

28.2 
28.l 
28.3 

18. 3 
(1) 
(1) 

17 .3 
17 .1 
19.8 

20.1 
20.4 
19.9 

1Me.dian nQt ahown because or small numbers in sample.. 

26.3 18.2 
28. 7 (1) 
26. 8 (1) 

23.3 17.0 
25.4 17 'l 
30.4 19.7 

27 ,2 20.0 
27. 0 20.3 
27.4 19.9 

tusted with only 64 percent of rural-farm males 14 years of age 
and over. (Data on marital status by age groups from the 1950 
Population Census are not available.) The higher proportion mar
ried among farm operators reflects primarily their older age dis
tribution and better economic position. Inclusion of some non
farm persons, of some urban persons (both farm and nonfann), and 
of some women in the operator group is probably of minor impor
tance, The older age distribution is probably the most important 
factor, for if rural-farm males had had the same age distribution 
as farm operators, roughlyllO percent rather than G4 percent would 
have been married, In the distribution by economic class of farm, 
the high proportion of widowed and divorced among the operators 
of classes V and VI, part-time, and residential farms is of inter
est. This high proportion is attributable largely to the older 
A~e distribution of these groups of operators. -



POPULATION 59 
TADtE 12. -MARITAL STATUS OF FARM OPERATORS, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR TJIE UNITED 

STATES: 1950 

[Data are based upon n sample. For a descrintion of the sample and a statement 
of reliability of data, see page 3] 

Economic cl ass of farm Total 1 Single Married Widowed ot 
divorced 

FARM OPERATORS 
Al 1 far11s~, •• , •••• ,, ••••... ,. 5, 341, 190 279, 156 4,688, 067 373' 967 

co ... rclal far•s .. ,, ••• ,,,.,.,,, 3,769,059 218,679 3,333, 140 217' 240 
Classes I and II •• ,,,.,,.,,.,,,,,,, 481, 008 31, 525 432,213 17 ,270 
Class IIJ .. ,,.,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,.,,, 748,932 41, 905 677 ,441 29,586 
Closs IV .. , • , , .... , .... ., .. , , ...... 903, 789 40' 871 815,606 47' 312 
Class V,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 912, 664 59, 110 801, 503 52' 051 Class VI.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,, 722, 666 45, 268 606' 377 71, 021 

Diner far ns, ................... , l, 572, 131 60,477 1,354,927 156, 727 
Part-time and abnormal,,,,,.,,,,,,, 618, 915 23, 142 553' 227 42, 546 
Resident.ia-1,,, , , •• , , , , .• , ; , , , , , , , , , 953,216 37, 335 BOl,700 ll4, 161 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
rn farms •••• ,,.,.,, •••• , .. ,,. 100,0 5.2 87, B 7 .o 

Couerclal farms, •• ,,, .• , .•. ,.,. 100.0 5.8 86, 4 5,8 
Classes I and II.,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,, 100.0 6.5 89. 9 3, 6 
Class III.,.,, .... ., .......... ""' 100.0 5.6 90. 5 3, 9 
Class IV ........................... 100.0 4,5 90.3 5,2 
CJ.as:s V ••••••• ,,,,,,, ,,, ,, •••••• ,,, 100.0 6. 5 87 .B 5, 7 
CJ"" VI ................. , ........ , 100.0 6.3 83.9 9,8 

~nor far•• ........ , • , , , , , , , , , , , 100.0 3.B. 86,2 10;0 
Part-time and abnormal, •• ,.,,,.,,,, 100.0 3. 7 89.4 6,9 
Residential,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 100.0 3. 9 84.1 12, D 

1Data a.re not available on marital status of 39,000 farm operators. These are pri
marily operators who do not reside in the enumeration district in which their inrcn is 
locat.ed. 

Years of school completed by farm operators.-The education 
of the fann operator is undoubtedly associated with the quality 
of the farm and equipment which he inherits or is iIJi ti ally ab] e 
to buy, and with the efficiency with which the farm is operated. 
One or more years of college had been completed by 14 percent of 

the operators of cl asses I and II farms as contrasted with 1 per
cent of the operators of class VI farms (table 13), The median 
years of school completed, shown in tab! e 14, dropped from 10. 2 
years for classes I and JI to 6,9 years for class VI. More than 
three-fourths of the latter group had not completed any years of 
school above the elementary grades. In view of the age distribu
tion of operators-roughly one-half of whom are more than 4';'.(, 
years of age-relatively fe\I of them can be expected to complete 
any additional years of education, 

The niedian years of school completed by farm operators was 
the same as that for rural-farm males for April 1950. 

Labor-force status and occupat i o,n, -Approximately 5 4 percent 
of the population 14 years of age and over in farm-operator fam
ilies were in the labor force in April 19~0. Corresponding per
centages for tJ1e urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural-farm populations 
were 55, 49, and 51, respectively. .\bout J percent of the differ
ence between the percentage for farm-operator families and tlrnt 
for the rural-farm population is probably due to the inclusion of 
unpaid family workers who worked less th,an 15 hours as memlrers of 
the labor force in the farm-operator family data; also the effect 
of limiting these data to families is difficult to estimate. Some 
of the difference between the proportion for farm- op'era tor famil.;
ies and for rural-farm population may he real, l1owever, as there 
are more opportunities for part-time employment of women and older 
children and for employment of aged and handicapped persons on a 
farm than in nonfarm work. Probably because of the increase in 
the proportions of women and of aged males in the populations 
from classes J and II to class VI, the proportion in the labor 
force decreased from classes I and II to class VI. (See table 15.) 

About 4 out of every 5 persons classified as farm operators 
in the 19SO Census of Agriculture were reported as farmers or 
farm managers in the 1950 Population Census. (This proportion 
and the following percentages relate to operators for whom an 
occupation was reported.) The proportion of operators who were 

Table 13.-YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY FARM OPERATORS, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED 
STATES: 1950 

[Dato. are based upon a sample. For n description of the s11mple and n atateruent of reliability of data, see page 3] 

Years of school completed 

FARM OPERATORS 

Total 1 ••• ,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,,,, •• ,,,,,,., 

Toti'\] repcirted ••••• , •••.. ,,,,, .• ,, •. ,,., 

llone,,, .••••••. , .•••••• , •• , .••.••••••••.•• , , , , 

£1Heohry: 
1 la 4 yenrs •• ,.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, 
Sand 6 ye:J.rs., •• , , , , ,, , , • , , , ,, , , , , • , , , , , • , 
1 years.,, ••• ,,,,.,., •..•. , •.. ,.,,,,,,,,,,, 
a yen rs, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

High School: 
l to 3 y-ears., •• ,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,, ••.. ,.,,,, 
4 year.s,,,,,,.,,., •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••• ,.,. 

College: 
l to 3. years,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
4 ye~rs. or more,,,.,,, .•. ,,.,, .•.. ,,,,,,, •• 

Not reported ............ , . , , ....... , , , , , .... .. 

PERCENT DISTRIBLTION 

Totnl 1 

nll farms 

5, 341, 190 

5, 281, 934 

142,232 

786, 512 
727' 295 
571, 313 

1,422,340 

756, 120 
580, 341 

i90,361 
105, 420 

59, 256 

Total 

3,769,059 

3, 731,357 

95, 423 

518,549 
474, 7D4 
391, 776 

1, 068,257 

525,319 
448' 928 

140, 500 
67, 821 

37, 702 

Clnsse:s 
I nnd II 

481, 386 

477' 126 

1,832 

19,053 
26, 955 
35,385 

122, 908 

77' 968 
125, 591 

45,013 
22, 420 

4, 260 

Ccmunercial fnrms 

Cla .. III 

748, 932 

743, 530 

6,313 

41, 005 
60, 873 
65, 131 

272,396 

JJ8,599 
128,885 

37. 520 
12, 808 

5, 402 

~Jass IV 

903,411 

899, 042 

17 ,840 

92,800 
114,425 

93,824 
300,428 

139, 411 
98, 862 

26, 981 
14,471 

4, 369 

Clas11 V 

912,664 

897 ,41~ 

27' 364 

170, 729 
144,678 
102, 736 
229, 564 

112. 804 
71, 268 

24, 664 
13, 60R 

15, 249 

Clos• VJ 

722,Mi6 

714,244 

42,074 

194' 962 
127 ,852 
94,700 

142. 961 

76, 537 
24, 322 

6,322 
4, 514 

B, 422 

Total 

1,572,131 

I, 550, 577 

46, 809 

267. 963 
252,5!1 
179, 537 
354, 083 

230, 801 
131, 413 

49,861 
37, 599 

21, 554 

Other farms 

Part-time 
and 

nbnormo.l 

61B' 915 

612. 074 

15, 266 

82. 829 
92' 077 
69,070 

144, 903 

105, 424 
61,416 

23, 262 
17,827 

6,841 

Resi
dential 

953' 216 

938, 503 

185, 134 
160,434 
!10, 467 
209, 180 

125, 377 
69, 997 

26, 599 
19,772 

14. 713 

~bl ··~·••d .................. , ....... ~~~1!00~.~0JL~~-1~0~0~.o~J~~~1~00~.~0~~~1~0~0~.0~~~~1~00~.~0~~~~10~0~.~0~~~1~0:0~.0~~~~1~0=0.~o~•~~-=100~.~o-~~1=00~.~o 
Morte •••••••••• , •• , ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 

El..,nhry: 
1 to 4 yei:ars.,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,.,, 
S and 6 years •.•. ,,,.,,., ••• ,,,.,.,.,, •• ,,,, 
7 years._..,,,,,,,.,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
8 years ••• ,.,.,.,,,.,,,,,, •• , .• ,,,, ... ,,,,, 

Hlth Schol: 
l ta 3 yen rs •• ,., •• ,.,,,,,,,,,,, .• ,,,.,,, , , 
4 yenr.s,,,,, •• ,.,.,,,,., •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

College: 
I to 3 years •...• , .• ,, .• , •• ,,,,,.,,,.,, •.• ,, 
4 ye.1'rs or rnore,,,,, .•.• ,, •....•. ,,,,,,,.,. 

2,7 2,6 0.4 O.B 2.0 3.0 5,9 3.0 2.5 3,4 

14, 9 
13. 8 
JO.a 
26. 9 

14. 3 
11.0 

3, 6 
2.0 

13.9 
12. 7 
10.5 
28.6 

14.l 
12.0 

3,8 
1.8 

4. 0 
S.6 
7 .4 

25.8 

16, 4 
26,3 

9.4 
4.7 

5.5 
8.2 
8.8 

36.6 

16.0 
17 ,3 

5.1 
l. 7 

10.3 
12. 7 
rn.5 
33.4 

15.5 
ll.O 

3. 0 
1.6 

19.0 
16.1 
11.5 
25.6 

12.6 
7. 9 

2 .8 
1. 5 

27.3 
17 .9 
13.3 
20.0 

10. 7 
3.4 

0,9 
0 .6 

17 ,3 
16. 3 
11.6 
22.8 

14.9 
8.5 

3.2 
2.4 

13. 5 
15.0 
11.3 
23, 7 

17 .2 
10.l 

3,8 
2.9 

19.7 
17 .1 
11. 8 
22.3 

13.4 
7 .4 

2.8 
2.1 

. 
1
0ata. are not uaihble on years of school completed for 39,000 farm operators. Th-ese are primarily operators who do riot reside in the: enumeration diBtrict in which their fa.rm 

u located... 

262023 () - 53 - 5 



60 FARMS AND FARM PEOPLE 

TABLE 1(, -!!£DUN YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY FUl Ol'ERATOIS, BY ECONOIIC CUBS OF 
01 FUI, POI THE UNITED STATES AND REGIONS: 1950 

[Data are based upon a sample. For a deac;.ription of the sample &nd a statement 
of reliability of the data, set:l page 3J 

Economic class of farm United States North and Weat South 

8,3 8. 7 7.2 All far ................ " .... , l-----"-'~1------'=+-----'-'-

8.7 7.1 8.4 
10.2 10.2 10.5 

Coma:rclal far••·· •••. , •. , .. , •.•. 
Claasea I and II ••• , ••••••••••••••• , 
Claaa III ......................... .. 
Clas• IV •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cla.11 V • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , • 
Clas• VI.,, ....... , •••••••••••••• ,.,. 

other far ....................... . 
Part .. time and abnormal •••• ~ .. ,.,.,,.~ 
Residential ••••••••••• , ••• ~, , • , • + ••• 

a. 1 
8.4 
8.0 
6.9 

8.1 
8,3 
7.8 

8.8 8.5 
8.6· 7.6 
8.6 6.8 
8.3 6,1 

8. 7 7,2 
8.8 7, 5 
8.7 7.0 

. reported as far.me rs and farm managers decreased from 94 percent 
for operators of classes I to III farms to 86 percent for operators 
of class V farms (table 16). The higher proportion of class VI 
than of class V operato~~ reported as farmers and farm manager.a 
is due to the definition of class VI and part· time farms; both 
have a gross value of farm· sales of $250 to Sl, 199 but the op· 
erators of part-time farms either ( l) worked 0££ their farms 100; 
days or more in 1949 or { 2) had non farm family incomes which ell:
ceeded the values of farm products sold, \\hen class VI and part
time operators are combined, the proportion reported as farmers 
and farm managers is 71 percent, Thus, the proportions form a 
more uniform series from cl asses I and II through resid,ential than 
is at first apparent. 

There are a number of reasons why persons classified as farm 
operators in the Census of Agriculture were not reported as farm· 
ers or farm managers in the Census of Population. As noted on 
page 6, in the Population Census the occupation classification 
relates to the job held during the census "week, {the calendar 'week 
preceding the ~numerator 1 s visit) or ,to the °last job held. If an 
employed person had two or more jobs, the occupation reported is 
the one in which the greatest number of hours was worked during 
the census week,· In the Census of 'Agriculture a farm operator is 
a person who operates a farm, either performing the labor himself 
or directly supervising it. The classification is not affected 
by the amount or types of work done during the census week. 
(These definitions were designed to meet specific needs. Differ· 
ences between t_he tw.o types of data attributable to differences 

in definition should not be interpreted as casting doubt on the 
.!alidity or reliability of either.) As approximately 38 per~ 
cent of the ·operators _had done some off· farm work during. the past 
year, the fact that the farm operator had another. job at which 
more time was spent during the census week probably accounts for 
most of the .operators who were reported in other occupations, 

Fertillty.-In APril 1950, there were 556 children under S 
years old for each 1,000 women 15 to 49 years old in the house
holds of operators of class VI farms. In the households of claaaei 
I and II farm operators, there were 450 children under S for each 
1,000 women 15 to 49 years old. As shown in diagram 3 .and in 
table 18, these ratios (unstandardized) do not increase in an or· 
derly way from classes I and II to class VI. Some of the depart· 
ure from a fairly smooth progression is caused by variations in 
the al!e and marital status of the women associated with different 
economic classes of farms. (The standardized ratios sho..; what the 
ratios of each economic class would haye been if (1) the age dis
tribution of women for that economic'. class had been th·e sallle as 
for women in all farm·operator,households and if (2) the age and 
msri tal status distribution within age groups had been the same AS 

for women in all farm-operator households.) wh~~ the effects of 
these variations are excluded, the resulting ratios standardiied 
for age and marital status increase consi.stently from classes I 
and II to cl ass VI. ' 

The failure of par,t-time and residential farms to fit into' 
this pattern is of particular interest. Even when part-time and 
class VI data are combined, the ratios do not have an orderly pat• 

, tern of increase and decrease from clasae8 I and II through resi
dential. (The ratios for the combined group are 489 and 494 un· 

'standardized and standardized for ~ge and mari i;al status, respec
tively.) Fertility ratios are rather sensitive indicators of 

heterogeneity between groups •.. These data are evidence that, even 
thoug~· class .VI and part· time farms have the same gross values 0£ 
farm sales and, with residential, are part of a continuous scaie 
by value of farm sales, part~time .and residential are actually 
special groups which must be treated separatel'[ .in the economic 
class o_f fann scale. (The. data on percentage of operators re• 
ported as. farmers or farm managers are, by their nature, a .spe
cial case which should not be i.nterpreted as contradicting this 
conclusion.) 

Al though the tremendous rise in' the number of births and in 
the birth rate during the 1940 1 s was moat mar~d in. the urban 

Table 15.-PERSONS IN FARM-OPERATOR FAMILIES BY IABOR-FORCE STATUS, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE 
UNITED STATES AND REGIONS: 1950 

(Dato are based upon a sample. For °'description of the sample and a statement of reliability of data, .see page 31 

Commercial farms Other farms 

Labor-force atatua 
Total, 
nil Part-time 
farms Tote.I Cla.!!!s.es CJ.ass III Class IV Class V Class VI Total and 

Reai .. 
I and II abnormal 

dential 

UNITF.D STATES 

Total per1ona: 
All ages,.••••••••••••••~··••••••••••••••••• 21, 573, 540 15, 180, 403 l, 944, 628 3,046,019 3, 745, 993 3, 727. 250 2, 716,513 6,393,137 2, 516,460 3,B76,U7 

14 years and over, ..... ,,,, ••• ,,,,,,,,,,, 14, 911, 707 10, 521, 066 1,358,477 2, 108, 036 2,574,324 2,555,661 1,924,568 4,390,641 1,744,115 2,646,526 

Persona In labor force ........................ 8, 104, 014 5,900,602 792,672 1,227, 749 1,444,425 1,433,382 l,002,374 2,203, 412 939, 1B9 l,261,2U 
Percent in labor force! 

All ases ................................ 37 .6 38.9 40.8 40.3 38.6 38.5 36.9 34,5 37 ,3 32,6 
14: years and over •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, 54,3 56.1 58.4 58,2 56.1 56.l 52.1 50.2 53.8 l7.8 

NORTH AND WEST 

Total per1on1: 
All agea •••••• , •• , ......... ,,.,,, •• , , , , • , ••• 10,268, 835 8,030,277 1,601,002 2,365,693 2, 150, 122 l, 368, 651 544,809 2,238,558 1,041,485 1,197,073 

14 years and over ...... ,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,, 7,290,696 5, 740, 033 1,114,084 1,633,320 1,529,025 1,019,792 443,812 1,550,663 729,207 821,456 

Per1on1 in labor force •••••••• ,,,, •••••••••••• 4,177 ,133 3,347' 732 658,281 978, 138 886, 888 590, 786 233,639 829, 401 405, 759 423,642 
Percent in labor force; 

All agea •• , f ..... ,, ....... ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,, 40,7 41.7 41. l 41,3 n.2 43.2 42.9 37 .1 39,0 35,4 
14 years and over ••••• ,,,.,,,• •• ,.,,, 57.3 58,3 59.l 59.9 58,0 57.9 52.6 53.5 55.6 Sl.6 

SOUTll 

Total per1on1: 
All ages.~···•• .. ••••••••··~•••••••••••••••• 11,304, 705 7,150,126 343 ,626 680,326 l, 595, 871 2, 358, 599 2,171,704 4,154,579 l,4H,§'r5 2,679,604 

14 yeat'a and over •••••••• ,.,.,,,,,,,,,,, 7,621,011 4, 761, 033 244,393 474,716 1,045,299 l, 535,869 l, 480, 756 2,839,978 1,014,908 1,825,!Tl(l 

Persons In labor force., ........... ,, ..... , ... 3. 926, 881 2, 552, 670 134, 391 249, 611 557' 537 842,596 768, 735 1,374,011 533,430 640,5-111 
Percent in labor force: 

All agea .... , ••• ';. ••• , •••••••• ,,,, •• ,,.,,, 34, 7 35, 7 39,1 36. 7 34.9 35.7 35.4 33.l I 36.2 31.4 
14 years and over •• ,,••,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 51,5 53.4 55. 0 52.6 53,3 54.9 51.9 48.4 52.6 %.I 
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Table 16.-0CCUPATION OF FARM OPERATORS, BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 

[Oata are based upon a sample. For a description Qf tlie sample Rnd a statement of -reliability of data 1 see page 31 

Corrmercia 1 farIM Other farms 
Tor.al, 

Occupation all Classes 
Part-time Resi-

farms To tel I and II Closs llI Chu IV Class V Closs YI Total and dential 
a.bnorma.J 

FARM OPERATORS 

Total far• operators I •••• ,.,,,, ••• 1.,,., .... ,,,,. 5,341,190 3, 769, 059 461,360 746, 932 903, 411 912,664 722,666 1,572, 131 618, 915 953,216 

Tota I reported,, ..... ,, .... ,, .. ,,., ..... ,, .. ,, .... ,. 4,904,499 3, 572, 105 467' 276 no, 098 872, 965 864,091 647 ,675 1,332,394 563' 404 768' 910 
Professional, technical, Qnd kindred workers •• ,,.,, .• ,, 58' 906 28, 289 1,854' 4, 867 9, 457 9,484' 2,627 30' 617 15,240 15,377 
Farme.r• nnd fo.rm managers,,,,,,,,,., .• ,, o,,,,,,,.,,,,,, 3,822,366 3, 250, 738 437, 924 678, 976 801, 051 741,953 590,834 571,628 272' 827 298, 801 
MDIMgerst officials, and proprietors, except Ia.rm, •• , •• 122,186 45, 996 9, 834 5, 045 7 ,317 19, 586 4,212 76, 190 31,3ll 44, 679 
CJeric:aJ and kindred workeTs, •• , ••• ,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,, 42' 867 12, 217 667 1,056 4·, 201 4, 722 1,571 30' 650 16·, 296 14, 352 
Sales workers,, •• ,,.,,, •• ,,,,,,.,,,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,.,, ••• 41, 324 11, 194 2, 099 2,108 2, 261 4, 726 .......... 30, 130 12, 626 17' 504 
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers,,,,,,,,.,.,.,,. 237' 234 53, 247 1, 195 4, 737 10, 487 29,456 7' 370 163' 987 75,174. 108, 613 
Operat-ives and kindred workers,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,, ••• , 292, 276 . 51, 351 3,692 5, 912 11, 728 21,061 6, 958 240, 925 76, 902 162, 023 
Private household workers and service workers.,,,,,,,., 45,218 10, 533 ·········· 2, 09.9 2,636 l,164 2, 634 34, 685 10, 520 24,165 
Fa:r11 Jabor-ers ond foremen,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,. 123, 146 BO, 062 9, 354 12, 669 18, 566 17,349 22, 104 43, 064' 15,240 27, 844 
La.borers, except farm and mine, . , , , , , , , , • , , , , • , , , •• , , , • 118, 976 28,478 657 2, 629 5, 241 12, 586 7' 365 90, 498 35,346 55,152 

Occopat!on not reported ............................ , 436, 691 196, 954 U,110 20,834 30,446 46, 573 74, 991 239, 737 5o,43l 184,306 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

Total r•ported ..••••. , •• , ••••••.•••••.••••....•.•••. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 rno.o 100.0 
Profe-ssional, tec:hnica.J 1 and kindred workers, • , , , ••• , , , 1.2 0,8 0.4 o. 7 1.1 l.l 0.4 2.3 2.1 2.0 
Farmers. and farm mnn11gers., •• ,, ••••• ,,, .. ,,.,.,., ••• , •• 77.9 91.0 93.7 94.3 91.8 65.9 91.2 42.9 48.4 36.9 
Managers, ofiicinb, and proprietors, except farm •.••• , 2.5 1.3 2.1 o. 7 O.B 2.3 0.1 5. 7 5.6 5.8 
Clerical and kindred workers.,,,,,,,,, •. ,., •• ,,,,,.,,,. 0.9 0.3 0.1 0.1 o.s 0.5 0.2 2.3 2.9 1.9 
Salea w.ork-crs.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, a.a 0.3 0.4 0,3 0,3 0,5 ·········· 2.3 2.2 2,3 
Craftsmen• foremen, and ldndred workers,, .• ,,.,,,.,.,,, 4.B 1. 5 0.3 o. 7 1.2 3.4 1.1 13.8 13.3 14.2 
Operative:s and kindred workers,,, •• ,,, .. ,,,,.,.,.,.,,,• 6.0 1.4 o.o o.a 1.3 2.4 1.4 18.1 14.0 21.l 
PriY-.te household workers nnd &ervice workers.,.,,,,,., 0,9 o. 3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0,4 2.6 1.9 3.1 
Fara laborer.a and foremen,,,,.,,,,.,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,• 2.5 2,2 2.0 1. 8 2.1 2.0 3.4 3.2 2. 7 3,6 
La.borers, except farm and mine,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,. 2.4 o.a 0.1 0.4 0,6 1.5 1.1 6.8 6.3 7.2 

10.ta are not nvaiJnbJe on occupa.tion Of 39,000 £arm operators, Theae artt primarily oper:atora who do not reaide in the e~umeration district in which their farm is loca.ted, 

- TABLE 17. -OcCUPATION OP FARI {lp£RA'l'ORS, FOR TJIE UNITED STATES AND REGIONS: 1950 

[Data are baaed upon a sample. for a description of the. sample and a state1nent of re .. 
lil\bility of data, see page 3 f 

Occupation 

Total far• operators I.,.,., ..........•.• ,. 

Total reported, ... , ................. , ..... ,, .. 
Protesaional, technical 1 and kindred workers, • , •• 
Fa.rmers and farm managers,,,.•., •• ,.,,.,,,,,, •• ,, 
Manai1tera, of£icials, and proprietors, except farm 
Clerical and kindred workers.,,,.,,,,,,,, •• ,,,.,. 
Sale:s workers •••• ,~.,,, ••• ,,.,,,.,.,,,,, •• ,,,,,,, 
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers,.,,,,,.,, 
Opera t~ ves and kindred workers,,, , , • , , , , , , • , , , , , , 
Prha te household workers and service workers,. , , 
fanq laborers and foremen,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,.,, 
l..abqrers, except farm and mine,,,,,,,,, •. , •• ,,,., 

ll<:cupat ion not reported.,, ... ,,, ••. ,, ......... 

Total reported .. , .... ,,., •... , .. ,, ... , ... , •••• 
Profe.aaional, technical, and kindred workers,,,,, 
F11r111era and .fi.rm managers, •. ,,,,,,., •• ,.•,•, .• ,,,, 
Man"gers 1 officials, nnd proprietors. except Iarm 
Clerii:::a.l :and kindred workers.,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,.·,,., 
&lea workers,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,, •• ,.,,,,, •• ,, .• 
Cra[t.s:men, foremen, and kindred workers,,., •• ,,,, 
~rat iv es and kindred workers,, •. ,.,,,.,.;,.,,,, 
Pri·ute household workers and service workers,,,, 
fjif'111 labo-rerB and foremen, t too IO o O o o o t' t t O 0 0 0 0 & O I 

Laborer&, except farm llnd mine,,,,.,,,.,,,, •• ,.,, 

United 
States 

North 
and West 

South 

FARM OPERATORS 

5,341,190 2, 706, 561 2, 634, 629 

4, 904,499 2. 542, 310 2, 362, 189 
SS, 906 35, 081 23, 825 

3, 822, 366 2 '009, 514 l, 812, 852 
122, 186 54, 266 67, 920 
42, 867 23, 250 19, 617 
41, 324 19, 448 21,876 

237 ,234 130, 456 106, 778 
292' 27~ 139, 736 152,540 

45,218 24, 178 21,040 
123, 146 46, 843 76,303 
ll8' 976 59, 538 59, 438 

436, 691 164,251 272,440 

PERCENT 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
l.2 1.4 1.0 

77.9 79.1 76. 8 
2.5 2.1 2.9 
0.9 0,9 0,8 
0.9 0.8 0.9 
~.8 5.1 4.5 
6,Q 5.5 6.5 
0.9 1.0 0.9 
2.5 1,8 3 .2 
2.4 2.3 2. 5 

10at& are not avnilable on occupation of 39,000 {arm operators. These nre -primarily 
ope:rator.s who do not reside in the enumeration district in which their farm is lbcated. 

population and has tended to reduce urban- rural differentials in I 
fertility, the number of children under 5 per 1, 000 women .15 to 49 
was still greater for the rural-farm population than fo; either 
the rural-nonf·arm or urban populations in 1950. (These ratios 
were 372, 507, and 521 for the urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural
farm populations, respectively. It should be noted that these 
figures are not COf1Farable with those shown in tables 18 and 19 
becauae the la_t;t_er are based on children in the family and women 
in the household.) Also, a s~rvey taken. in i\pril 1949 in-d-i°cate'd 
that .!erti_gty (as measured by standardized rates) was higher in 
the families of farmers and farm managers than for any 0 ther ma
jor occupation group except farm laborers. and foremen. (See U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Bureau of the.Census, C~rrent Popula
tion Reports, larital Fertility: ApriJ 1949, Series P-20, No.· 
27, February 1950,) 

DEGREE OF DEPENDENCE 'ON AGRICULTURE 

Some of the problems in defining farm population and the 
use by other countries of the concept of economic dependence on 
agriculture were mentioned earlier in this chapter. Because a 
good operational definition of farm population is of primary im
portance, one of the objectives of this project has been to ob
tain some data relative to the use of the concept of dependence 

· on agri cul tu re .. 
Several tabulations relative to dependence on agriculture 

have been made. From thes'e tabulations, an attempt will be made 
(1) to explore and analyze alternative definitions of farm popu
lation and (2) to measure gradations in degree of dependence on 
agricult.ure. The· following· four questions from the Census of 
Agriculture questionnaire were used a!l the basis of these tabu
lations: 

1. "How many days did you work last year off your farm? In
clude work at a nonfarm job, business, profession, or on 
someone else's farm •.. " 

2. "Did any other member of your family living with you have 
a nonfarm job, business, profession, or work on someone 
else's farm last ye~r?" 

3. "Did you have any income last year from any of the follow
ing sources--sale of products from land rented out, cash 
rent, boarders, old age assistance, pensions, veterans' 
allowances, unemployment compensation, interest, and help 
from members of your family?" 

4. "Was the income which you and your family received from 
work off the farm and from other sources . greater 
than the total value of all agricultural products sold 
from your place last year?" 

Supplementary information was used to determine the classifica
tion for most of the cases where information wa~ not given 'in 
response to the last two questions. The number of farm opera
tors classified on the basis of this supplementary information 
totaled 419,000 or 7.9 percent of all farm operators. 

Table 20 shows a detailed distribution of farms and of the 
farm-operator household population by the operator's response to 
the above questions.· Almost two-fifths of thepopulation in farm
operator households were completely dep en dent on their farm in
come-neither the operator nor any of his family worked off the 
family farm and the operator did not have any income from out
s.ide sources. (No account has been taken of the work or. income 
of the roughly 300,000 persons 14 years of age and over in farm
operat.Or households but not in farm-operator families.) This 
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Table 18.-FERTILITY RATIOS FOR FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS; BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM, UNSTANDARD!IZED, 

STANDARDIZED FOR AGE OF WOMAN, AND STANDARDIZED FOR AGE AND MARITAL STATUS OF WOMAN, FOR THE 
UNITED STATES AND REGIONS:' 1950 

[Rates represent number of children under 5 years old in farm-operator families per 1,000 women 15 to 49 years old ln farm•operato:r households. lBta are based upon ~ sample. 
For a description of the sample and a r:itatement of reliability of data, see page 31 

United States North and West Sau th 

Standardized Standardized Unstand- Standardized 
Economic class of farm Unstand- Standardhed for age and Unstand- Standardir;ed Ior age and ardii;ed Standardized £or age and 

c-rclal far•• ................................ . 
Classes I and II •• ,, ••• , •• , •• ,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,, ••••.. , 
Class III.,,,, .. ,,.,,, .. ,,, •. ,.,.,,,,, ... ,,,,.,•,,,., 
Class IV .. ,,,,,,, .. , ...... ,.,,, .... ,,.,, ....... , .. , .. 
Class V •••••••.••.••••• ·., ••••••••••••. , ..•••••••••••• 

Class vr .. ············•·····•···········•······•····· 
Other f.ar•• ·, •• ,,,,.,,,.,.,,.,,,,, .. ,,,,., •• , •... , 

Part ... time and abnormal,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,, •. 
Resident.ial ,, , . , ••. , , , , ,, , , , , . , •• , , ,, , , , , , , , , ,, , , , •• , 

ardized 

483 

494 
450 
478 
468 
515 
556 

459 
427 
482 

for age marital 
stn tus 

483 

493 
432 
468 
464 
517 
580 

461 
425 
466 

TABLE 19. -FERTILITY RATIOS FOR FARM•OPERATOR llOUSEHOLOS, BY AGE ANO !IARI1'AL STATUS OF 
ll'OKAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND REOIONS: 1958 

.. [Aat-es repre.s.ent. number of children under 5 years old in farm-operator famili~s per 1, 000 
•omen 15 Lo 49 years old in farm-operator households. De.ta are based upon a sample. 
for a description of the san.ple and a statement of reliability of data, aee page 3] . 

Total women 
Women ever 

Children under married 
5 years old Number 

f\egi-on and 
Number 

of 
age of woman Children single 

uf Per Number under 5 wome:n 3 
women 1 

Number2 1,000 of per 
women women 1, 000 

women 

UNITED STATES 

Total, 15 to qg years 4,811,062 2,324,569 483 3,649,552 637 l,161,530 

15 to 19 years .......... 919, 781 71, 034 77 119,757 593 800' 024 
20 to 24 ye:ars •• ,,. ..... 556,058 462' 169 628 392'13b 1, 177 165, 322 
25 to 29 year a •••..•.. , . 652,528 658,084 1,009 592' 572 1, 111 59, 956 
30 to 34 years •.•..•.•.• 684, 435 505,585 739 641, 150 789 43,285 
35 to 39 yearJ ••..•..•.. 741,291 382,474 516 707. 996 540 33 ,295 
40 to 44 years •• ,,~.,.,. 653,063 181, 564 278 621, 664 292 31, 199 
45 to 49 years .... : .. ,., 601,926 63 ,659 106 573 ,477 111 28,449 

NORTH 

Total, 15 to qg years 1, 866' 425 864, 010 463 1,437,509 601 428, 916 

15 to 19 years .......... 311,492 16,335 52 29, 302 557 282,190 
20 to 24 years, , , , , . , • , • 195, 595 139,841 715 135, 291 1, 034 60, 304 
25 to 29 years .. , ....... 266,252 267 ,616 1,005 238,243 1, 123 28, 019 
30- to 34 years ••• , • , •.• , 284, 771 207,146 727 265, 568 788 19,203 
35 to 39 years .... , .... , 306, 660 151, 308 490 291, 035 520 17 ,625 
40 to 44 Years,,,,,,,,., 251, 471 57. 803 230 239. 561 241 11,910 
45 to 49 years .... , ..... 248,174 23, 959 97 236, 509 100 9,665 

SOU'I11 

Total, 15 to qg years 2,570,010 1,290,359 502 1, 911, 430 675 658, 580 

15 to 19 years, ... , .. , , . 554, 287 52, 191 94 86, 419 604 467 ,868 
20 to 24 years, •.• , . , , .. 323. 845 290,420 897 230,205 1,262 93 ,640 
25 to 29 yeara,, . , • , , • , , 329,888 342,440 1,038 303' 507 1,128 26,381 
30 to 3(. yea.rs. , .• , •••• , 349,332 259, 626 743 328, 201 791 21, 131 
35 to 39 years, .......... 372,003 199,401 536 358' 028 557 13,975 
fO to « years .......... 339, 212 108, 394 320 321, 241 337 17,971 
-45 to 49 years •...• , .... 301, 443 37 ,887 126 283, 629 133 17,fil4 

WEST 

Total, 15 to qg years 374,647 170,200 454 300,613 566 74,834 

15 to 19 years ......... , 54,002 2, 508 46 4,036 621 49,966 
20 to '24 yeara ........ , , 38,618 31, 908 826 27 ,240 L, 171 11,378 
25 ta 29 years ..... , ••. 56,378 48, 028 852 so, 822 945 5,556 
30 ta- 34 years .•.. , .... , 50. 332 36, 811 771 47 ,381 819 2,951 
35 to 39 years .......... 60,628 31, 765 524 58, 933 539 1,695 
4-0 to 44 years .......... 62. 380 15, 367 246 61,062 252 l,318 
45 to .4,9 yeara ... , .. , ... 52. 309 1,813 35 51,139 35 1,170 

1Ineludea proportionate share of women of unknown age. 
:Adjusted tu include all childre:n under 5 in farm-operator f~m.iliea. See text. 

lnclnrlea all women of unknown age allocated to these age groups. 

group is the solid core of those economically dependent on agri
culture',fin addition, about 28 percent of the farm-operator 

_household population were primarily dependent on their farm in
come, the value of farm sales being greater than family income 
from other sources. Of the remainder, for which the va~ue 
of farm sales was less than family income from other sources, 
37 percent were in households where the farm"<lpera_tor worked 
off the farm less than 100 days. In these cases, the farm 
income may have been less than income from the outside source 
because of crop failure or some other unusual reason. 

ardized for age marital !or age for age marital 
atatus status 

483 461 451 459 502 510 504 

467 476 460 463 512 525 509 
428 469 453 448 376 339 336 
461 502 472 470 393 472 443 
475 467 456 462 470 473 488 
505 468 449 458 539 551 527 
563 424 455 481 5111 604 578 

474 412 415 440 464 485 492 
434 369 374 395. 468 459 460 
505 454 454 483 494 501 513 

LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA 

The nature of the sample, definitions, and limitations of a 
general nature are discussed in the Introduction to this report. 
This se'ction relates only to certain limitations of the data used 

in this chapter. 
Children under ILi years of age.-Data on the number of 

children under 14 years of age in farm-operator households were 
not tabulated. Therefore, in the farm-operator household popu
lation tables, data on the number of children under 14 years of 
age in farm-operator families have been used. Inclusion of per
sons under 14 years in farm-operator households but not in farm
operator families would have increased the total farm-operator 

household population by approximately 57,000. Thus, the total 
farm-oper'ator household population has been understated by about 
0.3 percent and the population under 14 by about 0.9 percent. 
Inclusion of these children would have lowered the median ages 
and decreased the percentages of rersons 14 years old and over. 

Distribution of the population under ILi years of age, by 
sex,-As data on persons under 14 years of age, by sex, were not 
tabulated, the distributions bv sex of persons in this age group, 
sh.own in several of tl•e tables, are estimates based on the percen
tage of males and thepercentage of females in the rural-farm pop· 
ulation, by age and by regions, for April 1950. Median ages by 
sex for the farm-operator household population are, of course, 

based on these estimates. 
Age not reported.-1\hen the age of a person was not report

ed in the Population Ce.nsus, it was estimated on the basis of 
other available information, In most cases, these estimated ages 
were entered on the schedules. In some instances, however, the 
estimated age was not entered on the schedule but was punched di
rectly on the tabulation cards. The latter group was tabulated 
as "age unknown" for this report, As this represented only a 
residual group of an already small number of cases of age un· 
known, it has been distributed proportionately among persons 20 

years of age and over. 
In the Census of Agriculture, age was not estimated for 

those operato~s of unknown age, In order to estimate the age 
distribution of members of the household other than operators, 
shown in table 4, operators of unknown age have been di strib
uted proportionately among the various age groups of operators 
wi ti, age reported. In preparing this table, two other assump
tions had to be made. One was that all operators were 14 years 
of age or older. Tho: second assumption concerned the 39,~00 
farm operators for whom population information was not avail· 
able. These operators and other members of their households are 
not represented in the data on the farm·operator household pop· 
ulation; therefore, these farm operators had to be taken out of 
the age distribution of operators prior to subtraction to obtain 
the age distribution of non-operator household members. The num· 

ber of such operators was small. 
Therefore, the total number of farm operators shown in 

table 4 is 5, 341, 190 rather than 5, 380, 127- the total number of 
farms and farm operators shown elsewhere in this report. (The 



64 FARMS AND FARM PEOPLE 
Table 20.-FARMS AND POPULATION IN FARM-OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS, BY DEGREE OF DEPENDENCE ON AGRICULTURE, 

FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 
[Oata are ba5ed upon a &ample. For a: description of the .sairpJe and a statement of reliability of data, see page 3. for limitations of the data, see text, page63] 

Degree of dependence 
on agriculture 

Farm-operator hou•ehol ds, total. •• , ........ , .... , • .-...... , ..... .. 

Farm-.operator household• by source of Income: 

=i~~o~~h~~h~~c!:~=~~' ~h~~: ~~i~; '~f' '''''''' '''''' •'' ''' ·''' '' ' .. •' • •' • • '• '' 
farm product.a .sold 

With other income g;~~~;;·~b;~·;~j~;··•••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alf !~h~rp~:~::~:1Jold.'' '' ''''''' '' '' '''' ''''' '' '' '''' ''''' '•• •• •'' ••• ''' · •• 

Boo 0 ' ' o 00 t I IO I 01 o IO 00 oo O O oOooOOOO 10 o I 0000000000 Ooo oOoOO 0 Io 

Farm-operator households by 1111ount of off-farm work: 
No off .. farm wQrll by operator or 
f11m~~thme~e~:· t~tal ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••. ,.,,,,,,,, 

w1th0 :th:r ~~c~~0i:~~ O ~h~~ o ~~i~; O O O O IO IO O o O IO O O O IO O O o o o o o OOH" U IO O IO o I 

W~fhfarmh pr~uc:ta sold,,.,, ••• ,,,,.,•,•,,.,,,,,.,., •• ,,, ••• ,•,.,.,,.,, •• •, 
lt ot er income greater than 
value of fnrm products sold •• ,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,, •• ,, •• ,,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,, •• 

No off .. Iarm work by operator but 
""""'w· .by familr members, •• ,, ••••••••••• , ..................... , •• ,., ••• ,.,, •••• 

1th other 1ncome Jess than value 

W
'?f farm pr~ucts sold,.,, •• ,,,,,,,.,,.,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,, 
1th other income greater than 
value of farm products sold,,,,,,,,,,,••••••··••••••••,,,,, •. •••, •• ,.,, •• 

Some off-farm work by operator., •••••• •••.••••••••••••••• ••• ,••••• .•••••• ,, •• 
1 to 99.days ••••• ~········••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

With other .u1come less than 

W
!aJue of I~rm products soJd,,, •• ,, ••••, •• , ,,,, ,, ,, ,,. ,, ,,, , ,, , ,,, •• 
tth other income greater 
than value of farm products 
sold,,, •• ,.,••• .•••• ,, ••. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,, •. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 

to 49 dnya,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,, ••••••••••• ,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,, 1 , 

With other .income Jess th:tn 
~alue of form products sold,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,.,, •• ,,,,,,,.,, 

W1 th other income greater 
than Ya lue of farm 
p:roducts sold,, •• ,.,,.,,,., •• , •• , •••• ,, •• ,,,,, •••• ,,, •• ,~., •• ,., •• , 

50 t':1 99 d11ys,,., •••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .• ,, •••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
With other income Jes.a thnn 

vnlue of farm products sold,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,, •• , ••• ,,, •• ,,,,,,••,,,. 
With other income greater 

than value of farm 
products sold.,,.,,., ••• ,.,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,.,.,.,,,,., •• , •• ,,, •• ,, 

100 day~ or more •• ,,,,., •• ,.,.,, .•• ,,.,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,,, .......... , ••••••••• 
W1 th other income less thnn 

vnlue of farm products sold,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,.,.,.,,,,,,,, •• ,., ••. , •. , 
With otber income grenter 

than value of farm 
products sold,,., •• ,.,,., ••.. , •••.••.•• , , • , , • , , • , , , ••••• , •• , •••••• 

100 to 1.99 dnya+••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·~··•••••••••••••'•••••• 
With other income less th.an 

value of farm products sold.,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,.,., ...•••••••••• ,,,,, • 
With other income greater ' 

than value of fn.rm 
products sold,,,.,.,, •• ,,,.,,,, •••• ,,,, •• , ••••• ,, •• ,, •• ,,,,,,, ••••• 

200 days or more.,, •• ,,, ••• ,., •• ,,,,,•••, ••••• ,•••••••••••••••·•••••••. 
With other .income less thnn 

Y&}Ue of f"lrm products sold,,., •• ,,,.,,, ••• , •• ,., •• ,,..,,.,,,•••••,•• 
With otlun income greo.ter 

t.han value of Inrm 
products .sold,,.,, •• ,,.,,.,, ••• , ••• ,,, •• ,, •• •,,., •• •,,,.,,,,,,,,,,, 

All other households •• ,, ••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1IncJudes only farm-operator households for which population dn;ta are available, 

Farm~ 

operator. 
households 1 

total 1 

5,341,190 

2' 030, 712 

1,444, 194 

1,615,063 
251,221 

2,617,677 
2,030, 712 

335, 602 

251,363 

418, 353 

250,479 

167. 874 

2,053,939 
854,389 

648,Bll 

205, 578 

.176,819 

482, 191 

94, 628 

277. 570 

166,620 

110,950 

I, 199, 550 

209, 302 

990,248 

301, 353 

94, 571 

206, 782 

898,197 

114, 731 

783,466 

251,221 

latter figure differs slightly from the final count of fanns and 
·rann operators in thel950Census of Ai!riculture because of round
ing of the expansion factors used in processing the sample data.) 
The figure 5, 341,190 (and comparable figures for its components) 
has been used in other tables where data on operators from the 
Population Census are shown or where comparisons are made be
tween Ianns and population or operators and population. 

fertility ratlos.-As noted on the tables, the fertility 
ratios are also based on data for children in !arm-operator fa~
i lies and for women in farm-operator households. The figures on 
total women include proportionate shares of the women tabulated 
as of unknown age. Because necessary data on women by age and 

Population Percent distribution 

Form• Population 

All ages 
Under 14 years operator 

14 years and over household.a, All ages 
Under 14 years 

total 14 years and over 

21, 875, 464 6,661,833 15,213,631 100 100 .100 100 

8, 090, 777 2,479,186 5,611,591 38 37 37 37 

6' 134, 257 l, 856, BU 4,277 ,446 27 28 28 28 

30 31 31 31 
5 4 4 4 

6, 742,585 2,058,346 4,684,239 
907 ,845 267 ,490 640,355 

49 46 45 47 
38 37 37 37 

10, 089, 236 3,913,859 7,075,377 
8, 090, 777 2,479,186 5,611,591 

1,180,375 305,293 ·875,082 

818, 084 229,380 588, 704 

l, 972, 206 431,730 1, 540,476 UI 

1,172,819 251,654 921,165 6 

799, 387 180,076 619,311 

8,906,177 2,948,754 5,957,423 
3, 708, 154 1,210,409 2,497,745 

38 41 « 39 
16 17 18 16 

2,855,432 991,683 1,863,749 12 13 15 12 

852,722 218, 726 633' 996 4 

2,486,841 810,349 1,676,492 11 11 12 11 

2,095,178 716 ,786 I ,378,392 10 11 

391,663 93,563 298,100 

1,221,313 400,060 821,253 

760,254 274. 891 485,357 

461,059 125,163 335,896 

5, 198,023 1,738,345 3,459,678 22 24 26 23 

92.1,631 308, 181 617 ,450 4 

4,272,392 1,430,164 2. 842. 228 19 20 21 19 

1,332,503 467' 071 865 ,432 6 

413' 325 139, 516 273,809 

919,178 327. 555 591,623 4 

3, 865,520 1,271,274 2,594,246 17 LB 19 17 

512,306 168,665 343,641 

3,353,214 1, 102' 609 2,250,605 15 15 17 15 

907 ,845 267 ,490 640,355 4 

marital status were not available, all women of unknown ·age allot

ted to ages 15 to 49 years were assumed to be single. 
The age-specific rates are based largely on tabulations of 

children by age of mother in households containing only one woman 
ever married-assuming that this woman was the mother of all of 
the children in that family. The distribution of children by age 
of mother in households containing two or more 'M'.lmen ever married 
was estimated indirectly from age-specific rates for 'M'.lmen ever 
married in households containi nft only one 'M'.lman of this marital 
status. About 306,000 .children under Syears of age, or 17 percent 
of all children of this age, were in households containing two or 
more women ever married. 
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