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PREFACE 

Volume I, Counties and St.ato Eeonomi<l Areas, is orw of tho four i1rineipal reporlH pre· 
scnting the results of Lile HJ50 Cei1suH of Agriculture a111l ruli1f.ed progr11n\K of.\,lrn Sovm1t.mmt.h 
Decennial Censns. ThiH volume, in :H partK, proK(mtH tho compilal.io11 of t.lw i11f01•111al.io11 
givcm by farm operatorH to CeuHuK cnumerat.orH in 1 \lliO. 

The 1050 Cemnui of Agricnlt.me W11H tttlrnn i11 coufurmiLy with Urn Ac~L of Clo11g1·0HK 
providiug for the fift.0011 th and Hnbscqne11 t docmmial cnnH\lKl\K, 11pprovrnl .Jmw 18, 102\J, 
aR amended. 

The collection of t.hc data wa;; carried out, hy C(mHllK onunrnmtorH undor t.lw dirnet.ion 
of superviwrH appointed by the Diroc:tor of the Cm1;;u;; and working nndor 1.110 clirnction of 
faiwell T. Galt., Chinf, Fick! DiviKion. Tlw planning iif i.lw cemmH and Uw eornpilation 
o·r the Htlt!istic~ were ;.;upm1vi:,;nd by Rt1y H 11 rley, Chiof, Agric11lt.m·11 DiviHicm, and \V arddr 
B. Jcnkitrn, AsHiHlant Chief. They W(1re ar;i.iiHfod by Hilt.on K Hollil4011, Alvin '.I.'. M. L(tci, 
Harold C. Phillips, Floyd W. Borger, LoiK HnLcltiHon, Ul!vlyH L. I<;agln, Orvill11 M. Slye, 
Henry A. Tucker, and Orvin L. Wilhit.(1. Tho llHrnhauical talmh1t.io11, liy olect.ri<'11l ma
chines, was made under the Ht1pervhdo11 of 0. JP. Van Akm1. Tho map;; worn pr11pnred 
under the H11porviHio11 of C!monco K HittHt•lrnlnt, Geogrnplwr. 

Aclrnowledgment iH made of tho techuitml aHHiHtauco ancl thn lqan of Lnclmietd imrHuutwl 
by the United StateH Department. of Agricultnrn in the plmrniug, Uw· enunwratiou, nncl tlw 
compilation of the 1 ~)50 Census of Agriculture. 

July 1952 
XU 



UNITED STATES CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1950 

REPORTS 
Volume I.-Counties and State Economic Areas.-Statistics for counties include number of farms, 

acreage, value, and farm operators; farms by size, by color and tenure of operator; facilities and equipment, 
form hibor, and form expenditures; livestock and livestock products; specified crops harvested; farms and 
farm characteristics for commercial farms; farms classified by value of farm products sold, by type of farm, 
and by economic class; aud value of products sold by .source. 

Data for State economic areas include farms and farm characteristics by size of farm, by tenure. of oper
ator, by type of farm, and by economic class. 
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Volume I will be published in :N parts as follows: 

Btato or Stntos 

New Englaud Statrs: 
Maine. 
New HmnpHhire. 
V (!l'illOllt. 

:\f assachuset.ts. 
Rhodci Island. 
Connccticu t. 

Mic!dle Atlm1Uc States: 
Ne11· York. 
New .Jersoy. 
Pc111rnylvania. 

East Nortf1 Centml: 
Ohio. 
Imliana. 
Illinoii;. 
Miohignn. 
WiHconsin. 

\Vest North Central: 
MinneRota. 
Iowtt. 
Missom·i. 
North Dakota and South Dakota. 
Nchra~drn. 
KanHnH. 

Hou th At.lnnt.ic: 
Dclaw1ue, Maryland, District of Columbia. 

Pnrt 1 St11t_o _01_· _s_tu_te_s _____ _ 

South Atlantic-Continued 
15 Virginia and West Virginia. 
Hi North Carolina and South Carolina. 
17 Georgia. 
18 Florida. 

19 
20 
21 
22 

25 
26 

27 
28 
2!) 
30 
31 

32 
33 
3'1 

East South Central: 
Kentucky. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Mississippi. 

WeRt South Conti-al: 
Arkansas. 
LoniRiann. 
Oklahonui. · 
Texm1. 

Momitain: 
Montana, 
Idnho. 
Wyoming aurl Colorado. 
Ne\\' Mexico and Arizona. 
Utah and Nevada. 

Pacific: 
Washington and Oregon. 
California. 

Territories and possessions. 

·------···--------·----------------"----'----
Volume II.-General Report.-Statistics by Subjects, United States Census of Agriculture, 1950, Sum

mnry data and analysc8 of the cl!ita for States, for Geographic Divisions, and for the United States by sub
jects as illnstr11terl hy t.lw chapter titles listed below: 
---···----·-·---·-=:========================-========= 

Chapll'l' 'l'ltln 

I Farms and Lane! in Farrmi. 
II Ago, Hosidencc, Years on Farm, Work 

off Ji'arrn. 
III Farm Facilities, lloacls, 'l'racling Oen

. tor, Farm Equipment ... 
IV Fann Labor and Farm Expenditures. 
V Farm Mortgages, Farm Taxes, Cash 

Rent. 
VI Livestock and Livestock Products. 

Clmpt~r 

VII 
VIII 

IX 
x 

XI 

XII 
XIII 

Title 

Field Crops and Vegetables. 
Fruits and N utli, Horticultural Specialties, 

Forest Products. 
Value of Farm Products. 
Size of Farm. 
Color, Race, and Tenure of Farm 

Operator. 
Economic Class of Farm. 
Type of Farm. 

Volume III.-Irriga.tion of Agricultural Lands.-St1Lte reports with cl!1ta for counties ttnd drainage basins 
and a summary for the United States, incli.lding number of enterprises, irrigation works and equipment, 
source of water, new ci1pit11l investment since 1940, cost of irrigation water, number of farms and acreage 
irrigated, and quantity of water used for irrigation purposes. 

The State reports will be issued as sermrate parts of Volume III as follows: 

l'nrt Stnto 

1 Al·izona. 
2 Arlmnsas and Oklahoma. 
3 California, 
'1 Colorado. 
5 Florida. 
0 Idaho. 
7 Kansas. 
8 Louisiana. 
!) Montana. 

Pnrt 

10 . Nebraska. 
11 Nevada. 
12 New Mexico. 

Stuto 

13 North Dakota and South Dakota. 
14 Oregon. 
15 Texas. 
16 Utah .. 
17 Washington. 
18 Wyoming. 

Volume IV.-DrA.inage of Agricultural Lands.-Statc reports with statistics for counties and a summary 
fm tho United States. One part only. Data on land in drainage enterprises, number and types of enter
prises, cost of drainage, indebtedness, assessments, and draina.ge works. 

IV 
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The census date.,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,, •.• ,,,,,,., ....• , .. ,,,,,,.,,.,,.,,.,,,, •• ,,., 
A farm •• ,,,,, •••• ,,.,,,,,,, ••.•• , ••• , • , , , •.• , •• , • , •••••••• • •• , ••••. , • , ••• •,. • • • •• 
Enumerntion of land loc11ted in more than one cpunty •• ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .• ,, • ••• •, •. 
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Land in farms ••.• , .• , .. , .• ,,,,., , . , , , •• , , • , , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • · •, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Value o{ le.ntl nntl huildinp;s .• ;,,, •••••• •, •• , ••• •,, •••• • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Age of operators,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,.,.,,,,.,,, •••• ••• ••• ,.,•.,,., •••• ••.••••• 
nesidenoe of £arm operator, 0 0 0 • f 0 I I I I 0 0 •'I I' 0 0 O + O • 0 0' •.' O 0 • + t O. t t I I O O O I < O O IO O O O O O 

Years on present farm (year bup:1rn operation o! prcannt. fnrm) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Offwfarm work and other income,,., •••. ,.,.,,,, ••• ,,,,.•••.••·••••'••••••••••••••• 
Specified facilities,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., •••••• 
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Classification of farms by cla.sa of work power.··••,, .•• •, •• •••••·•·••·••·••••••• 
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Chopter A-STATISTICS FOR THE STATE 

State Tnble-
1. -Farms, acreage, and value: Cenaue:e11 of 192() to 1950 •• ' •, •• ,.,,,.,,, •,•., ••••• ~ •• ,,,,,,.,,, • •,,, ••• ,. • • • • • •••• ,., •,,, 1 ,, •• ,,,,,, •,,,, •• ,,, • • 1 ,,,,.,.,, ~,,, 1 .,, 1 

2,-Farma by siz.et CA,nsuse:s. of' 1920 to 195{},,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,, •••••••••••• ,.,,.,,..,,,,,.,, •••••••• ,,,,,,;,,,.,,, •• ,.,. 
3,-Farms by color and tenure of op~rntor: Censuses of 1920 to 1950,,,,,,, •••••••••• ,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,.,, ••••• ,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,,,, 11 
4.-C11sh rent paid for funu land and building11: Censuses of 1930 to 1950 ••••• ,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,, ............... ., ....................... ,,,,,,,., 1 ,,,.,,,,,,, 1 

5.-Farm operators hy color, residence, off-farm work, Age, and ye"r• on praa:ont farm1 Cenauaoa of 1920 to 1950 ........ ,., •• ,,.,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
6. -Date of enumeration: Censuses of 1950 and 1945.,., ••• ,, •,,,.,,,. •,,,,,,, ... ,.,.,,. •,.,,.,,,,.,,,,. 1,,,, ••• •.,. •• • •,,,,,.,, •• ,,, • •• , ••• ,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,.,,, 
7.-Specific:d facilities end equipment, tradi11g center, nnd roads: Cenauaea of 1920 to 1950"""""H .......................................... 111 .,,.,,., 1 n 1 ,, 

8.-Motortrucks, trnctars, and automobiles on f.arma, clRsaified by yaar of modol: Cenauae.11 Qf 1950, 1945, Rnd 1940 •••••••••••••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 11 ,,,,,,,, 

9.-.. Farm labor nnd specified farm expr::nditurea: Censuses of 1920 to 1950,,,,, •••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, •••••••••••••• , ••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
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INTRODUCTION 
History of the census of agriculture.-The first National census 

of agriculture was taken in connection with the Sixth Decennial 
Census of Population in 1840. Since 1840, a ceuAus'of ngriculturc 
has been taken in conjunction with the census of population in each 
decennial enumeration. CongreRs first provided for a mid-decennial 
agriculture census to be taken in 1\ll5, but because of World ·war I 
this census was not taken. Congress again provided for a mid
decennial agriculture census to be taken as of January 1, 1925. 
Since Hl20, there has been a Federal censuR of agriculture every 
fifth year. 

Legal basis for the 1950 Census of Agriculture.-Authorization 
for the Hl50 Census of Agriculture was made in the act of Congrer;s, 
approved June 18, 1929, providing for the fifteenth and subsequent 
decennial censuses. This act also provided for a census of 
agriculture in 1935 and every IO years thereafter. 

The enumeration.-About 2 weeks prior to the census date of 
April 1, 1950, agriculture questionnaires were dis·tributed to box 
holders in rural areas and to box holders in other areas not having 
city-type mail delivery in all St.ates except; North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alalmma, MiRsissippi, Louisiana, and in 65 of 
the 75 counties in ArkanHas. The agriculture qucHtionnaires 
distributed were accompanied by a lcttoi· miking farm operators 
to examine the quesl;iounahc anrl mrnwm• as many of the qucstiomi 
as possible prior to the visit, of the Censrni enumerator. This 
method of enumeration was designed to help the enumerator and 
the farmer and to obtain more acc11ratc information than in former 
censuses. Enumerators wore l'Cquired to visit each farm to pick 
up, complete, or fill i;he agriculture quostio11 nairo and to obtain 
the required information 011 population and housing. Thht proce
dure enabled farm operatori; to become familiar with tho kimlR of 
information req11ired for tho cenHUH and also enal.Jlccl them 1<o check 
their records prior to the visil; of the Censu;; cmume1·ator and to 
compile any data needed for a11Hwori11g t.he inquiries 011 the ques
tionnaire. Even if tho farm operator had filled out the agrieultlll'e 
qucstio11naire, the CemrnR enumerator was instruct.eel to examine 
the ent,rios to determine that all required entries hacl been proporly 
made. 

Plans for the 1050 CensuA inoludocl four proviAions doHigncd to 
insure completeness of coverage of i.h(l ecmms of agricuHurc. 
First, the questionnaire UAcd for tht1 ceusns of population containccl 
two possible inquiries for every family cnumcrntccl. One of Lhe~e 
questions was: "Is this house on a farm'/" In caHo the a11;;w01· was 
"No,'' the second was: "Is this house on a place of three or more 
acres?" If the answer to either of these inquirieH was 11Ymi,'' :Lile 
Census enumeral<'or was inst.ructed to obtain an agriculture ques
t.ionnaire from the person in charge of the place. ThiR procedure 
was used in order to insure the enumeration of places, not locally 
considered as farms, wit.h sufficient agricultural production t.o 
qualify as farms according to Census criteria. While thiH met.hoc! 
resulted in the Recuring of a considerable number of qucstionuaires 
which did not meet the criteria, it did insure the inclirnion of many 
places that. might not have been enumerated otherwise. 

Second, as in several former eCJrnuses, enumerators in rural 
areas were. instructed to indicate on their maps the location of 
every dwelling place and farm. This procedure was intended to 
help the supervisor to ascertain if his enmncral;ors had visited all 
pari;s of the enumeration dfot.ricts assigned them. 

Third, prior to the censuR, Iist.s of the very large farms were 
prepared from the records of the HJ45 Census of Agricultme and 
were reviewed in Hl49 by members of the field st;aff of tho Bureau 

of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agrioult.ure 
(Hworu in as special agents of the Bureau of the Cemnts) for the 
purpose of making corrections, deletions, and additions aH neces
sary. These lists were given to the Cc11su8 supervisors who were 
required to cheek them to Hee 'l<lmt each of the farms was enumer
ated. The questionnaires obtained wern also checked with the 
lists of large farms during the processing in the Washington 
office. (See Large Farms, p. x.) 

Four!J1, in most of the South, a special supplementary queHtion
nail'o (Landlord-Tenant Operations Questionnaire) aided in the 
enumeration of cropper and other tenant farms comprising parts 
of larger land holdings, plantittions, ot.c .. This questionnaire was 
required when two or moro agriculture ·questionnaires were needed 
for a land holding. Bnumoml;ors were to list the names of the 
landlord and each cropper and other tenant and to give, for each 
listing, the information called for on the questionnaire. 

Questionnaires used for the 1950 Census of Agrioulture.-The 
number of inquiries in the 1050 Ce1isus of Agriculturo vai'ied from 
State to State. A total of 41 ditrorent versions of the question
naire was wmcl for taking ·the census. The qucstionnairos con
tained from 181! to 22!1 inquiries. Most of tho differences in the 
number of inquirirni relat;od to crops. By using State question
naires, it was poRHihle ·to reduce tho number of inquiries carried on 
the qncstionnairc for a particular State by eliminating questions, 
mitiuly for crops, which wore not applicable in that 8tate. For 
example, rice fo an important crop in only a few States; by the use 
of State quoRtionnaireR, it wa1:1 possible t;o omit the inquiry on rice 
from the quesl;ionnaireR for !tll Stutes except those in which rice 
iH an import.ant crop. AlHo, tho use of a Stat.a questionnaire made 
it [)OHHiblc to havo Aeparate quostions for itll the important crops 
grown in a particular State, and to obtain rcp01·ts of production in 
the nnit of measuro ccHnmonly used in that State. This variation 
in tho numbor of inquiries by States (regionalization) was used in 
seveml previous ceuHUl:lCS, It wa:> used to a greater extent in tho 
1050 Oornms. 

SAMPLING 

Snmpliug was used for tho 1\l50 Census of Agrioulturc in two 
ways. First, tho clata on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm oxpouditures, dlstanco to trading center, value of farm 
lo.ncl and buildings, taxes, mortgage debt, etc. (Questions 300 
through 332 of the questionnaire; see facsimile in the appendix), 
were enumemtecl for only a SAMPLE of farms. Second, the nse 
of a sample made possible the tabulation of a greater volume of 
data than would have been possible if reports for all farms had 
been included. In fact, most of the data shown in this report by 
SLate economic areas arc estimates prepared on the basis of the 
tabulation of data for ·(;he Rample of farms. These tabulations are 
based on the same sample of farms as was used in the enumeration. 

Description of the sample for the 1950 Census,-The sample 
used for the 1950 Census of Agl'ieultnre consisted of all large farms 
and one-fifth of all remaining farms. Farms to be included 
in the sample wore selected during the euumeration. The 
Census enumerator was given a procedure for selectiug the 
farms to be included in the sample and he was instructed 
not to modify this procedme in any case. He was instructed 
to include in tho sample and t.o obtain the additional infornrn
tion (answers to Questions 300 through 332) for any form if 
the questionnaire on wl1ich it was to be enumerated had a 
designated serial number. All agriculture questionnaires given 
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x INTRODUCTION 
to Ceus11R <•nuwm·ators, !lH wdl aR those distributed through the 
mail, carried 11 surial umnhl:r. Tlwsc i,wl'ial munbcrs ranged 
from 1 through Ii. Tlw 1ln:<ig1111.tPd Heritil number of the ques
tionnaire for whieh tlw Hampln information wai:; to be obtained 
was dt1termirwd l1y l'lllnpm·iug the 1:mriul nmnbcr of the agri
cn1ltmc q11Pstimmaire with tho serial 1tm11l)(}r assigned ir: Wash
iugtou to Orn 011m11Pmt i1m clist.ril~t.. 

Crnw k'iuh•rH Wl'l'I! im;trun1ocl t.o suu thut tlrn additional infor
mat.io11 n'<1uin•rl for farrnH in thc1 samplo was obtained for all 
farms 011 t.Ju• largn farm li:-;t., During tho 111·ocessing operations 
in Washinglo11 11.llY farm uot. alrnacly iu tho >iampln that met the 
eritL,riu. for tt lingo farui w1is udclml t.o t.lw ,;ample and if the neccs
Httry informu.Huu for iLm11H lo lw olitaiiwd only for farms in the 
:-;amplo ha(l not l)(\Oll Htienrocl, tho rnq Hired data were obtained 
by mail. 

Description of the sample for the 1945 Census.-Thc sample of 
farms rnm1l in .1 !Hli WllH only nhont cwo-thircl as largo as 
thnt. m1od i11 1 %() and was l'<~ll\1ittHl by 11 different method. In 
HJ:l/i, Pach c111mt.y w11H <li\'id1\d into erosR Roctio11ti of small areas 
ttverngiug 2.fi KlfUlll'l! rnill'H in Hi:w 1t111l eont.niniug abont. 5 farms 
e1wh. A s1u11pl(• of J l>HI. of 11yory l~ of Ut1\se small arcaR nr sample 
:;egl!lt>ui H 1rnH H(1!1•1'(.P1! 1u11l 1tll fonuH hn.ving t.hcir hoadqnartcrs 
wHhi11 Uw 1mlnctml ar1•a" WPrn <h•Hig1mtnd as snmplc farms, and 
mn·o (\llllltll'm(.pd ou t(lll'H(iu1111ain•:-; c1111tniniug tho supplementary 
qunst.ionH in ndditi1111 !.11 tlm (!lll'HLitmH a;;lwd uf no11samplc farms. 
In l!l·Jli, t\H in l!)fll), thH Hltlll]llinµ; pla11 r>rovich~d for the inclusion 

·of tlJlll!'OXillHitl'I~· Oll,000 litrµ;I' fnrmi:; r1•gnr1llesi:; of their locatio11. 

Adjustment of the snmple .. ·--A11 adjrn;trnc11t in tlw snmple was 
nmtlll for 1.1111 i11irpt1Ht' ni' (I) improving tlu• rnlitthility of thn e;iti
mat,t•H from t.lw Hampll• hy a p1•otic1HH l'HKtmt.inlly tiqui vttltmt to st.mt
ifyillg !hi' formH in tlH! KUlllJ>lU hy Hi?.o tt!Hl l\CllllOllliC elaHS of farm 
nm! (2) rcH!trning hi11H1>,; ill trothtutHl lrncnuHe CumillH cmmnerators 
die! no~ follow 111•rfl'<1l·ly Urn uwthrnl 011t.linecl for selocUnp; t.hc 
formH in Uw H!LlltJJl!!. 

Cnmnu11•mm111rnl 11rs 11itl 110L 1llw1tys oorrect.l,Y follow the sampling 
procodurn fnr 1-mh111t i11p; forrns to ho i11cl11rlncl in tho sampln. In 
p;eimral, nnmi1t1r11t11rs hacl !t tPt1tlm111y t.o im:ludo the larp;or and 
bettor f1muH in !.hi' mmplc1. AmtlyHl'S iudimtl>lHl that morn reliable 
estinmtf>H would lit• nht.1Li111!1l if Lhn farnis in t.lrn sample were in 
effmit. stra(.if'i('tl hy f!bw nnd by nc(Jl1omie clasf! boforo tho estimates 
werP Jll'PJ>IU'Nl Oil th!! linHiH of !.ho sample, 

In or<lPr t.o ncljl!Hi. t.h1• Httmplti for oneh oeonomic iu·ea, counts 
worn ohl11i1101l of 1dl fitl'ms itll(l of H1.m1plri fttrnrn by sizo nnd eco
umnie ola~s groups. Tlw c11rrospowling counts for tlle sample 
wertl t.lwn cornp1m•1l wii h t.lw nimthor to be expected for the 
1>11m11le (tlu1 t.11t 11! t'mllrL for llll farmH cli vi<lm! by 5) and an adjust
menL wm:1 nmde Ho t.luit t,Jw :-1nmplo count equaled its expcctt\d value. 
Adjustme11tH worn macln in tlw sample by olhninating farms when 
too many W('l'P i11clu1lnd for !t spptlifincl elas1:1 in an oconomic area 
or by duplimUnp; farmK wlwn too few wore included. The farms 
eliminatml or dnpli<!Mrnl for a clm;s wnre :'leloct.ed at random from 
countioR o.vnr~ or 1w•lm-1't\J>l't•Hcnt1\d in tho claHR. The gross adjust
ments involvC\cl Wllrn rnl11tivdy smnll iu nHiRt areaR, averaging 3 
pereout oli1t1ill!tteil 1n1<1 2 JHH'C!(mt c111plicat.ed for all areas in the 
UuitL~d StatcH. 

'.l'hiH 1tdj11Htnw11t. pron<'1h1 rP 11ehicivod rnoHt of the reduction in 
the 1:mnqili11g C'l'l'OJ'H ()f t.lw PNtimntes for Stat.o economic areal:! 
thiit cnulcl havo l>11e11 rmtlizocl hv n morn complicated met.hod of 
ei-;Limation by which Hnpm·nt;o t:;rtalH wonk! he tabulated by size 
and eem10111ic <:lnHH p;ronpR, c•i;l.imates pre1mred group by gronp 
Oil thn bm;is of {.Ito lt<it.llltl Hltlll]llillg ratio in the group, and the 
gronp eHtimnt.c•s eoml1i11n1l 1.o provide Uw e::;tiurntN; for tho econom
ie area. 'l'his ncljusl uw11t. Jiroepduro also ten clod to reduce the 
elfoctH of possihl11 hiaH<'K i11t.rncl11m•cl hy failuro of some (l!lmner
atnrc; to follow Ht.rict.lv Uan ruln:,1 for 1.;cleeting the sample farms. 

Reliability of estimates based on the sample.-The figures based 
011 tlw talinlntin11 of <lain for rmly a sample of farms are subject 
to snmpliug <!l'l'O!'>l, \Vhen data bn::ie<l 011 only a sample of farms 

are shown in the same table with enumerated data for all farms, 
the data based on a sample are shown in italics. Approximate 
measures of tho sampling reliability of estimates are given in State 
Tables 28, 29, and 30 for farms repcrting and for item totals. 

These measures indicate t.he gencrnl level of sampling relia
bility of the estimates, but do not include adequate allowances for 
sources of error other than sampling variation, as for example, 
errors in original data furnished by farmers. Sources of error 
other than sampling may be relatively more important t,han 
sampling variation, especially for totals for 11 Stut,e. 

In general, t.he measures of sampling reliability presented are 
conservative, in that they tend to overestimate the variations in 
t.be sample est.imates, because: (1) maximum figures intended to 
HerYo for all State economic areas were URecl ancl (2) tho predicted 
limil.H of error do not take into consideration that complete data 
were talmlated for all large forms. Consequently, there is a tcncl
ency to overestimate t.Jrn variations in the sample especially for 
groups for which the tot11ls for large farms represent. a high per
centage of the item totals. Data for large farms for a number of 
items me given in St-.aLo Table 13. The data in this table indicate 
for each item t.lw proportion of the State total represented by large 

·farms. 
The est.irnal eel Hamp ling reliability for munber nf farms and 

fonus reporting specified itmrn; is given iu Statn Table 28. Du.ta in 
State Tables 2\J and 30 nrn given to asHi~t in determining tho gen
eml level of sampling reliability of estimated totals. In State 
Table 30 n lh1t of t.ho it.mm; i,; given and t.hc level of sampling re
lin!Ji!ity aH shown in St;at.o 'l'nble 2\l hi indicated. By rcforring to 
Stal~e Table 2\l in the column for tho love! of sampling relittbility 
desiguut<•rl in Stat.e Table 30, tho sampling error according to the 
uumhe1' of ft\l'rnfl reporting may ho obtained. Ht.ute Tnbles 28 
and 20 :;how percentage limits, :melt that. the chances are about 
2 in 3 that tho di!Tereuce between tho cstinrnt.eR bmwl on tho 
8flll1Jlle and Lile fip;nreH t.hut-. would have been obtained from tt tab
nlai.ion for all farmH wonld be less than the limit specified. How
ever, t.ho chancel' nre 00 iu 100 that the diJfonmce would lrn less 
th1m two and ono-luilf timeH the perceut.nge limiL given in tho table. 

The data in Stnt.e Tables 28 all(l 2\l indicate t.hat whcu tlrn 1111111 .. 

ber of farm:,; reporting specifiod itoms ii:; i:;mall, tlie item totals arc 
Hnbject to relirtively large i-;ampling errors. NcverUwleHs, tho cmm
plete clot.ail for every claHHificat.ion for eitch item iR 1're1:mnted 
to immre maximum tu>cfuh1N\R for obtaining est.imaLcs for any 
combi11ati01rn of itemH that may be desired. Percentage figmeH 
an cl u verages dcri ved from the tablcR will generally have great.er 
reliability t.han tl1e estimated totals; alHo significant-. patterns of 
relationship rnny somotimoR be ohRervo<l oven though thc'individ
uul data are t-mbjoct to relatively largo Rampling errors. 

Method of estimation.-All uu.ttt shown in this report which i1ro 

based on a sample of farnu:i have been expanded to represent fig
nrns for all farms. Thm;e oxpandod figures were obtained by 
multiplying by five tbe totals tabulated from t.lie sample for all 
except the large farms, and adding totals for large farms. 

LARGE FARMS 

Plans for the 1950 Census of Agriculture included special pro
visious to insure the enumeraLion of all large farm operating units. 
Pnr Cm1sus purposm;, any farm that, met any of five criteria was 
corn;idnred a large farm. 'l'hc criteria arC' showu in the following 
table: 
Criteria 

Western States.t Other States. 
Laud in farms 5,000 acres or more 1,000 acres or more 
'l'otal eroplo.nd (crop-

land harvested+ crop-
land pastured+ crop-
land not harvested 
or pastured) 1,000 acres or more 750 acres or more 

1 Ariz., Calif., Colo., I!l1•ho, IC11ns,, Mont., Nebr., Nev., N. Mex .. N. Dale., Okla.• 
Oreg., s. Dak., Tex., Utah, Wash., and Wyo. 
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Cattle of all ages 

Sheep of all ages 

500 or more 

4,000 or more 

200 or mor•i 

500 or more 

Value of farm procluctR 
sold or to be sold $70,000 or more $70,000 or more 

In Alabama, Georgia, M.ississippi, South Carolina, i;.nd Lo_niP.iana, 
and in fipecified counties in Kentucky, Maryland, M1RRour1, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, l!'lorida, .Arkanl'!aH, aud Texas, the 
criteria applied to the totals for the entire lm1cll<;rd-tcua11t opcm
tion, plantaticm, or other type of large farm holclmg. If tho land
lord-tenant ope1·ation qualified as a large farm, 1'110 home farm 
portion of the lancllord-tlmant operati?n wa~ eo.11;;iclor:Jrl a large 
farm oven though the home farm operatmg umt du! not ItHelf nwet 
the criteria for a large farm. 

PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS 
This report presents data from the 1050 Census of Agriculture 

with comparable data from previous cemmRes, ))eginuing wit.h 
1020. Dat,a arc presented for the State, for each conuty, and for 
State economic areas. For each of theRe areas, the tables preKent' 
some information which is not Khown in the tables for either of the 
other areas. 

State tables.-The State tables present. datlt for those itemH for 
which historical fignres are available for censm;es prior to Hl45. 
They present data for sonHl items which are not shown in 1;110 
county or State economic area tables; for example, taxes and cash 
rent. They also show some items from the 1 U50 Census that aro 
carried in the comity or State economic area tables for >Yh1ch there 
is addit.ioual information (other than historical), for extunplo, 
wage rates. 

County tables.-County tables eontain some tl1Lt11 for mm1t of 
the items on the l!l50 Qucstionnairo. However, t.lwy clo not con
tain all the available information; for example, the dat.n for farm~ 
by size of farm and by tennre of operntor arc given, iu part, in t,Jw 
county tableH but in greater detail in t.he State CJ('.ot1omic lwea 
tables. Most data by economic claRH of farm and by t.ypo of farm 
are not given in the county tabfoH, but they are giveu in tho Htnte 
tables and in Urn State economie area tables. l~m moHt. itnnni \.lie 
available comparable data from the 1045 Census aro nlr10 Hhown in 
these count,y tables. 

State economic area tables.-Thesc t11l>lm; prt~Hm1t frcqumwy 
distributions of farms reporting specified it•cnu-1, such UH 011or1~torH 
by age, corn by acres harvel'!ted, cattle und calver1 by mnnber on 
hand, etc. They ahw present detailoci cl!Lta on fm•m:-; nm! form 
characteristics by :o;everal claHsit1cation;;, 11amely, Hir.e of farm, 
tenure of farm operator, economic ela~s of farm, and typo of farm. 
Farm counts are also shown for clnssificat.ionH wit;hin clal'lsific11timtH, 
for example, size of farm by tenure of 01iemtor, HiZ(J of farm t1y 
economic claRs of farm, ancl :-;izo of farm liy typo of farm, etc. 

Minor civil diyision tables.-Datn for lllDHt of 1.lw it.oms ineludorl 
inthc 1950 Census were tabulated by minor dvil diviHious. TlwHo 
are not, included in any publiRhed report:-;. I11ft>J'mntiou for thoRo 
small geographic areas may be o bt.ainod by payiug tho coHt of 
checking the data nnd preparing HtaList.ical tabhlH. 

State economic areas.-State ccm1omic arenii ropreHont group
ings of couut;ies within a State. The counties comvriHing 11 St11to 
economic area. have similar agricultural, dmnographic, climatiu, 
physiographio, and c\1ltural charncterhit.ics. BaHically, State 
economic areaH have been est,abliRhed for the purpo~:o of Ill'CHcmtiug 
statistics not; only for the 1 \l50 Census of Agriculture but ali>o for 
the Censuses of Population and Housing. In order t;o establh1h 
a1·eas for all 3 of t.he"e censuses, tho 4·8 States hnvo bem1 snbdiviclorl 
into 501 State economic ureas. (For a description of State economic 
areas, see the Special Report of the 1050 Census entitled 
"State Economic Areas: A Dcscript,ion of tlt!} Procedure Used in 
Making a Functional Grouping of the Counties in the 1Jnited 
States.") For the purpose of presenting agrieulturnl statistics, 
most metropolitan areas have been combined with adjacent eco
nomic areas when the number of farms and agricultural production 

of the metropolitan aron 11ro of sma.ll imporLanc~\, Ou t.lH·, othnr 
hanrl, in a few cmms, bcw.ttllHll of siµ;nltfotm(, d1ffl•rcnll\l'>1. Ill l ho 
charaetel'iHtics of i.Jrn agrim11t.nrl1 wit.hill t.ho Ht.atn p1•011omrn !tl'Plls, 
souw Stnto ooonontic arenH ha vn hnm1 1mbdiviclnrl it1 ortlnt• lo prn
seut st.nt.iHt.icH fur tltn l \)[j() ( ~mtH\lii of Agrim1lt:rn·e. ( >11tsi1h• Uw 
met;ropolit.nn arnnH, t.1w Ht.11(.(, nccmmuic nrnns ht. gP1wrul m·n tho 
samo i~R St;a.t;c t.ype-of-fonuinp; nrnu:-i. Jt'or t.lrn {luitP<l Hlnlt•K, it, 
is plm11wd to Hlww rJnt.nill!<I Htnt.ii,it.fo:-i for n11pr11ximnt t'lj' :w2 Htuft.! 
economiu art)UH, A map Hhowinµ; t.ltl1 Hlttl.(! ('t!m1omk l\\'\.'H~ to 
which thiH report; rnlateH iH shown at; t,lin hlip;i1111i11µ; of C ~hapti•r <' 
of thiH reporL. 

'l'll<l l11\l\ of St11\·,c1 tlCOllOlllie al'(lflf\ llH It tlJlit, for j,Jw pn•st'llltllillll or 
stal;istilJR lttts mndo 1iosHibln 111iu1~· t.nlmlat.iimH, by 1<izn of form, 
tm111ro of farm opornt.ur, or!o11ondt1 dttHH of Cnrm, n111 1 1.~·po of form, 
that. would 11ot Jmvo htHlll JlOHi4ihlo liy comlf.inH IHwltllHU of t.lll' 1•0H('. 
of t.abnlat.inn, amo1mt of cl11ritml work l'C!IJHiretl, c•ost. of v11t1lkrt
Lion, aurl rdinhilit.y of t;lw dn\.11.. Hi1tt:11 tlw eirnutil's eornprisiup; 
oiwh Stato eoo110111iu nn~it luwe Himilar elrnmtHt•l·iH!.il':;, clnt it fot• It 

St;nto ectmomic 111·m1 nmy !w \lH\•tl fm· rl<!Rt11·iliitqi;, wit.It ro1.li"ill!Ud1lo 
11ecuracy, t.hl\ chnmc:t.orisl,i1\H of t.lw nµ;rieulturo iu P1Wh t•ouut ,v 
making 1111 t.lw area. 

Compara.bility of data for various censuses.- Cnuqmmliilit.y or 
tile dMtt may l><! nJfooted by :;neh fuo(,orH llH tlw 111011(,h in whil'l1 
t;Jie cmtmrnmt.iou w11H Hlltrln, t.Jw clefi11if.iou of n form, t.lw wor11iug 
of t,hn qlll•Hti011:;, ot.u. \Vhcm I.ho co111p1.trnhilil.y iH 11tf1•1ll.c\d to 1111 
~tppredahlo C\Xl,mlt, mm1tim1 il'I nmtlo of I.ho 1\il'fmt1lH'l•H un1lnr llrn 
i;pnciiie Hern. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

bofiaitionH a.Hr! nxplttnnt.iorn; am pre11m1L1'll only fot' t.hoRo itc•IHH 
for which t.lw t·,11blo tl11Hnl'ipLio11H ltl'I! co11Hi1l<'1·11d itutdP1111al 1•. 'rh11 
dmwriptivn ttn't:nH 1111<\ t1xp\111mtinm1 \'11for prin11ip11\\y t.11 tlw Hll'iO 
ConHllH of Agrinult.urn, alt.ltough, in gm1rml, t.Jrny am 11,IHo 1q1plic\nhlo 
to 1!1.trlier eo11HltHPH, Tlw rldiuit,innK t~omdHt. primnrily of IL i·rsmu/I 
of the qtteHticrn1rniru w1n'l!i11p;, rn1e11;;!01tttlly H11pplt!lllU1ttnd hy tlw 
morn UHHOnt.inl pnrt.H of i111:1(,rtrntfo11H givm• t.o \h<• nrn1111Prnlorr1. For 
tlw exact; phm:->i11µ; of LhC! il1l]t1irin:-1 a11d of Uw it1Ht.1'1wtious i1wh1ch•d 
on tile rpwstiounniro, rnfortnHHl Hhoulrl Im nmdo t.o (.1111 fnmlimili• of 
the lUliO AgricnH,urn qnm\1.illlllHtirn Hhown in \.lrn l\PPl'tlllix. 

Au nu11lyHiH of !.ho i11qnirinH it1cln1lclcl 011 t.hn q1wr1Uo111mit·i•s tL1Hl 
of Lhn clnt.a ohtl~innrl iH l:'llt11w11 in Vol11uw II, Omrnrnl H.t•port., Htnt.iH
t,ieH by HuhjoetH, U11itt\d Hl.1i\,\•H C11n!'.\IH of Ap;l'it111H.11r1,, l \IM\ 
Tito gmwntl rnport; Jll'C!Km1 tH Htttt.iHLioH for HL1ttf'.H by 1:111lijN1.t 
mat.tor. 

GP.NBRAL FAl~M lNl>ClRMATION 

The census clatc.-·-'l'lw J!l[jf) CmtHllH llf Ap;ri<mUm'l\ \\'HH fok1•11 nR 
of Ariril 1, 1050. Invontory Homs 1·1•lnl.n to a11proxinmt(lly t.1111.t 
dato. Data OU (l.Ol'(!aµ;(I 1111<\ quanUt,y ()f C1'1l}>H hn.l'\'l'Htm\ 1\1'1~ rm 
tlrn m·op yuar of 1 IJ.19. Ditta 011 HalnH of m·opto1 1·1,lat.o t.o 1•1·opH prn
clncorl in tho ornp yoar of Hl49; dat:a on Halt\H or livt\Htoek n1l1th\ t.o 
the oalondnr year of 19·IO; dnt.a nu i;al(•R uf livnHtoek prodnct.K 
relnt.e to tho prodt1cU011 ill t;he calmular yNU' of HMO. All,houp;h 
tho l:loction hcmdinp; ou Llrn q1wHt;ion11ah•11 HJ><llli!ied April 1 for o.11 
invontory itomH, Urn iuclivichml inquirinH did 11ot. rd!ll' to nny 
datc1. Tlwrdore, tlrn re11lil•H may n•1m~snnl; lhn c\atn t.ltc1 qtlf•Hlion
nairns woro lill<•cl. 'l'lrn qm1Ht.io11ua.iroH wore> µ;011or1illy fillncl wilhiu 
a fow dayH followinµ; April 1. '.l'he act providiuµ; for tlll' eon:;u1:1 
roquiros !;hat no onumori.ttor Lio aH:-itp;nNl a 1M·v;c11· 1u·N~ tho.u l\!1 

can mrnmer11to oompkitaly in 30 dnyH from the 011111'\l!H 1iM11. Thill 
provhiiou wiis made for t.ho pu1·poso of (!llHHl'i11µ; prmupt.uPHH iu 
the complot;ion of Llw t\ll llmorat;ion. Jiow<wor, IH~C!l.llKO of Wl'!ttlwr, 
roads, or othm <mnditilrnR, n lonp;er pnri0<l m1iy havP lwm1 n•1111ir<'cl 
for thCJ emmwration iu sornn casQs. Tho !l.Y()rnµ;o clnlo of Pn1111111r
at,iou of tho 19ii0 Ccmsu:; for mtch cou11Ly IH p;ivou iu Co1111ty 'l'alilo 
4, and the percmttap;o of farms 1~1nunora;ttHl by va1•bu\\ 1\alt\\\ for 
the State is given in State Table 6. The clato Oil which t.ho c1111m(\l'• 
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ator obtained the information required for the census of agricul
ture may affect the statistics because of changes that occurred 
between the census date and the actual date of enumeration. 

A farm.-For the 1950 Census of Agriculture, places of 3 or 
more acres were counted as farms if the value of agricultural 
products in 1949, exclusive of home gm·dens, amounted to $150 
or more. The agricultural products could have been either for 
home use or for sale. Places of less than 3 acres were counted 
as farms only if the value of sales of" agricultural products in 
1949 amounted to $150 or more. Places operated in 1949 for 
which the value of agricultural products in 1949 was less than 
these minima because of crop failme or other unusual situation, 
and places operated in 1950 for the first time were counted as 
farms if normally they could be expected to produce these mini
mum quantities of farm prnducts. 

All the land u11der tho control of one person or partnership 
was included as one farm. Control may have been through 
ownership, or through lc:asc, rental, or cropping arrangement. 

The Census enumerator was tKt given the definition of a farm. 
He was instructed to obtain an agriculture questionnaire for 
every place thai; the operator considered a farm, for every place 
of 3 or more am·~% whether or not it was considered a farm, and 
for certain specialized operatious regardless of the size of the 
place. The specialized operations include grnenhouses aud nurser
ies, places having 100 or more poultry, or on which 300 or more 
dozen eggs were produced in 19·19, and places with 3 or more 
hives of bees. Thus, agricultme questionnaire~ w~n·e fillerl for 
more places than those thnt q1mlified as farms. 

The determination as to which report.A wore to be included in the 
tabulations as representing farnrn was made during the rn·ocessing 
of the questionnaires in Washington. ThiR procedure was followed 
in order that uniform criteria could be applied. 

For the 19•15 and earlier censu:-;es of agriculture, the definition 
of a farm was somewhai; more inclusive. Census enumerators 
were provided with tho definition of a farm and were instructed to 
fill reports only for those places which mot the criteria. From 
1925 to 1945, farms for Census purposes included places of 3 or 
more acres on which there were agricultural operatiorni, and places 
of Jess than 3 acres with agricultmal products for home use or 
for sale with a value of $250 or more. For places of 3 or more 
acres, no minimum quantity of agricultural production was i·cquired 
for purposes of enumeration; for placr,s of under 3 acres all the 
agricultural products valued ai; $250 or more may have been for 
home use and not for sale. Tho only reports excluded from tho 
tabulations were those taken in error and a few with very limited 
agricultutal production such as only a small home gardeu, a few 
fruit treeR, a vory small flock of chickens, or the like. In 1045, 
reports for 3 acres or more with limited agricultural operal;ions 
were retained if there were 3 or more acres of cropland and pasture, 
or if the value of products in Hl44 amounted to $150 or more when 
there was less than 3 acres of cropland and pasture. 

The definition of a farm in the 1920 Census was similar to that 
used from l!l25 to 1940 but was somewhat more inclusive. In 
that year, farms of less than 3 acres with products valued at less 
than $250 were to be included, provided they required the 
continuous services of at least one person. 

Because of changes in price levels, the $2ii0 limit for value of 
products for farms under 3 acres resulted in the inclusion of 
varying numbers of farms at t.ho several censuses. 

The change in the definition of a farm resulted in a decrease in 
the number of farms, largely in those of 3 or more acres in size. 
Places of 3 or more acres with a value of agricultural products of 
less than $150 were not counted as farms in the 1950 Census. In 
some cases, t.hese places would have been counted as farms if the 
criteria used in 1950 had been the same as those used in previous 
censuses. The change in definition had no appreciable effect on 
the data for livestock or crops as the total agricultural production 

for such places would usually account fo1· less than 1 percent of the 
total for a county or State. 

An appmisal of tho effects on the statistics of the change in the 
definition of a farm is included in Volume II, General Report, 
Statistics by States, United States Census of Agriculture. 

Enumeration of land located in more than one county.-Land in 
an individual farm may be located in two or more counties. In 
such cas(Js the entire farm was enumerated in only one county. If 
the farm operator lived on the farm, the farm was enumerated in 
the county in which the farm operator lived. If the farm operator 
did not live on the farm, the figures for the farm have been included 
in the county in which the farm headquarters was located. If 
there was any question as to the location of the headquai'ters of 
the farm, the farm and all the data for it have been included in the 
county in which most of the land was located. 

Farm operators.-A "farm operator" is a person who operates a 
, farm either performing the labor himself or directly supervising it. 
He may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant, renter, or share 
cropper. If he rents land to others or has land cropped for him 
by others, he is listed as the operator of only that Janel which he 
retains. In the case of a partnership, one member was included as 
the operator. The nmnber of farm operators is considered the 
same as the number of farms. 

Farms reporting or operators reporting.-Figures for forms 
reporting or operators reporting, based 011 a tabulation of all farms, 
represent the number of farms, or farm operators, for which the 
specified item waR reported. For example, if there were 1,922 
farms in a county and only 1,465 had chickens on hand over 4 
months old, the number of farms reporting chickens would he 1,465. 
The difference in the total number of farms, and the number of 
farms reporting an item, represents the number of farms not hav
ing that item, provided the inquiry was answered completely for 
all farms. 

·For some of t,he Hems, such as the age of operator, for which 
reports should have been obtained for all farms, figures are given 
for the number not reporting. These farms, or operat,ors, not 
reporting indicate the extent of the incompleteness of tho reports 
for the Hom. 

Figures for farms report;ing or operators reporting, based on a 
tabulation for only a sample of farms, represent the total estimated 
from the sample, not the actual number of farms reporting or oper
ators reporting. In a few cases, the estimated total may exceed 
the actual number of farms or farm operators in the county or 
State. 

Land owned, rented, and managed,-The land to be included 'in 
each farm was determined by asking the number of acres owned, 
the acres rented from or worked on shares for others, and the acres 
rented to or worked on shai·es by others. The acres in the farm 
were obtained by adding the acres owned and acres rented from or 
worked on shares by others, and subtracting the acres routed to or 
worked on shares by others. In case of a managed farm the person 
in charge was asked the total acreage managed for his employer. 
From this total managed acreage was subtracted any of the acre
age which was rented to or cropped by others. For 1950, the 
figures for land owned, land rented from others, and land managed 
by farm operators include land rented to others by farm operators. 

In earlier censuses, the onumet'.ator was instructed to include all 
land rented from others and to exclude all land rented to others. 
He recorded only that portion of the acreage owned and the acreage 
rented from others which was retained by the farm operat,or. 
'Thus, the land included in each farm was essentially the same as 
that included in the 1950 Census. 

Land owned.-Land owned includes all land which the operator 
or his wife, 01· both, hold under title, purchase contract, homestead 
law, or as one of the heirs, or as a trustee of an undivided estate. 

Land rented from others.-Land rented from others includes 
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land worked on shares for otliers, and land used rent free, as well as 
all land rented or leased under other arrangements. Grazing land 
used under government permit was not included. 

Land rented to others . .,--Mauy form opera,tors rent land to 
others. For the most part, this land rented to others represent;s 
agricultural lands but it also includes tracts rented for residential 
or other purposes. When land is leased, rented, or cropped on 
shares, the tenant or cropper is considered the farm operator even 
though his landlord may exercise supervision over his operations. 
The landlord is considered as operating only that portion of the 
land not assigned to tenants or croppers. 

Land area.-The approximate land area reported for 1950 for 
States and counties is, in general, the same as that reported for the 
1945 and 1940 Censuses. Changes since 1()40 represent changes in 
boundary, actual changes in land area due to the construction of 
reservoirs, etc, The figures for 19i!Q represent a complete re-meas
urement of the United States and therefore rnav be at variance 
with the figures shown for earlier censuses. ' 

Land in farms.-The acreage designated "laud in farms" 
includes considerable areas of land not actually under cultivation 
and some Janel not used for pasture or grazing. All woodland and 
wasteland owned by farm operators, or included in tracts rented 
from others, is included as land in farms unless such land was 
held for other than agricultural purposes, or unless the acreage of 
such land held by a farm operator was unusually large. If the 
total acreage of land owned, rented, or managed by a farm operator 
was 1,000 or more (5,000 or more in the Wost.cm St,atm;) 1tncl 
less than 10 percent of the total was used for crops, or for pasture 
or grazing, or was rented to others, any woodland not grazed and 
any wasteland, in excess of the acreage used for agricultural 
pmposcs, were excluded from the farm area. 

Except for opi:m range and grazing lands m;ed uncler government 
permit, all grazing land. wm; to be includccl as land in fa rim;. 
Land used rent free was to be included with land ronted from 
others. Grazing lands operated by grazing associatiorn1 were to 
be retumed in the name of the manager in charge. All land in 
Indian reservations used for growing crops, or grazing livestock, 
was to be included. Land in Indian reservations 1101; reported 
by individual Indians or not. rented to non-Indians wafl to be 
reported in the name of tho cooperative group 1rni11g the Janel. 
Thus, in some instances the entire roservatiou waR reported as 
one farm. 

Land in farms according to use,-L1tnd in forms wns el11ssilicrl 
according to how it was used in 1941). Those classes of land aro 
mutually exclusive, i. e., each acre of laud wa1:1 includocl only 
once cvon though it may have had more than one use iu 104!), 

'l'he classes are as follows: 
Cropland harvested.-This includes land from which crops 

were harvested; land from which hay (including wild hay) was 
cut; and land in small fruits, orcharchi, vineyarciR, nui·sorius, 
and greenhouses. Land from which two or more crops ·wore 
reported as harvested was to be counted only ouco. 

The reported figure was checked for each farm by adding 
the acreages of the individual crops reported and snbtraeting 
the acres of land from which two crops were harvrn:rted. 

Cropland used only for pasture.-In the 1950 Census the 
enumcrat.ol''s inst.ructiom; st;atccl that; rotation past.urc~ and 
all other cropland that waH used only for pasture were to be 
included under thiR item. No further defi11ition of cropla11rl 
past.ured was given the farm operator or Census enumera·tor. 
Permanent open pasture may therefore have boon included 
under this item or under "Other paAtnrc" depending on whether 
the enumerator or farm operator considered it as cropland or 
other land. 

The figureH for 1!)45 and earlier censuses are not entirely 
comparable with those for 1!)50. In 1945, the figures include 
onlv cropland used solely for pasture in Hl'i'l that had been 
plowed within the preceding seven years. The figures for this 
item for the Censuses of 1040, 1935, and 1025 are more nearly 
comparable with those for the Census of 1950, as they include 

land paHt.ured which oould have been plowed and nsed for 
cropH withont additional clearing, draining, or irrigating, 

Cropland not harvested and not pastured.-This item includes 
idl3 cropland, land in soil-improvmnont cropH only, land on 
which all crops failed, lnnd tieeded to crops for harvest after 
1940, and cultivated Hurnnwr fallow .. 

In the West.urn StatcH, cropland not harvested and not 
pastured has . boon imbdividecl to show cultivated summer 
fallow separately. 

Cultivated summer fallow.-Cultivated summer fallow in
cludes cropland which was plowed and cultivated but loft 
tmRcoded for several months to control weeds and conserve 
moisture. No laud from which crops were harvested during 
Hl4\J was to be included under thiH item. 

'Other cropland.-This irrnludos idle cropland, lnnd in soil
improvemeni; crops only, land on which all crops failed, and 
land Rccdod to cropR for harvest aftoT l\Mll. 

Woodland pastured,-Thh1 iuclndes all woodland that was 
used for pasture or grazing in l!J4\l, No definition of woodland 
was given in 1.\J50 to either farm operators or Census enumeratorR 
exeept; an in~tructiou to enumerators not, to include brush pas
ture a;; woodland. Some of the changes from pne census to 
another may merely ropresont differences in interpretation of the 
meaning of woodland. 

Woodland not pastured.-This includes all woodland which 
was not used for pasture or grazing in HMO, Unusmilly large 
t,ract.H of timbor lancl reported a:; woodland not pastured were 
oxclurled from the talrnlatiomi of land in farm:; when it; was 
evident that such land waR hold primarily for nonagricultural 
purposes. 

Other pasture (not cropland and not woodland) .-This in
cludes rough and brush land past.med and any other laud 
pastured which the respourlont did not conHicler aH oi(;l10r wooc·l
land or cropland. For the l \)~,5 Ce11sus thiH item is more inclu
idve than for Hl50 becmuie all Honwoodlarnl pMtu1·e not plowed 
within the prec1ecli11g 7 yearK was incluclcd. Ji'm the 11!40 
Cernms and earlier yoars tho figures are more mmrly com parnble 
with thoim for l\)fl(), oxcopL tlrnt tho item may be Homowhat; Jess 
lnc111sive as laud whir.h eoulcl have been plowed and m;ed for 
cropH without. Ltdcli Uo1ml clearing, draining, or irrigat,ing was 
claHHified as plowablcr paHturn (Rhown M crop!Lind mmd only for 
pasture in tho tnllloH). 

Other le,nd (house lots, wasteland, etc.)-This item includes 
11ll lw111m lof,H, lnwn lot.H, la1wR, roach;, c\it,cltrn:1, and wnHteland. It 
includeH 11ll lnncl whinh does not belong u11clm· any of tho ot.hor 
lami-mic claswH, 

In aclditfon to the complot.o claHHifica(;ion of land in farms 
according to URll, the tables alHo preHont; cliita for three broader or 
Hummary elaHsifications. 

Figureti arc l:\hown for tho following 11ummary claHsificatiom;: 
Cropland, total.--'l'his inolucfos cropland barvostocl, eropland 

micd only for JlaRture, m1cl cropland not harvmited and not 
pastured. 

Pasture, total.-'l'his ineludcs cropfand used only for pasture, 
woodland paH!;urod, and ot;hor pasture (not cropland and not 
woodland). 

Woodland, total.-This includes woodland pastmed and 
woodland not past;ured, 

Value of land and buildings,-The value to bo repoi•tod was the 
approximate amount; for which the land and the buildings on it 
would sell. ThiA item waR obtained for only a sample of Lhe farms; 
however, ·t;he value was not. reported for all the farms cornprisiug 
the sample. Only the avomge value per farm aud the average per 
acre for Urn farms reporting are given. Tho proportion of the 
farms and the proportion of the land in farms for Which values 
wore reported, provide an indication of the incompleteness of the 
reporting of this it;em. These proportions were obt;ained by 
dividing the estimate of farms and of land in far1m1, for which 
values would have been reported in a complete enumeration, by 
the total count of farms and land iu farms, respectively, as obtained 
in the tabulation of all farms, Percentages .of approximately 100 
percent. indicate that ihe valne of land and buildings was reported 
for all or nearly all the farms whiph were included in the sample. 
In case the proportion of farms or the proportion of land in farms 
is less than 100 percent, reference should be made to the statement 
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of reliability of the sample estimate to determine whether this devi
ation is the result of the sampling procedure or of underreporting. 

Age of operator.-I<arm operators were classified by age into 
six age groups. The average age of farm operators was calculated 
by dividing the total of the· ages of all farm operators reporting 
age by the number of fl)rm operators reporting. 

Residence of farm operator.-Farm opemtors were classified by 
residence on the basis of ;vhether or not they li.ved on the farm 
operated. Some of thoso not living on the farm operated lived 
on other farms. \Vhen a farm' operator rented land from others, 
or worked land on shares for others, and was permitted the use of 
a dwelling as part of the rental arrangement, the enumerator's 
instructions were to consider the dwelling a purt of the farm oper
at:ed. The dwelling assignod migllt be on a tract other than that 
assigned for crops. Since :,;ome farm operators live on their farms 
only a portion of the year, com11ambility of the figures for various 
censuses may be influenced to some extent by the date of the 
enumeration. In a few cmms the enumerator failed to indicate the 
residence of the farm operator. Differences in tho figures for total 
farms and t,110sc for operators by residence represent, under" 
enumeration of this it;om. 

Years on present fa.rm (year began operation ofpresentfarm).
The data on years on present farm and year began operation of 
present farm wcro :rncurecl 011 the baHi8 of the inquiry, "When did 
yon begin to operate this place?---------- ----------·" The 

(Mouth) (Year) 

time of year that fnrmerH move iR shown by a breakdown of the 
data for thmie farm oporatorH who began to operate their present 
farms within a yc1w of t.lto cc11R11H date by tlw mouth they began 
to opel'atll their fanrni. The t!1bnlation of year:; on 1)rcsent farm 
al; each census is b1ised on tho calondar year tho operator began 
operating his farm. BccaUFIO of dilforencos in the date for various 
censuses the figures are not entirely comparable from one census 
to another. 

Off.farm work and other inoome.-Many form operators receive 
a part· of their income from sources other than their farms. The 
l\l5Q AgriC\11!.me questionnaire included several inquiries relating 
to work off the fa.rm and nonfarm income. These inquiries called 
for work off the farm by t.he form operator; work off the farm by 
other menilxn·s of the operator's family; and income from other 
Homccii, such aH Hale of producl:R from land rented out., cash rent, 
boarderll, old ago aHt-ih1tanco, pcmsio11s, veterans' allowances; unem
ployment compenHation, interest, and holp from other memb(~rs of 
the operator's family. Another inq11iry asked whether tl"ie inclome 
from off-farm work and other som·ces was greater than the total 
value of all agricultural products imlcl from tho farm in 194!). Off
farm work iuclndes work ali nonfarm jobs, businesses, or profes
Hions, whet.her pel'formod on the farm promises or elsewhere; also 
work on someone else's farm for pay or wages. Exchange work 
was not: to be included. 

Tho pmposes of those four inquiries wore (1) to obtain infor
mation iu regard to the ex(:ent that farm operntorR performed off
farm work and their dependence on other income, and (2) to pro
vide a biisiH for the claAsification of farms by economic class (See 
Farms by economic class, p. xix). 'l'he intent of the inquiry in 
regard to whether or not a member of the family had a nonfarm 
job, and the inquiry rogardiug income of ·!;he farm operator from 
nonfarm sources was to obtain more· accurate replies to the inquiry 
regarding the relationship of the income from off-farm work and 
other som·ces to the total value of all agricultural products sold. 

Specified facilitiea.--The 1950 Agricnltnrc Questionnaire con
tained inquiries regarding telephones, electricity, electric water 
pumps, electric hot water heaters, home freezers, and electric 
washing machines. Tl1ese it1quiries wel'e asked for only a sample 
of the farms. 

In 1950 tl'le inquiries for electric facilities read, "Do you have 
-----?" followed by each of the specified electric facilities 

and equipment. The electric water pump was to include any on 
the place whether used for the home, for irrigation, for watering 
livestock, or for other purposes. 

Speoifted equipment on farms.-In the 1950 Census the infor
mation on farm equipment was obtained for only a sample of farms. 
Wheel tractors wero to include home-made tractors but were not 
to include implements with built-in power units such as self-pro
pelled combines, powered buck rakes, etc. In roporting motor
trucks and automobiles, "pick-ups" and truck-trailer combinations 
were to be reported as trucks. School buses were not to be re
ported, and jeeps and station wagons were to be included as 
motortrucks or automobiles, depending on whether they were 
used for hauling or as passenger vehicles. 

For fai·ms with motortrucks, tractors, and automobiles, data 
were also secured on the year of model of the newest motortruck, 
tra~tor, and automobile, respectively. For tractors, the figures for 
year of newest model are limited to wheel tractors (tractorH other 
than garden or crawler). The inquiry for wheel tractors citlled 
for reporting "HM" for homo-made tractors in lieu of tho year of 
model of the newest wheel tractor. The count of home-made 
tractors on farms represents the minimum number of home-made 
tractors since a home-made tractor representing a HCCOIHl, third, 
etc., tractor on the fa.rm \Yould not be included. For farmH 
with two or more motortrucks, wheel tractors, and automohiloR, 
respectively, it iR uot possible to clasflify the second, third, etc., 
motortruck, tractor, or automobile since the inquiry was limited 
to tho year of model of tho newest unit. 

For 1950 and 1940, no estimate of tlie year .of model of the new
est motortruck; tractor, and automobile was made if this item waA 
not reported; fo1· 1945, the faTms not t•eporting tl1e year of noweHt 
model were distributed in accordance with the year of model for 
vehicles for which the year of model was reported. For 1040, the 
figures on year of newest model for tractors are for all typos of 
tractors. 

Classification of farms by class of work power.-Farms have 
been grouped by class of :work power on the basis of whether horse!'!, 
mules, or tractors were reported. This classification docs not 
present an entirely accurate picture of .the work power used on all 
farms. For some farms, all the work power may be furniAhed by 
the landlord and for some farms a\l the work power may be hired. 
Tlrns, farms hiring all of the work power from others and thor;e 
having it furnished are shown as having no work power. 

Farm labor.-'.l'he farm labor inquiries for 1950 called for the 
number of persons doing farm work or chores on the place during 
the calendar week !>receding the enumeration. Inasmuch as the 
e:numoration occurred over a period of several weeks, the calendar 
week preceding the enumeration is not the same for all farms. 
(Farms classified by period of enumeration are shown in State 
'.l'able 6. The average elate of enumeration is shown by countieH 
in County Table 4.) 

Farm work was to include any work, chores, or planning neccs
:mry to the operation of the farm or ranch business. Hmrnework 
and contract construction work wore not to be included. 

Separate figures were obtained for operators working, unpaid 
members of the operator's family worklng, and hired persons work
ing. Operat01·s were considered a.s working if they worked 1 or 
more hours, unpaid members of the operator's family if they 
worked 15 or more hours, and hired persons if they worked any 
time .during the week preceding the enumeration. The inquiries 
and the instructions did not contain any specifications regarding 
the age of the persons to be reported. 

The data shown for 1945, 1940, and 1935 on numbers of workers 
on farms are not fully comparable, primarily because of differences 
in the period to which such data relate. For foe 1945 and 1935 
Censuses, the numbers of farm workers are for the first week in 
January. The data for 1940 relate to the last week in March. 
In 1945. 1940, and 1935 only persons working the equivalent of two 



INTRODUCTION xv 
or more days during the specified week were to be included. In 
1045 and l!HO, only workers 14 years old and over were to be 
included. In 11)35, as in 1950, there was no age limit. In 1940 
and in Hl3.5, no instructions we1:e issued to include farm chores as 
farm labor. 

Regular and seasonal workers.-Hirecl persons working on the 
farm during the week preceding tho enumeration were classed as 
"regular" workers if the period of expected employment was 150 
days or more during the year, and as "seasonal" workers if the 
period of expected employment was less than 150 days. If the 
period of expected employment was not reported, the period of 
employment was estimated after taking into account such items as 
the method of payment, wage rates, perquisites, expenditures for 
labor in l!l49, and the type and other characterhitics of the farm. 

Hired workers by basis of payment.-Hired persons working on 
the farm tho week preceding the enunioration were also cla1>Kified 
according to the basis of payment. 

The questionnaire called for the 11umbcrs of hired workerR paid 
on a monthly basis, on a weekJy·basis, on a daily basis, on au hourly 
basis, and on a piecework bash-1. Figures for hired workerll for 
whom the basis of payment. was not reported arc shown separately. 

Wage rates and hours worked.-The rate of pay and the honrR 
that workers were expected to work to earn this pa.y wore asked for 
each class of workor except those working on a piecework basis. 
The average hours worked and the average wage rates represent 
per worker averages obtained for farms reporting both wage rates 
arid hours worked. 

Perquisites furnished hired workers.-Farm operators wore 
asked to report what items other than cash wages were received hy 
the workers for each basis of paynwnt by indicating one or more of 
the following: (1) homm, (2) board and room, (3) other, and 
(4) none. If a farm harl 2 or more hired workers with the stLme 
basis of cash payment, no provision was made for .reporting 
~eparately thoRe receiving different perqni1iitcs. 

House furnished.-:Farms reporting workers furuishod 
"house" include those which also report "board and room" or 
"other" in addition to reporting "house" furnished. 

Board and room furnished.-Farms reporting workers fur
niHhed "board and room" include thoso reporting "board arnl 
room" and those reporting "board and room" n.ud "otJ10r." 
They do not include farmH reporting "board and room" and 
"house." 

"Other" furnished.-Farms reporting workers fmnishecl 
"at.her" t.han boi1rd and room or hoUHll include only those rciport
ing "other." TlH>He reporting "hoard and room" or "hom;e" 
aro not included. 

No perquisites furnished.-Farms reporting workers fur
nislwcl no 11orquisitos inclmfo ouly those farmR with a report of 
"none." This count does not include farms furniRhing percp1i
sit.eH to some workers in a part.iculnr claHs and no perquisit;es to 
ot;hers; nor docs it. include farms for which tile inquiry was not 
answered. 

Speoifled farm expenditures.-Data on farm expenditures were 
obtained only for selected items. For tenant-operated farms the 
expenditureH were to include those made by the landlord as well as 
those made by t.ho tenant;. However, in laudlord-t,enant tireas 
(whore the Laacllord-Tennnt Operations Questionnaire was used) 
all tho specified oxpenclitmes made by the landlord were some
timeH reported on the agriculture questionnaire filled for the 
home farm, i. e., the land retained by the landlord and not reported 
on the qtrnstionnairel'l filler! for the tenants. In such instaneos no 
attempt was made to prorate t.ho oxpencut.ures. Therefore, in the 
prnsou!;ation of data by various dassifications of farms, the expend
itnreH shown for a part.icular group of farmB may not always be 
related to the agricultural operations Hhown for those farms. 

Expenditures for machine hire were to include auy labor included 
in Lhe cost of such machine hire. Machine hire refers to custom 
machine work such 11s tractor hire, thrmihiug, combining, silo 
filling, bu.ling, ginning, plowing, and Hpraying. If part of the farm 

product was given aR pay for machine hire, the value of the product.s 
Lraded for this service was to be included iu the amount of expcudi
tmm1 reported. The cost of trucking, freight, and expres:; was not 
to be included. 

In reporting the amount speut; for hired labor only cash 
payments were to be included. I~xpenditures for housework and 
contract. construction work were not t.o be inoluclecl. 

Expenditures for feed were to include the expenditures for 
pasture, salt., condimont;H, concontratm;, and mineral· HllpplemcmtH, 
as well as for grain, hay; and millfeeds. ExpcmditureH for grinding 
and mixing feeds were nlRo to be included. 1£xpcndiL11ref\ m11do by 
a tenant to his landlord for feed grown 011 t!te land rented by tho 
tenant were not. t.o bH included. 

l<Jxpendi'Lnres for pmchaRe of livmrt.ock. and poultry wo1·0 to 
include mnouuts spmit for purchase of baby chicks, pou!tR, 
chickeuR, turkeys, domestic rabbits, fur-bearing animalH kept in 
captivity, 11nd beeR, ns well as Urn amount ;ipout fOl' horses, muleR, 
cattle, hogR, sheep, oxen, aud goat.s. 

Expendit,uros for gasoline and ot.lrnr pet.ruloum fuol am! oil were 
to iucl ude only tlHJHe used for the farm bnHin<lHH. Pnt.,roloum 
products trncd for plcmmrc, or used cxeln:;ivcly in tho farm homo 
fm· heai;iug, cooking, and lighting, were not. to be included. 

Expendit.uroEI for soeclH, bulbs, plautH, aud trees were to include 
only tho cash outlay. 

Exponditnrmi for tractor ropnirR and for other farm machinery 
repairs wero to inclmle 1;110 amouui; spent, for repairing (both labor 
imd parts) and t,ho amount spcmt for repair parLH and oUrnr i·cplace
mm1t. JllLrt.s. Expenditurm; for tires, tubes, plow1:1hares, black
Hmit,hiug, and the like were to be i11cl11ded. Expcmditurm1 for 
motort;rnck nud automubiln repair1:1 were not, to ho included. 

Farm mortgages.-Dnta on form mortgages arci presontod in 
Volume II, General Report. '.l'hiH i11fornmt.io11 is not; inclll(\od in 
thiR report. 

Farm taxes,--The 1050 {lt1eHtio111miru l\m1t1iiued two i11q11irit1H 
011 farm taxoH as follow!\: 

"What. waR t.he total amotmt; of property taxeH pai<I (or payable) 
iu 1 !J.10 ou all property ownerl l'ly yon'l ____ $ ______ _ 
O None requirocl. . (Dollurs only) 

(Inclucle only taxes on mal cii;t.t1te am\ pm·H<mal property. Do t.ut 
include taxes for clrai1111go cliHt.rietH.) 

(it) Of thiH total, what wafl t.Irn nmo1mt; of t.axoH on the laud and 
lmilcling~? ________ .. _ ... _ .... _ $ D Not Hhown 
separntely on tax bill." (Dull111·s only) • 

Thh; information was ohtainccl only for owner1:1 who were operating 
farmH. 

Cash rent,-The iuforn111tiu11 m1 oash rent rollth1s to tenants ancl 
to t.hmm part owners who reported t.hat. they paid cash as rent for 
tho portion of their farm routed and reported no other r<mtal 
arrangement,' The information was tabulated only when both 
value of land and buildings and the amount of cash rent were 
reported. 

IRRIGATION 

Irrigated Janel iR that: to which water is applier\ by artificial 
means for agricultural purposes. Data for total acreage irrigated 
and for acreage irrigated by sprinklers arc shown for all States. 
In sprinkler irrigation the water is sprnyecl from stationary or 
revolving sprinklcr::i or pipes either overhear! or on the surface 
of the ground. 

Additional data on irrigat.ion wei·o obtained for Arizona, Arkan
sas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kausas, LouiRiana, 
Montana, Nebrnska, Nevada1 New Mexico, North Dakota, Okla
homa, Oregon, South Dakota, Teirns, Utah, Washington, and 
Wyoming. 

Statistics on Lhe irrigation works which suppliod irrigation water 
were collected in tho Census of Irrign.t.ion and arc publiHhed in 
Volmne III, Irrigation of Agricultural Lands. This volume also 
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contains some additional diitn °11 irrign.tion which were collected 
in t.110 1 ll50 Oensm; of Agricmlt me. 

Irrigated farms.-Irrigttfod fnm.iH 1.Lrt~ fnrrns reporting any land 
irrigated in Hl•HJ. D1itn 011 la11d 111 1rr1gn.ted farms, and land in 
irrigated farms according to u:-:o i lll!h t(IP the en tire acreage of laud 
in these farms, whether irrig1itecl or nut.. 

Land in farms irl'igated.--Ltmcl in f1lr1ns irrigated relates only 
to that part of the land in irrii.1tit1!d fanrnoi to ·which water was ap
plied in 1\HO. Tlmt, part. of t.Jw land whioh was irrigated by sprin
klers is shown sl.'lparat.ely. 

Irrigated land in farms according to use.-Thc classific1ition of 
irrigated laud in f11rmH actHmling lo lli->t~ in l H40 accounts for all the 
irrigated Janel in f11rmH, i.e., tlw l'llllll llf snvorn.l uses equals the total 
irrigated acreago. Thn ~ul>claKiit!H of in·igated pastme arc not 
entirely compara!Jlo wit:h tlll1 :iulwltLKHnl'! of all pasture iii farms. 

Irrigated cropland harvested l'l'fH'l•se11 ls thn t part of the crop
land harvested to which witior wns IL)lpliecl in 1949. Statistics for 
individual cropH whilih wure wholly irrigat.ml in the 20 Western 
State~ are shown in Ctnm1.y Tttblt• lin, If only a part of the acre
age in a givon crop on a p11rUe11h1r frmn wn.1-:1 irrigated, the informa
tion for such acreage iK not. int•lrn!Pd in t.hn.t, table. In most of the 
States, the acreap;e in t.!1mm pnrt.ly irrip;nt.ed crops represents only 
a small proportion of tho tot1il i1m·1~ap;n of irrigated crops. 

Irrigated pasture is t1mt pnrlion 1ir the totn.l land pastured to 
which water was applk1cl in l !HO. 

Irrigated wild grass pasture iH irrip;ntrn l past urc consisting prc
domi1111111.ly of original Ht111Hh; of gl'!IHSPH lHLtive to the locality or 
rc-cstahli~ho<I HtmidH of H\Wh p;l'HHKt•s. 1V1uoh of the inigatcd wild 
grass pm;tnre is im~lndotl in other p11.sture (not cropland and not 
woodland). 

Irriga.ted tame grass pasture iH irl'ip;rLtml pasture consisting pre
domin1t11tly of gmHHl'H Hot 1111.tin! 01· wilcl in the locality and of 
alfalfa ancl clovm·H. !II1wh of tlw il'l'ip;1ill~cl tn1ne grass pasture was 
classed by form oporntorH trn cropland used only for pasture. 

L1Vl!$'l'OCK 

The qncst.ionnaire Ul:lrnl for t.hn 1 mm t~m.rnus of Agriculture pro
vided for 1111 inventory of nil t.lw important kinds of animals and 
poultry on f1LrlllH al\(l rtwcht!H. 'li:x<~l!lJL for :-iheep and goats and 
t.lrn unit. nf 11tottH\ll'O for milk 1.;old, t.ho inquiries on livestock were 
unifOrlll for all Stat.ei-1. 'l'hn q1wstfo11nn.h•t1 called for the numbe1 
of tlw val'iu11K kindH of nni11mlH arnl 1>onlt ry on the farm as of April 
1, 1\l50. Emmwrntors 11nd l'arnwrH wtn·n hu;tructcd to report live
stock bolo11ging to Uw fttrmH nut! m110hel'l but; grazing in national 
foreHtH, gmziug cli:;t.ridH, or on OJJl!ll 1·1i11p;o. Livestock were to be 
cnumoratccl on t.ho form or m1wh rn1 wliilll1 they were located on 
April 1, rogarclleKH of ow1wr;;ltip. IlownvCJr, it is known that to 
some degreo the 1rnmlmr or livt·~tock or poult,ry reported on a farm 
or ranch dcpm1clti upon t.1111 dttl.t! Uu1 11110Ht.iounaire is filled rather 
than t.he unmhor on t.Jrn form or rn1wh nt. t.he date specified by the 
qt1cHtio1maii·n. Thi•: chm·1wll!l'i~tfo in I lie reporting of livestock 
and poultry nnmhm·i:; l11tH no Hip;11ific11111. influence on county and 
State tot.ah; unlc~H t.lrn 0111m1m·1itfon nxtnuch1 over a considerable 
period of time. Iu order \.o aH~h;t.1.lw mmr in appraising the clnta 
on livestock nurnbor:; Urn avemgP cltLt<~ of enu1neration for each 
couut.y Is given in Countv To.hie •l. 

'l'lrn last HCVOll CllllH\lH!)~ of ttp;!'it!Ul!.Ul'tl beginning wnh HJ20 have 
been talrnn oil.her nH of April 1 or .Tnu111u·y 1. The censuses taken 
in tho yemH ending in "0" httvo IH\t!ll 1.1ikm1 as of April 1, except the 
1\l20 CenHnH which wa1:1 t:alwn Mor .hrnuury 1, while the censuses 
taken in the ycarH ending iu "5" htwe heen to.ken as of January 1. 
Au enumeration maclu in Apdl rt~imlt.fl in inventory totals that 
differ conHiclerably from tho tot.1ils of an onumeration made in 
January. In most aroaH a ltup;e numhlH' of aniinals arc horn be
tween January au<! April. On llw ot.lwr hand, a considerable num
ber of older aninmh; arc Hold m· 1\in dnring the 3-month period, 
January to April. Them too, Jn the rimge States, sheep and cattle 
are moved, With the change in HC'!\8011 lLUd grazing Condition, from 
one locality and couuty to auot.lwr for grazing. 'l'his movement 

may affect the comparability of data for counties and in some 
eases for States. Comparability of the data on the number of live
stock and poultry has also been affected by changes in age grouping 
and questionnaire inquiries from census to census. State Table 
11 presents a description of the different age, sex, and other group~l 
of livestock and poultry for each census from 1920 to 1950. 

Milk cows; cows milked; milk production.-Dnta on number of 
milk cows, number of cows milked, and milk production relate to 
the day preceding the enumeration. 

Questionnaires in 2() States, chiefly Western ancl Mitlwestcm, 
providcq 3 alternative units of measure for enumerators and re
spondents for reporting whole milk sales, as follows: (1) pounds of 
milk, (2) pounds of butterfat, and (3) gallons of milk. In the other 
States, sales of milk on the basis of butterfat were considered rela
tively unimportant and the unit of measure, pounds of' butterfat, 
was omitted from the questionnaire. However, in each State, the 
reports on whole milk sold have been converted into a common unit 
of measure for publication.· Pounds of butterfat have been con
verted into gallons or pounds of whole milk on the basis of the 
average butterfat content of whole milk as shown by data furnished 
by the Bureau of Agricultmal Economics of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

Sows and gilts farrowing,-The 1950 Questionnaire carried two 
inquiries on sows for spdng farrowing, as fol1ows: (l) "llow many 
sows and gilts have farrowed since December 1, last year'/" and (2) 
"How many sows and gilts are expected to farrow between now and 
.June i, this year?" In the county and State economic urea tables 
the replies to the two questions were combined, showing a tot.al for 
sows for spring fanowing. In the State tables, the replies to each 
of the two ques1;ions, as well as a combined figure, are shown. 

Sheep and la.robs and wool.-In Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming separate 
questions were asked in the 1950 Census to determine tho number 
of (a) yearling ewes and (IJ) older ewes. In other States, only 
total numbers of ewes born before October 1, 1940, were obtained. 

The enumeration of sheep in the range States cout.inucs to 
present special problems, necessitating a high degree of coopera
tion between enumerators and the owners and operators of tran
sient bands. In some counties, transfers to spring· rm1ges occur
ring before the enumeration may produce considerably different 
totals from those t.hat would have been obtained if the census had 
been taken as• of January l. On the 1D50 QucHt.iounaire, tho 
questions on number of sheep shorn and wool production in Hl11\l 
were separated from the questions on sheep on hand in order to 
obtain more consideration for cases whcro sheep were Hhorn in 1040 
but uone were on hand on the census date. In TcxaH and Cali
fornia, the question relating to pounds of wool shorn in lDMl Hpccif
ically called for both spring and fall shearings. The wool value 
obtained was an enumerated value of all the wool shol'!l in 10·19, 
whether or not sold at the date of enumeration. 

Goats a.nd mohair.-In Arizona, Californill, Missouri, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Texas, and Utah special questions were provided on goats 
and mohair, These questions called for tho number of all goats, 
Angora goats, and other goats separately, the number of goat1:1 
clipped in 1949, pounds of mohair clipped, and value of tho goats 
and goat milk sold, and mohair clipped in 1\Jt10. In all other 
States, the number of farms reporting goats on hand or goats kept 
the previous year was obtained and the value of goats and goat 
milk sold and mohair clipped was reported in combination with 
the value of rabbits, fur animals, and pelts sold in 1940. 

Bees and honey,-The 1950 Census called for the nmnber of 
hives owned by the farm operator in 1049, pounds of honey 
produl.led in 194H by these bees, and the value of the 1049 crop 
of honey and wax sold or to be sold, and bees sold. No restric
t.ions were placed on the ·1ocation of the bees owned in 1949. 

Value of livestock on farms.-Thc values for 1950 shown in 
State Table 11 and County Table 4 were seemed by multiplying 
the number of each class of liveatock or poultry on hand for a 
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county, by the county-unit price. These county-unit prices were 
obtained cooperatively by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, and the Bmcau of the Census. 
The data were obtained from farmers and dealers. The average 
prices were computed for groups of counties comprising a price
rcporting district and the same average price was used for com
puting the value of livestock and poultry for each county com
prising a given price-reporting diRtrict, 

Livestock products.-The inquiries regarding livestock produc
tion relate to the calendar year 1949, and those for sales of live
stock products relate to the production in 1949. 

CROPS 

Crops harvested.-The agriculture questionnaire was so organ
ized that it was possible to list the acreage and quantity harvested 
for every Clop that was grown on the farm. In order to facilitate 
the enumeration, the inquiries regarding crops were varied by 
States or by groups of States. If a separate question was not 
carried for a particular crop, that crop could always be reported 
under one of several "all other" questions. The use of a different 
questionnaire for each State or group of States made it possible to 
list many of the important crops for the State and also to use the 
unit of measure that waR commonly used in the State. 

The acreage given for the several crops represents the area har
vested for the crop year l!J4\l except that the acreage for land in fruit. 
01•chards, vineyards, and planted nut trees represents the land in bear
ing and non bearing trees and vines 011 the census date. The acreage 
harvested for the various crops is often considerably less than the 
acreage planted. The acreage harvested represents the are1t har
vested in a part.icnlar manner, which may have been difreront 
from that intended at the time of the planting of the crop. For 
example, soybeans may have been planted for beaus but may have 
been actually cut for hay. The figures for quantity harvested 
represent tho amount actually harvested during tho 1 \l40 crop 
year, except for. citrus fruits. In Florida, Louisiana, and Texas 
the quantity of uitrus fruit harvested relates to the l!JtHl-50 har
vest from the bloom of Hl40. In California and Arizona, the pro
duction relates to the 11)48-49 harvest from the bloom of lll·18. 

The unit of measure used for reporting the quantity harvested 
for some crops has val'ied uot only from State to State but from 
census to census. In the State and county tables the figures on 
quantity harvested for each crop arc shown in the unit of measure 
appearing on tho lll50 Questionnaire. 'l'his often required that 
the figures for earlier years be converted into different units from 
those published for those years. Converf'ions have been made by 
using the weights in current use. 

Corn,-Inquirios regarding corn acreage and quantity lrnrvestecl 
were uniform for all States except California. However, as in 
former censuses, some farmerR in certain sections had a tendency 
to report the quantity of corn harvested in terms of baskets of ear 
corn, barrels, or some unit other than bushels of corn on a shelled 
basis. Such reports, when detoctod, were corrected to the equiv
alent bushels of 70 pounds of ear corn or 56 pounds of shelled corn. 
It was uot possible to make the corrections in all eases; therefore, 
in counties where the quantity harvested is sometimes reported 
in barrels, it is possible that the quantity harvested for grain may 
be somewhat unclerKtatcd and in C<:>tmties where the quantity har
vested is oft.en report.eel in baskets of ear corn, the quantity har:
vested may be overstated. 

Annual legumes,-Acro11go and quantity harvested for the most 
important uses of soybeans, cowpeas, and peanuts, as well as the 
total acreage grown for all purposes, were obtained in the 1950 
Census in States ·where these crops are grown extensively. The 
total acreage grown for all purposes includes some acreage not 
harvested as the acreage plowed under for green manure was 
included. Also, in certain St.ates separate figures were obtained 
for the acres grown alone and the acres grown with other crops. 
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A separate inquiry regarding the acreage and quantity of cowpeas 
harvested for green peas was made in North Carolina,· South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis1:dppi, Louisiana, 
and Texas. In these States cowpeas harvested for green peas 
are shown with cowpeas harvested for other purposes. In other 
States, the acres and value of sales of cowpcas harvested for 
green peas arc shown with veget11bles harvested for sale. 

Hay crops.-The questionnaire containod an inquiry rogarding 
the total acres of land from which hay was cut in lll4!J. Sorghum, 
soybean, cowpea, and peanut hays were exelndecl from this total 
as separate questions were provided in those States where these 
hays are important.. Alfalfa hay totals include any cuttings which 
were dehydrated. The tonnage of hay for dehydration (as well 
as that for other hays) is given on a dry-weight basis. 

Enumerators and farmers were iustructed to report the total 
quant,ity harvested from all cuttings, but to report only ouce the 
acres of land from which more than one cutting was made. The 
questi<,mnaire contained instructions to report mixed hay under 
the kind of hay that made up the largest 'part of the mixture. 
The kinds of hay to be reported under "Other hay" varied from 
State to State, and can llc determined by referring to the copy of 
the questionnaire included in the appendix. 

In some cases the sum of the acres of individual hays· does not 
equal the total acres of land from which hay was cut. '.l'here are 
two explanations for these differencmi. In processing the ques
tionnaires, no correction was made if tlrn dilforonce between the 
detail and tho total acre1:1 was minor. Another factor which may 
account for an excoss of the detail over the total is that more 
than one kind of hay might have been out from the same acreage. 

Clover seed, alfalfa, grass, and other field seed crops.-Tho 
lll50 Questionnaire contained separate inquiries for a nu1pber of 
the field seed crops and ~roviclecl a question on "other seeds" to 
obtain information for minor field seed crops in a given State. 

Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes.-The lQ/iO CtmAus inquiry for 
both Irii:;h and sweet pot!ttoes called for acres harvmited, quantity 
harvested, and the value of the amount sold. Notrn-1 011 the ques
tionnaire and im1tructiont1 to enurnoratorH, however, specified 
thai; it was not neccsHary to report; the area harvested if less than 
15 bushels (or 10 bags in specified St.ate~) of Irish potatoes or 15 
bushels (or 1,000 pounds in specified States) of swcetpotatocs 
were lrnrveHted. 'l'his method of reporting was Ul:led in orclor to 
facilitate the cnumaration of potatoes grown in a small plot for 
home use. BecaUR(l the acreage was not roporterl for fai·ms for 
which the quantity harvestod was less than 15 bushels, the acroago 
harvested, as reported for the 1050 Census, is not entirely compar
able with the ac1·cage roported for prior censuses, especially in 
countioff or Statrn1 where the production of potatoes is largely 
for home use. 

Berries and other small fruits.-Thc questionnaire called for 
acreage and quantity harvested in 1 \l49 for sale. Non bearing 
areas were not to be included. Separate inquiries were carried on 
the questionnaire for such berries as strawberries, blackberries and 
dewberries (tame), and raspberries (tame) in States where pro
duction of these crops was important commercially. 

Tree fruits, nuts, and gmpes.-'l'he following question was used 
for all States for enumerating the land occupied by fruit and nut; 
crops: 

How much land is in bearing and nonheariug fruit orchards, 
groves, vineyards, and planted nut trees? __ D r,css than H 

acre 
(Report tent;hs of an acre, such as %0, 1%o, etc. or 

Do nfft include berry acreage or nurseries.) Acres ___ : __ 
10 

This question differs from those used in 1045 and 19<10 as the 
errnmerator and respondent were given an opportunity to check 
the block for "Loss than ;.~ acre" when there was only u small 
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number of fruit and nut trees on the farm. This method was 
llRed to facilitate the enumeration through eliminating the problem 
of assigning fractions of an acre for small home orchards. In 
previous censuses, enumerators frequently did not report the acres 
for such orchards even though the questionnaire called for this 
information. n'ecamm of the differences in methods of enumer
at.ing tJ1e acres in small orchards, the figures on acreage of land 
in bearing and !lOll bearing fruit orchards, groves, and vineyards 
for Hl50 ure llOt fnlly comparable wi1J1 thor;e reported for prior 
C(lllHUHe8, 

'l'he quest.ions calling for the number of trees or vines not of 
bearing age, of bearing age, and tho amount harvested in 1049 
for the most, im1iortant fruit crops in each :-Hate followed imme
diafo!y after the iuqniry on laud in bcmring aucl nmibearing 
fruit. trccR, etc. In California, in addition, the questionnaire 
cullctl for the iwn•,; iu cneh irnlividnal fruit and nut crop. The 
munlrnr of troes to be re1wrted iu the ccni;uH !'(\!ates to the census 
date, while t.he qrnmtit.y harvest.ml i8 for the crop year lll-19, with 
t.lw nxcnption of cit,r1rn crop:;, In Florida, '.l't~xas, and J,onisiana 
figurei; for cit.mi-; fruit.H lu1rvestml relate to t.lw harvest; in HJ40-50 
from the bloom of HMO. In Califomia and Arizona, the figures 
for qu1mtit.k•,; of C'it.ruH fruits harvested relate to the harvest in 
10·18-·t!l f,rom t.Jw bloom of 1 048. 

The unit. of mol\Hlll"e in which the quantity of fruits, grapes, and 
out,; lrnrvestecl wn:-; to llo roported v1~ricd from State to State 
aH t.110 moHt eo11u11011ly ui:rnd unit of mcmmrn was usod in each 
Htato. The t.nb!ei.; i11 U1iH rnport; Rhow prodnct,iou in the unit 
of memmre a11poari11g on t.,110 q1wHt.iounnire. 

Nursery and greenhouse products.-The ngricmlturc q11c11tinn-
1rnire includc•rl tlu·oo i1Jq11irior; on horUcnltural-specialt,y crops. 
One of the11e callotl fur !Hll'C8 and value of Hales i11 l\).J\l of nursory 
produotH (trorn;, shrul)s, vinc111 1 oruariHmtlllH, etc.). Another asked 
for 11creH g1·own iu t.lw open, square feet under gl1rns, and value of 
s1i.lm; of 11owPrs uncl Ilowering plants grown for sale. Tht! third 
called for um·cs grown in Urn opm1 1 Rquarc foot nmlor glasH, and 
valuo of sales of vegetable:-; under glas:-1, Hower seeds, veget.alllo 
HeedH, vegetable plunt.s, lrnllJH, aud mur;hro01rn:1 grown for sale. 

A ,;pocial copH\lH of fnrnrn reporting tho sale of horticultural
!'lpocinlt;y crop:; valuecl at $1,000 or morn was made and the 1·eH11lt.s 
of t.hiH ccm1:111H are iHHt1Cd UH a i:llH!cial i:oport. 

Valne of crops harvested,-Tlw valnm1 of spocificd erops har
vt•Hie<1 r;hown in 8tnt.o '.L'ublo J 2 und County Tabler) wore ohtai11ed 
hy 11111ltiplyi11µ; tlte quantity harveHtnd for caeh crop lly co11nty-
1111it; iiricm;. Thoreforci, t.hiH valno inclndcH the value of cropR 
c<mHmncHl oil the form and erops mwd for ~med on the farm whoro 
produced tiH wnll aH t.he vnl110 of that par!; of t.ho crop which was 
Hold. The e01mty-uni1; pricmi were olitaiuoc! cooperatively by the 
Bnrcnu of Agricultnrnl lfoonomio,;, U. S. Department of Agricul
ture, nnd the Buroau of t.lrn Census. Thmm average prices were 
obtained on a sample ba:;il:l from farmm'l:l null dealers. The average 
pricoH were com1mtecl for groups of cou11tim1 representing price
roporting dir;t.l'ietH and the 1:1nme average prices were nRed for 
C!omputing tho value for every county included in a given price
r<~porl.ing di:-;trict. Iu t,Jm caHe of vegetables harvested for sale 
and nursery !l.Jl(l grconhouHo products, average prices were not 
o htiliuod bocamm of Lhe rlilTi cnlty of 1:1ecnriug a sathifactory common 
1111it. of product.ion. \Vhcu totah:1 wore obtained for the vahw of 
nil crops harvcl:lt.e<l, the value of the Halm; of vogctnblm:l, and nm·i:;ery 
and grom1hot11:\0 products wa,; u:;c<l in the abHcnce of the value of the 
qun.ntH.y harvoHtcd. Tllo valun figures given for eaeh crop in 
County 'fabln I) ro)>l'CHont, the value of the entire crop. The value 
of sulC'H for caeh lll'OJI or group of cropR is alHo given in the same 
tf•ble. Sale1:1 fignros are alwayH identified by the word "Hales" in 
the i;tuh 1111rl t.hctefom cnu lie cUffererrl.iated from the ealculated 
vahwH. Tho figures on t.he value of Raln1:1 were obtained for each 
farm and the totals givc11 in tlrn tablos represent tlw addition of the 
flgureH reported for tho individual farms. In case of feed and 

Rimilar crops it would be expected that the value of the quantitie1:1 
sold would be consider11bly less than the value of the quantity 
harvested. On the other hand, in the case of cash crops, such as 
tobacco, cotton, sugar beets, etc., it is to be expected that the 
figures on the value of crops sold and the value of the crops 
harvested will be in close ugreemcnt. 

Since the calculated values were obtained for price-reporting 
districts (groups of counties) there may be variations in the average 
calculated price and the average sales price for a given product in 
a given county because of local conditions. 

The value of specified crops for 1911·1 shown in State Table 12 
and County Tahlc 5 includes the value of vegetables grown for 
home uRe, The figures for l 94\l do not include the val no of 
vegetables for home use as this value wa;; not. called for on I.he 1050 
Questionnaire. 

CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS 

Farms by size.-Fn.rms were classified liy 8izo according to t.lrn 
total land area of each farm. The same cla~sification wns uRecl for 
all Stnt,es, 

In nnalyziug size-of-farm statistics, consideration should ho 
givell to tho definition of a fal'!n for Census purposes. Census 
farms are essentially operat.ing units-not ownership tracts. If !L 

landlord has cropperfl or other tenants, tho land assigned each 
cropper or t.onant, is a HOparute farm even thought.he laucllord may 
operate the entire holdillg eHHtmtially as one farm in respect to 
supervision, cqnipmcmt, rotation practice!', irnrchase of supplies, 
or Hale of products. 

Farms by tenure of operator.-In the l\l50 Consus form opor
ators are classified according to the tom1re uuder which they hold 
their land on the basis of the total laud owned, total laucl rcmtod 
from others, and total land mauagod for others. In HJ,J5 and oar
lier, full ownors, part. owners, and tenants were claH1:1ified ou the 
bash:l of the laud retained. Under this earlier classification it pnrt 
owner who snhlets to others 1111 the land he routs from ot.lwrH 
would have l>ocn classed a full owner; it part owuor who r<mts to 
others all the land he owns would have Jmcu classed LL teuiurb. 

Full owners own hmd but do not ront laud from others. 
Part owners own land and rout land from othcrH. 
Managers operate forms for others nnd arc pairl a w1ige or 
salary for their 1:1ervict)S, Pm·solls act.iug merely a:.; carotakcrs 
or hired as lalwrcrs are not elasi:;ified aH mauagers. If a farm 
operntor managed land for otlwni and also operntecl land on hiA 
own acco1mt., the land operated 011 hi:.; owu aeco1mt was cousid
ored as one farm imd the llmcl managed for others as a seeontl 
farm. In tho 1050 Consni:;, if a farm 01rnr11tor managed lam! for 
two or more employers all the lanrl managed was considered 
one farm. 
Tenants rent from others or work on shares for others all I.he 
land they operate. In I U50 tenants are fnrther classified 011 t,he 
basis of their rental arrangement as follows: 

Cash tenants pay cash as rent, such u1:1 $10 an acre or $1,000 
for the use of t.he farm. 

Share-cash tenants pay a part of the reut in cash and a part 
as a share of 1 he crops or of t.lw livestock or livestock products. 

Share tenants pay a share of either the crops or livestock m· 
livestock products, or a sh1u·c of both. 

Oro p-share tenants pity only n share of tlrn crops. 
Livestock-share tenants pay a share of the livestock or 

livest,ock products. They may or may not. also pu.y a slrnre of 
the crops. 

Croppers arc crop-share tcmants whoso l!mcllnrds furnish all 
t.he work power. Tho landlords either furnish all the work 11ni
ma!H or fmniHh tract.or power in lieu of work anima.!H. Croppers 
u:.;111~lly work nndor the close supcrviRion of-t.lie !11ndow11orH or 
their agon1.s nnrl tho land asshi;nod t.hcm is oft.en merely a part 
of !I largor ent.erprise operated as a single unit. 

The informo.t.ion on work power furnisher! waR tabulaLed ouly 
for the Southern Stat.es a.nd seven counties in Missouri. '.rhoro
fore, data for croppers are shown only for the Southorn States 
and seven counties in Missouri. 
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Other tenants.-Other tenants include those who pity a 
fixed quantity of any product; those who pay taxes, keep up the 
land and buildings, or keep the landlord in exclmngc for the use 
of the land; those who have the use of the land rent free; and 
others who could not be included iu one of the other speeiiied 
subclasses. 

Unspecified tenants.-Uuspecificd tenants include those 
tenants whose rental agreerneut was not reported. 

For earlier censuses the definition for each subclass of ten
ants is nominally similar to the corresponding subclass, or sub
classes, for 1115(). However, in 11}45 the enumerator ·was asked 
to determine the subclass of tenants, while in 19~0, 1940, and 
earlier eensuses the classification was made during the process
ing of the questionnaires in Washington on the basis of the 
answer to the inquiries on the questionnaires. The procedure 
for 1945 may have affected the comparability of the data, 
particularly those for cash tenants and share-cash tenants .. 

Farms by color or race of operator.-Farm operators are classified 
by color as "white" and "nonwhite." Nonwhite includes Negroes, 
Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite races. In the 
State tables, the nonwhite operators are further elm;sificd as 
"Negro" and "all other nonwhite" operators. 

Farms by economic class.-A classification of farms by economic 
class was made for the purpose of segregating groups of forms that 
are somewhat alike in their characteristics. This cl!1ssification 
was made in order to present an accurate description of the farms 
in each cla~s and in order to provide basic data for 1m analysis of 
the organization of United States agriculture. Only the farms in 
the sample (one-fifth of the farms plus nll large farms) were classi
fied by economic class. The totals given in the tn.blcs represent 
estimates for all farms b11scd on tabulations of the clat11 for the 
farms included in the sample. 

The classification of farms by economic cl:tsA waH n111cle uH the 
basiH of three factors; namely, tott•l value of all farm products ;;uld, 
number of days the farm opor!\.tor worked off the farm, 11.1\Cl the 
relationship of the income received from nonfarm sources by the 
operator and members of his family to the value of all farm prod
ucts sold. Instit11tfo11s, experimental farms, grazing nssociations, 
and other comm.unity projects were classified as ahrn1rmal, 
regardless of any of the ll.hovo-mentionc~ factors. 

In making the classification of farms by economic chLHA, farms 
have betm grouped into two major groupi;, 1\11.mely, commercitt! 
farms and other farms. In goncml, all forms with 11 value of Hales 
of farm products 11mounting to $1,200 or more were classified 11.s 
commercial. Farms with a value of s1ilei:1 of $250 to $1,199 wtmi 
classified as commercial only if tlw farm operator worked off the 
farm less than 1.00 days and the income of the form opemtor and 
members of his family received from nonfarm sources wnf! less than 
the total value of all farm products sold. Farms with n value of 
sales of all farm products of less than $250, as well as county, State, 
private institutional, and cxperimcntttl farms, were classified as 
"other." 

Commercial farms have been divided into six groups on tho 
basis of-the total value of farm products sold, its follows: 

C!nss: Faluc of farm vrorlncts aalrl 
L. ________________ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $25,000 or more 
IL ___________ -··_____________________ 10,000 to $24,999 
IIL __________ -- ___ --- _________ -- _ _ _ _ 5,000 to 0,999 
IV__________________________________ 2,500 to 4,999 
v ____________ -- _ -_ --- __ ------ -_ _ _ _ __ 1,200 to 2,499 
VI---------------------------------- *250 to 1,199 

•Provitlcd tlrn ftlrm OjlL'l'llLor workecl oIT"tho farm less tllnn 100 dnys und provided tho 
income tho fnrm operntor !UH\ rnomlrnrs of his fnmily roct•ivod from nonfurm somccs was 
loss tlmn tho vuluo of ;1!1 form Jll'Oc\ucts sole\. 

Other farms havo been grouped into three olasses as follows: 
Part-time farms.-Farms with a value of sales of farm 

products of $250 to $1,Hl9 were classified as part time provided 
the f!tl'm operator reported (1) 100 or more days of work off the 

farm in 1949, ?r (2) the nonfarm income received by him and 
members of lus family wns greater than the value of farm 
prodncts sold. 

Resid·ential farms.-Residcntial farms include o.11 farms 
except abnormal farms with a total value of sales of farm prod
ucts of less than $250. Some of these represent farms on which 
the operator worker! off the farm more than 100 days in l 94H. 
Some represent farms ou which the income from non farm sources 
was greater than the value of sales of agricultural products. 
Others represent subsistence and marginal farms of various 
kinds. S1'.lm<l flwms arc imil\\ded her<\ which, uu.dl:lr normal Cl)n
ditions, would have qualiffod as commercial farms. 

Abnormal farms.-Insofar as it was possible to identify them, 
abnormal farms include public and private institutional farms, 
cmrmrnnity enterprises, experiment station farms, grazing 11.ssoci-
11,tions, etc. 
Farms by type.--The classification of farms by typll was made 

on the basis of the relationship of the value of sales from a partic
ular source or sources to the total value of 1111 farm products sold 
from the farm. In some cases the .typo of farm was determined 
on the basis of the sale of an individual farm product, such as 
cotton, or on the basis .of closely related products, such as d11iry 
products. In dther cases, tho typo was determined on tho basis 
of sales of a broader group of products such 11s com, sorghum,. all 
smctll gmins, field peas, field be1u1s, cowpcas, and soybeans. Part
timc, residential, and abnormal farms were not classified by type. 
Only: commercial farms were classified by type. In order to be 
classified as a particular type, s11les or anticipated sales of a produet 
or a group of products had to represent 50 percent or more of 
the total value nf prnducts of the farm. 

Ouly the farms in the sample (one-fifth of the farms plus all largo 
farms) were classified by typo. 

The types of farms for which data are shown, together with tho 
product or group of products that had to represent 50 percent or 
mnre of the tot1tl sales in order for the farm to be so classified, are 
as follows: 

Type 

Cotton __________ - --· -- _ 
Cash gmin ___________ _ 

Otlwr fielcl crop _______ _ 

Veget11ble _____ .. ______ _ 

Frnit ancl nut------··---

Dairy ________________ _ 

Poultry ______________ _ 

Livestock farms other 
than dairy and 
poultry. 

Product or group of products amount
ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of 11.ll fe.rm prod\rnts sold. 

Cotton. 
Corn, sorghum, small grains, field peas, 

field beuns, cowpeas, and soybeans. 
Peanuts, Iril:lh potatoes, .swcctpotatocs, 

tob11.coo, sugarcane, sugar beets for 
sug11r, mul other miscellaneous crops. 

Vegetables. 
Berries anrl other small fruits, and tree 

fruits and nuts. 
Milk and other dairy products. 
The criterion of 50 percent of tho total 

sale11 wns modified in tho case of dairy 
farms. A farm for which the value of 
sales of dairy products represented 
less than 50 percent of the total value 
of farm products sold was classified as 
a dairy farm if: 

(1) Milk and other dairy products 
accounted for3 0 percent or 
more of the total value of 
products, and 

(2) Milk eows represented 50percent 
or more of all eows, 11nd 

(3) Sales of dairy products, to
gether with the sales of cattle, 
amounted to 50 percent or 
more of the total sales. 

Chickens, eggs, turkeys, and other 
poultry products. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, go11t milk, and products from 
animals slaughtered on the farm, 
:provided the farm did not o.lready 
classify as a dairy farm. 
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Type Product or group of products amount-

ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold-Con. 

General_ ______________ Farms were classified as general when 
the value of products from one source 
or group of sources did not represent 
as much as 50 percent of the total of 
the value of all farm products sold. 
Separate figures are given for three 
types of general farms: 

(a) Primai:ily crop, (b) primarily live
stock, and (c) crop and livestock. 
Primarily crop farms represent farms 
for which the sale of one of the follow
ing crops or groups of crops-vege
tables, fruits and nuts, cotton, cash 
grains, or other field crops- did not 
amount to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold, but 
for which the value of sales for all 
these g'roups of crops represented 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. Primarily live
stock farms are those which could not 
be classified as dairy' farms, poultry 
farms, or livestock farms other than 
dairy and poultry, but on which the sale 
of livestock and poultry and livestock 
and poultry products amounted to 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. General ·crop 
and livestock farms are those which 
could not be classified as either crop 
farms or livestock farms, but on which 
tho sale of all crops amounted to at 
least 30 percent, but less than 70 per
cent of the value of all farm products 
sold. 

Miscellaneous and un- This group represents farms that were 
.classified farms. not classified by type. It includes 

part-time, residential, and abnormal 
farms. It also includes miscellaneous 
types of commercial farms if 50 percent 
or more of the total value of product.a 
was accounted for by sale of horti
cultural products, or sale of horses, 
or sale of fur animals, or sale of forest 
products, or sale of bees and honey. 

Because of. changes in the method of classifying farms by 
type, comparative data by type of farm for earlier cemnrnc:-; are 
not shown in this report. 

Value of farm products sold.-Tho value of farm products sold, 
as obtained in Urn 1950 Census of Agriculture, represents the 
approximate total of the gross cash incornc of the farms of a 
particular county or State, Gross sales by farmers, however, are 
greater than the gross income to agriculture because of the incht
sion of inter-farm sales. Feed crops, feeder cattle, and breeding 
stock purchased by farmers contribute most to this duplication 
in gross sales. 

Enumerators aud farmers were instructed to include as sold any 
part of a crop that was yet to be sold. Trades, such as trading 
eggs at tho store, were considered the same as cash sales. Products 
i:mch as fruit, vegetables, and eggs purchased for immediate resale 
wore not included because this was not considered as farm produc
t.ion. Likewise, immediate resale of cattle was considered as 
dealer operations, whereas resale of fattEned feeder cattle was 
considered as farm production and the sales were included, oven 
though these cattle may have been reported as sold by the farmer 
who sold them as feeders. 

For many farms the sales enumerated do not represent their 
total gross cash income because certain sales were excluded and 
there was no provision for enumerating unusual sources of income. 
For example, sales of baby chicks, Government payments such as 
those for soil conservation, and income received by the farm 
operator for off-farm work, for custom work, and from land rents 
and other investments are not included. 

In general, the value of the sales of livestock, livestock products, 
nursery and greenhouse products, and forest products is for the 
calendar year 1949. On the other hand, the value of the various 
crops sold is for the crop year immediately preceding the census. 

The value of the sales of each farm product was usually obtained 
in connection with the enumeration of the production of that 
particular prociuct. In some cases, related farm products were 
grouped for the purpose of obtaining the value of products sold; 
for example, small grains and straw sold were all included as a 
group. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report gross sales 
without deduction of expenses of any kind. However, it was 
impossible to obtain full adherence to this rule. The degree to 
which this instruction was followed varied from area to area 
depending primarily upon the type of farm products grown. For 
farm products which did not vary greatly in price it was possible 
during the course of processing the questionnaires for tabulation 
to make adjustments in those cases whore there was obvious mis
interpretation of the instructions. In examining the sales figures 
reported for individual farms, an entry ;vas questioned if the indi· 
cated average price received was less than 50 percent or more than 
200 percent of the State average price, Any report for an indi
vidual farm with entries outside t11ese limits was rofcrrccl for 
examinatioi1 and changed if necessary. In general, 'Changes on 
these questionnaires were not nmde unless a study of the question
naires for nearby farms indicated that there was obvious eri·or in 
reporting. It was not possible to correct all errors in enumeration, 
such as failure to include all products yet to be sold, omissions of 
some sales shared by the landlord or partner and reporting of net, 
receipts instead of gross. While tMs tendency uudorstateR the 
total value of all farm products sold for a county or State, it does 
not seriously affect the use of the statistics as a measure of the 

' relative importance of the different producing groups. 

Poultry sales.-In tho l!l50 Census of Agriculture there w11s 
incl nded on the q uestiom\aire an instruction to exclude sales of 
baby chickR from the item of saloi; of poultry and poultry prnclncts. 
Receipts from the sale of baby chicks by hatcheries and farms 
were included iu the 1045 Cemms of Agriculture. li'or this reason 
there will be an apparent largo decrease in sales of poultry and 
poultry products in some counties which can be attributed almost 
entirely to change in procedure. Hatchery operations are concen
trated in relatively few counties. However, t,his change in pro
cedure should be considered in appraising the data. on poultry 
sales. In important; commercial broiler areas the poultry sales 
enumerated may be understated because of the ditriculty offiuding 
all operators who were engaged in broiler production in 19,19, 
Those who had discontinued operations may have loft the com
munity. Contract operations also presented a problem in the 
enumeration; for example, a farm operator may have feel broilers 
for a percentage of the profits. Sine(~ he did not Gwn the poultry, 
he may not ha"."e reported the sales. 

Differences in data presented by counties and by State economic 
areas.-In many cases, data _presented by State economic areas 
have been estimated on the basis of tabulations for !t sample of 
the farms while most of the dat11 presented by counties have 
been obtained by the tiilrnlation of dat11 for all fanm in the 
county. H.owevor, data on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm expenditures, and value of land and buildings have 
been estimated for each county on the basis of the tabulation of the 
figures for only a sample of the farms in each county. The same 
sample of farms wns used also for the tabulation of dattt for 
those items by State economic areas or for the State. In some 
cases, the totals presented for these items by counties will differ 
from the totals presented in tables giving data by State economic 
areas or for tho State since, as a matter of economy, adjustments 
wore not made bi the tabulations when the difference was not 
great enough to affect the usefulness of the data. 
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