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PREFACE 

Volume I, Counties and State Econmnic Areas, is one of the four principal reports pre
senting the results of tho Hl50 Census of Agriculture and related programs of the Seventeenth 
Decennial Census. This volume, in :H parts, presents the compilation of t.he information 
given by farm operators to Census enumerators in 1050. 

The 1950 Census of Agriculture was taken in conformity with the Act of Congress 
providing for the fifteenth and subsequent deccmnial censusm;, approved June 18, Hl20, 
as amended. 

The collection of the data was carried out by Census enumerators under the direction 
of supervisors appointed by the Director of the Census and working under the direction of 
Lowell T. Galt, Chief, Field Division. The planning of the census and the compilation 
of the statistics werP supervised by Hay Hurley, Chief, Agriculture Division, and Warder 
B. Jenkins, Assistant Chief. They were aHsisted by I-li!t,on E. Robison, Alvin T. M. Lee, 
Harold C. Phillips, Floyd W. Berger, Lois Hutchison, Glady1:1 J,, Eagle, Orville M. Slye, 
Henry A. Tucker, and Orvin L. Wilhite. The mechanical tabulation, by electrical ma
chines, was made under the supervision of C. F. Van Aken. The maps were prepared 
under the supervision of Clarence E. Batschelet, Geographer. 

Acknowledgment is made of the technical assistance and the loan of technical personnel 
by the United States Department of Agriculture in the planning, the enumeration, and the 
compilation of the 1950 Census of Agriculture. 

SEPTEMBER 1952. 
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UNITED STATES CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1950 

REPORTS 
Volume I.-Counties and State Economic Areas.-Statistics for counties include number of farms, 

acreage, value, and farm operators; farms by size, by color and tenure of operator; facilities and equipment, 
farm labor, and farm expenditures; livestock and livestock products; specified crops harvested; farms and 
farm characteristics for commercial farms; farms classified by value of farm products sold, by type of farm, 
and by economic class; and value of products sold by source. 

Data for State economic areas iHdude farms and farm characteristics by size of farm, by tenure of oper
ator, by type of farm, and by economic class. 
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Volume I will be published in 34 parts as follows: 

Stutu or States 

New England State;;: 
l\fafoc. 
New Hampshire. 
Vermont. 
i\'fas1mchusetts. 
Hhorle faland. 
Connecticut. 

Midrlle Atlantic States: 
Now York. 
Nc;w Jersey. 

, Pennsylvania. 
hast North Central: 

Ohio. 
Indiana. 
Illinois. 
Michigan. 
"Wisconsin. 

West; North Central: 
M imieHota. 
Iowa. 
Mi:;~mnri. 
NortJt Dakota and South Dakota. 
Ncbmslm. 
Kansas. 

South AtJm1 tfo: 
Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbia. 

Part 
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17 
18 

Hl 
20 
21 
22 

23 
2·1 
25 
2G 

27 
28 
20 
30 
31 

32 
33 
34 

Stutn or St11t~s 

South Atlantic-Continued 
Virginia mid Wei;t. Virginia . 
North Ciuolina and South Carolina. 
Georgia. 
Florida. 

East South Central: 
Rcntuckv. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Mississippi. 

West South Central: 
ArkansaH. 
Louisiana. 
Oklahoma. 
Texas. 

Mountain: 
Montana. 
Idaho. 
Wyoming and Colorado. 
New Mexico and Arizona. 
Utah and Nevada. 

Pacific: 
Washiugt.on and Oregon. 
California. 

Territories iiml posscsi;ions. 

---.~~"~·-~··---·-------------------~--~-----------------------

Volume II.-General Report.-Statistios by Subjects, United States Census of Agriculture, 1950. Sum
mary d1ihi and mialyseH of the cfata for States, for Geogrnphic Divisions, and for the United States by sub
j<.l('tK as ilhuitriited by the chapter titles listed below: 

-·~-----------------·------------1 
I 

II 

III 

IV 
v 

VI 

Farm;; and Land in FarmR. 
Ago .. He1-1idc11cc, Years on Farm, Work 

off Fann. 
Farm Facilities, HoadH, Trading Cen

ter, Farm Equipment. 
Farm Labor aud Farm Expouditures. 
Fa.rm :Mortgages, Farm Taxes, Cash 

Hont. 
LiveHtock and Livestock Product.s. 

----·- ------~- -----------
VII 

VIII 

IX 
x 

XI 

XII 
XIII 

I"ield CropH and Vegetables. 
Frnits am\ Nuts, Horticultural Specialties, 

ForcHt; Products. 
Value of Farm Pror!ncti:l. 
Size of Farm. 
Color, Race, and Tenure of Farm 

Operator. 
Economic ClaRs of F1\rm. 
Type of Farm. 

-----··-----""-·-------------------------------~· ----·-~··---- ------~··----

Volume III.-Irrigation of Agricultural Lands.-State reportR with rl11t1i fur conntieo; n.llfl drn.inuge b!t8i11s 
nm\ n :mnnmny for tho United States, including number of eut-erprii;es, irrign,tion worlrn imd equipment, 
1-10111·c:e of water, new capital investment since 19-10, eost of irrigation water, number of forms and acreage 
irrig1tted, and quantity of water used for irrigatio11 purposes. 

The 8tnte reports will lie issued as scpu.rate parts of Volume III a:s follows: 
---------· .. ==,========================================= 

1 Arizona. 
2 Arkansas and Oklahoma. 
3 California. 
4 Colorado. 
5 I•'lorida. 
(i Idaho. 
7 I(ausas. 
8 J,ouisiana. 
n lHontaua. 

10 Nebraska. 
11 Nevada. 
12 New Mexico. 
13 North Dakota and South Dakota. 
14 Oregon. 
15 Texas. 
16 Utah. 
17 Washington. 
18 Wyo1ning. 

Volume IV.-Drainage of Agricultural Lands.-State reports with statistics for cotrnties a11d a summary 
for the United State,;. One part only. Data ou laud in dru.inage enterprises, number and types of enter
prises, cost of drainage, indebtedness, assessments; and dminnge works. 

lV 



KENTUCKY 

History of the census of ngricul ture .. ,,,,.,., .• , .. , , , , •. , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , .• 

TI
Legnl basis ~or. the 1950 Census of Agriculture .•.•.•.•••. ,,.,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

1e euumcrnt1on .•. ,., ••• ,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,. 
Questionnaires used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture •• ,,.,,,,,.,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,, 

SAMPLING 
Description of the sample for the 1950 Census ......... ,, ...... , .. , ..... , .. ,., .. ,, 
Description of the sample for the IQ45 Census,.,,,.,,, .•. ,,,,, .. ,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,, 
Adjuatment of the snmple.,,.,.,,,,., .. ,.,,.,.,,,,,,,,, .•. ,,., .. ,.,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,, 
Heliahility of estimates Lased on the snmple,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 
Method of estimation.,,,,,,.,, ••• ,.,.,,.,, •• ,., •••• ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

LAHGF. FAl1MS 
Cri terin •. ,,,.,,.,.,, .• ,,,.,, ••••• ,.,,,,,,,, , • , , , , , • , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , • , • 

PRF.R!NTATION Of STATISTICS 
Stnte tnhles .. , .. , ...... ,, .. ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,.,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,, .• 
C'.ounty t11blea, •• , •. ,., ..• ,,., .• ,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,, .. ,,,.,,,.,,,.,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,, 
State economic area tables.,,,.,,,.,,., •• ,.,,,,,,,,.,.,,,., •••. ,, •.•••. , •• , .• , •. , 
Minor civil division tables •••• ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,.,.,,,,,.,,,,,, •• ,,,,,.,. 
State economic areas .. ,.,,., .. ,.,,, ... ,.,.,,., .. ,,.,, .. ,., .. ,., .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 
C'..ompnrnbility of data for various cenauaea.,. , •....• , . , ,, •••••..••...•. , •... ,, ,, , 

OPFINTTIONS ANO EXPLANATIONS 
GENlmAL FAllM INfOllMATION 

llle census date .•.. ,, ..• , .. , •• ,,,,, .•...•••....•.•.•••.•.•• , •• , ••. ,, .••••..••..•. 
A fnrm .• ,.,,., •. , ..•• • •,,. • • • • • • •, · · • • • · • · • • • • · • • · • · · · · • · · · • · · • · • • • · • • • • • ''' • • • ' · 
Enumcrnt.inn of land located in more thnn one county,,,, ...•••.•.. ,., ...••...•.•.. 
Farm opet·ntors ..•.• ,., •. ,, •. , •.........•..•. , •••. , .•.• ,,,,, .• ,,.,,,, .. , ••. , ...••. 

Fnrms reporr.in,:i or operators reporting ....•. , .•••••• , .••••..•..•• , ... ,.,.,,, •.••. 
Lnnd ownod, rented, nnd mnnnged.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,, ••. , ..•..• , •.••• ,, ..••• ,.,.,,., 
Land owned •.•.•..•....•....•••.•..•.•.•..•..•••• ,, .• ,, •• ,, ..•......• •····•••··•·• 
Lnnd rented from othera.,,.,,.,,,,, •• , ••••• ,.,, •. , ••... , .•• , •.... ,,,.,., •.••• , •. , 
l..und runted to uthers ... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Lnnd nren ...•.. , .•. , ...••.•• ,.,,,, .• , •. ,., .....•.••......•..•........••..•.. • · •. • 
Ll\nd in farms ••.•.••• , •••.•.• , .•••..•.•.••• , .•••. , .•••..•.........•...••..••...• • 
Value of lnnri and buildings, •• , .• , .. , .• , .. , .•. , •.....•..••.•••. , ... , .••••.••..•.. 
ARe of operators ••••• ,.,,,.,,,,.,,,,,.,.,,, .. ,, •. ,,,,, .. ,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
llcBidence nf ferm operator.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,, ......... ,.,,, .• ,,,,,,,,, 

Yeors ou present Cnrm (ytnu· begnn opertttion tlf prefH':llt farm) •..........•.•....••• 
Off- farm work nnd other income •. , ..............•...•••.•• , . , , , •...•...••..•....•. 
Specified fncil1ti~s ••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, ......•............• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, 
Spcci fied (~quipment on farms., .••.....•.•••.. , .••••••••..•...••.... , .•..• , .•..••. 
Classification of farms by cl au of work power ................................. .. 
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OE FIN IT IONS A ND EX PLAN A 1' I ONS-Continuod 
GENEl\AL FARM lNFOi1MATION-{'.ontinuod 

Farm labor, .. , , , , ••• , , , , , , , , , •• , , ••• , , , , , • , , , •• , , , • , • , , . , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
Specified farm expenditures.,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., 
F'Drm mortp;ogc.f!I.: •• ,,, •• ,,,, •• ,.,,,,.,,,.,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., 
Fnrm tn.xea .•.• , ••• , , , , • , • , ••• , • , • , •• , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , •• , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
Cash rent,,.,,,.,,.,,,,,,.,,,, ••.• ,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, •... ,,,,, .. ,,, .. ,.,,,,.,,,, ... , 

Inl1IGATION 

IrriRat1~d furms.,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, ••• ,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
Lnnd in f11rms lr1·i~a1·.e:d,, •••• , , , • , , , • , , , ....... , , , , • , , , • , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
lrrip;nted lunl! in Carma l\ccording to use,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •. ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, •• , 

LIVESTOCK 
Milk cnws; cows millccd; milk product.ion •. , .• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Sows and p.:i lts farrowinR, .• , ..• ,.,,., •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,., •• , .••• , •.. , ..• ,,.,,., .. 
She:ep and l ombs and wool. , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , • , , , , , , , , , , , •• , , , , , , .. , , , , , , . , . 
rioatn and mohei1·., ........... , ...... ,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
Beoa nnd h(lney, .••. , • , .•...••. , , . , , . , , . , , , , , ••• , , , • , , •. , . , , • , , • , .• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • 
Vnlue of livestock on fo.rmu,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., ..••••.••.••.•.•..... ,, 
Livestock prncluc:ts,,.,,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, •••• ,,., ... , .. ,., •. , 

C£10PS 
Crc>pB harvfi1:1ted.,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,., •. ,,,,.,,,,,, •.••• , .••••• , ••••• ,, ••••.• ,, 
Corn .....••. ,.,,,., •. ,,,.,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,, •..... , •........••.•.•.•..•...•• ,, •. 
Annuul lcp.urn(ls, ..•••....•.• , , , , , , , .. , , • , , , •• , , , , , . , , , , •• , , , , , , , •• , ••• , •• , •.••••••• 
!lay crnpti, .. , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , •• , , , ••• , . , . , , , , , •• , , , , •• , , 
Clovt~r need, nlhlfa, gr•rna, and other field se(l!d crops ......................... . 
Irinh [Hltnto-o.a and swt'!etpotntoes.,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,. ,, , •• , , • , ,, , , , • , •• ,, •• , , 
Ber1·ir.fi and other smul l f1·u1 ta,,,.,, , , , , . , •.••••••• , , , , • , • , , , • , , , •• , , • , , , , • , , , , , , 
Tree fruil.s 1 n\tts 1 nnd p:rape:s, , , , , , . , , , , • , , , , •••••. , •• , , •.•• , • , ••• , , , ••• , , , , •••• , 
Nursery Rn<l greenhouse products.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,.,,, •• ,, •• ,.,,.,,.,,,,, •• , 
Value elf crops bo.rvested,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,., •• ,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,, ••••. ,.,,. 

CLASSIFICATION OF FAm1s 
Fn:rms by niz.c,,,.,.,,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,.,,, •• , •• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , •• , . , , , ... , 
F'orms by tonure of operator.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
F'"rma by color or race of operator,.,, ••• ,.,.,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., .. ,.,, .• ,.,,.,,. 
Ft\rms by economic r.l ast.1,,., •••• ,,, •• ,,,,,,., •• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , . , , •. , • , •. , , , 
Fn.rms by type •.•.•••• , , , , •• , , , • , , , •• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , • , , , , , •. , . , .• , 

Velue of fnrm producta sold •.• ,.,, .. ,., •.••.• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,, .... ,.,.,,,,, .... 
Poultry snlcs, .......•...•••••• ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Differences in datn preacnt.ed by counties nnd by State economic araas.,.,,,,,, •. , 

Chapter A-STATISTICS f011 T!IE STATE 

State Tnlilc-
1. -Farms, ncreaRe, nnd value: Censusos of 11}20 to 1950 .• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
2.-fnrms by size: Censusen of ll)20 to 1950 ••....•..•.••..•. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
::l.-Furms by color nnd tenure of opera.tot•: Censuses of 1920 to 19SO ... ,,,,, •. ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
4.-C:n.sh runt paid for farm land and buildings: Censuses of 1930 to 19!\0,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••..•••••••••••.•...•••••••..•••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
5.-Farrn operntors hy color, residence, off~fnrm work, ap;e, and yeunJ on pre.5ent form: Cenauaes of 1920 to 19SO •..•••..•.••••••...•.•.•.• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
(l, -Dnte of enumerntion: Censuses of llJSO and 1945 •. , •••..•. ,.,,,,, .......... , .•• , .•••• , , , •..•••• , ••• , , ••••.•. , .. , , •••• , •• , , , , ••. , , , •• , .•••.• , , • , •.•..• , ••... , , , , , , .... , 
7,-Specified facilities nud equipment, t.rnding center, and rnads: Censuses of 1920 to l95Q,,,,,,, •••••••••.•.......•• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
R.-Mntnl'~rucks, lractnrs, and automobileB on fnrmth classified by ye11r of mc1dtil: C..enau11tH1 of 1950, 1945, nnd l940 ..................................................... . 
Q.-f<'arm labor nntl specified form expend1tur~s: Cennunes of }1)20 to 1950 ••.••.•.•..••..•...•••....•.••••••••. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

10.-Farm tl\xes: C1infn1ses of 1930 to 1950,, .. , ...••..••.••..•..•........•...•••••. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •.••••... ,, •.•..•.•.•.•..•.••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ...••...•.......•... 
11.-Livestock and livest.ocl( products: Censuses of 1920 to 1950 .•...•..••......•••......••.•....•. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
12. -.Sp11cified crops harvested: Censu~es of 1920 to 1950 •.... ,,,,,,,.,, •• , .•.••.•. ,,.,,, •.. ,, .. , • ..•.•• , ••••.•. , •. •, •, • • • •, .. , •.•.... • •. •,, • • • ... , • .•. • • • • • • • • • • • •.,,,,, • 
1:\.-Fnrms, farm chaructc:ri.stic.'i, and farm products for specified lHrge fnrms: Census of 1950 •.•.•.•.• ,, •.•.. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, ...•..•..•.••.•• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
14. -Farmtt ond land in farmf!, by color and tenure of farm 01•erat.or: Census nf 1950.,,, ... ,,.,,,,,.,.,,.,, •• ,.,,,, •. , • , • , .... , • , •.•• , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , •• , • , .••... , , .•• , , .. , • 
15.-Vnrms and form characteristics, by color 1J.11J tenure of operator: Census nf }Q5Q,, ...•..••.•...•••..• ,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, 
ltl.-farmtt das.uihed by size of farm, by type of farm, nnd by economic claaa; ,·alue of producLa anld by &ource, livestock, and specified 

crups, by color and tenure of opcrntnr: Census of 1950 .. ,, ... , ••.. , .•.........• , • , , , , • , , , • , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , , , , • , .. , , , , , , •. , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , •.•••.. , , , .•. , •• , . , , .• 
17.-Cssh rent pnid for farm lnnd and buildings: Census of 1950 .•. ,,,, ..•.••......•....•....••.••..••••.. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •........•..•.•••••••.••••• , ••••••••••••••• 
lR.-Fnrm taxes: Census o[ 1950 •..•• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••.....•.......••....•• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••....•.. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .....•...•••.••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• 
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INTRODUCTION 
History of the census of agriculture.-The first National cernms 

of agriculture was taken in connection with the Sixth Dccenuial 
Census of Population in 1840. Since 1840, a cemntH of agriculture 
has been taken in co11junctio11 with tho ccmrns of population iu <mch 
decennial enumeration. CongreHH firs1; provided for a mid-decm1 nial 
agriculture census to be taken in Hl15, but because of Worlcl War I 
this ceuHus WUH not taken. Congress again provided for a mid
decennial 1tgricult.urc cenRus to be taken aR of Jiinnary 1, Hl25. 
Since Hl20, 'Lher<' hns been a Federal cemms of agricult.ure every 
fift.h year. 

Legal basis for the 1950 Census of Agl'iculture.-Authoriwiiou 
for the I \150 CenHllH of Agricultmc wm; mnde in the act of CongreHH, 
approved June 18, 1020, providing for the iift.ecHth 1wd KllhHnq1wnt 
decenuial ceusuHes. This act also provided for It cellHllH of 
agriculture in Hl35 and every 10 years thereafter. 

The enumeration.--AlHlut 2 welllrn prior tn tho c•enHllH elate of 
April 1, l 050, agriculture queHtimumiroH wore clhitrilrnt.ecl to hox 
holderR in rural areaR n11d to box holdcrK in other IU'li!IH 11nt having 
cit.y-type mnil delivery in all StateH except North Caroli111t, Hont.h 
Carolina, Gcorgin, Alabama, MiHsiHRippi, LoniHiana, am! i11 05 of 
the 75 countfoR in Arkm1sas. 'l'ho ngric11ltnre queKtimmnimH 
distributed wore nccornpmticd by a letter m;Jd11g form oriomtorK 
t.o examine tho qtwsLi01rnaire and nrnnvor aH ma11y of Lhe q11eKtio11H 
as possible prior to 1.he vh·dt. of the Cl'ltHllH e111mwra·t.or. ThiK 
met.hod of e11unH~r11t.io11 WllK deHigued to help the en11nwn1Lor and 
the farmer and to obt.niu more ncenrnte i11formut.ion tl11w in fm111Pr 
ctmRURos. Ennmerat.orH WPl'C rer111irecl to vh-1it. each farm t.o piok 
np, cmuploie, or fill tlw ngricnnuro qtwriiiom1airo and to obtain 
the required informa'l.ion 011 population mid homdng. '1'hiK procc~
clure enabled farm uporat.orK t.o become familiar wit.It tho kincl,.; of 
information required for the cc11sus and also enabled them to check 
t.hcir records prior to 1.lie vi::;it. of tlrn Ccrnsus oumncrator and to 
compile any data ueocletl for auHworiug the inquirios 011 the q1w:-1-
tionnairc. Evon if the farm oporat.or had filled mti. tho agricnhme 
qtrnstionuaire, the CtrnsnH cmnuerat.or was iuRtrncted to examine 
the eutrieK to determine that all required entries had benn 1n·opm·ly 
mac lo. 

Plans for the 1 \l50 Con~ns inclmled four provhdo11s rleHiguml to 
iIIHnre completeness of covcmgo of the eommH of agricult.ure. 
F'irHt., the qtieHt.iommire used fort.he ecrnms of popuh1t.inu 0011t.ni11ed 
two poHHible inquiries for every family ommwrat.ecl. Orn• nf t.hn.~e 
queRt.ionH was: "fa this lwuse on it farm?" In cat-io t.hn 11n;;wor WILK 

"No," the ,;ecoml wuK: "IK ihiK ho1rne on n plncm uf throe or more 
acre;;'?" If t.he irnswor to either of theKo inqnirioH waH "Yes," the 
Cen:-inH emmiemLor wns inHt.rucl.ocl to o!Jtail1 an agric11l Lure q 1wH
t.ion11nirc from the person in clmrgP of the place. ThiH pro<~<"c.lnre 
was used in orc!Pr to inHure t.lw <murnemt.ion of plnceH, not. loc1illy 
considered as fiirrnH, with Rlllliciont. agricu!LurtLI 1n·mlnctio11 {.o 
qualify as farms accorrli11p; t.o Cen~u;; eriteria. While thiH urnt.1101! 
rcsnlt.ccl in tho smmriug of a cm1Hiclernhli• munber of q11ostimm1.tir<1H 
which clid not. meet t.he criforia, it rlirl insure th<' inclusion of many 
placeH that. might. not hu.vc1 !won enurnurat.ed 01.herwii:;e, 

Second, as in several former co11sui-;m:, ennmerat.or;; in rural 
arnnR were inRt.rnct.llll ·t.o intlicat.c on their llULJlH t.he location of 
every dwelling pince mid form. This vroceclurn w11R intended to 
help the HllperviRnr to asccrt.ain if hiK eHnmeraton: had vi:.;ited nll 
partR oft.ho e11umerat.io11 diHt.rict.R 1tRHig;11e<l them. 

Third, prior to 'l he c1~w;1rn, list.H of the vt>ry large fttrmK W(~ro 

prepared from the rccorrlH of t.hc l 045 CernmH of Agric11lt.1tre and 
were reviewed in 1\J4H by mernhern of the field sLsfl' of t.lw B11rnn11 

of Agriculf;ural EconomiCf1, U. S. DeparLmeut of Agrioultnre 
(swom in aR special agents of tho Bnrcnu of the Cmums) for tlrn 
Jlllrpose of makillg correctiomi, clciletiouK, and additions !L~ neces
Hary. Thesci lists were givon t.o the CouHUR RllperviHor::; who wern 
reqnil'erl t.o check them t.o :;eo that oach of t.lw forms was enumer
ated. The que1:1t.ionnairc:-1 obtained were 11Jso checked whh t;ho 
Jh;ts of lnrge farms during the proues!'ling in ·t.lte vVashiugt.ou 
offlcm. (Hrm Litrge Farms, p. x.) 

l•'o11J'l.h, in moHt, of the Soul:h, it Hpccial Hl1Jl)llemm1t1try q1w,;1.ion
naire (Litndlord-Tmrnut. Opm·at:ious Qnest.itmtmil'o) 1ticlml in the 
emumn·at.iou of oroppur nucl othor t.euan'f; farmH en111priKiJ1g partH 
of largm ltuu l holclingH, plan1.ittions, ot.e. ThiH q tl('Htiounairn \V!I~ 

required when two or more aµ;ricultnre c1uc:-lt.iounnirn11 \\'tm~ 11ee1 led 
for IL hmd lwkliug. Euumorator:> were to liHf: t.ho nanws llf tlw 
l!tmllunl aud each eroppor !Llltl ot.her ·t.<ma1tt. aud 1 o µ;ivn, fur e1wh 
!iHliug, the iuforn111tion callocl for 011 t.he 111mKl.ionuairo. 

Questionnaires used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture,···Tho 
llltmbor of iucplirioH in the HlliO CmtHllA of Aµ;ri<:nH.11ru vnriml from 
t:\t.atu t.11 St.at.11. A t.oial of 41 rlifforcrnt. vmKinnK of 1.lto q1wHi.i1111-
mtiro wns ltHml for taking t.lw oensnR. Tho qtteKtionuaireH ern1-
t.nined frnm l 8•l to 22D inq11iri<1H. M u:-d. of Lhe diffl•r<mcc1s in t.lt1.1 
mtmher of it1q11irit1H rolaLerl ·Lo eropH. By nsillg Ht.1t;l.n q11u;;1.in11-
11nirns, jt, WllH ]10HRihJe j.(I rnclnco tlw ll llllliJOI' Of i11q11irim; Clll'J'icd Oil 

the qnestionnairc for !l partfoul!Lr St1t·t.n by l'liminnl.i11µ; qm1Rtii.111:,;, 
maiuly for crnpK, whinh woro not. 1qrplical>ln ill t.hat .. St.11t.o. For 
ox11111plo, ricn iH nu import!tnt orop in ollly n fow Htttt11,i; by 1.Jw nKe 
of Ht.ate cptoHtionn!LireR, it. WllK poHKible to omit. [.Jw i11q11iry un rice 
from tho q1w>1·t.immaires for nil St.at.er; oxcopt. thm111 in which rice 
is an important. crop. AIHo, t.ho use of it Htat.u q1t11Rt.i01mniro urndo 
it. pmiRil>le to have :.;npamt.o quuHt.io11H for 1111 (;ho importiwt crops 
grown iu a part.iculttr St.ate, and ·t.o o\'it.iLiu rnportH of pt•oduet.iou in 
t.lw unit of mmtHnro commouly URtld in Uutt Ht.n:t.o. 'l'iliH variation 
in t.hu u11mhcr of inqniritlR by S~ttteH (1•egioualilmt:iou) WILH nsod in 
Kevoml proviomi ccnHuReH. It waH mmcl to a great.er extent in tho 
1050 Cm1suH. 

SAMPLING 

Sampling WlLH nHed for the 1!)50 Ce111:ms of Agrieult;ure in two 
wityR. li'h'Ht, the data on farm focilit.imi and equipment, farm 
11LlJOr, farm expcmclitnrm:i, cliHt1iucc to tmdiug center, vnluc of farm 
land tLncl lmilrlingH, trtxc1H, nrnrt.µ;nµ;c doht, etc. (QuestionH 30G 
Lhrongh 332 of tho qnost.ion1.111ire; seo faeHimile in the nppendix), 
were e1111meratcd for only IL SAJ\.'1.PLJ.i: of farms. Second, Uw uso 
of a Hti.mple nmcle posHiblc t.he t.abuhit.ion of a greater volume of 
chtl'.!L tlrnn would have been poHsiblc if reportK for all farmH lrnd 
hmm included. In fact., moHt of tho data t:ihcnvn in thiH report by 
St.ate economic areas are ostimalos rmlpared on tho baHiH of t.hc 
t.almlut.ion of dat.n for the s11mple of farms. TirnHe t.abulnt.io11:; nro 
ba;;orl on t.he same Hample of f1umH n,; waH llHt:rl in t.lrn ennmcrntion. 

Description of the sample for the 1950 Census.--Tlw Hample 
11socl for tlH\ 1050 Cmums of Agrhmlture consi1d:ed of 1111 lurge farms 
and omi-fifth of all remaining fanm>. FarmH tu ho incht1 !od 
iu tho sample were select.eel during tlrn nnllllll.\l'!Ltion. 'flu~ 

Co us us l'llllmerator WaR gi von a proct:dnro fol' se!ect.iuµ; i.he 
farnu; to hn ii1clurled in thn smnpll1 aud ho was im1trucLnd 
not to mo<lify I.his proceclnro in any ca,;e. Ho wm; imtnwt1~r.l 

to include in the ~!Lmplu aud to obl.11iu t.he 1.tddil.in11al iuforurn
ticm (answers to Quest.ions 300 throuµ;h 3::!2) for any form if 
the qucstiouuairn on whicl1 it wa:; to IJn enuu10rnt1.•rl ht1d n 
designated serial number. All agricnl!.nro q11estici111i:\ i;·r.'" given 
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to Census enumerators, as well as those distributed through the 
mail, carried a serial number. These serial numbers ranged 
from 1 through 5. The designated serial number of the ques
tionnaire for which the sample information was to be obtained 
was determined by comparing the serial number of the agri
culture questionnaire with the serial number assigned in Wash
ington to the enumeration district. 

Crew leaders were instructed to see that the additional infor
mation required for farms in the sample was obtained for all 
farms on the large farm list. During the processing operations 
in Washington any farm not already in the sample that met the 
criteria for a large farm was added to the sample and if the neces
sary information for items to be obtained only for farms in the 
sample had not been secured, the required data were obtained 
by mail. 

Description of the sample for the 1945 Census.-The sample of 
farms used in 1945 was only about one-third as large as 
that used in. 1950 and was selected by a different method. In 
1945, each county was divided into cross sections of small areas 
averaging 2.5 square miles in Hizc aud containing about 5 farms 
each. A sample of 1 out of every 18 of these small areas or sample 
segments was selected and all farms having their headquarters 
within tho selected areas were designated as sample farms, and 
were emunerakd on questionnaires containing the supplementary 
questions in adclitfon to the questions asked of nonsample farms. 
In 1945, as in 1950, the sampling plan provided for the inclusion 
of approxiiiiately 60,000 large farms regardless of their location. 

Adjustment of the sample.-An adjustment in the sample was 
made for the purposE of (1) improving the reliability of t.he esti
mates from the sample by a. process essentially equivalent to st.rat
ifying the farms in the sample by size and economic class of farm 
and (2) reducing biases introduced because Census enumerators 
did not follow perfectly the method outlined for selecting the 
farms iu the sample. 

Census enumerators did not always correctly follow the sampling 
procedure for selecting farms to he included in the sample. In 
general, enumerators had a tendency to include the larger and 
better farms in the sample. Analyses indicated that more reliable 
estimates would be obtained if the farms in the sample were in 
effect stratified by size and by economic class before the estimates 
wero prepared on the basis of the sample. 

In order to adjust the sample for oaeh economic area, counts 
were obtained of all farms and of sample farms by size and eco
nomic class groups. The correspondiug counts for the sample 
were then compared with the number to be expected for tl1e 
sample (the total count for all farms divided by 5) and au adjust
ment was made so that the sample count equaled its expected value. 
Adjustments were made in the sample by eliminating farms when 
too many were included for a specified class in an economic area 
or by duplicating farms when too few were included. The farms 
eliminated or duplicated for a cla$s were selected at random from 
counties over- or under-represented in the class. The gross adjust
ments involved were relatively small in most areas, averaging 3 
percent eliminated and 2 percent duplicated for all areas in the 
United States. 

This adjustment procedure achieved most of the reduction in 
the sampling errors of the estimates for State economic areas 
that could have been realized by a more complicated method of 
estimation by which separate totals would be tabulated by size 
and economic class groups, estimates prepared group by group 
on the basis of the actual sampling ratio in the group, and the 
group estimates combined to provide the estimates for the econom
ic area. This adjustment procedure also tended to reduce the 
effects of possible biases introduced by failure of some cmumer
ators to follow strictly the rules for selecting the sample farms. 

Reliability of estimates based on the aample.-The figures based 
on the tabulation of data for only a sample of farms are subject 
to sampling errors. When data based on only a sample of farms 

are shown in the same table with enumerated data for all farms, 
the data based on a sample are shown in italics. Approximate 
measures of the sampling reliability cf estimates arc given in State 
Tables 28, 29, and 30 for farms repcrting and for item totals. 

These measures indicate the general level of sampling relia
bility of the estimates, but do not include adequate allowances for 
sources of error other than sampling variation, as for example, 
errors in original data furnished by farmers. Sources of error 
other than sampling may be rdatively more important than 
sampling variation, especially for totals for a State. 

In general, the measures of sampling reliability presented are 
conservative, in that; they tend to overestimate the variations in 
the sample estimates, because: (1) maximum figures intended to 
serve for all State economic areas were used and (2) the predicted 
limits of error do not take into consideration that complete data 
were tabulated for all large farms. Consequently, there is a tend
ency to overest,imate the variations in the sample especially for 
groups for which the totals for large farms represent a high per
centage of the item totals. Data for large farms for a number of 
item:,; are given in State Table 13. The data in this table iuclicate 
for each item the proportion of the State total represented by large 
farms. 

The estimated sampling reliability for number of farms and 
farms reporting specified items is given in State Table 28. Data in 
State Tables 29 and 30 arc given to assist in determining the gen
eral level of sampling reliability of estimatecl totals. Iu State 
'I'ablc 30 a list of the items i8 given and the level of sampling re
liability as shown in State Table 2\1 is indicated. By referring to 
State Table 2\J in the column for the level of Rampling reliability 
designated in St.ate Table 30, the sampling error accol'ding to the 
number of farms reporting may be obtained. State Tables 28 
and 2\J show percentage limits, such that the chances arc abont 
2 in 3 that the differnnce between the estimates based 011 the 
sample and the figure8 that would have been obtained from a tab
ulat.ion for all farms would be less than the limit specified. How
ever, the chances are 99 in 100 that the difforenee would be less 
than two aud one-half times the percentage limit given in the table. 

The dat,a in Stat.e Tables 28 and 29 indicate that when the num
ber of farms reporting specified items is small, the item totals are 
subject t.o relatively large sampling errors. Nevertheless, the com
plete detail for every clas;;ification for each item is prcsentod 
to insuro maximum usefu!rwss for obtaining cstimateR for any 
combinations of items that may be de"'ired. Perccu tage figures 
and averages derived from the tables will generally have greater 
reliability than the estimated totals; also ilignificant patterns of 
relationship may sometimes be observerl even though the individ
ual data are subject to relatively large sampling errors. 

Method of estimation.--All data shown in this niport which arc 
based on a sample of farms have been expanded to represent fig
ures for all farmR. Thesn expanded figures were obtained by 
multiplying by five the totals talmlatecl from Urn sample for all 
except the large farms, aud adding totals tor large farms. 

LARGE FARMS 
Plans for the 1950 Census of Agriculture included special pro

visions to insure the enumeration of all large farm operating units. 
For Census purposes, any farm that met any of five criteria was 
considPred a large farm. The criteria are shown in the following 
table: 
Criteria 

Western States.1 Other States. 
Land in farms 5,000 acres or more 1,000 acres or more 
Total cropland (crop-

land harvested+ crop-
land pastured+crop-
land not harvested 
or pastured) 1,000 acres or more 750 acres or more 

1 Ariz., Calil., Colo., Idaho, Kan~ .• Mont., Nebr., Nev., N. Mex., N. Dak., Okla.' 
Oreg., S. Dak., Tex., Utah, Wash., and Wyo. 
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Cattle of all ages 

Sheep of all age:;; 

Value of farm products 
sold or to be sold 

500 or more 200 or morri 

4,000 or more 500 or more 

$70,000 or more $70,000 or more 

Iu Alabama, Georgia, MiHl!iRsippi, South Caruli11a, and Louisiana, 
and in specified counties in Kentucky, JHaryltind, Misimmi, North 
Carolina, '.l\mnessee, Virginia, Florida, ArkanHaH, and TexuH, tho 
criteria applied to the totals for the entire landlord-tmiant opera
tion, plantation, or other type of large farm holding. If the land
lord-tenm1t operntion qualified as a large farm, the home farm 
portion of the landlord-tenant. operation waH com;ickrerl n lnrge 
farm even though the honrn farm operating unit did not itself nwet 
the criteria for a large farm. 

PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS 

'I'his report pres1111ts data from the HJ50 Cewnrn of Aµ;ri<:nltnro 
wit.h compamhle clata from ]JI'evious ccrnrnReM, beginning with 
Hl20. Data are 1ireso11t.cd for tho State, for eueh oounty, and for 
State economic areas. For oach of thcHe areas, tho t.ables presout. 
some iufurmaLion which is not Ahown in the tables for either of the 
other ureas. 

State tables.-The State t.ablcH present datn for thm;o itcurn for 
which historical figures ure available for ctmsuscin prior to I \Hli. 
They present. clata for some itemH which arn not. shown 111 t.lw 
t:ounty or St.ate economic nreu table:>; for exarnplo, t.axt:H arnl c•iish 
rent. Tlwy also show some itemK from t.110 1050 Consns tha1; are 
carried in t.ho county or St.ate economic area 1.ahles fur which thl'rn 
is adclit.ional information (other than histnricul), for oxamph~, 
wage mtes. 

County tables.-Cnunty tableH 0011t.ai11 some data for mwiL of 
the it.muR on tho l!J50 Questionnaire. llownvor, t.hey <In 1101" eon
taiu all tho 11v11il!tble information; for example, the 1laLa for fitrmH 
by Hize of farm aud by tenure of opurnl.or ure given, in llllrt, iii the 
eonnty LahleR but in greater rJ.et.ail in the l:H.ate eeonmniti nrna 
ta!JleH. 1\1 mit clatn by economic dass of farm 11nrl \Jy t.ypo of fit rm 
are not givm1 in t.hc eonuty tables, hut t.hey are given in t.lw Ht111.n 
table,; nncl in tho St!ttc economic area tahleR. For moH(; i1.nmH the 
available comparable clata from the I \H5 Cemms are ahw Hhow11 in 
theHCJ county tables. 

State economic area tables.-'l'hese ta!JleH preHnnt freq11i,11cy 
cliHtrilrntions of farmH report.iug spocitioc! it"emH, Hlloh UH opt1ratorH 
by age, corn by neres harvt>Hted, catt.lo and ealvei; by 11mnber on 
hand, etc. They also presont. clot.uilml do.ta on farmH and for111 
charact.erir;UeH by oevnral olaHHificatio11H, mrnwly, :-;izc of for111, 
tnnurc of farm opnrat.or, c•conomic claH~ of farm, nucl t.ypo uf f1trrn. 
Farm t•om1t.s am alRo Hhow11 for classiti1m1.iom1 within dtt~Hifieat.io11H, 
for cxumplo, :-<iw of farm by tenure of operator, size of farm by 
economic claRR of farm, and ,.;ize of farm by t.ype of form, ct.t~. 

Minor civil division tables.---Data for mnHt. of t.\tn itmuR i11C'\11ded 
in Llw 1 \l:j() CPllH\IH wnru talrnlat.t:d by rniuor eivil clivisionH. ThPH<• 
are not inclllr!Nl in any pnbliRliecl report.H. Informal.ion fur 1.lws1• 
Rlllllli gcograpltic areaH rnay Im obt.aiuecl liy paying t.lw l'Oi'it. of 
cheeking tho data u11cl prcpari11g Htatistical 1,ubloH. 

State economir: areas.-8tate nc·nnmuic aron,H rnprnsc1d. grtlnp
i11gH of cou11t.ie~ wiLhin a St.ate. Tim couniieH eompriHing a 81.at.<> 
eco110111ic area lmve ~iwilar np;ric11\(.11ral, de11101~raphic, climitUt•, 
physiogmphic, an<l c\1\1.nrnl clmraclerbties. Jlai;iuu.lly, St.nto 
economic arc.ms lmvP ht\ell <'Htahlislwtl for Lbe ]Jlll')H.l~n of preRe11ti11µ; 
Htatistics not only for (.ho 1 \l50 C:criH\I:< of Agriellltmn hut, 11b10 for 
tho Ceususe8 of Population m11l Hm1sillg. In or1for to eHt.ablish 
areas for all 3 of these cm1R1tHei'i, the •J.8 Stutes hn vo been 811brlividPcl 
into 501 State ccououdl\ areaH. (l<'or a clescripUou of Ht.ate economic 
areas, see t.he Spet"1al Heport. of the I \JliO CeirnnK enUUrnl 
"State Economic Areas: A DescripLion of the Proc1\d11re Used ht 
Making a Funetioual Gronping of the Counties in Uw Unito<l 
States.") For the pnrpose of prosonting agricultural Ht.at,i:;t.ics, 
most metropolitan areas have been combined with nrljace11t eco
nomic areas when the numbor of forms aud agricultural production 

of the metropolitan area are of small importanee. On the other 
hand, in a fow cases, because of significant differences in the 
characteristicH of the agriculture within the State economic areas, 
HOilie i:)t,nte economic areas have been subdivided in order to pre
sent statistics for the Hl50 Census of Agriculture. Outside the 
metropolitan areas, the State ecouomic area:;; in general are the 
samo !18 Stal;o type-of-farming area:,;. For the United States, it 
is plunued to !!how detailed statistics for approximately 3G2 State 
economic nreaH. A map Hhowing the State economic areas to 
which thiH reporl; relates is shown at the beghming of Chapter C 
of thiH report 

The uHe of SLatc ecoHomic arem; a>l a unit for the present.ation of 
stal;iHticH !ms made possible many t,abulatio11H, by size of farm, 
tenure of farm operator, economic cla:;;s of farm, fLnc:! type of farm, 
t.lutt. woulcl not. havo !Jeon possible by couutieH because of t,Jw cost 
of (.ulmlat.ion, amount of elerieal work required, eost of publica
Licm, aucl relinbilit,y of the data. Siuce Urn counties eompriHing 
each St.ate eomwmic area have >iimilar characteristics, data fur a 
Htute eem10mic area may bu uHecl for describing, with reu:o;ouable 
iwcnraey, t,ho clrnructeriHtics of t,he agriculture in each county 
nrnking np tile arnn. 

Compara.bility of data for va.rious censuses.-Clm1p11rability of 
t.lw dnta may be uifocted by snch faetors as the month in which 
l.Jw (lJl\11111m11.iou waH made, the dofinition of a form, the wording 
of t.lw qnm<ticms, ot.e. When tho comparabili1"Y iH affect.od to au 
1q>proci11L1\e oxt.m1t., mention iH made of tho diffor(Jl!CllH U!lder Lhe 
HIHicilie item. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

l'lPfiuitionH and expl1111atfons are presentr~tl only for those\ itmmi 
for which tho t11hlH descriptions are ccmsiderocl iiu1dnqn11tn. The 
<lo;;criptivo termH and explanations refer principally to the 1950 
Ct>11H11s of Agrioult.me, although, in µ;minrnl, they me 1tlso applicable 
to earlfor cons111>eH. The dufinitiom1 eonsi8t primarily of a r61mmt'.\ 
of the CJlWfltiounairn wording, occaHiounlly Hllpplenwnted by the 
morn et1Hmrtial ll!tl'LH of i11st;ructions givm' to the enumerators. I~or 
t.lrn exact" phraHing of tho inquiries and of thn i11str11ctio11s included 
011 the qtwRtiouuaire, roferouce i:;hould be made to the facHimile of 
Ult; HlfiO Agricult.nre QneHtirnmaire shown in the arip1mdix. 

Aa a11alyHiH of l;hn i11qnirieK illcluded on t.ho qnesti01m1iires and 
of Lho dat"a oht.ainod iR i:;hown i11 Volunw II, General Heport, Stnt.is
ti<:H l>y 8nlijec:Ls, U nitncl St.at.rn; Co11s11s of Agriculture, 1950. 
Tlw µ,mwr1il report prnHEml,s HtatisUcs for StateH by subject; 
urnt.tl\r. 

GENERAL FARM INFORMATION 

The census date.-Tho 1 OfiO Cernms of Agrieulture was taken ns 
of April I, !Ori!l. Im·p11(.ory itmns relate to approximately that 
1lat,o. Datit on ac:reagl' imcl quantity of crops harvc!stecl are for 
t.lw crop your of 1 \M9. Data 011 Halos of crops relate to crops pro
clneecl i11 tho orop ypar of 1949; d11tu on sales of livestock relate to 
thn calomlar year of 19'!9; dat,a on sales of livestock prnclucts 
rr.laLe t.o t,lw product.ion in the <:alendar yuar of 1949. Although 
tho H<>el.im1 lw1111ing 011 Lhe qncstionnairC1 :;pocifi.ed April 1 for 1111 
illvnnLory it.mus, the individual inquirieR did not refer to any 
ditte. Tlwrnfore, t.lw rnplirJR may represent t.hc date the question-
1rnirn~ worn fillrnl. The questionnaires wore generally filled within 
n fow d11y1:1 following April 1. The net providing for 1.hc census 
rcquiros that. 1w c111mrnmtor be assigned a larger area than he 
ean cmumnrnt.e completoly in 80 clay:-; from the cmrnns clat.u. Thrn 
rirovision waH made for the purpose of ensuring prompt11esH in 
tlw complnt.io11 of t.110 enumeration. However, bcci~nse of weather, 
roadii, or ot.lrnr co11dit.i01rn, a longer period may havo been req11ired 
for tlw ontmH~mt.ion in Ronrn caHcs. The average date of enumer
ntion of the 191\0 Census for eneh eouuty i::; given In County Table 
4, and the perccmtage of farms enumerated by various dates for 
the St11te is given in State Table G. The date on which the enumer-
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a.tor obta.ined the information required for the cellsus of agricul
tme may affect the statistics because of changes that occurred 
between the census date and the actual date of enumeration. 

A farm.-For the 1950 Census of Agriculture, places of 3 or 
more a,cres were counted as farms if the value of agricultural 
products in 1949, exclusive of home gardens, amounted to $150 
or more. The agricultural products could have been either for 
home use or for sale. Places of less than 3 acres were counted 
as farms only if the value of sales of agricultural products in 
1949 amounted to $150 or more. Places operated in 1949 for 
which the value of agricultural products in 1949 was less than 
these minima because of crop failure or other unusual situation, 
and places operated in 1950 for the first time were counted as 
farms if normally they could be expected to produce these mini
mum quantities of farm products. 

All the land nuder the control of one person or partnership 
was included as one farm. Control may have been tI1rough 
ownership, or through lease, reutal, or cropping arrangement. 

The Census enumerator was net given the definition of a farm. 
He was instructed to obtain an agriculture questionnaire for 
every place that the operator considered a farm, for every place 
of 3 or more acres, whether or not it was considered a farm, and 
for certain specialized operations regardless of the size of tho 
place. The specialized operatious include greenhouses and nurser
ies, places having 100 or moni poultry, or on which 300 or more 
dozcm eggs were produced in 1949, and places with 3 or rnore 
hives of bees. Thus, agriculture questionnaires were filler! for 
more places than those that qualified as farms. 

The determination as to which reports were to be included in the 
tabulations as representing farms was made during the processing 
of the questionnaires in Washington. This procedure was followed 
in order that uniform criteria could be applied. 

For the Hl45 and earlier censuses of agriculture, the definition 
of a farm was Homewhat morn inclusive. Census enumerators 
were pro?ided with the definition of a farm and were instructed to 
fill reports only for those places which met the criteria. From 
1925 to 1945, farms for Census pll!'poses included places of 3 or 
more acres on which there were agricultural operations, and places 
of less than 3 acres with agricultural products for home use or 
for sale with a value of $250 or more. For places of 3 or more 
acres, no minimum quantity of agricultmal production was required 
for purposes of enumeration; for places of under 3 acres all the 
agricultural products valued at $250 or more may have been for 
home use and not for sale. The only reports excluded from the 
tabulations were those taken in error and a few with very limited 
agricultmal production such as only a small home garden, a few 
fruit trees, a very small flock of chickens, or the like. In Hl45, 
reports for 3 acres or more with limited agricultural operations 
were l'etained if there were 3 or more acres of cropland and pasture, 
or if the value of products in 1944 amounted to $150 or more when 
there was less than 3 acres of cropland and pasture. 

The definition of a farm in the 1920 Census was similar to that 
used from 1925 to 19'10 but was somewhat more inclusive. In 
that year, farms of less than 3 acres with products valued at less 
than $250 were to be included, provided they required the 
continuous services of at least one person. 

Because of changes in price levels, the $250 limit for value of 
products for farms under 3 acres resulted in the inclusion of 
varying numbers of farms at the several censuses. 

Tho change in the definition of a farm resulted in a decrease in 
the number of farms, largely in those of 3 or more acres in size. 
Places of 3 or more acres wit;h a value of agricultural products of 
less than $150 were not counted as farms in the Hl50 Census. In 
some cases, these places would have been counted as farms if the 
critel'ia used in 1950 had been the same as those used in previous 
censuses. The change in definition had no appreciable effect on 
the data for livestock or crops as the total agricultural production 

for such places would usually account fo1· less than 1 percent of the 
total for a county or State. 

An appmisal of the effects on the statistics of the change in the 
definition of a farm is included in Volume II, General Report, 
Statistics by States, United States Census of Agriculture. 

Enumeration of land located in more than one oounty.-Laud iu 
an individual farm may be located in two or more counties. In 
such cases the entire farm was enumerated in only one county. If 
the farm operator lived on the farm, the farm was enumerated in 
the county in which the farm operator lived. If the farm operator 
did not live on the farm, the figures for the farm have been included 
in the county in which the farm headquarters was located. If 
there was any question as to the location of the headquarters of 
the farm, the farm and all the data for it have been included in the 
county in which most of the land was located. 

Farm operators.-A "farm operator'' is a person who opcmtes tt 
farm either performing the labor himself or directly supervising it. 
He may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant, renter, or share 
cropper. If he rents land to others or has land cropped for him 
by others, he is listed as the operator of only that land which ho 
retains. In the case of a partnership, one member was included as 
the operator. The number of farm operators is considered the 
same as the number of farms. 

Farms reporting or operators reporting.-Figures for farms 
reporting or operators reporting, based on a tabulation of all farms, 
represent the number of farms, or farm operators, for which the 
specified item was reported. For example, if there were 1,022 
farms in a county and only 1,4G5 had chickens on hand over '1 
months old, the number of farms reporting chickens would be 1,4G5. 
The difference in the total number of farms, and the number of 
farms reporting an item, represents the number of farms not hav
ing that item, provided the inquiry was answered completely for 
all farms. 

For some of the items, such as the age of operator, for which 
reports should have been obtained for all farms, .figures arc given 
for the number not reporting. These farms, or operators, not 
reporting indicate the extent of the incompleteness of the reports 
for the i tern. 

Figures for farms reporting or operators reporting, based on a 
tabulation for only a sample of farms, represent the total eAtimated 
from the sample, no1• the actual number of farms reporLing or oper
ators reporting. In a few cases, the estimated total may exceed 
the actual number of farms or farm operators in the county or 
State. 

Land owned, rented, and managed,-The land to be included in 
each farm was determined by asking the number of acres owned, 
the acres rented from or worked on share;; for otluirs, and the acros 
rented t.o or worked on shares by others. The acres in tho farm 
were obtained by adding the acres owned and acres rented from or 
worked on shares by others, and subtracting the acres rented to or 
worked on shares by others. In case of a managed farm the porRon 
in charge was asked the total acreage managed for his employer. 
From ti1is total managed acreage was subtracted any of the acre
age which was rented to or cropped by others. For 1050, the 
figures for land owned, land rent.eel from others, and land managed 
by farm operators include land rented to others by farm operators. 

In earlier censuses, the enumerator was instructed to include all 
land rented from others and to exclude all land rented to others. 
He n1corcled ollly_ that portion of the acreage owned and the acreage 
rented from others which was retained by the farm operator. 
Thus, the land inclndod in each farm was OH»entially the same as 
that included in the 1950 Censmi. 

Land owned.-Land owned includes all land which the operator 
or his wife, or both, hold under title, purchase contract, homestead 
law, or as one of the heirs, or as a trustee of an undivided estate. 

La.nd rented from others.-Land rented from others includes 



INTRODUCTION XIII 

land worked on shares for others, and land used rent free, as well as 
all land rented or leased under other arrangements. Grazing land 
used under government permit was not. included. 

Land rented to others.-M1tuy farm opemtors rent land to 
others. For the most part, this land rented to others represents 
agricultural lands but it also includes tracts rented for residential 
or other purposes. When land is leased, rented, or cropped on 
shares, the tenant or cropper is considered the farm operator even 
though his landlord may exerch:!e supervision over his operations. 
The landlord is considered as operating only that portion of the 
land not assigned to tenants or croppers. 

Land area.-Thc approximate land area reported for 1950 for 
States and counties is, in general, the same as that reported for the 
1945 and 1940 Censuses. Changes since 19,10 represent changes in 
boundary, actual changes In land area due to the constrnction of 
reservoirs, etc. The figures for 1040 represent a complete re-meas
urement of the United St.ates and therefore may be at variance 
with the figures shown for earlier ceususes. 

Land in farms.-The acreage designated "laud in farms" 
includes considerable areas of land not actually under cultivation 
and some land not used for pasture or grazing. All woodland and 
wasteland owned by farm operators, or included in tracts rented 
from others, is included as land in farms unless such fond was 
held for other than agricultural purposes, or unless the acreage of 
such land held by a farm optirat.or was tmusno,lly large. If the 
total acreage of land owned, rented, or managed by a farm operator 
was 1,000 or more (5,000 or moro in tho WcHtcrn States) and 
less than 10 percent of the total was used for crops, or for pasture 
or grazing, or was rented to others, any woodland not; grazed and 
any wasteland, in excess of the acreago used for agricultural 
purposes, were excluded from the farm area. 

Except for open range and grazing lands used under government 
permit, all grazing land was to be included as land in farms. 
Land used rent free was to be included with land rented from 
others. Grazing lands operated by grazing associations were to 
be returned in the name of the manager in charge. All land in 
Indian reservations used for growing crops, or grazing livestock, 
was to be included. Land in Indian rm:lcrvations not roportecl 
by individual Indians or not rented to non-Indians was to be 
reported in the name of the coopcrativo group using the land. 
Thus, in some instances the entire rc:>ervatfon was rnportecl as 
one farm. 

Land in farms according to use.-Land in farms was classified 
according to how it was used in l\ltlO, ThcRe classeR of land arc 
mutually exclusive, i. e., each acre of laud was included onl~' 

once even though it may have had more than one uso in lll-Hl. 
The classes arc as follows: 

Cropland harvested.-This includeH land from which crops 
were harvested; land from which hay (including wild hay) waH 
cut; and land in small fruits, orchards, vineyards, m1rHerieR, 
and greenhouses. Laud from which two or more cropH we!'e 
reported as harvested was to be counted only once. 

The reported figure waH checked for each farm hv adding 
t;hc acreages of the individual crops rep'orted and subtracting 
the acres of land from which two cropH were harvefftocl. 

Cropland used only for pasture.--Iu the 1950 Census the 
enumerator's in:;truct.ionH stated that 1·ot.ation paRture and 
all at.her cropland that WM\ m;ed only for pasture were to be 
includcc\ under thiH item. No further definition of cropland 
pastured was given the farm operator or Census enumerator. 
Permanent. open past.nre may therefore have been included 
under this item or under "Ot;her paHturo" depending on whether 
the cnumerat.or or farm operator considered it as cropland or 
other land. 

'rhe figures for Hl45 and earlier ccnHuses arc not entirely 
comparable with those for Hl50. In 1\l45, the figures include 
only cropland used solely for paHture in l!l44 that had been 
plowed within the preceding Hoven yearR. The figures for this 
item for the Censuses of rn40, Hl35, and HJ25 axe more nearly 
comparable with those for the Census of 1950, as they include 

laud pastured which could have been plowed and used for 
crops without additional clearing, draining, or irrigating. 

Cropland not harvested and not pastured.-This item includes 
idle cropland, land in soil-improvement crops only, land on 
which all crops failed, land seeded to crops for harvest after 
194,9, and cultivated summer fallow. 

In the Western States, cropland not harvested and not 
pastured has been subdivided to show cultivated summer 
fallow separately. 

Cultivated summer fallow.-Cultivatecl summer fallow in
cludes cropland which was plowed and cultivated but left 
unseeded for several months to control· weeds and conserve 
moisture. No land from which crops were harvested during 
l\H!J was to be included under this it.em. 

Other cropland.-This includes idle cropland, ln.nd in soil
improvement crops only, land on which all crops failed, and 
land seeded to crops for harvest after l\l49. 

Woodland pastured.-This includes ull woodland that was 
used for pastnre or grazing in 1\l4\l. No definition of woodland 
was given in 1U50 to either farm operators or Census enumerators 
except au instruction to ennmerntors not to include brush pas
ture as woodland. Some of the ohanges from one census to 
another may merely represent differences in interpretation of the 
meaning of woodland. 

Woodland not pastured.-This includes all woodland which 
was not used for pa1:1t;uro or grazing in HJ4il. Unusually large 
tracts of timber land reported as woodland not pastured were 
excluded from the tabulations of laud in farms when it was 
evident that such land was held primnrily for nonagricultural 
purposes. 

Other pasture (not oropland and not woodland) .-This in
clucle1:1 rough and brmih laud pastured and any other land 
pastured which the ref;pondeut did not consider ns either wood
land or cropland. For the l\M5 Census this item is more inclu
~)ive than for 1050 becansc all non woodland pas turn not plowed 
within Urn preceding 7 years was included. For the l\J-10 
Censns and earlier years tho figures are more nearly comparable 
with (;hose for l ll50, except that the i tom nmy be sonrnwbat less 
inclusive as land which could have been plowed and used for 
crops wit,hout. additional clearing, draining, or irrignting was 
claHHified as plowablc pasture (showu as cropland used only for 
pasture in the tables). 

Other land (house lots, wasteland, etc,)-This item includes 
nil honse lots, barn lotH, lanmi, roadH, ditches, and wasteland. It 
includes aJI land which docs not be.long under nny of the other 
laud-use classeR. 

In addition to Urn complete classification of laud in farms 
according to use, the t11blos also prmieut data for three broader or 
summary clmisifications. 

lligures are shown for the following summary classifications: 

Cropland, tota!.-This includes cropland harvested, cropland 
lrned only for pastnrc, and cropland not harvested and not 
pastured. 

Pasture, total.--This includes cropland used only for pasture, 
woodland pastured, and other pa:;t;ure (not cropland and not 
woo dlancl). 

Woodland, total.-This includes woodland pastured and 
woodland not past;ured. 

Value of land and buildings.-The vtiluo to be reported was the 
approximate amount for which the land and the buildings on it 
would sell. This item was obtained for only a sample of the farms; 
however, the value waH not reported for all the farms comprising 
tJ1e sample. Only the average value per farm and the average per 
acre for the farms reporting are given. The proportion of the 
farmH and the proportion of the land in farms for which values 
were reported, provide an indication of the incompleteness of the 
reporting of this item. These proportions were obtained by 
dividing the estimate of farms and of land in farms, for which 
values would havo been reported in a complete enumeration, by 
the total count of farms and land in farms, respectively, as obtained 
in the tabulation of all farms. Percentages of approximately 100 
perccn t indicate that tl1c value of Janel and buildings was reported 
for all or nearly all the farms which were included in the sample. 
In case the proportion of farms or the proportion of land in farms 
is less than 100 percent, reference should be made to the statement 
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of reliability of the sample estimate to determine whether this devi
ation is the result of the sampling procedure or of unden·eporting. 

Age of operator.-Farm operators were classified by age into 
six age groups. The average age of farm operators was calculated 
by dividing the total of the ages of all farm operators reporting 
age by the number of farm operators reporting. 

Residence of farm operator.-Farm operators were classified by 
residence on the basis of whether or not they lived on the farm 
operated. Some of those uot living on tho farm operated lived 
on other farms. ·when a farm operator rented land from others, 
or worked iand on :-;bares for otheTs, and was IJermit,ted the use of 
a dwelling as part of t.110 rental arrangement, the enumerator's 
instructions were to consider the cl welling a part oft.he farm oper
ated. The dwelling nssigned might be on a tmct other than that 
assigned for crops. Since some farm operators live on their farms 
only a portion of the year, comparability of t.IJO figures for various 
cnnsuses may be influcncecl to some extent by the date of the 
enumeration. In a few ea8cs the cmumerator failed to indicate the 
residence of Uie farm operi>tor. Differences in the figmes for total 
farms all(! tl10se for operators by residence represent under
enumeration of this item. 

Years on present farm (year began operation of present farm).
The data on yettl'R on present farm and year began operation of 
present, farm were secured 011 t.he baAis of tho inquiry, "When did 
you begin t.o orerate this place? ----··----- ·----------·" The 

(Month) (Yenr) 

time of year that farmers movo is shown by a breakdown of the 
data for those farm operat.orH who began to operat.e their present 
farms within a year of the census date by the mout.h they began 
to operat.e their famrn. The tulrnlution of yrmrs on present farm 
at each ccni;us is based on the cnlondar year the opernLor began 
operating his farm. Bccaui;o of differences in the date for various 
censuses the fignres are not entirely comparable from one census 
to another. 

Off-:farm work and other income.-1\lfouy farm opemtors receive 
a part of their income from sourcm; other than their farms. 'l'he 
Hl50 .i\gricult,nre Questionnaire inulnded several inquirie;; rclat.inp; 
to work off the form and nonf!trm innome. These inquiries called 
for work off the farm by the farm opm·ator; work off the farm by 
other mcmlmrs of the operntor's family; and income from other 
sources, such as sn,le of products from land rented out, cash rent, 
boarders, old age misistunen, pensions, veteran:;' allowances, unem
ployment compensation, intorcst, and help from other members of 
the operator's family. Another inquiry asked whet.her the income 
from off-farm work and other som·ce:-; w11R greater than the total 
vnlue of all agricultural products sold from the farm in 191!). Off
farm work ineludes work at nonfarm jobs, businesses, 01· profes
sions, whether performed on the farm premise;; or elsewhere; also 
work on someono el~e'H farm for pay or wages. Exchange work 
was not to be included. 

The purposc<1 of t.lrnse four inquiries were (1) to obtain infor
;nation in regar<l to the extent tha(; farm operatorH performed ofl
farm work and their dependence on other income, and (2) to pro
vide a basis for the claRsification of forms by eeouomic class (See 
Farms by economic elass, p. xix). The intent, of the inquiry in 
regard t .. o whether or not a member of t.110 family had a nonfarm 
job, and the inquiry regarding income of the farm operator from 
nonfarm sourcos was to obtain more accurate replies to tho inquiry 
regardi11g the relationship of the income from off-farm work and 
other sources to the total value of all agricultuml products sold. 

Specified facilities.-The 1050 Agriculture Questionnaire con
tained inquiries regarding telephones, electrieity, electric water 
pumps, electric hot water heaters, home freezers, and electric 
washing machines. These inquiries were asked for only a sample 
of the farms. 

In 1950 the inquiries for electric facilities read, "Do you have 
-----?" followed by each of the speeified electric facilities 

and equipment. The electric water pump was to include any on 
the place whether used for the home, for irrigation, for watering 
livestock, or for other purposes. 

Specified equipment on farms.-In the 1950 Census the infor
mation on farm equipment was obtained for only a sample of farms. 
Wheel trnetors were to include home-ma.de tractors but were not 
to include implements with built-in power units such as self-pro
pelled combines, powered buck rakes, otc. In reporting motor
trueks and automobiles, "pick-ups" and truck-trailer combinationi; 
were to be reported as trnck:;, School buses were not to be re
ported, and jeeps and station wagons wero to be included as 
motortrucks or automobiles, depending on whether they were 
used for hauling or HS passenger vehicles. 

Fm· farms with motortrucks, tractors, and autornobi!rn;, dat.a 
were also Aocmred on the year of model of the newest motortrnck, 
tractor, and automobilo, respectivoly. For tractors, the figures for 
year of neweat model are limited to wheel tractorn (trnctors other 
than garden or crawler). 'The inquiry for wheel tractors called 
for reporting "HM" for home-made tract.ors in lieu of the year of 
model of tho newest wheel tractor. The count of home-made 
tractors 011 farnrn represents the minimum number of home-made 
tractors Hinee a home-nmde tractor reprosenting a Aec01Hl, third, 
etc., tractor on the farm would not be included. For farmH 
with two or more motortrueks, wheel tractom,. and automobileH, 
respectively, it, iR not possible to classify the second, third, otc., 
motortruck, tractor, or automobile since the inquiry wns limited 
to the year of modCJl of the newest unit. 

For 1050 and 1940, no eHtimate oft.he year of model of the now
est motortruck, tractor, and automobile was made if thiH item W!tH 

not rcportod; for Hl45, the farms not reporting the year of neweHt 
model were distributed in accordance with tho year of model for 
vehicles for which the yenr of 1i1odel was reported. For 1940, tho 
figures on year of newest model for tractors are for all types of 
tractors. 

Classification of farms by class of work power.-Fnrms lmvo 
been grouped by class of work power on the basis of whether horsoH, 
mules, or tractors weTe reported. This classification does not, 
present an entirely accurate picture of tho work power uscrl on all 
farms. For some farms, all the work power may bo furnished by 
the landlord and for some farms all tho work power may be hired. 
Thus, farms hiring all of the work power from others and tho:;e 
having it furnished arc shown as having no work power. 

Farm labor.-The farm labor i11q11iries for 1950 called for the 
number of per1mns doing form work or chores on tho place during 
the calendar week preceding the ennmoration. Inasmuch as the 
enumeration occurred over a period of :;everal weeks, the calendar 
woek preceding the enumciration is uot the sa.me for itll farms. 
(Farms elassified by period of enumeration are shown in Stttto 
THble 6. The average date of enunwmtion is shown by couutim1 
in County Table 4.) 

Farm work WHs to inelucle any work, chores, or planning ncir.cH
Rary to the operation of the farm or much businos1:1, Hommwork 
:md contract com1truction work were not to be included. 

Separate figures were obtained for operators working, unpaid 
memberfl of the operator's family working, and hired persons work
ing. Operators were considered as working if they worked 1 or 
more hours, unpaid members of the operator's family if they 
worked 15 or more hours, and hired persons if they worked any 
time during the week preceding the enumeration. The inquiries 
and the instructions did not contain any specifications regarding 
the age of the persons to be reported. 

The data shown for 19,15, 194-0, ancl 1!.J35 on numbers of workers 
on farms are not fully comparable, primarily because of differences 
in the period to which such data relate. For the 1945 and 1935 
Censuses, the numbers of farm workers are for the firHt week in 
January. The data for 1940 relate to the last week in March. 
In 1945, 1940, and 1935 only per!'ons working the equivalent of two 
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or more days during the specified week were to be included. In 
1045 and 1940, only workers 14 years old and over were to be 
included. In 1!)35, as in 1050, there was no age limit. In 1940 
and in 1035, no instructions were issued to include farm chores as 
farm labor. 

Regular and seasonal workers.--Hirccl persons working on tho 
farm during the week preceding tho enumeration were classed aR 
"regular" workers if the period of expected employment was 150 
days or more during the year, and as "seasonal" workers if the 
period of expected employment was leRs than 150 clays. If tho 
period of expected employment was not re}lortecl, the period of 
employment was estimated after taking into account such items as 
the method of paymcmt, wage rates, perquisites, cxpenclituros for 
labor in HMH, and the type and other characteristics of the farm. 

Hired workers by basis of payment.-Hired persons working on 
the farm the week preceding the mnuneration were also claHHilierl 
according to the basis of payment. 

Tho q1w::rLionnaire c11Uod for the 1111111lmr:.: of hiro<l workerH pni<l 
on a monthly bai;i;;, 011 a weekly basi1:11 on IL daily la11:1h;, on nu hourly 
lmsi1:1, and on tL piecework !JaHiH. Figmc::; for hired workers for 
whom the basis of payment wa1:1 not reported ure shown separately. 

Wage rates and hours worked.-'.l'ho mte of pay and the htmr1:1 
that worker:; Wlll'e expcctecl to work to eam this pay were 11skecl for 
each d!LHS of worker except tho~c i,vorkiug on a piecowork haHis. 
The iiverage honrH worked !Ln<l the average wage rates roprosont 
per worker uverage1:1 ohtitincd for farms reporting both wage mtes 
and houri; worked. 

Perquisites furnished hired workers.-Farm operators woro 
asked to•report what items other than citsh wages were recdvr.cl by 
tho workerH for each basis of payment by imlicati11g one or morn of 
the following: (1) ho1rnc, (2) board ancl room, (3) other, and 
('!) nomi. If a form lm<l 2 or more hirnd workcrR with the Hamo 
baHis of ca;;h pitymo11t, no proviHilm W!tH made for 1·oporti11g 
separately thoHo rucciving rlilferent perqniHites. 

Ho11se furnished.-J<'arms l'liporting workers f11mishecl 
"honse" inel11do thosn which also roport "board and room" or 
"othm"' in addition to reporting "house" fumishod. 

Board and room fmnished.-FarmH reporting workers fur
nislwcl "board and room" include those reporting "bcmrd and 
room" and t.IWH<'. l'Bport.ing "board imd romn" and "other." 
They do not include farms reporting "board and room" and 
"hmrne." 

''Other'' furnished,-lri1rma roporting wmkers fumishocl 
"other" tlum board and room or homm include only thoso reporl:
ing "other." ThoHe reporting "boiircl and room" or "house" 
arc not included. 

No perquisites furnished,-Farms reporting workers fur
nished no pcirqniHit.cs iueludo only tlwHe farms with a rnport of 
"none." '.l'hiH count does not inclu<lo farmH furniRhing perqui
sites to :,;ome workers in a particular class and no porquiRites to 
others; nor does it inclu<lo farms for which the inquiry was not 
answered. 

Specified farm expenditures.-Data on form oxpeuditurcs were 
obtained only for Helected itmnH. For tenant-operated farms tho 
expemliturrn; were to include t.liose made by the lamllord as well as 
those made by the tenant. However, in la.ndlord-tenant areas 
(where the Lanc!lord-Tcnant Operations Que1;1tionnairo was used) 
all the specified expcnditmes made by tho landlord were some
times reported 011 the agriculture queHtionnaire filled for the 
home farm, i. o., the land retained by the lttndlord and not reported 
on the qtHlHtio1mairos filled for the tenants. In such.instances no 
attempt; was mndo to prorate tho expenditures. Therefore, in the 
presout11tiou of dntn by various classifications of farms, the expend
itures shown for a pitrtfoular group of farnui may not always be 
related to the 11gricultural operations shown for those farms, 

Expenditures for machine hire were t.o include any labor included 
in the cost of such machine hire. Machine hire refers to eusl;om 
machine work such as tractor hire, threshing, combining, silo 
filling, baling, ginning, plowing, and spraying. If pa1·t of:'the farm 

product was given as pay for machin() hire, the value of the products 
traded for this service was to be included in the amount of expendi
tures reported. The cost of trucking, freight., nnd express was not 
i;o be included. 

In reporting the amount spon~ for hired labor only eash 
payments were to he included. Expenditures for housework and 
contract eonstrnction work were not to be included. 

Expenditures for feed were to include the expenditures for 
pasture, salt, condiments, concentratm1, nnd mineral supplements, 
as well aH for gmiu, hay, and millfoods. I~xpenclitures for grinding 
and mixing foods were also to be included. Expenditures made by 
a tenant to his laudlord for feed grown on t.!10 land rented by the 
tenant were noL to ho included. 

Expcmditurcs for purchaso of livestock itml poultry were to 
include amountH Hpont for purchaHe of bnby chicks, ponlt,;, 
chicke111:1, t11rkoy1:1, clomrn-itic rabbits, fur-bearing animals kept in 
captivity, and bee:-i, as well aH the amount H]Jent for horseR, mules, 
cattle, hogK, Hhoep, oxen, and go11ts. 

J1;xpenclituroH for gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil wore 
to include only thoHo used for the farm business. PeLroleum 
r1rocl11ct.;; used for pleasure, or used oxclnsively in tho farm home 
for lwat.iug, cooking, and lighting, were not to be incluclod. 

11;xpmnlitmnH for HOeclH, bulbR, plantH, and tree1-1 were to include 
only tho caHh outlay. 

J•;xpern!ituros for trnctor ropairH aud for other farm machinery 
rcpairH were to include the ammml: spent for repitiring (both labor 
aucl pltl'tH) and the amount. spent for repair pnrts aud other replace
ment. parts. Expcmdit.uros for tires, t;uboR, plowshares, black
Hmithiug, 11nd tho like were to be included. I~xpenditnre1:1 for 
rnotort,rnck and automobile repnirs were noi; to be included. 

Farm mortgages.-D11t11 on farm 1110rtgages are presented in 
Volumn II, Genernl Report. ThiH information iH not included in 
t.hiH report. 

Farm taxes.-Tho 1050 Questionnaire ccmt!Liued two inquiries 
on farm taxes as follows: 

"What wa8 the total amount of properl:y taxm1 p11id (or payitble) 
iu l\l40 on all property owuocl by you?_ ___ $ _____ _ 
D Nono requirccl. (Dollru·s only) 

(Include only taxes on real est.ate aud personal property. Do not 
includo taxes for drainage distriets.) 

(rL) Of this total, what was the amount of taxm1 on tho laud and 
bnilclings? _______________ $ 0 Notshown 
separately 011 1;ax hi!J.I' (Dollarn only) 

This information was obtained only for owners who wero operating 
farms. 

Cash rent.-Thc information 011 eash rent relatos to tenants and 
to those part owners who reported that. they paid cash as rent for 
the portion of their farm mntod and reported no other rental 
arra1~gemcmi;. The informal.ion was tabulated only when both 
valuo of laud and buildings and the amount of cash rent were 
reported. 

IRRIGATlON 

Irrigated land is that to which water is applied by artificial 
mc1111s for agricultur:~I purposes. Data for total acreage irrigated 
and fo1· acreage irrigated by sprinklers are shown for all States. 
In sprinkler irrigation the water is sprayed from stationary or 
revolving sprinklers or pipes either overhead or on the surface 
of the ground, 

Additional data on irrigation were obtained for Arizona, Arkan
sas, Califor11ia, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, K11nsas, Louisiana, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Okla~ 
homa, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and 
Wyoming. 

St;atistics on Lhe irrig11tion works which supplied irrigation water 
were collected in the Census of -Irrigation and are published in 
Volume III, Irrigation of Agricultural Lands. This volume also 
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contains some additional data on irrigation which were collected 
in the 1950 Census of Agriculture. 

Irrigated farms.-Irrigated farms are farms reporting any land 
irrigated in 1949. Datti. on land in irrigated farms, and land in 
irrigated farms aecording to use include the entire acreage of land 
in these farms, whether irrigated or not. 

Land in farms irrigated.-Land in farms irrigated relates only 
to that part of the land in irrigated farms to which water was ap
plied in 1949. That part of the land which was irrigated by sprin
klers is shown separately. 

Irrigated land in farms according to use.-The classification of 
irrigated land in farms according to use in 1949 accounts for all the 
irrigated Janel in farms, i. e., the sum of several uses equals the total 
irrigated acreage. The subclasses of irrigated pasture are not 
entirely comparable with the subclasses of all pasture in farms. 

Irrigated cropland harvested represents that part of the crop· 
land harvested to which wate:- was applied in 1949. Statistics for 
individual crops which were wholly irrigated in the 20 Western 
States arc shown in County Table 5a. If only a part of the acre
age iu a given crop on a particular farm was irrigated, the informa
tion for such acreage is not included in that table. In most of the 
States, the acreage in those partly irrigated crops represents only 
a small proportion of the total acreage of irrigated crops. 

Irrigated pasture is that portion of the total land pastured to 
which water was applied in 1949. 

Irrigated wild grass pasture is irrigated pasture consisting pre
dominantly of original stands of grasses native to the locality or 
rc-estnblished stands of such grasses. Much of the irrigated wild 
grass pasture is included in other pasture (not cropland and not 
woodland). 

Irrigated tame grass pasture is irrigated pasture consisting pre
dominantly of grasses not native or wild in the locality and of 
11Jfalfa and clovers. Much of the irrigated tame grass pasture was 
classed by farm operators as cropland used only for pasture. 

LIVESTOCK 

The questionnaire used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture pro
vided for an inventory of all the important kinds of animals and 
poultry on farms and ranches. Except for sheep and goats and 
the unit of measure for milk sold, the inquiries on livestock were 
uniform for all States. The questionnaire called for the number 
of the various kinds of animals and poultry on the farm as of April 
1, 1950. Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report live
stock belonging to the farms and ranches but grazing in national 
forests, grazing districts, or on open range. Livestock were to be 
enumerated on t11e farm or ranch on which they were located on 
April 1, regardless of ownership. However, it is known that to 
some degree the number of livestock or poultry reported on a farm 
or ranch depends upon the date the questionnaire is filled rather 
than the number 011 the farm or ranch at the date specified by the 
questionnaire. This characteristic in the reporting of livestock 
and poultry numbers has no significant influence on county and 
State totals unless the enumeration extends over a considerable 
period of time. In order to assist the user in appraising the data 
on livestock numbers the average date of enumeration for each 
county is given in County Table 4. 

The last seven censuses of agriculture beginning with 1920 have 
been taken either as of April 1 or January I. The censuses taken 
in the years ending in "O" have been taken as of Aprill, except the 
1920 Census which was taken as of January 1, while the censuses 
taken in the years ending in "5" have been taken as of .Tanuary I. 
An enumeration made in April results in inventory totals that 
differ considerably from the totals of an enumeration made in 
January. In most areas a large number of animals are born be
tween January and April. On the other hand, a considerable mnn
ber of older animals are sold or die during the 3-month period, 
January to April. Then too, in the range States, sheep and cattle 
arc moved, with the change in season and grazing condition, from 
one locality and county to another for grazing. This movement 

may affect the comparability of data for counties and in some 
cases for States. Comparability of the data on the number of live
stock and poultry has also been affected by changes in age grouping 
and questionnaire inquiries from census to census. State Table 
11 presents a description of the different age, sex, am! other groups 
of livestock and poultry for each census from 1 H20 to 1050. 

Milk cows; cows milked; milk produetion.-Dat1i on number of 
milk cows, number of cows milked, and milk production relate to 
the day preceding the enumeration. 

Questionnaires in 20 States, chiefly Western and Midwestern, 
provided 3 alternative units of measure for enumerators and re
spondents for reporting whole milk sales, as follows: (l) pounds of 
milk, (2) pounds of butterfat, and (3) gallons of milk. In the other 
States, sales of milk on the basis of butterfat were considered rela
tively unimportant and the unit of measure, pounds of butterfat, 
was omitted from the questionnaire. However, in each State, the 
reports on whole milk sold have been converted into a common unit 
of measure for publication. Pounds of butterfat have been con
verted into gallons or pounds of whole milk on the basis of the 
average butterfat content of whole milk as shown by data fumishecl 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

Sows and gilts farrowing.-Thc 1950 Questionnaire carried two 
inquiries on sows for spring farrowing, as follows: (1) "How many 
sows and gilts have farrowed sinee December 1, last year?" and (2) 
"How many sows and gilts are expected to farrow between now and 
June 1, this year?" In the county and State economic area tables 
the replies to the two questions were combined, showing a total for 
sows for spring farrowing. In the State tables, the replies to each 
of the two questions, as well as a combined figure, arc shown. 

Sheep and Jambs and wool.-In Arizona, Califomia, Colorado, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming separate 
questions were asked in the 1!)50 Census to determine the number 
of (a) yearling ewes and (Ii) older ewes. In other States, only 
total numbers of ewes born before October 1, 1949, were obtained. 

The enumeration of sheep in the range States continues to 
present special problems, noceositatiug a high degree of coopera
tion between enumerators and the owners and operato1·s of tran
sient bands. In some counties, transfers to spring ranges occur
ring before the enumeration may produce considerably different 
totals from those that would have been obtained if the census had 
been taken as of January 1. On the Hl50 Questfonnaire, the 
questions on number of sheep shorn and wool production in 194\J 
were separated from the questions on sheep on hand in order to 
obtain more consideration for cases where sheep were shorn in Hl,19 
but; none were on hand on the census date. In Texas and Cali
fornia, the question relating to pounds of wool shorn in 19•19 specif
ically called for both spring and fall shcarings. The wool value 
obtained was an enumerated value of all the wool shorn in 19·i9, 
whether or not sold at the date of enumeration. 

Goats and mohair.-In Arizona, California, Missouri, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Texas, nncl Utah special questions were provided on goats 
and mohair. 'l'hese questions called for the number of all goats, 
Angora goats, and other goats separately, the number of goats 
clipped in 1949, pounds of mohair clipped, and value of tho goats 
and goat milk sold, and mohair clipped in 1949. In a.11 other 
States, the numbe1· of farms reporting goats on hand or goats kept 
the previous year was obtained and the value of goats and goat 
milk sold and mohair clipped was reported in combination with 
tho value of rabbits, fur animals, and pelts sold in 1949. 

Bees and honey.-The 1950 Census called for the number of 
hives owned by the farm operator in 1949, pounds of honey 
produced in 1949 by these bees, and the value of the 1949 crop 
of honey and wax sold or to be sold, and bees sold. No restric
tions were placed on the location of the bees owned in 1949. 

Value of livestock on farms.-The values for 1950 shown in 
State Table 11 and County Table 4 were secured by multiplying 
the number of each class of live::tock or poultry on hand for a 
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county, by the county-unit price. These couuty-unit prices were 
obtained cooperatively by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, and the Bureau of t,Jw CenHus. 
The data were obtained from farmers and dealers. The average 
prices were computed for groups of counties comprising a price
reporting district and the same average price was used for com
puting the value of livestock and poult1•y for eaeh county com
prising a given price-reporting diRtrict. 

Livestock products,-The inquiries regarding livestock produc
tion relate to the calendar year l\l40, and those for sales of live
stock products rnlato to the pruduetion in 1.940. 

CROPS 

Crops harvested.-The agriculture questionnaire w11s so organ
ized that it was poHsible to list the acreage and quantity harvested 
for every crop that wa~ grown on the farm. In order to facilitate 
tho enumeration, the inquiries regarding crops were varied by 
States or by groups of States. If a separate question was not 
carried for a parLicular crop, that crop could always be reported 
under 0110 of t-tevt1ral "all other" questions. The use of a different 
q11cstionnaire for each State or group of States made it possible to 
list many of the important crops for the State and alRo to use the 
unit of uwaHurc that was <:ommonly used in the State. 

Tho acreage given for the several crupR represents the area lrnr· 
vested for tho crop ytiar l!Hll except that the acreage for land in fruit 
01·chard:,;, vineyards, and planted uut trees ropre8ents the laud in bear
ing and nonhearing trees 1111d vinos on the cemms date. Tile acreago 
harvmited for the vnriomi crops is oft.en considerably lesH than the 
acreage planted. The acreage harvm;ted repreHents the area har
vcHtccl in a particular manner, which m11y have boon differnnt 
from that int.ended at the time of the planting of the crop. For 
example, Hoybca11H may have been pl1inted for beans bnt may have 
been act.nally en1, for !my, Thn fig11rm; for quantity harvested 
repreH<mt. the arnount ttctually harvost.erl duriug the 1 \!40 crop 
year, except for citn1H frnitH. In I•'loricla, Louisiana, and Texas 
the qua11tit.y of eitl'UH fruit harvested rel11tcs to the 1\l4!l-50 har
vcHt from t,Jw bloom of 1 \Mil. Iu Ca!ifomia and Arizona, the pro
dulltion rolnteR t.o the lll•l8-4\l harVCHt from the bloom of Hl48. 

The unit of mea~mro mwd for reporting the quantity harvested 
for Honw crops !ms varied not. only from State Lo St111ie but from 
ce11HnH to ceusuH. In the St.Rte and county tables the tlgnreH on 
q11ant.ity harveHted for en.ch orop are Hhowu iu the unit of measure 
1ippoari11g \)I\ 1.lw 11150 Q11mitiu1111aire. This often required that 
t.hc figlll'l!H for onrlier years bo converted into diffmcmt units from 
thoHe publiHlwd for thmm yoars. Conver~ionR have been made by 
using tlw woiµ;hts in currcmt mm. 

Corn.-Inquiries n~g11rdi11g c1orn acrm1ge and qu1111tity harvmitod 
wen) uniform for all Statrni except California. However, as in 
former ccnHuses, i;omc farmerH in certain sections had a tendency 
to report Lhe qua11 t.ity of corn lrnrveHted in t;orrns of baskets of ear 
corn, barrelH, or Home unit othor than bushels of corn on a shelled 
bntlis. Such reports, when det.octed, were corrected to the equiv~ 
alont bu~hc!H of 70 po1111ch1 of et1r corn or 56 pounds of Rhelled corn. 
It; waH not posHible to make the corrections in all cases; therefore, 
in cou11LieH whcro t.lw quantity httrveHted is sometimes reported 
in barro!H, it is posHible that the quantity lrnrveHted for grain may 
be somewhat understated and in countie:; where the quantity har
vested is oft.en reported in baskets of ear corn, tho quantity har
vested may be overstated. 

Annual legumes.-Aore11ge and q1111ntity lrnrvested for the most 
important uHeH of soybeans, cowpeas, and peanuts, as well as the 
total acreage grown for all purposes, were obtained in the 1050 
Census in States where these crops are grown extensively. '.rhc 
total acreage grown for all purposes includes some acreage not 
harvested as the acreage plowed under fur green manure was 
incluclecl. Also, in certain States separate figures were obtained 
for the acres grown alone and t.he acres grown with other crops. 
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A separate inqu,iry regarding the acreage and quantity of cowpeas 
harvested for green peas was made in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, MiBsissippi, Louisiana, 
and Texas. In these States cowpeas harvested for green peas 
arc shown with eowpeas harvested for other purposes. In other 
States, t.he acros and value of sales of cowpeas harvcstod for 
green peas are shown with veget.ableR harvested for sale. 

Hay orops.-Tho questionnaire. coutainocl an inquiry regarding 
the total acres of land from which hay was cut in 194H. Sorghum, 
soybean, cowpoa, and peanut hays were excluded from t.his 1.otal 
as separate quostions were provided in those Stat.es whern the;;e 
hays are import.ant. Alfalfa hay totals include any cuttings which 
were dehydrated. The tonnage of hay for dehydratiou (nH well 
as that for other hays) is given on a dry-weight, bai;is. 

guumorators and farmers were imitructed to report the total 
q11antity lu~rvestecl from all cuttings, but tu rnport only once the 
acres of land from which more than one cutting was made, Tll(\ 
questionnaire contained iustructiorni to report mixcrl hay u11der 
the kind of hay tlmt made up the largest part of the mixture. 
'l'he kinds of hay to lie reported under "Other hay" varied from 
State to State, and can be determined by reforriug to the copy of 
the questionnaire included in t;he appendix. 

In somo cas<?S 1;he sum of the acres of individual hays does not 
equal the total acres of land from whieh hay was cnt. There are 
two explnnations for those differences. In proce~sing the ques
Liormaires, no correction was made if the difference bc1twcmn the 
detail and the total acres was minor. Another factor which n111y 
account for an excellll of the detail over the total is that more 
than 0110 kind of hay might have \JCen cut from the Hanw ticreage. 

Clover seed, iilfalfa, grass, iind other field seed crops.--The 
1050 QueRtio1111aire contained separate inquiries for a munllor of 
the field seed crop1:1 and provided a que1:1tion 011 "other seeds" t.o 
obtain infonnaUon for minor fide! seed ercipH in a ginm St.ale. 

Irish potatoes and sweetpotiitoes.-Tho 1950 CunHus inquiry for 
both Irh:ih and sweet potatuoA cmllecl for acrnH harvcs1.ecl, quantiliy 
harvested, and the valne of tho amount sold. Notes on the ques
tionnaire and instructions to enumerators, however, specified 
that it was not rieeeHsary to report. tho arna harvested if leHH than 
15 bushels (or 10 bags in 1:1pecificd Statmi) of Irish potatoes or 15 
l.nrnhob1 (or l,000 pounclio in Hpccificd St;atos) of Hweotpotatoos 
were harvest.eel. This meUIOcl of reporting was used in ardor to 
facilitate tho ennmoration of potatoes grown in n small plot for 
home use, Becmrne the acret1go was not reported for farms for 
which the quantity harvested was less than 15 buslrnlR, the acreage 
harvested, as reported for the .lll50 Censu~, is not entirely compar
able with the acreilgo reported for prior censuses, especially in 
counties or Stiitmi where the production of pot;ntoc~s is largely 
for homo use. 

Berries and other small fruits.-Tho questionnaire called for 
acreage and quantity harvol:lted in lH'!\l for sale. Nonbeariug 
aroas were not to be included. Separate inquiries were carried on 
the questionnaire for such berries as 1:1trawberries, blackberries and 
dewberries (tame), and raspberries (tame) in StateH where pro
duction of these crops was important commercially. 

Tree fruits, nuts, and griipes.-The following question Wlls used 
for all States for enumerating the land occupied by fruit and nut; 
crops: 

How much land is in benring and noubenring fruit orchardR, 
groves, vincyarrls, nnd planted nut trees?._ 0 Less t,hun H 

acre 

(Report tenths of au acre, such as %0, 1%0, etc. or 
Do not include berry uereage or nurseries.) Acres ___ : __ 

JO 

This question differs from those used in Hl·15 and l!l10 at> the 
enumerator and res1iondent were given au opportunit,y to check 
the block for "Less than % acre" when there was only u small 
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number of fruit and nut trees on the farm. This method was 
used to facilitate the enumeration through eliminating the problem 
of assigning fractions of an aere for small home orchards. In 
previous censuses, enumerators frequently did not report the acres 
for such orchards even though the questionnaire called for this 
information. Because of the differences in met.hods of enumer
ating the acres in small orchards, the figures on acreage of land 
in bearing and nonbearing fruit orchards, groves, and vineyards 
for 1950 are not fully comparable with those reported for prior 
censuses. 

The questions calling for the number of trees or vines not of 
bearing age, of bearing age, and the amount harvested in 1949 
for the most importnnt fruit erops in enc;h State followed imme
diately after the inquiry on land in bearing and nonbearing 
fruit trees, etc. In California, in addition, the questionnaire 
called for the acrrni in each individual fruit and nut crop. '!'he 
number of trees \;o be reported in tlie census relates to the census 
date, while the quantit.y harvested is for the crop year 1949, with 
the exception of citruH crops, In Florida, Texas, and Louisiana 
figures for citrus fruits harvested relate to the hnrvest in 1949-50 
from the bloom of 1949. In California and Arizona, the figures 
for quantities of citrus fruits harvested relnte to the harvest in 
1948-49 from the bloom of 1948. 

The unit of measurl1 in which the quantity of fruits, grapes, and 
nuts harvested was to be reported varied from State to State 
ns the most commonly used unit of measure was used in each 
State. The tableH in this roport show production in the unit 
of measure appearing on the questionnaire. 

Nursery and greenhouse products.-The 11griculture question
naire included three inquiries on horticultural-specialty crops. 
One of these called for acres and value of sales in 1949 of nursery 
products (trees, shrubs, vines, ornamentals, etc.). Another asked 
for acres grown in tho open, square feet unde1· glass, and valuo of 
sales of flowers and flowering plants- grown for sale. The third 
called for acres grown in thci open, square feet under glass, and 
value of sales of vegetables under glass, flower seeds, vegetable 
seeds, vegetable plants, bulbs, and mushrooms grown for sale. 

A special census of farms reporting the sale of horticultural
Rpecialty crops valued at $1,000 or more was made and the results 
of this census are issued as a special report. 

Value of crops harvested.-The values of specified crops har
vested shown in State 'l'able 12 and County Table 5 were obtnined 
by multiplying the quantity harvested for each crop by couuty
unit prices. Therefore, this value includes the value of crops 
consumed on tho farm and crops used for seed on the farm where 
produced as well as the value of that part of the crop which was 
~old. The county-unit prices were obtained cooperatively by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agricul
ture, and the Bureau of the Census. These avernge prices were 
obtained on a sample basis from farmers and dealers. The average 
prices were computed for groups of counties representing price
reporting districts and the smne average prices were used for 
computing the value for every county included in a given price
reporting district. In the case of vegetables harvested for sale 
and nursery and greenhouse products, average prices were not 
obtained beeausCl of the difficulty of securing a satisfac;tory common 
unit of production. When totals were obtained for the value of 
all crops harvested, the value of the sales of vegetables, and nursery 
and greenhouse products was used in the absence of the value of the 
quantity harvested. The value :figures given for each crop in 
County Table 5 represent the value of the entire crop, The value 
of sales for each crop or group of crops is also given in the same 
table. Sales :figures are always identified by the word "sales" in 
the stub and therefore can be differentiated from the calculated 
values. The figures on the value of sales were obtained for each 
farm and the totals given in the tables represent the addition of the 
figures reported for the individual farms. In case of feed and 

similar crops it would be expected that the value of the quantities 
sold would be considerably less than the value of the quantity 
harvested. On the other hand, in the case of cash crops, such as 
tobacco, cotton, sugar beets, etc., it is to be expected that the 
figures on the value of crops sold and the value of the crops 
harvested will be in close agreement. 

Since the calculated values were· obtained for price-reporting 
districts (groups of counties) there may be variations in the average 
calculated price and the average''sales price for a given product in 
a given county· because of local conditions. 

The value of specified crops for 11)44 shown in State Table 12 
and County Table 5 includes the value of vegetables grown for 
home use. The figures for 1949 do not include the value of 
vegetables for home use as this value was not called for on the 1950 
Questionnaire. 

CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS 

Farms by size.-Farms were classified by size according to the 
total land area of each farm. The same classification wns used for 
all States. 

In analyzing size-of-farm statisties, consideration should be 
given to the definition of a farm for Census purposes. Census 
farms are essentially operating units-not ownership tracts. If a 
landlord has croppers or other tenants, the land assigned each 
c;ropper or tenant is a separate farm even though the landlord may 
liperate the entire holding essentially as one farm in respect to 
supervision, equipment, rotation practices, purchase of supplies, 
or sale of products. 

Farms by tenure of operator.-In the 1950 Censn8 farm oper
ators are classified according to tho tenure under which they hold 
their land 011 the basis of the total land owned, total land rented 
from others, and total laud managed for others. In 1945 and ear
lier, full own01·s, part owners, and tenants were classified on the 
basis of the land retained. Under this earlier classification a part 
owner who sublets to others all the land he rents from otlrnrs 
would have been classed a fnll owner; a part owner who rents to 
others all the land he owns would have been classed a tenant. 

Full owners own land but do not rent land from others. 

Part owners own land !llld rent land from others. 
Managers operate farms for others and are paid a wage or 
salary for their services. Persons acting merely as caretakers 
or hired as laborers are not classified as manageni. If a farm 
operator managed land for others and also operated land on his 
own account, the land operated on his own account was consid
ered as one farm and the land managed for others as a second 
farm. In the 1050 Census, if a farm operator managed land for 
two or more employers all the land managed was considered 
one farm. 
Tenants rent from others or work on shares for others all the 
land they operate. In 1950 tenants a.re fmther classified on the 
basis of their rental arrangement as follows: 

Cash tenants pay cash as rent, such as $10 an acre or $1,000 
for the use of the farm. 

Share-cash tenants pay a part of the rent in cash and a part 
as a share of the crops or of the livestock or livestock products. 

Share tenants pay a share of either the crops or livestock or 
livestock products, or a share of both. 

Crop-share tenants pay only a share of the crops. 
Livestock-share tenants pay a share of the livestock or 

livestock products. They may or may not also pay a share of 
the erops. 

Croppers are crop-share tenants whose landlords furnish all 
the work power. The landlords either furnish all the work ani
mals or furnish tractor power in lieu of work animals. Croppers 
usually work under the close supervision of the landowners or 
their agents and the land assigned t.hem is often merely a part 
of a larger enterprise operated as a single unit. 

The information on work power furnished was tabulated only 
for the Southern States and seven counties in Missouri. There
fore, data for croppers are shown only for the Southern States 
and seven eounties in Missouri. 
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Other tenants.-Other tenants include those who pay a 
fixed quantity of any product; those who pay to,xes, keep up the 
land o,nd buildings, or keep the landlord in exchange for the mm 
of tho land; those who luwe the nso of the land rent free; and 
others who could not be included in one of i;lrn other specified 
subclasses. 

Unspecified tenants.-U nspecified tenants include those 
tenai1ts whose rental agreement was not reported. 

For earlier censuses the definition for eaeh subclass of ten
ants is nominally similar to the corresponding subclass, or i:;uh
classes, for 1950. However, in 1945 the enumerator was asked 
to determiue the subclasH of tenants, while in 1950, 1940, ttnd 
earlier ctmsuses the clnssification was made during the proecss
ing of the qucstionnnirt1s in Washington on the basis of the 
nnswor to the inqnirieH 011 the questionnaires. The proeodurc 
for Hl45 may have affected the comp11rability of the clat11, 
particularly those for cash tenants and share-cash tenants. 

Farms by color or race of operator .-Farm operators are classified 
by color ns "white" and "nonwhite." Nonwhite includes Negroes, 
Indians, Chinese, Japnnese, and 1111 other nonwhite raeds. In the 
State tables, the nonwhite opcmtors nre further cl!visified as 
"Negro" and "all otlrnr nonwhite" operators. 

Farms by economic class.--A classification of farmH by (1conomic 
class wn;; made for the purpose of segregating groups of farms that 
are somewl111t nlilrn in tlwir c•harncteriHtics. This elnssification 
wns mnrlo iu onlor to prm;ent an uceumte desel'ipticm of the forms 
in each ch1H~ and i11 order to provide basic d11ta for an analysis of 
the organization of U uitecl Htatl'H agriculture. Only the farms in 
tho 1mmple (01w-fifth of tho farms ]>lrn; all large farms) were classi
fied by ecmwmic c\aHH. The totitlH given in the tnbloA represent 
cstimakH for all fanmi haHl'cl 11n tahulationH of the dnta for the 
ftU'lllH included in the Humple. 

The cluHtlificution of farms by economic elnss WUH m11,de on the 
hasiH of thrne factorM; mmwly, tot11l value of all form productH sold, 
1111mbm· uf clayH tlw form opemtur worked off tlw farm, 1t11cl the 
rclntiomihip of the incomo received from nonfarm Hourccs by the 
operator and memberH of hiH fnmily to the v11luo of n,11 farm prod
uct1:1 sold. I n1:1tit11tiom1, experiuwntnl fnrms, grazing aHr;ocia1;ions, 
nnd other cummnnit.y projects were classified as abnormal, 
regarclleHs of 11ny of the above-mentioned factors. 

In making the elt1HHific11tio11 of farms by eco1wmie cltl8A, farms 
lmve been grouped iutu two major groupH, 1mnrnly, commmeial 
formH and other fonuH. In general, all forms with 11 valnc of H!tlcs 
of farm product.s amo11nting to $1,200 or more were clitHsified !ll:l 

comnwrcial. F11rms with 11 value of Af1les of $250 to $1, H19 were 
classified ns commercial only if the farm operator worked off tlttl 
form leHs thnn 100 cfoy~ and the income of the form operntor nnd 
members of his family recoivcd from nonfurm sour<ics wmi less than 
the totnl value of all form produots sold. F11rms with n vnluo of 
sales of nll farm prudnctH of leHs than $250, !IH well us county, Stutc, 
private institutional, 11ncl experimental farms, were cl11HAifiod UA 

"other." 
Couunorcial fnrms lrnve been divided into six groups 011 the 

basis of the total vitlue of form products sold, ns follows: 

Clnss: 1 "alne of farm prorlucts sold 

!_··---------------------------------- $25,000 or more 
IL.--------------------------------- 10,000 to $24,\Hl9 
IIL ___________ ··-----------··--------- 5,000 to O,\l\l9 
IV ____ --------------------···------- 2,500 to 4,9\l\l 
V___________________________________ 1,200 to 2,4\JIJ 
vr__________________________________ *250 to 1,109 

'Providod tho furm operntor worknd of! tlw furm les8 tlum l 00 dtiys urn! lll"UVl<l!l<l Urn 
lnconrn ilrn fn.rm 01H•rator nn<l mlmtb(1rs or his fmnily recPiVl'll frmn nonfnrm sources wns 
Jess than the v11lm1of1ill farm fll'Oducts sold. 

Other farms have been grouped into three elasses as follows: 
Part-time farms.-Farms with a value of sales of farm 

products of $250 to $1,199 were classified as part time provided 
the farm operator reported (1) 100 or more clnys of work off the 

farm in 1949, or (2) the nonfarm income received by him and 
members of his family was greE1ter than the value of farm 
products sold. 

Residential farms.-H.esidentinl farms include all farms 
except abnormal farms with a total value of snles of farm prod
ucts of less than $250. Some of these represent farms on which 
the operator worked off the farm more than 100 days in 1949. 
Some represnnt farms on which tho income from nonfarm sources 
was greater than the v11lue of sales of a.gricultural products. 
Others represent subsistence aurl mnrginal farms of various 
kinds. Some farms am included here which, under normnl con
ditions, would have qualified ns commercial farms. 

Abnormal farms.-Insofar !ls it was possible to identify them, 
abnormal farms include public 11nd private institutional farms, 
cm:nmunity enterprises, experiment sti1tion farms, grazing 1Lssoci
ations, etc. 
Farms by type.-The elnssification of farms by type was made 

on the ba;;is of the relatitmship of the vu,Jue of sales from a purtic
ultir source or sources to the total value of all farm products sold 
from the farm. In Horne cases the typo of farm was determined 
on the basis of the sale of 1111 individual farm product, ~uch ns 
cotton, or on the lmsis of closely relt1tod products, such 11,s dairy 
products. In other Cl1HllB 1 the type was determined on the basis 
of 1mleR of 11 broader gronp of prodncts sueh as com, sorghnm, nll 
Htnall grains, field peas, field beans, cowpeaH, and soybcnns. Part
thm;, rm1ideati11l1 mid almormal farmi:i were not classified by type. 
Only eo1mrnu·ei11l farms were classified by type. In order to be 
clmmified 11s n pnrticuhtr type, sales or untici1mted sales of a product 
or 11 group of products lmrl tn represent 50 percent or more of 
the tot11l v11luo of procluc:ts of the form. 

Only the farmH in t.he s1imple (one-fifth of the fttrmH plm1 all large 
formH) were classified by type. 

The typos of farmH for which data urn Hhow11, tuµ;ethor with the 
product or grotl]J of products tlrnt had to re11res1mt 50 percent 01· 

more of tho total Atiles in order for the form tu be so classified, are 
HH follows: 

Type 

Cotton __ . ______ - - -- - - - _ 
Cash gmin ___________ -

Other field crop ____ .. - __ 

Veget11bfo _ .. _____ - - - - _ 
Fruit and nut_ ________ _ 

Dairy ______________ .. _. 

Poultry - ______ .. ___ - __ _ 

Livestock forms other 
than dairy 1rnd 
poultry. 

Product or group of products amount
ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold. 

Col;ton. 
Coru, sorghnm, small graimi, field peiis, 

field lHmnH, cuwpeas, and soyboi111s. 
Peanuts, Irish potatoes, sweetpotatoos, 

tobaceo, sugarc11ne 1 sugar beets for 
sugar, 1t11d other miscelfont1ous erops. 

Vegetables. 
Berries and other small fruits, and tnie 

fruits and nuts. 
Milk 1t11d other dairy products. 
The criterion of 50 percent of tho tot!Ll 

sales WllH modified in the cnse of dairy 
farms. A farm for which the value of 
1mlcs of dairy products represented 
less tlmu 50 percent of th<l tntrtl v11lue 
uf form products solcl was cl11ssifierl as 
a chLiry farm if: 

(1) Milk and other dairy products 
iwcouuted for3 0 percent or 
more of the tota value of 
products, and 

(2) Milk eows represented 50 percent 
or more of all cows, and 

(3) Sales of dairy products, to
gether with the sales of cattle, 
mnounted to 50 porcent or 
more of the total sales. 

Chiolrnns, eggs, turkeys, and other 
poultry produots. 

Cattle, c11lves, hugs, sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, gout milk, und procluets from 
animnls sl!mghtererl on the farm, 
provided the farm did not nlready 
clnssify as a dniry farm. 
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Type Product or group of products amount· 

ing to 60 peicent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold-Con. 

General_ __________ - - - - Farms were classified as general when 
the value of products from one source 
or group of sources did not represent 
as much as 50 percent of the ·total of 
the value of all farm products sold. 
Scpa1·at.e figures are given for three 
types of general farms: 

(a) Primarily crop, (b) primarily 1i ve
stock, and (c) crop and livestock. 
Primarily crop farms represent farms 
for which the sale of one of the follow
ing crops or groups of crops-vege
tables, fruits and nuts, cotton, cash 
grains, or other field crops- did not 
amount to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold, but 
for which the value of sales for all 
these groups of crops represented 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. Primarily live
stock farms are those which could not 
be classified as dairy farms, poultry 
farms, or livestock farms other than 
dairy and poultry, but on which the sale 
of livestock and poultry and livestock 
and poultry products amounted to 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. General crop 
and livestock farms arc those which 
could not be classified as either crop 
farms 01· livcstock farms, but on which 
the sale of all crops amounted to at 
least 30 percent but less than 70 per
cent of the value of all farm products 
sold. 

Miscellaneous ancl un- ThiR group rcpreBcnts farms that were 
classified farms. not classified by type. It includes 

parl;-time, residential, and abnormal 
farms. It also includes miscellaneous 
types of commercial farms if 50 percent 
or more of the total value of product.s 
was accounted for by sale of horti
cultural products, or sale of horses, 
or sale of fur animals, or sale of forest 
products, or sale of bee~ a11d honey. 

Because of ehangcs in the method of classifying farms by 
type, comparative data by type of farm for earlier ccnsu11c8 o.ru 
not shown in this report. 

Value of farm products sold.-1'he value of farm products sold, 
as obtained in the 1950 Census of Agriculture, represents tho 
approximate total of the gross cash income of the farms of a 
particular county or State. Gross sales by farmers, however, are 
greater than the gross income to agriculture because of the inclu
sion of inter-farm so.les. Feed crops, feeder .cattle, and breeding 
stock purchased by farmers contribute most to this duplication 
in gross sales. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to include as sold any 
part of a crop that was yet to be i;old. Trades, such as trading 
eggs at the sLore, were considered the same as cash sales. Products 
such as fruit, vegetables, and eggs purchased for immediate resale 
were not included because this was not considered as farm produc
tion. I,ikewise, immediate resale of cattle was considered as 
dealer operations, whereas resale of fattened feeder cattle was 
considered as farm production and the sales were iucluded, even 
though thesu cattle may 11ave been reported o.s sold by the farmer 
who sold them as feeders. 

For many farms the sales enumerated do not represent their 
total gross cash income because certain sales vrerc excluded and 
there was no provision for enumerating unusual smuces of income. 
For example, sales of baby chicks, Government payments such as 
those for soil conservation, and income received by the farm 
operator for off-farm work, for uustom work, and from land rents 
and other investments are 11ot included. 

In general, the value of the sales of livestock, livestock products, 
nursery and greenhouse products, and forest products is for the 
calendar year 1949. On the other hand, the value of the various 
crops sold is for the crop year irnmecliately preceding the census. 

The value of the sales of each farm product was usually obtained 
in connection with the enumeration of the production of that 
particular product. In some cases, related farm products were 
grouped for the purpose of obtaining the value of products sold; 
for example, 1:1mall grains and straw sold were all included as a 
group. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report. gross sales 
without deduction of expenses of any kind. However, it was 
impossible to obtain full adherence to this rule. The degree to 
which this instruction was followed varied from area to area 
depending primarily upon the type of farm products grown. For 
farm products which did not vo.ry greatly in price it. was possible 
during tho course of processing the questionnaires for tabulation 
to make adjustments in those cases where there was obvious mis
interpretation of the instruct.ion:;. In examining the sales figures 
reported for individual farms, an entry was questioned if the indi
cated average price received was less than 50 percent or more than 
200 percent of the State average price. Any report for an indi
vidual farm with entries outside these limits was referred for 
examination and changed if necessary. In general, changes on 
these questionnaires were not made tinless a study of the question
naires for nearby farms indicated that there was obvious error in 
reporting. It was not possible to conect all enors in enum.erati.ol\, 
such as failure to include all products yet to be sold, omissions of 
some so.Jes shared by the landlord or partner and reporting of net 
receipts instead of gross. While this tendency understates the 
total value of all farm products sold for a county or State, it does 
not seriously affect the use of the statistics as a measure of the 
relative importance of the different producing groups. 

Poultry sales.-In the 1950 Census of Agriculture there was 
included on the questionm1fre an instruction to exclude sales of 
baby chicks from the item of sales of poultry and poultry prodnctt>. 
Receipts from the sale of baby chicks by hatcheries and farms 
were included in the 1045 Census of Agriculture. For this reason 
there will be an apparent large decrease in sales of poultry and 
poultry products in some counties which can be attributed almost 
entirely to change in procedure. Hatchery operations arc concen
trated in relatively few counties. However, this change in pro
cedure ;;hould be considered in appraising the data on poult.ry 
Hales. In important commercial broiler areas the poultry sales 
cnumerntecl may be underntated because of the dill1culty offi.nding 
all opcraLors who were engaged iu broiler production in Hl49. 
Thoiie who had discontinued operations may have left the com
munity. Contract operations alHo presented a problem in the 
enumeration; for example, a farm operator may have fed broilers 
for a percentage of the profits. Since 110 did not own tho poultry, 
he may not have reported the sales. 

Differences in data presented by counties and by State economic 
areas.-In many cases, data presented by State economic areas 
have been estimated on the basis of tabulations for a sample nf 
the farms while most of the data presented by counties have 
been obtained by the tabulation of data for all farms in the 
county. However, data on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm expenditures, and value of land and buildings have 
been estimated for each county on the basis of the tabulation of the 
figures for only a sample of the farms in caeh county. The same 
sample of farms was used also for the tabulation of dat1t fur 
these items lly State economic areas or for the State. In some 
cases, the total:; presented for these items by counties will differ 
from the totals presented in tables giving data by State economic 
areas or for the Sto.te since, as a matter of economy, adjustments 
were not made in the tabulations when the difference was not 
great enough to affect the usefulness of the data. 
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