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PREFACE 

Volume I, Counties and State Economic Areas, is ono oft.ho four principal roport;s pre
senting t;Jie reHults of the 11150 OenAus of Agrienl(:uro and related programR of tho Sovont.ocmt.h 
Decennial Cons1rn. This volume, in :i4 parts, presontA the compilat.ion of 1;ho informaU011 
given by farm oporator8 to OensuH onnnierators in Hl50. 

Tho Hl50 Census of Agriculture was taken in conformity with tho Act of Congr;eKs 
providing for the flft.centh and ~nbsoquonl; decennial conRuscs, approved ,Juno 18, Hl21l, 
1u1 amouded. 

The collection of the data was carried out by CenHus emmuwatorR under tho direction 
of supervisors appointed by the Director of tho Census and working uudor tho direot;ion of 
Lowell T. Galt., Chief, Field DiviHion. The planning of tho cenHus and U10 compilation 
of tho t-itatistioH wm•o Hupm;v!Hed by Hay Hurley, Chief, Agl'ionltme DiviRion, and Warclor 
B. JenkhtH, AssiHtant Chief. They wero URsistod by Hilton K Itobison, Alvin T; M. Leo, 
Harold C. Phillips, Floyd W. Borger, I.tlis Hutchison, Gladys J,, Eagle, Orville M. Slye, 
Henry A. Tucker, and Orvin L. Wilhite. The meohan1eal ·tabulation, by electrical ma· 
chines, was made under tho Hupervision of C. F. Van Akon. Tho maps wore proparod 
under the 1:1uporvh1ion of Clarence Ii:. Bnt;schelet, Goographor. • 

Aoknowledgmont. is mado of tho technical aAsistanee and tho loan of technical persontHJl 
by the Uuitod States Department of Agriculture in tho planning, tho enumeration, and tho 
compilation of the 1950 Census of Agrioulturo. 

July 1952 
lil 



UNITED STATES CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1950 

REPORTS 
Volume !.-Counties a.nd Sta.te Economic Area.s.-Statistics for counties include number of farms, 

acreage, value, and farm operntors; farms by size, by color and tenure of operntor; facilities and equipment, 
farm labor, and farm expenditures; livestock and livestock products; specified crops harvested; farms and 
farm ehnracteristics for commercial farms; farms classified by value of farm products sold, by type of farm, 
and by economic class; and value of products sold by source. 

Data for State economic areas include farms and farm characteristics by size of farm, by tenure of oper
ator, by type of farm, and by economic class. 

Part 

1 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 

Volume I will be published in 34 parts us follows: 

SUlto or Stutes 

New Englm1d States: 
-Maine. 
New Hampshire. 
Vermont. 
Massachusetts. 
Rhode Island. 
Connecticut. 

Middle AtlmrLic States: 
Now York. 
Now ,Jtmmy. 
Pennsylvania. 

East. North Central: 
Ohio. 
Indiunw. 
Illinois. 
Michigan. 
Wisconsin. 

West North Central: 
MinneHota. 
Iowa. 
l\fisHOUl'i. 
North Dtikota and South Dakota. 
NobrnRlm. 
KansnH. 

South Atlantic: 
Delaware, Mnryland, DiHtriet of Columbia. 

Pnrt 

15 
10 
17 
18 

HI 
20 
21 
22 

23 
2·i 
25 
26 

27 
28 
2n 
30 
31 

32 
33 
3:1 

State or States 

Sout.h Atlantic-Continued 
Virginia and West Virginia. 
North Cnrolina and South Carolina. 
Georgia. 
Florida. 

East South Central: 
Kontueky. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Missi::iH1ppi. 

West South\Contral: 
ArkansaH. 
I.ouisiana. 
Oklahoma. 
Texas, 

Mountain: 
Montana. 
Irlaho. 
Wyoming and Colorado. 
New Mexico and Arizona. 
Utah and Nevada. 

Pacific: 
WaRhiugton and Oregon. 
California. 

Torrit.oricH aucl possessions. 

--------------·-------·------·--·------··----------·-----·-------------
Volume II.-Genera.l Report.-Statistics by Subjects, United States Census of Agriculture, 1950. Sum

rn1u·y data and analyses of the d1ita for State:-;, for Geogmphic Divisions, 1md for the United Stat11s by sub
jects as illtuitrated by the chapter titles listed below: 

Clmptm· 

I 
II 

III 

IV 
v 

VI 

'I'itln 

Farms and Land in Farnrn. 
Ago, Residence, YoarA on Farm, Work 

off Farm. · 
Farm PacilitillR, Hoads, 'l'racling Con

ter, Farm ]•;quipnl<mt. 
Farm Labor and Fann gx1,ionditures. 
Farm Mortgages, Farm faxes, Cash 

llcnt. 
Livestock and Livestock Product.s. 

Clmpt(Jr 

VII 
VIII 

IX 
x 

XI 

XII 
XIII 

'l'itlc 

Field CropH and Vegetables. 
Fruits and Nuts, Horticultural Specialties, 

Fore:-1t Products. 
Vaine of Farm Products. 
Size of Farm. 
Color, Race, and Tenure of Farm 

Operator. 
Economic ClasR of Farm, 
Type of Farm. 

-----------------------------·-
Volufti.e III.-Irrigation of Agricultural Lands.-Statc reports with dt1tlt for counties and drainage basins 

and a summary for the United States, including number of enterprises, irrigation works and equipment, 
source of water, new capital investment since 1940, ern;t of irrigation water, number nf farms and acrengo 
irrigated, and quantity of water used for irrig11tion purposes. 

Tho State reports will be issued 11s sepamte parts of Volume III as follows: 

Part Stato Ptut Stat~ ------------------------ ___ , ____________________ _ 
1 Arizona. 
2 A1•kansas and Oklahoma. 
3 Californin. 
4 Colorado. 
5 Florida. 
6 Idaho. 
7 I<amms. 
8 Louisiana. 
fl Montana. 

10 Nebraska. 
11 Nevada. 
12 New Mexico. 
13 North Dakota and South Dakota. 
14 Oregon. 
15 'l'e:i.::as. 
16 Utah. 
17 Washington. 
18 Wyoming. 

Volume IV.-Dra.inage of Agricultural La.nds.-State reports with statistics for counties and a summary 
fm the United States. One part only. Data on land in drainage enterprises, number and types of enter
prises, cost of drainage1 indebtedness, assessments, aud drainage works. 

IV 



NORTH CAROLINA AND SOUTH CAROLINA 

History of the ccnsua of agricultur111,., ••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,.,.,.,.,,.,,,,,,, 
Legal baaia for the 1950 Cenaus of Agriculture, .. ,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

DEFJN ITlONS AND EXPl.ANAT!ONS-Continu.d. 
GENERAL FARM INFOllMATION-Qintinuad 

1l1e enumer19,tion ••• ,.,, •• , •••• ,, •• ,.,,.,,,,,,, •••• ,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• 
Q.aeationnaires U1.Scd for the 1950 Census 0£ Agriculture •... ,,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,, .. 

SAMP!.ING 
Df!scription of the a ample £or the 1950 Cenaua.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,., 
Deacriptio1t of the!' aample !or tha 1945 Urnaua., .. ,,, .. ,, ..... , .. , , . ,., , ,., .. , .... 

Paa• 
IX 
IX 
IX 
IX 

IX 
x 
x 
x 
x 

Farm labor,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••••••••••••••• 
Specified farm expenditures.,,,, •• ,,,, •• ,,,., •• , , , • , , •• , , • , , , • , • , •••••.•••••••••• 
F•rm mortga(l;~•··•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••1••••·••••••••·••••••••••••••• 
Farm t:nx.q11,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• , .•••.•••••••• , •••• 
C.O.ah r-ent.,,,, ••• ,,., ••• , ••••• ,,.,,,.,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,.,,,,, .••••••••••••••••• • • •. •• 

111RIGATION Adjustment of tht aample •• , •••• ,, .• ,,,, ••• ,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
flelia.bility of catimatca baacid on the a ample.,,,,,,,,, ••• ,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,, 
Mot hod of tiatimat.ion ••• , ••• ,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,.,, •. ,.,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,, •• , , , , , . , , , , , 

LARGE FA!IMS 
Criteria.,, •• , •• , •••• , ••••.•.•••.•••••• ••• •••• •• •••• •• •• ••••·.••••••••••••••••••• x 

Irrigated farma ••••••• , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , • , • , , , , , , •• , • , , , ••• , , , , •• , , • , • , , , , • , , , • , , •• 
Land in fqrma irrif{e.ted.,.,., •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,., ,, ..... , , •• , , , , , , , , , • , , , ••••• 
Jrrip;ft..tecl lu.nd in f•rrnw 1ccording to u•e •• ,,,,.,.,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,.,.,.,; ••• 

l.IVESTOCK 
PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS 

St~ta table:H •••• ,, ••• ,,,,,,.,,.,,.,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,.,.,,.,.,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,, 
County t"blca, •.. ,,.,,,,., •• , ••• ,,.,,,,.,,.,,,, •. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, •• ,,., 
Stn.te economic -'l'itla tablea.,.,,,,,,,,,.,,.,, ••.• , •• ,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, ••• ,,.,.,.,, 1,. 
Minor civil division tablca,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Stntc economic aa·caa,,,,.,,,,, , , • , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , 1,,,,,,,,,,, 
Comparability o! d•ta £nr various cenausc11,.,,,. ,, ,, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , • , , , ,, , , , , 

XI 
XI 
XI 
XI 
XI 
XI 

Milk aowaj cowa rnilkedi milk praduction., •• ,., ••• ,,,,,.,,,, •• ,,, •••• ,,,, ••• ,, .• ,. 
Sowa and gilt,. Iarrowini,,,.,,, •• ,,.,,.,, •• ,,,, •• ,,,, •••• ,,,.,.,,,.,,,,,,, •• ,.,,. 
Shaop and hmha and wool .. , .. , .. , .... , ....... , ......... , ....................... .. 
Gaftts anJ mohair.,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, •••• ,,,,. , , , ••• , , , , • , • , , , • , • , , , • , • , 
Bcea ftnd honey,,·,,,,, •. ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, , • , , , , • , , , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , •• 
Vl\lue of live1tock on tarma,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Livestock product-1,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., ••• ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,, •• ,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,,. 

Cl\OPS DEFINITIONS AND F.XPLANATIONS 
GENERAL. FARM INFORMATION 

1110 ccnaua date,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, 
A htm ....... , ................................... , ...... , ...................... .. 
Enumcratian or land located in mora than one county •• ,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,., •• ,,,, •• , 

Xl 
XII 
XII 
XII 
Xll 
XI! 
Xll 
XII 

Xlll 
XJII 
XIII 
XllJ 

XIV 

Crops har1ea tad.,,,, •• ,.,,,,,,,,,,,., ••• ,,.,,, ••• ,.,,,.,., •• ,.,,, , , , , , , •. , , • , , , • , 
Corn.~,.,,,.,,, •• ,,,,,.,.,,,.,,,,, •• ,,,,,,.,,,., •• ,,,,, , , • , • , , , •• , , , • , , , , • , •• , , , • 
Annual lcp;utnoa,, •• ,, , , •• , , , , , • , , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , , • , , , , , , , , • , , , •• , , , •• , , , , , , • , 
Hay c:rapn.,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,, •• ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,.,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,.,,,. 
Clover •~ed 1 alfnlC&, frt·au, nnd other ficiltl seed erop11-.,.,,,., •• ,,,,.,,,, ••• ,,,, 
Jriah potatoes and 11.wctttpot1ttoa11,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, •• ,,., •• ,,.,,, ••• ,., ~ 
Dcrriea and o-thor 1mall £ruit1,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 
Trea !ruita 1 nut1, a,nd krnpea,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••••••••••• ~. 
Nursery and graeit\l\0U111:1 prodlicta.,,,, .• ,,,,,,,,,, , • , , • , , , , , , , , , , , •• , , • , , , • , ..... , •• 
Vn.luo or crop• )Ull'veated •••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••.•..•••••••..••••••.•••••••••• 

F1r1n operators.,,, •• ,,.,, ..•••. ,,,,.,.,,.,.,.,,,,,,., .• ,.,.,,, •• ,,,,,, •• ,,,,, •• ,, 
Fo:rma rcportinR or opcrat.or11 reporting,,,,.,, .•• ,,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,., .•• ,, •••• ,, 
Wnd owncd 1 rent.ed 1 and managed •..• , •.••• ,,,,.,,,.,,,, •• ,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
Land owned,,, ••• , ••• ,.,, ••••••••.••.• ,,,, .••. ••• •. ••••· •• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Land rented from othora •.•••••.••.••••••.• , •• • •, • • · • • • ••• •. • .••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I.and rtintod t;.o athcra, , , • , • , , , , , , • , , , , • , •• , , • , , , , , .• , • , , •• , • , , , , , , , , , •• , •• , , , ••• , 

CLASSIFICATION OF FAllMS L.and art)a., •••••..•••••• ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 
l.and in fl\rma.,,,,,,, .• ,., •• ,., •• ,.,, ••• , , , •• , • , • , •• , •• , , , , , • , •••• , ••••• , , , ••••• 
Valuo ot land and build!ngo., •• ,, ..... ,, .. , .. , .... , ... , ••••• ,,, ................. . 
Age oC oparatora,,,., •• ,,,,, •. , ••• ,., •••• ,.,,, •• ,,, ••••••••• ,,.,,., •• ,. • •, •• , •••• 
l\eaidence o! !arm operator •• , ••. ,.,,, ••• ,, •••••• ,,.,., ••••••.•.••••••• ,.•, •• , •• ,. 
Years on pnaont. fum (year began opera.ti on of preaar'l.t I.rm). •• ,., •• , •••.••• ,.•., 

XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XlV 
XIV 
XIV 

Farma by aiia •• ,. ,, , •• , , ,, ••• , , , , , , , , , , , , , ,, , , , , •• ,, , , , , , , , •• , •• , •••••••• •••••••• 
Farlfl.lll by tenure 0£ oparal:oor,.,.,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,.,,,, ••• , •• , ...... , , •••• , •• 
Farma by color or race1: cf opel'ator .• ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, •• ,,, ••••• ,.,., •• ,, •• , •• , •• 
F•rm1 by economic ala.••·,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,. , • , , , , , • , , , , • , , , •••• , ••••••• , , • , , • 
F•rma by typo, ••• , •••••• ,., •• ,, •• ,,,,, • , , , • , , , • , , , , , , , •• , , , •• , , •••• , ••• , ••• , • , , •• 

0££ .. farm work and othQr incomo •••• ,,.,,.,,,.,.,, •••••••• ,,,.,,.,., •. , ••••••• , •••• 
Specified Iac:ilitiea •• ,,, •• ,.,, ••• ,, ••••• ,,,, •• ,.,., •. , •• ,,.,., .•• , •••• , •• , •• , ••• 
Spe1ci£icd equipment on fanna •• , ,, , ,,, • , , •• ,, ••• ,,,,,,,, •• ,, •• , •••••••• ~. • ,, ,, . ••. 
Claaaific•tion of fnnn• by clnas of work pawar., ,, , , •• '.'., ••• ,, ••• ,,,, •• • ,, ,, •• •• 

v.lufll or farm product• wold. t t 0 t •I I I 0 I 0 •I I I I Io o o. to. t I If o O I I 0 o 0 t • 0 I 1 Io o o •• o o o t t • o 

P9ultry 11lea •••• ,, , , •• , ,, •• , , , , ,,, ,, • , ,, ,,, , , • , • ,, ••••• ,, , ,, , , , , ,, , •••• , 1, ,, ,,, • 

Dirre:renou in data preaentad by counties and by StRte economic 11\ru.1.,,,,.,, .. ,, 

Item 

Chapter A-STATISTICS FOR TllE STATE 

Stato Tahlc-
1. -Farm.a, acreaft«i 1 and value: Cenau•es 0£ 1920 to 1950.,,,,,, •••• •,,.,,, ............. ,., •••••••••••••••• ,.,.,,.,,.,.,,, ",,.,.,,, .. ,.,,,,,,, ..... , ••••• ,,,,,,,,,, 
2:.-FarN by aile: Cenau11«11of1920 to 1950,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••••.•.....•. ~ •... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••.•..•• ,.,,,,,,,,,, 
3. -Ft11rms by color and tenure of oper1t1;>r; Ccnauaea of 1920 to 1950,., ••••••••• ,, •••••• ,,, •• • •••••••• , • • •, ••••• , • , • , • , , ••••• , , , , • , , , , , •• , , • , •••• , , ••••• , , , •. , •• , , • 
4, -Caah rent paid for £arm 11.nd and buildings: C.en•uati• of 1930 tQ 1950, •., ••• , •••• , •••• , , , • , •• , ••••• , •••••• , , , , , • , •• , , , • , •••• , • , , • , , •• , • , , ••••• , • , , , , •••• , , •• , • , 
S.-Farm operator• by color, reaidcmce, off,.£.rm work; •Re, 11.nd yoar1 on preaent fa.rml Ccnauaca of 1920 to 1950,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., .• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
6.-Ilftta or enumet"atian: Ccnau101or1950 and 1945 •••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
7, -Specified facilities and equipment, trading center, and ronda: Ccn1rnar:111 of 1920 to 1950 •• ,,.,., •••••• , •• ,,,,.,, •• ,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,.,,,,, •• ,,.,,,,, •• ,,,,,.,., 
8,-Motortrucka 1 tractora 1 1md automobiloa on fftrrn1 1 chaai£it1d by year of model: Cenausn of' 1950, 1945 1 and 1940 •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
9.-Farm labor and specified fnrm expenditure11: Ccnauaea of 1920 to 1950,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •.••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

10. -Farm taxea: Cenau1oa of 1930 to 1950,., •• ,, •• ,., •• ,,, •••• , •.••••• , .•• • ••• • • •••••• • •. • •. • • •• •. • • •••• • • •••• • •, .• • • • •• • •• • • •••• • ••••••••••••• • •• • • • • •••• • •., .•••• 
11.-Liveatock and liveatock products: Cen11ua6a of 1920 to 195Q,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
l2o -Specified CrOpl harveatcd: Cen8Ulft8 O{ 1920 tO 1950, o 1 o 1 o o o 1 It' Io•• t t I 1 o t t O O t' t O '• o O' I'' t • t • o' • o • o •''I' O 0 O O +' t'' O o O' t I' I• f Ott O I•• t •I 1 1 • o o o • o ••''Oto O' '> o 1 O • O I+ 
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INTRODUCTION 
History of the census of e.grioulture.-The first National census 

of agriculture was taken in connection with the Sixth Decennial 
Census of Population in 1840. Since 18,iO, a census of agriculture 
has been taken in conjunction with the census of population in each 
decennial enumeration. Congress first provided for a mid-decennial 
agriculture census to be taken in HH5, but because of World War I 
this census was not taken. Congress again provided for a mid
decennial agriculture census to be taken as of January 1, 1925. 
Since 1 fl20, there has been a Federal census of agriculture every 
fifth year. 

Legal basis for the 1950 Census of Agriculture.-Authorizatiun 
for the 1 fl50 Census of Agriculture was made in the act of Congress, 
approved .June: 18, lfl2fl, providing for the fifteenth and subsequent 
decennial censuses. This act also provided for a census of 
agriculturn in 1935 and every 10 years thereafter. 

The enumera.tion,-About 2 weeks prior to the census date of 
April 1, Hl50, agriculture questionnaires were distributed to box 
holders in rural areas and to box holders in other areas not having 
city-type mail delivery in all States except North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and in 05 of 
the 75 counties in Arlmusns. The agricultme questionnaires 
distributed wore accompanied by a letter asking farm operators 
to examine the qumitionnairo and answer as many of the questions 
as possible prior to the visit of tho Census enumerator, This 
method of t1numeratfon was designed to help the enumerator and 
the farmer am! to obtain moro accurate information than in fornrnr 
censuRos. Enumerators wcro required to visit each farm to pick 
up, complete, or fill the agriculture questionnaire and to obtain 
the required information on population and housing. This prooo
duro enabled farm operators to become familiar with tho kinds of 
information required for tho census and alw enabled them to check 
their records prior to the visil; of the Censm1 enumerator and to 
compile any data nooclecl for answering tho inquiries on the ques
tionnaire. Bven if the farm operator had filled out the agriculture 
questionnaire, t.ho Census enumerator was instructed to examine 
the entries to determine that all required entries had boon properly 
made. 

PlanH for the lfl50 Census included four provisions designed to 
insure completeness of coverage of the consus of agriculture. 
First, tho questionnaire used for the census of population contained 
two possible inquiries for every family enumerated. Ono of those 
questions was: "Is this house on a farm?" In case the answer was 
"No," the second was: "Is this house on a place of throe or more 
acres?" If the answer to either of those inquiries was "Yos," the 
Census enumerator was instructed to obtain an agriculture ques
tionnaire from the person in charge of tho place. This procedure 
was used in order to insure the enumeration of places, not locally 
considered as farms, with sufficient agricultural production to 
qualify as farms according to Census criteria. While this method 
resulted in tho Hocuring of a considerable number of questionnaires 
which did not meet the criteria, it did insure tho inclusion of many 
places that. might not have been enumerated otherwise. 

Second, as in several former censuses, enumerators in rural 
areas were instructed to indicate on their maps the location of 
every dwelling place and farm. This procedure was intended to 
help the supervisor to ascertain if his enumerators had visited all 
parts of the enumeration districts assigned them. 

Third, prior to the census, lists of tho very large farms were 
prepared from the records of the 1945 Census of Agriculture and 
were reviewed in 1049 by members of the field staff of the Bureau 

of Agricultu1·al Economics, U. S. Department of Agl'ioulture 
(sworn in as special agcutH of the Bureau of t,110 ConsuH) for the 
purpose of making corrections, deletions, and 11.ddit.ions as neces
sary. These lists wore given to the Census supervisors who wore 
required to check them to sec that each oft.he farms wns enumer
ated. The questionnaires obtained wore also checked with tho 
lists of largo farms during i;he processing in the Washington 
office. (See Large Farms, p. x.) 

Fourth, in most of the Sout;h, a special supplementary qtwRtion
naire (I,andlord-Tenant Operations Questionnaire) aided in the 
enumeration of cropper and other teuant fiwms cmupriHing partH 
of larger 11tncl holdings, plantations, etc. ThiH quostionnail'e was 
required when two or more agriculture questionuaireH wore noodod 
for 11. land holding. Enumerators were to JiHt tho names of tho 
landlord and oach croppor and other tenant and to give, for each 
listing, the information oallod for on tho quei;tiounairc. " 

Queiitionnaires used for the 1950 Census of Agrio\llture.-'rl1e 
number of inquiries in t;he 1050 Census of Agriculture varied from 
State to Stai;c. A ·total of ,11 different vcmiions .uf 1i11e question
naire was nsod for taking ·tho consns. 'l'lle quostionnairos con
tained from 1811 to 22fl inquiries. Most of t;l10 difforcncm-1 in the 
nnmbor of inquiries related to crops. By using St;ato qucHtion
naircs, it was possible to reduce the number of inquiries carried on 
the questionnairo for a particular Rtat.o by eliminating q110Rtions, 
mainly for c1·ops, which were not applicable in that Stat;o, For 
example, rice is an important crop in only n few States; by the ust1 
of State questionnaires, il; was possible to omit the inquiry on rice 
from the queRtionnaircs for all Htatcs oxoopi; thoso in which rice 
iH an important crop. Also, tho use of a State questionnaire made 
it possible to have separate questions for all the import;a11l; ctops 
grown in a particular Sta.to, and to obtain reports of production in 
the unit of measure commonly UAed in that, State. This variation 
in the number of inquiries by States (rcgionalization) was used in 
sovoral previous censuses. It was used to a greater extent. in the 
1050 Census. 

SAMPLING 

Sampling was used for tho 1050 Oon@s of Agriculture In two 
ways. First, the daba on farm facilities and equipment, farm 
labor, farm oxpendituJ'es, distance to trading center, value of farm 
land and buildings, taxes, mort;gago debt, etc. (Questions 306 
through 332 of the questionnaire; 1100 facsimile in the appendix), 
wore enumerated for only a SAMPLE of farms, Second, tho use 
of a sample made possible .tho tabulation of a greater volume of 
datn. than would have been possible if reports for all farms had 
been included. In fact, most of the data shown in thi1:1 report by 
State economic areas arc estimates prepared on the basis of the 
tabulation of data for the samplo of farms. Those tabulations arc 
based on tho same sample of farms as was used in the enumeration. 

Description of the sample for the 1950 Census.-'.l'hc 111imple 
used for the 1950 Census of Agriculture consisted of all largo farms 
and one-fifth of all remaining farms. Farms to be included 
in the sample wore selectod during tho c11mn01·ation. Tho 
Census er.nunerator was given a procedure fo1· solooting tho 
farms i;o be included in the samplo and he was instructed 
not to modify this pro.cedure in any case. Ho was i11str11ctod 
to include in tho sample and to obtain the additional informa
t.ion (answers to Questions 306 t.hrough 332) for any farm if 
tho qucstiormaire on which it waH to be enumerated had a 
designated serial number. All agriculture questionnaires given 

n: 



x INTRODUCTION 
to Cummt-1 e111111wratms, 11s well UR thrn·w distributud through the 
umil, Nll'I'il'cl it ~ml'inl nmulwr. Th\'S\' Herial mmlbers rnngerl 
frnm I t.hrtmgh 5. Tlw dPHignatl:tl Herinl uumlHir of the qlWH

tio1111nire for whinh t.llll :-;muplti iufornuttion was to lrn obt.ained 
WHH dutlH'llliiwd hy eonqim'ing t.lm iml'iuJ number Qf tho 11gri
m1lt111·() q1wst.iommin• with the serial nnmhor assigned in Wash
ingtnn to tho mrnml•rnt,ion dist;rict .. 

t'r<\W lnnclm·:-1 Wl'l'e hrntr111:t;~d to !li'l' that the additional infor
llmtim1 r1•c11tin•cl for forms in tho :;umplo w11.s obtained for all 
ra.rmH Oil t.lw li\1'1-(ll form liHt.. During thn jll'OC!'f'!ling operat.iOill:l 
in W Mhinp;t on any farm not. !Llrmtdy in the samplo that, 1m\t tlrn 
\•rit1•ri1L fm IL \a1·gl' form wll.H utlded to the immpln and if the 110CllH-
11o.ry h1fm·mnl i1111 for itnmR lo lrn ohtninnd only for farms in tho 
Rampfo 111\ll not lwe11 H<wurtHI, th() rnquircid d1it1i wm·o ohtah1ml 
by mail. 

Dosoription of the sa.mple for tho 1945 Cehsus,"··-'l'lrn H11mple of 
formi-; HHNI In l O·ll'i w1\H only !ibn11t op11-thirrl as l!irgn a11 
tl11~t. \IHtHl i11 Hlfifl arnl wn<i ~mlN~ted hy a difTcrent mot;hoc!. In 
Hl·ili, 1•1wh cmnnt.~· w1u-i divl!lml iut.o c1·0Hfi H<•c1tiouH of small nrnrn1 

twcn•aging 2.f1 i,;q111u·e ml!P1-1 in :;izo a!Hl <Hml1Li11ing about 5 farrnK 
t•aoh. A HIUHpln t1C 1 nut. of ll\'lll'Y 18 llf t ht•Ht• ~mmll arenH or sarnpln 
Hl'j.(llWlltH WILK Ht1lt•\\t.1•d ltlltl 1111 fm'lllA lrnvi11g tlwir 11011clqnarturH 
wiLhin tlu1 Hl'hrntN\ nr<•u11 WPl'H dmdgmitnd UR Hnmpln farnrn, 11111! 
WN'\' c•111111wrntrnl on q11t•:l!lorn1ain•11 eont.nininp; thn snpplmnnnt1try 
qm•st.JouH in nddilfon 1.11 tlw qllPHt.inn~ ttHkNl uf 11m1tt11mplo fo.rim;. 
fo HJ.I.'!, 11.H in HliiO, tlw 11mn11ll11µ; pllm pnwidrnl for thCl inllh!ttinn 
cir 1q1pro~imat1•ly nn,oon luriw frm11H I'Pp;m·cllnHH of Lheir locntion. 

Acljm1tinent or the sn.mple. Au 1ulj11HlllH'lli· iu t.lw Hmnplo Wl\H 

much1 fur thl' }llll')HlRl' of (1) im111·11vi11p; tlu• rt'linilility of tht• <1ttt.i
llU\tl.•H from Um 111u11pl11 h~· 1t pro11nH:-1 i'HHl'nt.inll~· 11q11iv1il!\1lt, t.o Ht.rn.t
ifyinp; th11 ftU'lllH in tl111 HIUUJlit• 1.1~· 1-1hw mul 1•[l()J\(lJlli(\ Ult\HH of fnl'lll 

a.ml (2) rNhwh1µ; hiUHl'H intrud1wNI llut1a11r1n CPWil\H llllllllll'l'llLtirH 

die! 11111, follow p1·rfr(1tly tlw nu•thu<l 011tlirn11l for 1·1(!lm:t.i11p; t.hl\ 
farmi; in tlw i;1unph•. 

('1\1111u~ m11111wr11LmH tlid 1111t ulw1iy11 t\Ol'l'l't•tl~· follow Ow !lt\lllJ1li11p; 

prOlll\tlurt\ fill' s1•h•11tinµ; fm-nn1 to ho iueltul1•d ill thn iitnupln. 111 
go1wra.I, mrn11rn1·at.cm1 hud n lm1d1m11y lo ilwludo tll(l 1111·w1r 1mcl 
bolt.c•r Ct1r111:1 iu t.IH\ H1u11111t•. A11alytll'il iutlicatt?d that 21wre roliable 
N1tim1itP11 wo11hl Im ubt,1iim~d if tlrn fnnm1 in t.lu\ Ham11lo wmc iu 
o!fot~t Hll'Milh•d hy 1'4iZP 1Ulll by l!COIWllliC elMil lmkrn t.110 C!<!thnatmi 
Wl1tl\ Jlrt'JllU'Nl IHI t:,lw hat1iil of l.lw lilllll}Jitl. 

In urchir to adjltKt Ow 111\mplo for c•aoh ucunomio nroa, <llllllltl'l 

w11rn ohtnl11n1! uf 1~11 farnrn uncl of 111u1111lCl forms by aizo and oco-
11omi1i chttts f.(l'lllllll'I, Tho rtll'l'llapm1dit1 g conut11 for the iiam1ilo 
WPl'll t.!w11 COllllll\l'(!tl with thll 11111nt111r tll l:m (IX}lCCtC!d fm· t.lm 
immph1 (tlw total umm!. fm !Lll fiirmH di vidc•d by 5) a11d an adj111:1t
numt, w1w 11mdu 1m thnt. the siunplo 1:mmt uqu11lcd itH mqic:ctncl value. 
Adjrn1t.1111111tfl WLi.ru mnd(\ in Lim Htunplo hy 111iminati11g farms whon 
too 1111my wm·o indmlml for t~ 1-11wdifod oltu1t1 in an economic arett 
or by duvlica.t.ing fnrmH wlwu too fow wero im\ludod. Tho forml:l 
olimlnatctl or du11lkMml for t\ cltu-B worn Heloct!1d at random from 
1muntfo11 C>vor- m· 11111h1r-n1pruritmt.ml iu t.lrn (llll.l:IS. 'l'hc gross· adjust.· 
moats involved wo1·0 rolntiv1ily Hnrnll in mo1-1t nroa.R, avomglng 3 
portiont olimil1atml aml 2 perccrnt duplicated for all al'Oas in tho 
Unltt1d St.ato1:1. 

Thi1:1 adjustnrnnt procwdur·o iwhit1vod most of tho rocluotion hi 
tho 11ampli11g cm·or1:1 uf t.h() m1tima.t.P1:1 for Sta.to ocouomic areas 
that ooulcl have hewn realized hy It moro cnmpllC1Ltod method of 
Nttimal.ion hy which scp1.trnto t<ltah1 would bo tabulated by sizo 
and 111mm1niio claafi p;rmtps, cstirniitos preparod group by group 
on the btuiis of thCl ncitutil sampling rntio in thn group, and the 
gronp cst.ima.tes oomhinod to provide t.lrn estimates for tho econom
ic !\J'C!\. Thi11 ndjm1t.nwut promHh1rc1 also tn11docl to reduce thn 
effoct11 of poRsibln hitU:1cis iutroduced by failuru of somo omuner~ 
u.tor11 to Follow strictly t.he r111'1~ for sdncting the sample farnrn. 

Relia.bility of estimates ba.aed on th.e sample.-Thc figures bused 
on t.lrn tnbuhtt.iou of dnta for only a sample of farms are subject. 
to 1;ampling errorl:!. \V hon data based on only a sample of farms 

are shown in the sume table with enumerated data for all farms, 
the data ho.sod on a sample are shown in italics. Approximate 
measures of the snmpllug reliability of estimates are given in State 
'l't\bles 28, 2\), and 30 for farms repcrting and for item totals. 

These measures indicate t.hc general level of sampling relia
bility of the estimates, but do not include adequate allowances for 
sources of error other than sampling variation, as for example, 
errors in original a'ata furniRhed by farmers. Sources of error 
other than sampling may be relatively more important than 
sampling variation, especially for totals for a State. 

In general, the measures of sampling reliability presented are 
conservative, in that they tend to overestimate the variations in 
the sample estimates, hecause: (1) maximum figures intended to 
serve for all State economic areas were used and (2) the predicted 
limit;~ of error do not take into considerntion that complete data 
were tabulated for all large farms. Consequently, there is a tend
cmcy to overestimat.e tho variations in the sample especially for 
groupR for which the totals for large farms represent a high per
em1t.11p;e of the item totals. Duto. for large farms for a number of 
it,enu; 11r1i given in State Table 13. The data in this table indicate 
for cmeh item the 11roportiou of the State total represented by large 
farms. 
. TltC\ ostimated sampling reliabi!it.y for number ·of farms and 
fiirms reporting Rpecified itemR is given in State Table 28. Data in 
Rtatu ~l'ahll1R 29 and 30 are given to assist in determining the gen
eml lovel of samplh1g reliability of estimated totals. In State 
'J'n\ilo BQ lL list of the items is given and the level of sampling re
linhi\ity as iihowu in State Table 2\l is indicated. By referring to 
HLtit.o 'l'able 2H in the column for the level of sampling reliability 
clrndp;nnt.ecl in State '!'able 30, the sumpling error according to the 
nmnbet• 9f fat·rns reporting may be obt.nined. Sr,ato 'l'ables 28 
nwl 2D Hhow perccmtage limits, such that the chances are about 
2 i11 3 that tho diffenmee between the estimates b1tsed on the 
Ht\lllJlk and tho figures that wouid have been obtained from 11 tab
ulation for all farms would be less than the limit specified. How
l!Ver, the c:hancoH are 99 in 100 that tho difference would be less 
tlrnn two and oue-half times the percentage limit given in tho table. 

Tho data in State 'fables 28 and 20 indicat:l:l thut when the num .. 
lH1r of fa.mis reporting. specified items is small, the item totals are 
imbjeuL to relatively large sampling errors. Nevertheless, the com
plete detail for every classification for each item is presented 
to insm·o maximum usefnlne>ss for obtaining estimateii for any 
cornbinu:tious of it.oms that may be desil·ed. I>eroentage figures 
and a verageH derived from the tables will generally have greater 
l'cliability than the estimated totals; also significant patterns of 
relnt;ionship may sometimes be observed even though the individ
ual data nre subject to relatively large sampling errors. 

Method of estimation.-All do.ta shown in this report which· are 
baAcd on a sample of farms have been expanded to represent fig
ure1:1 for all forms. These expanded figures were obtained by 
multiplying by five the totals tabulated from the sample for all 
exeopt the large farms, ancl . .,adding totals for large farms. 

LARGE FARMS 

Plans for the 1950 Census of Agricultttre included special pro
'visions to insure the enumeration of all large farm operating units. 
1ror Census purposes, any farm that met any of five crite1'ia was 
considr>red a large farm. The criteria aro shown iP the following 
table: 
Criteria 

Western States.1 

J,and in farms 5,000 acres or more 
Total cropland (crop-

land harvested+ crop-
land pastured+crop-
land not harvested 
or pastured) 1,000 acres or more 

Other States. 
1,000 acres or more 

750 acres or more 

1 Ariz., OallC., Colo., Idaho, Kmis., Mont., Nebr., Nev,, N. Mox., N, Pak., Okla.• 
Oreg., S. Dak., Tex., Utah, ·wash,, and Wyo. 
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Cattle of all ages 

Sheep of all ages 

Value of farm proclucts 
sold or to be sold 

500 or more 200 or m.or1i 

4,000 or more 500 or more 

$70,000 or more $70,000 or moro 

In Alabama, Georgia, MissisHippi, South Carolina, andLouiHiana, 
and in specified counticH iu Kentucky, Maryland, MisHouri, Nort;h 
Carolina, Tcm1cHsee1 Virp;inia, l•'lorirl!i, ArkanHaH, and Texaa, tho 
criteria applied to the totah-i for th!l cutiro landlord-tenant opera
tion, plantation, or other type of large farm holding. If the land
lord-tenant op<1ration qualified aH a large farm, the home farm 
portion of the landlord-tenant O!H!ratiou waK con1>ide1red a large 
farm even though the home farm operating unit rlid not itsolf meet 
the criteria for a large farm. 

PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS 
Thif1 report prcsentH data from the lll50 Ccnsm1 of Agricnlturc 

with comparable data from previous cemn\scs, beginning wit.h 
1920. Dnta fl.I'll prmwnted for i;hc State, for each county, and for 
State economic areaH. Jt'or each of these areas, tho tables prcHcut; 
some infoririation which is not shown in tho tables for either of the 
other areas. 

State tables.-Thc State tables present data for those items for 
which hi8Lorical figures are available for ceniiuHes prior to 1!1'15. 
They present; data for some UemH whkh are not• shown in the 
county or State economit1 area tabk1H; for example, tnxe1:1 and ca.'!h 
rent. '!'hey also show Home itoms from the 1\J50 Ce11sm1 t;hat are 
carried in the county or St.atrJ econmnie area tables for which there 
is additional information (oLhor than hi1:1t.oricnl), for example, 
wage rates. 

County ta.bles.-County tables contain some data for most of 
the items on tho 1050 Qncstionnairo. Ilowevm·, thoy rio not con. 
tain all tho 1wailabll~ information; for example, the dat11 for farms 
by Rizu of farm nnd by tcnurn of operator are given, in part, in tho 
connt;y tableH but in greater detail in tho Stato economic a!'oa 
tablcR. Most ciatn by economic claHs of farm and by typo of fam1 
are not, given in the county tnbles, but they are given in !;be State 
tables aml int.he St.ate economic aroa tables. For most, items tho 
avnilablo ~1omparablc data from the 1\H5 Census arc also shown in 
these county tables. 

State economic area tables.-ThCl:m tablcH t>rcsont frequency 
distributions of farms :report;ing specified items, suuh llH operators 
by ago, corn by ncros harvcst•od, cattle and cnlvcH by number on 
hand, ot.c. They also present detailed data on farms and farm 
characteristimi by several t\laHsificationR, namely 1 Hize of farm, 
tenure of farm operatm·, economic class of farm, and typo of farm. 
Farm counts are alRo shown for clasHifications within elaAsifictitions, 
for oxample, size of form by tenure of .operator, fli?.() of farm by 
economic class of farm, and size of farm by 1;ype of farm, CJto. 

Minor civil division ta.bles.-Data for most of the it(lms includocl 
in the lll50 Census wore tabulated l.Jy minor civil divisions. 'l'heRc 
a'ro not included 'in any published reports. Informatidn for theA<l 
small geographic areas may be obtained by }JUying tho cost of 
checking the data and propa!'ing stati1:1tical tables. 

State economic area.s.-State economic aroas represent group
ings of count.ies within a State. Tho countieA comprising a State 
oconornio area have similar agricultural, demographic, climatio, 
physiogrnphie, and cultural charo.cteristics. Basically, State 
economie areas have been established for tho purposo of presenting 
statistics not, only for the 1950 Census of Agriculture but also for 
the Censuses of Population and Housing. In order to cshabliHh 
areas for ull 3 of these censuses, tho <18 States have been subdivided 
into 501 Stu to eeonomiearcas. (For a description of State economic 
areas, ~we 1'l10 Special H.oport of tho 1050 Census ontiUed 
"State Bconomic Areas: A Dcserlpt;ion of the Prooodm·il Usocl in 
Making a Functional Grouping of the Counties in the United 
States.") For the purpose of presenting agricultural statistics, 
most metropolitan areas have boon combined with adjacent eco
nomic areas when the number of forms and agricultural procluotiou 

of the metropolitan area are of small importance. On tho other 
hand, in a fow cases, because of significant, differences in the 
charaetciristic13 of tho ngriculturc within the State cconomie areas, 
some Stnte economic areas have boon ::;ubdivided in order to pre· 
sent statistics for the Hl50 Census of Agriculture. Outside tlrn 
mot;ropolitau m·eas, the Stato ocono1nic areas in general are the 
same as State type-of-farl!ling areas. Por thu United StateR, it 
is planned t.o show dutailecl statiHtics for approximately 362 State 
economic areas. A map showing the Sta.to cconomfo areas t,o 
which thiH report relates iH Ahown·at the beginning or Chapter c 
of this rep()rt .. 

'l'hc use of State economic areas as a unit for the presentation of 
statistics haFJ mado poHKible many (;almlations, by size of farm, 
tenure of farm operator, economic clas1:1 of farm, and type of farm, 
t.hat would not lmvc been pm;siblo by counties because of the cost 
of tnbulation, amount of clcrieal work required, cost of publica· 
Lion, and reliability of the data. Since the counties comprising 
each State economic area have tiimilar charactorist.im;, data for a 
State economic are11 may be micd for describing, with reasonable 
accuracy, the charaetcriHtics of the agriculture in each county 
making up the area. 

Comparability of data for various censuses.-Comparability of 
tho dat<a may bo affected by such factors as tho month iu which 
tho tmurneration was madt\1 the definition of a form, the wordi!lg 
of t.hc questions, etc. Whon the comparability is aITeetocl to all 
appreciablo extent, mention is made of tho difforcmocl! under tho 
spccifi o item. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Definitions and oxplanations arc prcsontod only for thoso itoms 
for which th<l tablo doscriptions are considorod inackiquato. Tim 
dcseriptivo t;crms and explanations refer principally to the 1950 
Consns of Agrionlt.uro, although, in gonoral, tlrny arti also applicahk1 
to oarlior consnsnA. Tho dnfinitlons consist primarily of a r6Hmn6 
of tho quostionnalro wording, occasionally sufiplomentocl by tho 
more cssenUal parts of instructions giveu to the emunerators. For 
the exact phmsing of the inquirlns arid of tho instruotlons included 
on the questlonnairo,· rofcronco should bti n1ado to tho facsimile of 
the 1950 Agrioulturo (~neRtionnaire shown in tho appendix. 

An analysiH of tho inquiries inclndod on the quostionnairoH and 
of Urn data obtainod is ~hown in Volumo II, General ltoport, Stat.is· 
tics by SubjOclts, United StaLmi Census of Agricn1ltun11 1950. 
'l'ho general roport prosontA st1itil:itics for States by Rubject 
mat tor. 

GENERAL FARM INFORMATION 

The census d11.te.-'l'ho lll50 Census of Agrioulturti was takon as 
of April 1, 1950. Inveutory 'items relate to approxhnabely that 
dato. Data on a01·oago and quantity of crops harvested aro for 
tlui crop yoar of 1940. Data 011 sales of orops rtilo.to to orops pro~ 
dncod in t.lrn orop year of 'lOM>; data on sales of 11 vestock rolat,c to 
tho calendm· year of lOiJ.O; data 011 sales of livostook products 
relato to t;ho production in the calendar yonr of HHO. Although 
tho section heading on thc1 queRtionnaire spocificd April 1 for all 
inventory items, the individual inquiries did not refer to any 
date. Thcroforc, tho rnplioA may roprosent t·.ho dato tho qnost.ion
naires were filled. The quesbionnairos were generally filled within 
a few days following April 1. The act providing for tho census 
requires that no onnmcrator bo assigned a larger aroa than ho 
can onumeratu complotely in 30 days from tho census de.to. 'l'his 
provision was made for tho pmposo of ensuring promptness in 
the eompletion of tho enumeration. I-Iowovor, because of weather, 
road1:1 1 or othol' conditious, a longer period may have been roquirnd 
for t'1w cnumeratfon in Rome ease$. The average date of enumer
ation of the 1950 Census for each county is given in County Table 
4, and the percentage of farnui enumerated by various dates for 
the State is given in State Table 6. The date on which the cnumcr-
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ator obtained the information required for the census of agricul
ture may affect the statistics because of changes that occurred 
between the census dafo and the actual date of emuneratiqn. 

A farm.-Fot the 1950 Census of Agricultme, places of 3 or 
more acl'es we1·e counted as farms if the value of agricultural 
products in 1949, exclusive of home gardens, amounted to $150 
or more. The agricultural products could have been either for 
110me use or for sale. Places of less than 3 acres were couvted 
as farms only if the value of sales• of agricultural products in 
1949 amounted to $150 or more. Places operated in 191!9 for 
which the value of agricultural products in 1949 was less than 
theso minima because of crop failure or other unusual situation, 
and places operated in 1950 for tho first time were count;ed as 
farms if normally they could be expected to produce these mini
mum quantities of farm products. 

All the land under the control of one porson or })artncrship 
was included as one farm. Control may have boon through 
ownership, or through lease, i·ental1 or cropping arrangement. 

The Census enumemtor was nC:t given tho definition of a farm. 
He was instructed to obtain an agriculture questionnaire for 
every place that th(l operator considered a farm, for ovory place 
of 3 or more acres, whether or not it was consid()rod a farm, and 
for certain specialized oporatious rHgardlcss of tho ail-lo of tho 
placo. The spooiallzod opomtions include grmmhouscs and nurser
ies, places liaving 100 or more poultry, or on which 300 or more 
dozen eggs were produced in 19491 and places with 3 01· more 
hivos of bees. 1'h11s, agriculture qncstionnair<~H wcro fillerl for 
mere places th!ln those that qualified as forml:l. 

The determination as to which rcpor~~ w<irc to be included in 1'hc 
tabulations as representing farmi; was made during tho J>rocossing 
of the qucstiormaircs in Washington. This pt·oc<idure waH followed 
in order that uniform criteria could be applied. 

For the lll'15 and em·Ucr censuses of agriculture, tho dofiniti<m 
of a farm was somewhat moro inclusive. Cenims em1mora.t.ors 
were provided wit.h the definition of a farm o.ud were instl'llctcd to 
fill reports only for those places whiuh met the criteria. From 
1925 to 1945, farms for Census purposes included plMes of 3 or 

. more acres on which there were agricultural oppro.Lions, and places 
of Jess than 3 acres with agricultural product1:1 fo1· homo use or 
for sale with a value of $250 or more. Fo1· places or 3 or more 
acres, no minimum quantity of agricultural production was required 
for purposos of onumeraLion; for placos of under 3 acres all tho 
agricultural p1·oduets valued at $250 or more may have been for 
home 11sc and not for sale. Tho only reports excluded from the 
tabulations were those ta.ken in error a.ncl a fow with very limited 
agricult1ual production ~moll as only a small hotno garden, n few 
fruit trees, a very small flock of chickenR, or the like. In 19115, 
reports for 3 am:es or more wibh limited o.gricul~mo.l operations 
were .retained if there wore 3 or more acres of cropland and pasture, 
or if tho value of prochrcts in 1944 amounted to $150 or more when 
there was less than 3 acres of cropland and J)asturo. 

The definition of a farm in the 1920 Census was similar to that 
used from 1925 to 1940 but was somewhat more inclusive. In 
that year, farms of less than 3 acres with products valued o.t. loss 
the.n $250 wore to be included, provided they required the 
continuous services of at least one person. 

Because of changes in price levels, the $250 limit for value of 
products for farms under 3 acres resulted in the inclusion of 
varying numbers of farms at the several censuses. 

The change in the definition of a farm resulted in a decrease in 
the number of farms, largely in those of 3 or more acres in size. 
Places of 3 or more acres with a value of agricultural products of 
less than $150 were not counted as farms in the 1950 Census. In 
some cases, these places would have been counted as farms if the 
criteria used in 1950 had been the same as those used in previous 
censuses. The change in definition had no appreciable effect. on 
the de.ta for livestock or crops as the total agriculture.I production 

for such places would usually account for less than 1 percent of the 
total for a county or State. 

An appraisal of the effects on the statistics of the change in the 
definition of a farm is included in Volume II, General Report, 
Statistics by States, United States Census of Agriculture. 

Enumeration of land located in tnore than one county.-Land in 
an individual farm may be located in two or more counties. In 
such oases the entire farm was enumerated in only one county. If 
the farm operator lived on the farm, the farm was enumerated in 
tho county in which the farm operator lived. !f the farm operator 
did not live on the farm, the figures for the· farm have been included 
in the county in which the farm headquarters was located. If 
there was any question as to the location of the headquarters uf 
the farm, the farm and all the data for it have been included in the 
county in which most of the land wo.s located. 

Farm opera.tors.-A "farm operator" is a person who operates a 
farm either perfol'ming tho labor himself or directly supervising it. 
He may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant, renter, or she.re 
cropper. If ho rent.s land to others or has land cropped for him 
by others, he is listed as tho opomtor of only that land which he 
retains. In the case of n. partnership, one member was included as 
the operator. The number of farm operators is considered the 
same as the number of farms. 

Farms reporting or operators reporting.-Figurcs for farms 
repol·ting or operators reporting, based on a tabulation of all farms, 
rep1·esent the number of farms, or farm operators, for which tho 
Hpeoified itom was reported, For example, if there were 1,922 
farms in a county and only 1,4G5 had chickens on hand over 4 
months old, tho number of fai·ms reporting chickens would be 1,465. 
Tho difference in t.he total number of farms, and the number of 
farms reporting an item, represents the number of farms riot hav
ing that it.om, provided the inquiry wo.s answered completoly for 
all farms. 

li'or some of the items, such as the age of opera.tor, for which 
reports should have been obtained for all farms, figul'cs al'e given 
for the number not reporting. These farms, or operators, not 
reporting indicate the extent of the incompleteness of t.he reports 
for the item. 

Figures for farms reportitig or operators reporting, based on a 
tabulation for only a sample of farms, represent the total ORtima.ted 
from the sample, not the actual number of farms reporting or oper
ators 1·eporting. In a few eases, the estimated total may exceed 
tho actual number of farms or farm operators in the county or 
Sta to. 

Land owned, rented, and mana.ged.-The land to be included in 
each farm was determined by asking the number of acres owned, 
the acres rented from or worked on shares for otlwrs, and the acres 
rented to or worked on shares by others. The acres Ju the farm 
were obtained by adding the acres owned and acres rented from or 
worked on shares by oth!'lrs, and subtracting the acres rented to or 
worked on shares by others. In case of a managed farm the person 
in charge was asked tho total acreage managed for his employer. 
From this ·total managed acreage was subtracted any of the acre
age which was rented to or cropped by others. For 1050, the 
figures for land owned, land rented from others, and land managed 
by farm operators include land rented to others by form operators. 

In eo.rlier censuses, tho enumerator was instructed to include all 
land rented from others and to exclude all land rented to others. 
He recorded only that portion of the acreage owned and the acreage 
rented from others which was retained by the farm operator, 
Thus, the land included in each farm was essentially the same as 
that included in the 1950 Census. 

Land owned.-Land owned includes nll land which the operator 
or his wife, or both, hold under title, purchase contract, homestead 
law, or as one of the heirs, or as a trustee of au undivided es.tato. 

Land rented from others.-Land rented from others includes 
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land worked on shares for others, and land used rent free, as well as 
all land rented or leased under other o.rrangements. Gro.ziug lo.nd 
used under goverml1ent permit; wo.s not included. 

Land rented to others.--Many form opemtors rent land to 
others. For the mm;t po.rt., tlliH land rented to others represents 
agricultural lands but, it alHo includes tro.cts rented for residential 
or other purposeH. When land is loo.sod, rented, or cropped on 
shares, tho tm1ant or t1roppt1r is eonsidernd tho farm operator even 
tlwugh his landlord may ext1rciHe Hnpervhdon over his operations. 
'l'ho landlord iH considered aH operating only that portion of the 
land not assigrwd to tenants or croppers. 

Land area.-Tlrn approxiurnto land area reported for 1950 for 
State!! and countieH is, in general, the HanH1 as that roportod for the 
HJ.15 and 1!1'10 Cens11so!l. Changes Hincp 10•10 repreHent changes in 
boundary, actno.l changes in lo.ml arco. due to t.11e construction of 
reHorvoira, etc. Tht1 figureH for 10'10 represent.a complete re-meas
urement of tho United St:ateH and therefore may be at variance 
with the figureH Hhown for earlier censuses. 

Land in f&rms.-Tho ncreago designated ''land in forms" 
includci; consitlorable aroas of lnnd not actually under cnltivation 
nml somo !anti not UHed for paHturn or grnzing. All woodland and 
wastciland uwned by farm operntors, or ine!nded in tracts rented 
from othcm1, ii,; iucludod as l!md in farmR unless such land was 
hold for othcir than ltgricultural pnrpoHeH, or unless tho acreo.gc of 
suoh land hold by It farm opprator wrui unustmlly large. If the 
total a!lreago of Janel ownncl, rented, or mnnaged by.a farm operator 
was 1,000 or more (5,000 or morn in the WeHtorn States) and 
loss than 10 pnrmmt or Urn total wn1:1 uHccl for crops, or for pasture 
or grazing, 01· was rcmtetl lo ot.lwrH, nny woodland not grazed and 
any wastelnml, in oxcc1HH or Urn acrnage used for agricultmal 
purpu~ci>, wore mrnludcd from Urn farm aron. 

J~xcopt; for opon rango and grazing llmds used under government 
permit, all grazing land wnH t.o he ineludod mi lnnd in farms. 
Land mmd rent frnn wo.s to be includecl with land rented from 
()thers. Grazing lands oporalecl by grazing associations were to 
be returned in t.Jrn name of tho mo.uagcir in ohnrge. All land in 
Indian reimrv1it.itrns used for growing crops,. or grnzing livestock, 
was to be included. Land in Indian reservations not reported 
by iuclividunl Indian!! m· not rented t<> non-Inclians was to be 
reported in the 11mne of tho cooperative group using the lo.nd. 
Tluui, in Rome iustancmi the ent,iro re~orvation was reported as 
ono form. 

L1md in farma according to use.--Land in farms was classified 
according to how it was miod in 1\lil\l, These elaRses of land arc 
mut.11ally oxolu11ive, i. e., each aore of lo.net was included only 
once oven though it, may ho.ve had more than one use iil lO<Hl, 

Tho cliwsoo are a.s follows: 
Cropland hatve11ted.-··-This includes lnnd from which crops 

wt1re harvested; land from which hay (inoluding wild hay) was 
out.; and land in small fruitH, orchards, vincynrds, nurseries, 
and greenhouses. Laud from which two or more crops were 
reported ai:-1 harvested waR to be counted only once. 

Tho report.eel figure waH checked for each farm by adding 
tho aercmges of tho in di vi<l ual crops reported and subtracting 
the acreK of land from which two crops were harvested. 

Cropland uaed only for pasture.--In the 1950 Census tho 
cmumorator'H inst.ruct.ionK Htattid that rotation pasture and 
all other ciroplo.nd that was uiiod only for pasture wore to be 
Included under this item. No further definition of cropland 
pastured wa.s given t.11e farm operator or Census enu~nerator. 
Permanent open pMture may therefore have .been meluded 
under this it.um or uncler "Other paHtnrn" dependmg on whether 
tho enumerator or farm opero.tor considered it as cropland or 
otlwr laud. 

The figures for 1045 and earlier censuses aro not qntirely 
comparable with thoHe for l!l50. In H~<15, tho figures mclucle 
onlv eropland uH!ld Holely for paHture m HM1! ·that had beep 
plowed within the precoding seven yearA. 'flw figures for tins 
item for the CenHuHeH of 1!!40, 1935, and lll25 are more,nearly 
comparable with those for the Census of 1950, as they molude 

land pastured which could have been plowed and used for 
crops without additional clearing, draining, or irrigating. 

Cropland not harvested and not pastured.-This item includes 
idle cropland, lnnd in soil-improvement. crops only, land on 
which all crops failed, land seeded to crops for harvest after 
1949, and cultivated summer fallow. · 

In the Western States, cropland not harvested and not 
po.stnred has been subdivided to show cultivated summer 
fallow separately. 

Cultivated summer fa.llow.-Cultivated summer fallow in
cludes cropland which was plowed and cultivated but left 
unseeded for several months to control· weeds and conserve 
moisture. No land from which crops were harvested during 
1949 was to be included under this item. 

Other cropland.-This includes idle cropland, land in soil
improvement crops only, land on which all crops failed, and 
land seeded to crops for harvest after 1949. 

Woodland pastured.-This includes all woodland that was 
used for pasture or grazing in 1949, No definition of woodland 
was given in lll50 to either farm operators or Census enumerators 
except an instruction to enumerators not to include brush pas
t.me as woodland. Some of the changes from one census to 
another may merely represent differences in interpretation of the 
meaning of woodland, 

Woodland not pastured.-This includes all woodland which 
was not used for pasture or grazing in 194\l. Unusually largo 
tracts of timber land reported as woodland not pastured were 
excluded from the tabulations of .land in farms when it was 
evident that such land was held primal'ily for nonagricultural 
purposes. 

Other pasture (not cropland and not woodland).-This in
cludes rough and brush land pastnred and any other land 
pastured which tho respondent did not comiider as either wood
land or croplnnd. For t;he l\l45 Census this item is more inclu
Bive than for l\l50 because all nonwoodland pasture not plowed 
wit:hin the preceding 7 years was included. For the 1940 
Cou1ms and earlier years the figures are more nearly comparable 
with those for HJ50, except that the item may be somewhat less 
inclusive as land which could have been plowed and used for 
crops without .additional cle.aring, draining, or irrigating was 
nlassified as plowable pnsture (shown as cropland used only for 
pasture in the tables). 

Other land (house lots, wasteland, etc.)-This item includes 
all house lots, barn lots, lanes, roads, ditches, anrl wasteland. It 
includes all land which docs not belong under o.ny of the other 
land-use classes. 

In addition to the complete classification of land in farms 
according to use, the tables also present data for three broader or 
sun;imnry classifications. 

Figures are shown for the following summary classifications: 
Oropland, total.-This includes cropland harvested, cropland 

used only for pasture, and cropland not harvested and not 
pastured. 

Pasture, total.-This includes cropland used only for pasture, 
woodland pastured, and other pasture (not cropland and not 
woodland). 

Woodland, tota.1.-'rhis includes woodland pastured and 
woodland not pastured. 

Value of land and llui!dings.-The value to be reported was the 
approximate amount for which the land and the buildings on it 
would sell. This item was obtained for only a sample of the farms; 
however, the value was not reported for all the farms comprising 
the sample. Only tho average value per farm and the average per 
acre for the farms reporting are given. The proportion of the 
farms and the proportion of the land in farms for which values 
were reported, provide an indication of the incompleteness of the 
reporting of this item. These proportions were obtained by 
dividing the estimate of farms and of land in farms, for which 
values would have been reported in a complete enumeration, by 
the total count of farms and land in farms, respectively, as obtained 
in the tnbulation of all farms. Perpento.ges of approximately 100 
percent indicate that the value of land and buildings was reported 
for all or nearly nll the farms which were included in the. sample. 
In case the proportion of farms or the proportion of land in farms 
is Jess than 100 percent, reference should be made to the statement 
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of l'l'lialiility of tlm ~mmpln nHlin111,t!' to tlt<tl'rmirn• wlwt lwr this devi· 
11.1 ion iii tlw rPl'!Ult. uf 1 hi' iifl.lll}>lillp; prm•1•,\ur1• or uf lllHh~rl.·eporting. 

Age of opera.tor.-·· .. 1"1wm 1>11t>r11lor,; \n•rn 1·h1""'itil'd by uge into 
i;ix agn grtlllpH. 'l'lw av1•r11µ;t• Iii.II' of fm·m UJ>!'l'Ult.11~'! Wtu;; c_~aloulated 
by dividing t ht~ 1ut11l of t.lw U).l;t'K 11r 1111 furm ntH•1·n1 or:.; reporting 
iig11 hy tlrn nmnht'I' of form 011nrntur11 l'PJ>Ort iup;. 

:Reaidenoe of f11.rm opera.tor.· -1"11rm 11pPrnf PrK ~n·rt• clt.\HHified by 
resitlent~e on tlw litiHiH ur wh1•tlwr or uut th1•y hw•d on the farm 
upernltHI. Bome uf thos1\ not, li\'i11p; on the f111·ul UJH~rn.ted lived 
on ot.Jwr forms. When 11 form 111wrnt111· r1•ut1•1l hnnl fro 1n ot.hers, 
or work(~cl land on Hhtll'l'li fut· utl11•rK, t11ul w1i.~ JH•n11iUt•d the use of 
a clw<•llinp; 1tH pm·t. of tho n•utnl nrru11i.tt•mi>11t, th•· t'tHllnex-.ator's 
i1111trul1tio11H wnro to C"llllHidc~r 1lw c!wl'lliUK n [lllrl of t h1.• fnr1n opor
ntml. Th<i clwc•llinp; llHHiJ.tlH'<l miµ;ht h11 nn It I rnrt ~1 tlmr than thaL 
asAig1wd for lll'llpH. ~int•e H1mw fnrm 01wrut11M li \'t• un Lhoit· farmH 
only a portiu11 of tl11• ;.·1•nr, c1m11mrnhilil)' 11f tlw fil{Hr1•>1 for variouH 
lll'll!1UHUH nmy lu1 inf\m•nt'l'fl tn 1<01111• 1•xt1•11l b~, tlw du.tn of the 
e11umciratinu. Iu It frw ct11>t•H tht• c•11m111'rntur fuih1tl l.n indicate tho 
r(1aidN1m• of tlw fllrm 01wr11t,or. 1Hlft•r1•11r1'!< lu Uw fiµ:urt•H for total 
farmH and thoi;p for 111wmtm·,; l1y n•r<hlt•m·1• ~'lll'i•>1tn1 t \UHiet·· 
c•11umornlfon of foiM it1•111. 

Yaara on pre11ent farm (you beg;au1 oponuon of preaent farm),
'I'he datn on yc•nrM on )lrllHilUI, farm nod ~·N1r l~·Kt\11 uveratfon of 
proaent. fnrm w11rn H1~r11r1•1l nn tlw h11,,lt1 uf llw inq niry, '• \Vhcm did 
you bop;in t.o u11t1mt1.1 thiH ph1r1•1 '' 'l'ho 

(Mllftlltl (\'~r) 
tiruo of yenr that, ftumt•r.~ 1111n·r• h• 11lmw11 hy it hrt•nk1l<:nvn of the 
de.ti~ for th0Mt1 fnrm 01u•r1\tHrl'I who li<'itllll 1111111t•i·u11• l,ht•ir present 
farmt1 within a ym1r uf 1!11• !~1'1111111i dlll1• 11~· thi• auunth t.hoy boga1i 
to oparuto tlmir fa1·111M. 'l'h1• U1hul11titm nf ,rt•ttrfii uu prc~1:mnt farm 
o.t u11.t1h cu111:11111 ili hlllit•tl u11 tlw 1•nlP1Hlt1r y1•llr t 1 u• "]wra.t..or hogan 
opor!\t!ng h!H farm. Ht·t~u11111• 11f 11Uf1•r1•11l•1•.11 i11 Um ch1t1~ for various 
OCllRlll!CH the llp;ut'('tl 1m1 nut t•1ttin•l:r l'!llll)>l\l'Ahlt• frmn ()110 census 
to anotlmr. 

Oft'·farm work l\nd olll&r income. ~hu1y fn.rllt u1 •«ru.turs rocoivo 
n. pa.rt of tht•ir i111mm1• from 111111rl't"1I ot.hi•r tl11m t .. hr•iJ' fn.rtns. The 
Hl50 Agrk11lt.ur1• Qu1•;1t imm1llrn i11d111h>1l t11w1•rt1 l int1 uirloK rein.ting 
to work ofl' th1~ Cnr1111u11! 11tmforn1 iurunw.. Tht~4'1t~ inquiries en.lied 
for W<lrk off tho farm by 11111 far111 u1.1orltl11r; work off the farm by 
other lllfJnt!K'nl of tlw U{H1rntor't1 ftUllil)'; lllld hll~UOW Jrotn other 
Ho11rcM, llllch t\l-1 H1t.lt1 uf p1·rn\11ct11 frum hu11l rNit,t•d out., ca.sh rent, 
bmmltirR, old n.1-111 w11JHl,11111w, pu1111iu11111 ''f•tt-rtmt<' 11.llo\\•t'L.Ut,es, un·om
ploymm1t comp1mlln.t,!tn1, ill'L<!rt'lit, 11.llil hc1lp fru111 ut hnr tnmnbers of 
the 01wrator'11 fnmily. A1mt1wr 1111111\ry Mk1•1l 'wlmtlu:~r the income 
from off.ftmn wnrk nml ot,lwr 11ourl'f>M w11.ti1 l(rNLh•r Om.n tho to·tal 
vnluo o( all ugrfoultm11I rm1tt11cttj Hold from tlm f~rm iu 1941), 01!
form work hwh11l<1i- work 1\1, mm!n,r111 jullii, liu!<iiht0t'll'IC"""• or profes. 
11ion111 wlmtlmr 1wrformctl till tlw fn.r111 im~ml,,.1·~ or 1•l~cnvhere; n.lso 
work on aonwouu u~1'11 fa.rm for 1my or w11p;1'*'" l•:xchnngo work 
was not t.o ho lrwluded. 

'l'lHI JlUl'ptl~l'll Of lht!K(l four lnq11irit•M Wt'fl\ (l) t.O (l btain infor· 
mation in rug1ml tu Uw m~timl t.lmt. !arm u1~1rnt,c.)rt1 pudo1·mod off
fnrm work and tlwir do1xmtltmcti on otlwr illttHIU~, n..nd (2) to i>ro
vlde n hl\.HIM for tho lill\.llt1ifit1Mic111 of Ctlrm11 hy tmononlio class (Sec 
l~arms by ocommiit\ uluttH, JI. xix). 'l'lw l11lN• t, of the inquiry in 
regar<l to wlu.1tlwr ur not, n llH'ltther of tlw hunily had a nonfarm 
job, nntl tfa1 inquiry rtiµ;1mlh1i.t iucomu of Urn ft\ru1 opera tor from 
nonfarm acmrccti wns lo oht11i11 1norr nc1mrt1l{l rt,~pl icK to the inquiry 
regarcllug tho rol11.tiorn1lllp of th1~ lut~tmrn frum ufT-fa.T1n work and 
other sourcoo to tlw tot,al v11luu nf ull 11.griculturnl products sold. 

Specified fa.o!litie11.-"~·'l'ho Hl50 Agrit•ulturo Qnoat.ionnaire con
tained inquiri11a rcp;tmling tPlc1pho11t!ll'I, ohmtri<~ity, electric water 
pumps, ulnotric hot wattir hcmt,urn, Jwrmi frec~ers;, a.nd electric 
WMhing mnchhrnfl. 'l'hnHu i11quiriN1 wN·n nf!kt}d for only a sample 
of the fimns. 

ln 1950 the inquirlni; for dMtrir. fn.cilitiN1 ron.d, "Do you have 
------'/'' followed hy rarh uf thf• 1JlH1t1ifiNl cilectric facilities 

and equipment. The electric water pump was to include n.ny on 
the place whether used for the home, for irrigation, for watering 
livestock, or for other purposes. 

Specified equipment on farms.-In the 1950 Census the infor
mation on farm equipment was obtained for only a sample of farms. 
Wheel tractors were to include home-made tractors but were not 
to include implements with built-in power units such as self-pro
pelled combines, powered buck rakes, etc, In reporting motor
trucks and automobiles, "pick.ups" and truck-trailer combinations 
were to be reported as trucks. School buses were not to be re
ported, and jeeps and station wagons were to be included n.s 
motortrncks or automobiles, depending on whether they were 
used for hauling or as passenger vehicles. 

For farms with motortmoks, tractors, and automobiles, data 
were ahm secured on tho year of model of the newest motortruck, 
tractor, and uutomobilo, respectively. For tractors, the figures for 
year of newest model arc limited to wheel tractors (trn.ctors other 
than garden or crawler). The inquiry for wheel trn.ctors called 
for reporting "HM" for home-made tractors in lieu of tho year of 
model of the newest wheel tractor. The count of ho1'ne·made 
tractors on fn.rms represents the minimum number of home-made 
tractors since a home-mado tractor representing a second, third, 
etc., tractor on tho farm would not be included. For farma 
with two or more motortrucks, wheel tractors, n.nd automobiles, 
respectively, it is not possible to classify the second, third, etc., 
motortruck, tra'ctor, or automobile since the inquiry was limited 
to the year of model of tho newest unit. 

For 1950 and 1940, no estimate of the year of model of the new
est 'motortruck, tractor, and automobile was made if this item was 
not reported; for 1945, the forms not reporting the year of newest 
model were distributed in aoconlance with the year of model for 
vehicles for which the year of model wn.s reported. For 1940, tho 
figures on year of newest model for tractors are for all types of 
tractors. 

Classification of brms by class of work power,-Farms have 
been grouped by class of work power on· the basis of whether horses, 
mules, or tractors were reported. This classifion.tion does not 
present an entirely accurate picture of the work power used on all 
fn.rms. For some farms, all the work power may be furnished by 
the landlord and for some farms all the work power mlly be hired. 
Thus, farms hiring all of the work power from others n.nd those 
having it Iurnishod n.re ahown as havhig no work power. 

Farm la.bor.-The farm labor inquiries for 1950 called for tho 
number of persons doing fa.rm work or chores on the place during 
the calendar week preceding the enumeration. Inasmuch as tho 
enumeration occurred over a period of several weeks, the calendar 
week preceding the cnumern.tion is not the same for all farms. 
(lrarms classified by period of enumeration are shown in Stn.to 
Table 6. The average dn.to of enumeration is shown by counties 
in County Table 4.) 

Farm work was to include any work, ehores, or pln.nning ncces· 
Rary to the operation of the fn.rm or ranch business. Housework 
n.nd contract construction work were not to ho included. 

Separate figu1les were obtained for operators working, llnpa.id 
members 'of the operntor's family working, and hired persons work
ing. Operators were considered as working if they worked l or 
more hours, unpaid members of the operator's family if thoy 
worked 15 or more hours, and hired persons if they worked any 
time during the week preceding the enumeration. The inquiries 
and· the instructions did not contain any specifications regarding 
the age of the persons to be re.ported. 

The dn.ta shown for 1045, 1940, and 1935 on numbers of workers 
on farms arc not fully comparable, primarily because of differences 
in the period to which suel1 data relate. For the 1945 and 1935 
Censuses, the numbers of farm workers are for the first week in 
January. The data for 1940 relate to the last week in Mareh. 
In 1945, 1940, and 1935 only persons working the equivalent of two 
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or more <layH <h1ri11g tlrn 1111ecitied week were to be include<!. In 
l\J.:15 1111<1 l\HO, only workm·H 14 ycarH old au<l over were to be 
includc•d, Iu l!l31i, us in l!l50, there was no 11ge limit. In 19'10 
and in l\l35, ltn inl'ltrnctimlA were iHH1wd to include farm chores as 
form Jal1nr. 

Regular and seasonal workers.···-Hircd pnrHonH working on the 
farm during tho week prcmHling the euumeration were clo.s~cd aH 
"rc~gul11r 11 workcrH if the pm'iod of mqitwt.e<l employment was 150 
clays or morl• during the year, 1111d n.'i "se111:1unal" workers if the 
period of cxpt•oted omploynwllt wni; lesH than 150 clays. If the 
period of t'XJ.Hwtcd cm1iloynumt wiu; not reported, the period of 
cmqiloy111m1t w1u; CHtinmtcd tift(lr taking into account such itcmi:i as 
tho method of 1mymcmt1 w11gn rates, 1iorquiiiites1 m.:pcmdituros for 
labor in 1\l'1\l, nrnl tlrn typl) and otlrnr charnctcristics of tho farm. 

Hired workers by basis of pa.yment.-Hirod pcrson1:1 working on 
tho farm the w<wk preceding tho enumeration wore also cla.ssifiod 
according to tho bru!11:1 of pnymeut. 

Thn CJlltlRtimmait·e callod for the numbers of hired workers pnicl 
on a monthly b1~iN1 011 a weekly h11His1 on a daily basis, on an hourly 
haHiB, and on a }lioctnvork baHiH. l"igur<JR for hired workers for 
whom t.he ht~iH of paymont wn.i; not re1;01·torl arn l:lhowu Roparately, 

Wage rates and hours worked.-···Tlw mte of piiy m1d the hours 
t.lmt worktn'H were oxpectetl to work to 110.ru this p(l.y wore aHkerl for 
each clai<H of worker <1x<w1it tho~n working on a piecr.work basis. 
'l'he 1weragc.~ hours worked mHI thn 1w<mige wu,go ratl'H repre~cnt 
per work11r 11\·erngeH olltiihwtl for f1wm1:1 r(JJrnrtiug both wage ro.tos 
and houl'll work(!(!. 

Perquisites furnished l\ired workers.-I~nrm operators woro 
aalrntl tn l't~Jlllrt what items other than oo.1:1h wages Wllrc received by 
the workt>l'!l for l'lleh bnsiK of )laymcmt hy iuclicating one or more of 
tho following: (1) homm, (2) hunrcl and room, (3) other, and 
(4) nmw. lf a form hntl 2 or more hirnd workers with the samo 
l.u:Wil:! of Ctll:!h }ltl.ylllOllt, llCl JlrClVfaioll Wf.H mado for reporting 
Hc1mratdy tho~!l receiving ditforont por<1uiHitea. 

llo11se furnished,-·"" F11rms reporting workers furnished 
"IHnu10" hwl111fo thoim which al::!o rci1iort "board and room" or 
"othtir" ht 11ddithm to reporting "houso" furnished. 

Board and room furnished ....... Fnrms reporting workers fur
nitthod "board and room" include thmio reporting "board and 
room" and t.11m;o r<i1iortinp; "board and room" and "ol;lwr. 11 

Thuy do not includti farms re11orting "board and l'oom" and 
"h<rnl:le." 

''Other'' furnished.---Parms reporting workers furnished 
"othor" than boa.rd and room or lHrnRo include only those report
ing "other." '!'hmm reporting "boa1·d and room" or "house" 
art1 not, i11c1luclcd. 

No perquisites furnislled.-li'arms reporting workers fur-
11it1lrnd u<l purquisitm; in.clt.ld(i ouly those farms with a 1.·cport of 
"umw." 1'hit1 count doeH not inelude fartnH fumishing pcrqui• 
sitm; to 1unno work<'rH in a particular class and no perquisites to 
otlrnrs; nor dons it includo farms for wllich the inquiry was not 
attswer(id. 

Specified fa.rm expe11dit\lres.-Data on farm expenditures were 
obtained cmlv for aoleetecl ittmrn. For tcnaut-opernted farms tho 
expenditures' wtiro to include those made by the landlord as woll as 
thoao macfo by the tonant. Howovor, in laudlord-tonant areas 
(wh<irn tho La.ucl!ord~'fonant l)poro.tions Questionnaire was used) 
all Urn 1:1rx~clfiml expenditures nrndo by the landlord wore some
times rr.ported on the agrieultm·ci quost.ionnairo filled for the 
home farm, i. e., the land retained by tho landlord and not reported 
on Urn queHtionnniroa fillod for tho tenantH. 111 such instances no 
attempt WM made to prorate tho oxpondi1;ures. Therefore, in the 
preHentation of dtita by variuuR cla1:1sificationB of farms, t.he expcnd
iturus shown for a particular group of farmK may not alway~ be 
r(ilated to the agricultuml oporatiuuH shown for thoHe farms. 

Io:xptmditurni> for machine hire wore to include any labor includod 
in the col'lt, of Htieh machhrn hiro. Machine hiru refers Lu custom 
nmchiIH1 work imch as t.ractor hire, thrcHhiup;, combining, silo 
filling, baling, ginning, plowing, and ripmylng. If part of the farm 

product was given as pay for machine hire, the value of the products 
traded for this service was to be included in the amount of expendi
tures rcported. The cost of trucking, freight, and express was not 
to be included. 

In reporting the amount spent for hired labor only cash 
payments were to be included. Expenditures for housework and 
contraot construction work were not to be included. 

Expenditures for feed were to include the expenditures for 
pasture, salt, condiments, concentrntes, and mineral supplements, 
as well as for grain, hay, and millfeeds. Expenditures for grinding 
and mixing feeds were also to be included. Expenditures made by 
a tenant to his landlord for feed grown on the land rented by the 
tenant were 11ot to be included. 

Expenditures for purchase of livestock and poultry were to 
include amounts spent for purchase of baby chicks, poults, 
chickens, turkeys, clomest.ic rabbits, fur-bearing animals kept in 
captivity, and bees, as well as the amount spent for horses, mules, 
cattle, hogs, sheep, oxen, and goats. 

I~xpenclitures for gasoline and O"ther petroleum fuel and oil 'Were 
to include only those used for the farm business. Pet,roleui:n 
products used for pleasure, or used exclusively in tho farm home 
for heat;ing, cooking, and lighting, were not to be included. 

Expenditures for seeds, bulbs, plants, and trees were to include 
only the cash out;l11y. 

Expendit;ures for tractor repairs and for other farm machinery 
repairs were to include the amounJ; spent for rep.airing (both labor 
and part.H) and the amount spent for repair parts and other replace
ment parts. Bxponditures for tires, tubes, plowshares, black-
1m1jthing1 and the like were to bo included. Expenditures for 
motortruck and automobile rep11irs were not to be includ!ld. 

Fa.rm mortga.ges.-Data on farm mortgages are presented in 
V ulumo II, Gcncro.l Report. This information is not included in 
this roport. 

Farm ta.xes.-The 1950 Questiumlllirc contained two inquiries 
on farm taxe~ as follows: 

"Wha·t was the total amount of property taxes paid (or payable) 
in 1949 on all property owned by you?_ ___ $-----
0 Nono required. (Dolla1·s only) 

(Include only taxes on real estate and personal property. Do not 
incluclo taxes for drainage districts.) 

(a) Of thii:rt;otal, what was the amount of taxes on the land and 
buildings?.._c __ ·-------- $ D Not shown 
scparntely on tax bill." (Dollars only) 

This information was obtained only for owners who were operating 
farms. 

Ca.sh rent.-The information on cash rent relates to tenants and 
to thmm part owners who reported that they paid cash as rent for 
t.ltc portion of their farm rented and reported no other rental 
arrangement. The information was tabulated only when both 
value of land and buildlngs and the amount of cash rent were 
reported. 

IRRIGATION 

Irrigated land is that to which water is applied by artificial 
means for agricultural purposes. Data for total acreage irrigated 
and for acreage irrigated by sprinklers are shown for all States. 
In sprinkler irrigation the water is sprayed from stationary or 
revolving spl'inklers or pipes either overhead or on the surface 
of the ground. 

Additional data on irrigation were obtained for Arizona, Arkan
sas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Montana, Nebraska, ·Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Okla
homa, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and 
Wyoming. 

Statistics on the irrigation works which supplied irrigation water 
were collected in the Census of Irrigation and are published in 
Volume III, Irrigation of Agricultural Lands, This volume also 
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contains some 11.dditional data on irrigation which were collected 
in the 1050 Census of Agriculture. 

Irrigated farms.-Irrig1itcd farms arc farms reporting any land 
irrigated in Hl4\). Data on laud in irrigated farms, and land in 
irrigated farms according to use include the entire D.Creage of land 
in these farms, whether irrigated or not. 

Land in farms irrigated.-Land in fa1ws irrigated relates only 
to that part of the land in irrigated farms to which water was ap
plied in I \)4\), That part of the land which was irrigated by sprin
klers is shown separately. 

Irrigated land in farms according to use.-The classification of 
irrigated land in farms according to use in l\l•Hl accounts for all the 
irrigated land in farms, i. e., the imm of several uses equals the total 
irrigated acreage. 'l'he :mbclasses of irrigated pastlll'() arc not 
entirely compa1·abll1 with the snbelasses of all pasture in forms. 

Irrigated cropland harvested l'CJll'CHenfa that part of tho crop· 
land harvested to whioh water wus applied in Hl49. Sttit.i;;tics for 
individual cropH which were wholly irrigated in tho 20 Western 
States arc shown in County 'l'able 5a. If only a part of tile acre
age in a given crop on a particular farm was irrigated, tJw informa
tion for Htrnh acreage is not included in that table. In most, of tho 
States, tho acroage in thmm partly irrigated cropH rcproscmtH only 
o. small proportion of tho totnl acreage of irrigated cropH, 

Irrigated pasture is tlrnt portion of tho total lut\d 1msturcd to 
which water was applilid in Hl1Hl. 

Irrigated wild grass pasture is irrigated pn>itmc c~onHisting pre
dominantly of origiual istnndH of grnHReR mitive to tho Ioenlity or 
rc-est,ahlfolrnd si:tmds of i;twh grnHseH. Muell of th() irrip;1tte(l wild 
grass pasture is includod in other pasture (not cropland and not 
woodland). 

Irrigated to.me grnss pasture hi irrigatocl pmit.ure co11HiHth1g pre
domino.ntly of p;ntHHll.~ not, nntive or wi\1l iu tho Joc1~1!ty mid of 
alfalfa nnd clovers. Mudt or Urn irl'ip;1itt1tl tame p;l'ltHH p1rntnru Wt\ll 

cla~scd by form 01wmtorH Ill! cropland used only for pasture. 

LtVESTOCK 

The quc11tionnairc tumd for tho Hl50 Census of Agricnlt.urn pro
viclcd for an inventory of nil tho irnportaut kintli:; of nuimals suid 
poultry on fl\rmK aml raneho~. J1:x1!t\jll. for shc~1p and p;oats and 
the unili of mea1mrci for milk Hold, the iuquirim-1 on livestock w11ro 
\lniform for all StntllA. 'l'hc q1rnHtiom1airc c1ill<icl for t.hc number 
of the variouA kindH of 1uiimals a.nrl poultry on tho form fl.fl of April 
1, 1950. l•;uumcrntors and farmer11 wero i111:1lrucLl!d t.o rtlport. live
stock belonging to Urn farrnH and rmwhmi hut grni.ing in 1mtioual 
form~t:11, grazing diAtricts, or 011 OJ>Oll runge. Liv@ioek were to bo 
onunrnrat(1tl on tho fnrm or r1mclt on which they wert.1 lmmtocl on 
April l, regardk!HR of ownership. However, !(; iR known that t:o 
some tlcp;rco Urn number of livostock or poultry rcport,1id on 11 farm 
or ranch dopemlH upon the datcl the qrnii;t.ionuairc i1:1 filled rather 
than tho number on tho fm·m or ranch at the dat() Hpccifiod by the 
questionnaire. 'l'his charnctcrhitio in tlni reporting of livestock 
and poultry numhcrf\ haH no signi!icant, inftucncc cm county and 
State totals uuleHs the em1meral.ion oxtcnch:i over a considerable 
period of time, In order to assist, the usor in apprairiing the dat;a 
on livestock numbers the averngo date of cmumnraLion for each 
county is given in County Tallie 4.', 

'l'ho last seven censuses of agriculture b(iginning with l 1)20 have 
been taken either as of April 1 or ,January 1. '£he cenHuHeH taken 
in the years ending in "O" have been taken as of April 1, except the 
lll20 Census which was taken as of January 1, whiln the censuses 
taken in tho years ending in "5" have been taken as of .Tanuary 1. 
An enumeration made in April l'Csults in inventory t.otalH that 
differ considerably from the totals of an emunerat.ion made in 
January. In most areas a large number of animals arc born be
tween ,January and April. On the ot,her hand, a considerable mun
bcr of older animals are sold or die during the 3-month period, 
January to April. Then too, in the rang~ States, sheep and cattle 
are moved, with the change in season and grazing condition, from 
one locality and county to another for grazing. This movon:i.ent 

may affect the comparability of data for counties and in some 
eases for States. Comparability of the data on the number of live
stock and poultry has also been affected by changes in age grouping 
and questionnaire inquiries from census to census. State Table 
11 presents a description of the different age, sex, and other groups 
of livestock and poultry for each census from 1920 to 1950. 

Milk cows; cows milked; milk produotion.-Data on number of 
milk cows, number of cows milked, and milk production relate to 
the day preceding the enumeration. 

Questionnaires in 2B States, chiefly Western and Midwestern, 
provided 3 alternative units of measure for enumerators and re
spondents for reporting whole milk sales, as follows: (1) po.uuds of 
milk, (2) pounds of butterfat, and (3) gallons of milk. In the other 
States, sales of milk on ·the basis of butterfat were considered rela
tively unimportant and the unit of measure, pounds of butterfat, 
was omitted from the questionnaire. However, in each State, the 
reports on whole milk sold have been converted into a common unit 
of measure for publication. Pounds of butterfat have been con
verted into gallons or pounds of whole milk on the ho.sis of tho 
average butterfat content of whole milk as shown by data furnished 
by tho Bureau of Agricultural Economies of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

Sows and gilts farrowing.-The 1950 Questionnaire carried two 
inquiries on sows for spring farrowing, as follows: (1) "How many 
sows and gilts ho.vc farrowed since December 1, last year?" and (2) 
"How many sows and gilts arc expected to farrow between now and 
June 1, this year?" In the county and State economic area tables 
the replies to the two questionR were combined, showing a total for 
sows for spring farrowing. In the State tables, the replies to each 
of the two questions, as well as a combined figure, arc shown. 

Sheep and lambs and wool.-In Arizona, Californin, Colorado, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, '°Washington, and Wyoming separate 
qucsffons were asked in the 1050 Census to determine the 1wmber 
of (a) yearling owes and (Ii) older ewes, In other Statofl, only 
total numbers of ewes born before October 1, 1940, were obtained. 

The enurncration of sheep in tho i•ango States eontinucs to 
present sp()cial problems, necessitating a high degree of coopera
tion.betwe()n cmumerators and the owners and operators of tran
sient bamlf;. In sonic counties, trarn;fers to spring ranges occur· 
rillg lrnforo the enunrnration may produce considerably d!fforent 
totals from those that would have been obtained if tho cenRu!I had 
been taken as of January L On tlrn 1!)50 quoHt.iounairo, tho 
qu()stions on number of 1:1heep shorn and wool production in Hl49 
were Hcparat.ed from the questions on :;hoop Oil hand in order to 
obtain more consideration for eaoios where shoop wore shorn in l\l4\l 
but none were on hand on tho census date. Iii TexnK and Cali
fornia, t,hc question relating to. poundH of wool shorn in Hl'Hl 1;1pecif
ically called for both spriug and fall shoarings. The wool valtrn 
obtained was an onumc!ratod value of all the wool shorn in 104\J, 
whether or not sole! at tho date of enumeration. 

Goats and mohair.-In Arizona, Californiu, MisBouri, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Texas, and Utah ::ipccial quest.ions were provlrled on goats 
and mohair. These questions called for the numbor of all goats, 
Angora goats, and other goats separately, the number of goats 
clipped in l!l4.\l, pounds of mohair clipped, and value of tho goats 
and goat milk sold, and mohair clipped in lfl4.fl. In all other 
States, the number of farms reporting goats Oil hand or goat,s kept 
the previous year was obtained and t:110 value of goats and goat 
milk sold and mohair clipped was reported in combination with 
the value of rabbits, fnr animals, and pelts sold in 1949. 

Bees and honey.-The l!J50 Census called for the number of 
hives owned by the farm operator in 1949, pounds of honey 
produced in l\J49 by these bees, and the value of the 1\l49 crop 
(lf honey and wax sold or to be sold, al'1d bees sold. No restric
tions were placed on tho location of the bees owned in 1949. 

Value of livestock on farms.-The values for 1950. shown in 
State Table 11 and County Table 4 were ·secured by multiplying 
the number of each class of livestock or poultry on hand for a 
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. cmm.ty, by tho county-unit price. These eounty-unit prices were 
obtamod cooperatively by the Bureau of Agricultural :Economics, 
U. S. Department of Ap,rieufture, and tho Bureau of the Census. 
Tl~e data wore obtained from farmers and dealerH. Tho average 
prices were computed for groups of eountics comprising a price
rcporting diJStrict and tho same average price was used for com
puting the value of livestock and poultry for each county com
prising a givlm price-reporting diRtriot. 

Livestock produets.-The inquiries nigrmling livestock produc
tion rolato to t.Jrn calendar year 1 !l,19, a;id those for sales of live
stock products relate to the production in lll4!l, 

CitoPs 

Crops 1111.t'vested.-Tho agriculture quest!ommiro was so organ
ized that it waK pol:\sible to list the acreage and quantity harvested 
for every crop that wa~ grown on the farm. In order to facilitate 
tho 011umerat.io11, the inquiricls regarding crop1:1 were vnried by 
States or by groups of States, If a 1mparato question was not 
canied for n particular crop, that crop could always be reported 
under 0110 of ~ovoral "all other" questions. The use of a different 
qnostionnairn for oach State or grnup of StateH made it possible to 
li8t many of the important crops for tho State aud ahm to use tho 
unit of lnuasurti Uiat was commonly llANl in the State; 

'l'lw ticrcagu given for tho suvornl cropR represents tho area har
voi;tocl for tho crop yoar llMD except that tho acro11ge for land in fruit 
01·chard~, vineyards, and plauto<l nut trews rciprciscmts Ute laud in bear
ing and nonbtiaring trecH and vinos on tho census dato. Tho acrcngo 
harvmitccl for tho variouH crop1:1 is ofton corrnidcrably less than tho 
acniap;c planted. The acrcagt\ hnrvostcd roprtl1;ont1:1 tho arm• har
vested in a particmlar rnamwr, which may have been different 
from that intt>ndod at tho time of tlrn planting of tho crop. For 
cxamphi1 ~myboanH may hav<i lrncm planted for beanR but may h11vo 
been t\Ctuall~· <mt for hay. Tho figures for quantity harvested 
rcpr<iHent, the amount. actually harvostml during tho 11)40 crop 
year, cx11cp1; for llitruH fruits. In Flol'ida, Louisiana, and Tmms 
the qmmtity of c1itrul! fruit hnrvestod i·olatcis to tho l!l·ill-50 har
VCflt from tho bloom of l!MH. In (falifornin u.nd Arizona, tho pro
duction relates to tlw 1\l'18-11\l harvest from tho bloom of Hl,18. 

'l'lrn unit of motiH\ll'e lt~ed for reporting tho qnahtity harvostod 
for 1:1omo urops has vnried iwt only from St:ato to St1tto but from 
oernms to t1uium1-1. In the Stato and county tablus tho flgures on 
quantity lrnrvc~stod for each crop arc shown in tho unit; of measure 
appnaring on tlrn 1050 qtwst;ionnairn, '!'his often required that 
the flµ;nrm1 for cmrlier years ho convert11cl into diffcront unit1i from 
theme published for those years, Convori<ions have been made by 
using the woights in currm1t UA(l, 

Corn.--InquirieH rognrding eorn acrmige and q111.111W;y lrnrvt1stod 
worti uniform for till Statmi except California. Howover, as in 
former mmHllsos, some fiirmm·~ in certain seetions had a tondoncy 
to riiport; tho quant.it.y or com hnrve~tccl in terms of baskets of car 
corn, hanols, or some unit otlwr t.lrnn bmihohi of com on A shollt1d 
baRiH. Such reporhi, when detected, wciro corrected to tho equiv
alent bu1<twls of 70 poundR of oaz· corn or 5(l pounds of 1iholled corn. 
H was 11ot poKsible to muke tho corrections in all cases; therefore, 
in connti1i;;,where tho qnu.utity hu.rvested is Hometimes reported 
in barrclR, it iH possible thut. Lht1 quu.ntity harvested for grain may 
bo Hmnewhat understiitorl aud in eo11utics where tho quantity har
vested iltl often reported in baskets of t1ar oom, the quantity hur
vei:l!;cd may be overstated, 

Annual legumes.-Acrmi,go and quantity h11rveHted for the mtJAt 
important UHCS of 1;oyhtmns, cowpeas, and peanuts, 1is well as the 
total 11creu.go grown for all purposes, were obtained in the 1950 
Con~nH in States whoro theHo crops ar11 grown extensively. The 
total acreage grown for all purposes inelndcs some acreage nut 
1m1'vested aB the acreage 1)lowod under for green manure was 
included. Also, in certnin St.ateH separate figures were obtained 
for tho acres grown alone and the acres grown with other crops. 
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A separate inquiry regarding the acreage and quantity of cowpeas 
harvested for green peas was made in North Carolina; South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Alld Texas. In t11ese States cowpeas harvested for green peas 
are shown with cowpeas harvested for other purposes. In other 
States, the acre·s and value of sales of cowpeas harvested for 
green peas are shown with vegetables harvested for sale. 

Hay crops.-Tho questionnaire contu.ined an inquiry regarding 
the total acres of land from which hay was cut in 1949. Sorghum, 
soybean, cowpea, and peanut hays were excluded from this total 
as separate questions were provided in those .States where these 
hays are important. Alfalfa hay totals include any cuttings whieh 
were dehydrated. The tonnage of hay for dehydration (as well 
as thai• for other hays) is given on a dry-weight basis. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to rep6rt the total 
quantity harvested from all cuttings, but to report only once the 
acres of land from which more than one cutting was made. The 
questionnaire contained ihstrnctions to report mixed hay under 
tho kind of hay that made up the largest pa1·t of the mixture. 
'1.'ho kinds of hiiy to he reported under ''Obhez· hay" varied from 
State to State, and can be determined by referring to the copy of 
tho questionnaire included in the appendix. 

In some cases the sum of the acres of individual hays does not 
equal the total aorea of land from which hay was cut. 'l'here are 
two explanations f.or these differences. In processing the ques
tionnaires, no correction was made if the difference between the 
detail and tho total acres was minor. Another faC:tor which may 
account for an excess of the detail over the total is that more 
than one kind of hay might have been cut from the same acreage. 

Clover seed, alfnlfa, grass, and other tleld 110ed crops,-The 
1950 Questionnaire contained separate inquiries for ii number of 
the field seed crops and provided a question on "other seeds" to 
obtain information for minor field· seed crops in a given State. 

Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes.-Tho 1950 Census inquiry for 
both Irish and sweet potatoes called for acres harvoi;tod, quantity 
harvested, and the value of the amount sold. Notes on the ques
·tionnaire and instructions to enumerators, however, specified 
that it was not 11ecessa1·y to report the area harvested if less than 
15 bushels (or 10 bags in speuifiecl States) of Irish potatoes or 15 
bushel::; (or 1,000 pounds in specified States) of swcetpotAtoes 
were harvested. . This mo1;11od of reporting was used in order to 
facilitato the mrnJ)'.1oration of potatoes grown in a small plot for 
homo use. Because the aoreago Wl/-B not reported for farms for 
whioh tho quantity harvested was less than 15 bushels, the acreage 
harvested, as reported fot tho 1050 Census, is not entirely compar
able with the acreage reported for prior censuses, especially in 
counties or States whore tho production of potatoes is largely 
for home use. 

Berries and other small fruits.-The questionnAiro called for 
acreage and quantity harvested in 1049 for sale, Nonbearing 
areas wore not to be included, Separate inquiries were carried on 
the questionnaire for such berries as strawberries, blackberries and 
dewberries (tame), u.nd raHpbcrries (tame) in States where pro
duction of these crops was import,ant commercially. 

Tree fruits, nuts, and grapes,-The following question was used 
for all States for onumernting the land occupied by fruit and nut 
crops: 

How much land is in bearing and nonboaring fruit orchards, 
groves, vineyards, and planted nut trees? __ 0 Less than 7': 

aero 

(Report tenths of an acre, such as Yio> l~fo, etc. or 
Do not include berry acreage or nurseries.) Acres __ : __ 

10 

This question differs from those used in 1945 and 1040 as the 
enumerator and respondent wore given an opportunity to check 
tho. block for ".J.,ess than ~~ acre'' when there -was only a small 
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number of fruit and nut trees on the farm. This method was 
used to facilitat.e tho enumeration through eliminating the problem 
of asHig11ing frautiorni of an a.ore for small home orchards. In 
previous censuses, enumerators frequently did not report the acres 
for tmoh orchards even though the questionnaire called for this 
information. Because of the differences in methods of enumer~ 
ating the acrmi in small Ol'chnrds, the figures on ncreuge of land 
iu bearing and nonbearing fruit orchards, groveB, and vineyards 
for H>50 are not fully com1rnrnblc with those i·eported for prior 
censuses. 

'l'lrn questions calling for the number of t.reea or vines not of 
benring ago, of bearing ago, and tho amount harvested in 19•19 
for the moat important fruit oropH in each State followed imme
diately aft.er the inquiry on land in bearing and no;nbearing 
fruit. trcei:!, otc. In California, in addition, the questionnaire 
called for tho acres in cucll individual fruit and nut crop. The 
number of t.rccH to be reported in tho cenRus relates to the census 
date, while the quo.ntity harvested is for tl1e crop year 1949, with 
Uio exception of citrus crops. In Florida, Texas, and I,ouisiana 
fignr<JR for citrus fruits ha1·vcstod relate to the harvest in 1040-50 
from the bloom <lf 194H. In California and Arizona, the figures 
for quo.ntiticJs of citrus fruits ha1·vcsted relate to the harvest in 
HH8-'10 from the bloom of 1048. 

1'ht1 unit, of measmc in which the quanLity of fruits, grapes, and 
11utH lmrvostod was to bo reported varied from Stato to State 
as tho most. commonly used unit of measure was used in each 
St.ato. Tho to.ble1:1 in t.hifl report show pr<lduction. in the unit 
of mea11m·e upponl"ing on tho qucstionnairo. 

Nursery and greenhouse products.--Tho agrfoulturo question
naire lneluded tluco inquiries on horticultural-specialty crops. 
One of t,11mm called for ncreH and valuo of Hales in HMO of nursery 
products (trcc1:1, Hhrub1:1, vinos, ornamentals, etc.). Another asked 
for acres grown in t;ho opon, 11quarc foot under glass, and value of 
Hales of 1lowers and flowering plants grown for sale. The third 
called for acres p;rowu in tho op\Jn, square foot under glnss, and 
value of salol:l of vegetables under glass, flower seeds, vegetable 
Reeds, vegetable plant1:1, bulbs, ancl mushrooms grown for sale. 

A special ccnRus of farms l'eportoing tho sale of horticultural
spoclnlty crops valued at $1,000 oi· more was made and the results 
of thiR census aro lssuod aH a speoial report. 

Value of crops harvested.-'l'hc values of specified crops har~ 
vested ahown in State '.fablo 12 and County Table 5 were obtained 
by niultiplying tho quant.ity harvested for each crop by county. 
unit prices. Th€miforc, this value includes the value of crops 
e.onsumcd on tho farm and crops used for seed on the fa.rm where 
prod need aa. well as the vnlue of that part of the crop which was. 
sold. 'l'ho county-unit prices wm·o obtained cooperatively by tho 
Bureau of Agricultural I~conomics, U. S. Department of Agricul
ture1 and tho Bnretnt of the Census. Those average prices were 
ob"taincd on 11 sample basis from farmers and dealers. The average 
prices were computed for groups of counties representing price
reporting districts and the same average prices were used for 
compnlilng tho value for every county included in a given price
rcporting district. In tho case of vegetables harvested for sale 
and nursery ancl greenhouse products, average priaes were not 
obtained because of the difficulty of securing a satisfactory common 
unit of production. When totnlA were obtained for the value of 
nll crops harvested, the vnlue of the sales of vegetables, and nursery 
and greenhouse products was used in the absence of the value of the 
quantity harvested. The value figures given for each crop in 
County Table 5 represent 1;he value of the entire crop. The value 
of snles for each crop or group of crops is also given in the same 
tl\ble. Sales figures are always identified by the word "sales" in 
the stub and therefore cnn be differentiated from the calculated 
values. The :figures on the value of sales were obtained for each 
farm and the totals given in the tables represent the addition of the 
figures reported for the individual farms. fa case of feed and 

similar crops it woulcl be expected that the value of the quantitie:,; 
sold would be considerably less than the value of the quantity 
harvested. On the other hand, in the case of cash crops, such as 
tobacco, cotton, sugar beets, etc., it is to be expected that the 
figmes on the value of crops sold and the value of the crops 
harvested will be in close agreement, 

Since the cnloulated values were obtained for price-reporting 
districts (groups of counties) tbere may be variations in the average 
calculnted price and the average sales price for a given product in 
a given county because of local conditions. 

The value of specified crops for Hl44 shown in State Table 12 
and County Table 5 includes the value of vegetables grown for 
home use. 'l'he figures for 1949 do not include tlie value of 
vegetables for home use as this value was not called for on the 1950 
Questionnaire. 

CLASSII'ICATION 01' FARMS 

Farms by size.-Farms were classified by size according to the 
total land area of each farm. The same classification was used for 
all States. 

In analyzing size-of-farm statistics, consideration should be 
given to the definition of a farm for Census pul'poses. Census 
farms are essentially operating units-not .ownership tracts. If a 
landlord has croppers or other tenants, the land assigned each 
cropper or tenant is a separate farm even though the landlord may 
operate the entire holding essentially as one farm in respect to 
supervision, equipment, rotation practices, purohaso of supplies, 
or sale of products. 

Farms by tenure of opera.tor.-In the 1950 Census farm oper
ators are classified according to the tenure under which they hold 
their land on the basis of the total land owned, total land rented 
from others, and total land managed for others. In 19•!5 and ear
lior, full owners1 part owners, and tenants were classified on the 
basis of the land retained. Under this earlier classification a part 
owner who sublets to others all the land he rents from others 
would have been classed a full owner; a part owner who rents to 
others all the land he owns would have been classed a tenant. 

Full owners own land but do not rent land from others. 
Part owners own land and rent land from, others. 
Managers operate farms for others and are paid a wage or 
salary for their services. Persons act.ing merely as oaret.akers 
or hired as laborers m'e not classified as managers. If a fa.rm 
opera.tor ma.n!\ged land for other~ and also operated land on hill 
own account, the land operated on his own account was consid
ered as one farm and the land managed for others as a second 
farm. In the 1950 Census, if a fa.rm operator managed land for 
two or more employers all the land managed was cousidered 
one farm. 
Tenants rent from others or work on sharos for others all the 
land they operate. In 1950 tcna~1ts are further clsssified on the 
basis of their rental arrangement as follows: 

Ca.sh tenants pay cash as rent, such as $10 an acre or $1,000 
for the use of the form. 

Sha.re-cash tenants pay a part of the rent in cash and a part 
as a share of the crops or of t.lie livestock or livestock products, 

Share tenants pay a share of either the crops or livestock or 
livestock products, or 11 share of both. 

Crop-share tenants pay only a share of the crops. 
Livestock-share tenants pay a share of the livestock or 

livestock products. They may or may not also pay a share of 
the crops. 

Croppers aro crop-share tenants whose landlords fumish all 
the work power. The landlords either furnish all the work ani
mals or furnish tractor power jn Ucu of work animals. Croppers 
usually work under the close supervision of the landowners or 
their agents and the land assigned them is often merely a part 
of a larger enterprise operated as a singJe unit. 

The informa.tion on work power furnished wa.s tabulated only 
for the Southern States and seven counties in Missouri. There
fore, dat.a for croppers are shown only for the Southern States 
and seven counties in Missouri. 
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Other tenants.-Other tenants include those who pay a 
fixed quantity of any product; those who pay taxes, keep up the 
land and buildings, or keep the landlord in exchange for the use 
of the land; those who have the use uf the h111d rent free; and 
others who could not be included in one of tho other specified 
subclasses. 

Unspecified tenants,-Unspccified temints include those 
tenants whose rental agreement was not reported. 

For ea.rlior censuses tho definition for eaeh subclass of ten
ants is nominally similar to the corresponding subclass, or sub
clasS(lB, for 1950. However, in 1945 tho enumerator was asked 
to determine the subclass of tenants, while in 1950, 1940, and 
earlier censuses the classification was made during the process
ing of the questiomrnires in Washington on the b11sis of tho 
answer to the inquiries on tho questionnaires. The procedure 
for 1945 may have affected the comparability of the data, 
particularly those for cash tenants and share-cash tenants. 

Farms by color or race of operator.-Farm operators are classified 
by color as "white" and "nonwhite." Nonwhite includes Negroes, 
Indians, Chinese, JapaneBe, and all other nonwhite races. In the 
State tables, the nonwhite operators are further classified as 
"Negro" 1111d "all other nonwhite" operators. 

Farms by economic clo.ss.-A classification of farms by economic 
class was made for the purpose of segregating groups ()f farms that 
are somewhat alike in their characteristics. This classification 
was made in order to present an accurate dcscripti()n of the farms 
in each class and in order to provide basic data for an ano,lysis of 
tho organization of United States agriculture. Only the farms in 
tho sample (one-fifth of the farms plus all large farms) were classi
fied by economic class. The totals given in the tti.blea roprescmt 
estimates for all farms based on tabulations of the do.ta for the 
farms included in the sample. 

The classification of farms by eom10mic class was made on the 
basis of throe factors; namely, total value of all form products sold, 
number of days the farm operator worked off the farm, and the 
relationship of the income received from nonfarm somcos by the 
operat()r and members of his family to the value of all farm p1·od
ucta sold. Institutions, experimental farms, grazing associations, 
and other community projects were classified as abnormal, 
regardless of any of the above-mentioned factors. 

In making the classification of farms by e'conomic class, farms 
have been grouped into two major groups, namely, commercial 
farms and other farms. In general, all farms with a value of sales 
of !Arm products amounting to $1,200 or moro were classified as 
commercial. Farms with a value of sales of $250 to $1,199 were 
classified as commercial only if the farm operator worked off the 
farm loss than 100 days and the income of the farm operator aud 
members of his family received from nonfarm sources was less than 
the total value of all farm products sold. Farms witli a value of 
sales of all farm products of less than $250, as well as county, State, 
private institutional, and experimental farms, were classified as 
"other." 

Commercial farms have boon' divided into six groups on the 
basis of tho total value of farm products sold, as follows: 

Clnss: Value of farm prorl11cl8 Bold 
r_ ______________________________ ---- _ $25,000 or more 

II----------------------------------- 10,000 to $24,999 IIL ___ . _ ----------- ---- __ ----- --- __ _ 5,000 to 9,999 
IV----------------··---------------- 2,500 to 4,999 
Y----------------------------------- 1,200 to 2,499 VL ___ - _________ - ___ • ________ - • _ _ _ _ _ *250 to 1, 199 

•r>rovldctl tho farm operator worked off tho furm less thnn 100 <lnys and provided tho 
lnaomo the fnrm operator um! membors of his fomlly rcoolvcd from nonrnrm sources wus 
less Limn tho v11luo of till Curm products sold. 

Other farms have been grouped into three classes as follows: 
Part-time farma.-Farms with a value of sales of farm 

products of $250 to $1,199 were classified as part time provided 
the farm operator reported (1) 100 or more days of work off tho 

farm in 1949, or (2) ~he nonfarm income received by him and 
members of his family was greater than the value of farm 
products sold. 

Residential farms.-RosidC!ltial farms include all farms 
except abnormal farms with a total value of sales of farm prod
ucts of leas than $250. Some of these represent farms on which 
the opera.tor worked otr the farm more than 100 days in 1949. 
Some represent forms on which tho income from nonfarm sources 
was grcator than tho value of sales of agricultural products. 
Others rcprcam1t subsistence and marginal farms of various 
kinds. Some farms arc included here which, under normal con
ditions, would have qualified as commercial farms. 

Abnorma.l farms.-Insofar as it was possible to identify them, 
abnormal farms include public and private institutiomil farms, 
community ontorprises, experiment station farms, grazing associ" 
ations, etc. 
Farms by type.-The classification of farms by type was made 

on tho basis of the relationship of the value of sales from a partic
ular source or sources to the total value of all farm products sold 
fronl the farm. In some cases the type of farm was determined 
on the basis of the sale of an individual farm product, such as 
cotton, or on tho basis of closely related products, such as dairy 
products. In other cases, the type was determined on the basis 
of sales of a broader group of products auoh as corn, sorghum, all 
small grains, field peas, field beans, cowpens, and soybeans. Part
time, residential, and abnormal farms were not classified by type. 
Only commercial farms were classified by type. In Ol'der to be 
classified as a particular typo, sales or antlcipi.itcd sales of a product 
or a group of products had to represent 50 percent or more of 
tho total value of products of the farm. 

Only tho farms in the sample (one-fifth of the forms 1>lus a.11 largo 
farms) were classified by typo. 

The types of fo.rma for which data are shown, together with tho 
product or group of products that had to represent 50 percent or 
more of the total sales in ordor for the farm to be so olassified, are 
as follows: 

Type Product or group of products amount· 
ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of a.ll farm products sold. 

Cotton _____ - _ - - • - - • _ - - Cotton. 
Cash grain. ___ -- • ·- --- Corn, sorghum, amall grains, field peas, 

fiold beans, eowpeas, and soybeans. 
Other field crop ____ • ___ Peanuts, Irish potatoes, sweetpotatoee, 

tobacco, sugarcane sugar beets for 
sugar, and other mJscollancous crops. 

Vegetable ___ • ________ • Vegetables. · 
Fruit and nut __________ Borries and other small fruits, and tree 

fruits and nuts. 
Dairy •• __ ._. __ . _____ •• Milk and other dairy products. 

The criterion of 50 percent of the total 
sales was modified in the case of dairy 
farms. A farm for whieh the vo.luc of 
sales of dn.iry products reproscn ted 
less than 50 percent of the total value 
of farm products sold was olasslfled e.s 
a dairy farm if: 

(1) Milk and other dairy produeta 
accounted for3 0 percent or 
more of the total value of 
products, and 

(2) Milk cows represented 50percent 
or more of an cows1 and 

(3) Salea of dairy products, to
gether with the sales of cattle, 
amounted to 50 percent or 
more of the total so.lea. 

Poultry_______________ Chickens, eggs, turkeys, and other 
poultry products. 

Livestock farms other 
than dairy and 
poultry. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, goat milk, and products from 
animals slaughtered on tho farm, 
provided the farm did not already 
classify as a dairy farm. 
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GeneraL _____________ _ 

Product or group of products amount· 
ing to 50 percent or more of the 
value of a.11 farm products sold-Con. 

Farms were classified as general when 
the value of products from one source 
or group of sources did not represent 
as much as 50 percent of the total of 
the value of all farm products sold. 
Separate figures are given for three 
types of general farms: 

(a) ·Primarily crop, (b) primarily live
stock, and (c) crop a,nd livestock. 
Primarily crop farms represent farms 
for which the sale of one of the follow
ing crops or groups of crops-vege
tables, fruits and nuts, cotton, cash 
grains, or other field crops- did not 
amount to 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold, but 
for which the. value of sales for all 
these groups of crops represented 70 
percent or more Cif the value of all 
farm products sold. Primarily live
stock farms are those which could not 
be classified as dairy farms, poultry 
farms, or livestock farmR other than 
dairy and poultry, but on which the sale 
of livestock and poultry and livestock 
and poultry products amounted to 70 
percent or more of the value of all 
farm products sold. General crop 
and livestock farms arc those which · 
could not be classified as eitlrnr crop 
farms or livestock far1ns, but on which 
the sale of all crops amounted to at 
least 30 percent but less than 70 per
cent of the value of all farm products 
sold. 

Miscellaneous and un- This group represents farms that w0re 
classified farms. not classified by type. It includes 

part-time, residential, and abnormal 
farms. It also includes miscellauoous 
types of commerci)l;l farms if 50 percent 
or more of the total value of product;s 
was accounted for by sale of horti
cultural products, or sale of horses, 
or sale of fur animals, or sale of forest 
products, or sale of bees and honey. 

Because of changes in the method of 'classifying farms by 
type, comparative data by type of farm for earlier cemmscl! aro 
not shown in this report. 

Va.Jue of farm products sold.-The value of farm products sold, 
as obtained in the 1950 Census of Agriculture, represents the 
approximate total of the gross cash income of the farms of a 
particular county or State. Gross sales by fanners, hoW\wcr, are 
greater than the gross income to agriculture because of the illclu
sion of inter-farm sales. Feed crops, feeder cattle, and breeding 
stock purchased by farmers contribute most to this duplication 
in gross sales. 

Enumerators and farmers were instl'Ucted to include as sold any 
part of a crop that was yet to be sold. Trades, such as trading 
eggs at the store, were considered the same as cash sales. Products 
such as fruit, vegetables, and eggs purchased for immediate resale 
were not included because this was not considered as farm produc
tion. Likewise, immediate resale of cattle was considered as 
dealer operations, whereas resale of fattened feeder catt.le was 
c~nsidered as farm production and the sales were included, even 
though these cattle may have been reported as sold by the farmer 
who sold them as feeders. 

For many farms the sales enumerated do not represent their 
total gross cash income because certain sales were excluded and 
there was no provision for enumerating unusual sources of income. 
For example, sales of baby chicks, Government payments such as 
those for soil conservation, and income received by the farm 
operator for off-farm work, for custom work, and from land rents 
and other investments are not included. 

In general, the. value of the sales of livestock, livestock products, 
nursery and greenhouse products, and forest products is for the 
calendar year 1949. On the other hand, the value of the various 
crops sold is for the crop year immediately preceding the census. 

The value of the sales of eaeh farm product was usually obtained 
in connection with the enumeration of the production of that 
particular product. In some cases, related farm products were 
grouped for the purpose of obtaining the value of products sold; 
for example, small grains and straw sold were all included as a 
group. 

Enumerators and farmers were instructed to report gross sales 
without deduction of expenses of any kind. However, it was 
impossible to obtain full adherence to this rule. The degree to 
which this instruction was followed varied from area to area 
depending primarily upon the type of farm products grown; For 
farm products which did not vary greatly in price it was possible 
during the course of processing the questionnaires for tabulation 
to make adjustments in those cases where there was obvious mis
interpretation of tho instructions. In exa.mining tho sales figures 
reported for individu!l.l farms, an entry was questioned if the indi
cated average price received was less than 50 percent or more than 
200 percent of the State average price. Any report for an indi
vidual farm wil;h entries outside these limits was referred for 
examination and changed if necessary. In general, changes on 
these questionnaires were 110G made unless a study of the question
naires for nearby farms indicated that there was obvious error in 
reporting. It was not possible to correct all errors in enumeration, 
such its failure to include all products yet to be sold, omissions of 
some sales shared by the landlord or partner and reporting of not 
receipts instead of gross, While t.his tendency understates the 
total value of all farm products sold for a county or State, ii; does 
not seriom;ly a.ffeet the use of the statistics as a measure of the 
relative importance of the different producing groups. 

Poultry sales.-In the 1950 Census of Agriculture there was 
included on the qucstio1inalre an instruction to exclude so.lea of 
baby chicks from the item of sales of poultry and poultry products. 
l\eceipts from the sale of baby chicks by hatcheries m1d farms 
were included in the 1945 Census of Agriculture. For this reason 
there will be an apparent large decrease in sales of poultry and 
poultry products in some counties which can be attributed almost 
entirely to change in procedure. Hatchery operations are concen
trat.ed in relatively few counties. However, this change in pro
ceclme should be considered in appraising the data ou poultry 
sales. In important commercial broiler areas the poultry salr.H 
enumerated may bo understated because of the difficulty offinding 
all operators who were engaged in broiler production in 19•19. 
Those who had discontinued operations may have left tho com~ 
munity. Contract operations also presented a problem in the 
enumeration; for example, a farm operator may have fed broilers 
for a percentage of the profits. Since he did not own the poultry, 
he may not have reported the sales. 

Differences in date. presented by counties and by State economic 
areas.-In many cases, da.ta presented by State economic artiall 
have been estimated on the basis of tabulations for a snmple of 
the farms while most of the data presented by counties have 
been obtained by the tabulation of data for all farms in tho 
county. However, data on farn1 facilities !\ml equipment, farm 
labor, farm expenditures, aud value of land and building1:1 have 
been estimated for eaeh county on the biisis of the tabulation of the 
figures for only a sample of the farms in each county. Tho s111ne 
sample of farms was used also for the tabulation of d1ita for 
those items by State economic areas or for the Statti. In some 
eases, the totals presented for these items by counties will differ 
from the totals presented in tables giving data by State economic 
areas or for the State since, as a matter of economy, adjustments 
were not made in the tabulations when the difference W!\S not 
great enough to affect the usefulness of the data. 
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