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Home ownership is substantlially greater these and other housing charescteristics, based
in the Boston Standard Metropolitan Area,? on preliminary sample data from the 1950 Cen-
dwelling unlts average about the same number sus of Housing, were released today by Roy V.
of rooms, and the average size of housgehold Pael, Diréctor, Bureau of the Census, Depart-
is smellsr +than 10 years ago. Flgures on ment of Commerce, Data are shown for the -

total standard metropoliten ares, which in-
1 The Boston Standard Metropoliten Arvea comprises oludes Boston city, and for Boston city alone.
all of Suffolk County, Mass., and the following parts
of Middlesex, Essex, Norfolk, and Plymouth Countles, ‘
Mesa.: Cambridge, Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, Dwelling unit inventory.--The totel num-
g:wton, Somerville, Waltham, and Woburn :it}ceﬂ; Ar- ber of dwelling units in the standard metro~
ngton, Ashland, Bedford, Belmont, Burlington, Con- : 70
cord, Framinghem, Lexington, Lincoln, Natick, North | PoLitan area was approxima‘izly eao:0 o,jL an
Reading, Reading, Stoneham, Wakefield, Watertown, Way- inorease of 83,800, or percent, 8slnes
land, Weston, Wilmington, and Winchester towns in Mid- 1940, Part of the increase was the result of
dlesex Co.; Beverly, Lynn, Peabody, and Salem cities s t of
‘Danvers, H;mil'ton, f..ynnfiéld, Mancfxester, Marbleheadj new conitruotioljl hani part wz‘% :ie resui‘l) " © P
Middleton, Nahant, Saugus, Swampscott, and Wenham | Conversions whic nerease & number o
towns in Essex County; Quiney clty and Braintree, dwelling units in existing structures,
Brookline, Canton, (ohasset, Dedham, Dover, Medfield, ! '
Milton, Needham, Norwood, Randolph, Sharon, Walpole
Wellesley, Westwood, and Weymoutk,x ‘towns _in Norfolk For the same period, dwelling units in
County; and Hingham and Hull towns in Plymouth County. Bogton olty alone increased at & slower rate;

Table 1.--QCCUPANCY CHARACTERISTICS OF DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE BOSTON STANDARD
METROPOLITAN AREA AND BOSTON CITY: 1950

PRELIMINARY

Boston Standard
Boston eity
Sub Ject Metropolitan Area
Number Percent Number Percent
‘ OCCUPANCY ‘
All dwelling unitSessesssescacesonsssse 680,700 : 100 227,900 100
Gceupled dwelling unitS.veicesnsenncsncansens 665,600 98 224,000 ag -
Owner oceupled. vecirnsossesciarvansascnnars 291,100 43 53,400 23
Renter occupiedesiiavissesvssvcnviosncenrnns 374,500 55 170, 600 75
Vacant dwelling unltBeeeeecceesesancsnsscones 15,100 2 3,900 2
Nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent K
OF 8Bl@utviesonsasrvnsvenvnsssssrsnrnnne . 6,100 1 1,700 1
POPULATION
Total population..eissssncsensssnnssssassesanse 2,370,500 ves 800, 600 L eee
Population in dwelling UNitSe...ceesereeesonrce 2,270,800 ces 742,000 ‘oo

367




the number increased to 227,900 by 1950,
of 16,400 dwelling units, oY 8 percent,
1940,

a gain
since

A relatively small proportion of the total
dwelling units in the metropolitaen area were
vacant and avallable for occupancy. Available
vacancies amounted +to only 1 percent of all
dwelling units, Within the city, the rate was
equally low. An avellable vacent unit 1s one
which is nonseasongl, not dilapidated, and of-
fered for rent or sale.

Tenure,~-Although renters exceeded owners

in 1980, one of the most significant develop-
ments in the past decades was the substantial
inecreass in home ownership. In the metropol-

itan srea, homes occupled by their owners
creased 4¢ percent since 1940 in
very little change in the number
renters.

in-
contrast to
occupied by

Much of the gain in home ownership rTe-~
sulted from new construction and some from the
sale of exlsting vrental homes © for owner occu-
pancy.,  About 291,100, or 44 percent of the
occupled dwelling wunlts in +the metropolitan
area, wers owner-occupied i1n 1950; these fig-
ures compare with 195,000, or 35 percent, in
1940,

In the city alsco, there was a gain in home
ownership since 1$40. Owner-occupied units in-
creased 29 percent in contrast to the net in-
crease of 9 percent in renter-occupied units,
About 53,400, or 24 percent of the occupled
dwelling units in the city, were owner-oceupied
in 1950 as compared with 41,200, or 21 percent,
in 1940,

dwell-~
same number of
of' fewer persons

Rooms and persons.-~On the average,
ing units contained about the
roomg and houssholds consisted
than in 1940, The medlan number of rooms - was
5,2 in 1950, Only 1 percent of the total were
l-voom units, and about one-fifth (22 percent)
contained 7 rooms or more., The median number of
persons in occuplied dwelling units was 8.2 in
1950, - compared with 3.4 1in 1940, One-hsalf of
the units in 1950 contained 2 or 3 persons.

In the city, the median number of rooms in
1950 was 4.7 and the median number of persons
was 3,0, both smaller than the medlans for the
metropeliten area as a whole.

LEETY

Type of structure.-~Thirty percent of the
units in the metropolitan area were 3in 1-
dwelling-unit detached structures without busi-
ness. About one-half (52 percent) of the total
were in other types of 1l-dwelling-unit struc-
tures or in small multi-unit structures, those
containing 2, 3, or 4 dwelling unitas. Eightaen
percent were in multi-unit structures containing
5 or more units.

Within the c¢ity alone, 31 percent of the
units were in multi-unit structures containing §
or more dwelling units, and only 9 percent were
in l-dwelling-unit detached structures.

Condition and plumbing facllities.-~Approx-
imately 7 out of 8 (88 percent) of the dwelling
units had hot running water, were equipped with
a private bath and flush toilet in the strue-
ture, and were not dilapidated. For the city,
the proportion of such units was 83 percent.

Rent and value.~--The medlan monthly rent of
nonfarm rental units was $37. One-fourth of the
units were renting for $27 or less and one-fourth
were renting for #49 or more. Rental units con-
sist of renter-occupled dwelling units and non-
seasonal vacant units which were offered for
rent and were not dilapidated.

which nonfarm home owners
their properties would sell for was
One-fourth of the units

The median price
astimated
approximately $10,200.

were estimated to sell for §$7,600 or less,
and one-fourth were estimated at $14,400 or
mere. These propertles consist of l1-dwelling-
unit owner-cccupied structures wlth no other

dwelling units on the property, and l-dwelling-
unit nonseasonal vacant structures which were
for sale and were not dilapidated.

Rents within the city were about the saue
as those in the metropolitan area as a whole.
Values for owner units, however, were lower than
those for the total metropolitan area; the me-
dian for the city was $9,000 and one-fourth of
the units were estimated at $8,100 or less.

Reliability of the 1950 dats.--Because the
1950 data in this report are based on a sample,
the results are subject to sampling variability
as explained in the section "Reliability of 1980
estimates." The smaller figures should be in-
terpreted with perticular cere, as should also
small differences between figures.
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DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

The tables in the report show the results of
the 1950 Census of Housing based on a preliminary
gsample of dwelling units, Data from the 1940 Census
are also shown 1if the 1tems are comparable and if
the 1940 date for such items were tebulated, Dif~-
ferences in definitions and procedures used in the
1950 and 1940 Censuses are explained below for each
of the iltems,

Changes from the 1940 concepts were made, after
consultation with users of census date, in order to
improve the statistics, even though 1t was recog-
nized that comparsability would beadversely affected,
When 1t has been femsible to do so, measures of the
lmpact of the change on the statlstics have been, or
ars being, developed.

Standard metropolitan area.--A standard metro-
politan ares has been established and defined in
connection with each c¢lty of 50,000 or more in 1960,
and may contain more than one such clty. In general,
gach comprises an entire county or group of Two or
more contiguous counties that are economlically and
socielly integrated., 'The outlylng countles must
mest several quallfications regarding population
denslty sand the volume of nonagricultursl employ=-
ment, In New England, stendard metropolltan areas
comprise groups of contiguous cltles and towns,

Standard metropoliten aress replace the metro-
politan districts for which the 1940 Census data
were presented. Metropolltan districts wers deflned
for every city of 50,000 or more in 1940, and some-
times included two or more such citles, In addition
to central cltles, metropolltan districts Included
all adjacent and contlguous minor civil divislions or
incorporated places which met population density
qualirications, as distingulshed from areas for
1950, which are for the most part defined 1ln terms
of whole countles. Because of differences 1n defi-
nition, the metropolitan district may include terrli-
tory not included in the standard metropollitan area;
on the other hand, for a small number of areas the
two definitions are entirely or almost I1dentical.
Usually, however, a standard metropoliten area ls
more inclusive than the assoclated metropolitan dis-
trict, and the two kinds of areas are not generally
comparable,

Dwelling unit,~-In general, a dwelling unit 1s
a group of rooms or a single room, occupied or in-
tended Tor occupancy as geparate living quarters, by
a ramlily or other group of persons living together
or by a person living alone.

A group of rooms, occupled or Intended for
occupancy as geparate living quarters, is a dwelllng
unit 17 4t has separate cooking equipment or & sepa-
rate entrance. A single room, occupled or intended
for occupancy as separate Llving quarters, ls a
dwslling unit ir it has separate cooking equipment,
or if it constitutes the only living quarters in the
structure, Also, each apartment ln a regular apart-

ment house is = dwelling unit even though 1% may not
L XY

the exterlor windows and doors

have geparate cooking equipment., Excluded from the
dwelling unlt count are rooming house quarters which
do not wmeet 'the above qualifications, and living
querters in such structures as institutions, dorml-
torles, and transient hotels and tourist courts.

In the 1940 Census, a dwelling unit was defined
ag the 1iving quarters occupled or intended fop
occupancy by one household. A household consisted
of a Treamlly or other group of persons living to=
gether with common housekeeping sarrangements, onp
a person living entirely alone, :

The number of dwelling units, as shown in this
report, may be regarded as comparable with the nume
ber of dwelling units shown in the reports of the
1940 Censug. The lnstructions used for ldentifying
a dwelling unit 1in the 1950 Census’ were more ex-
pliclt than those used in the 1940 Ceusus. As a
result, gome llving quarters may have been classl-
Tied as separate dwelling unlts i1in the one censug
and not in the other, However, the net effect of
the change in the instructlions is probebly small.

Date on occupied dwelling units and houge-
holds,-~A household conslsts of thogse persons who
live in a dwelling unit, Iincluding not only femlly
members, but also lodgers, servants, and other un-
related persons who llve there. By definition, the
number of occupled dwelling units ls the ssme as the
number of households.

. Total population and population in dwelling
unltg,.-~Both the total population and the population
in dwelling units are shown in table 1. The popu-
lation in dwelling units represents the population
in 1iving quarters vwhich are defined as dwelllng
units; it excludes practically all of the population
in such structures as rooming houses, institutions,
dorml tories, and trangient hotels and tourlst courts,

Vacant dwelling unlt.--A dwelling unit Iis con-
sldered vacant 1f no persons are living in it at the
time of enumeration. Vacant units are enumersted 1f
they are intended for occupancy as llving quarters
regerdless of thelir condlition, New unlts not yet
occupied are enumerated as vacant dwelling units 1f
construction has proceeded to the extent that all
are installed and

£inal usable floors are in place,

The classiTlcation "for rent" consists of va-
cant units offered for rent, The "for sale only"
group 1s limited to those for sale only and not for
rent, Vacant unlts which are not for rent or sale
include units already rented or sold btut not yet
ocoupled, newly constructed units awaiting final
completion and which have already been rented or
gold, and units held off the market for other
reasons.

The enumeration of vacant unlts in the 1950
Censug of Housing 18 not entirely comparable with
the procedure used 1n the 1940 Census, In 1940,

vaecant units were enumerated 1f they were habltable;
vacant units which were uninhabitable and beyond
repalr were omitted from the enumeration,

Vacant;




units tor sale and vacant units for rent were enu-
merated as one combined category. The “for sale or
rent" vacancles included all habiiable vacant units
which were available for occupancy even though not
actually being offersd for rent or sale at the time
of enumeration, that is, &ll dwelling units which
were vacant except those held for occupancy of an
absent housshold.

In both censuses, dwelllng units occupled en-
tirely by nonresidents are included with vacant
units not for rent or sale.

Vacant trallers, tents, houseboats, and rall-
road cars ars sxcluded rrom the dwelling unit inven-
tory in both 1950 and 1940.

Type of structure.--A separate structure has
open space on all four sides or has vertical walls
dividing 1t from &ll other structures.

A "l-dwelling-unit detsched™ structure has open
space on all four sides and contains only one dwell-
ing unit.

A "l-dwelling-unit attached" structure containg
only cne dwelllng unit and is one or a row of three
or more 8djoining structures, or 1s attached to a
nonresidential structure,

"Other 1~ to 4-dwelling-unlt™ structures in-
clude ‘l-dwelling-unit semidetached structures and
all structures with 2, 3, or 4 dwelling units. A
semldetached structure 1s one of two adjoining resi-
dentlial structures, each with opan space on the re-
malning three sides.

The definitlons of type of structure used in
the 1950 Census of Houslng are slightly different
from those wused in the 1940 Census. However, &
direct comparison can be made Dbetween the 1950 and
the 1940 data for some of the c¢lasses presented
in this report, Unlts in the '1- to 4-dwelling-
unlith group of 1950 are comparable to the dwelling
units in the combined 1940 count of "i-family de-
tached,” "l-famlly attached,"
side," "2-family other," n3-family,” "4-famlly," and
"~ 0 4-famlly with business."™ The 1950 category
"l-dwelling unit detached without business" is com-
parable to the 1940 "l-family detached." Ths 1950
category “l-dwelling unit attached without business®
is not comparable to the 1940 "l-family attached™;
the 1940 category lncludes some unlts which are re-
ported as semldetached in 1950. The classification
of unlts {in the larger structurss, those with 5 or
more dwelling unlts, ls the same for both censuses.

Condition and plumbing facllities.--Data on
condition of & dwelling unit are shown 1n combi-
nation with,data for selected plumbing faclilities
end are, therefore, 1limited to units for which con-
dition and all the plumbing 1items -are reported.
Plunbing facilitles include water supply, tollet
tacilitles, and bathing facilities.

A dwelling unit 1s reported with private toilet
and bath if 1t has both a flush tollet and a bathtub
or shower 1inside the structure Tor the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit., Running water and
ocold water refer to blped running water 1inside the
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"2-tamily side-by-

structure. The ™no running water" category refers
to piped running water ‘outslde the structure and to
other sources, such as a hand pump.

For the 1tem on conditlon, dwelling units are
classgified as '"not dilapldated® or "ailapidated.n
A dwelling unit 1s dllapidated when 1t has serious
deficlencies, is prun-down or neglected, or is of in-
adequate original constructlon, so that the dwelling
unit does not provide adequate shelter or protection
agalnst the elements or it endangers the safety of
the occupants, Dilapidated dwelling units are so
classified elther because of deterloration, as evi-
denced by the presence of one or more critical defi-
clencles or a combination of minor deficiencles, or
becauge of inadequate orlginal construction, such
that they should be torn down, extensively repairsd,
or rebuilt,

In the 1940 Census, data on condition were
collected showlng dwelling units '"needing major re-
palrs.” Dwellinz units were classified =as needing
ma Jor repairs when such parts of the structure as
floors, roof, plaster, walls, or foundation required
repairs or replacements, the continued neglect of
which would have serlously lmpaired the soundness of
the structure and created a hazard to 1ts safety as
a place of residence. )

Because the definitions of the two terms differ
significantly, the 1940 count of dwelling units
needing major repairs and the 1950 count of dilapi-
dated dwelling units are not comparable,

Data on rent and value.--~Data on rent and value
are limlted to nonfarm dwelling units. Nonfarm
units consist of all urban and rural-nonfarm dwelling
units. The definitlons of urban and rural-nonfarm
resldence used 1n 1950 are somewhat different from
those used previously,

According to the new definition adopted for the
1950 Census, urban areas comprise {a) places of
2,500 inhabltants or more incorporated as citiss,
boroughs, towns,? and villages; (b) the densely set-
tled urban fringe, Iincluding both incorporated &and
unincorporated areas around citles of §0,000 or
more; and (¢} unincorporated places of 2,500 inhab-

1tants or more outside any urban fringe. The re-
malning areas are classifled as rural.
According to the old definition, urban areas

comprised all places of 2,500 inhabitants or more
which are incorporated places and areas (usually
minor civil ‘divisions) classified as urban under
special rules relating topopulation sizeand density.

In rural areas, dwelling units are subdivided
into rural-farm units, which comprise all dwelling
units on rfarms, and rural-nonfarm units which com-
prise the remaining rural units. Hewever, the
method of determining rfarm and nonfarm residence in
the 1950 Census differs somewhat Tfrom that used 1in
earlier censuses. In the 1950 ‘Census, dwellling

unite on farms for which cash rent is pald for the

2 Except in New England, New York, and Wiscomein, where "howns*
are minor civil divisions of counties and are not nesceasarily densely
asettlied centers like the towns in other States.




house and yard only are classified as nonfarm.
Furthermore, dwelling units on ingtitutional grounds
and {n summer camps and tourist courts are classi-
fisd as nonfarm,

Contract monthly rent.--Contract monthly rent
i8 the rent contractéd for by renters of nonfarm
dwelling unlts at the time of enumeration. The
rent is the amount contracted for regardless of
whether it includes furniture, heating fuel, elec-
tricity, cooking fuel, water, or other services
sometlmes supplied. Dwelllng units which are occu-
pied rent free are not included with the units re-
porting rent.

A similar definition was used in the 1940 Cen-
sus except that an estimated monthly rent was re-

ported and tabulated for the nonfarm units which
were occupied rent Iree.
Menthly rent fTor vacant dwelling units 1s the

amount asked for the dwelling unit - at the time of
enuneration, and 1s presented in 1950 for the non-
seasonal not dilapidated vacant units for rent. The
1940 rent data for vacant dwelling units, however,
applied to all vacant units classified as for sale
or rent.

Because the 1950 rent data in this report are
combined for renter-occupied and selscted -vacant
dwelling unlts, +they are not comparable with the
1240 results.

The 1950 rent data are limlted to nonfarm rental
units for which rental amounts are reported; the
number reporting rent, therefore, 1s not the total
number of nonfarm rental units. The data 1n this
report mey include rentals for a few farm unlts re-
porting rent which, because of the method of tabu-
lating the preliminary sample, were included with
the nonfarm units.

Value.--Value data are shown for nonfarm owner-
occupled dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not
dilapidated units which are for sale only., Value 1s
shown only 1f the unit 1s in a one-dwelling-unit
structurs without business and if 1t 1s the only
dwelling unit included 1in the property. The value
represents’ +the amount for which the owner estimmtes
that the property, including such land as belongs
with i, would sell under ordinary conditions and
not at forced sale, For vacant units, 1t 1ls the sale
price asked by the owner.

Unlts for which valus data were published from
the 1940 Census included owner-occupied dwelling
units in multi-dwelling-unit structures as well
as in one-dwelling-unit structures. If the owner-
occupled unit was 1in - structure containing more
than one dwelling unit,or 1f a part of the structure
was used for business purposes, the value reported
in 1940 represented only that portlion occupled by
the owner and hils household. No value data were
collected for vaecant units in 1940.

The 1950 wvalue data are 1limlted to nonfarm
owner units for which an amount was reported; the
nunber reporting value, therefore,
nurber of nonfarm owner units.

1s not the total
The data in this
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report may include wvalues for a few farm units re-
porting value which, because of the method of tabu-
lating the preliminary sample, were included with
the nonfarm units.

Medlan.--~The median 1s the figure which divides
the number of dwelling units reporting on a charac-
teristic into two equal groups--one group containing
units for which the figures for the characteristic
are smaller than the medlan, and the other containing
units for which the figures for the characteristic
are larger than the median, For example, the medlan
rent 1s the rent which divides the units into two
equal groups, one having rents lower than the medlan
and the other having rents higher than the medlan.

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF DATA

Source of data.,--The 1950 estimates presented
in this 7report are based on a sample of approxi-
metely £8,400 dwelling units selected from those
enumerated in the 1980 Census of Housing. These
dwelling unlts are located in about 160 census enu-
meration districts systematically selected from all
enumeration districts throughout the standard metro-
politan aresa.

The 1940 figures in this report are the results
of the complete enumeration in the 1940 Census of
Housing. These and more detailed flgures on the same
subJecdts may be found In the 1940 Census Reports on
Housing.

Each of the 1980 figures 1is independencly
rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore the de-~
talled rigures do not necessarily add to the totals.
Percentages for 1950 are based on the rounded ab-
solute figures.

Rellability of 1950 estimates.--Because the
1950 estimates &are based on sample data, they
are subject to sampling varlablillty. Although the
smaller flgurss are subject to large relatlve sam-
pling variability, they are shown 1in the tables to
permit the analysls of various comblnations ‘which
would have smaller relative sampling variabllity.

The following table presents the approximate
sampling varlabllity of estimates of selected sizes.
The chances are about 19 out of 20 that the dif-
ference due to sampling variability Dbetween an
estimate and the flgure which will be available
later from the complete tabulations of the 1950
Census 1s less than the sampling variabllity Iin-
dlcated below:

.| Sampling variability Sampling varisbility
Size of Size of
cstimate of ‘1950 data estinate of 1950 data
of of :
Metropollitani Central Matropolitan] Central
1950 data area city 1950 data area alty
2,500 048 2,200 1,200 [{150,000.... 15,500 8,000
g,ggg---- i,ggg ;;Zgg 200,000 4. 17,400 | 8,500
10,00044 44 300,000, . .. 0,600
25,000,415 6,600 | 3,800 ||° - 2%
50,000, 40+ 97300 | 5,200 ||409,000... 2,900
75,0000 000 11,200 | 6,100 ||600,000... 25,50 Vae
100,0004 4 4 12,900 | 6,900 |[650,000.... 25,900 ves
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To illustrate, there were an estimated 374,500
renter-oceunled dwelling units 1in the standard met-
ropolitan area. The sampling variability is about
22,300. The chances are about 19 out of 20 that the
Tlgure which will be obtained from the complete tab-
ulation of the 1950 Census will be between 352,200
and 396,800.

The 1950 data in the tables 1in the report alsc
include percent distributions. In general, the reli-
ability of an estimated percentage depends upcn both
the size of the percentage and the size of the total
on which it is based., The following table present:
the approximate sampling variabllity of estimated
percentages based on totals of selected sizes:

And If the size of tle base is:

Metropolitan area
If the

Central city

egtimated 19850

150,000
percentage is:

300,000

680,000 15,000 50,000 225,000

Then the chances are about 19 out of 20 +that the difference due to sampling varia-
bility between the estimated percentage and the percentage which will be avail-
able later from the complete tabulation of the 1950 Census ia less than:

2 or 98 2 %
5 or 95 2 2
10 or 90 3 Py
25 or 75 5 3

50 6 4

W
HO W
oBwioE
W e
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To 1llustrate, of the estimated 365,700 renter-
occupled dwelling units in the standard metropolitan
area reporting on conditlon and plumnbing facilities,
& percent - were dilapidated or had no running. water.
The sampling varlapility is about 2 percant. The
chances are about 19 out of 20 that the percentage
which will be obtained from the complete tabulation
of the 1950 Census will be between 4 percent and 8
percent. .

Some of the t&bles in the report show the percent
change from 1940 to 1950, The 1940 figure 1s used as
the base in .computing the percent change, Since the
1940 data are not based on a sample, the sole cause of
the sampling variabllity in these percentages is the
varlabillty of the 1950 estimatés. The sampling var-
lablllty of any percent change, therefore, is the sam~
pling error of the estimated rumber of dwelling units
possessing that particular characterlstic ln 1950,
div;ded by the 1940 flgure for that characteristic.

Although the flgures are based on data obtalined
Trom the 1950 Census, there may be dlfferences be-
tween the data in the present report and the data to
be published in the r'inal 1950 Census reports, apart
from differences caused by the sampling variability,
The main reason for such differences 1s that the
preliminary estimates do not 1include &1l of the
refinements that result from the careful examinatlon
of the schedules and tables to whilch the census datu
will be subjJect prior to the publication of the
final report.

In addition 1o sampling variation and limita-
tlons of the types mentioned above, the estimates
are subject to blases due to errors of response anrd
to nonreporting. The possible effect of such blases
1s not included in the measures of rellabllity,; datu
obtained from a complete count of all dwelling units
are also subject to these blases.

LIST OF TABLES
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1.~~Occupancy characteristics of dwelling units:
2.=~~Tenure of dwellling units:
3,~~Number of rooms in dwelllng units:
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Table 2,-~TENURE OF DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA . ‘ ‘
AND BOSTON CITY:' 1950 AND 1940 !

Percent
v _ 1950 1940 change, :
' Number Percent * Number Percent 1940 to !{;
1950 o
BOSTON STANDARD
METROPOLITAN AREA
Occupied dwelling units......... 665,600 100 558,175 100 19
Owmer ocoupled..cciiiciiioninisciaenss 291,100 4l 194,968 35 49
Renter ocoupled...ccivaivvasncinanerves 374,500 56 363,207 - 65 3
BOSTON CITY ;
Ocoupied dwelling unitd..esvees 224,000 100 197,393 100 13
: I
Ovmer ocoupied. .. ueeserrrnariisnionias 53,400 24 41,236 21 29 |
Renter cccupled..oncesieicrarnianannens 170, 600 76 156,157 79 9 |

Table 3.-—NUMBER OF. ROOMS IN DWELLING UNITS, FCR THE BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA
AND BOSTON CITY: 1950 AND 1940

I e r—— e — e !

' Percent I

'1 1

T 1950 1940 ohange, -

Rooms 1940 to :

Number Percent Number Percent
, 1950
BOSTON STANDARD
METROPOLITAN AREA

A1l dwelling unitB...evvesencens 680,700 596,921 14 E
Number reporting.e.ccessesrascensnareas 669,700 100 587,009 100
1 TOOMueraciessrsonniossanasesnannss 10,000 1 9,721 2 3
2 TOOMBscastaascnsncsnvronasarnnsass 28,400 4 22,803 4 25
3 TOOME e eaaeasssnassasrosrsasseisss , 67,900 10 49,663 8 37
4 TOOMBeearsnsnsssesssrsnnsnnnsroanse 112,700 17 93, 070 16 21
5 TOOME..veseessansssessonsnnsansnne 163,600 24 146,517 R5 12
6 XOOMB,.veseensncnsrosnsssnnsnonses 141,400 | 21 130,061 22 9
7 TOOMS OF MODEecvessnssorensssessse 145,700 - 22 135,17 23 .8
Median number of roomB.......eovsvsess 5.2 5.3

BOSTON CITY

A1) dwelling unitB...c.vrennnrss 227,900 211,514 8
meber A sice SITRTTITIIPRIPPPPITITE 223,200 100 208,420 100
L TOOMssucneerasasssssnanvascarnrns 7,600 3 6,201 3 23
R TOOMBu.sressosasnussavoisantacerns 16,500 7 12,848 6 28
"3 TODMB.casenvrinerratnrnrassensnns 31,900 14 26,39% 13 21
4 TOOMB...ovasnnranssoasnsnaansosenns 44,600 20 41,276 20 8
5 TOOMBe.vseasarssnssarsssscnnscssse 57,300 26 54,513 26 5
6 TOOMB..uosescverutsasssasssascanas 37,800 17 37,078 18 2
7 TOOMS OF MOT€sesassecvberssannsons 27,600 12 30,110 14 ~8
Median mumber of IOOMB. cieecscesonsione 47 4.8 ree

L The 1940 figures for the standard metropolitan area include estimated data for some of the smaller towns for
which aseparate 1940 tsbulations were not aveilable.
SEaCT
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Table 4.--NUMBER OF PERSONS IN DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE BOSTON STANDAHD METROPQOLITAN AREA

" AND BOSTON CITY: 1950 AND 1940
- 1950 19401 Peroent
change,
Persons in dwell. undt
ing Number Porcent Number Percent 19;8580
BOSTON STANDARD
METROPOLITAN AREA
Occupied dwelllng unitBSessecesse 665,600 100 558,175 100 19
1 POrSONlscscocncerensscnsocnrsssvcccns 57,500 9 39,904 7 &
2 POTSONBssssssscsasssnsassrarssnsnarse 172,700 26 125,502 22 3
3 POTEONBessssssccvssosssarersasasssss 153,100 23 122,551 22 25
4 POTHONB..sasesessasassaaransencscass 129,800 20 105,949 19 23
5personﬂ.......-.-........--u.-n--o 79,100 12 71,196 13 11
6 PETEMNBrssessversnsrasssssssssnsasss 37,800 6 42,023 8 -10
7perscxneOrmre..-......uu-.u-n. 35,600 5 51,050 9 -30
Modian numbher of pPerSONSe..ccsssecsses 3.2 . 3.4 . oo
BOSTON CITY
Occupied dwelling unit8.s...eees 224,000 100 197,393 100 13
1 PersOn.sessvecrstossesssssgssesssans 28,600 13 19,863 10 i
2 POTBONS.scasrsssstssstonsasssarenans 59,900 27 44, 482 23 35
3 POTBONHessssvnsssnsavosctatsnsenrnsne 48,900 22 39,985 20 22
4 POYBONB..csssesesosnssnsstsonsnsarse 38,600 17 34,815 18 11
5 POTBONBrecccrvscavsnsscasssncassvnns 24,500 11 23,825 12 3
6 POrBONBsssestssrsasacansssesssensars 11,700 5 14,708 7 -0
7 POrBCNS OT MOTOeessscuesasnsessrsrse 11,800 5 19,715 10 -40
Median number of PergONSe.csiccesssscss 3.0 3.4
! See footnote 1 on table 3,
Table 5.--PERSONS PER ROOM IN DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA
AND BOSTON CITY: 1950 AND 1940
1930 19402
Persons per roam -
Mumber Percent Number Percent
BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA
Oceupied dwelling unmltBeeecasscsseseccee 665,600 558,175 Y
Number reportingeie.sisiccarescsrasiencanneas 655,900 100 550,296 100
1.00 OF 1688asesevansnsnstonssinnseacerones 593,100 90 482,954 88
1001 10 Lo50u.avsuoretncnasntonsrnonenesans 49,600 8 51,957 9
1.51 OF MOT@4ttesenrsrassconensnrsncersanas 13,200 2 15,385 3
BOSTON CITY
Occupled dwelling undtBe.vecesvenesionne 224,000 197,393 ca
WuBber repOrting..eisiesacasiiineriiiiiiinnes 219,900 100 194,799 100
1200 OF 16B8avsceraronsaccsnracannoansunnns 192, 500 88 164,560 84
1,01 10 La50uiannsiuunnasencennssornorssonn 20,000 9 22,642 12
1o51 OF MOTOusrerssiranararnrassevensrnsane 7,500 3 7,597 4

! See footnote 1 on table 3.
Sa267
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Table 6,--TYPE OF STRUCTURE QF DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA
AND BOSTON CITY: 1950 AND 1940

1950 19401
Type of structure
0 Number Percent Numbexr Percent

BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN ARFA
All dwelling unitBevesscenececavarounass 680,700 100 596,921 100
1 to 4 dwelling undt..cvoieerernnvrnnnanvanans 559,500 g2 507,383 85
‘1 dwelling unit detached withount business.. 204,100 30 196,879 33
1 dwelling unit attached without business.. 7,000 1 () )
Other 1 t0 4 Awelling unit...eeesvsseenens 348,400 51 () )
5 to 9 dwelling unit......................... 62,600 9 43,943 7
10 dwelling unit OF MOT@...vvuiuenvrriasnanens 58,600 9 45,595 8

BOSTON CITY

All dwelling unitS.ssecavescsncetconsans 227,900 100 211,514 100
1 to 4 dwelling unib..uevnnenivniannnennnnes 157,000 69 156,984 T
1 dwelling unlt detached without business.. 20,000 9 26,205 12
1 dwelling unit attached without business.. 6,000 3 (?) (®)
Other 1 to 4 dwelling unit.....ovveeeacnnes 131,000 57 (2) ()
5 to 9 dwelling unit..eiiiaiiieiaiiacsinnaan, 39,000 17 25,263 12
10 dwelling unit OF MOTr€.osvvvcessrnsncecnnss 32,000 14 . R9,267 14

1 See footnote 1 on table 3.
2 pata not availsble.

Table 7,-~CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES OF DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE BOSTON STANDARD
METROPOLITAN AREA AND BOSTON CITY: 1950

Condition and plumbing facilities Number Percent
BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA
All dwelling undtBesessenesensvaesronivsnsocerarrasnsnsanarsnnnss 680,700 aee
Number reporting condition and plumbing facilities.........ceviavivvenne 665,800 100
Not dilapidated, with private toilet and bath,and hot running water., 582,600 88
Not dilapldated, with private toilet and bath, and only cold running
L 1 Sereesnesirevsasraeasennranans 12,600 2
Not dilapidated, with running water, laecking private tollet or bath.. 38,100 6
Dilapidated or no running waber:..eesserisrrsoissrtsisssrsssnssnnnasts 32,500 5
Renter ocoupled.secvrsiiniainaniinaiiaieriviivintatotansssssnsanss 37,500 ves i
Number reporting condition and plumbing facilities.......cocouveiinnnn, 365,700 100 ;
Not dilapidated, with private toilet and bath, and hot running water . 303,700 83 .
Not dilapldated, with private toilet and hath,and only cold running :
WALy e et iiiiiiniiieeiiiaiertennarenen TR I T 9,500 3 4
Not dilapidated, with running water, lacking private toilet or bath.. 30,900 8 )
Dilapldated or no running WabtEr....veviiassnreernrsnrannrensasrsneans 21,700 6 :
BOSTON GITY .
AL] GWelling UNIb8. e teunereaeeneenroeranssenarsiosnasiossrarennos 227,900
Number reporting condition and plumbing facilitles....eveevisvenisrnons 221,700 100 f
Not dilapidated, with privete toilet and bath,and hot running water.. 184,100 83 }
Not dilapidated, with private toilet and bath,and only cold running
water......oovinininn P e e e e e e asanabonran netstatoRsbans s et 4,200 2 :
Not dilapidated, with running water, lacking private toilet or bath.. 18,000 8 !
Dilapidated or no running water......... N 15,400 7 ;
Renter occupled.ceensesvnnne, O 170,600 “on ‘
Number reporting condition and plumbing facilities.....eeveevrnenirnns . 166,300 100
Not dilapidated, with private toilet and bath, and hot running water.. 134,200 81
Not dilapidated, with private toilet and bath,and only cold running
L2 5 S P esisaresasearsseaaasatensanstrarsrteassres 3,600 2 :
Not dilapidated with running water, lacking private tollet or bath.. 15,300 9 !
Dilapidated or no running WaTer's.vecesviusiosisaronsosaservasnrsoanis 13,200 8 ‘

F3E07
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Table 8.--CONTRACT MONTHLY RENT OF URBAN AND RURAL~
NONFARM RENTER-~OCCUPIED AND. SELECTED VACANT DWELLING
UNITS, FOR THE BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA AND
BOSTON CITY: 1950

(Percent not shown where less than 1)

P—

Contract monthly rent Nutber 5:;;
BOSTON STANDARD
METROPOLITAN AREA

Renter-oceugied dwelling units,

and vacant” units for rent--

Number reportingescesccecessesf 360,900 100
Under $10.se.0nsasccaconcnsraancnss 1,000
10 10 $ldesenceennasrssrnasnsacans 6,200 2
15 0 $10.ececeanaencncaconesnnsee] 17,100 5
20 10 $20:i0ecassonsvrnscsnsanacase| 81,900 23
$30 10 $39cvnanvecscnsaassssnconea 98, 500 27
$40 50 P49 sensrercnanncornsanssase 67,300 19
$50 to $59-¢.nc.-oo.noco-n-o.uuoona 40,500 11
$60 10 $7hecnnnnsssecssncrascascane 27,600 8
$75 10 $99ccenvevronrevasarcecsass 14,400 4
$100 O MOTEsasassssssssosssssnsnse 6,400 2
Median YeNbeoasessecnsorcososensanss $37 cas

BOSTON CITY

Renter-oceuy, E:Led dwelling units,

and vacant* units for rent--

Number reporting.esesessccesse] 165,700 100
Under $10icsecuescasssnnnsosnasasss 700
$10 to $1~40.lulll..t.ll.-‘...l..nto 4,200 3
$15 1o $19-.l-lllll.l.|"olnlll-l.l 11,400 7
$20t0 $29||n..l.pn.ooon.ltn--c-oll 40,5(]) 24
330 t0 $3%ucanncscnnnorsnsssrnnsacs 45,100 27
$40 10 B49ucuivirnnncncacsaninssnss 30,800 19
350 40 $59userennannanronseriancaee] 14,300 9
360 10 $74uucenrcarnsccnsnssiasanss 8,700 5
$75 10 $9%iiiniinirinincdiniiinans 6,600 4
$100 OF MOTBescransosscsavsonnssans 3,400 2
Median rent.isceiccceascrscnsssvsvace $35 cen

1 Excludes seasonal and dilapidated vacant units.

Table 9.-~-VALUE OF URBAN AND RURAL-NONFARM OWNE-
OCCUPIED AND SELECTED VACANT DWELLING UNITS, FOR
THE BOSTON STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA AND BORTON
CITY: 1950

Value of one~dwelling Pexr-
atruotures ‘ Number aent
BOSTON STANDARD
METROPOLITAN AREA

Owner-occupied dwelling units,

and vacant! units for sale

only-~Number reporting..ssss..} 171,700 100
Under $3,000e.c0ccccesasecrsoascoss 3,000 2
$3,000 10 $4,999c0c0cavensssorsenne 7,000 4
$5 000 t0 37,4994 0uasnsssssansssacs 29,800 { - 7
$7 500 $0 $9,9994uccersnvrrsacnnens| 43,200 25
$10000to§14 3999 ccreensrnnnnacan 51,600 30
$15,000 10 $19,999.c00sresscnasvans| 16,700 10
$20,000 OF MOTE@.ecossesnassssanesns] 20,400 i2
Median valu€siessveecesensonsenanss| $10,226 aes

BOSTON CITY

Owner-occupied dwelling units,

and vacant® units for sale

only~--Number reporting...sseee 18,400 100
Under $3, 000:.svseesnsesenssnscsnas 1,100 6
$3000to$4999................... 1,800 10
$5000to$’7 499, ccecnnnncesnoneres 3,700 20
$7 500 10 $9,999. 4 0cc0cvresnassoccs 4,300 23
$10 000 to $14 215 1° e 6’000 a3
$15 000 to $19 999 . revescrsncoranss 1,000 5
$200000r MOTCurannsssannssnnsasee 600 3
Median valu€.sseenasevnssnnssnnesas| $8,962 ver

1 Excludes seasonal and dilapldated vacant units,
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