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PREFACE 

Volmno I, CounticR nud Stat.c Bconomic Aron.A, is one of tho fonr principal rnports pre­
stmting tho resultH of the 1050 Consns of Agriculture nnd rolatecl progrnrns of i;he Seventeen th 
Decennial Cm1sus. This volume, in :H parts, presents the compilation of the information 
given by farm operators t.o Census enumerators in 1050. 

The 1\J50 Census of Agriculture was taken in conformity with the Act of Oongrc!'ls 
providing for the fifteenth and subHequcnt decennial ccnRuses, approved ,June 18, Hl2!l, 
as amcuded. 

The collect.ion of the data was carriod out by CellR\IH emuneratorA under the direction 
of !'lupcrvi::iorH appointed by tho Director of t;!w Census and working under the direction of 
Lowell T. Galt., Chiof, Field Division. The planning of the consu8 and the compilation 
of the <itatist.icR w0ro :mporviHocl hy llay Hurley, Chiclf, Agri(i11lt.uro DiviRion, and Warder 
B. ,Jenkin,;, A8HiRLant, Chief. 1:1wy wore itsRiHted by Hilton E. Robison, Alvin T. M. Leo, 
Harold C. Phillip::;, Floyd W. Berger, Loh; Hutchison, Glady,; L. Eagle, Orvillo M, Slye, 
Henry A. Tuokor, and Orvin L. Wilhite. The mechanical tnbulation, by eloct.rical ·ma­
ehinos, was made undor the suporvif.iion of C. F. Van Aken. The map,; were proparod 
undor tho Hupcrvh;ion of Clarence E. BatRehelot, Geographer. 

Acknowlec!gmenL is made of tho technical aAsb1tance and tho loan of technical pernormol 
by the United States Department of Agriculture in the planning, the enumeration, and the 
compilation of tho 1950 Census of Agriculture. 

August 1952 
III 



UNITED STATES CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1950 

REPORTS 
Volume I,-Counties and State Economic Areas.-Statistics for counties include number of farms, 

acreage, v11luc, and farm operators; farms by si;r,c,. by color and tenure of operator; facilities and equipment, 
farm labor, and fam1 expenditures; livestock 1u1d Jivestoek products; i,;peeified crops harvested; farms and 
farm characteristics for commercial farms; forms classified by value of farm products sold, by type of farm, 
and by economic class; and value of products sold by source. 

Data for State economic areas include farms 1rnd far1u characteristics by size of farm, by tenure of oper­
ator, by type of farm, and by economic clttss. 

Volume I will be publiHhcd in :H pm'ts as follows: 

Purt Stnlt1 or Stntcs 

1 New Euglnnd Statp,;: 
Maiuc. 
New IIampKhirc. 
Vermont. 
MasHachnHcrtiK. 
H.hocle fali:iml. 
Connocticu t .. 

2 Micldle Atlautit1 States: 
Now '{ork. 
New ,Jer>my. 
Pmurnyl vania. 

EMt Nortf1 Contml: 
3 Ohio. 
·! Indiana. 
5 Illinois. 
(\ Michigan. 
7 Wisconsin. 

Wm;t North Conbral: 
8 Minnesota. 
9 Iowa. 

10 Misimmi. 
11 North Dakota and Sout.h Dakottt. 
12 NebraHka. 
13 Kansas. 

South Atl11utill: 
14 Delaware, Marylaucl, DiKtrict of Colmnhia. 

l'mt State or Stute8 

Sou th Atlantic-Continued 
15 Virginia ttncl West Virginiti. 
16 North Carolina aucl South Ci:irolina. 
17 Georgia. 
18 Florida. 

East South Central : 
Hl Kentucky. 
20 TenncRsue. 
21 Alabami:i. 
22 MiRsiss1ppi. 

West South Central: 
23 Arlmusm;. 
211 Lo nisiana. 
25 Oklahomn. 
26 Toxas. 

Mountain: 
27 Montana. 
28 Irlaho. 
20 Wyominµ; and Colorado. 
30 Now Mnxico aml Arizona. 
31 Utah niul Nevnda. 

l'aeilic: 
32 Wnshinµ;t,011 and Oregon. 
33 Ctilifomia. 
34 Ttll'l'it.orie8 111Hl po::;Hessiom;. 

Volume II.-General Report.-Statistics by Subjects, United States Census of Agriculture, 1950, Sum­
mary d1ittt and mm1yl-loK of the ditta for St~ttes, for Geogmphic Divisions, 1i,ml for the Uuitml St1ites l>y snb­
jects us illustrnted by the chapter titlc1:1 listed below: 
----------~~~--·-

Olmptt•r 

I 
II 

III 

IV 
v 

VI 

Farms 11ml Ltu1d in Fmmi;, 
Age, ncHidence, Youn\ OU Farm, Work 

otr F11rm. 
Fnrm Facilities, ll<mcli;, Tmding Cen­

tor, Farm l•:qniprncmt .. 
Farm Labor and Fo,rm J1;xpe11dituros. 
Farm Mortgagei;, lfann 'faxes, Caflh 

Rent. 
Livm1tock and Livtistock ProductH. 

VII 
VIII 

IX 
x 

XI 

XII 
XIII 

Field CropH and V cp;e!;ahleH. 
I<'rnits and Nnt~, Hortieulturo.1 Special Lies, 

I<orest; Prodncts. 
Valtw of Farm Proclnct.s. 
Kizn of Farm. 
Color, Hi:im~, 1111d 'l\n1nre of F11rm 

Operntnr: 
Economie Ch1sR of Fitrm. 
Type of l•'u.rm. 

Volume III.-Irrigation of Agricultural Lands.-Stnte rcportH with d1tta for c'tHmlfos and <lminage lntsius 
and a summary for the United States, including m1mhor of cuturpri~es, irrig11tion worlrn 1w<I uqnipment, 
source of water, new e1ipital investment sincm l\l40, coHt of irrig1ttion water, 1t11111her of fm'lllH and acreage 
irrigated, and quitutity of witter used for irrig1ttio11 purposes. 

'l'hc State reports will lie issued aH sepamte pints of Volume III as folluwi;: 
==7=============-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-.::-·=-====-.::-""···====.::-=-=-=-..::::::::::::::::::~.::::::=.:.:::.::.::=~::.::~.::.::;;::--~·-,::;;;:::.::::::::-..-::.:::.:-..::.::;;;:;;.:: 

l'nrt \ 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
(\ 

7 
8 
\) 

Stntu 

Al'izona. 
Arkansi:is and Oklahoma. 
California. 
Colorado. 
Florida. 
Idaho. 
Kansas. 
Louisiana. 
Montana, 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
1() 
17 
18 

, _____________ _ 
NobraRlctt. 
Nevad11. 
New Mexico. 
North Dakota and Son~h Dakota. 
Oroµ;on. 
Texas. 
lJt,ah. 
Washington. 
Wyoming. 

---------~--·-"------·------------------ -----·--------
Volume IV.-Drainage of Agricultural Lands.-Statc reportA with stiitistics for counties ttnd a summm·y 

for the United States. One part ouly. Dttta 011 land in dmi1111go cnterpri~el:l, number u.ncl typos of enter­
prises, eost of drttinage, indebtedness, assessments, nnd drainngc works. 

IV 



MICHIGAN 

lli;rit.ory of the census of o.itriculture •... ,,,,, .. ,., ,, ....•• , . , , . , , , , , , , , , , ••••• , , , 
l.e,p:al bnsia for the 1950 Census of A~ricult11rr. ..... ., ............ , .......... , • ., , 
Tite cnumerRtion •• ,,,,,,.,,,,, .••. ,, ••..... ,., .... ,,,,,,,,,,,,., .. ,,,,,.,, •• ,,,, .• 
Oue.a t.ionnn i rea used for the l'>!iO C'.ensus of A~ricul ture, •.•. , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , 

~AMPl.ING 

DQacription of the sornple for the 1950 C~nsus .. , ••.•• ,,., ,, , , , , , ... , ,, .. , •••••··· 
'Oescriptic)n of the HttmJ)l6: for tl1e lQ45 Censuo. ... , ...... , ...... ,., ...... ,,,.,, , •• , 
Adj U:H tment.. of the sample.,,., .•••.....••.. , ..• , ••• , •..•• ,,, ..• ,.,,,,.,, ••••.••• ,. 
£loliRbility 0~ estimates bnscd on the 81\mple,,.,,,,,,,., """""""''''"'''" 
~1t::t.lao~I of r.at1mnt,iun •.• ,,, •.••••• ,,,,,,,,,.,,.,, •• , •••• ,,,,,,,.,,,.,,, ••••••••• ,, 

1.AHGF FAllMS 
r:1~i teria .•.. ' ........... ' ... ' .• ' ...... ' .•............•. ' ..........•...••. ' '' .... . 

PllKSENTATTON Of STATISTICS 
gtn_ tc tnhles •... , ... , ...••• ,,,,, .. , .. , .. ,,,,,,, •••. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,, ••• ,,,,,,, 
(~otu1t.y t11Llcn.,,,, ,, , . , , ,, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , •••.• , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
St." tot~ economic nrtin tables., .• , .. ,, ...... ,,,,,,,.,, .• ,, •. ,., •• , •• ,.,,, •• ,,,,,,,,, 
.._1inor- l:ivil divisiou tublc9,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Stu.Le r.conomic nrens •••.••• , , • , , , , , , , , , • , •. , , • , , • , ••• , , , • , , , , , ••• , , •• , • , • , , , , , , , , 
C.-Ompnrnlii l i ty of <lnt.11 for vnriouB censuses,,,,, ••• ,.,, .. , 1,,,,.,.,,,., .. ,,,,,,,,. 

llFFINlTJONS ANll l·'.XPl.ANATJON!'i 
GENEHAI. FARM INFOHMATION 

'f'hc r.rn!lus llntn •••......••••.•.•..•••.••.••... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .• 
A !nl'm., ...•••. , ••..••.................•.•••.... , ., ....•....•••.........•.....••• 
Enumf'lrl\1..ion nf lnnd lncnted in murc~ t.hno mm county,, .••. ,, .•• ,., ..•. ,,,, ••• ,., •• 
f'a rm upt':ra tors., •. , .. , , , . , .... , , .. , , ...•......... , . , ......•... , , . , , . , ... , • , . , ...• 

r·'nrm.s r<?p.urting or uper"torR rcporlinR•,, ... • •,, · .. , • • • • • • +,, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
l..ond 01i1rnr.t!, rt!ntf"tl 1 and nmnngcd .•.•. ,.,,, .•••.. , .•.•• , ••• ,,,., .••.• , •• ,, .•. , ••••• 
l..n ncl owned, .••.•• , ... , . , ..• , , , •....•.... , , .. , • , •......•.•........ , , • , • • . · ..•. · · • • 
l ... a.n·d rentr.tl frum ~1ther.11 •...•.•••. ,, ••.•••.••••••...••••••• , •.• • • · .... • • • • •• · • • · · • 
l .. Rnd rented to ulherB •••.••.••••.•••• , , , , ...•••.•.•..••••••..... •• .•. · · · •. ••. • •• · 

l..and :nr<':u •••••••••••• , ,, ..••••••••• ,,,,, ....•••••.••••• ••, •... •• ········••••••··· 
L..and in fnrma •••••.•.•••••.•.•••.•••.••••. , •.••.•..••••••..•.••••....•. ····•••••• 
Vl\lur. Hf lnnd nud buildinf:;s.,, ••.••• , ••• , ••• , , , .••.•••• · ....•• • • ., ....•• • •••••• · • 
Ap::e of opcrntore,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• , ..••.. 
r'esidence nf Jnrm operutor •.•••..•.•........••..•.••..•..•..........•.••.•.•••... 

Yenr.s 011 present form (year bcp:l\n ll(H''lrntinn of pr~armt f11.r111), .•...•..•••••.• ,,,,, 
(Jff-fnrrn work nnd other income.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ............................. . 
Srlecified fncilitiea-., .,, ••••••••••••.•••..••.••••••• ,., ..••..•. ·•••••••••· •.••• · 
8r1cci fi,~d cquiptnent on fl\rme ••. , •. , •.••• , .•••.•••••••. • • •.,., ·. · · ••• · • • • • •• · · · • · • 
Cl .ossi f1cntion of farms by clna~ of work powor ........... ," ........... • "" ·"" 

CONTENTS 
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DEFINITIONS A~D EXPLANATIONS-Continued 
GENERAL FARM lNFOmlATION.....C.ntinu•d 

Form la.Lor ••••• ,,,.,,,. , , , , • , , , , , , • , , , ••• , , , • , , , , , •• , . , ••••••• , ••• , •••• , ••• , , , , •• 
Specified Ia:nn '8Xpw:inditure.a.,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,., ••• , ••••• , , , •••• , , , ••••••••• ,, , • 
Farm mortf{age.e,,,,,, . , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , •• , •••• , , •••••• , • , • , • , , , • , , , , , , , •• , •• 
Pa.rm taxes.,, , . , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , • , • , • , ••• , , , • , • , • , , , , • , , , • , , •• , • , • 
Co.ah rent. , , , , . , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , • , , •• , •• , •• , , , , •• , •• , , , 

IRRIGATION 

lrriRl\tc<l fn.rms,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••••••••••••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
l.nnd in farms irriLtRtcd,,, .•.•••••..••••••.•••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
lrrigutcd lnnfl in £arms according to use., •• , ••• ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,.,,,.,,,,, 

LIVESTOCK 
Milk cowsj cows milked; mill< production,,,.,.,,,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, 
Sowa and gilts fart'owinR•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••··•••••••··• 
Sheep and lo.mbs nnd wool •••••• ,, •• ,., ••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,.,,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
C'ionta and mahair ••••.•• ,.,, •••• , •••• ,,,,,,.,.,, .• ,,,,.,,,,.,., •. ,,,, .• ,,,, •.. , ••• 
B.ees nnd honey, •••••••••••••••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Vnlue: of livestock on farms •••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,, 
l.i veQtack product1:1 •• ,, , , , , , • , • , , , , , , , • , , , , , . , , , , , , • , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , ... , , , , , , , , , 

CJ\OPS 
Crops horvesta<l.,, •• ,. , , , • , •• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , , , , , 
Co-rn .•• , •• , •• ,,,,,.,,.,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
AnnnRl leRllmC.Q,., •• , •• ,,,.,,,.,.,,.,., •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,, •.• ,,,, ... ,,, •• , .• ,, 
r~11y crops •••• '' ••... ' ' ' .• ' •• ' ••• '' •• ' •• ' •••• '. ' •.••••• ' .••.. '' '.' '' '' ••• ' •• ' ..••• 
Clovr.r need, nlf.el£11, p;rnss, and other field seed crops,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,, 
Irish potetoc;Y and swaetpotntoca,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• , •••• , , •• , •••••,,,,, ••• , , , 
Bet'ries nnd other sme.11 fruits,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Tree fruito, nuts, nnd p:1·npe11,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••.•••.•••••• 
Nursery and ftrcenhouac products,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• , ••...• ,,, ••• , ...• , •••• ,.,,.,. 
Value of ere-pa harvastecl.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,, 

CLASSIFICATION Of FAOMS 
FnrmB by .aiie,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, •••••.••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
FnrmR by ten\lre of optrntor,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,.,,, •• ,., .•.•• ,.,,,.,,.,, 
Farms by color or race: of operator.,,,,.,,,,,.,.,.,,, •••• ,.,.,.,. 1 ,,,.,,,.,,,,.,, 
Fn1·ms by ccDnomic cloaa ••. ,,,,,, •• ,,,,, .•• ,,, .•••••• , •••. ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, •• , •• , .• , 
f'nl'ma by type,,, •• ,.,,, .• ,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, 

Valu-e of fo.rm products sold .• ,,,,,,,, •••••••.•••••.••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
Poultry 11n.lea,,,,, ,,, ••• ,,,,, ,, .•••.•.•••••••••••.• , .. ,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,, 

Ul fferencel$ in datl\ prosontod by countitrn 1md by State QConomic nreiu.,,,,.,,,,,, 

C11apter A-STATISTICS FOR TllE STATE 

St.ate Tuhle-
l. -Ft1rm3, ncrea.g(~, l'lnd vnlue: Cenauses of 1920 to 1950 ••.•......... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••••••••• 
2.-Fnrm:i liy si1.c: Censuses of 1920 to lQS0 •.••..••••.•••••. ,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,., •••• 

:l.-Fnrms by color nnd tenul'e of operator: C'.ensusr.a of l<>20 t.O 1950,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,, .• , .... ,.,,,,,,,.,, •• , ••••• 
4.-Cosh renl p1~1d for fnrm lond and LuildinRs~ Cen$UflCS of 1930 to 1Q50 .•.. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••••••• 

5.-Farm opernturs by color, reside:nce 1 off-fnrm work, n.p:c. nnd yeat's o:n present. fnrm: Ccnst11.:1es of 1920 to t950 ....................................................... . 
f1.-f1"te.nf e.numerntion: Ccn.suscs of 19~0 n~tl 1945 .. , .•.....•••.• ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
7.-~pec1ficd facilities und equipment, tradu1g <!entet•, and roods: Censueeis of 1920 to 1950,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., •• ,.,,. 
O.--i1<1tortrudrn, troc:Lors, .nnd nutomobiles on farms, clo.ssified by ycnr of model: Censuses of 1950, 1945, and 1940 ........ ,,,.,,,,, ...................... , ........ ,,., 
Q,-l-'.n1·m luhor Bnd apr.cifictl fnrm expencliturins; Cen11uaes of 1920 to 1950,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••••.•••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
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INTRODUCTION 
History of the census of agricnlture.-'l'he first National census 

of agriculture was taken in conneetiou with the Sixth Deeeunial 
Census of Population in 1840. Sinee 18·10, a censuA of agriculturo 
has been taken in conjunction with tho census of population in each 
decennial enumeration. Congress firRt provided for a mid-decennial 
agriculture ccn::;us to be taken in 1!l15, but becauHe of World War I 
this ceui,;ui; was not i;aken. CongreHH again provided for a rnicl­
decennial agriculture censu::; to be t;aken !l.H of .Tnnuary 1, 1925. 
Since HJ20, there hai; been a Ji'oderal ccnRUl:l of agriculture every 
fifth year. 

Legal basis for the 1950 Census of Agrioulture,-A11thorizatio11 
for the 1050 Ccmsus of Agriculture waH made in tho act of CongreHfl, 
approved June 18, rn2n, providing for the fifteenth aucl sul>scqucnt. 
decennial censuRes. This act. also provided for a co11sus of 
agriculturo in 1 !135 au cl evory IO years thereafter. 

The enumeration.-About. !:l woclrn prior to tho eousu:; chito of 
April 1, 1950, agricul Luru qum;tiomutires wore clistrilmtocl t;o box 
holders in rural areaH and to box holclorH in otlwr areas 11ot having 
city-type mail d<llivery i11 all States except. North Carolina, SonLh 
Carolina, Gcorgfa, Alabama, MiHsissippi, I,ouhiiaua, and in 05 of 
the 75 count.ies in Arka11HllH, The agric1111;tu·o quost.ionnairos 
distributed wore aocompanicd by n lettOl' asking farm operators 
t.o examine the qnmitionnail'e a1trl answer nH many of t.he quot'lt.inns 
as possible prior to Hie vfr;it of tlw Cemms ommwrator. Thi:-; 
method of enumeraticm was desiµ;nml to help the e1111memtor ancl 
t.he farmer and t.o obtain more ac:eurnfo in formation 1.han in former 
censuseR. Emunorat.ms were 1·equir()(l to vh·dt ene!t farm to pick 
up, complete, or fill thn ngriculLme questionnairo and to obtliiu 
tho required information m1 po1mlution aud ho11siug. ThiH proce­
dure enabled farm 011eratorH to becomo fnrniliar with the Jdrnfa of 
informat.ion required for Urn censuH and also onablccl thorn t.o check 
their recordH prior to tho vhlit of the CcmHnR mm11HH'ator and to 
compile any data needed for answeri11g the inquirieH on the q11m1-
t.ionnaire. 'Even if tho form operator had filled out tho agrieulturc 
questionnaire, the Census enumerator was inst.rnct.od to examine 
t.he entries to determine that all requirod entries had been properly 
made. 

Pla11s for the 1050 Census included four proviHiouR deHignecl to 
inHure completeness of coverage of the cmurns of ngricnHure. 
First, the questionnaire used for the eensus of population co11tai11ed 
two possible inquiries for every family cmumoratcrl. One of f'.heso 
questions was: ''Is this house on a farm'?'' In caso tho answer was 
"No," the i-;ocond waR: "Is thiH house on a place of three or more 
acres?" If the auHwer to eit.her of these inquiries was "Yes," tho 
Census enumeraLor was instrnotcd to obtain an ngriculturo ques­
tionnaire from t.he per:,;on in elrnrge of the place. This procedure 
was URcd in order to i111rnre t.Jw en nmerntion of places, not locally 
conRid<ired ns fmms, with sufficient agricultural production to 
qualify as farms according i;o Census criteria. While this method 
resulted in the securing of a consiclerablc number of questionnaires 
which did not meet the criteria, it did immre the inchrnion of many 
places that might. not have been euumeratocl ot.herwi::;o. 

Second, as in Rnveral former censu:;es, enumerators in rural 
areas were instructed to indicate on their maps the location of 
every dwelling place and farm. This procedure was intenclecl to 
help the supervisor to ascertain if hh1 enumerat.orR had visited nil 
parts of the enumeration dist.riots aKsip;ned them. 

Third, prior to the census, IistH of the very largo farm:; were 
prepared from the records of the 1045 Census of Agriculture and 
were reviewed in 1049 by members of the field staff of the Bureau 

of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agriculture 
(sworn in as special agentR of 1;he Bureau of the Oenstrn) for the 
purpose of making corrections, deletions, and additions as neces­
sary. These Ji:;ts wore given to the Oem1us supervisors who were 
required to check them to see that each of Ute farms waH enumer­
nted. '!'he questionnaires obtained wore also checked with the 
liHts of larµ;e farms during the processing in the Washington 
office. (Sec Large li'arrnA, p. x.) 

Fourth, in most of the South, a specinl supplementary question­
nnirn (Landlord-Tenant Operations Ques'l;iounairc) aided iu the 
euumentt.iun of cropper and other tenant fanns compriHing parts 
of larger land holcliugs, p!autation;i, e1;c. This questionnaire was 
required when two or more agriculturc qtrnstiounaires wore needed 
for a laud holding. Enumerators were to list tho names of the 
landlord aHCl eaeh nroppm· and other tenant; and to give, for each 
listing, tho information called for ou the que1>ticmnitire. 

Questionnaires used for the 1950 Census of Agrioulture.-The 
number of inquirieR iu the l 050 Ccm1:1us of Agriculture varied from 
State fo St1Li;c. A t;otal of 41 different versions of tho qnestiou­
uniro w11H llHecl for taking the oonHnH. The questionnaires con­
t.ained from 184 to 22!) inquiries. Most of tho dilforoncr.s in tho 
nmnbor of inquiritJs rolaterl to crops. By using St.ate qne::;tio11-
1111ireH, it. W!lfl llOHHiblo to roduce the numbor of inquiries carrfod on 
1.110 qnmitionnaire for a part,icular Stai;e by elimiiiat;ing questions, 
nutinly for cropH, which were nO't applicable in that State. For 
oxamplo, rice is an important crop in only a few Statos; by the use 
of State questionnaires, it waR possible to cnnib the inquiry on rice 
from the qum:1ti01maires for all Si;atmi excopt those in which rice 
iH an import.air!; crop. AlHO, the mm of a State questionnaire made 
it pOHl:lible to have separate qumition1:1 for all tho important crops 
grown in a parl;icular State, and to obtain reports of pl'oduction in 
t.lrn unit; of measure eommonly used in tlmt; Stat.a. This variation 
in t.110 umnber of inquirios by Statos (rogionalization) was used in 
sevoral previous ceusul:loH. lt wa1:1 used to 11 greater extent in the 
1050 ConHUH, · · 

SAMPLING 

Sampling wn;i llHOd for the HJ50 Consus of Agriculturo in two 
wayH. First, ·the data on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm expemliturcs, distance to trading center, value of farm 
land ttnd buildings, taxes, mortgngc debt, etc. (Questions 306 
through 332 of the quosl;ionnairc; soc faesimilc in the appendix), 
were onumeratod for only a SAMPLI·~ of farms. Second, the use 
of a sample made possible the tabulation of a greater volume of 
data than would have been poHsible if reports for all farms had 
boon included. In fact, most of the data shown in this report by 
State economic areas are m:1timates prepared 011 the basis of tho 
t.al:iulation of data for the sample of farms. These tabulations are 
baHecl on Urn Kamo stunplo of farms as was uHed in the.enumeration. 

Description of the sample for the 1950 Census,-The sample 
nsod for the l 050 Census of Agriculture consisted of all large farm~ 
and one-fifth of all remaining farms. Parms to be included 
in the sample were scleetccl during the enumeration. The 
Census enumerator WnH given a procedure for selecting the 
fnrmH to be inolnded in the sample and he was instructed 
not to modify this procedme in any case. He was instructed 
t,o include in 1;Jrn sample and to obtain l;he additional inforrna­
tiou (answers to Questions 306 through 332) for any farm if 
t;he questio1mairo on which it was to be enumerated had a 
designated serial number. All agriculture questionnaires given 
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to Censns cnumerntors, as well ns those distributed through the 
mail, caniecl a serial number. These serial m1mbers ranged 
from 1 throup;h 5. 'l'hn designated llCdal number of the ques­
timrnairo for which tho sample information was to be obtained 
was determined by comparing the snrial number of the agri­
culture~ questionnaire with the serial number assigned ir Wash­
ington to the <mumeration district. 

Crew hmders were instructed to see that the additional infor­
mation required for farms in the sm1111Ie was obtained for all 
farms on t.110 largci farm list. During tho procmi!ling operatio11s 
in WaRhington any farm not already in t,Jrn sample that met the 
criterili for a large fn.rtn was added to Ute :>1imple and if the 11oces-
1-1ary information for itoms to be obtained only for farmR in tho 
Hamplu had not lwcm sncured, tho rcc1uirncl data were obtained 
by mail. 

Description of the sample for the 1945 Census.-The H1unple of 
farms t11wd in 19.J 5 was only abont ove-third as Jarµ/> as 
tlrnt nRed in 1950 and waH selected hy a cliiformrt method. In 
19·!5, c>aclt county wai-1 di.vidod into cross sections of small aroas 
avoru.ging 2.5 sqw1re miles ill Rizo aud coutaiuinp; about. 5 farms 
each. A Hample of 1 out; of every 18 of these small aretui or sample 
sep;mmits was solectocl and all farms having their 1wadquartcrs 
within Uw ::!Glected m·caR were designntml as :,;ample forms, and 
were enumerated on questionnaire:-; containiug the supplementary 
qucstiorni in addition to tlrn questions asked of nonHarnplc farms. 
In HM5, a:-; in 1950, tho sampling plan providod for the inclusion 
of approximatnly G0,000 large farms 1·egardlemi of their location. 

Adjustment of the sample,-Au ndjuHtmeut in the siimplc wiiR 
madl\ for t.hc pmposc of (1) improving thn reliability of the llsti­
uu:i,t(lH from the Rnmplo by a process eR8<mti£tlly cq td valcnt to st•rat­
ifylng the farml:l in tho sample by Hizc and economic class of farm 
and (2) ro<lucing biases introduced because Cllusus enmm1rators 
did not follow pcn·fccUy the method outlined for selecting the 
farm13 iu the sample. 

Ccwms enumorators dirl 1wt always cnrrectly follow the sampling 
procedure for selecting farms to be inolucled iu the :-;ample, In 
p;eneral, munnorators had a tcmdency to includo the larger and 
bettm· farmH in the sample. Analyses indicated that more reliable 
estimateR would be obtained if tho farms iu the Rample were iu 
nffeat l:ltratified by size and by economic class before the estimates 
wore prcpart>d on the basis of the sample. 

In order to adjust. the sample for each economic arna, eountll 
were obtained of all farms and of sample farms by sizo and eco­
nomic clasf! groups. Tho cormsponding counts for tbc sample 
worn then compared with the number to be expected for the 
sample (tho total count for all farms divided by 5) and an adjust­
ment wa!l made so that the sample count, equaled it;s expected value. 
Adjustments were made in tho sample by eliminating farms when 
too many were included for a specified class in an economic area 
or by duplicating farms when too few wern included. The farms 
eliminated or duplicated for a class were selected at random from 
counties over- or under-represented in the class. The gross adjust­
ments involved were relatively small in most; areas, averaging 3 
percent eliminated and 2 percent duplicated for all areas in the 
United States. 

'£his adjustment procedure achieved most of tho tednction in 
the sampling enors of t.hc estimates for Stato economic areas 
that could have been realized by a more complicated method of 
estimation by which separate totals would be tabulated by size 
and economic class groups, estimates prepared group by group 
on the basis of tho actual sampling ratio in the group, and the 
group estimates combined to provide the estimates for the econom­
ic area. This adjustme11t procedure also tended to reduce the 
effects of possible biases introduced by failure of some enumer­
ators to follow strictly ·the rules for selecting the sample farms. 

Reliability of estimates based on the sa.mple.-The figures based 
on the tabulation of data for only a sample of farms are subject 
to sampling errors. When data based on only a sample of farms 

are shown in the Hame table with enumerated clata for all farms, 
the data brniod ou a sample are shown in italics. Approximate 
measures of tho sampling reliability cf cst;imat;cs are given i11 Stal'e 
Tables 28, 21.l, and 30 for farms rcpcrting and for item tot.ab;. 

These measures indicate t.he general level of sampling relia­
bility of the estimates, but do uot include adequate allowances for 
sources of error other than sampling variation, as for example, 
errors in original data furniRhed by farmers. Sources of error 
other than sumpling may be relatively more important than 
sampling variation, especially for totals for a State. 

In general, the measures of Rampling reliability preRented arc 
conservntive, in that they tend to overestimate t.hc variat.ions in 
the sample estimates, because: (1) maximum fignrcH ink11fled to 
servo for all State economic areas were used 1rnrl (2) the predictecl 
limit.ii of error do not take into ccmsideratfon that complete data 
wore tahulntcd for all large farmR. Consequently, there is a tcmcl­
eney to overestimate the variations in the sample especially for 
groups for which the totals for large farms roprcsent. a high pcr­
eontago of the item totals. Data for large farms for o 11111n lmr of 
itemH are given in State Table 13. Tho data in this table indicate 
for each item t.he proportion of the St;ate total represeutecl by large 
furnrn. 

Tho estimated sampling reliability for number of fanm; and 
farms reporting specified items is given in State Table 28. Data in 
State Tables 2\J and 30 arc given to assist in detormining the gen­
eral level of sampling l'eliability of cst.imat.od totals. In State 
'!'able 30 a litit of the items is given and tho kwel of ~ampling ro­
liability as shown in State Table 20 is indicated. By referring to 
8tate Table 20 in t.he column for the levcil of Hampling reliability 
clesig11atocl in State Table 30, t,he sampling error according to the 
nmnbm• of farms reporting mny be obtained. Hf.uto Tttlllmi 28 
and 21) show percentage limits, such that tho chaneos iire about 
2 iu 3 that tho difference between the ostimateH hmmcl on the 
:mrnplc and t.110 figures that would have been ohl.ained from a tab­
ulation for nll farmH would be less than tho limit speuified. How­
ever, the chances are 99 in 100 that tho difference would bo less 
than two and one-half t.imes the percent.age limit giveu in tho table. 

The data in State Tables 28 and 21.l indicato that when t,he num·· 
bcl' of fa!'ms reporting specified items is small, tho item totals are 
subject to relatively large sampling errors. Nevert.holeHs, the ciom­
plcte detail for every clnsHificat.ion for each item is prnHented 
to immre maximum u01cfnluc>ss for obtaining CJHt.imatcH for any 
combinations of itoms that may be dcl:lirr.cl. P()rcent.ttge figurc!s 
and averages derived from t.he tables will gcmerully havo greatur 
reliability than the estimated totals; also ~ignificant putterus of 
relationship mtty sometimes he observed even though Uw inclivid­
ual data are subject to relat;ivcly large 1mmpling errors. 

Method of estimation.-All data shown in this report which iiro 
based ou n sample of farms have been expanded to roprmiont fig­
ures for all farms. These expanded figures were obtained by 
multiplying by five the totals tabulated from the Hamplo for all 
except the large farms, and adding totals tor large fumui. 

LARGE FARMS 
Plans for the 1950 Census of AgJ'ir.ulture included spooial pro­

visions to insure the enumeration of all large fa.rm operating units. 
For Census purposes, any farm that met any of five criteria was 
consid<'red a large farm. T11e criteria arc shown in the following 
table: 
Criteria 

Western States.1 Other States. 
Land in farms 5,000 acres or more 1,000 acres or more 
Total cropland (crop-

land harvested+ crop-
land pastured+crop-
land not harvested 
or pastured) 1,000 acres or more 750 acres or more 

1 Ariz., Calif., Colo., Idaho, Kans., Mont., Nebr., Nov., N. Mex., N. Dnk., Okla.' 
Ore1>., S. Dak., Tox., Utah, Wash., and Wyo, 
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Cattle of all ages 
Sheep of all ages 
Vaine of farm products 

sold or to be sold 

500 or more 200 or mor<> 
'l,000 or more 500 or more 

$70,000 or more $70,000 or more 
In Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, Sont,h Carolina, andJ,onisiana, 

and in specified counties in Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Florida, Arkansas, and Texas, the 
criteria applied to the totals for the entire landlord-tenant opera­
tion, plantation, or other type of large farm holding. If the land­
lord-tenant operation qualified as a large farm, tho homo farm 
portion of the landlord-tenant operation was considered a large 
farm even though tho home farm operating unit did not itself meet 
the criteria for a large farm. 

PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS 
This report presents data from tho HJ50 Census of AgricnHnro 

with comparable data from previous censuses, beginning with 
11!20. Data are presented for the State, for each county, and for 
State economic areas. I<or each of these areas, the t;ablcR present; 
some information which is not shown in the tables for either of the 
other areas. 

State tables.-Tbe St11te tables present clitfal for tlwse itemH fur 
which historical figures are available for censu:.;es prior t,o Hl45. 
'fhoy present dat,a for some items whieh are not shown in the 
count,y or Htate economic area ta!JleH; for exumplo, taxcH and cash 
rent. They a!Ho show some items from the 1050 CemmH that are 
carried in tho county or State oconomic area tables for which Lherc 
is additional informatioi1 (ot;hcr than historical), for example, 
wage rates. 

County tables.-Couuty tables contain some data for most of 
the items on the Hl50 Questionnaire. However, they do not con­
tain all the available information; for example, t;he data for furmH 
by size of farm and by tenure of opemtor arc given, in part, iu tho 
county tables but in greater detail in the State oconomic m·en 
tables. Most data by economic claAH of farm and by t;ype of farm 
are not given in the county tnhlr.H, but they are given in the State 
tables and in the State <icouomic nrea tableH. li'or most, itoms the 
available comparable data from tho 1 !l45 Cemm::; are also Hhown in 
these county tables. 

State economic area tables.-Thesc tablos preKent frequency 
distribtttions of farms report.ing specified items, such as operators 
by age, corn by acres harve:;ted, cattle and calves by number on 
hand, cte. They also present detailed data on farms and farm 
characteristics by several classifieations, namely, size of fa.rm, 
tenure of farm operator, economic elaHs of farm, and t;ypc of fa.rm. 
Farm counts are also shown for classifications within classificatiomi, 
for example, size of farm by tenmc of operator, 1:iize of farm by 
economic class of farm, and size of farm by i;ypo of farm, otc. 

Minor civil division tables.-Data for most of tho items inelnded 
in the Hl50 Census were tabulated by minor civil cliviHions. '.l'hm;o 
are not included in any published reports. Information for these 
small geographic areas may be obtained by paying t,he coRt of 
checking the data and preparing statistical tableA. 

State economic areas.-State ceonomic areas represent group­
ings of counties wit,Jiin a State. The counties comprising a State 
economic area have similar agricultural, c!emogrnphie, climatic, 
physiographic, and cultural characteristics, BaRically, State 
economic areas have been establiHhed for the purpose of presenting 
statisticH not, only for the l \150 Census of Agriculture but also for 
the C.ensnscA of J>epnlation and Housing. In order to establfah 
area11 for all 3 of these censuses, the 48 States have been subdivided 
into501 State economic areas. (Fora description of State economic 
areas, see the Special Report of the 1050 CensuH entitled 
"State Economic Areas: A Description of tho Procedure Used in 
Making a Punctional Grouping of the Counties in the United 
States.") li'or the purpose of presenting agricultural statistics, 
most metropolitan areas have been combined with adjacent eco­
nomic areas when the number of farms and agricultural production 

of tho metropolitan area are of small importance. On the otl10r 
hand, in a few casos, because of significant differences in the 
characteristics of the agricultme within tho State economic areas, 
some State eeonomic nrcas have been subdivided in order to pre­
sent statistioH for the~ l!l50 Cemms of Agrfoulture. Outside t.lie 
metropolitan areas, the State economic areas in general arc the 
same as State typll-of-farming areas. For the United States, it 
is planned to Hhuw detailed Htatistics for approximately 362 State 
economic areas. A map showing the St;ate economic areas to 
which this re1)ort relates iH shown at the beginning of Chapter C 
of this report. 

'l'he use of State economic areas as a unit for the presentation of 
statistics has made possible many t;abulations, by size of farm, 
tennre of farm operator, economic class of farm, anc! type of farm, 
that would not have been poRRible by counties because of the cost 
of ta!Jnlation, amount of clorioal work require cl, cost of publica­
t.ion, and reliability of tho data. Since the counties comprising 
each State economic area have similar characteristics, data for a 
Stal;e economin aren may be used for describing, with reasonable 
accuracy, tho eharacte!'isticri of tho agriculture in each county 
making up t;he amn. 

Comparability of data for various censuses.-Compo.rability of 
the clata. may 1.rn afToctecl by such factors as tho month in which 
Urn eunmo1·ation waH made, the dofinHiou of a form, the wording 
of the questions, etc. When the comparability is affected to an 
appreciable extent., montion ifl made of the differenceH under tho 
specific item. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Definitions and oxplanations arc presented only for those items 
for which t;ho table descriptions aro considered inadequate .. The 
drn:rnriptivo tormH and oxpla.no.tions refer principally to the 1950 
Census of Agricultur<:1, although, in gm\eral, they are also applicable 
to e11rlior COllSlll:HJH. Tho clofiuitions consist primarily of a resume 
of the questionuaire wording, occasionally supplemented by tho 
more essential parl;H of instructions givoP to the enumerators. For 
tho exact phrasing of the inquiries iwd of tho instructions included 
on the qum:ltionnaire, rnforeuco should be mnde to tho facsimile of 
tlw 1950 Agricultm·o questionnaire shown in tho appendix. 

Au mialysis of the iuqnirics included on t.110 questionnaires and 
of the data obtained iH shown in Voltu:nc II, General Heport, Statis­
l;ics by Subjects, Unit;cd States Cousus of Agricultme, 1950. 
'.l'he general rnport presents statlstihs for States by subject 
matter. 

G!!NERAL FAl~M INPORMATION 

The census date.-1'hc Hl50 Census of Agriculture was taken as 
of April 1, 1950. Inventory items relate to approximately that 
date. Data on acreage and quantity of crops harvested are for 
the crop year of 1049. Data 011 tiales of crops relate to crops pro­
duced in the crop year of l 049; data on sales of livestock relate to 
the calendar year of 19•19; data on sales of livestock products 
relate i;o tho productio11 in the calend11r year of 1940. Although 
the section heading on the quest!onnairo specified April 1 for all 
inventory items, the individual inquiries did not l'Ofor to any 
date. Therefore, tho rcplieri may represont tho date the question­
naires wore filled. The questionnaires wore generally filled within 
a few clays following April 1. The act providing for the census 
requires Urnt no enumerator be assigned a larger area than ho 
can enumerate completely in 30 days from the census date. This 
provision was nrnclci for the purpose of emmrlng promptness in 
the completion of the enumeration. However, because of weather, 
roads, or other conditious, a longer period may have been reriuired 
fo1· the emunora.tion in Romo cases. The average date of enumer­
ation of the 1950 Ccusus for each county is given in County Table 
4, and the porcentage of farms enumerat;ed by vMlous dates for 
the State is given iu State Table 6. The date on which the enumer-
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a.tor obtained tho inforrnati()n required for the census of agricul­
ture mav affect t.lrn statistics been.use of changm1 that occurred 
between· tho eensus date and the actual dato of IHl\lmeration. 

A farm.--For tho 1050 ConHUH of Agriculture, plticcs of 3 or 
more acres w11ro couuted as forms if the value of ngricultura,l 
products in l!l49, cxclusivo of homo gardomi, amo1mtcd to $150 
or mm·e. Tlw 11.gricultm·al product8 could have !wen either for 
homo uso or for saln. Pl11oc;; of los8 than 3 acres wern oouutcd 
as farms only if the value of sales of agricultural products in 
19,ig ammmt.ed to $150 or mort\, Pl!ic11H ~1pcrntcd iu 19•19 for 
which t,110 valuo of agricmlturn,l prod11cti> in 1 ~MG wnii1 lesi'\ than 
theso minima bocmuso of crop failnro or l}f:her 111111:-;ual Hitirntion, 
and pla.<.ws optmitml in 19ii0 for t.Jrn fir;;l; time wem conntod us 
forms if iwrmally tlw.v could be expoct1\d tn prod\lce thm;o mini­
mum quantit.fos of farm productH. 

All t:Jw land trndnr thn ccnrtrol of ono pnrsou or lJn.t•t.nm·ship 
was inolndod as OW\ farm. Control may luwe hmm throup;h 
ownorship, or through leMn, rm1tal, or cn1pping ari·anp;t\monl;. 

'l'htl Cen1:1na cmunwratm· wm1 nr.t, p;ivon tlrn dt1:Hnition of a farm. 
Ho wnH inst,1·uderl to ohLnin tin 1w;rio111t.111·1) q1wHtiunu11irn for 
evtiry placm tlu1t, tl11\ opt•r1itor mmHidorod n. form, for ovm·y placo 
or 3 nr inmll 1wreH, whdlwr 01· not it was oonHi<lorl\tl a farm, and 
fm· curt1d11 sptrnializod n11<,ral:io11H rogtt11<!1LlHH of Um Hlze of t.lm 
plac<i. 'rlw Bpecittli~wd 011eratim1R irwlude grn<•Hho11HnH aud ntll'H<H'· 

iGs, placrs luwing 100 m· moro ]Hlllltry, or on which 300 or more 
dozon oggH W<'m p1·od11cncl in HHtl, aud iilitel'H wilh 3 or moro 
hlvoH or hN'R. Th11H, l\µ;ricultnro Cj\1C\Htio1111alr<H'.i W('l'() fillt!rl for 
moro pla<rns tlrnn thmm tlrnt; qnnlifiud aB farnrn. 

The doterminn.t.ion ns to which r1~portH worn t.o bo ltwludo<l in the 
tabulatiom1 a11 n1p1'eRcmth1µ; fo.mi~ waH 11uide duriuµ; I.lie riroeoRKinp; 
of tho quostio11naire1:1 in '\VttHhinp;Ltm. 'l'hiH proeedurn wnK followed 
in order that uniform critnrilt could bo Ltppliud. 

For tho HHI\ amt Ol~rlinr <:lHlH\lHlltl or n.µ;ritmltm<~, l;!m dofiuition 
of a farm W(tR Ho111owluiL u10re inclnHivt1. C()m111H cnumoratm·H 
wcire provided with the clefinil.ion of tt farm and wm·o inHt.nrntecl t:n 
fill reporttt only for th mm plac11w1 which nH1t t.lrn cri t.mia. I•'rom 
Hl25 to 11H5, fl\rmfl for Cmrnm1 Jllll'JlllAOR incluckd place;; of 3 or 
mol'e a.croA on wl1it1h thm·c wero up;ricult.nral operMionH, and placcH 
of lcflH than 3 acr<~A wit;h np,ricult.\lml 1n·oduct.H for homo UHe or 
for 1mlo with a vrilmi or $250 01· mor(i, l"or plo.ccH of 3 or more 
acres, no minimum qurmt!t.y of ap;ricnltuml p1•o<lnctlo11 Wltfl requircicl 
for purpoficA of emrnwrat.ion; for plat•.m1 of urnl<n' 3 acrcH all tho 
agricultural prodnctH vallwd a!; $250 or more nrny ho.vo boon for 
homo uso and uol; for sale. 'l'lrn Ollly rc11orLH Olrnluclerl from tho 
tabulnt.iomi worC\ those tnlrnn in error and a few wit.Ii vory limited 
ap;l'ioultucal prorlun!.ion HU(1h aH 011ly a Amnll hmne µ;11.rclcm, a few 
fruit t1·00R, 1i vory rimiill Jl()(ik of c~hfolrnnH, or the liko. In 11145, 
rcporta for 3 ncreR 01• moro wil.h limited ap;ricunm·nl OfHlrat.ionH 
wore 1·ctained if t.hcro were 3 or moro acres of tn·npland and paRt.ure, 
or if tho value of productH in 10'14 ammmt:od to $1 liO or moro when 
thoro wtl.S lei;s than 3 acreH of croplnnd am! pa;;Lnrn. 

The definition of a farm in th<l 1020 CcnHnK wnH Himiltir to tluit 
used from Hl2.5 to 1040 bnt Wm! Homowhat, mom inclttHivo. In 
that yoar, farms of leAs than 3 am·oR with prodtrntH valued at. lcKH 
than $250 were to be included, provided t.Jwy requfrec! tho 
continuous ticrvieuK of 11t loaHt oue pcrRon. 

Because of changes in price level;;, tho $2ll0 limit. for v1iluo of 
products fm farms under 3 acres roHnlted in the inclu1-1io11 of 
Vl\rying numburR of farnu; at; tho sevciral C<\tlRllHOH. 

The change in the definiLion of a form rosnltcd in a docro1m1 ln 
the number of farms, largely in thmm of 3 or lllOre aornH in size. 
Pl11ces of 3 or more aoreR with 11 v11luo of ap;rieultnral productH of 
less than $150 were not conntod as form1:1 in t.lw l\l50 Cc11i>t1R. In 
some cases, these places wuul1! hnvc lwcm counl;eil aH farmH if tho 
m·iteritt used in 1050 had been tho same 11.H ihmm ni;ocl in previon;; 
censuses. The chango in definition had 110 O.J>in·oeiable o!Tcct; on 
the data for livestock or crops as the totnl agricultur11l production 

for such places would usually account for less than 1 percent of the 
.totnl for a county or State, 

An appraisal of the effects on the statistics of the change in the 
definition of a farm is included in Volume II, General Report, 
Statistics by States, United States Census of Agriculture. 

Enumeration of land located in xnore than one county.-Land in 
an individual farm may be located in two or more counties. In 
such cases the entire farm was enumerated in only one county. If 
the farm opera.tor lived on the farm, the farm was enumerated in 
the county in which the farm operator lived. If the farm operator 
did not live on the farm, the figures for the farm have been included 
in the county in which the farm headquarters was located. If 
there w11s any question as to the location of the headquarters cJf 
the farm, the farm and 1111 the data for it have been included in the 
cmmt.y in which most of the land was located. 

Farm operators,-A "farrn operator" is a person who operates a 
farm either performing tho labor himself or directly supervising it. 
He may be an ownor, a hired manager, or a tenant, renter, or share 
cropper. If he rents land to others or has land cropped for him 
by othori'I, ho is listed 11s the operator of only that land which he 
retains. In the case of a partnership, one member was included as 
the operator. Tho number of farm operators is considered the 
o;arne as the number of farms. 

Farms reporting or operators reporting,-Figures for farms 
rcp()l·ting or operators reporting, based on a tabulation of all farms, 
represent tho nnmbor of fatms, or farm operators, for which the 
HpeciB.od item was reported. For example, if there were 1,922 
farms in a count.y ancl only 1,465 had chickens on hand over 4 
months old, the number l1f farms reporting chickons would be 1,465. 
The difTPrenco in the total number of farms, and the number of 
fannH rcporLinp; an item, represents the number of farms not hav­
inp; that item, provided tho inquiry was 11nswered completely for 
all farmR. 

1"or 80mo of the items, such as the age of opcratOl', for which 
reportH should have boon obtained for all farms, iigures are given 
for the mnnbor not reporting. These farms, or operator~, not 
reporting indicate the ext;cut of tho incompleteness of the reports 
for the item. 

FigurnK fOr farms reporting or operators reporting, based on a 
talmlation for only a sample of farmfl, represent the total estimated 
from the 1mmplo, not tile actual number of farms reporting or oper­
u.tors reporting. In a fow case"1, the estimated total may exceed 
tho actunl number of farms or farm operators in the county or 
State. 

Land owned, rented, and managed.-Thc land to be included .in 
each farm was 'rleterminorl by asking the number of acres owned, 
the acres rented from or w01·ked on sharos for others, and the acres 
rented to or worked on shares by others. Tho acres ir1 the farm 
wore obtained by adding Urn ncres owned and acres rented from or 
worked 011 shares by ot.hers, and Rubtractiug the acres rented to or 
worked on sh11rcR by ot.herR. In case of a managed farm the person 
in charge waR asked the total acre11gc managed for his employer. 
From this total managed acreage was subtracted any of the acre­
nge which was rented to or cropped by others. For Hl50, the 
fip;nrDH for land ownod, land rcnl;cd from others, and land managed 
by farm oper1itors lnclnde land rented to others by farm operators. 

In carlfor consnses, the enumerator was instructed to include all 
land rented from others and to exclude all land rented to others. 
He recorded only t.1111t portion of the acreage owned nnd the acreage 
rented fron1 ot.11crH which wai> retained by the farm operator. 
Tims, the land included in each farm waR cssenti11lly the same 118 
that. include<l in the HJ50 Ce1rnus. 

Land owned.-Land owned includes all land which the operator 
or hiH wife, or bot.h, hold under title, purchase contract, homestead 
Jnw, or a~ one of the lleirR, or as a trustee of an undivided estate. 

Land rented from others.-Land rented from others includes 
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land worked on shares for others, and land used rent free, as well as 
all land rented or leased under other arrangements. Grazing land 
used under government permit was not included. 

Land rented to others.-Many farm operators rent land to 
others. For the most part, this land rented to others represents 
agricultural landH but it also includes tracts rented for residential 
or other purposes. When land is leased, rented, or cropped on 
shares, the tenant or cropper is considered tho farm operator even 
though his landlord may exercise supervision over his operations. 
The landlord is considered as operating only that portion of the 
land not aRsigned to tenants or croppers. 

Land area.-The approximate land area reported for 1950 for 
States and counties is, in general, the same as that reported for the 
Hl45 and 1940 Censuses. Changes since 1!)40 represent changeii in 
boundary, actual changes in land area clue to the construction of 
reservoirs, etc. The figures for 1\J•lO represoirt a complete re-meas­
urement of the United States and therefore may be at variance 
with the figures shown for earlier censuses. 

Land in farms.-'l'hc acreage dmdgnatcd "land iu farms" 
includes considerable areas of lane! not actnally under cultivation 
and some land not used for pasture or grazing. All woodland and 
wasteland owned by farm operators, or included in tracts rented 
from others, is included as land in farms unless such land waR 
held for other than agricultural purposes, or unless 1;he acreage of 
such land held by a farm oporator was unusually large. If the 
total acreage of land owned, rented, or managed by a farm operator 
was 1,000 or more (5,000 or more in the Western St.ates) and 
less than 10 percent of the total was used for crops, or for pasture 
or grazing, or was rented to others, any woodland not grazed and 
any wasteland, in excess of tho acreage used for agricult;ural 
purposes, were excluded from the farm area. 

Except for open range and grazing lands used under government 
permit, all gra:.1ing land wai; to [J(l included as land in farms. 
Land used rent free was to be inclndocl with land rented from 
others. Grazing lands operated by grazing associations were to 
be returned in the name of the manager in charge. All land in 
Indian reservations used for growing crops, or grazing livestock, 
was to be included, Land in Indian reservations not reported 
by individual Indians or not rented to non-Indians was to be 
reported in the name of the cooperative group mling the Janel. 
Thus, in some instances the entire reservation was reported as 
one farm. 

Land in farms according to use.-Land in farms was classified 
according to how it was used in lil41), 'l'hesc claHseH of laud are 
mutually exclmlive, i. e., each acre of laud waH inclnded only 
once even though it may have had more than one \\ACl in 10<.Hl. 

The classes are as follows: 
Cropland harvested.-This includes land from which crops 

were harvested; land from which hay (including wild hay) was 
cut; and land in small fruits, orchards, vineyardH, n urserim1, 
and greenhouses. Land from which two or more crops were 
reported as harvested was to be counted only once. 

The reported figure was checked for each farm by adding 
the acreages of the individual crops reported and subtracting 
the acres of land from which two -crops were harvested. 

Cropland used only for pasture.-In the 1950 Census the 
enumerat;or'::; inRtructionR stated that 1·otation pasture and 
all other cropland that was used only for pasture were to be 
included under this item. No further definition of cropland 
pastured was given the farm operator or Census enumerator. 
Permanent open pasture may therefore have been included 
under this it.em or under "Ot,her pasture" depending on whether 
the enumerator or farm operator considered it as cropland or 
other land. 

The figures for l!l45 and earlier censuses are not entirely 
comparable with those for Hl50. In HM5, the figures include 
only cropland used solely for pasture in l!l44 that had been 
plowed within the preceding seven years. 'l'he figures for this 
item for the Censuses of 1940, Hl35, and 1925 are more nearly 
comparable with those for the Census of 1950, as they include 

land pastured which could have been plowed and used for 
crops without additional clearing, draining, or irrigating. 

Cropland not harvested and not pastured.-This item includes 
idle cropland, land in soil-improvement crops only, land on 
which all crops failed, land seeded to crops for harvest after 
19M>, and cultivated summer fallow. 

In the Western States, cropland not harvested and not 
pastured has been subdivided to show cultivated summer 
fallow separately. 

Cultivated summer fallow.-Cultivatecl summer fallow in­
cludes cropland which was plowed and cultivated but left 
unseeded for several months to control weeds and conserve 
moisture. No land from which crops were harvested during 
1!>49 was to be included under this item. 

Other cropland.-This includes idle cropland, land in soil­
improvement crops only, land on which all crops failed, and 
land seeded to crops for harvest after 19,19, 

Woodland pastured.-This includes n11 woodland that was 
used for pasture or grazing in lll'Hl. No definition of woodland 
wai;; given in 1H50 to oither farm operators or Census enumerators 
except an instruction to 1mumerators not to include brush pas­
ture as woodland. Some of the changes from one census to 
another may merely represent differences in interpretation of the 
meaning of woodland. 

Woodland not pastured.-This includes all woodland which 
was not used for paHture or graiing in Hl<Hl, Unusuallv large 
tracts of timber land reported as woodland noi; pastured were 
exeluded from the tabulatiom of land in farms when it was 
evident that such land was held primarily for nonagricultural 
purpose::;, 

Other pasture (not cropland and not woodland).-This in­
cludes rough and brush land 1iastmed and any other land 
pastured which tho respondent did not consider as either wood­
land or cropland. For the HM5 Census this item is more inclu­
si vc tlum for 1050 bocamm all nonwoodland pasture not plowed 
within tho procccling 7 yuars was included. For the HJ40 
Census and uarlior yearH the figures are more nearly comparable 
with those for lll50, except; that the item may bo somewhat less 
inclusive as land which could lrnve !Jeon plowed and nsed for 
crops without additional clearinµ;, draining, or irrigating was 
elasi;ifiod ns plowablc pnsLuro (shown ai; cropland used only for 
pasture in t.he tables). 

Other land (house lots, wasteland, eto.)-'l'his item includes 
all house lotH, barn lots, lanmi, roach;, dit,ehos, ancl wa1>tcland. It 
iuclucleH all land which docs not belong u11dcl' any of the other 
land-use classes. 

In addition to tho complete classification of land in farms 
according to nHe, the t11bles also present data for three broader or 
summary classifications: 

FigmeA are shown fol· 1•he following summary classificatio1rn: 

Cropland, total.-This includes cropland harvested, cropland 
used only for pasture, and cropland not harvested and not 
paHtured. 

Pasture, total.--This includes cropland used only for pasture, 
woodland pastured, and other paHtmre (not cropland and 11ot 
woodland). 

Woodland, total.,.-'l'his includes woodland pastured and 
woodland not pastured. 

Value of land and buildings.-The value to be reported was the 
approximate amount for which the land and the buildings on it 
would sell. This item was obtained for only a Hample of the farms; 
however, ·the value was not reported for all the farms comprising 
the sample. Only the average value per farm and the average per 
acre for the farms reporting are given. The proportion of the 
farms and the proportion of the land in farms for which values 
were reported, provide an indication of the incompleteness of the 
reporting of this itom. These proportions wore obtained by 
dividing the estimate of farms and of land in farms, for which 
values would have been reported i11 a complete enumeration, by 
the total count of farms and land in farms, respectively, as obtained 
in the tabulation of all farms. Percentages of approximately 100 
percent indicate that the val ne of land and buildings was reported 
for all or nearly all the farms which were included in the sample. 
In case the prnportion of farms or the proportion of land in farms 
is less than 100 percent, reference should be made to the statement 
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of reliability of the sample estimate to determine whether this devi~ 
e.tion is the result of the sampling procedure or of underreporting. 

Age of opera.tor.-Farm operators were classified by age into 
six age groups. The average age of farm operators was calculated 
by dividing the total of the ages of all farm operators reporting 
age by the number of farm operators reporting. 

Residence of farm operator.-Farm operators were classified by 
residence on the basis of whether or not they lived on the farm 
operated. Some of those not living on the farm operated lived 
on other farms. When a farm operator rented land from others, 
or worked land on shares for others, and was permitted the use of 
a dwelling as part of the rental arrangement, the enumerator's 
instructions were to consider the dwelling a part of the farm oper­
ated. T}rn dwelling assignee! might be on a tract other than that 
assigned for crops. Since some farrri operators live on their farms 
only a portion of the year, comparability of the figures for various 
censuses may be influenced to some extent by the date of the 
enumeration. In a few cai:ies the enumerator failed to indicate the 
residence of the farm operator. Differences in the figures fOl· total 
farms and those for operators by residence represont under­
cnumerat.ion of this item. 

Years on present farm (year began operation of present fa.rm).­
The data on years on present farm and year began operation of 
present farm were secured on the basis of the inquiry, "When did 
you begin to operate this place? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _________ ." The 

(Month) (Year) 

time of year that farmers move is shown by a breakdown of the 
data for those farm operators who began to operate their present 
farms within a year of the census date by the month they began 
to operate their farms. The tabulation of years on present farm 
at each census is based on the calendar year the operator began 
operating his farm. Because of differences in the date for various 
censuses the figures arc not enth-ely comparable from one census 
to another. 

Off-farm work and other income.-Many farm operators receive 
a part of ·their income from sources other than their farms. The 
l 050 Agricultme Questionnaire included several inquiries relating 
to work off the farm and nonfarm income. These inquiries called 
for work off the farm by t.110 farm operator; work off the farm by 
other members of the operator's family; and income from other 
sources, such as sale of products from land rented out, cash rent, 
boarders, old age assistance, pensions, veterans' allowances, unem­
ploymei1t compensation, interest, and help from other members of 
the operator's family. A.not.her inquiry asked whet.her the income 
from off-farm work and other sources was greater than tho total 
value of all agricultural products sold from the farm in 194\l. Off­
farm work includes work at nonfarm jobs, businesses, or profes­
sions, whether performed on tho farm premises or elsewhere; also 
work on Romeone else's farm for pay or wages. Exchange work 
was not to be included. 

The purposes of these four inquiries were (1) to obtain infor­
mation in regarcl to the extent that farm operators pel'formed off­
farm w01·k and their dependence on other income, and (2) to pro­
vide a basis for the classification of farms by economic class (See 
Farms by economic class, p. xrx). 'rhe intent of the inquiry in 
regard to whether ·or not a member of the family had a nonfarm 
job, and the inquiry regarding income of the farm operator from 
nonfarm sources was to obtain more accurate replies to the inquiry 
regardhig the relationship of the income from off-farm work and 
other sources to the total value of all agricultural products sold. 

Specified facilities.-The 1950 Agriculture Questionnaire con­
tained inquiries regarding telephones, electricity, electric water 
pumps, electric hot water heaters, home freezers, and electric 
washing machines. These inquiries were asked for only a sample 
of the farms. 

In 1050 the inquiries for electric facilities read, "Do you have 
-----?" followed by each of the specified electric facilities 

and equipment. The electric water pump was to include any on 
the place whether used for the home, for irrigation, for watering 
livestock, or for other purposes. 

Specified equipment on farms.-In the 1050 Census the infor­
mation on farm equipment was obtained for only a sample of farms. 
Wheel tractors were to include home-made tractors but were not 
to include implements with built-in power units 1rnch as self-pro­
pelled combines, powered buck rakes, etc. In reporting motor­
trucks and automobiles, "pick-ups" and truck-trailer combinations 
were to be reportecl as trucks. School buses were not to be re­
ported, and jeeps and station wagons were to be included as 
motortrncks or automobiles, depending on whether they woro 
used for hauling or as passenger vehicles. 

J?or farms with 1notortrucks, tractors, and automobile,;, data 
were also secured on the year of model of the ncwc~t motortruck, 
tmctor, and automobile, respectively. For tractors, the figures for 
year of newest model are limited to wheel tractors (tractors other 
than garden or crawler). The inquiry for wheel tractors called 
for reporting "HM" for home-made tractorA in lieu of the year of 
model of the newest wheel tractor. The count of homc-madn 
tractors on farms represents the minimum number of home-maclo 
tractors since a home-made tractor representing a second, third, 
etc., tractor on the farm would not be included. For farnu; 
with two or more motortruclrn, wheel tractors, and automohileR, 
respectively, it is not possible to classify the second, third, etc., 
motortruck, tractor, or automobile since the inquiry was limited 
to the year of model of the newest unit. 

For 1950 and 1940, no estimate of the year of model of the new­
est motortruck, tractor, and automobile was made if this item wa." 
not reported; for 1945, the farmf\ not reporting the year of neweRt 
model were diHtributod in accordance with the year of model for 
vehicles for which the year of model was roportecl, For 1\l~lO, thn 
figures on year of newest model for tractors arc for all types of 
tractors. 

Classification of farms by class of work power.-Farms have 
been grouped by class of work power on the basis of whetlwr horse~, 
mules, or tractors were reported. This classification does not 
present an entirely aceiurate picture of the work power u1md on all 
farms. For some farms, all the work power may be furnished by 
the landlord and for some farms all the work power nrny be hired. 
Tims, farms hiring all of the work power from othorH and thoHe 
luwing it furnished are shown as having no work power. 

Farm labor.-The farm labor· inquiries for 1050 called for the 
number of persons doing farm work or chorm; on the place cluri11p; 
the calendar week preceding tlrn enumeration. Inasmuch as tlw 
enumeration occurred over a pm:iod of tievoral woek1:1,· the oalon<lar 
week preceding the muuneration is uot the same for all farmH. 
(Farms classifiecl by period of emmHn-ntion arn shown in Rtatt~ 
Table 6. The average date of emmwration is shown hy countit!H 
in County Table 4 . .J 

Farm work was to include any work, choreR, or planning micri;­
sary to the operation of the farm or ranch llnRincKR. JJom;nwork 
aiid contract construction work wore not to he inclndod. 

Separate figures were obtained for operators working, unpaid 
members of the operator's family working, and hired persons work­
ing. Operators were considered as working if they workncl 1 or 
more hours, unpaid members of the operator's family if tlwy 
worked 15 or more hours, and hire<l persons if they worked any 
time during the week preceding the cm1tneration. The iuquirit'H 
and tho instructions tlid not contain any spccificatimrn rop;arding 
the age of the persons to be reported. 

The data shown for 10·15, HHO, and 11J35 on numberH of workerH 
on farms are not fully comparable, primarily becau1:1c of dilforencws 
in the period to which such data relate. For tho l\M5 and 1035 
Censuses, the numbers of farm workers are for the fir;;t week in 
January. The data for 1\l40 relate to tho laHt week in March. 
In 1945, 1940, and 1035 only persons working the equivalcmt of two. 
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or more days during the specified week were to lie i11clurle<l. In 
1945 and l\l'lO, only workers 14 yearH old and over were to bo 
included. In 1035, as in 1950, there was no age limit. In 1940 
and in lll35, no in:>tructions were issued to include form chores as 
farm labor. 

Regular and seasonal workers.-Hiretl per1>011s working on tho 
farm during the week prceeding tho enumeration were classed aH 
"regular" workers if the period of expected mnploymcnt was 150 
day1:1 or more rluri11g the year, and aR "seasonnl" workers if the 
period of expccterl employment was leHH than 150 days. If the 
period of expectcrl mnployment was 11ot reiiorted, the periorl of 
omploymo11t waR c1:1timatcd after takiug into accou11t such iton!H as 
the method of payment, wage ratus, perqui1-dtes, cx1imuiitures fur 
labor in l!l·i9, and the typo and othPr charactoriE<tics of tho form. 

Hired workers by basis of pa.yment.-Ilirecl perw1t1:1 wnrki11g on 
the farm tho week prcicecling the enumeration woro also cll1:;silforl 
according to the lmsi1:1 of payment. 

The qum;tionnaire called for the mnnhcr;.i of hircrl workon; pairl 
on a monthly b11~is, on a weekly lmi-dH, on 11 dnily haHiH, on nn hourly 
ba8is, and on 11 piecework l>n:-;iH. Fignrm; for hirod worlrnrR for 
whom tho b11.c;i8 of }>aynumt wnH not roporte'd iLro HhowH Hc1mrntcly. 

Wage rates and hours worked.-The mte of pay 11nd Uie hom·~ 
that workern wore expected to work to N\l'll this pn.y wore nHkocl for 
each claHs of worker except thoHe working on a piecework hmdH, 
The average hours worked itnd tho average w11go mtm1 ropreioent 
per worker a vemges obtained for farms reporting both wage rn.teio 
and hours worked. 

Perquisites furnished hired workers.-Farm operatol'R wore 
asked to report what items other than em1h wages were roooiverl hy 
tho workorH for each lmsiH of payment; \Jy i11clicating ouo or mon~ of 
the following: (1) house, (2) hoarrl and mom, (3) other, aml 
(4) none. If a farm had 2 or more hired workori; with tho Harne 
basis of cash payment, no provMon wns rnarlo for re]lortiug 
separately thoHe receiviug different ]Jerqui1dtes. 

House furnished.-Fnrms re1mrting workers furnished 
"house" include those which also roporb "hon.rd tind room" or 
"other" in acldit.ion to reporbing "houHe" furnished. 

Board and room furnished,-li'armH reporting workers fur­
nished "board and room" include thoso reporting "board and 
room" and UicJRo reporting "board ancl room" and "other." 
They do not include farms reporting "hoard n.ncl room" and 
"house." 

"Other" furnished.-Farms reporting workers furnished 
"other" than board and room or honHe in elude only thmm report­
ing "ot,her." ThoHe reporting "boarcl and room" or "house" 
arc not; included. 

No perquisites furnished.-I~arms reporting wmkors fur­
nished no perquisites include only those farms with a report of 
"none." This count docs no·t include farms furnicihing perqui­
site1:> t.o Home workers in a particular class aucl no pcrquifiites to 
others; nor does it include farms for which the inquiry was not 
answered. 

Specified farm expenditures.--Datn. on form exponditnres were 
obtained only for selected items. For tenant-operated farms tho 
expenditures were to include those made by the landlord as well as 
those made by the tenant. However, in landlord-tenant areas 
(where the Landlord-Tenant Operations Questionnaire was used) 
all the specified expenditures made by the landlord were some­
times reported on the agriculture questionnaire filled for the 
home farm, i. e., the land retained by the landlord and not reported 
on the questionnaires filled for the tenants. In such instn.ncos no 
attempt was made to prorate the expenditures. Therefore, in the 
presentation of data by various ·elassifica"l;ions of farms, the expend­
itures shown for a particular group of farnrn may not always be 
related to the agricultural operation;; Hhowu for those farms, 

Expenditures for machine hire were to include any labor included 
in the cost of imch machine hire. M!\:chine hire refers to custom 
machine work such as tractor hire, threshi11g, combining, silo 
filling, baling, ginning, plowing, and spraying. If part of the farm 

product was givun aR pay for machine hire, the value of the products 
traded for thi1:1 service was to be included in the amount of expcudi­
turci> reported. The cost, of trucki11g, freight, and expreHs waH not 
to be included. 

In reporting ·the amount spent for llired l!tbor only cash 
payments were to be included. Expenditures for housework and 
contract com1tructio11 work were not to be included. 

Expe11ditures for feed were to include the expenditures for 
pasturo, :>alt, condimeuts, concentmteR, and mineral supplements, 
as well as for grain, hay, and millfoeds. Expeuditurrn:; for grinding 
and mixing feeds were also to be included. Expenditures made by 
a tenant to llis Jancllord for feed grown on the laud rented by the 
tenant, were not to be included. 

Expenditurei; for purchase of livcKtock and poultry were to 
inelnde amotmts spent for 1nu·chaso of baby ehiclrn, poultR, 
chickens, turkeys, douws1;ic rabbits, fur-bearing animals kept in 
captivity, and beeA, as well as the amount spent for horscH, urn!es, 
cattle, hogH, i:;heep, oxen, and goats. 

Expenditures for gasoline and ot.her petrolemn fuel and oil were 
t.o include only t.l10He nRed for the farm bwiiness. Pet•rolenm 
proclnctH 11Hed for pleaHuro, or 11sed exelusivoly in the farm home 
for hoat;i11g, cooking, and lighting, were not to be included. 

JiJxpon<libureH for sccr.IH, bulbs, plantH, a11d trees were to include 
only the cm1h outlay. 

Bxponclitnrns for tractor repairs and for other farm machinery 
repairs wero to inelncle the amotmt, spent for repairing (both labor 
iind parts),aml the amount spm1t; for rep1Lir part;H and otll<lr replace­
ment parts. Expenditures for tires, tube;;, plowshares, black­
Hmithing, nrnl the like were to be included. JiJxponditures for 
motort.rnck a11cl antmno!Jilo repairs were not to be included. 

Farm mortgages.-D11ta on farm mortgages i1rn presentod in 
Volnmo II, General Hcport. This information is not iucluderl in 
thiH report. 

Farm taxes.-The 1050 Qurn;tiommiro contni11ed two inquiries 
011 farm taxm1 as follows: 

"What waR the total amount of property taxes paid (or payable) 
in 1 IH9 on all property owner! by you? ____ $•------
0 Noue required. (Dollnrs only) 

(Include only tiixos on real estate and parson al property. Do not 
include t11xos for drainage district,s.) 

(a) Of this total, whab was the amount of taxes on the land and 
buildings?_ _________ ·---- $ D Not shown 
separately on tax bill." (Dollars only) 

This information was obtainocl only for owners who were operating 
farms. 

Cash rent.-The i11formation on cash rent relates to tenants and 
to those part owners who reported that, they paid cash as rent for 
tho portion of their farm rented and reported no other rental 
arrangement.. The informat.ion was tabulated only when hoth 
value of land and buildings and the amount of cash rent were 
reported. 

IRRIGATION 

Irrigated land is that to which water is applied by artificial 
means for agricultural purposes. Data for total acreage irrigated 
and for acreage irrigated by sprinklers are shown for all States. 
In sprinkler irrigation the water is sprayed from stationary or 
revolving sprinklers or pipes either overhead or on the snrfaco 
of the ground. 

Additional clata on irrigation were obtained for Arizona, Arkan­
sas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Okla­
homa, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and 
Wyoming. 

Statistics on the irrigation works whieh supplied irrigat.iou water 
were collected in the Census of Irrigation and are published in 
Volume III, Irrigation of Agricultural Lands. This volume also 
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contains some additional data on irrigation which were collected 
in the 1950 Census of Agriculture. 

Irrigated farms.-Irrigated farms arc farms reporting any land 
irrigated in 1949. Data on land in irrigated farms, and land in 
irrigated farms according to use include the entire acreage of land 
in these farms, whether irrigated or not. 

Land in farms irrigated,-Land in farms irrigated relates only 
to that part of the land in irrigated farms to which water was ap­
plied in 1949. That part of tlie land which was irrigated by sprin­
klers is shown separately. 

Irrigated land in farms according to use.-The classification of 
irrigated land in farms according to use in 1949 accounts for all the 
irrigated land in farms, i.e., the sum of several uses equals the total 
irrigated acreage, The subclasses of irrigated pasture are not 
entirely comparable with the subclasses of all pasture in farms. 

Irrigated cropland harvested represents that part of the crop­
land harvested to which water was applied in 1949. Statistics for 
individual crops which wore wholly irrigated in the 20 Western 
States arc shown in County Table fia. If only a part of the acre­
age in a given crop on a parUc11lar farm was irrigated, the informa­
tion for such acreage is not included in that table. In most of the 
States, the acreage in theHe partly irrigated crops represents only 
a small proportion of the total acreage of irrigated crops. 

Irrigated pasture is that portion of the tota1 land pastured to 
which water was applied in 1\)40. 

Irrigated wild grass pasture is irrigated pnsturc consisting pre­
dominantly of original stands of graHscs rnitive to tho locality or 
re-established stands of such gmsscs. Much of the irrigtited wild 
grass paHture is iucludctl in other pasture (not cropland and not 
woodland). 

Irrigated tame grass pasture is irrigated pasture oonsisting pre­
dominantly of grasi,;eA not nntivu or wild in the locality mid of 
alfalfa and clovers. Much of the irrigu,tcd tame grass p11sture. wns 
classed by farm operntors ns cropland used only for pasture. 

LlVESTOCK 

The questionnaire u13ed for the 1950 Census of Agriculture pro­
vided for an inventory of all the important kinds of animals and 
poultry on farms and ranchos. Except for sheep and goats and 
the unit of measure for milk sold, tho inquiries on livestock were 
uniform for all StatcA. The queRl;ionnairo callod for tho number 
of the various kinds of animals aud poultry 011 the farm as of April 
1, 1950. I<:numerntors and farmers were instructed to report live­
stock belonging to the farms and ranches but grazing in national 
forestR, grazing districts, or on open raugo. Livestock were to be 
enumerated on the form or ranch on which they were located on 
April 1, regardless or ownership. However, it is known that to 
some degree the number of livestock or poultry l'eportcd on a farm 
or ranch depends upon the date the questionnaire is filled rather 
than the number on tho farm or ranch at the date spocifi<Jd by the 
questionnaire. This charact.eristic in the reporting of livestock 
and poultry numbers has no significant influence on county and 
State totals unless the enumeration exten(IR over a considerable 
period of time. In order to assist the mmr in appraising the data 
on livestock numbers the average date of enumeration for each 
county is given in County Table 4. 

The last seven censuses of agriculture beginning with l!J20 have 
been takon either as of April 1 or .January 1. The censuses taken 
in the yea,rs onding in "0" have been taken ns of April 1, except the 
1920 Census which was taken as of ,January 1, while the ccnsusos 
taken in the years ending in "5" have been taken as of .Jamu1iry 1. 
An enumeration made in April results in inventory totals that 
differ considerably from tho totals of an enumeration made in 
January. In most areas a large number of animals are born be­
tween January and April. On the other band, a considerable num­
ber of older animals are sold or die during the 3-month period, 
January to April. Then too, in the range States, sheep and cattle 
are moved, with the change in season and grazing condition, from 
one locality and county to another for grazing. This movement 

may affect the comparability of data for counties and in some 
cases for States. Comparability of the data on tho number of live­
stock and poultry has also been affected by chnnges in age grouping 
and questionnaire inquiries from census to census. State Table 
11 presents a description of the different age, sex, and other groups 
of livestock and poultry for each census from 1920 to 11)50. 

Milk cows; cows milked; milk producticn.-Data on number of 
milk cows, number of cows milked, and milk production relate to 
the day preceding the enumeration. 

Questionnaires in 2li States, chiefly Western and Midwestern, 
provided 3 altemativc units of measure for enumerators and re­
spondents for reporting whole milk sales, as follows: (1) pounds of 
milk, (2) pounds of butterfat, and (3) gallons of milk. In the other 
States, sales of milk on the basis of butterfat were conHiclored rela­
tively unimportant and tho unit of moasure, pounds of butterfat, 
was omitted from the questionnaire. However, in each State, the 
reports on whole milk sold have been converted into a common unit 
of measure for publication. Pounds of butterfat have been con­
verted into gallons or pounds of whole milk on the basis of tha 
average butterfat oontont of whole milk as shown by data furnislwd 
by the Bureau of Agricultural I~conomics of then. S. Dt\partmeut 
of Agriculture. 

Sows and gilts farrowing.-The 1950 Questionmtiro enrrfod two 
inquiries on sows for spring farrowing, as followH: (1) "!Iow many 
sows and gilts have farrowed since December 1, last; ytutr?" and (2) 
"How many sows and gilts are expected to farrow hot.we()n now aud 
June 1, this year?" In tho county and State oconomic area tables 
the repli<is to the two question::; wore combined, Rhowing t\ tot.iii for 
sows for spring farrmviug. In tho State tables, t,Jie replies to 11ach 
of the two questions, as woll as a ciombinml fignrn, nm ::;hown. 

Sheep and lambs and wool.-In Arizona, Cnliforniii, Cnlomdo, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, North D1tko1·11, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Wa:;hington, and Wyoming Al\Imrato 
qucstiom; wore asked in tho H)50 CcnsuH to dctc\rmiuc th() number 
of (a) yearling ewc::J and (ll) older ewes. In othnr St11t.eH, only 
total numbers of ewes born before October 1, HMO, wore obtained. 

Tho enumeration of sheep in the range Htatrni cm1t.iuttefl to 
present special problems, 1teccsHitating a high dogreo of cnopcra· 
tion between enumerator~ and t.110 owmirH 1incl upc\mlorH of tran­
sient bands. In some countioH, tram;ferH to Hpring raugmi occur­
ring before the enumeration may produce tl011~iclt1mhly clitrcrcnt 
totals from thoAe that would have been oMriitwd if tho mmHUH had 
been taken as of January 1. On tho l\lfiO Qm•Kl.ionnairn, t.Jrn 
quesi<ions on mtmber of Hhoep Hhorn and wool procluution in l!MO 
were Hepnratecl from tho qurn.;tiouH on Hlwep on lmnil in orclor to 
obtain more considmittion for oaROR wlwro slwe1> WlH'O Hhorn in 1 \HO 
but none wore on hand 011 tho comms date. In TexnH and Cali· 
fornia, tho question relating to pouu<lH of wool 1:1hom in .t O•HI Hpecdf­
ically called for bot;11 Rpring aud fall HhenringH. Thn wool valnu 
obtained was an onumcmtocl vnluo of all the wool Hhnrn in !040, 
whethor or not Rold at tho date of enumeration. 

Goats and mohair.-In Ariionn,, Cttlifornia, Mi:-;;;ouri, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Texas, aud Utah Hpecial qnostionH Wlll'e prnvicl<1d on goats 
and mohair. These quoHlfom; e111led for tho irnmlwr of all goats, 
Angora goats, and other goats sllparntely, tho numl>m· of goats 
ciippod in lll'1\l, potmd1:1 of mohair clipped, an1\ vnlue of tho goats 
and goat milk 1:1old, ttnd mohnir elipped in 1\14\l. In a.Jl othtn• 
States, the number of farm.s reporting goat.A 011 hand or goats kept 
tho previous year wai; ollt.ained and the vahw of goats and goat 
milk sold and mohair clipplld was report.eel in t•.ombination with 
the value of rabbits, fnr animals, and p(i\ts sold in 1\HO. 

Bees and honey.-The 19fi0 Cmrnus enlled for 1he mm1ber of 
hives owned by the farm operator in 1\Jtl\J, poumh:i of honey 
procluoed in 1\J49 by these bcGA, and tho vnluc of tho lll·1\l crop 
of honey and wax sold or to be sold, and bemi Rolrl. No restric­
tions were placed on the location of the bees owned in l\Jt10, 

Value of livestock on farms.-The vnlne~ for l!Jfi() :,;!town in 
State Table 11 and County Table 4 wore secured by multiplying 
the number of each class of live~tock or poultry on hand for a 
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county, by the county-unit price. These county-unit prices were 
obtained cooperatively by the Bureau of Agricultural J•iconornics, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, and the Bureau of tho CenHus. 
The data were obtained from farmers and dealers. Tho average 
prices were computed for groups of counties compriHing a price­
rcporting district and the same average price was used for com­
puting the value of livestock and potiltry for each county com­
prising a given price-reporting district. 

Livestock products.-The inquiries regarding livestock produc­
tion relate to the calendar year 11)4H, and those for sales of live­
stock products relate to the production in l.949. 

CROPS 

Crops harvested.-Thc agriculture questionnaire wi~s so organ­
ized that it was possible to list the acreage and quantity harvested 
for every crop that was grown on the farm. In order to facilitate 
the enumeration, the inquiries regarding crops were varied by 
States or by groups of States. If a scparat,c q1wstion was uot 
carried for a particular crop, that crop could always be rciportod 
under one of f'everal "all other" questions. Tho use of a different 
questionnaire for eaeh State or group of States made it possible to 
list many of the important crops for the State and alHo to use the 
unit of measure tlmt wall commouly used in the State. 

The acreage given for the sev.eral crops reprc:;cntR the area har­
vcistccl for the crop year 1 \Mil except that the acreage for land in fruit. 
Ol'chards, vineyards, and planted mrt trees represents the land in bear­
ing and non bearing trees and vines on the census elate. The acreage 
harvested for the v1.wiomi crops is oftm1 consiclcrably loss than the 
acreage planted. The acreage harvested represents the area har­
vested in a particular manner, which may have been different 
from that intended at the time of the planting of the crop, I<'or 
example, soybeans may have been planted for beans but may have 
been actually eut for hay. The figures for quantity harveHted 
represent the amount actually ho,rvoHtcd during tho l!l4!l crop 
year, except for citrus fruits. Jn Florida, Louisiana, aud Texas 
the quantity of citrns fruit harvmited relates to tho 1!).1!!-50 har­
vest from the bloom of l!l40. In Califomitt and Arizontt, the pro­
duction relates to the 1\l48-•1\l harvost from tho bloom of HMS. 

The nuit of measure mmd for reporting Urn quantity harvested 
for some urops has varied not only from State to State but from 
census to census. In tho State and county tables the iigmeR on 
quantity harvested for each crop are shown in the unit of measure 
appearing on tho l\J50 Questionnaire. This often required that 
tho figures for earlier years be converted into diffcrnut units from 
those published for those years. Converl"io11K have been made by 
using tho weights in current use. · 

Corn.-Inquiries regarding corn acreage and quantity harvested 
were uniform for all States except California. However, as in 
former eeususes, some farmers in certain sections had a tendency 
to report the quantity Of corn harvested in terms of baskets of ear 
corn, barrels, or some unit other than bushels of corn on it Hhellod 
basis. Such report:;, when detected, were corrected ·to t.he equiv­
alent bushels of 70 pounds of ear corn or 50 pounds of shelled corn. 
It was not possible to maim. the corrections in all cases; therefore, 
in counties where the quantity harvested is sometimes reported 
in barrels, it is possible that the quantity harvested for grain may 
be somewhat understo,ted and in counties where the quantity har­
vested is often reported in baskets of ear corn, t11e quantity har­
vested may be overstated. 

Annual legumes.-Acrcago and quantity lutrvested for the most 
important uses of soybeans, cowpeas, and peanuts, as well as the 
total acreage grown for all purpoHes, were obtained in the 1950 
Census in States whore these crops are grown extensively. The 
total acreage grown for all purposes includes some acreage not 
harvested as the acreage plowed under for green manure was 
included. Also, in certain States separate figures were obtained 
for the acres grown alone and the aeres grown with other crops. 
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A separate inquiry regarding the acreage and quantity of cowpeas 
harvested for green peas was made in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, MiHHisHippi, Louisiana, 
and Texas. In these States cowpcas harvested for greon peas 
are shown with cowpeas harvested for other purposes. In other 
States, the acres and valuo of salos of cowpeas harvested for 
green peas are shown with vegetables harvested for sale. 

Hay orops.-The questionnaire contained an inquiry rog1ircling 
the total acres of land from which hay was cut in Hl•rn. Sorghum, 
soybean, cowpca, and peanut hays were excluded from this total 
as separate questions were provided in those States whore those 
hays are important. Alfalfa hay totals include any cuttings whieh 
were dehydrated. 'l'he tonnage of hay for dehydration (as well 
as that for other hays) is given on a dry-weight baHiR. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report the total 
quantity harvested from all cuttings, but to report only oncll the 
acres of land from which more than one cutting was made. The 
questionnaire contained instructions to report mixe<l hay under 
the kind of hay that macle up the largest. part of tho mixturo. 
The kimls of hay to bo reported under "Other hay" val'ied from 
State to State, and can be determiuod by rnferring to the copy of 
the questionnaire included in the appendix. 

In some cases ·tho 1mm of the acres of indiviclnal hays dolls not 
equal tho total acres of land from which hay was ent. · Thlll'e arc 
two explanations for these difforencm;. In processing the quei:i­
tiormaires, no correction was maclo if the differcmco between the 
detail and the total acres was minor. Another fact.or which may 
account for an exceRs of tho dct.ttil over the total iH that more 
than 'one kind of hay might have been cut from tlrn same iwreage. 

Clover seed, alfalfa, grass, and other field seed orops.-Thc 
11)50 (~uestionuairo contained separate inquiries for a number of 
the field seed crops and provided a que1:1tion 011 "other soechi" j;o 
obtain information for minor field seed crops in a given State. 

Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes.-'l'ho 1050 Census inquiry for 
both Irish and sweet potatoes called for acres harvmrted, quant;ity 
harvested, and the value of the mnount sold. Notes mi tho ques­
tionnaire and imitrnctions to em1merators, however, specified 
that it was not necessary to report the area harvmited if leHH than 
15 bushels (or 10 bags in l:lpecified States) of Irish potatoes or l 5 
bushels (or 1,000 pounds in specified StateA) of swoetpotatoes 
were harvested. This meU10tl of reporting witH usod in order to 
focilitato the enumeration of potatoes grown in a small l)lot for 
home use. Bocttu::;e the acreage was not reportod for farnu:1 for 
which !;he quantity luirve:ited was less than 15 lnu;JrnlH, tho acreage 
harvested, as roporte<l for the 1!.!50 Census, is not untircly compar­
able wit;h the acreage reported for prior cen1:1u::les, aspocio.lly in 
oouuties or States where the production of potatoes is largely 
for home use. 

Berries and other small fruits.-The questionnaire ccdlecl for 
acreago and quantity harvested in l!J<10 for Sftle. Nonboaring 
areas were not to be included. Separate inquiries were carried on 
the queHtionnaire for such berries as strawberries, blackberries and 
dewberries (tame), and raspberries (tame) in States where pro­
duction of t;hesc crops was important commercially. 

Tree fruits, nuts, and grapes.-The following question was used 
for all States for enumerating the land occupied by fruit and nut 
crops: 

How much land is in bearing and uonboaring fruit orchards, 
groves, vineyards, and planted nut trees?.. 0 J,css than 7~ 

acre 

(Heport 'tenths of an acre, such as Yio, l:Vio, etc. or 
Do not include berry acreage or nurseries.) Acres ___ : __ 

10 

'l'his question differs from those used in 19,15 and 19,10 as the 
enumerator and respondent were given an opportunity to cheek 
tho block for "Less than }~ aero" when there was only a small 
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number of fruit and nut trees on the farm. This method was 
used to facilitate the enumeration through eliminating the problem 
of assigning fractions of an acre for small honie orchards. In 
previous censuses, enumerators frequently did not report the acres 
for such orchards even though the questionnaire called for this 
information. Because of the differences in methods of enumer­
ating the acres in small orchards, the figures on acreage of land 
in bearing and nonbearing frnit orchards, groves, and vineyards 
for 1950 are not fully comparable with those reported for prior 
censuses. 

The questions calling for the number of trees or vines not of 
bearing age, of bearing age, and the amount harvested in Hl49 
for the most important fruit crops in each State followed imme­
diately after the inquiry on land in bearing and nonbeariug 
fruit, trees, etc. In California, iu addition, the questionnaire 
called for the acreH in each individual frnit and nut crop. The 
number of trees to be reported in the census relates to the census 
date, while the quantity harvested is for the crop year 1949, with 
the exception of citrus crops. In Irlorida, Texas, and I,ouisiana 
figures for citrus fruitR harvested relate to the harvest in 194,9-50 
from the bloom of 194!). In Califomia and Arizona, the :figures 
for quantities of citrus fruits harvested relate to the harvest in 
1948-40 from the bloom of 1048. 

The unit of measme in which the quantity of fruits, grapes, and 
nuts harvested was to be reported varied from State to State 
as the most commonly used unit of measure was used in each 
State. The tables in this report show production in the unit 
of measure appearing on t,lrn questionnaire. 

Nursery and greenhouse products.-The agriculture queRtion-
11aire included three inquiries on horticultural-specialty cmps. 
One of these called for acres and value of sales in Hl49 of nursery 
products (trees, shrubs, vines, ornamentals, etc.). Another asked 
for acres grown in the open, Rquarn feet under glass, and value of 
sales of flowers and flowering plants grown for sale. The third 
called for acres grown in the open, square feet under glass, aud 
value of sales of vegetables under glass, flower seeds, vegetable 
Reeds, vegetable plants, bulbs, and mm;hrooms grown for sale. 

A special census of farms reporl;ing the sale of horticultnral­
specialty crops valued at $1,000 or more was made and the results 
of this census are issued as a special report. 

Va.lue of crops harvested.-The values of specified crops har­
vested shown in State Table 12 and County 'fable 5 were obtained 
by multiplying the quantity harvest.eel for each crop by county­
unit prices. Therefore, this value includes the value of crops 
consumed on tl1e farm and crops used for seed on the farm where 
produced as well as the value of that par!; of the crop which was 
sold. The county-Llnit prices were obtained cooperatively by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agricul­
ture, and the Bureau of the Census. These average prices were 
obtained on a sample basis from farmers and dealers. The average 
prices were computed for groups of counties representing price­
reporting districts and the same average prices were used for 
computing the value for every county included in a given price­
reporting district. In the case of vegetables harvested for sale 
and nursery and greenhouse products, average prices were not 
obtained because of the difficulty of securing a satisfactory common 
unit of production. When totals were obtained for the value of 
all crops harvested, the value of the sales of vegetables, and nursery 
and greenhousc1)roducts was used in the absence of the value of the 
quantity harvested. The value figmes given for each crop in 
County Table 5 represent the value of the entire crop. The value 
of sales for each crop or group of crops is also given in the same 
table. Sales figures are always identified by the word "sales" in 
the stub and therefore can be differentiated from the calculated 
values. The figures on the value of sales were obtained for each 
farm and the totals given in the tables represent the addition of the 
figures reported for the individual farms. In case of feed and 

similar crops it would be expected that the value of the quantitie~ 
sold would be considerably less than the value of the quantity 
harvested. On t.he other hand, in the case of cash crops, such as 
tobacco, cotton, sugar beets, etc., it is to be expected that the 
figures on the value of crops sold and the value of the cro11s 
harvested will be in close agreement. 

Since the calculated values were obtained for price-reporting 
districts (groups of counties) there may be variations in the average 
calculated price and the average sales price for a given product in 
a given count.y because of local conditions. 

The value of specified crops for 104·1 shown in State Table 12 
and Count.y Table 5 includes the value of vegetables grown for 
home use. The figures for 1949 do not include tho value of 
vegetables for home use UH this value was not called for ou tho 1 !l50 
Questionnaire. 

CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS 

Farms by size.-Farms were classified by size according to the 
total land area of each farm. The same classification was used for 
all States. 

In analyzing size-of-farm statistics, consideration should be 
given to tho definition of a farm for Census purpoHc>s. Census 
farms are essentially operating units-not ownership t,mctR. If 11. 

landlord has croppers or other tenants, the Janel assigned each 
cropper or tenant is a separate farm even though the landlord may 
operate the entire holding essentially as one farm in respect, to 
Rupervisfou, equipment, rotation prncticcs, purchase of 1rnpplies, 
or sale of products. 

Farms by tenure of operator.-In the 1!)50 Comms farm oper­
ators arc classified according to the tenure mH!or which thoy hold 
their land on the basis of the total land owned, total laud rentod 
from others, and t.otal land managed for others. In 10,15 aucl ear­
lier, full owners, part owners, and tenants were classified 011 the 
basis of the land retained. Under this earlier lllassification a part 
owner who sublets ·to others all t.110 land he rents from others 
would have been classed a full owner; a part owuor who rents to 
others all the laud he owns would have been cl11Ssod a touant. 

Full owners own land but do not rent land from others. 

Part owners own land and rent Janel from otherH. 
Managers operate farms for othcra and nro paid a wage or 
salary for their services. Persons acting merely a8 caret.akers 
or hired as laborers are not classified as· managers. If a farm 
oµerator managed land for others and alRo opnrated land on his 
own account, the land operated on his own account was consid­
ered as one farm and the land managed for other1:1 ns a second 
farm. In the Hl50 Census, if a farm operator manager! laud for 
two or more employers all the land managed was considered 
one farm. 
Tenants rent from others or work on shares for others all the 
land they operate. In 1950 tenants arc further classified on the 
basis of their rental arrangement as follows: 

Cash t.enants pay cash as rent, such as $10 an acre or $1,000 
for the use of i;he farm. 

Share-cash tenants pay a part of the rent in cash and a part 
as a share of the crops or of the livestock or livestock products. 

Share tenants pay a share of either the crops or livestock or 
livestock products, or a share of both. 

Crop-share tenants pay only a share of the crops. 
Livestock-share tenants pay a share of the livestock or 

livestock products. They may or may not also pay a share of 
the crops. 

Croppers are crop-share tenants whose landlords fumish all 
the work power. The landlords either furnish all the work ani. 
mals or furnish tractor power in lieu of work animals. Croppers 
usually work under the close supervision of the landowners or 
their agents and the land assigned them is often merely a part 
of a larger enterprise operated as a single unit. 

The infortna.tion on work power furnished wa.s tabulated only 
for the Southern States a.nd seven counties in Missouri. There­
fore, clat.a for croppers are shown only for the Southern States 
and seven counties in Missouri. 
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Other tenants.-Other tenants include those who pay a 
fixed quantity of any product; those who pa,y taxes, keep up the 
land and buildings, or keep the landlord in exchange for the use 
of the land; those who have the use of the land rent free; and 
others who could not be included in one of the other specified 
subclasses. 

Unspecified tenants.-Unspecified tenants include those 
tenants whose rental agreement wo.s not reported. 

For earlier censuses the definition for each subclass of ten­
ants is nominally similar to the corresponding subclass, or sub­
classes, for 1950. However, in 1945 the enumerator was asked 
to determine the subclass of tenants, while in 1950, 1940, and 
earlier censuses the classification was made during the process­
ing of the questionnaires in Washington on the basis of the 
answer to the inquiries on the questionnaires. The procedure 
for 1945 may have affected the comparability of the data, 
particularly those for cash tenants and share-cash tenants. 

Farms by color or race of opera.tor.-Farm operators are classified 
by color as "white" and "nonwhite." Non white includes Negroes, 
Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite races. In the 
State tables, the nonwhite operators are further classified as 
"Negro" and "all other nonwhite" operators. 

Farms by economic cla.ss.-A classification of farms by economic 
class was made for the purpose of segregating groups of farms that 
are somewhat alike in their characteristics. This classification 
was made in order to present an accurate description of the farms 
in each class and in order to provide basic data for an analysis of 
the organization of United States agriculture. Only the farms in 
the sample (one-fifth of the farms plus all large farms) were classi­
fied by economic class. '.!.'he totals given in the tables represent 
estimates for all farms based on tabulations of the data for the 
farms included in the sample. 

The cla,ssification of farms by economic class was made on the 
basis of three factors; namely, total value of all farm products sold, 
number of days the farm operator worked off the farm, and the 
relationship of the income received from nonfarm sources by the 
operator and members of his family to the value of all farm prod­
ucts sold. Institutions, experimental farinA, grazing associations, 
and other community projects were classified as abnormal, 
regardless of any of the above-mentioned factorA. 

In making the classification of farms by economic class, farms 
have been grouped into two major groups, namely, commercial 
farms and other farms. In general, all farms with a value of sales 
of farm products amounting to $1,200 or more were classified as 
commercial. Farms with a value of sales of $250 to $1,199 were 
classified as commercial only if the farm operator worked off the 
farm less than 100 days and the income of the farm operator and 
members of his family received from nonfarm sources was less than 
the total value of all farm products sold. Farms with a value of 
sales of all farm products of less than $250, as well as county, State, 
private institutional, and experimental farms, were classified as 
"other.'' 

Commercial farms have been divided into six groups on the 
basis of the total value of farm products sold, as follows: 

Olnss: l'alue of farm prorl1icla aol1l 

L----------------------------------- $25,000 or more 
IL ____ ---- _________ -------- ___ --- __ _ 10,000 to $24,999 
IIL ___ ---- _________ --- - _ --- __ ----- _ _ 5,000 to 9,999 
IV__________________________________ 2,500 to 4,999 
y ________ ---------- ___________ ------ 1,200 to 2,499 
VL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ *250 to 1, 199 

*Provided tho Imm opcrntor worked off tho farm Jes~ tlmn 100 days mid provlclccl tho 
income tlw farm operntor and mcmhors of his f1im!ly rccciiV(ld from non farm sources was 
loss than tho vllltte ol ull fnrm products sold. 

Other farms have been grouped into three clttsses as follows: 
Part-time farms.-Farms with a value of sales of farm 

products of $250 to $1,199 were classified as part time provided 
the farm operator reported (1) 100 or more days of work off the 

farm in 1949, or (2) the nonfarm income received by him and 
members of his family was greater than the value of farm 
products sold. 

Residential farms.-Residcntial farms include all farms 
except abnormal farms with a total value of sales of farm prod­
ucts of less t111111 $250. Some of these represent farms on which 
the operator worked off the farm more than 100 days in 1949. 
Some represent farms on which the income from nonfarm sources 
was greater than the value of sales of agricultural products. 
Others represent subsistence and marginal farms of various 
kinds. Some farms are included here which, under normal con~ 
ditions, would have qualified as commercial farms. 

Abnormal farms.-Insofar as it was possible to identify them, 
abnormal farms include public and private institutional farms, 
community enterprises, experiment station farms, grazing associ­
ations, etc. 
Farms by type.-The classification of farms by type' was made 

on the basis of the relationship of the value of sales from a partic­
ular source or sources to the total value of all farm products sold 
from the farm. In some cases the type of farm was determined 
on the basis of the sale of an individual farm product, such as 
cotton, or on the basis of closely related products, such as dairy 
products. In other cases, the type was determined on the basis 
of sales of a broader group of products such as corn, sorghum, all 
small grains, field peas, field beans, cowpeas, and soybeans. Part­
time, residential, and abnormal farms were not classified by type. 
Only commercial farms were classified by type. In order to be 
classified as a particular type, sales or anticipated sales of a product 
or a g,roup of products had to represent 50 percent or more of 
the total value of products of the farm. 

Only the farms in tho sample (one-fifth of the farms plus all large 
farms) were classified by type. 

The types of farms for which data are shown, together with the 
product or group of products that had to represent 50 percent or 
more of the total sales in order for the farm to be so classified, arc 
as follows: 

Type 

Cotton ____ -- ____ --- __ -
Cash grain ___________ _ 

Other field crop _______ _ 

Vegetable ____________ _ 
Fruit and nut _________ _ 

Dairy ________________ _ 

Poultry ___________ - __ -

Livestock l'arms other 
tlmn dairy and 
poultry. 

Product or group of products amount­
ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold. 

Cotton. 
Corn, sorghum, small grains, field peas, 

field beaus, cowpeas, and soybeans. 
Peanuts, Irish potatoes, swectpotatoes, 

tobacco, sugarcane, sugar beets for 
sugar, and other miscellaneous crops. 

Vegetables. 
Berries and other small fruits, and tree 

fruits and nuts. 
Milk and other dairy products. 
The criterion of 50 percent of the total 

sales was modified in tho ease of dairy 
farms. A farm for which the value of 
sales of dairy products represented 
less than 50 percent of the total value 
of farm products sold was classified as 
a dairy farm if: 

(1) Milk and other dairy produets 
accounted for3 0 percent or 
more of the total value of 
products, and 

(2) Milk cows represented 50 percent 
or more of all cows, and 

(3) Sales of dairy products, to­
gether with the sales of cattle, 
a,mounted to 50 percent or 
more of 1;he total sales. 

Chickens, eggs, turkeys, and other 
poultry products. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, goat milk, and products from 
animals slaughtered on the farm, 
provided the farm did not already 
classify as a dairy farm. 
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Type Product or group of products amount-

ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold-Con. 

GoneraL ______________ Farms were classified as general when 
the value of products from one source 
or group of sources did not represent 
as much as 50 percent of the total of 
the value of all farm products sold. 
Separate figures nre given for three 
types of general farms: 

(a) Primarily crop, (b) primarily live­
stock, and (c) crop and livestock. 
Primarily crop farms represent farms 
for which the sale of one of the follow­
ing crops or groups of crops- vege­
tables, fruits and nuts, cotton, cash 
graius, or other field crops- did not 
amount to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold, but 
for which the value of sales for all 
thcRc groups of crops represented 70 
percmrl; or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. Primarily live­
stock farms are those which could not 
be cla1:isified as dairy farms, poultry 
farms, or livestock farms other than 
dairy and pouUry, but on which the sale 
of livestock and poultry and livestock 
and poultry products amounted to 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. General crop 
and livestock farms arc those which 
could not be classified as either crop 
farms or livestock farms, but on which 
the sale of all crops amounted to at 
least 30 percent but less than 70 per­
cent of the value of all farm products 
sold. 

l\1isccllanoous and un- This group represents farms that were 
elruisifiod farms. not classified by type. It includes 

part-time, residential, and abnormal 
farms. It also includes miscellaneous 
types of commercial farms if 50 percent 
or more of the total value of products 
was accounted for by sale of horti­
cultural products, or sale of horses, 
or sale of fur animals, or sale of forest 
products, or sale of bees and honey. 

Beeamm of ehanges in the method of classifying farms by 
type, comparative dnta by typo of farm for earlier censuses are 
not shown in this report. 

Ve.lue of fa.rm products sold,-'The value of farm products sold, 
as obtained in the 1950 Census of Agriculture, represents the 
approximate total of the gross cash income of tho farms of a 
parbioular county or State. Gross sales by farmers, however, are 
greater than the gross income to agriculture because of the inclu­
sion of intor-farm sales. Feed crops, feeder cattle, and breeding 
stock purchased by formers contribute most to this duplication 
in gross sales. 

Enumerntors and farmers were instructed to include as sold any 
part of a crop that was yet to be sold. Trades, such as trading 
eggs at the store, were considered the same as cash sales. Products 
Buch as fruit, vegetables, and eggs purchased for immediate l'esale 
were not included because this was not considered as farm produc­
tion. Likewise, immediate resale of cattle was collsidered as 
dealer operations, whereas resale of fattened fe(lder cattle was 
considered as farm production and the sales were included, even 
though these cattle may have been reported as sold by the farmer 
who sold them as feeders. 

For many farms the sales enumerated do not represent their 
total gross cash income because certain sales were excluded and 
there was 110 provisio11 for enumerating unusual sources of income. 
For example, sales of baby chicks, Government payments such as 
those for soil conservation, and income received by the farm 
operator for off-farm work, for custom work, and from land rents 
and other investments are not included. 

In general, the value of the sales of livestock, livestock products, 
nursery and greenhouse products, and forest products is for the 
calendar year 1949. On the other hand, the value of the various 
crops sold is for the crop year immediately preceding the census. 

The value of the sales of each farm product was usually obtained 
in connection with the enumeration of the production of that 
particular product. In some cases, related farm products were 
grouped for the purpose of obtaining the value of products sold; 
for example, small grains and straw sold were all included as a 
group. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report gross sales 
without deduction of expenses of any kind. However, it was 
impossible to obtain full adherence to this rule. The degree to 
which this instruction was followed varied from area to area 
depending primarily upon the type of farm products grown. For 
farm products which did not vary greatly in price it was possible 
during the course of processing the questionnaires for tabulation 
to make adjustments in those cases where there was obvious mis­
interpretation of the instructions. In examining the sales figures 
reported for individual farms, an entry was questioned if the indi­
cated average price received was less than 50 percent or more than 
200 percent of the State average price. Any report for an indi­
vidual farm with entries outside these limits was referred for 
examination and changed if necessary. In general, changes on 
these questionnaires were not made unless a study of the question­
naires for nearby farms indicated that there was obvious error in 
reporting. It was not possible to correct all errors in enumeration, 
such as failure to include all products yet to he sold, omissions of 
some sales shared by the landlord or partner and reporting of net 
receipts instead of gross. While this tendency understates the 
total value of all farm products sold for a county or State, it does 
not seriously affect the use of the statistics as a measure of the 
relative importance of the different producing groups. 

Poultry sales.-In the 1950 Census of Agriculture there was 
included on the questionnaire an instruction to exclude sales of 
baby chicks from the item of sales of poultry and poultry products. 
Receipts from the sale of baby chicks by hatcheries and farms 
were included in the 1945 Census of Agriculture. For this reason 
there will be an apparent large decrease in sales of poultry and 
poultry products in some counties which can be attributed almost 
entirely to change in procedure. Hatchery operations arc concen­
trated in relatively few counties. However, this change in pro­
cedure should be considered in appraising the data on poultry 
sales. In important commercial broiler areas the poultry sales 
enumerated may be understated because of the difficulty of finding 
all operators who were engaged in broiler production in lll49. 
'.l'hose who had discontinued operations may have left the com­
munity. Contract operations also presented a problem in tho 
enumeration; for example, a farm operator may have fed broilers 
for a percentage of the profits. Since he did not own the poultry, 
he may not have TCported the sales. 

Differences in data presented by counties and by State economic 
areas.-In many cases, data presented by State economic areas 
have been estimated on the basis of tabulations for a sample of 
the farms while most of the data presented by counties have 
been obtained by the tabulation of data for all farms in the 
county. However, data on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm expenditures, and value of land and buildings have 
been estimated for each county on the basis of the tabulation of the 
figures for only a sample of the farms in each county. The same 
sample of farms was used also for the tabulation of dat;t for 
those items by State economic areas or for the State. In some 
cases, the totals presented for these items by counties will differ 
from the totals presented in tables giving data by State economic 
areas or for the State since, as a matter of economy, adjustments 
were not made in the tabulations when the difference was not 
great enough to affe·ct the usefulness of the data. 


	Table of Contents
	Help with the 1950 Census

