
REFEREl~Ct cm•f 
UNITED STATES CENSUS of AGRICULTURE : 1950 
U.S •. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

'CHARLES SA WYER, Secretary ROY V, PEEL, Director 

IRRIGATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL LANDS 

THE UNITED STATES 
Prepared under the supervision of 

Ray Hurley, Chief 

Agriculture Division 

VOLUME Ill 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1952 

Bureatt of the Co1stts 
l.illra1y 

ENTERPRISES · IRRIGATION WORKS • 

FARMS and ACREAGE IRRIGATED • 

INVESTMENT · WATER USED • COST 



BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
ROY V. PEEL, Director 

A. Ross EcKLER, Deputy Director 
HowAR~ C. GRIEVES, Assistant Director 
CONRAD TAEUBER, Assistant Director 
MoRRIS H. HANSEN, Assistant Director for Statistical Standards 
LowELL T. GALT, Assistant Director for Operations 
WALTER L. KEHRES, Assistant Director for Administration 
CALVERT L. DEDRICK, Coordinator, International Statistics 
FRANK R. WILSON, Information Assistant to the Director 

Agriculture Division­
RAY HURLEY, Chief 
WARDER B. JENKINS, Assi.rtant Chief 

Farm Economics and Financial Statistics-Hilton fl. Robison, Chief 
Farm Prices and Values Statistics-Alvin T. M. Lee, Chief 
Farm Products Statistics-Harold C. Phillips, Chief 
Irrigation Statistics-Halbert E. Ss.Jby, Chief 
Drainage Statistii;s-Burkett S. Clayton, Chief 
StatiscicaJ Sampling-Floyd W. Berger, Chief 
Operations-Orvin L. Wilhite, Chief 

Administrative Service Division-EVERETT H. BuRKE, Chief 
Budget Officer-CHARLES H. ALEXANDER 
Business Division-HARVEY KArLIN, Acting Chief 
Decennial Tabulating Office-JoHN J. LENNON, Chief 
Field Division-JAcK B. RonERTSoN, Chief 
Foreign Trade Division-]. EDWARD fay, Chief 
Geography Division-CLARENCE E. BATSCHELET, Chief 
Governments Division-ALLEN D. MANVEL, Chief 
Industry Division-MAXWELL R. CoNKLIN, Chief 
Machine Tabulation Division-C. F. VAN AKEN, Chief 
Personnel Division-HELEN D. ALMON, Chief 
Population and Housing Division;;-HoWARD G. BRUNSMAN, Chief 

SUGGESTED IDENT~FICATION 

U. S. Bureau of the Census. U. S. Census of Agriculture: 1950. Vol. III, Irrigation of Agri­
cultural Lands. U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 1952. 

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washi11gton 25, D. C. 
or any of the Field Offices of the Department of Commerce, Price $6.00 

II 



PREFACE 

Volume III, Irrigation of Agricultural Lands, is one of four principal reports presenting 
the results of the 1950 Censuses of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Drainage. This volume, in 
18 parts, presents the compilation of information obtained by Census enumerators from 
operators of irrigation enterprises in 1950. 

The HJ50 Census of Irrigation was taken in conformity with the act providing for the 
fifteenth and subsequent decennial censuses, approved June 18, 1929, as amended. 

The collection of dat.a was carried out by Census enumerators and irrigation technicians 
under the direction of supervisors appointed by the Director of the Census and working 
under the direction of Lowell T. Galt, Chief, Field Division. The planning of the ce'nsus 
and the compilation of the statistics were performed under the supervision of Halbert E. 
Selby, Chief, Irrigation Statistics, under the general supervision of Ray Hurley, Chief, 
Agriculture Division, and Warder B. Jenkins, Assistant Chief. Dov B. Krimgolcl, Gladys 
W. Golze, Constance B. Schulz, Walter W. Posey, Orville M. Slye, Gladys L. Eagle, and 
Henry A. Tucker assisted in tho compilation of the statistics, and preparation of this report. 
The mechanical tabulation, by electrical machines, was made under the supervision of 
C. F. Van Aken. -The maps were prepared under the supervision of Clarence E. Batschelet, 
Geographer. 

Acknowledgment is made of the cooperat.ion of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
the Soil Conservation Service, and the Bureau of Plaut Industry, Soils, and Agricultural 
Engineering of the United States Department of Agricultme, and the Bureau of Reclamation, 
the Geological Survey, and tho Bureau of Indian Affairs of the United States Department of 
the Interior, in the planning and compilation of the 1!.l50 Census of Irrigation; and of the loan 
of technical personnel by the Soil Conservation Service to assist in the enumeration of 
irrigation enterprises. Valuable assistance was given by Paul A. Ewing, J. Howard 
Maughn, John S. James, and Wells A. Hutchins of the Soil Conservation Service, and by 
numerous other individuals in both Federal and State agencies. 

December 1952. 
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UNITED STATES CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1950 

REPORTS 
Volume !.-Counties and State Economic Areas.-Statistics for counties include number of farms, 

ac~eage, value, and farm operators; farms by size, by color and tenure of operator; facilities and equipment, 
farm labor, and farm expenditures; livestock. and livestock products; specified crops harvested; farms and 
farm characteristics for commercial farms; farms classified by value of farm products sold, by type of farm, 
and by economic class; and value of products sold by source. 

Data for State economic areas include farms and farm characteristics by size of farm, by tenure of oper-
ator, by type of farm, and by economic class. · 

Volume I will be published in 34 parts as follows: 

Part St.ate or States Part Stato or States 

--
1 New England States: South Atlantic-Continued 

Maine. 15 Virginia and West Virginia. 
New Hampshire. 16 North Carolina and South Carolina. 
Vermont. 17 Georgia. 
Massachusetts. 18 Florida. 
Rhode Island. East South Central: 
Connecticut. 19 Kentucky. 

2 Middle Atlantic States: 20 Tennessee. 
New York. 21 Alabama. 
New Jersey. 22 Mississippi. 
Pennsylvania. West South Central: 

East North Central: 23 Arkansas. 
3 Ohio. 24 Louisiana. 
4 Indiana. 25 Oklahoma. 

·5 Illinois. 26 Texas. 
6 Michigan. Mountain: 
7 Wisconsin. 27 Montana. 

West North Central: 28 Idaho. 
8 Minnesota. 29 Wyoming and Colorado. 
9 Iowa. 30 New Mexico and Arizona. 

10 Missouri. 31 Utah and Nevada. 
11 North Dakota and South Dakota. Pacific: 
12 Nebraska. 32 Washington and Oregon. 
13 Kansas. 33 California. 

South Atlantic: 34 Territories and possessions. 
14 Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbia. 

Volume II.-:--General Report.-Statistics by Subjects, United States Census of Agriculture, 1950. Sum­
mary data and analyses of the data for States, for Geographic Divisions, and for the United States by sub­
jects as illustrated by the chapter titles listed below: 

Chapter Title Chapter 'l'itlc 
-· 

I Farms and Land in Farms. VII Field Crops and Vegetables. 
II Age, Residence, Years on Farm, Work VIII Fruits and Nuts, Horticultural Specialties, 

off Farm. Forest Products. 
III Farm Facilities, Roads, Trading Oen- IX Value of Farm Products. 

ter, Farm Equipment. x Size of Farm. 
IV Farm Labor and Farm Expenditures. XI Color, Race, and Tenure of Farm 
v Farm Taxes and Uash Operator. 

Rent. XII Economic Class of Farm. 
VI Livestock and Livestock Product.s. XIII Type of Farm. 

Volume m.-Irrigation of Agricultural Lands.-State reports with data for counties and drainage basins 
and a summary for the United States, including number of enterprises, irrigation works and equipment, 
source of water, new capital investment since 1940, cost of irrigation water, number of farms and acreage 
irrigated, and quantity of water used for irrigation purposes. 

The State reports will be issued as separate parts of Volume III as follows: 

Part State Part Sta to 

1. Arizona. 10 Nebraska. 
-2 Arkansas and Oklahoma. 11 Nevada. 
3 California. 12 New Mexico. 
4 Colorado. 13 North Dakota and South Dakota. 
5 Florida. 14 Oregon. 
6 Idaho. 15 Texas. 
7 Kansas. 16 Utah. 
8 Louisiana. 17 Washington. 
9 Montana. 18 Wyoming. 

Volume IV.-Drainage of Agricultural Lands.-State reports with statistics for counties and a summary 
for .the United States. One part only. Data on land in drainage enterprises, number and types of enter­
prises, cost of drainage, indebtedness, assessments, and drainn.ge works. 
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chnrnctcristics 1 by type of enterprise: 
Census mi of 1950 nnd 1940 ••. , •••.• , , ... , , 

4. -Complet.e•syst.em irrigation enterprise!'! 
by surface, ground, gravity and pumped 
wntet'i and by nc:renge irrigated: Census 
of 195v ..................... ,,,,,,,,, .. ,, 

C.Oun t.y or parish table-
1. -Irrigated furms: Numl.ler, acrenge, nnd 

other churacterist.ics: Censuses of 
1950 nnd 1945 .•••••..•• , ••..•••••.... · ··. 

2. -Irrigation enl.e1•priscs: Number nnd 
cirnrncteri.stics, by counties or 
pnriahes: Censuses of 1950 and 1940: 

Pnrt !. ............................... . 
Pnrt. 2.,,.,,,,,,,,,, .. , .. ,,, ....... ,.,, 
Pnrt ~ •.•••..•....•.•........•••....... 
Pnrt 4 .... ,, .. , ........ ,, .......... , .. 

1.-Acrcnge irriented, by drni11nge basin 
01·iAin of wnto1·, nml ,l1y counties or 
parishes in which ucrea~e wns located: 
Census of 1950., ,, , ,,, ,, .... ,, ,, ..... • •• • 

Droinnge bnsin tnble-
1.-Irrigntion enterprises: Number and 

chnrncteristica l>y drainn~e basins: 
Ceususe.s of 1950 und 1940: 

Pnrt. 1.,,,,,., .• ,,.,., ••• , .... • •, •..... 
Pn1·t 2.,,, .•••.. , ...•••••• ,, •....•.•.•. 
Pu•t 3,, ..... ,, ........ ,, ... · · .. · .... .. 
Pnrt 4 ...• , •••••••• · • • •• · · • · • • · · · • • · • ·· 

+ Oni tted becnuse of small number of reports. 
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