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PREFACE 

Volume I, ConntioR and Stal.c J•Jwnomie Area1:1 1 is one of tho four princlpnl report.A pro~ 
senting the results of the Hl50 Comms of AgricuHm·c) and related programs of tho Sovont.oon1•h 
Deoonnial Census. This volume, in :34 parts, prermnts tho compilation of tho informalJon 
givon by farm operators to Census enumerators in 1050. 

The 1D50 OonRUH of Agriculture was taken in conformity wit;h the Act ot Congrosi:l 
pr<),Yic!ing for tho fift,ocmt;h and :,mbsoquont, dooonnial ce11Ht1Hns, npprovod ,Jn110 18, lll21l, 
ns amended, 

Tho collect.ion of tho data was oanied out; by Censu:,i emmH:Jrators unclur !;ho diroeUon 
of supervisors appointod by tho Diroctor of tho Consus n.nd working under the dirMtlon of 
Lowell T, Galt;, Chief, Field Division. '.L'ho planning of tho oensmi nnd tho compilation 
of tho 11tntistirn; wore superv!Hod by Rny Hurley, Chiof, Agricult:Ul'(l Divhdon, ttnd Warder 
B. Jonkim11 As11iHta11t Chiof. They woro a11Hist.ocl by HiHon J<i. Il.obison, Alvin T. M. Loo, 
Harold C. Phillips, Floyd W. Borgur, LoiH Hutchi1:1011 1 Gladys L. lGttglo, Orvillo M. Slyo, 
Homy A. '.l'uoker, and Orvin L. Wilhit;c. Tho mochanieal tabulat;!on, by <llectricm.l ma­
chinoR, was mado under t.ho HnporviHion of C. F. Van Aken. Tho ma11H wnrti prnpartid 
unclcir tho 1-1uptirvisicrn of Claroll(:e E. H1.il'.Hohelot; 1 Gcographor. 

AolrnowlcJdgmen(·, is mado .of the toelmical a11sist•anco and tho loan of toolrnit1al po1•1101rnel 
by tho United States Dopartmont of Agrioultmo iu tho plnuning, tho omtmorn.Mou, and 1;ho 
compllo.tion of thu 1 ll50 Census of Agrioi1Hure. 

March 1952 
IU 



.. 

UNITED STATES CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1950 

REPORTS 
Volume I.-Counties and State Economic Areas.-Statistics for counties include number of farms, 

acreage, value, and farm operators; farms by size, by color and tenure of operator; facilities and equipment, 
farm labor, and farm expenditures; livestock and livestock produ"Cts; specified crops harvested; farms and 
farm characteristics for commercial farms; farms classified by value of farm products sold, by type of farm, 
and by economic class; and value of products sold by source. 

Data for State economic areas include farms and farm characteristics by size of farm, by tenure of oper­
ator, by type of farm, and by economic class. 

Volume I will be published in 34 parts as follows: 

Part State or States Part State or States 

--
1 New Englanc.l States: South Atlantic-Continued 

Maine. 15 Virginia and West Virginia. 
New Hampshire. 16 North Carolina and South Carolina. 
Vermont. 17 Georgia. 
Massachusetts. 18 Florida. 
Rhode Island. East South Central: 
Connecticut. 19 I Kentucky. 

2 Middle Atlantic States: 20 Tennessee. 
New York. 21 Alabama .. 
New Jersey. 22 MisAiss1ppi. 
Pennsylvania. West South Central: 

East North Central: 23 Arkansas. 
3 Ohio. 24 Louisiana. 
4 Indiana. 25 Oklahoma. 
5 Illinois. 26 Texas. 
6 Michigan. Mountain: 
7 Wisconsin. 27 Montana. 

West North Central: 28 Idaho; 
8 Minnesota. 29 Wyoming and Colorado. 
g Iowa. 30 New Mexico and Arizona. 

10 Missouri. 31 Utah and Nevada. 
11 North Dakota and South Dakota. Pacific: 
12 Nebraska. 32 Washington and Oregon. 
13 Kansas. 33 California. 

South Atlantic: 34 Territories and possessions. 
14 Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbia. 

Volume II.-General Report.-Statistics by Subjects, United States Census of Agriculture, 1950, Sum­
mary data and analyses of the data for States, for Geographic Divisions, aqd for the United States by sub­
jects as illustrated by the chapter titles listed below: 

Chapter Title Chapter Title 
·-

I Farms and Land in Farms. VII Field Crops and Vegetables. 
II Age, Residence, Years on Farm, Work VIII Fruits and Nuts, Horticultural Specialties, 

Forest Products. · off Farm. 
III Farm Facilities, Roads, Trading Cen- IX Value of Farm Products. 

ter, Farm Equipment. x Size of Farm. 
IV Farm Labor and Farm Expenditures. XI Color, Race; and Tenure of Far 
v Farm Mortgages, Farm Taxes, Cash Operator. 

Rent. XII Economic Class of Farm. 

m 

VI Livestock and Livestock Products. XIII Type of Farm. 

Volume III.-Irriga.tion of Agricultural La.nds.-8tate reports with data for counties and drainage basins 
and a summary for the United States, including number of enterprises, irrigation works and equipment, 
source of water, new capital investment since 1940, cost of irrigation water, number of farms and acreage 
irrigated, and quantity of water used for irrigation purposes. -

The State reports will be issued as separate parts of Volume III as follows: 

Part I State Part State 

1 Arizona. 10 Nebraska. 
2 Arkansas and Oklahoma. 11 Nevada. 
3 California. 12 New Mexico. 
4 Colorado. 13 North Dakota a.nd South Dakota. 
5 Florida.. 14 Oregon. 
6 Idaho. 15 Texas. 
7 Kansas. 16 Utah. 
8 Louisiana. 17 Washington. 
g Montana.. 18 Wyoming. 

Volume IV.-Dra.inage of Agricultural Lands.---;State reports with statistics for counties and a summary 
for the United States. One part only. Data on land in drainage enterprises, number and types of enter­
prises, cost of drainage, indebtedness, assessments, and drainage works. 

IV 



llil!ltory of the cenaua of attricultura ••.••.•• ,, ••.•••••••••••••••• • i • • •••••••• • • • • 

Le:gol busia for tho 1950 Con.rsus of Ap:riculture., .• ,,,,,., ••••••• ,.,.,.,,., 1,,, •• , 
'111e .,numernti'on.,. , , , , •••• , • , , , , , , , , , ••• , ••• , •• , ••••.• , . , •••••• , ••••• , , •• , , , , , , •• 
Questionnaires used for the 1950 Census of Aftricul turc,, ••• , ••••••••.• , ..••••• •. • 

f\AMPLINC. 
Deae:ription of the eampla fol' the 1950 C'.anaua.,, •• ,,,,,,,.,,,,,,, •• • • • • • • • • • • • • · • 
De.script ion of thn S(lmple' for th~ 1945 Cenaua •• ,., .. , •••• ,, .•••••••• ' .•.• ,,.,,,, •• 
Adjustment of the otlmple •••••••. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Tiolio.hility of c:itinmt:tis based on th" sample,,,, •••• ,, •••• ,., •••• ,, •.•• ,.,.,., •. , 
Method of cstimnt.ion .• ,., •••• ,,,,,.,,., ••••••••• , •••..••• , •• • •••••• • ••.••••••• • •• 

1 I.ARC.£\ !'ARMS 
Cr i ter in, , , • , , , , , • , , • , , , • , , • , , , , , , , , , • , ••••• , , , •••• , • , •••••• • • , ••• • ••••••• , •••.•• 

PHRSRNTATION or RTATISTICS 
Stn to tnbl es,, , , , •• , \ , , , , , , •• , , , , • , , , , , ••••••••••.••••• , .•• , •••.• , •• , ••••• , •••••• 
County tnhles .. , .......... " .. ,, ................ • ........ • .. " ................ • .. 
StQte c-conaniic nro11 tnhle,a,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,.,,, ••••••••••• , •.•.••• ,, •••••••••• , • •. 
Minor civil division tnl.Jlos.,.,,, •• ,,.,., ••..•.••••• ,, ,, .•• , , •. • ••• •, ••••• , •• ,, •• 
StQta economic artuu1 •• ,.,.,.,,.,,,,, •• , .. , •••••...•• ,, •••••• • •••••. • ••••••••.• • • • 
CompRru.bility of datn tor varimuJ censu11<HJ •••••.• , •••.• , ••. • ·'. •• •. • •••••••••• • • • 

OHFINITIONR AND EXPLANATIONS 
GEN!\11Al. FARM !Nl'Ol\MATION 

TI1e cenHus dntc,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
A f-nrm •• ,, • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •' • • • • • '• • •'' • •''' •'' ''''' ''' '' '•' ''''' ''' '' 
Enumeration of lnnd locntad in moro thnn one county ••• ••.•••••••••••••.·••·•••••• 
l"nrm opero tors, , , , , • , , •• , ••• , .••..•.. , ..• , •••.•• · · •• • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • 
Farms reporting or oper1\torn 1·epartin,g .•. , .•• , •••••..••• , •••••• ' •• · ••••. • ••• , • • • • 
Lnnd owned, rented, nnd mnnARed., •• ,.,, •• ,.,,, •••••••••••• •• • •• • ••••••••••••• • • • • 
l.nnd owned, , , , • , , , , , • , • , , , , • , , , • , • , , , • , ••• , ••• , ••••• , , , •• • • • · •• ' ••• • • • •• • • • • , • • • • 
Lund rented from othct's.,,, .•. ,, .• ,., •• , '•' ••• ,. •. · ••••.•. • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • · • 
Lnnd rented to other~ .• ,,,.,,,, .••. ,,., •••••• , ••••••••... •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tA1.nd nroo ••••••• I. I''.'. I' •••• ''. I'.' •••••• I ••••••••••• ' •• I. I ••••••••• I ••• I. I. I •• 
Lund in fnrma,,,., •.••• ,., •••••.••••••• ' · · •• •' · · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Vnlue of lnnd nnd build.inf\'11,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Age of op~rntorn.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••••••• , 

ne.flidcnc:c of farm Operut.or. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •' • • • • • • • • •' • • • •' • • • • • '•' 
Ycmra Dl1 pre.aent !ni·m (yani• boKnn opnn1tion of present fnrrn).,, •••• ,.,. ,, ••• , •. • • 
Off,. fnrm worl< and other income •• ,.,, •• ,,, •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Spoclfie.,d fncilitica, ,, , ,,, , , ,,,, •• , ,., •• ,, ,,, • ••• •••••• ,..,,,,, •• • • •• • • ••••• •••••• 
Spaci ficd oquipmont on fnrmu.,,.,.,,, •••••• , ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
C:la.aoificnt.ion of £nrnu1 by clnnn of work power ••••••••• ,, ••..•••••••••••.• , ••. ••• 

·Stnto 'l'obla-
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nF. Fl N l TI 0 NS A t'D P.X PI.AN A TI ONS-Continuod 
Gl\NJmAt. FAHM lNFOHMATHlN-Continuod 

F'nrn1 labor.,,,,.,,.,., •••••• ,,.+,,•••~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Spnci fiocl !1trm r:ix1,ondi tnras •• , , • , ••• , , , •• , , ••••.••••• • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • •' • • • • • • • · • 
Farm mt1rtnas:oei,.,., , , , , , •• , • , , , , , , • , , . , , •••• • • • • ••. , , •••.. , , , • , •, •' •,. • 1 • • • • • •. •. 

Vnrm tox~s, , • , , •••. , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , •••.• , , , , • , . , , , , , , , • , , , •• , , , ••••••.•. 
Cna.h rent.,,., •• , •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, ••••• •• •.•..•. ,, ••• ,., •• •,•.••••,.• j • • • •. • 

TTUUGATION 

TrriKntod far11111.,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,. •• •• , ••• , , , .• , • , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , •• , , •• , • •• , •• ,. 
J.nnJ in fnrnm irripatod.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,";\,,,, 
Jrrignted land in fnrma according to use.,,, •• ~,,,.,,,,.,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,.,., •• ,., 

f, l VES TOC:I( 

Milk COWRi oawB milKadi milk produc:tinn ........... "11""""""""""'""" 
Sows und Kilts Ia1•rowit1R••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••1•••• 
Shc:ap nnd l 11111hs and wool. , , , • , , , , , , , , ••••••••••••••••• , , • , • , , • , ••• , , , ••• , • , , , , , , • 
Goftt3 runl mohair •••• ,,,, •• ,.,, •• ,,., •.••• ,.•.••,,,,,,•.• •.• , ••• •.•• ••..• ••••••·•• 
llocs and honey ••• , , , , , , , , , • , • , • , , , , •• , • , , , •• , • , , , " , , , , • , • , ••• , •• , .• , , , . , , . , , •• 1,, 
Vnlue of livttstotk on fnrma.,,,,, •• , •••• , •••••••.•• ,, • • .• • •. •,. • • •,.,, •• • • • •••••. 
l.ivestoclt p1·oducta,,,,,,, ••• ,,,., •• , •• , ••••••••• • •• ,, •• •,., •• ,, • •..•••.•• •. • • •, ', 

CflOPS 
CropB h11rva&ted.,,,.,, , , , , , , , , , , , • , • , , , • , •• , , •• , •••• , • , • , , ••• , , , . , , •• , , .• , • , , , , 1, 

Corn .•• ,.,,,., ••••• , ••. , ••. ,., •• ,,.•.•, •• •,••••.· •••• •••••••.••••••••.•.••••• •..• 
Annun l leRun1eia •• , ••• ,, , ~, , , , , • , •• , ••• , , , • , •• , •••••••• • ••• , , • , , , , , , ••• , • , •••• , •• , . 
llny r. ropa •• , , • , •••••••• , ••••• , •• , , •••• , , •• , ••••••• , • , , , , • , ••• , , •••••••• , • , •• , , • , • 
Clover need, alfolfn, f{rO.it~, 11nd othur field sacd crc1pn.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,',,,,,,,,,,, 
Irish poti\l'.o"s nnd uweetpotntoau., ••• ,, ••• ,.,,., • • •, ••••• , •• , ,, •••• , , , , , , •••• , • , , 
0(lrries nnd other Bnn\ll £r\1.it1:t,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Trr.a fruits, nuts. nnd Rtupaa,,,., •.• ,,,,,, •• , ••• , •• , ••• , ..... ,, ••.• ,,, ••• , •• ,,.,, 
Nuraery anll Rrncinhouao produ-c:t.a,,,,, •• ,,,,,,.,, ••• , ••• ,,,.,., •••••• ,.,, ••• , •• ,,,. 
V11.lue of cru11a hai•vestt'lcl •.• ,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,.,,, 1, •••• , ••••• , •• , ••• , ••••• , , •• , , • , , , , 

Cl.ASSTFICATION Of' l•'t\£\MS 
Farms by aiaa.,, ••• ,, •• ,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,.,, •••• ,,,.,,.,,,,.,, •• ,.,,., •• ,,,., 
FarmH by t~nura of operntu1·.,,,.,,,,,,,.,., •• ,,.,.,.,., 1,., .•.. ,.,, .. ,.,,, •.. ,,,, 
Fnrm• by color or J..'"ce of overnt.-or.,.,.,,.,, ••••••• , ,, •••••••• , ••••• , •• , , •• , • , , , , 
Fn1·ma by aconomic clat1s,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,, 
Fnrrna by typft,,,,,., •• ,,,,,.,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,., •••• ,,.,,.,,, •• , •• , •• ,.,,, ••••• ,,,. 

Voluti nf Inrh• ru·oduct.:11 nold. 1. ' •••• I •••• ' •••• I ••••••••• ' •••••••• I. I •• I ••••••••••• 

Poult.ry anltuJ,,,, •••••••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,, ••• ,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,, ••••.• , 

Differnnr.ca in dnta\ pt•euumt.t'ld by cmrntlea 1mrl by f.ltftt" r!!Conumic l\rtHlff.,,,,,,,, ,,, 

1. -Fu.rma, ncreng6, nnd vnluc: Con1;1u11ca of \1)20 to 1950.,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,., •• ,,, ••• ,.,.,.,,,,,,,, ••• ,.,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,.,,,.,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,,, 
2.-Fnrmn by size: Cenouaca of 1'>20 to l!J,10,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••• ,,,, •• ,,,~,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,,,,,, 1 ,,,,,,,

1
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

3.-Fa.rms by color l\nJ tQnu1·a of opat•l\tc1r: C'.enau11e.11 of 1920 to 1950,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
4.-CnQh rent pnid for ftu•m lnnd nnd buildinRa: Cnnt1u1:1ea of 1930 to l'>SO ........ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ........ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ............... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
s.-Fnrm opernt;.or1;1 by color, rf:lititltmco, off .. fnr111 WCH'I(, 1tp;a, nnd yenr11 on fH'08tmt. fnrm: CcnBUfHHI of 11)20 to 1'>50 ••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••.•.••••••••••••.• 
6, -nnte of r.numerat.iu11: Cennu11as of 1950 nntl l9ii5 .•. ,., .... , .. , .•.... ,.,, ••...••• , .•. ,, •. ,,,,,.,,,,., •.•••• ,,, ... ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,, 1 ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
7.-Spocified fncilities 1md nquiptntmt, t.rndinf( c:entar, ftlUJ l'onda: C:anauuas of J.920 to 19~0,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
0, -Motol't:ruckM, t.rnctorn, nncl nutonmhiles on fl\rma, clturnifind by ya1u of modt:il: CeniJuat.u' of LCJfiO, P)45, nnd 19•W.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,., •• ,,,,,,, ,, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 
9.-Fnrm lnbor n.nd t1pecifiad fnrn1 ex(H'.llulit.ura11: CcnauMes of 1920 to 195Q,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• 1 ,,,,, •••••••••• ~ 1 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

lO,-Fn1•111 tnX(lft: Ccnauaea of 1930 to 195Q,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,, •••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••••••••• ,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
ll.-Livc11tock 1.uul livaatock products: Cen11u11aa of 1920-t~o 1950.,,.,,,,,,·,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• , .. ,,,,,,,,,,,, 
12.-Spccifiad cropq harveated: Cn111HHst1a of 1920 to 1950 ••. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,, •• ,,.,,,,,,,,,,, 
13. -f•'nrma, £nrm clrnrnc:taristir.a, nnd Inrm prndtict:a for epecifi1;:1d lnrga fnrma: Can11ua of 19~0. 1,.,,.,,,,, ••• ,, ~,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
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INTRODUCTION 
History of the census of agriculture.-The first National census 

of agriculture was taken in connection with the. Sixth Decennial 
Census of Population in 1840. Since 1840, a census of agriculture 
ha~ been taken in conjunction with the census of population in each 
decennial enumeration. Congress first provided for a mid-decennial 
agriculture census to be taken in 1915, but because of World War I 
this census was not taken. Congress again provided for a mid­
decennial agriculture census to be taken as of January 1, 1925. 
Since 1920, there has been a Federal census of agriculture every 
fifth year. 

Legal basis for the 1950 Census of Agriculture.-Authorization 
for the 1050 Census of Agriculture was made in the act of Congre:-is, 
approved June 18, 1929, providing for the fifteenth and subsequent 
decennial censuses. This act also provided for a census of 
agriculture in 1935 and every 10 years thereafter. 

The enumeration.-About 2 weeks prior to the census date of 
April 1, 1950, agriculture questionnaires were distributed to box 
holders in rural areas and to box holders in other areas not having 
city-t,ype mail delivery in all States except North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, MissiHsippi, Louisiana, and in 65 of 
the 75 counties in ArkanHml. The agriculture questionnaires 
distributed were accom}mnied by a letter aRking farm operators 
to examine the questionnaire and anRwer as many of the questions 
as possible prior to the visit of the Census enumerator. This 
method of enumeration was designed to help the enumerator and 
the farmer and to obtain more accurate information than in former 
censuses. Enumerators were required to visit each farm to pick 
up, complete, or fill the agriculture questionnaire and to obtain 
the required iuformatfon on population and housing. This proce­
dure enabled farm operators to become familiar with the kinds of 
information required for the census and also enabled them to check 
their records prior to the visit; of the Census enumerator and to 
compile any data needed for answering the inquiries on the ques­
tionnaire. Even if the farm operator had filled out the agriculture 
questionnaire, the Census enumerator was instructed to examine 
the entries to determine that all required entries had been properly 
made. 

Plans for the 1950 Census included four provisions designed to 
insure completeness of covel'age of the census of agriculture. 
First, the questionnaire used for the census of population contained 
two possible inquiries for every family enumerated. One of these 
questions was: ''Is this house on a farm?" In case the answer was 
"No," the second was: "Is this house on a place of three or more 
acres?" If the answer to either of these inquiries was "Yes," the 
Census enumerator was instructed to obtain an agriculture ques~ 
tionnaire from the person in charge of the place. This procedure 
was used in order to insure the enumeration of places, not locally 
considered as farms, with sufficient agricultural production to 
qualify as farms according to Census criteria. While this method 
resulted in the securing of a considerable number of questionnaires 
which did not meet the criteria, it did insure the inclusion of inany 
places that might not have been enumerated otherwise. 

Second, as 'in several former censuses, enumerators in rural 
areas were instructed to indicate on their maps the location of 
every dwelling place and farm. This procedure was intended to 
help the supervisor to ascertain if his enumerators hld visited all 
parts of the enumeration districts assigned them. 

Third, prior to the census, lists of the very large farms were 
prepared from the records of the 1945 Census of Agriculture and 
were reviewed in 1949 by members of the field staff of the .Bureau 

of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agriculture 
(sworn in as special agents of the Bureau of the Cemms) for the 
purpose of making corrections, deletions, and additions as neces­
sary. These lists were given to the Census supervisors who were 
relJUired to check them to see that each of the farms was enumer­
ated. The questionnaires obtained were also checked with the 
lists of large farms during the processing in the Washington 
office. (See Large Farms, p. x.) 

Fourth, in most of the South, a special supplementary question­
naire (I,andlord-Tenant Operations Questionnaire) aided in the 
enumeration of cropper and other tenant farms comprising parts 
of larger land holdiugs, plantations, etc. This questionnaire was 
required when two or more agriculture questionnaires were needed 
for a land holding. Enumerators were to list the names of the 
landlord and each cropper and other tenant and to give, for each 
listing, the information called for on the questionnaire. 

Questionnaires used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture.-The 
number of inquiries in the 1950 Census of Agriculture v&ried from 
St&te to State. A total of 41 different versions of. the question­
naire was used for taking the census. The questionnaires con~ 
tahied from 184 to 229 inquiries. Most of the differences in the 
number of inquiries related to crops. By using State question­
naires, it was possible to reduce the number of inquiries carried on 
the questionnaire for a particular State by eliminatilig questions, 
mainly for c:rops, which were not applicable in that State. For 
example, rice is an important crop in only a few States; by the use 
of State questionnaires, it was possible to omi!; the inquiry on rice 
from the questionnaires for all States except those in which rice 
is an important crop. Also, the use of a State questionnaire made 
it possible to have separate questions for all the important crops 
grown in a partici.1lar State, and to obtain reports of production in 
the unit of measure commonly used in that State. This variation 
in the number of inquiries by States (regionalization) was used in 
several previous censuses. It was used to a greater extent in the 
1950 Ceusus. 

SAMPLING 

Sampling was used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture in two 
ways. First, the data on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm expenditures, distance to trading center, value of farm 
land and buildings, taxes, mortgage debt, etc. (Questions 306 
through 332 of the questionnaire; see facsimile in the appendix), 
were enumerated for only a SAMPLE of farms. Second, the use 
of a sample made possible the tabulation of a greater volume of 
data than would have been possible if reports for all fa1•ms had 
been included. In fact, most of the data shown in this report by 
State economic areas are estimates prepared on the basis of the 
tabulation of data for the sample of farms. These tabulations are 
based on the same sample of farms as was used in the enumeration. 

Description of the sample for the 1950 Census.-The sample 
used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture consisted of all large farms 
and one-fifth of all remaining far.ll).s. Farms to be included 
in the sample were selected during the enumeration. The 
Census enumerator was given a procedure for selecting the 
farms to be included in the sample and he was instructed 
not to modify this procedure in any case. He was instructed 
to include in the sample and to obtain the additional informa­
tion (answers to Questions 306 through 332) for any fa1m if 
the questionnaire on which it was to be enumerated had a 
designated serial number. All agriculture questionnaires given 
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to Census enumerators, as well as those distributed through the 
mail, carried a serial number. These serial numbers ranged 
from 1 through· 5. The designated serial number of the ques­
tionnaire for which the sample information was to be obtained 
was determined by comparing the serial number of the agri­
culture questionnaire with the serial number assigned in Wash­
ington to the enumeration district. 

Crew leaders were instructed to see that the additional infor­
mation required for farms in the sample was obtained for all 
farms on the large farm list. During the processing operations 
in Washington any farm' not already in the sample that met the 
criteria for a large farm was added to the sample and if the neces­
sary information for items to be obtained only for farms in the 
sample had not been secured, the required data were obtained 
by mail. 

Description of the sample for the 1945 Census.-The sample of 
farms used in 1945 was only about one-third as large as 
that used in 1950 and was selected by a different method. In 
1945, each county was divided into cross sections of small areas 
averaging 2.5 square miles in size and containing about 5. farms 
each. A sample of 1 out of every 18 of these small areas or sample 
segments was selected and all farms having their headquarters 
within the selected areaa were designated as sample farms, and 
were enumerated on questionnaires containing the supplementary 
questions in addition to the questions asked of nonsample farms. 
In 1945, as in 1950, the sampling plan provided for the inclusion 
of approximately 60,000 large farms regardless of their location. 

Adjustment of the sample.-An adjustment in the sample was 
made for the purpose of (1) improving the reliability of the esti­
mates from the sample by a process essentially equivalent to strat­
ifying the farms in the sample by size and economic class of farm 
and (2) reducing biases introduced because Census. enumerators 
did not follow perfectly the method qutlined for selecting the 
farms in the sample. 

Census enumerators did not always correctly follow the sampling 
procedure for selecting farms to be included in the sample. In 
general, enumerators had a tendency to include the larger and 
better farms in the sample. Analyses indicated that more reliable 
estimates would be obtained if the farms in the sample were in 
effect stratified by size and by ecouomic class before the estimates 
were prepared on the basis of the sample. 

In order to adjust the sample for each economic area, counts 
were obtained of all farms and of sample farms by size and eco­
nomic class groups. The corresponding counts for the sample 
were then compared with the number to be expected for the 
sample (the total count for all farms divided by 5) and an adjust­
ment was made so that the sample count equaled its expected value. 
Adjustments were made in the sample by eliminating farms when 
too many were included for a specified class in an economic area 
or by duplicating farms when too few were included. The farms 
eliminated or duplicated for a class were selected at random from 
counties over- or under-represented in the class. The gross adjust­
ments involved were relatively small in most areas, averaging 3 
percent eliminated and 2 percent duplicated for all areas in the 
United States. 

This adjustment procedure achieved most of the reduction in 
the sampling errors of the estimates for State economic areas 
that could have been realized by a more complicated method of 
estimation by which separate totals would be tabulated by size 
and economic class groups, estimates prepared group by group 
on the basis of the actual sampling ratio in the group, and the 
group estimates combined to provide the estimates for the econom­
ic area. This adjustment procedure also tended to reduce the 
effects of possible biases introduced by failure of some enumer­
ators to follow strictly the rules for selecting the sample farms. 

Reliability of estimates based on the sa.mple.-The figures based 
on the tabulation of data for only a sample of farms are subject 
to sampling errors. When data based on only a sample of farms 

are shown in the same table with enumerated data for all farms, 
the data based on a sample are shown in italics. Approximate 
measures of the sampling reliability of estimates are given in State 
Tnbles 28, 29, and 30 for farms repcrting and for item tot.als. 

These measures indicate the general level of sampling relia­
bility of the estimates, but do not include adequate allowances for 
sources of error other than sampling variation, as for example, 
errors in original data furnished by farmers. Sources of error 
other than sampling may be relatively more important than 
sampling variation, especially for totals for a State. 

Jn general, the measures of sampling reliability presented are 
conservative, in that they tend to overestimate the variations in 
the sample estimates, because: (1) maximum figures intended to 
serve for all State economic areas were used and (2) the predicted 
limits of error do not take into consideration that complete data 
were tabulated for all large farms. Consequently, there is a tend­
ency to overestimate the variations in the sample especially for 
groups for which the totals for large farms represent a high per­
centage of the item totals. Data for large farms for a number of 
items are given in State Table 13. The data in this table indicate 
for each item the proportion of the State total represented by large 
farms. 

The estimated sampling reliability for number of farms and 
farms reporting specified items is given in State Table 28. Data in 
State Tables 29 and 30 are given to assist in determining the gen­
eral level of sampling reliability of estimated totals. In State 
Table 30 a list of the items is given and the level of ~ampling re­
liability af\ f\hown in State Table 29 is indicated. By referring to 
State Table 29 in the column for the level of sampling reliability 
designated in State Table 30, the sampling error according to the 
number of farms reporting may be obtained. State Tables 28 
and 29 show percentage limits, such that the chances ·are about 
2 in 3 that the difference between the estimates based on the 
sample and the figures that would have been obtained from a tab­
ulation for all farms would be less than the limit specified. . How­
ever, the chances are 99 in 100 that the difference would be less 
than two and one-half times the percentage limit given in the table. 

The data in State Tables 28 and 29 indic-ate that when the num­
ber of farms reporting specified items is small, the item totals are 
subject to relatively large sampling errors. Nevertheless, the com­
plete detail for every classification for each item is presented 
to insure maximum usefulness for obtaining estimates for any 
combinations of items that may be desired. Percentage :figures 
and averages derived from the tables will generally have greater 
reliability than the estimated totals; also significant patterns of 
relationship may sometimes be observed even though the individ­
ual data are subject to relatively large sampling errors. 

Method of estimation.-All data shown in this report which are 
based on a sample of farms have been expanded to represent fig­
ures for all farms. These expanded figures were obtained by 
multiplying by five the totals tabulated from the sample for all 
except the large farms, and adding totals for large farms. 

LARGE FARMS 

Plans for the 1950 Census of Agriculture incluaed special pro­
visions to insure the enumeration of all large farm operating units. 
For Census purposes, any farm that met any of five criteria was 
consid1>red a large farm. The criteria are shown i11 the following 
table: 
Criteria 

Western States.1 Other States. 
Land in farms 5,000 acres.or more 1,000 acres or more 
Total cropland (crop-

land harvt\sted +crop-
land pastured+ crop-
land not harvested 
or pastured) 1,000 acres or- more · 750 acres or more 

'.Ariz., ·Calif., Colo., Idaho, Klllll!., Mont., Nebr., Nev., N. Mex., N;Dak., Okla.' 
Oreg,, B. Dak., Tex., Utah, Wash., and· Wyo. 
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Cattle of all ages 
Sheep of all ages 
Value of farm products 

sold or to be sold 

500 or more 
4,000 or more 

200 or morn 
500 or more 

$70,000 or more $70,000 or more 
In Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, and Louisiana, 

and in specified counties in Kent11cky, Maryland, Missomi, North 
Carolina Tennessee, Virginia, Florida, Arkansas, and Toxas, the 
criteria ~pplicd to the totals for the entire landlord-tenant opera­
tion, plantation, or other type of large farm holding. If the land­
lord-tenant operation qualified as a large farm, the home farm 
portion of the landlord-tenant operation was considered a large 
farm even though the home farm operating unit did not itself meet 
the criteria for a large farm. 

PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS 
This report presents data from the 1950 Census of Agriculture 

with comparable data from previous censusmi, beginning with 
1920. Data arc presented for the State, for each connl;y, and for 
State economic areas. I~or each of these areas, the tables present 
some information which is not shown in the tables for either of the 
other areas. 

State tables.-'rhc State tables present data for those items for 
which historical figures arc available for consusos prior to 10,J5. 

, They present data for some items which are not shown in t,)10 
county or State economic area tables; for ox~mplc, taxes and cash 
rent. They ahio show some il>ems from Urn l!l50 Census that arc 
carried in tho county or mate economic area tables for which there 
is additional information (other than historical), for example, 
wage rates. 

County tables.-County tables contain some data. for most of 
the items on the Hl50 Questionnaire. However, they do not con­
tain all the available information; for example, the data for farms 
by size of farm and by tenure of operator are given, in part;, in the 
coun-ty tables but; in greater detail in the St,a.to economic area 
tables. Most data by economic class of farm and by typu of farm 
are not given in tho county tables, but they arc given in thr. Stat<l 
tables and in ·the State economic area tablos. Fm· most. items U10 
available comparable data from the I 945 Census are also shown iu 
these county tables. 

State econQmio area tables.-Theso tables present frequonc1y 
distributions of farms reporting specified items, such as opera.tcmi 
by age, corn by acres harvested, cattle and calves by number on 
hand, etc. They also present, clet:ailcd data on farms and farm 
characteristics by several olaasifical;ions, namely, Hizo of fa!'m, 
tenure of farm operator, ooonomic class of farm, and type of fartn. 
Farm counts ar<l also' shown for classifications wit.bin clas1:1ifications, 
for exampic, size of farm by tenure of operp;tor, size of farm by 
cQonomic class of farm, and size of farm by l:ypc of farm, e1;c. 

Minor civil division tables.-Data for most-of the items inelndecl 
in the 1050 Census were tabulated by minor civil divisions. 'l'lrnso 
are not .included in any published reports. Information for these 
small geographic areas may ho obtained by paying the cost of 
checking t.lie data and preparing st.at.istical tables. 

State economic areas.--Stat.e economic areas represent group­
ings of counties within a State. 'l'he counties comprising a State 
economic area have similar agricultural, demographic, climat.io, 
physiographic, · and cultural characteristics. Basically, St;ato 
eco.nomic areas have been established for the purpose of presenting 
statistics not only for the 1950 Census of Agriculturo but also for 
the Censuses of Population and Housing. In order to establish 
areas for all 3 of these censuses, the '.l:8 States have been subdivided 
into 501 Stateeconomicareas. (For a description of State economic 
areas, see . the Special Report of the 1050 Cuusus entit;lcd 
'.'State Economic Areas: A Descripi;ion of the ProQedure Used in 
Ma.king a Functional Grouping of the Counties in the United 
States.") lt'or the purpose of presenting agricultural stat:istics, 
most metropolitan ateas have been combined with adjacent coo~ 
nomio areas when the number.of farms and agricultural production 

of tho metropolitan area aro of small importance. On tho other 
hand, in a few cases, beoarnrn of significant cliiftironeos ill t,he 
characi;eriflticA of tho agricuUuro within t;he State ouonomic areas, 
some State economic areas have been HlllHiivitlcd in orrkir to pre­
sent statistics for tho Hl50 Co111:1us of Agdcmlture. Outside the 
metropo!it;an areaH, the State economic areas iu gouoral nro the 
8a1i:10 as State type-of-farming arous. J<'or tlto United States, it 
is planned to show clotailocl Htuti;itics for npprQxiniatoly 302 Sta.to 
economic areat:1. A map showing tho Sta.to economic areas to 
whieh thiH report rclat;cs is Hhown at 1•lrn bogimiiug of Chaptnr D 
of. t.his report. 

'l'ho use of State economic areas a11 a unit; for tho proson(;atitm of 
statistics ho.fl maclo J>Oi:ii:libl11 many tabulnt,ion11, by ~iio of form, 
t.cnuro of fa.rm operat,or, economic elasH of form, a.u<~ tylHl of form, 
that, would not havti bmm poHHiblo by oou11tim1 booat1Hc1 of tho coHt 
of tubulaLiou, amount of c1loricl\l work rciquirctl, cost of 1rnhlicm­
tion, and reliability of (,lw dat•a. 8incc tho ccnmticla oomprh:!lug 
ouch State economic urea havci 1:limilar charact·,or!sticH, <lu1.11 for a 
State economic area nuty bo naod for drnrnribing, wW1 romwnable 
acomacy, tlrn oharucl;eri1-1t.ieH of tho agriculture ill oaoh county 
making up the area. 

Co:mpll.l'ability of data for various oensuses.--.. Compnmhility ol' 
1;lrn data may bo affeoted by i;uoh footors l\H tho mont.h in which 
tho onumorntion was mado, Urn dofinitiou ()f u farin, tho wording 
of t;he questions, o(;c. Whon l•lto comparability is ntroctod (iO tm 
appreoiablc oxtonf;, nfontion is mado or Uw diff01•e11001:1 under the 
specific itom. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Definitions and oxplanatio11s am prosoutod only for thoim itoms 
for which t;ho tablo dosoript•i<lllR aro oonsiclorod inaduquato. Tho 
doscriptivo terms and (lxplanrrtious rofor principally to tho 1050 
Consus of Agrioulturc, al1•ho11gh, in gonoral, thoy 1irc also applicable 
to eai·lior oensutios. 'rho dofi11itiious consist primarily of 1i r6sum6 
of the quesl;ionnairo wording, ooeasionally HUr>IJl11moni:od by the 
mo1·0 essential parbi of instruot.ionH given! t;o i.110 omunoratorA. For 
the exact phrasing of tho iuquh-lt1s and of tho im1trnctlm1s i11c1lndod 
on tho quest;iorrnairo, niforonoe Hhould be madn to ·(;he foosimilo of 
tho 1950 Agrioulturo Q110Ation111.ilro shown in tho appendix. 

An analyKiH of ·the i11q11irioa lnolndod on tho qum1l;iom1airus nnd 
of the dnta obtninod iH shown In Volumo II, Gonoml Jfopm·t, Stat.ia­
tics by Subjocts, Unit;ncl Sl~atos Conmrn of Ap;rlonlttll'o, 1050. 
Tho gonoral report J)J'osoni:s sttitlst;lm1 for Stat;tis by sul>joct 
mattor. 

GENERAL FARM b:irrORMATION 

Tho census dato.---~rho 1960 Comma or Agrioultnro was takon 1is 
of April 1, 1950. Jnvontory il;oms rt1foto to approxlmatoly tht.tt 
date. Data on aor()ago and quantity of oropA harvm1tod aro for 
the crop yoar of 1949. Data cm Halos of or<ips rolat,e to Cl'OPB pro­
dnoocl in tho crop year of 19~19; data. on salos of livesl;ook roltite t;o 
tho ealondar year of 19•1-0; data on sales of livestock produot;s 
rolato to the produot:ion ill tho calendar year of 194:9. Although 
t.he sootie>n heading on the qnostlonnairo spoolficd April l for all 
invontory items, the Individual inqnlrloa did not refor to any 
date. Therefore, the r!}plies may roprmrnnt UlC:l date t,ho quost;ion­
nair<lB were filled. 'l'he questionnab·es wol'O geuera.lly filled within 
a fow days following April 1. The not providing for !;hey conaua 
requires that no enumerator bo assigned a larger area t;l1an ho 
can enumerate completely in 80 days from tho census date. Thia 
provision was made for tho purpose .of ensuring promptness lu 
the comple1;ion of Urn omtmcration. I:Iowevor, because of wcathor, 
roads, .or other oond!Molls, a longer )J(lriod may havo boon required 
for the enumeration in some cases. 'l'ho average da1'o of enumer­
ation of tl10 1950 Census for oaoh oouut:y Is given In County Table 
4, l\nd the percentage of farms enumol'atod by va.r.loua dates for 
the State is given in State Table 6. The elate on which the ouumer-
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ator obtained the information required for the census of agricul­
ture may affect the statistics because of changes that occurred 
between the census date and the actual date of enumeration. 

A farm.-lfor the 1950 Census of Agriculture, places of 3 or 
mol'e acres were counted as farms if the value of agricultural 
products in 1949, exclusive of home gardens, amounted to $150 
or more. The agricultural products could have been either for 
home use or for sale, Places of less than 3 acres were cou!lted 
as farms only if the value of sales of agricultural products in 
1949 amounted to $150 or more. Places operated in 1949 for 
which the value of agricultural products in 1949 was less than 
these minima because of crop failure or other unusual situation, 
and places operated in 1950 for the first time were counted as 
farms if no1·mally they could be expected to produce these mini­
mum quantities of farm products. 

All the land under the control of one person or partnership 
was included as one farm. Control may have been through 
ownership, or through.lease, rental, or cropping arrangement. 

The Census enumerator was nc.t given the definition of a farm. 
He was instructed to obtain an agriculture questionnaire for 
every place that the operator considered a farm, for every place 
of 3 or more acres, whether or not it was considered a farm, and 
for certain specialized operations regardless of the size of the 
place. The specialized operations include greenhouses and nurser­
ies, places having 100 or more poultry, or on whieh 300 or more 
dozen eggs were produced in 1949, and places with 3 or more 
hives of bees. Thus, agriculture questionnaires were filler] for 
more places than those that qualified as farms. 

The determination as to which reports were to be included in the 
tabulations as representing farms was made during the processing 
of the questionnaires in Washington. This procedure was followed 
in order that uniform criteria could be applied. · 

For the 1945 and earlier censuses of agriculture, the definition 
of a farm was somewhat. more inclusive. Census enumerators 
were provided with the definition of a farm and were instructed to 
fill reports only for those places which met the criteria. l<'rom 
1925 to 1945, farms for Census purposes included places of 3 or 
more acres on which there were agricultural operations, and places 
of less than 3 acres with agricultural products for home use or 
for sale with a value of $250 or more. For places of 3 or more 
acres, no minimum quantity of agricultural production was required 
for purposes of enumeration; for places of under 3 acres all the 
agricultural products valued at $250 or more may have been for 
home use and not for sale. The only reports excluded from the 
tabulations were those taken in error and a few with very limited 
agricultural production such as only a small home garden, a few 
fruit trees, a very small flock of chickens, or the like. In 1945, 
reports for 3 acres or more with limited agricultural operations _ 
were retained if there were 3 or more acres of cropland and pasture, 
or if the value of products in 1944 amounted to $150 or more when 
there was less than 3 acres of cropland and pasture. 

The definiUon of a farm in the 1920 Census was similar to that 
used from 1925 to 1940 but was somewhat more inclusive. In 
that year, farms of less than 3 acres with products valued at less 
than $250 were to be included, provided they required the 
continuous services of at least one person. 

Because of changes in price levels, the $250 limit for value of 
products for farms under 3 acres resulted in the inclusion of 
varying numbers of farms at the several censuses. 

The change in the definition of a farm resulted in a decrease in 
the number of farms, largely in those of 3 or more acres in size. 
Places of 3 or more acres with a value of agricultural products of 
less than $150 were not counted as farms in the 1950 Census. In 
some cases, these places would have been counted as farms if the 
criteria used in 1950 had been the same as those used in previqus 
censuses. The change in definition had no appreciable effect on 
the data for livestock or crops as the total agricultural production 

,,. 
for such places would usually account, fm lt::-lK ti~ 
total for a county or State. . 1 

An appraisal of the effects on tho ::;(.nt.iH(,h•1< 1'( 
definition of a farm is included in Vnltmw l t " 
Statistics by States, United States ClH\HllH of ,'\ 

Enumeration of land located in mol'e than 01i'• • 

an individual farm may be located in t;wo 11t ~ • 1 
such oases the entire farm was e111111rnr1ttn1l iu 111• ~ 
the farm operator lived Oil the farm, Llw ran11 , .. 
the county in which tho farm operator livtHl. 1 

1 did not live on the farm, the figures for t.hn f11nu ' 
in the county in which the farm honclq111Ll'll'l'f'" .. ; there was any question as to tho lm•tit Inn of I 
the farm, the farm and all the dat;a for it, htt\'1• J • •" 
county in which moRt of the land wnH 10011l\'1L 

Farm operators.-A "farm opemLm" iH a pt·r· ''': 
farm either performing the labor him~olf m• tilt'<'~ 
He may be .an owner, a hired managor, m· ti l PHI t •; 

oropper. If he rents land to othorH Ill' ha~ 1111•~ t 
by others, he is listed as the operator of oul,v f 
retains. In the case of a partnership, 0110 11n•111 l '

1 

the operator. The number of farm llJH'l'ltt11rr" 
same as the number of farms. 

Farms reporting or operators reporting, 1' 
reporting or operators reporting, bnKntl on 11 t 111 • l 1 1 
represent the number of farms, or fttrl\\ upt•1·1t I~ 
specified item was reported. For t1x11111plci, it' 
farms in a county and only 1,405 hatl tihit•l.t•li' 
months old, the 11111nber of farms r<ipmt inµ; l'hld" ~ • 
The difference in the total number of ftll'lll>', u 1 

farms reporting an item, represent,8 t.hn 1111mh1• 1· 

ing that item, provided the inquiry wn~ 11n~w••r 
all farms. 

For some of the items, such as Uw ago of ••I 
reports Should have been Obtained fol' till r111'1t H'1 

for the number not reporting. 'l'hoHtl fonw,, 
reporting indicate the extent of tho int\omplt>I « t 1 

for the item. 
Figures for farms reporting or OJHlml.tH'H 1·1•1 u 

tabulation for only a sample of farmH, l't1prt•Hl'll I t 

from the sample, not the actual nnml>nr or fa1·u P•• 
ators reporting. In a few cases, tlw l\Nl.iumll., ( 
the actual number of farms or famt op11rnt1•n». 
State. 

Land owned, rented, and managed. .'!'lw ht 11., 

each farm was determined by askiuµ; t.l1t1 11\1111 l ~~ 
the acres rented from or worked on 1-1lmrc1>1for1q 1 
rented to or worked on shares by ot.lwr;1, 'l'h"' 
were obtained by adding the acres ow1wr! 11111! ''-•• 

worked on shares by others, and snbtrnr.t.lng I la~, 
worked on shares by others. In caso of II lllllllttt.:t1 
in charge was asked the total acrengo tnt\111~~"• t 
From this total managed acreage wnA H11ht-,r1ui t,, 
age which was rented to or croppod by othht> 
figures for land owned, land rented from ot.lwr>t. 1 
by farm operators include land rentocl l.,o ot.111 1 1·~ l 

In earlier censuses, the enumerntor wnH ht><!\'\ l 
land rented from others and to exclmlo all lt11,, 1 

He recorded only that portion of tho noro11go ll\V 1 \ 

rented from others which was rotalnnd hy t 1 
Thus, the land included in each farm WllK OHM'"'t~ 
that included in the 1950 Census. 

Land owned.-Land owned includoH all ltwq \ 
or his wife, or both, hold under title, 1nn·ohall11 t' 
law, or as one of the heirs, or as a (,r111>tiie of l\

1
t
1 

Land rented from others.-Lancl rentod frt, 
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land worked on shares for others, and land used rent free, as well as 
all land rented or leased under other arrangomentR. Grazing land 
used under government permit waH not included, 

Land rented to others.-Mauy farm operators ront llwcl to 
others. For the most part, this laud rented to others represents 
agricultural land1::1 but it alHo includes tracts rented for resident.ial 
or other purposes. When land is leased, rented, or cropped on 
shares, t.he tenant or cropper is considered the farm operator oven 
though his landlord may exorcise supervision over his operations. 
The landlord iH considered as operating only that riortfon of the 
land not assigned to tenmrtH or croppers. 

Land area.-'l'he approximate land urea reported for 1050 for 
States and countie1::1 is, in general, the i-mme as t.lrnt reported for the 
1945 and 1940 Ccrnmses. Chango:,i sincn HMO rcprmmnt. change::; in 
boundary, actual chauge1::1 in land area due to the eo11Htruction of 
reservoirs, etc. The fignrcB for Hl·10 represent a complete re-meaH­
urement of the United Stato;i and therefore ma~r be at vitrfanco 
with the figures shown for earlier censusmi. 

Land in farms,-Tho acreiigo doHignatcd "Janel in farms" 
includes considerable areas of land 11ot actually under cultivttt.ion 
and some land not miccl for pasture or grazing. All woodland and 
wasteland owned by farm operators, or included in tracts rented 
from others, is iucluc~ed as land in farms unless such land was 
held for other than agricultural purpot-ies, or unless t.he acreage of 
such land held by a farm opm•at.or was unusually large. If tho 
total acreage of land owned, rented, or managed by a farm operator 
was 1,000 or more (5,000 or more in the WeHt.ern Stat:os) iu1d 
·less than 10 percent of tho total was used for cropR, or for pasture 
o.r grazing, or wal') rented to othnrs, any woodland not grazed and 
aily wasteland, in exccsH of the acreage used for agricultural 
purposes, wore excluded from tho farm area. 

'.£xcept for open range ancl grazing lauds used under govormneut 
per.init, all grazing laud was to ho included as land in farms. 
Land used rent froc >vas to bo included with land rentod from 
othe~·s: Grazing lands operated by grazing a1:1so. eiat.ions wero to 
be r~t11rneq in t.hc nam(l of tho managor in chargo. All land in 
Indian l'Csorvations used for growing crops, or grazing liveBtook, 
was to be iucludod, Laud in Indian re1:1ervations not n11wrtod 
by individual Indians or nob routed 1;o non-Indians waH to be 
reported in the name of i;110 coopora1;ivo group using th(l land. 
Thus, in some inst.ancos the mrtiro rei:im·v1vt•ion w11s report.eel iu1 
one farm. 

Land in farms according to use.-Litml in farmH was clnssified 
according to how it was rnwd .in lll4Jl, TheRc classes of land aro 
mutually cxclnsivc, i. c., each aero of land wns includml only 
once even though it may have had more than one uAe .in Hl<Hl. 

The classes arc as follows: 
Cropland harvested.-This includes land from which orop1::1 

were harvest;ed; land from which hay (including wild hay) waH 
cut; and Janel in small fruits, orchards, vineyards, nurscrieH, 
and greenhouses. Land from which two or mort\ crops woro 
report.eel as harvested was to be counted only once. 

The reported figure was chockocl for each farm by adding 
the acreages of the individual crops reported and snbt:ractinp; 
the acres of land from which two crops were harvesLocl. 

Cropland used only for pasture,-Iu th() , 1950 Census tho 
enumcratoi·'s inst;ruotiorrn stated that. 1·ot11;tion pasture and 
all other cropland that waK nRccl only for pas(;um wore to trn 
included under this. item. No furt;her clefinit.ion of cropland 
pastmccl was given the form opoJ'atol' or Census enumei·ator. 
Permanent open pasture may 1;herefere have boon included 
under this item or under "01;her pas Lure" depending on whether 
the enumerator or farm operiitor c-ousidered it; as cropland or 
othei· laud. , 

The figures for 1045 and earlier censuses arc uo1; entiroly 
comparable wlt;h those for l!l50. In 1045, the figures include 
only cropland used solely for pasture in l!l'l'b that had bmm 
:r.lowed within the preceding seven years. 'l'he figures for ,thiR 
Jtem for the Censuses of 1940, 1935, and Hl25 arc more nearly 
comparable with thOB<:l for t,he Census of 1950, as they include 

land pastnrorl which coul<l have hewn plowocl ttnd mmd for 
crops without adclitfonal clearing, dmininp;, or irrigttLing. 

Cropland not harvested and not pastured.-··-This itmu includes 
idle cropland, Janel in sui!-improvmnn11t, m·opH only, land on 
which nil cr<>pH failed, land HOCHlcid t.o cn·opti for harvoHt after 
HMO, nnd cultivated HlllllttWr fallow. 

In the Wm~tnrn Stat,oH, oro1ilarnl uot. harvnHtcil and not 
paHttll'od haH boon 11ubilivido<l to :;how cult.ivatod summor 
fallow Ropartttdy. 

Cultivated summer fallow.--Oultivnt.ncl Htmmu1r fallow in~ 
cludmi croplnnd 1Yltiolt wnH plowucl ftnd cmll.iv1il;o<! hut. foft 
llllHtwdml for HOVll!'Hl n1m1tJ1H t.o cont.rot woorl11 nncl (lOUHorvo 
moil'lt.m·o. No land from whiuh cropH worn Jmrvt~Htoc.l during 
l\l·Hl wt1s to bu inclndl\d lll\dm t.hiH it.mn. 

Other c1·opland,--,·1'hi;; hwludNl idlo (1roplm11l, lnrnl in 1:1011~ 
imprnvomont. nropH only, hind 011 whiuh nil <lt'OJlH fnilnd, and 
land ~mm!od t.o crop/'! for luwvnHt· !\ft.or llH\), 

Woodland pasturecl.--···ThiH incltuhis 1111 womlland Lluit waH 
nRetl for JlUH(,\ll'e or p;m;r,inp; in llM!J. No dof\nit<ioB of wooclltmcl 
WllH p;i\ro11 in lllf>O (o oitlwr form O)Wl'lt(.Ol'H ()]' {'.011Hl1H OllUlllOl'll(:m'H 
excnpt. nn im;(,l'll<'Lion to tm111um•n(,!lJ'H 1101. to i1wludo lll'llHh JlllH­
t11rn wi woodl1t11tl. Homn of Lhn olmnp,·oH from ono coltH\IH t,o 
a1101.I10r n1ny uwroly rnprmHmL dilform100:; in i11(;or111·11tMfon of th!l 
memiing of woodlnud. 

Woodland not pastured,,-··ThiH includeH all wvocihlnd which 
WHH not llHml fnr tHtHl;urn or grnziuµ; in l\Hll. lhtllHtmllv lingo 
t,raotH uf l'.illlbtlr land roJHH'tml ttH woodlm1rl not. llllHt.m•c;cl woro 
oxcluclnd from tho (.1tllull1(,jo11H of Jnnd in forms wlwn ii. Wl\H 
ovid()l1t t.lmt sueh l!rnd wn:-i hold primarily for 11m111griln1l!',m•al 
purpOH(lH. 

Other pr1sture (not oroplancl and not woodland),, !rhiH i11-
cludm1 rough irnd bruHll land pMt,urod and • ttn,v ot.Jwr lnnd 
pa11turocl whioh the r0Hpondtn1t. ditl not; tiou:;i<ltn• ttH eiUwr wood­
land or croriland. Vor tllo l\Hii Cm1HUH thi:-1 itt'm iK llHll'tl inolu­
~!ivo foau for 11)130 bmmwm itll 11onwoocllmul pm;t.uro not. plowml 
wit,hiu t;Iw })!'(\Ceding 7 yolll'H \\'ai'l irwhulPd. li'OI' llw 1 IHO 
Cm11rnH and Oltl'lior yNtrH tlw 1igm·o11 111·0 111ot·o uorwly cio1111uimlllo 
wit.11 thoHe for lDliO, ox cop[, (.hat t.he Hom mn.y bn Honww lat lc\HH 
inch1Hive aR laud wltid1 eoui<l luwn ht!(\11 plowt1cl mid u:;c•tl for 
m·opH wit;hont, ndc!Hfonal clonrinp;, clrni11i11p;, or il'l'ip;1ii·.ing wttH 
ol1tHHUlml tiH plowallln !H\Ht.1u·n (Hlwwn itH l\l'opl11.11tl tlHCld only for 
!HtHl•1trc in Urn t;ablus). 

Other lnnd (house lots, wasteland, eto.)-·-!I'hi1:1 itrnu iuclndoH 
nll ltonHo JotH, lrnrn lotH, lltnoH, rottchi, dituhmil nnrl w1111t.Qlttrnl. [(, 
lncln<kH nil land wltioh clO<!K not liolcmg \lilt ell' 1rny of Chu 01-,lrnr 
lnncl-nsn chtHHHA. 

In ndclitfon to (;he nomplnl,<1 (1lnHHific:at.lon of liuid in ftWlllH 

nceorcliup; to 11Ho, tho tnhk1H nli;o prt1Hont• d1it1t for (,Jm\ll broadc1r or 
HU!llmary clnHHUiCM.iunH. ' 

Figures aro i;hown for 1.lw follow.inµ; Hummm')' dnHKili(lltt.io1.1H: 

Cropland, total.-,·-·'.l'hhi i1wlt1dm1 nroplmul harvt1Htl1d, m·o\1Jn11d 
nHocl 011\y for p1tHt.111•11, 1i111l twn1>ltt1ttl not lmrv11Ht,111l 1rn1 no(, 
pn,;turml. 

Pasture, totaL-,-<L'hf.H inelud<'H cirupl11ntl 111-1nd only for JJHHtlll'o, 
woodl!ttHl paHt;uro<I, nlHl otlwr pnH[,\ll'(1 (no[, c1ropln11d trn(I Ht>~ 
wooclln.11cl). 

Woodlnncl, totnl.--.,TJiiH i11el11dt1H woodhuHl ll!\lf[,111·ed 1ind 
woo(!land no(', paRt.nrod. 

Value of land and builclings,· , . .rrhn vnllw to ho J'l')Hll'kil wnM t:lw 
ttpproximat.o amount fur \v!lilih (,ho land t1nd Urn llnildi11p;H oll i(, 
would Holl. '.L'hiK it,om waH o\i[,niJrn(I for only n HJtmplo ol' (.lw f1mnH; 
howevor, tho valul\ wnH not. rnport,od rm· nil t.hu farmH uomrn·iHlng 
t.110 samplo. Only (".110 avort1go vnlun iwr farm .aucl thn 1worttµ;o per 
aero for t.Jrn farms roportfog arl1 p;ivon. 'l'ltn pro port ion of tho 
fnrrnH and (',ho propor(',!on of (\\W 1£111d ill fttrll1il fol' wltio]J Vl\lllOl:l 

wore roported, proviclo an irnlicttt.i()ll or tho i11c\Hnpl11tcllH1HH of tho 
rcpor(;ing of Lhi11 itmn. '.L'lw:;o p1·oporl;imu; w11ro o\Jt,ainod by 
clividlup; the estimat.e of formH and of land in farmH, for which 
values would have boen roportocl in a ciomphit.(l 01111moration, by 
Urn tot;al cotml; of farms i1nd lane! In farrn'4, nispuc1t.ivoly, aH ol>tliinod 
in the tabuhitiou of till fnrmH, Porocmtn.gmi of approximat,oly 100 
poroeu(; J11dicn(;o (,ha(; tho V!tl\lCl of Jnucl ttnd httildi11p;ri Wl\.H l'tl}lOl'ted 
for all 01• 1\lm1'ly all t.llo farn1H wllit1ll won1 lnc\ll<lod in th<' sample. 
In en.so Urn p1·01)ortion of farmfl or Lho pl'llportion of Jund in farms 
is less than 100 pel'cont, i•eforeuco should bo mndo to tho statement 
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of raliability of the sample estimate to determine whether this devi­
ation is the result of the sampling procedure or of underreporting. 

Age of operator.-Farm operators were classified by age into 
six ege groups. The average age of farm operators was calculated 
b; •.!ividing the total of the ages of all farm operators reporting 
age by the number of farm operators reporting. 

Residence of farm opera.tor.-Farm operators were classified by 
residence on the basis of whether or not they lived on the farm 
operated. Some of those not living on the farm operated lived 
on other farms. When a farm operator rented land from others, 
or worked land on shares for others, and was permitted the use of 
a dwelling as part of the rental arrangement, the enumerator's 
instructions were to consider the dwelling a part of the farm oper­
ated. The dwelling assigned might be on a tract other than that 
assigned for crops. Since some farm operators Jive on their farms 
only a portion of the year, comparability of the figures for various 
censuses may be influenced to some extent by the date of the 
enumeration. In a few cases the enumerator failed to indicate the 
residence of the farm operator. Differences in the figures for total 
farms and those for operators by residence represent under­
enumeration of this item. 

Years on present farm (year began operation of present farm).­
The data on years on present farm and year began operation of 
present farm were secured on the basis of the inquiry, "When did 
you begin to operate this place?---------- ----------·" The 

(Month) (Year) 

time of year that farmers move is shown by a breakdown of the 
data for those farm operators who began to operate their present 
farms within a year of the census date by the month they began 
to operate their farffiB. The tabulation of years on present farm 
at each census is based on the calendar year the operator began 
operating his farm. Because of differences in the date for various 
censuses the figures are not entirely comparable from one census 
to another. 

Off.farm work and other income. -Many farm operators receive 
a part of their income from sources other than their farms. The 
1950 AgriculLure QuestionnAire included several inquiries relating 
to work off the farm and nonfarm income. These inquiries called 
for work off the farm by the farm operator; work off the farm by 
other members of the operator's family; and income from other 
sources, such as sale of products from land rented out, cash rent, 
boarders, old age assistance, pensions, veterans' allowances, unem­
ployment compensation, interest, and help from other members of 
the operator's family. Another inquiry asked whether the income 
from off-farm work and other sources was greater than the total 
value of all agricultural products sold from the farm in 1949. Off­
f?rm work includes work at nonfarm jobs, businesses, or profes­
s10ns, whether performed on the farm premises or elsewhere; also 
work on someone else's farm for pay or wages. Exchange work 
was not to be included. 

The purposes of these four inquiries were (1) to obtaih infor­
mation in regard to the extent that farm operators performed off­
f~rm work. and their dependence on other income, and (2) to pr~­
v1de a baslS for th~ classification of farms by economic class (See 
Farms by economic class, p. xrx). The intent of the inquiry in 
~egard to wh~the~ or not a member of the family had a uonfarm 
JOb, and the mqmry regarding income of the farm operator from 
nonfa~ sources was to obtain more accurate replies to the inquiry 
rega.rdmg the relation~hip of the income from off-farm work and 
other sourceyi to the total value of all agricultural products sold. 

~pe~ed !acilities.-The 1950 Agriculture Questionnaire con­
tamed 1nquiri~ regarding telephones, electricity, electric water 
pmn~, elec~c hot water heaters, home freezers, and electric 
washing ma.chmes. These inquiries were asked for only a sample 
of the fann.s. 

In 1950 t~; inquines for electric facilities read, "Do you have 
? followed by each of the specified electric facilities 

and equipment. The electric water pump was to include any on 
the place whether used for the home, for irrigation, for watering 
livestock, or for other purposes. 

Specified equipment on fa.rms.-In the 1950 Census the infor­
mation on farm equipment was obtained for only a sample of farms. 
Wheel tractors were to include home-made tractors but were not 
to include implements with built-in power units such as self-pro­
pelled combines, powered buck rakes, etc. In reporting motor­
trucks and automobile&, "pick-ups" and truck-trailer combinations 
were to be reported as trucks. School buses were not to be re­
ported, and jeeps and station wagons were to be included as 
motortrucks or automobiles, depending on whether they were 
used for hauling or as passenger vehicles. 

For farms with motortrucks, tractors, and automobiles, data 
were also secured on the year of model of the newest motortruc}l'., 
tractor, and automobile, respectively. For tractors, the figures for 
year of newest model are limited to wheel tractors (tractors other 
than garden or .crawler). The inquiry for wheel tractors called 
for reporting "HM" for home-made tractors in lieu of the year of 
model of the newest wheel tractor. The count of home-made 
tractors on farms represents the minimum number of home-made 
tractors since a home-made tractor representing a second, third, 
etc., tractor on the farm would not be included. For farms 
with two or more motortrucks, wheel tractors, and automobiles, 
respectively, it is not possible to classify the second, third, etc., 
motortruck, tractor, or ~utomobile since the inquiry was limited 
to the year of model of the newest unit. 

For 1950 and 1940, no estimate of the year of model of the new­
est moto:r:truck, tractor, and automobile was made if this item was 
not reported; for 1945, the farms not reporting the year of newest 
model were distributed in accordance with the year of model for 
vehicles for which the year of model was reported. For 1940, the 
figures on year of newest model for tractors are for all types of 
tractors. 

Classi:lication of farms by class of work power.-Farms have 
been grouped by class of work power on the basis of whether horses 
mules, or tractors were reported. This classification does not 
present an entirely accurate picture of the work power used on all 
farms. For some farms, all the work power may be furnished by 
the landlord and for some farms all the work power may be hired. 
Thus, farms hiring all of the work power from others and those 
having it furnished are shown as having no work power. 

Farm labor.-The farm labor inquiries for 1950 called for the 
number of persons doing farm work or chores on the place during 
the calendar week preceding the enumeration. Inasmuch as the 
enumeration occurred over a period of several weeks the calendar 
week preceding the enumeration is not the same for all farms. 
(Farms classified by period of enumeration are shown in State 
Table 6. The average date of enumerati6n is shown by counties 
in County Table 4.) · 

Farm work was to include any work, chores, or planning neces­
sary to the operation of the farm or ranch business. Housework 
and contract construction work were not to be included. 

Separate figures were obtained for operators working, unpaid 
~embers of the operator's family working, and hired persons work­
mg; Operators were considered as working if they worked 1 or 
more hours, unpaid members .of the· operator's family if they 
';orked ~5 or more hours, and hired persons if they worked any 
time durmg the week preceding the enumeration. The inquiries 
and the instructions did not contain any specifications regarding 
the age of the pei,:sons to be reported. · · 

The data shown for 1945, .1940, and 1935 on numbers of workers 
?n farms a.re not fully comparable, primarily because of differences 
m the penod to which such data relate. For the 1945 and 1935 
Censuses, the numbers of farm workers are for the first week in 
January. The data for 1940 relate to the last week in March. 
In 1945, 1940, and 1935 only persons working the equivalent of two 
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or more days during the specified week were to be included. In 
1945 and 1940, only workers 14 years old and over were to be 
included. In 1935, as in 1950, there was no ago limit. In 1940 
and in 1935, no instructions ·were issued to include farm chores a.':! 
farm labor. 

Regular and seasonal workers.-I-Iired persons working on the 
farm during the week preceding the enumeration were classed aH 
"regular" workers if the period of expected employment was 150 
days or more during the year, and 118 "seasonal" workers if the 
period of expected employment was loss than 150 days. If tho 
period of expected employment was not reported, the period of 
employment was estimated after taking into account such items as 
the wethod of payment, wage rates, perquisites, expe!lC!iturus for 
labor in 1049, and the type and other characteristics of the farm. 

Hired workers by basis of payment.-I-Iirod pursons working on 
the farm the week preceding the cnmnoration were also clm;:,;ified 
accordi"ng to the bMiH of payment. 

The questionnaire eallod for the mnnbcrs of hired workers paid 
on a monthly basis, on a weekly basis, on a daily basis, on nn hourly 
basis, and on a piecework ba1-1i1-1. 'FignreH for hired workers fot• 
whom the basis of payment was not reported aro l:lhown separately, 

Wage rates and hours worked.-The mtc of pay and the homs 
thitt workers were expected to work to earn this pay were allked for 
each class of worker except those working on a piecework basis. 
The avemge hours worked and the average wage rates roprnsont 
per worker averages obtained for farms reporting both wage rates 
aud hours worked. 

Perquisites furnished hired workers.-Farm opomtors wt\rn 
asked to report what itoms other than cash wages were received lly 
the workers for each basis of payment by indicating ono or more of 
the following: (1) house, (2) board and room, (3) other, and 
(4) none. If ti farm had 2 or more hired workers with tho snme 
basis of cash payme11t, 110 provision was mac!o for reporting 
separately those receiving different perq11isitcs. 

House furnished.-Farms reportfog workers furnished 
"house" include those which also report "board and room" or 
"other" in addition to repor~ing "hou~o" furnished. 

:Board and room furnished,-li'arms reporting workers fur­
nished "board and room" include those reporting "board and 
room" and those rcpor1;ing "board and room" and "othur." 
They do not include fa.rm:,; reporting "board and room" nm! 
"house." 

''Other'' furnished.-Farrns reporting workers fumishud 
"other" than board and room or hou:,;e include only those roport­
ing "other." Thotio reporting "board mid room" or "house" 
arc not inclnded. 

No perquisites f11rnished,-l"arms reporting workers fur­
nished no perquisites includ<i only [;hose farms wHh a report of 
"none." This count does not inolude farmfl furnishing perqui­
sites 1;o some workers in a particular class and no porquisitmi to 
others; nor docs it ineluclo farms for which the inquiry was no(; 
answered. 

Specified farm expenditures,-DatLL on farm expenditures wCJre 
obtained only for selected Homs. J.i'or tenant-operated farms tho 
expenditures wore to include those made by tho landlord as well as 
those made by the ·tenn11t. However, in laudlord-tenant areas 
(where the Laudlord~Tenant Operntions Questionnaire was used) 
all tho specified expendii;uros made by the landlord were some­
times reported 011 the agriculture quesi;ionnaire filled for the 
homo farm, i. e., the 111ind retained by tho landlord and not reported 
on tho questionnaires filled for the tenants. In such. instances no 
~ttempt was made to prorate the expenditures. Therefore, in tho 
presentation of data by vo.rious classlfieo:tions of farms, the expend­
itures shown for a particular group of farms may not always be 
.relai:ed to the agricultural operations shown for those farms. 

Expenditures f9r machine hire were to include any labor included 
in the cost of such machine hire. Mnchiue .hire refers to custom 
machine work such as trMtor hire, threshing, combining, silo 
filling, baling, ginning, plowing, and Hpraylng. If part; of the farm 

product was given as pay for machine hire, the valuo of tile produetH 
traded for this service wa1:1 to bt1 included int.ho amount of expendi­
tures reported. '!'he cost of trucking, freighl;, and oxpres1:1 wnH not 
to bo included. 

Jn reporting the a!llO\lllt S)lOll t for hired Jab Or Oil Jy Oil.Sh 

payments woro to be iucluded. I~xponditlll'QS fo1· hommwork and 
contract const.ruotion work wurc IlO"t to bo iuoludod. 

ExpendituroA for food woro to. iucludo tlw oxpondl"LuroH for 
pasture, 1:1alt, ooudimou·ts, oonoontratoH, 1ind mil1<)l'f'l Hnpph.llllOlltfl, 
a1:1 well as for grniu, hay, and millfoech1. Bxpouditlll'<lli for gr.lading 
and mixing foeclH woro nli-10 to be iucludod. Bxpe11dita1rm1 m11dc1 by 
11 ten111rt to hiH landlord for f(l(id grown on tho land rentod by the 
tenant; were not ·to be includod. 

I<;xpenc!iturm; for purohttHo of livmitook and pouHry wuro to 
iuoludo amount1:1 :;pout for 1mreh1tHO of baby ehielrn, ponltH, 
chickemi, "tl1rkoyH, dmnosti<I rnl>bh:-i, fur-boarinf.( nnimnlH kopt in 
cnptivit,y, and beoH, aH wcill aH t.lrn o.mouut, i;ponl; for hot'HOH, mnloi:i, 
cntt.lo, hogt-1, Hlrnop, oxon, and gontH. 

1 
1•;xponditurm:1 fol' gaHoliue and o!;lwr pot.rolmun fnol and oil wore 

to include only thoHo HHed for tlw farm b11:;inoHH. Plit.rolnum 
produo"tH ui;ed for ptemmrn, or m1od oxolmiivoly in "tho f1irm homo 
fo1· Jwnt;ing, L\Ooking, and ligMiug, werci mit t.o ho inoluclo<l. 

J~xpendituroH for socch:1, bulb1:1, plantA, and fa•oefl worn to inoluclo 
only ·tho cash outlay. 

Exponditurei:1 fol' t.mt!tor n1pairs and for ot,hor form machinery 
repairH wern to iucltHfo t.ho amount :;pmrl; for ropail'ing ~l>ot.h ltihor 
11ind part:-i) and the amonnt, Hpont, for rop1d1· parl.H imd ot.Jwr r<1plaC10· 
mtmt ptirts. l•:xponclituros for t.iMH, tuhrn-1, plom1haros, blnck-
1m1iUliup;, and tho liko worn to b\1 iucludLHi. J~xponcUtm·eH for 
motor(;r11ok and ant.omobilo rnpairH woro nut to he included. 

Farm mortgages .. ·-D1itn on farm 111urtg1ip;rni m·o pro14011ta1d in 
Volume II, Gonoral H.oport. ThiH informiiMon iH not; ln()Jncfod in 
thiH l'Clj)Ol't. 

Farm taxes.--··--'l'he 1050 QuPHt.iotmnit·o <1011Lninml two inqu.irlt\H 
011 farm taxoH a1:1 follow~: 

"What WM t.hti t;otal !tllHHmt, of proport;y t.axoH pni<l (m pnyablci) 
in 104:1) on all property ownc\ll lly you? .. " .. , .. $.-·-··-"'·----
0 None roquirod, (Dol1111·s only) 

(Include only tiixos on rntil nHttLto and J)(ll'Honnl in·opnrt.y. Do not 
include taxmi for <lminago clfotriet1:1.) 

(a) Of thiH l,oj;a,J, Wht\t, Wl\H [·,ho tUllOllll(i of l'.!\XOH Oll [,}!() Jtmd and 
hnildlugs? .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. $.~-------·--· [.J Nol; Hhown 
sc1parntoly cm tax hill." (lloll11t·~ only) 

1'hiH informnt.ion wm; oht.aitw<l only for ownorH who Wtlr<l oporntlng 
forum. 

011.Sh rent.---··'.l'lw iufurm1itio11 011 lllLHh mnt roltitnH lo tmumti; and 
to (;hoHe part ownors who l'l!portml t;ho.t. thoy paid lll\Hh aK rent for 
"tlrn portion of thoir farm rontod ancl rciportod no othor rental 
armugement;. 'l'he informn;Mon was t1Lbulnted only when both 
valuo of land and hnilding1:1 n.ncl the amount; of c1uih rout wero 
reported. 

faIUOATION 

Irrigated land is that to whioh wat.01• is aripllecl hy artificial 
moans for agricultural purposes, Data for totnl acreage lrrlgat:ed 
a11d for acreage irrigated by sprinklers are shClWn for all Stivt·,es. 
Iii sprinkler irrlgat.ion i;ho wntm· lH sprayod from st.ntfonary 01· 

revolving sprinklers or plpuH c\it;her overhead 01• on l•ho surface 
of tl~o gi·otmd. 

Additional data on irrigation wcro obt.nlnocl fo1• Arfaoun, Arkan~ 
sas, Califomta, Colorado, I~lol'kla, Idaho, l\:ansa;i, I..ouiHiaua, 
Mont.aha, Nob1·aska, Nevada, Now Moxie<>, NorU1 Dakol•n, OklaM 
homo., Oregon, South Dakota, 'J\h:as, Utah, Wnt:ihington, and 
Wyoming. 

Statistics on the irrigation workH which suppliotl il'rigatlou wal;or 
wore collected in ·the Census o'f lrrlgo.tion au cl aro pu blM10cl in 
Volume III, Irrlgalfop of Agr!oultural J,a11cl'1. This volumo n.lso 
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l!ontalm: some additional data on irrigation which were collected 
in the 11150 Census of Agriculture. · 

Irrigated farms.-Irrigated farms are farms reporting any land 
irrigated in 1949. Data on land in irrigated farms, and land in 
irrigated farms according to use include the entire acreage of land 
in thEse farms, whether irrigated or not. 

Land in farms irrigated.-Land in farms irrigated relates only 
to that part of the land in irrig?-ted farms to which water was ap­
plied in 1949. That part of the land which was irrigated by sprin­
klers is shown separately. 

Irrigated land in farms according to use.-The classification of 
irrigated land in farms according to use in 1949 accounts for all the 
irrigated land in farms, i.e., the sum of several uses equals the total 
irrigated acreage. The subclas;;es of irrigated pasture are not 
entirely comparable with the subclasses of all pasture in farms. 

Irrigated cropland harvested represents that part of the crop­
land harvested to which water was applied in 1949. Statistics for 
individual crops which were wholly irrigated in the 20 Western 
States are shown in County Table 5a. If only a part of the acre­
age in a given crop on a particular farm was irrigated, the informa­
tion for such acreage is not included in that table. In most of the 
States, the acreage in these .Partly irrigated crops represents only 
a small proportion of the total acreage of irrigated crops. 

Irrigated pasture is that portion of the total land pastured to 
which water was applied in 1949. 

Irrigated wild grass pasture is irrigated pasture consisting pre­
dominantly of original stands of grasses native to the locality or 
re-established stands of such grassmi. Much of the irrigated wild 
grass pasture is included in other pasture (not cropland and not 
woodland). 

Irrigated tame grass pasture is irrigated pasture consisting pre­
dominantly of grasses not native or wild in the locality and of 
alfalfa and clove.rs. Much of the irrigated tame grass pasture was 
classed by farm operators as cropland used only for pasture. 

LIVESTOCK 

The questionnaire used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture pro­
vided for an inventory of all the important kinds of animals and 
poultry 0~1 farms and ranches. Except for sheep and goats and 
the unit of meaRure for milk sold, the inquiries on livestock were 
uniform for all States. The questionnaire called for the number 
of the various kinds of auimals and poultry on the farm as of April 
1, Hl50. Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report live­
stock belo11ging to the farms and ranches but grazing in national 
forests, grazing districts, or on open range. Livestock were to be 
enumerated on the farm or ranch on which thev were located on 
April 1, regardless of ownership. However, it .is known that to 
some degree the number of livestock or poultry reported on a farm 
or ranch depends upon the date the questionnaire is filled rather 
than the number on the farm or ranch at the date specified by the 
questionnaire. This characteristic in the reporting of livestock 
and poultry numbers has no sig11ifica11t influence on county and 
State totals unless the enumeration extends over a considerable 
period of time. In order to assh;t the user in appraising the data 
on livestock numbers the average date of enumeration for each 
county is given in County Table 4. 

The la.'lt seven censuses of agriculture beginning with 1920 have 
been taken either as of April 1 or January 1. The censuses taken 
in the years ending in "0" have been taken as of April 1, except the 
1920 Census which was taken as of January 1, while the censuses 
taken in the years ending in "5" have been taken as of January 1. 
An enumeration made in April results fa inventorv totals that 
differ considerably from the totals of an enumeration made in 
January. In most area.s a large number of animals are born be­
tween January and April. On the other hand, a considerable num­
ber of older an~mals are sold or die during the 3-roonth period, 
January to A~ril. Then too, in the range States, sheep and cattle 
are move~, with the change in season and grazing condition, from 
one locality and county to another for grazing. This movement 

may affect the comparability of data for counties and in BOID•! 

cases for States. Comparability of the data on the number of live­
stock and poultry has also been affected by changes in age groupin1~ 
and questionnaire inquiries from census to census. State Table 
11 presents a description of the different age, sex, and other group1:1 
of livestock and poultry for each censi.:.s from 1920 to Hl50. 

Milk cows· cows milked; milk production,-Data on number or 
milk cows, n~mber of cows milked, and milk production relate to 
the day preceding the enumeration. 

Questionnaires in 26 States, chiefly Western and Midwestern, 
provided 3 alternative units of measure for enumerators and re­
spondents for reporting whole milk sales, as follows: (1) pounds of 
milk, (2) pounds of butterfat, and (3) gallons of milk. In the other 
States, sales of milk on the basis of butterfat were considered rela­
tively unimportant and the unit of measure, pounds of butterfat, 
was omitted from the questionnaire. However, in eaeh State, tho 
reports on whole milk sold have been converted into a common uni1~ 
of measure for publication. Pounds of butterfat have been con­
verted into gallons or pounds of whole milk on the basis of tlrn 
average butterfat content of whole milk as shown by data furuished 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Departmeul; 
of Agriculture. 

Sows and gilts farrowing.-The 1950 Questionnaire carried two 
inquiries on sows for spring farrowing, as follows: (1) "How many 
sows and gilts have farrowed since December 1, last year?" and (2) 
"How many sows and gilts are expected to farrow between now and 
.June 1, this year?" In the county and State economic area tableB 
the replies to the two questions were combined, showing a total fol' 
sows for spring farrowing. In the State tables, the replies to each 
of the two questions, as well as a combined figure, are shown. 

Sheep and lambs and wool.~In Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakot.a, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming separate 
questions were asked in the 1950 Census to determine the number 
of (a) yearling ewes and (b) older ewes. In other States, only 
total numbers of ewes born before October 1, Hl49, were obtained. 

The enumeration of sheep in the range States continues to 
present special problems, necessitating a high degree of coopera·· 
tion between enumerators and the owners and operators of tran·· 
sient bands. In some counties, transfers to spring ranges occUl'·· 
ring before the enumeration may produce considerably diiforen1; 
totals from those that would have been obtained if the census had 
been taken as of January 1. On the l\l50 Questionnaire, t.Jrn 
questions on number of sheep shorn and wool production in 1940 
were separated from the questions on sheep on hand in order to 
obtain more consideration for cases where sheep were shorn in l\l40 
but none were on hand on the census date. In Texas and Cali·· 
fornia, the question relating to pounds of wool shorn in 1949 specif·· 
ically called for both spring and fall shearings. The wool value, 
obtained was an enumerated value of all the wool shorn in 1949, 
whether or not sold at the date of enumeration. 

Goats and mohair.-In Arizona, California, Missonri, New Mexico,. 
Oregon, Texas, and Utah special questions were provided on goats 
and mohair. These questions called for the' number of all goats, 
Angora goats, and other· goats separately, the number of goats 
clipped in 1949, pounds of mohair clipped, and value of the goats 
and goat milk sold, and mohair clipped in 1949. In all other 
States, the number of farms reporting goats on hand or goats kept 
the previous year was obtained and the value of goats and goai. 
milk sold and mohair clipped was reported in combination with 
the value of rabbits, fur animals, and pelts sold in 1949. 

Bees and honey.-The 1950 Census called for the number of 
hives own.ed by the farm operator in 1949, pounds of honey 
produced m 1949 by these bees, and the value of the 1949 crop 
of honey and wax sold or to be sold, and bees sold. No restric-· 
tions were placed on the location of the bees ownecl in 1949. 

Value of livestock on farms.-The values for 1950 shown in 
State Table 11 and County Table 4 were secured by multiplying· 
the number of each elass of lives.tock or poultry on hand for a. 



INTRODUCTION XVII 

county, by the county-unit price. These county~unit. pricel' were 
obtained cooperatively by the Bureau of Agricultura. l!~conomici:;, 
U. S. Department, of Al!,riculturo, and tho Bureau of t.he Cen,.11s, 
The data wore obtained from farmers and dealers. 1'hc average 
prices were computed for groups of counties comprising !L price­
reporting district and the sitme average prico was used for com­
puting the value of livestock and poultry for each county com­
prising a given price-reporting district. 

Livestock produots.-Tho inqnirieR rogarding livcstoek pl"Ocluc­
tion relate to the calendar year 104\l, aud those for sales of live­
stock products relate to the production in l U4\l. 

CROPS 

Crops harvested.-The ngriculturn qucstiouuaire was Ht> orgnn­
ized tlrnt it was posHible to list tho acreage and q111111t.ity hmvested 
for every crop that waH grown on tho farm. In ordor to facilit11to 
the emmwrat.ion, the inquiries regarding cropH woro VMiod by 
States or !Jy groups of States. If a Hop1iratci qnmition was not 
carried for 11 pnrl.ieul!w crop, that crop conlcl nlwayH ho reported 
under onQ of ~ovoral "all other" quostiom;, Tho mm of a dilforont 
quest.ionnairo for oach Stat.ti or group of StittlJH made it, posHiblo to 
list many of the important erops for Urn State and al1<0 to use tho 
unit of measnro t.1111,t W11H commonly usocl in tho Stnto. 

Tho acreage given for the several cropH rcpr()Hont.s tlw artm lmr­
vosted for t.110 crop year l\Jt10 except. that the acroago fo11 land in fruit 
oi•chards, vineyards, nnd planted nut trees represents t.ho Janel iu bo11r­
ing and nonbonring trees and vinei:; on the census dato. The acrettgo 
harvos(;od for the vmfous crops hi oftm1 cousidorubly loHs t.lmn the 
noroage plantocL Tho acreage harvested rcprmmnts tho. aren lrn.r­
vested in a part.icular manner, which may hnvo bmm difforont; 
from that intenrlod nt the time of the plnut;iug of l•he crop, For 
example, soyboani> may havo bmm planted for boaus but'. may luwo 
been actually cut for hay. The figures for qutmtit.y harvL1stod 
represent the n.mount aetually lrnrvestod dmiug tho l!l4\l crop 
year, oxcopt for citrns fruits, Jn Florida, LouiHimui, ancl 1\,xaH 
the quautit.y of eltrns fruit, harveHtod relntos to the 1040-50 lmr­
vost from tho bloom of 10·1:\l. In Califomin aucl Arir.ona, tho pro­
duct.ion rolatllH l•o the 10118-·1\l harvm1t from t.ho bloom of HltJ8. 

The unit, of moasnru mwcl for roport.ing tho quantity harvmiLed 
for somo erop1:1 haH val'iod not only from Htnte to SLat.o but from 
census to census, In thu St.ate and county tahlos Urn fip;mrn; on 
quantil;y harvested for mwh crop are shown in l;he unit of mlm1:1nre 
appearing 011 tho 1050 quoHti(muairo. 'This oft.on roq uired that, 
the fignrm1 for onrlior yem•s bo ccmvorLod into rlifforon1; 1mit.1:1 from 
thoso publislrncl for thmm yoitrH. Convor~ionH hiwo hmm mado h)' 
using the woight:o in current u1:10. 

Corn.-Iuqu ides regflJ'( 1i ng tmrn iwrongo HIH l q umiti ty l uirvrn-i bod 
wore uniform for all StatoR oxoopt Cfolifor1ii1i. Howovor, a~ in 
formor Cl11lFlllROR, some farmnrs in oer(·,ain 1:1ectionH lrnd a tondoney 
to report l•lrn qmm t;ity of corn hnrveHtod in t.mms of bmdrnts of rnw 
corn, barrol:o, or 1:1omo unH, other than buHhelH of corn ou ti 1:1hollocl 
biisis. Such 1·eporl1:11 when llotoo1;ed, were corroct.nd to tho equiv~ 
alent bushels of 70 pounds of oar oorn or 50 pounds of Hhellod corn, 
It ·was not possible t.o mako tho corrections in till oasmi; lihorefon1, 
in counties whore t.110 quantity harvested iH somotimoa J'(lportdl 
in barrels, it is po~Kiblo that the qt1antity harvestod for grain may 
be somewha1; understated and in. counties where the quantity har­
vested is oft;en reported in baskets of ear com, the qunntity har­
ves1;ed may be overstated. 

Annual legumes.-Aereage and qunntity harvested for the most 
important uses, of soyboans, eowpoas, and pea.nuts, ns well as the 
total acreage grown for all pnrposes, were obtained in ·t;he :t 050 
Census in Stntes whei·c l;hese crops nre grown oxl;ensively. Tho 
total acreage grown for all purposes in6lucles some acreage not; 
harvested as the acreage plowed under for green manure wa~ 
included. Also, in cert;ain States Roparate figures woro obtained 
for the acre:; grown nlonc and the acres grown with other erops. 
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A 1:wpamtu inquiry regnrrling Lho aereap;<l nnd r1uanW;y of cowpot\S 
harvested for green peaH W!tH madn in North Carolhrn, South 
Carolina, Gciorgin, Florida, Aht1>1tma, MiHHiHHippi, LouiHiann, 
a11<1 '.l'oxnH. In tlHJKo Stat.os cowpcns lrnrvoHtod for grmm peas 
are shown wHh cowpeitH lmrvecit.o<l fol' othor pnrpnHnH. In othor 
Statmi, tho 1wroH ancl valtw of imlm-i of nowponH JuuveHt.ecl for 
green pe!tH !W\l Alrnw11 with voget.ul>lmi hm·vliHted for Halo. 

Hay orops,·-'.l'ho queHUonnuirl\ \lontninrnl 1u1 inquiry rogiircliug 
tho total ncreH of lnnd from which Jaiy wat-1 uni. .in l \HU. Horghum, 
1:mylJ011u, cowpoa, nml lH.mnut. hayH woro mrnlrnlml from thhi l.Ol0.al 
UH sepnrat.o qnot-1tiorn1 W\iro prnviclnd in l.huHn Ht.ltl.OH wlwro tlrnHo 
lrnyH ,u·u import.nnt.. Alf1ilfu. hay tot.tilH inoludo m1y ontLiup;i; which 
wero dohydrat.\HI. 'l'hn tom11ige of hay for dohydratiou (a1-1 well 
aH IJ1at for other lrny1-1) iH givon on ti. clry-wnighl. httHiH. 

l.Gnumm·ii(,orK and fM'HHH'H wm·o im1t.ructocl l.o roporl; the total 
qun11tit.y htwve:;t.ecl from !tll lltl[,t.ingK, but, t.o roport; only ollClo th() 
ncroH of html from which moro t.hm1 mw m1\,l;ing wuH 11u1tln, '.l'ho 
qlleH!;ionnnire contttiund inH(.nwt.iorn-1 1.;o rnport. mixnd lrny undm· 
the kind of hay t-.11at; lllttdo up t.lrn h11•goHL pnrt of Urn mixlaire. 
'.!'he JdndH of !my to ho 1'(111orlrnl mulm• "Ot.11nr lrny" vnriod from 
St.ntc to St.at.o, aml min ho dtil.omdned hy roforriup; t.o l.hn t1011,\' or 
t.he qum1tionnnirt1 indl!dnd in tho iippnndix. 

In Homo caHus t;Jw ~mm of t.ho tHn't1H of individtml hityH doeH not". 
oqunl tho t.otal aornH of lmul from which l\itY wm1 mit.. 'ehorn nrn 
two expl!innt.iom1 for tlrnKo clj{]'ormrnm1, In protio~~ing (,Jrn qum1-
tfo11naire~, uo oorroct.1011 wm1 nmde if t.hn llilform1<10 lmt.woen 1.110 
clnt.ail arnl tho t.i>t.nl Ml'l•~ wm1 minor. Auot.hor foot.or whk:h mny 
1tct101m(", for ttn llXCllHH of 1.lin dot.11il OVC\l' tho tot.al ii' Llmt. moro 
than one ki!Hl of luiy nlight. luwo hmm cuL from tho Hamn l\(IJ'()np;o. 

Clover seed, alfalfa, grnss, and other :field seed crops .. ,.'l'lm 
l\l50 (~no~t.iornrnirt1 non(.ttinrnl Hep1m1to inqnfrkH for tt Hmnllor ol' 
·Lhe field ~mm! eropH ttntl provi<lrnl a quoHt.iun m1 "ot.hm• Hn0<hi" Lo 
obttiin i11formnt;iou for minor Hole{ sm1d !l!'llJlH i11 a givon l:ll.at.o. 

Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoos. ·'L'lrn lOliO CtmHui; inquiry for 
both Iri1:1h ancl HWOO(, pnt.11Luo1-1 mtllllll fnr IWl'llH ltttl'Vl!H(,ud, <Jllt\HLiLy 
lu.wveHl.od, and t.lw VtLliw of t.hu n111011ut. 1·mlcl. Not.mi ou t.110 q1101-1-
tionnairn ltlll\ insl.rtwt.ious l.o 01111m<11·1il.orH, howllvor, Hp1~oillrnl 
tlmt it wnH not; lllll10'1Httr~· t.o ropmt t,!m arm1 lmrV<!Htrnl if hlHH t.\um 
15 I HtAllllli:l (or .lO llags in Hpnl\ilio<l Hl;at.nH) of IriHh pot,11.l.ooH or lli 
lntHltnls (or :t ,000 JH1111ul:-1 in HJmtii!iOll Ht.al.mi) of :;wnuL1mt.at.oC!H 
woru h1wv0Ht.od. Thil-l mu(.IHHl of ropn\'t.ing wm1 u1-1ml in ortlur Lo 
fooiliLatn Lllll Ull\lllll11'1tlion of pot.1.tl.lll!H grown in 11 HllUlll ]!lot. rm· 
homo us11, HnottllHll t.Jw twrongo W!IH Hot. rnpurt.od fur formH for 

, which t.ho q111i11t.it,y httrVl'H\,ntl w1w loHH l1lt1m .Iii ln11-1hnl:;, t.lw nornnµ;11 
harvoHLocl, 1i1-1 roporLOll for t.hn l llfiO ( 1011HuH, iH not> lml,iroly l1om1mr· 
!thin with tho 1ttwottgl1 rllpnrl.rnl for prior l~l\llHl\KnH, oHptioially in 
ootmtimi or Ht.l\lrn1 wlrnrti Llw prrnltwl,ion of pol.t\lllllH iH lmw•ly 
fol' humu nso, 

Borl'ies imd other smnll fruits .. ··-'rtrn q11o~Lioun1tiro rn11l1Hl fur 
acrnngo an<l qua11t.il"Y hm·voHt.(l(l in lllil-ll for Httln. No11lw111'iup; 
iwoaH wort\ no\\ Lo lln inelmlml. Sop1tr11Lu lnquirim1 woro mirriml on 
Lh() quei;t.io1m11k11 for H1wh lrnrrieH aH Ht.rnwlm1·rimi, l>lnc1khnrriol:l i.mrl 
dowb1n'l'ioH (tamu), 1wcl l'l1Hplmrrit1H (t.aul<\) in Stal;os whtiro pro­
duct.ion of thoRo cropR Wl1A lmporttint oommorllinlly. 

Tree fl•uits, nuts, and grn1rns, ··Tim following l!1Hl11tion wm1 l\H\ld 
for all St.ntmi for fmnmornt.ing tho ltind m1c11piml by fruit 111Hl nut• 
cropH: 

' How much land is in lwnring and 11011hoi1riug fruit, Ol'tilrnrllH, 
grovu1:1, vinoyarc!H, f\1\(1 pbmto<l nut; t.rorn~? .. ,, D Lmu-1 t;lmu H 

f\Ol'O 

(H.oporli tonth1:1 of 011 noro, i;noh aK %0 1 lYto, oto, or 
Do not include l>nr]·y ncrol\ge tn• lllll'Htll'im1.) Ar.rcA., __ ,_: .,, ... , ....... 

HI 

'l'his quc~tion diffm·H from U1min UHod in 11l111l !\ncl HMO !1H tho 
umunorntor nud reHlltllld<mt wore p;ivon 1m opportunity l.o ultook 
\;ho block for "LuRH "than ~·~ ncro" whon t.hore WM only a small 
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number of fruit and nut trees on the farm. This method was 
used to facilitate the enumeration through eliminating the problem 
of assigning fractions of an acre for small home orchards. In 
previous censuses, enumerators frequently did not report the acres 
for such orchards even though the questionnaire called for this 
information. Because of the differences in methods of enumer­
ating the acres in small orchards, the figures on acreage of land 
in bearing and nonbearing fruit orchards, groves, and vineyards 
for 1950 are not fully comparable with those reported for prior 
censuses. 

The questions calling for the number of trees or vines not of 
bearing age, of bearing age, and the amount harvested in 1949 
for the most important fruit crops in each State followed imme­
diately after the inquiry on land in bearing and nonbearing 
fruit trees, etc. In California, in addition, the questionnaire 
called for the acres in each individual fruit and nut crop. The 
number of trees to be reported in the census relates to the census 
date, while the quantity harvested is for the crop year 1949, with 
the exception of citrus crops. In Florida, Texas, and Louisiana 
figures for citrus fruits harvested relate to the harvest in 1949-50 
from the bloom of 1949. In California and Arizona, the figures 
for"'quantities of citrus fruits harvested relate to the harvest in 
1948-49 from the bloom of 1948. 

The unit of measure in which the quantity of fruits, grapes, and 
nuts harvested was to be reported varied from State to State 
as the most commonly used unit of measure was used in each 
State. The tables in this report show production in the unit 
of measure appearing on the questionnaire. 

Nursery and greenhouse products.-The agriculture question­
naire included three inquiries on horticultural-specialty crops. 
One of these called for acres and value of sales in 1949 of nursery 
products (trees, shrubs, vines, ornamentals, etc.). Another Mked 
for acres grown in the open, square feet under glass, and value of 
sales of flowers and flowering plants grown for sale. The third 
called for acres grown in the open, square feet under glass, and 
value of sales of vegetables under glass, flower seeds, vegetable 
Reeds, vegetable plants, bulbs, and mushrooms grown for sale. 

A special census of farms reporting the sale of horticultural­
specialty crops valued at $1,000 or more was made and the results 
of this census are issued as a special report, 

Value of crops harvested.-The values of specified crops har­
vested shown in State Table 12 and County Table 5 were obtained 
by multiplying the quantity harvested for each crop by county­
unit prices. Therefore, this value includes the value of crops. 
consumed on the farm and crops used for seed on the farm where 
produced as well as the value of that part of the crop which was 
sold. The county-unit prices were obtained cooperatively by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agricul­
ture, and the Bureau of the Census. These average prices were 
obtained on a sample basis from farmers and dealers. The average 
prices were computed for groups of counties representingprice­
reporting districts and the same average prices were used for 
computing the value for every county included in a given price­
reporting district. In the case of vegetables harvested for sale 
and nursery and greenhouse products, average prices were not 
obtained because of the difficulty of securing a satisfactory common 
unit of production. When totals were obtained for the value of 
all crops harvested, the value of the sales of vegetables, and nursery 
and greenhouse products was used in the absence of the value of the 
quantity harvested. The value figures given for each crop in 
County Table 5 represent the value of the entire crop. The value 
of sales for each crop or group of crops is also given in the same 
table. Sales figures are always identified by the word "sales" in 
the stub and therefore can be differentiated from the calculated 
values. The figures on the value of sales were obtained for each 
farm and the totals given in the tables represent the addition of the 
figures reported for the individual farms. In case of feed and 

similar crops it would be expected that the value of the quantities 
sold would be considerably less than the value of the quantity 
harvested. On the other hand, in the case of cash crops, such as 
tobacco, cotton, sugar beets, etc., it is to be expected that the 
figures on the value of crops sold and the value of the crops 
harvested will be in cloRe agreement. 

Since the calculated values were obtained for price-reporting 
districts (groups of counties) there may be variations in the average 
calculated price and the average sales price for a given product in 
a given county because of local conditions. 

The value of specified crops for 1944 shown in State Table 12 
and County Table 5 includes the value of vegetables grown for 
home use. The figures for 1949 do not include the value of 
vegetables for home use as this value was not called for on the 1950 
Questionnaire. 

CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS 

Farms by size.-Farms were classified by size according to the 
total land area of each farm. The same classification was used for 
all States. 

In analyzing size-of-farm statistics, consideration should be 
given to the definition of a farm for Census purposes. Census 
farms are essentially operating units-not ownership tracts. If a 
landlord has croppers or other tenants, the land assigned each 
cropper or tenant ii a separate farm even though the landlord may 
operate the entire holding essentially as one farm in respect to 
supervision, equipment, rotation 'practices, purchase of supplies, 
or sale of products. 

Farms by tenure of operator.-In the 1950 Census farm oper­
ators are classified according to the tenure under which they hold 
their land on the basis of the total l~nd owned, total land rented 
from others, and total land managed for others. In 1945 and ear­
lier, full owners, part owners,. and tenants were classified on the 
basis of the land retained. Under this earlier classification a part 
owner who sublets to others all the land he rents from .others 
would have been classed a full owner; a part owner who rents to 
others all the land he owns would have been classed a tenant. 

Full owners own land but do not rent land from others. 
Part owners own land and rent land from others. 
Managers operate farms for others and are paid a wage or 
salary for their services. Persons acting merely as caretakers 
or hired as laborers are not classified as managers. If a farm 
operator managed land for others and also operated land on his 
own account, the land operated on his own account was consid­
ered as one farm and the land managed for others as a second 
farm. In the 1950 Census, if a farm operator managed land for 
two or more employers all the land managed was considered 
one farm. 
Tenants rent from others or work on shares for others all the 
land they operate. In 1950 tenants are further clllssified on the 
basis of their rental arrangement as follows: 

Cash tenants pay cash as rent, such as $10 an acre or $1,000 
for the use of the farm. . 

Share-cash tenants pay a part of the rent in cash and a part 
as a share of the crops or of the livestcck or livestock products. 

Share tenants pay a share of either the crops or livestock or 
livestock products, or a share of both. 

Crop-share tenants pay only a share of the crops. 
Livestock-share tenants pay a share of the livestock or 

livestock products. They may or may not also pay a share of 
the crops. 

Croppers are crop-share tenants whose landlords furnish all 
the work power. The landlords either furnish all the work ani­
.mals or furnish.tractor power in lieu of work animals. Croppers 
usually work under the close supervision of the landowners or 
their agents and the land assigned them is often merely a part 
of a larger enterprise operated as a single unit. 

The information on work power furnished was tabulated only 
for the Southern States and seven counties in Missouri. There­
fore, data for croppers are shown only for the Southern States 
and seven counties in Missouri. 
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Other tenants.-Other tenants include those who pay a 
fixed quantity of any product; those who pay taxes, keep up' the 
land and buildings, or keep the landlord in exchange for the use 
of the land; those who have the use of the land rent free; and 
others who could not be included in one of the other specified 
subclasses. 

Unspecified tenants.-Unspecified tenants include those 
tenants whose rental agreement was not reported. 

For earlier censuses the definition for each subclass of ten­
ants is nominally similar to the corresponding subclass, or sub­
classes, for 1950. · However, in 1945 the enumerator was asked 
to determine the subclass of tenants, while in 1950, 1940, and 
earlier censuses the classification was made duriug the process­
ing of the questionnaires in Washington on the basis of the 
answer to the inquiries on the questionnaires. The procedure 
for 1945 may have affected the comparability of the data, 
particularly those for cash tenants and share-cash tenants. 

Farms by color or race of operator.-Farm operators are. classified 
by color as "white" and "nonwhite." Nonwhite includes Negroes, 
Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite races. In the 
State tables, the nonwhite operators are further claRsified as 
"Negro" and "all other nonwhite" operators. 

Farms by economic class.-A classification of farms by economic 
class was made for the purpose of segregating groups of farms that 
are somewhat alike in their characteristics. '!'his classification 
was made in order to present an accurate description of the farms 
in each class and in order to. provide basic data for au analysis of 
the organization of United States agriculture. Only the forms in 
the sample (one-fifth of the farms plus all large farms) were classi­
fied by economic class. The totals given in the tables repre.sent 
estimates for all farms based on tabulations of the data for the. 
farms included in the sample. 

The classification of farms by economic class was made on the 
basis of three factors; namely, total valuo of all farm products sold, 
number of days the farm operator worked off the farm, and the. 
relationship of the income received from nonfarm sources by the 
operator and members of his family to the value of all farm prod­
ucts sold. Institutions, experimental farms, grazing associations, 
and other community projects were classified as abnormal, 
regardless of any of the above-mentioned factors. 

In making the classification of farms by economic class, farms 
have been grouped into two major groups, namely, commercial 
farms and other farms. In general, all farms with 11 value of sn.les 
of farm products amounting to $1,200 or more were classified as 
commercial. Farms with a value of saics of $250 to $1, lll!l were 
classified as commercial only if the farm operator worked off the 
farm less than 100 days and the income of the farm operator and 
members of his family received from nonfarm sourcos was less than 
the total value of all farm products sold.. Farms with a value of 
sales of all farm products of less than $250, as well its county, State, 
private institutional, and e.xperimental farms, we1.·e classified as 
"other." 

Commercial farms have been divided into six groups on the 
basis of the totnl value. of farm products sold, as follows: 

Class: Value of farm prodncts sold 
I _____ - - -- - -· - •• -- _ •• -- -- -- - ---- -- -- - $25,000 or lllOre 
IL _____ .. __________ --- ---- _ ---- __ -- _ 10,000 to $24,999 
IIL ____ -- ___ - ---- _____ --- _______ - _ - _ 5,000 to 9

1
999 

IV. -- - - --- -- - -- - - -- - - - - --- -- - - - -- - - - 2,500 to 4,999 v___________________________________ 1,200 to 2,499 

VI---------------------------------- *250 to 1,199 
•Provldod tho farm operator worked off tho farm Iese thnn 100 days and provldod tho 

income tho farm operator ancl members of his family received rrom nonrarm som·ces was 
less than tho value o! all !arm products sold. 

Other farms have been grouped into three classes as follows: 
Part-time farms,-'-Farms with a value of sales of farm 

products of $250 to $1,199 were classified as part time provided 
the farm operator reported (1) 100 or more days of work off the 

farm in 1949, or (2) the noufarm income received by him and 
members of his family was greater than the vtiluo of farm 
products sold. 

Residential farms.-Resic!cntial farms include all farms 
except abnormal farms with a total value of sales of farm procl­
ucts of less than $250. Some of these represent farms on which 
the operntor worked off tho farm more than 100 clays in 1949. 
Some roprosent farms ou which the income from nonfitrm sourcies 
was greater than the value of sales of ngricultuml products. 
Others represent subsistence and marginal farms of various 
kinds. Some farms are included here which, under normal con­
ditions, would have qualified as commercial farms. 

Abnormal farms.-Insofar as it was possible to identify them, 
abnorinal farms include public nncl private. institutional farms, 
community enterprises, e.xperiment station farms, grazing associ­
ations, etc. 
Farms by type.-The classificu.tion of farms by type wiis made 

on the basis of the relationship of the value of sales from a partic­
ular source or sources to the. total value of all farm products sold 
from the farm. In some cases the type of farm wt1s determined 
on the basis of the. sale of an individual farm product, such us 
cotton, or on thc basis of closely rcl11ted products, such as dairy 
products. In other cases, the typo was determined on tho basis 
of sales of a broader group of products such as corn, sorghum, all 
small grains, field peas, field beims, cowpeas, and soybeans. Pm·t­
time, re.sidential, and abnormal farms wero not classified by typo, 
Only commcrcio,l .farms were classified by type. In order to bo 
classified 11s a particular "type, sales or anticipated sales of a product· 
or a group of products had to reprosent 50 percent or moro of 
tho total value of products of the farm. 

Only tho farms in the sample (one-fif1:h of the farms plus all largo 
farms) were classified by type. 

The types of farms for which data itre shown, together with the 
product or group of products that had to represent 50 porc:ent or 
more of the total sales in order for tho farm to be so classified, are 
as follows: 
Type 

Cotton _________ -- _ -- __ 
Cash grain ________ • __ _ 

Other field crop._ ... ___ .. 

Vegota ble _ .. __________ _ 
Fruit t1nd nut .. _______ .. _ 

Dairy ________________ _ 

Poultry __ ---- ________ _ 

Livestock farms other 
than dairy and 
poultry. 

Product or group of products amount• 
ing to 50 peroent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold. 

Cotton. 
Corn, sorght11n1 small grains, Hold pef.\B, 

fiold beans, cowpeas, ancl soybeans. 
Petinuts, Irish potatoes, swoctpotatmis, 

tobacco, sugtircane, sugar· \rnets for 
1mgar, aucl othor misoollitneous orop1:1. 

V eget11bles. 
Berries and other Hmall fruits, and troe 

fmits and nuts. 
Milk and other d11iry products. 
The criterion of 50 percent of tho 1:otnl 

sales was modified in tho case of dairy 
farms. A form for which tho value of 
sales of dafry products reproso11tod 
less than 50 percent of tho total value 
of farm products sold was classified ns 
a dairy farm if: 

(1) Milk and other dairy products 
accounted for3 0 reroont 01' 
more of tho tota value of 
products, and 

(2) Milk cows ropreaontod 50percent 
or more of all cows, and 

(3) Sales of dairy products, to­
gether with tho sales of cattle, . 
amounted to 50 percent or 
moro of the total sales. 

Chickens, eggs, turkeys, and other 
poultry products. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, goat milk, and products from 
animals slaughtorecl on the farm, 
provided the farm did not ah•endy 
classify ns a dairy farm. 
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Type 

General_ _____________ _ 

Product or group of products amount­
ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold-Con. 

Farms were classified as general when 
the value of products from one source 
or group of sources did not represent 
as much as 50 percent of the total of 
the value of all farm products sold. 
Separate figures are given for three 
types of general farms: 

(a) Primarily crop, (b) primarily live­
stock, and (c) crop and livestock. 
Primarily crop farms represent farms 
for which the sale of one of the follow­
ing crops or groups of crops- vege­
tables, fruits and nuts, cotton, cash 
grains, or other field crops-did not 
amount t\' 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold, but 
for which the value of sales for all 
these groups of crops represented 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. Primarily live­
stock farms are those which could not 
be classified as dairy farms, poultry 
farms, or liYestock farms other than 
dairy and poultry, but on which the sale 
of livestock and poultry and livestock 
and poultry products amounted to 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. General crop 
and livestock farms are those which 
could not be classified as either crop 
farms or livestoek farms, but on which 
the sale of all crops amounted to at 
least 30 percent but less than 70 per­
cent of the value of all farm products 
sold. 

Miscellaneous and un- This group represents farms that were 
classified farms. not classified by type. It includes 

part-time, residential, and abnormal 
farms. It also includes miscellaneous 
types of commercial farms if 50 percent 
or more of the total value of products 
was accounted for by sale of horti­
cultural products, or sale of horses, 
or sale of fur animals, or sale of forest 
products, or sale of bees and honey. 

Because of changes in the method of classifying farms by 
type, comparative data by type of farm for earlier censuses are 
not shown in this report. 

Value of farm products sold.-The value of farm products sold, 
as obtained in the 1950 Census of Agriculture, represents the 
approximate total of the gross cash income of the farms of a 
particular county or State. Gross sales by farmers, however, are 
greater than the gross income to agriculture because of the hiclu­
sion of inter-farm sales. Feed crops, feeder cattle, and breeding 
stock purchased by farmers contribute most to this duplication 
in gross sales. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to include as sold any 
part of a crop that was yet to be sold. Trades, such as trading 
eggs at the store, were considered the same as cash sales. Products 
such as fruit, vegetables, and eggs purchased for immediate resale 
were not included because this was not considered as farm produc­
tion. Likewise, immediate resale of cattle was considered as 
dealer operations, whereas resale of fattened feeder cattle was 
considered as farm production and the sales were included, even 
though these cattle may have been reported as sold by the farmer 
who sold them as feeders. 

For many farms the sales enumerated do not represent their 
total gross cash income because certain sales were excluded and 
there was no provision for enumerating unusual sources of income. 
For example, sales of baby chicks, Government payments such as 
those for soil conservation, and income received by the farm 
operator for off-farm work, for custom work, and from land rents 
and other investments a.re n.it included. 

In general, the value of the sales of livestock, livestock .products, 
nursery and greenhouse products, and forest products is for.tlrn 
calendar year 1949. On the other hand, the value of the var1ou:~ 
crops sold is for the crop year immediately preceding the census. 

The value of the sales of each farm product was usually obtained 
in connection with the enumeration of the production of tha1; 
particular product. In some cases, related farm products wero 
grouped for the purpose of obtaining the value 9f ~roducts sold; 
for example, small grains and straw sold were all mcluded as £~ 
group. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report gross salm1 
without deduction of expenses of any kind. However, it was 
impossible to obtain full adherence to this rule. The degree to 
which this instruction was followed varied from area to ares, 
depending primarily upon the type of farm products grown. For 
farm products which did not vary greatly in price it was possible 
during the course of processing the questionnaires for tabulation 
to make adjustments in those cases where there was obvious mis­
interpretation of the instructions. In examining the sales figures 
reported for individual farms, an entry was questioned if the indi­
cated average price received was less than 50 percent or more than 
200 percent of the State average price. Any report for ,an indi­
vidual farm with entries outside these limits was referred for 
examination and changed if necessary. In general, changes on 
these questionnaires were not made unless a study of the question­
naires for nearby farms indicated that there was obvious error in 
reporting. It was not possible to correct all errors in enumeration, 
such as failure to include all products yet to be sold, omissions of 
some sales shared by the landlord or partner and reporting of net 
receipts instead of gross. While this tendency understates the 
total value of all farm products sold for a county or State, it does 
not seriously affect the use of the statistics as a measure of the 
relative importance of the different producing groups. 

Poultry sales.-In the 1950 Census of Agriculture there was 
included on the questionnaire an instruction to exclude sales of 
baby chicks from the item of sales of poultry and poultry products. 
Receipts from the sale of baby chicks by hatcheries and farms 
were included in the 1945 Census of Agriculture. For this reason 
there will be an apparent large decrease in sales of poultry and 
poultry products in some counties which can be attributed almost 
entirely to change in procedure. Hatchery operations are concen­
trated in relatively few counties. However, this change in pro­
cedure should be considered in appraising the data on poultry 
sa1es. In important commercial broiler areas the poultry sales 
enumerated may be understated because of the difficulty of finding 
all operators who were engaged in broiler production in Hl49. 
Those who had discontinued operations may have left the com· 
munity. Contract operations also presented a problem in the 
enumeration; for example, a farm operator may have fed broilers 
for a percentage of the profits. Since he did not own the poultry, 
he may not have reported the sales. 

Differences in 1ata presented by counties and by State economic 
areas.-In many cases, data presented by State economic areas 
have been estimated on the basis of tabulations for a sample of 
the farms while most of the data presented by counties have 
been obtained by the tabulation of data for all farms in the 
county. However, data on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm expenditures, and value of land and buildings have 
been estimated for each county on the basis of the tabulation of the 
figures for only a sample of the farms in each county. The same 
sample of farms was used also for the tabulation of data for 
these items by State economic areas or for the State. In some 
cases, the totals presented for these items by counties will. differ 
from the totals presented in tables giving data by State economic 
areas or for the State since, as a matter of economy, adjustments 
were not made in the tabulations when the difference was not 
great enough to affect the usefulness of the data. 
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