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PREFACE 

ThiH part of V olumc I prnscnlH HtatistfoH 011 the gmwrnl ch11racteriHtfos of dwelling nnHs for States, by rcsidonce 
(urban, rural uonfarm, and rural farm), st.au<lard metropolitan areaH, urbiuiizncl arens, count.ioR, 11rhan places, placnH of 
1,000 to 2,500 inho.lJitantH, and rm·al-nonfarm mid rural-farm portionH of count.im;. The data are baser! on tabulations 
from t.lw 1950 Census of IIousiug, taken as of April I, l!liiO. Authorizal.ion for tile 1950 Ccn::;us of lfouHing as rrnrt of 
tho decennial conKUH w aH provided by the HonHing Act of 19,19. ThiH net., which was approved July Iii, 19,19, proviclecl 
that; "The Director of tho CtmHus iH aut·.ltorizecl arnl cliroetecl to t1.iko a census of housing in each Stiito, the District of 
Columbia, Ifowaii, Puerto Hieo, tho Virgin falandH, and Al11ska, in tho year 191\0 and dcconnially t.lwrcmft.or in conju11ction 
with, at. tlw fiamo time, and aH a part; of tho population inquiry of tho clecennial cenRUH in order to provide information 
c011ceming tho 1111mber, clrnract.crist.icH (including utilitieH and equipment), and geographical cJi:.;trihnt.ion of dwelliug units 
in thu United StatcR. The Director of tho CcnH\IH is nnt.horiiocl to collect snult Hllpplomont.ar.1• i;tatist:icH (cit.her in advance 
of or aft.or the t1tki11g of st1ch mmsuH) tLH arn 1wceHHary to tho completion thoroof." 

Vohmw I, Ooncral CharaclcriNtics, contaius ilal:n on pract.icttlly 1111 HUbjootH cmumoratod in t:ho IOliO ConHu:-i of Hou~ing. 
Clmpl.<!rH in this volt1me \\ c•n• pul>lislwcl firHl: nH o. HorioH of lmlletins, S(wicH II-A. Bnlkt.h1R woro publiHhctl for tho Unit;od 
HtaluH, e1tch Stal:n a11t! tlw J>i:-;trict. of Coh11nl>ia, AlaHka, Ifowaii, Puerl:o Rico, anrl the Virgin !:-;lauds of the United Statns. 

Ht.atistics iu tho U11itod Htatt\H Hun1nmry (Piirt l of Volumo I) aro Hurnmarizations or compil!tt.io11H of data from t.he 
indil'ic!ual Ht.ate chapl:nr>i; statiHtics are ]l!'t\Honted for cont.intmt:nl United Ht:at<!H, regionH, and gcographie diviHions, !lH wnll 
aH for th() Ht!Llos anc! the DiRtrict. of Coh11nhi11, stancltml mnt.ropolitnn arnnH, ciliim; of 100,000 inhabitants or more, mu.I 
urhnnized nrnas. 

Tho State t'hapterH cornpri::;n Po.rt.H 2 t.o ll; ancl t.hn cl111pl:nr1:1 for Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, nnd tho Virgin Island;;, 
which present dnttt for 11nins comparn!Jlo to t.hoso for the States, compriKn Part 7. 

The mat.(iriii!H arnl statistfoH iu thiH volumn wore prepmod under l;lw clirnot.ion of Howard G. Brunsman, Chiof, Popu~ 
latio11 aud II01rning Division, and Wayne Ir, Daugherty, AHsist1ml; Chief for Housing. Edwin D. Goldfield asoiistctl in 
onor<li1rnting t.lw ccl\HllH programH. The planning am! doVt\]opnwnt of the H(:atiHtical eonteut of the vohuno wcro unrlnr 
t.he Hllpt•rvision of Itobort. C. lfonwr, aHHiRtcd hy Floy<! D. McNaughton and Nat.ho.11 Krnvor; the text waH pr(lptiretl by 
Carl A. H. Coan anc! Bcmlah WaHhalmngh. 

The compi111l.io11 of the HtlttiHl.icH 11·aR under the <liroet.ion of Robert B. Voight; and supervi:;ud by Morton A. Moyer 
mul l\Iilt.011 D. Lit!bcrman, aHHiHted I>~· Sigmuucl Sehor, Poreival J, A!Jlnman, and Ruth T. St1111to11. Hampling procc1durcH 
W(!rn unclor tho HllJWrviHion of JoHnph St.einhorp;, ILHHiHtml by JoHeph WakHberg anrl Albert; Mimlliu. Tho technical eclitori11.l 
work waH undor tlw H\lpervision of MildrtHI M. H.uHHoll, ttHHiHt.ecl by Dorothy M. Bolzor. 

Tlw colll1ction of t.hn iufornrntfon 011 which t.hoHo H!.1tt.iHLiCH two baHed wnH under tho direction of Lowell T. Galt:, then 
Chief, Fi\!!<! DiviHion. Tho organizat.ion itnd opomt.ion of t.ho field Hervice were under tho supervision of John M. Bell, 
AHHiHtaut Chief for Oporttl.ionH, aHHiHl:nrl hy CharleH l•'. lfottH. Tho planning and prococluroH of the fielcl progmm were 
mul<'r tlw H11perviHio11 of .Tack B. RobnrtH011, them AHHiHl!tlll: Chief for Progrnurn, aHHh1tod by Loon 8, Gotiffrny and IInrold 
NiHH('[Hou. Tminiug matcrilt!H, inclnding viHttttl aidH, wm·o prnparocl mulor t.ho st1pervisio11 of .fomos G. Sloclrnrd, lt'1HiHl:ecl 
by Elizahot.h T. Gardinnr. 

Ta!Julnt.iou:; wero urnl<n' the dirnction of C. F. V1111 Akon, Chief, Machine Tabulation Division, and s11pervhmcl by 
'.VIorton lloiHmt, ILHHiHlod by Italph R Mnll<'1Hloro, Het.t.,v 8. Mil.clwll, and Maurice C. Flet.clwr. Tim goop;raphic work, 
incl11<li11g the <i<•lineat.ion of Hpecinl t,vJrnH of mh1L11 tnrrit.ory aml t:ho preparn('.ion of lllitJlH, WllH tmdor (.he dirnctiou of 
Clnre11cn E. BntHclH•lnt., Chic~f, (h\ogrttph~· Divi;;ion. Robert: IT. Broolrn of tile Administ.rnt.iYo fforvieo DiviHion waH 
l'l'HponHibk for tho printinp; !t!T1rnµ;mnenls. ' Other 11wmberH of Ute Kt.arr h111·0 made Higniflcant. eont.rihntion;; to t.Jw 0011-
duct of t.he ho11si11g census and to !Jw mnterialH prt.1Ho11torl in thiH Yolume. 

Tlw TtJ('hHieal AdviHory Commil:toc Oil IIouHing St;at.istics arlviRo<l tho B11re11u on the Heleclion of Hubjocts, concepts, 
and dcfinit.ionH to bo used in t.lw houHing conHus. Tho Bureau st111f c1tli<HI upon mo111bers of the committee for advice 
throughout, all the Ht.ages of pl!uming, nnrl l.lwir con11Hel ancl gnida11cu luwo be<\n invnluablo in c!ovoloping tJ1e com:HIH pro
gram. ThoHu \\'ho Hcrved on the eommit.too were: l•:rrwHt t.L Fisher, Chairman, K Everett A:;hl<ly, III, L. Dtll'\\ 11.rd 
Badgley, La11·rmHJC\ X. Bloomberg, Ro~' .T. HurrougllH, Mnloohn B. Callin, MilnA Colnan, Domtld R G. Cowan, F. Stuart 
Fit.r.palriek, Leo Uoocl11111u, Shirley K. Hart:, Lyman Hill, EUwl D. Hoover, Pnul Ii'. Kmngcr, Hicharcl U. Ratcliff, Bert; 
Seidm11u, Allan F. Thornton, All!tn A. Twielwll, \Varron .T. Vint.on, and Max 8. \Vohrly. 

In 11rlclition to those of t.lw JH'eHent. Htaff, importan (; contributions to t.lw go11eml planning of t.lrn 1950 Cons us were 
mnde by tlw late .T. C. Citpt, Director of t.lw Census unt.il his retirement on August 17, 1049, 1t11d Dr. Philip M. II11.usor, 
Acting Director until March 9, l!l50. 

May 1953. 
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U. S. CENSUS OF HOUSING: 1950 

Volume 
I Gouoral Characteristics (compriiiing Series H-A bulletins) 

II Nonfarm Housing Chamcteristim; (comprising Series II-B bulletins) 
III Farm Housing CharactcriBt.ics 
IV llcsidential Financing 
V Block Statistics (comprising Series II-E bulletins) 

Housing statistics for census traets arc included in Population Series P-D bulletins. 

U. S. CENSUS OF POPULATION: 1950 

Number of Inhabitimts (comprising Sorics P-A bullotius) 
Ulmractoristics of tho Population (comprising Serio1:1 P-A, P-B, and P-0 bulletins) 
Census Tract Stat.isties (comprising Stirlcs P-D bulletins) 

Volume 
I 

II 
III 
IV Special Itcport.s (comprhiing Series l'-E bulletit18): Employment Characterist.ics, Occupational and Industrial Characteristics, 

Characteristics of FamillcH, Marital SLatns, Im1titntfonal I>opulat.ion, Nativity and Parentage, Nonwhite Population by Haee, 
Persons of Spanish Sumaimi, Puorto Weans in Continental Unitod States, State of Birth, Mobility of the Population, Character
istics by Size of l'lacc, Education, Fertility. 

======-=- ·-·--'"""'·-= .. ·=--·====================== 

HOUSING VOLUME I 

This volume comprises 7 pMt.A, with the States arranged alphabotically and followed by Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and tho Virgin 
Islands of the United States. Data for the United States mid fur eaeh St.ate ('I'orritory or possession) are presented as separate chapters. 
The areas included in each part, by chapter nmnber, arn as follows: 

Part 1 Part 3-Continned 
l. United States Summary l\l. Maine 

Part 2 20. Maryland 
2. Alabama 21. Massachusetts 
3. Arizona Part 4 
4. ArkansaA 22. Michigan 
5. California 23. Minnesota 
Ii. Colorado 2•1. Mississippi 
7. Connecticut 25. Missouri 
8. Delawam 26. Montana 
9. District of Columbia 27. Nebraska 

10. Florida 28. N cvada 
11. Georgia 2\l. Now Hampshire 

Part 3 30. Now Jersey 
12. Idaho 31. New Mexico 
13. Illinois 32. Now York 
14. Indiana Part 5 
15. Iowa 33. North Carolina 
16. Kansas 34. North Dakota 
17. Kentucky 35. Ohio 
18. Louisiana 36. Oklahoma 

IV 

Part 5-Continued 
37. Oregon 
38. Pennsylvania 
3\l. Itho<lo Island 
40. South Carolina 
41. South Dakota 
42. Tennessee 

Part 6 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 

Part 7 

Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

51. Alaska 
52. Hawaii 
53. Puerto Rico 
54. Virgin Islands of U. S. 
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General Characteristics 

GENERAL 

CONTENT 

Volume I of the Housing reports preRents basiti statbities rolating 
to practically all s11bjccts for whillh informal.ion was collected in 
the Cens11s of Hmu;ing, taken as of April 1, l\l50. The dwelling 
unit is the reporting unit in the housing otmsns. 

This volume is arranged by chapterH and is bound in seven parts. 
Part 1 consists. of the United St;ateH Snrnmary; Parts 2 to O contain 
tho separate chaptt1rs for the Stittes and the Dhitrict of Columbia; 
and Part 7 comprises the chapters for Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands of tho Uniter! States. 

In the State chapters, stnti1:1tks aro prcHcmted for Urn Stn.t() by 
r()sidenco (nrbnn, rum.I nonfarm, tmd rural farm) and for the 
following types of arcns wit,J1in tho State: stnndn.rd metropolitan 
areas, urbanized nrcns, counties, nrbnu placm-i, pin.cos of 1,000 to 
2,500 inhnbitants, and mml-nonfn.rm ancl rural-farm port.ionH of 
counties. Characteristics nre not shown if t.110 baso consists of 
fewer than three dwelling units in order to avoid disclosuro of 
information for individun.l units. 

Tho Unitod Stt1t.0H S11mll!ary co11t11inH r!M.a for co11tino11t1tl 
United Stat.mi. It provideH Ht11tiHticH for tlw Unito<l St1LtoH ttH a 
wholn, tJw four rogi011H (Nortlw11Ht., NorU1 Cm1tral, Sont.h, ttnd 
Wost), and the nino p;roupH of St11tnH <lPHignatocl aH "goop;mphie 
cliviHilmH," n.H wall aH Hllll\11'.nrimi of tho Ht.n.t.iHt.iCH for tlw St.11toH 
aud the District of Colnmbia, Ht11nch1rd ll!O(.ropolitan 11niaH, eiUeH 
of 100,000 iuhn.bit,an tH or morn, ttll(l urh1rnizod 1t1·oaH. In n,rldi
tion, them iH inelndecl in tho Hurnn:.arv a diHCUHHion of (.]w l!l50 
CenHnH rnHults n,11(\ souHi hiHtoriu1Ll ciatn, for c<1ll!l>1tt·i1tivo pm
JlOHClH. In tho United Rtat.oK t11hloH, tho rlatn 11ro Jll'(\HPll1ud by 
urban, rnml-no11farrn, a11d rmal-farm rnHiCl<'llCt\. 'l'lw Stat.(• dnta 
in tho United StntoH 8ummary !tl'O Hnnm·.11rizaU011H uf pr1wtfoally 
o.11 1.110 Stnto figurm; in the irnliviclnnl cho.pt:orH nxcopt. the clatn hv 
reHidonee nncl the data on the ehttractoriHticH of twnwhitc houHc;
holdH. Tho datn for the Htn.nd11rd 1netropolitn.11 arc!aH and largo 
ei1foH are Hllll:ll'.nriz11ti011H of all tho figmm1 appelL!'it1p; in tho 
St11to chapters for tlrnAe arenH, except tho d11t11 on tho ehamcter
iRtkH of dwelling 1111itR occupiod by nonwhite honsohuklH (iwd 
8p1111iHh-Ht1rnamc honsoholrls). St;atist.icK for urh1111ized nroaH nre 
liwit.ud to n Hunrnrnry of Helcctecl itemR from t.lw hnHic diHtribu
tio11H which nppear in the State chaJJtorH. IIowevnr, sepnrnto 
statiHt.iCH for the urban, ruml-nonfarm, alJCl rural-farm port.icmH 
of the State; cou11t.icl:l; mlm11 ph1cc!H of fewer tlmn 100,000 inlrnhit
nntH; placcH of 1,000 to 2,500 h1habit1111tH; and tho rnml-rwnfarm 
and ruml-farm portionH of conntieH nppe11r 011lv in t.lw individrntl 
Stnte chn.ptcrH. · 

StatiHtieR nre preHtmtcd in Volume I for. the following H1tbjects: 
Occupancy chnracteristics 

Occupnncy nnd tonuro 
Race and color of occupn.nts 
Populntion por occupiod clwellinp; unit 
Number of perH011s 
Persmrn per room 

Structural characteristics 
Number of rooms 
Type of structure 
Year built 

Con<Wion and plmnln'.no fadz.ities 
Conrlition and plumbing faciliUcH in combinn.tion 
Water supply 
Toilet facilities 
Bnthing facilities 

Equipment and fuels 
Jiaectrio lighting 
Radio · 
'l'eloviHion 
Hofrigerat;ion equipment 
Kitchen Hink 
Heating equipment 
IIoatinp; fn<1l 
Cooking fnol 

/!'ina.ncfol chartwtcri,qtics of nonfann dwelling units 
Contrnct; monthly rent 
GroRH monthly rent. 
Value 
Mortgap;e HtatnR 

Somo hmrninp; chara;~toriHt.icH uro Jlt'<'Sontc\rl Hep11rntc\]y fo1· 
owntu·-oecnpiocl, rm1tor-occnpi(l(\ 1 n.ml 111 mHenRonal 11ot dilapidntod 
vncant dwcllinp; nnitH for rent or snlo. l•'or n,ll Rtatrn-i, lin:itc~d 
rlnt:a on tho chariwtnriHticH of dwelling nnitH ooc:upied by nonwhite 
IHH\Heholdi; arn proHtmtod for t.110 State totn!H. In nddiUon, in 
tho chn,p\.crK for the Statt\H in 1.lw S011th, clat;a for nonwhite ho1tHe
holdH n.ro providocl for ILl'l\!IH havinµ; 250 or 11w1·e Hitch lwmmhuldH. 

In live Southwestern States (Arizonn, Californiit, Colorndo, 
Now Mexico, n.nd Texas), dat.ii for Spanish-surnmno households 
are included in the St.11tci chapteni for arnns having 250 or more such 
housohokls. A special Population rnport;, "Perl:IOHA of Sp11nish 
Surname," iuclndos State totals of scltH~ted housi11µ; data. for t;ho 
fivo StateH. 

The onumorat.ion and publicntion of somo snbj<icts w<1rc re
stricted t:o specific Hegmeuts of the dwelling nu it in veutory. In 
part:iculnr, the following subjects were rest,rict.ud to occupied 
dwelling unit.s: race and- color of oticupnnts, number of persons, 
persons per room, radio, television, refrigeration equipment, 
kitchen sink, hmiting oquipmc~nt, hn11ting fuul, and cooking fuel. 
Financial chamct<1ristics wore tmnmomtod only for nonfarm 
c\wclling 1111its---ront, was obtained for 1•entcr-occ11pied units and 
viicant units for rout, mortgn.ge st;n.tns for owner-occupied units, 
and va\110 for owner-occnpi()c\ uuitfl and vaeant. units for s11!0. 
Sensoual st.atns and "for rent or sillc" st11tus were obtn.lnec\ only 
for vac11nl; units. 

ARRANGEMENT OF TABLES 

In the State chapters, the t11blcs are n.rranged by type of aroa, 
the figures in t)w t.nbles for tho larger nreaA being presented in 
grontcr detail than those for t.lrn smaller nrem1. Table 1 prescn t.s 
a summary of selected characteristics for thCl State by re~iclence 
(urbn.11, rural noufarm, and rum.I farm), stand11rd metropolitan 
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areas, urban places of 10,000 inhabitants or more, a.nd counties. 
Tables 2 to Hi provide totals for tlrn Stat.e and for the urban, rural
nonfarm, and rural-farm port.ions of the State. Data for standard 
metropolitan areas and their constituent. counties, urbanfaed areas, 
and mban places of 10,000 inlrn.bitan t.s or more arc provided in 
tables 17 to 21 in approximately the s&rne detail as for t;lrn State 
as a whole. Less detail is presented in tablmi 22 to 33 for urban 
places of 2,500 to 10,000 inhabitants, places of 1,000 to 2,500 
inhabit.ants, count.imi, and the rural-noufarm and rural-farm por
tions of countfos, Additional tables provide statistics for non
white households in tlw South and for Spanish-surname households 
in five Southwestern States (Arizona, California, Colorado, New 
Mexico, and Texas). 

The tables iu the United Stitt.cs Summary also are arranged by 
type of area and correspond in content to tables in tho State 
chapters. The subjects in t!~blo 1 (for t.he Uuited States, regions, 
divisions, and Stutes) a11d table 32 (for urbanized areas) in the 
United States Summary correspond to the subjects in table 1 of the 
State chapters. Tables 2 to HI for the United States tot<als (by 
urban, rnral-nonfflrrn, and rural-farm residence) correspond to 
tables 2 to 16 for the State tot.als iu the State chapters. Tables 17 
to 31 of the United Statm1 Summary comprise three series of tables, 
with the subjects in each serim:1 corresponding to those in tables 17 
to 21 in the State ehapters. Iu tho United States Summary, 
tables 17 to 21 contain datu for regions, divisions, and States; 
tables 22 to 20, standard mot;ropolitan areas; and tables 27 to 31, 
cities of 100,000 inhabitauts or more. 

In addition to t,110 tables described above, tho United States 
Summary includes text tu.Jiles A to T. Tables F to T contain the 
more sip;nificant comparat.iw Htatistics available from previous 
ccmmses, as well as Releetecl data from the 1H50 Census. 

The subjects prestmt.cd in the tablns by typo of area arc shown in 
tabular form 011 p. vu. 

SUBJECTS ENUMERATED ON A SAMPLE BASIS 

Statistics on most of tho sul>jects are based on complete onumer
ations. Somo of the data, hOWC!VCl', arc based on information 
obtained from samples of 20 percent of the dwelling nnits. The 
subjects obtained 011 a Hample Im.sis, "Year built" and "Equipment 
and fuels," arc idcmti!ied in the tables by asterisks. The differ
ences between thn estimates from the samples and data which 
would have been obtained from complete counts are not large 
enough to have a significant effoct on most uses of tho data. 

For sample items, the category "Not reported" is omitted from 
the tables; boU1 numl)(ll' and pciraeut distributions are based on 
the munber reporting. As a result of the method used in deriving 
estimates based on the sample, "Number reporting," in some cases, 
will be somewhat larger than the 100-perecnt count of dwelling 
units. For a description of the sampkl and estimates of sampling 
variability, soc the section 011 "Reliability of data." 

COMPARABILITY WITH 1940 CENSUS OF HOUSING 

In general, the scope of the subject matter covered in the 1950 
Census of Housing is tho same as in the 1940 Census. Some items, 
however, were not enumerated in both 11140 and l!l50. Informa
tion on kitchen sink and on television was collected in 1950, but 
not in 19<!0, On the other hand, information was collected in 1940 
on conversion, exterior material, estimated rentals of owner
occupied homes, and value and rent of farm dwellings, but was not 
collected in 1950. Moreover, some information for structures was 
included in the 1940 Housing reports, while the lll50 data have 
been tabulated only for dwelling units. 

Besides these modifications in scope, there have been several 
changes in concepts and definitions from the 1940 Census. De
partures from the 1940 procedures were adopted after consultation 
with 11sers of housing census data in order to increase the useful-

ness of the statistics, even though it was recognized that compara
bility might be adversely 9.ffected in some eases. Changes in 
defi nit.ions and procedures are described in the section on "Defini
tions and explanations." 

For most of the subjects, the 1 \l40 and the 1 !J50 data are co111-
parn.ble. In some cases, only rough comparisons are possible and 
these should be made with caution. Basic data from the 1040 
Census of Housing are contained in Volume II, Geneml Character
fatics, l!l40 Housing reports. 

HOUSING DATA FROM OTHER CENSUSES 

Although the 1040 Census of Housing was the first census of 
housing, data on a few housing charactorist.ies were collected in 
earlier years in conjunction wit.h decennial censuses of population 
und ag-riculture. 

Statistics on the number of "families," "private families," or 
"homes," and the "population per family" may be derived from 
earlier ceususcs of population. The count of fa111ilio1:1 (including 
quasi-family groups for some censuses) are available for each 
census year since 1850. In addition, comparable statist.ics by 
color of head are available for each census year since 1800, except 
for 1 !JIO. The classification of homes by tenure has been reported 
since 1800; and the number and characteristics of owned homos 
that wore encumbered were included in the censuses from 18\lO to 
l!l20. Valuo and monthly rent, of nonfarm homes and the number 
of families having a radio were included for the first, time in the 
Hl30 reports. Although concepts and procedures wore not identical 
from census to census, the differences arc not great enough to 
invalidate comparisons of the data. 

1'hc Census of Agriculture in 1020 and in 1030 reported the 
number of farm operators' dwellings that were lighted by elec
t.ricity, the number with water piped into the dwelling, and (for 
1U30 only) the number with water piped into a bathroom. The 
value of farm dwellings also was obtained in 1930. These statistics 
are only roughly comparable '~ith the statistics for corresponding 
subjects as presented for rural-farm dwelling units in 1040 and in 
1050 because the data from the agriculture census represent the 
homes of farm operators only, whereas the figures from the lll40 
and Hl50 Censuses of Housing include all dwelling units classified 
as on farms. 

HOUSING REPORTS 

The principal findings of the 1950 Census of Housing are pub~ 
lished in five volumes: 

Volume I, General Characteristics, is the basic publication. 
En.ch chapter is available as a separate bulletin, Series H-A. 

Volume II, Nonfarm llous'ing Characteristics, presents analytical 
data on housing and household characteristics for occupied dwell
ing units in the nonfarm segment of the dwelling unit inventory. 
The data generally arc cross-tabulations of housing characteristics, 
such as contract rent or value by condition of the dwelling unit 
and by type of structure. In addition, the volume presents 
tabulations of housing characteristics in relation to characteristics 
of occupants, such as income, and sex and age of the household 
head. Statistics are presented as a separate chapter for the United 
States, for each of the I) geographic divisions, and for each of the 
152 standard met<ropolitan areas of 100,000 inhabitants or more in 
the United States. Data for the 106 cities of 100,000 inhabitants 
or more are included in the chapter for the standard metropolitan 
area in which the city is located. Each of the chapters is avail
able as a separate bulletin, Series H-B, "Nonfarm Housing 
Characteristics.'' 

Volume III, Farm Housing Characteristics, contains analytical 
data for occupied dwelling units in the rural-farm segment of the 
dwelling unit inventory. The tables present interrelationships 
of number of rooms and condition and plumbing facilities with 
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selected homdng and honschold charaetcristics. These statistics 
arc provided for the United States itud for each of tlrn 11 !) economic 
subregions. Subregions usually arc combinations of two or more 
counties having relatively homogcmcous agricultural conditions. 
A subregion need not lie entirely within a State or within region 
or division boundaries. 

V olmnc IV, Residential Financfog, presentH statistics rolat.ing 
to the characteristics of the financing of rcsiden tial nonfarm 
properties. Data arc presented in terms of mortgaged properties, 
first and junior mortgages, and outst1wding mortgage debt for 
both owner-occupied and rental properties. Items presented 
include: type of mortgage holder, eharacteristlcs of first and junior 
mortgages, purpose of fi1iancing and refinancing, characteristics 
of the owner-occupant and his household, and the physical and 
fimmcial characteristics of tlrn property. Those statistics are 
provided for the United States, for each of tho 't regions, and for 
each of the 25 largest titandard metropolitan areas according to 
tho I!MO population. 

Volnmo V, Bloc.le Statistics, comprises the Block Statistics 
bnllet.ins (Series I-I-E). Scparato bulletins were issued for tho 
2ml citins in tlrn United States which had 50,000 inhabitants or 
more in 1\140, or in a subsequent special census prior to Hl50. 
These bnlletins will not be assembfod into a bound volnmtl. Eaeh 
report, presents for the ci(;y; by blocks, tabulations of dwelling 
units for the following subjects: Ol)tmpancy and tenuro, condition 
and plumbing facilitios, persons per room, color of oocnpants, 
average contra<it monthly rent of rcrrtor-occupied and selected 
vacant 11nitH, and tho twerage value of 1-dwelling-unit owner
occupied a11d seleetod vacant st,ructmos. Statistics aro sum
nmrizod for censns t.mcts or-in the itbsonco of tract;s-for wards. 
Those bullt~tlns contain Urn only Btatistics for wards that will bo 
publishml from the l\l50 Census of IIollBlng. 

Detailed howling data, aH wol! aH population data, for each of 
the cc11HUH trnctH in tmct.ml arenH arc eontahwd in Volume III of 
the Population roporfa;, comprMnp; tho C:enK11H Tract lmlicthu-1 
(SerinH P-D). Thel'e bnlietinH will not; he aH~:Hlmbloc\ into a bound 
volume. Tho hc11rning i;nhjectH prrn-ientetl inclndo: occupancy 
and tenure, 1•olor of occupantH, t•YP<l of Ktrn<:turc, uondition and 
plumhinp; fucilitil:H, yl1ar built, unml1or of porHnnH, vorHonH per 
room, htmt.inh fud, rnfrigurat.inn nquipmen1;, tcleviHion, contract 
monthly ront of rcmtor-occ111Jied and Holectod vacant unitH, and 
vnhte of 1-dwellirw;-uuit ownor-occnpierl aucl Holected vaunn1; 
strncturoH. 

POPULATION REPORTS 

The major portion of t.lrn information compiled from the CommR 
of Population of 1950 i1:1 contained in Volume II, Charcwte11'stics o.f 
the Population. HeportH for each State arll bc.nmd aH a parl; with 
threci chapterH: "Numbci· of In\l.ahitantH," "General Character
iHt.im;," and "Detailed CharacteriHtic1:1." Each of the chaptcrH is 
availabl<i aH a :-;tiparate bulletin. 

PRELIMINARY AND ADVANCE REPORTS 

Proliminary n11d advance re1rnrt.H from tlw 1950 Cernnrn of 
H01rning were iHr-ntecl in Seri mi H C-1 to II C-9, 

Preliminary cotmtH of dwelling unitH, ba.'!ed on tabulationR made 
in the Bureau of the Con~nH finlcl o!Iicm1 1 wei·o isHued in Series 
H C-1 fur t,)le Statefl (by com1tfoH and plnues of 5,000 inhabitantH 
01· more) and in Scrim; HC-2 for AlaBka, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and t.J1c Virgin falanclK of the United StateH. 

Preliminary data baser! on HamplcH of dwel!ing 11nits were 
puhliHhtirl in three seriefl of ropnrti;--SorieH II C-3 for Helect.ed 
standard metropolitan arom;, l-lcricH HC-'1 for tho 10 StateH with 
lohe largoAt population in 19<!01 aud SorieA HC:-5 for tho United 
St.ates and rogiomi. Those preliminary figuroH, which arc for the 
w.C'st part renlaced hy data in Volume I, differ Homewhat from the 

final figures because they do not include all of the refinements 
that result from the careful examination of the scJ10duleR and 
tables prior to the publication of Urn final data. Furthermore, the 
tabulatiom; of the preliminary data are Httbject to sampling 
variability. 

Sp0l1ial tabulationH for local housing authorities, which were 
made on a rcimbur<iable baBis, were published in the Series H C-6 
roport.H for 219 al'(ias. Tho tabulations relate to ~wusing and 
porrnlation charactl\ristics and income of families living in dwelling 
units defined as :mbstandard by the Public Hom;ing AdminiHtra
tion. Data for most of the area.4 were basod on a Hampln of 
dwelling units. 

The advance rcportH publiRhed in SerieH HC-7, HC-8, and 
IIC-9 were haHod on final tabulations from the 1950 Comms of 
Homdng. The HC-7 reports contain bnsie count." of vacant 
rlwellinp; units by Statm,, Tlie HC-8 reports present a summary 
of 1:rnlecterl homdng eharacteristics for each State. Both tho 
II C-7 and HC-8 t;eports include s1;atisticH for standm·d metro
politan areas and for urban pla<Jes of 10,000 inhabititntH or more. 
Roimrts in tho H C-9 series present Htat.h;t.icA from all of tho 
!lousing volnmrn:1. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 

In general, tho statistics for the larger area~ aro publiHhed in 
grnatcr dotclil than t.b.01:<0 for tho smaller area~. However, data 
for moHt of tho Hlllaller areas have heon tabula.tod in the sam(1 
rlotaii £\H for tho lo.rgo1· areaH. Such Htatif1ticH not publiflhed in 
tho Stnto ehapt;nrH can bo maclo availahl<l, upon request, for t;ho 
cost of 1wamwripl;ion or reproduction. Ji'or a c:omplete listing of 
tabulated, lint unpubliRhed, f<tatiHtim1 for these aroas, Hoe U. S. 
Bureau of the Ce111-1t1H 1 U. 8. Cen.q11scs of PopulaUon and Housing: 
UJ50, Key to Pnlilishe.d (Incl Tolmlaterl Data for Snwll Areas, Wa.'lh
ington, D. C., 1051.1 An rni1;imate of the coHt of providing un
rmbliAherl data will ho made upon request to tho Director, Bureau 
of tho Ceu1-1us, WaHhinf:!ton 25, D. C. 

MAPS 

Each of the St.ate chapterH eontainH (a) a map of the State 
Hhowing 1;he out!iuoH of conntim; and 1:1tandard nrntropolit.au aNllLH, 
aud tho locat.ion of citieH of 25,000 inhahitantH or more, and (11) 
a nrnp Hhnwing the lionndarieH of the urbanizecl ai·oaH in the State. 

A map of the United States showing the outlines of the Stat.Oil 
and tho location of (;ho 168 Htandtml metropolitnn ciroas ancl a map 
showing tho boundaries of the regions and cliviHions are on pp. vnr 
and lX of this voltnne. 

SCHEDULES AND INSTRUCTIONS 

An illustrative example of thu houHiug schedule used in the 
enumerat;ion iR rer,roduced in thu appendix of tlw United Statns 
Summary. 'l'hn same sclwcble was uscicl for enumerating both 
occupied mid vacant clweliing unitH, and the enumerators were 
instructed to on~it inapplicable item.A. 

The ccusus enunwrators wore supplied with writ.ten instructions 
as to tho method of canvassing their distriet.H and filling out the 
Mhcdnle. These instructions included the Enu111erato1·'11 Refctence 
Manual, 1950 Cenau.~ of the United States, whieh contains dctitiled 
operational defiuitionR and illust.rntions of tho classificationA pre
sented in tho Housing volumes, and tho Enumeratot's Workbook, 
which contains condensed instructions and practice exercises for 
training purposes. Film Rt.rips with accompanying narratives 
also were among the principal materials used in the training of the 
enumerators. Instructions from tho Enumerator's Reference 
Manual are reproduced in the apponclix of the United States Sum
mary following the illustration of the housing schedule. 

1 Address purclmse orders to t.ho Superintendent or Dooumonts, U. S. Oovernmont 
l'rlntlnp; Office, Washington 25, n, O. Prlc~ 30 cents. 



XIV HOUSING-GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE 

A new definition waR adopter! for mm in the 1!150 CenHUH in 
response to reqtwBt.s frou: many !IHel'H of ccmHt1S dat1i for a n:ore 
re!l.liH1fo cla;;sification by urban nnd rural r1!side11cn. 

Aeeorrliug to the l!J50 ddinit.iou, urban l10uRiI1g cu11:prisc•H all 
dwelling nnit.H in (a) placm; of 2,500 iuhahitants or ltH>re ineorpo
rateci as eitfos, borou1!;l1s, and villup;eH, (b) incorpornt.ed tow11H of 
2,500 i11habit1intH or morn c>xcept in New England, !\'ow York, anti 
WisconHin, where "town:-;" arc sinq>ly minor civil divisions of 
co1111ties, (c} tlw d<>11Hely sct.tfod nrhun fringn 1iruund eitfoH of 
50,000 inltabita11ts or morn, i1wl11din11: both incorporutcd and 1min
corpomtnd areas, and (Ill 11nincorpurntnd placc>s of 2,500 iuhahit
!LlltK or more 011t:-:i<le au~· urban frillgl'. Tlw rnmainiug dwnlling 
unit:-; ttl'l! 11lussifio<l aH rural. J\ceorcli11g to thn 1 !HO definition, 
mban houHiug WllH lin:it!\d t.o 1tll dwelling nniLK in i11corpor11tecl 
plal\!!H of 2,fiOO inlrnbitant:-: 01· ll!Ol'L' cual in a rolutivoly fow an•us 
(mamlly 111i11nr civil divi:-;ion:>) classified as urlm11 under :>pPcial 
rulPs relatfog to pop11httion :-;ixe and rlc!1tRity. 

In both definition:-:, tlw mo:;t important compu11e!lt of the urban 
tnrrit.my is t.he group of inl\Ol'pm·atcd plftces havinJ.1 2,500 inhabit
antR or more. A defi11it.in11 of tll'ban tcrritoi·y rnstricted t.o mwh 
placcH would tixcl11dc 1> 1111mhc1' of oqtrnlly la.rge f1nd don:-:ely 
settled places, merely lwcamie tlwy wore not i11enrporat.pci places. 
Under the 1!1·10 defi11itiou 1 an effort waH n:adc tu avoid sou:e of 
the moro obviouH 01ui:;Hio11s by tho incll1Hio11 of tho placoR clasHificd 
as urban uuclnr Kp!•cial rnlcH. Even with thoHe r11l<rn1 how<wcr, 
nuu1y Jar!.(<• am! cloRcly built-up placc1H were! ex cl ude<l fron: tlw 
urban torritory. To in1provc1 the KHuntfon in the l!J50 CcnHus, 
tho Bureau of tho ConHUK Ket 11p, in advance of <'llllJP.erat.ion, 
bounrlarieH for 11rhan-frinl.(e areaH aro1md citfoA of 50,000 or more 
mid for unincm·poratcd plnccs ontKirlo urban fringc>R. 

Tlw net Plfoet of t.lw r.lrnngo iu t.hc urhan-rural dnfinitiun haR 
been to tnmsfer a cnmddcrnblc 1111111 her of dwelling uuitH fron'. a 
rnrnl tu au nrbau ehtHsificntfon. ThiH Rhift. has i·esnltt.•cl in 1t more 
hon:np;cnrnons grouping of dwelling uuitH than under the l 040 
definitioll. There iH 11 wide range of variation in the in :pact. of 
thiH ch1t11gC\ 011 tho Ht.11t.iHt:ies for tlw v1tri01rn HtateH. For the States 
of l\foHHaolm:-;ott.H and Rhode THland, in fact, the change rcsult.s in a 
reduction in the urban total. Ollly 11 portion of ROll'.e of the townK 
in the>m StllteR was within au urban fringe or unineor[Hn·ated 
11rhan place\, ll1lt0 t.lw mil.ire tow11H wer!\ clm;:-dfied as urban nuder 
the 1!140 ruin. The !let effect of the change in tlw urban-rural 
clm1sifi!iation 011 pormla.tfon counts is shown in Population Vohun.e T 
1111d in Population Voh1me II, Chapter 1, for the respoctivo Stat.c 
or the United St:atns. 

The rural cJnsHifioatfon eon'.priReH a varioty of r11sicle11cnR, imch 
as isolated ho111.l.'S in t.he open c011n1.ry, dwelling unit,; in village8 
and lumilcts of ft!wer than 2,500 i11hahitm1ts, aud Rome dwelling 
uuits in tho ureas HllJ'l'Ollllding mban places of fowor than 50,000 
in habitants. 

FARM AND NONFARM RESIDENCE 

In t.he Hl50 Census, the enumerators in rural areas were specifi
cally instructed to base the farm-nonfarm clas;;ification of a 
dwellinl.( unit 011 the respondent's answer to the quest.ion, "Is 
this house on a farm?" Farm residence is t.11erefore determined 
wit.hont regard to the occupation of the members of the household. 
'l'he classification depends upon the respondent's conception of 
what, is meant by the word "farm," and consequently reflects 
local usage rather than the uniform application of an objectivo 
definition. For this reason, there is considerable vaJliabilit.y of 
response among families living in areas where farm operation is 
part-time or incidental t.o other activities. 

Dwelling units located on farm land for which cash rent: was 
paid for the house and yard only, and dwelling units on institu
tional grounds and in summer camps and tourist courts, were 

classified as uoufarm, rngardless of the answer to the above 
CJ uestion. 

In rural areas, dwelling units are classified into rural-farm units 
which compriRe all dwelling units on farms, and rural-nonfarm 
unitH which are the remaining rural units. In most areas, vir
tually all farm housing is in rural areas. Therefore, housing 
eharacterist.ies are shown in this report for rurnl-farm dwelling 
unitH instead of fur all farm nuits. Urban-farm dwelling units 
arc dwelling units on farms within the boundaries of urban areas. 
Such farms coustituto only l.5 percent. of the total farm dwelling 
uni!H in the United St.ates. The nmnlier, but not, the charaoter
bitfos, of the urban-farm dwelling units is shown in a fow of the 
tables. 

In t.hn 1!150 Census of Housing, as in HMO and earlier, farm 
housing was defined to include all housing 011 farms. However, 
in the l \HO and previous censuses, there was no specific exclusion 
of dwelling 1111itH for which cash rent was paid for the honse and 
yurcl only, nor of iust:itut.ions, summer camps, and tourist, courts; 
moreover, U1e enumerators were not specifically instructed t.o 
rnport farm-nonfarm residence according to the respondont'A reply 
to tho question concerning location on a farm. For tho United 
Ht:atoH as u. whole, there is evidence from the Bureau of tho Census 
Cm·rm1t Po1rnlation Hurvcy that the farm population in 1 U50 
would have been somewhat larger and, of course, would have 
resnltcd in a larger number of farm dwelling units, had tho 1 tJ.10 
procecluro been used. However, the change in procedure aecounts 
for only a small part of the indicated docliuo in the total amount 
of farm honHing ovnr the decade. 

In !!l50, rnral-nouform dwelling units iucludc all dwelling units 
outside nrbau areas which are not on farms. In 1040 and earlier, 
1mit1-1 in Uw imrmrbs of citimi constituted a large proportion ot' 
the rural-nonfarm housinl.(. The effect of the new 11rban-ruml 
definition has becm to change the classification of a considerable 
numher of sueh dwelling units to urban. Rural-uonfarm houl-1-
ing iR, therefore, somewhat more homogeneous than under the old 
definit:ion, It still comprises, however, dwelling units of a variety 
of typmi, such as homos in tho open country, in villages and ham
lot.s of fewer t.han 2,500 inhabitants, and in some of the fring<i 
arm~s surrounding t.he Atnalle1· incorporated places. 

In 1050, nonfarrn dwelling units for which financial character
istics arn }lrcseutcrl in this report consist. of all units in urban 
areas and all units not on farms in rural areas. 

TYPES OF PLACES 

Place.-The term "place" refers to a concentration of popula
tion regardless of legally prescribed limits, powers, or functions. 
Thmi, some nreas having the legal powers and functions eharac
teristfo of incorporated places arc not recognized as places. 

In a majorit;y of instances, however, the legally presoribccl 
limits of incorporated places serve to define concentrations of 
population. Of the 18,548 places recognized iu the 1950 Census, 
17, 118 are incorporated as cities, towns, villages, or boroughs. 
Iu New England, New York, and Wisconsin, however, towns are 
minor civil divisions of counties and are not considered as places, 
oven though they may be incorporated. Similarly, in the States 
in which townships posesR powers and functions identical with 
those of villages, the township is not classified as a place. Although 
areas of this type are not recognized as places, their densely settled 
portions may be recognized as unincorporated places or as a part 
of an urban fringe. 

In addition to ineorporated places, the 1950 Census recognizes 
1,430 unincorporated places. These uuincorpora.ted places, 
which contain heavy concentrations of population, are recognized 
as places by virtue of their physical resemblance to incorporated 
places of similar size. To make this recognition possible, the 
Bureau of the Census has defined boundaries for all unincorpo-
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rated plaecH of 1,000 inhahitnuts or moro which lie ontsido the 
urban fringes of cities of f>0,000 inlrnhitants or more. Becnuim 
local 1ir11,c.,th•e !t8 to incorporation varies conHirlornhly from 0110 
part of tho country to a110ther, Homo 8t11tos have very few if nny 
such uuincorporatocl phtcoR t>ml othors lrnvo 11 great m1wy. Al
though there ttre alHo uni11eorpnr1ited pl!iern; witliin the urban 
fringe, it W!\H not fom;ible to oHtaliliHh bounr!arirn.; for such plttceH, 
and, thoreforn, they arc nut HOJl!U-atoly irlontiilerl. 

Urban places.--lTrhan placeH arn incorpumtorl phtc:oH whiC\11 httrl 
2,500 iulmbit1wts or more a11<! tlwHo 11nin<·nr1rnr11t,ocl plltees ontHide 
of urbnu fringes which had 2,fiO() inlud1it!wtH or l!lllr(\ ou April l, 
Hl50. In many Sttttos, tho 11mulrnr of <lwolling nnit1:1 in "nrbau 
plaeeH" iH Homewhnt l<JHH tlmn the tnfatl nrhnn. 'l'be clifferenee 
compriReH dwelling units in tho1-;e pnrtionH of urlmu fringeH tlmt 
arc iiwor1rnrated plae(lH of lcHH than 2,!'iOO inhal>itantK or am 
unincorpomtorl. 

In Uw 19,Hl CcuHnR, t111 im:orporat:ecl pbtcm; of 2,iiOO inlrnhitn,11t:-i 
or mor(i ttncl a n:lai;ive\y few arottH (uHu1tlly miuor civil cliviHionK) 
claHsifirnl as nrhau nrnler ::;pedal ruleR wero rm:ogni~(HI aH urhau 
phH'l'H. 

Places of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabitants.--PlnecH of 1,000 to 2,500 
iuhnbitantH compriHe int1111·pcn·ated pl!tceH n11<l tlw::w nni1worpor1itocl 
pl!L(~tlH outHiclo nrlm11 fri11goH whieh Imel from 1,000 to 2,l'iOO in
htthitantH 011 April 1, 1050. In HMO, pltteeH of thiH 1:1ize for whi<:ll 
dtitn wm·e Jll'llKtmtecl were\ limited to i1H~orporatml plitet!H, 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin and purpose.····· It haH long boon nwog'nizocl Urnt, for many 
tY)ll'H of Rcwinl !tnrl e('(lJHltnk !lllitlyHl1H, it iH lHWl18H!\IT to CClllHic!Pl' 

tlw <•ity aucl ilH Ht1rrrnn1<ling m·o11 in whid1 the ncLivithiH form 1111 
i11tc1gratod HU(fal 1111d m·o11omi<' HYHt(ml. Prior to thtJ HlliO CP11Ht1H, 
arrntH of thiH typu lmcl !Jel\11 tlellnecl in 1:Hmrnwlrnt clilfonrnt w1ty1:1 
hy v11riu111:1 11gt•1wiex. Lc1ncli11g e:mmpkH won1 tho nwLropolitiw 
dillh'idH of tho HMO CtnlH\lHl'H of Jlm1xing 1turl Popul11tiun, tlw 
inclmitrittl nrmtH of Uw Cenrinx of 1Vfonnfnd.11n1H, nm! thl\ lahm 
lll!Lrkd 1u·eax of the Bunmn of l•;mpluyment Hec11rit~·. The 111:10-
f11h1t'HH of data JHthli:;lwd fm mi~· of tlwx(1 arnt1x "'llH limited h~' LhiH 
la(•k of ('OlllJ>Hmhilit~'. 

At•t•or(lingly, thti Bnr<•ttll nf the Ct111x11H in cnoJHll'lttion with IL 
munher of uthor Fod<'r!Ll np;e11eit1x, tmrlm tho Jo1L<lerxhip of the 
Bmenn of thC! Burlgt:t, 0Ht11hlbhetl the "Ht1t11rl11rcl motropolitan 
area" xo t.Jw.t a wide vnriet~· of xt11tixtit•al <lttl,11 might l>C! pre
Hent!'cl 011 tt u11iform lmsi:.;. Hinc:e connthiH i11Ht(1ad of minor civil 
rliviHionH !Ll'll llHod !\H the haHic ('lllllJHHWllt of H1.t1nt!nrcl mdropol
ibw 1m\l\H nx<~ept in tlw Nmr E11gln11cl HtateH, it waA folt tlutt 
llltlllY lllllr(\ kinds of KttitiHtfoH l'Oll[r[ be CUlllpi!tHl for thorn t!Hm for 
motrnpulitm1 diHtrictH. 

Definition.·····I•:xcc:pt in Nmr England, a Htanclnrcl mllt.ropolitnu 
tU'<'!I iH ti count~· or group of t•tmtig11011H connlit1H whieh contnim; 11t 
l<\ltHt. mHi dtv of l'i0,000 inhuhitantH or moro. C:ountier; t•cmt.ig
ltollH to tlw t;lle 1·ontaini11p; H\tcih a city 11rn in<:lnclml in 11 Htttnrlarcl 
lllP\.ropolitm1 nren if ttc•t•orcling to e<>rtitin ('riteria they nrn tlHHOll
tfoll~· nwlropolitan in ('\rnradnr nncl xot:i111ly and Pc:onomi<!nlly 
intl'gmtrnl \\'ith tlw ('tmiml c·.ity. 8tandtml mdrnrwlitan 11rettH 
art' not t·onlhwd wit.hi11 Htat.t' honndal'ieH nm within region or 
diviHio11 lrnunclnrieH. For Ht.akK hnvinp; Ht11111l11rd mntropolit1111 
urP!IH, ilw c•m1Kt.it111mt 1·mrnt.i1:K 11ro found in talileH 17 to 21 in Ow 
Ht.ate c•hnpt erH. 

Critl'ri11 of rndrupolit11n !'lrnrtll't.m· n1lat.e prim1Lrily to the 
charnclc~r of the> l'Otmt:v !IH 11 place of work or l\H a lwmu for con
t•cntrnUonH of 1101111µ;ri('llltmnl wurkcrn 1rncl their dupenc!entH. 
8pel'ifically' t.h(~H(\ (1J'it.Pri!I !\!'\': 

l. The coun(,y mu,;(, (a) co11t1iin I 0,000 uonap;rkultuml work
erH, or (/i) contain JO pnrccmt of tJw norn1gricnlt.nral \\'Orkcri; 
\\'orkinp; iu Uw Htimdarrl nwtropolitau !ll'('!L, or (c) hewn at leai;t 
01w-lrnlf of it.H 1>opulat.ion rr:Hirlinp; in minor civil rliviHioni; with a 
populat.imt dcnr;it,y of ll'iO or more per HlJl!!1re mile Hll(I coll tigu
o UH to Lho cm1 t.ml cit~·. 

2. N onagricnltural worlrn1·R muHt; const,it;nte at !emit two
thirclH of tho total number of mnploycd lHlrson,.; of tho connt,y. 

Tlui crit.eri11 of integmtion relate prim11rily to the extent. of 
ec:nnomk nncl Hoeial C!O!llm1111i<:atio11 het\\'t:Pn tho outlying <'mmtit1H 
and the eentrnl emmt~· aH indienterl by stwh itmrn; ttH the following: 

l. Fiftc~on perum1t or more of tho workor:.; r(1sirling in tho 
contip;noUH county work in the connty eont11i11inp; the largeHt. eit;y 
in tho Ht,andard nwtrnpolitnn aroti, or 

2. Twenty-five percout; or morn nf Uw J><>rHon~ wm;king iu the 
eontignous county rm;ido in tho cn11nty cnntniuing the li1rp;0Ht 
city in the Htuudarcl metropolitan area, or 

:3. Tho number of t.olophono calh; Jl!n' month to the uonuty 
ermtail1ing thn large:.;t city of Uw :;t1wd1trd nwtropolit.au arcm 
from tho contignouH county i:; four or nwrc1 t·.inws the\ number 
of HllhHeribcrH in tlw mmtiguouR eonnty. 

Standard metropolitan areas in New England.---In Nm\· Eng
lancl, the cit.y tine! town are 11rhni11ist.r1ttivnl.v more impcirt-nnt 
tlrnn tlw cuunty, and data are cmnpilo<l loc•ttll~· for Ritch minor 
civil cliviHionH. lforn, hnvns nud tlitie8 worn tho uuit.H \lHcJ(\ in 
defining l:lt1t1Hltwd nwtrnpolit,an !U'(\!IH, an<l Uw (•riteri!\ rolatinp; 
to metxopnlit.an cilrnmoter set forth nhovn could not ho npplitHl. 
In tlwir p}a<!C\, !t JlOJllll!ltinn chmHitr criturion of mo pCl'HDllH lll' 
111orn per HC[ll!tre mile, or 100 JHH'l'OllH or moru per HlJ\ULJ'Ll miln 
whtil'(l Htrong intngmticm W!IH ovirhmt,, ht1H 1H•t111 ui:;ecl. Tim liHt 
of pltt<'(~K c:tm1p1·il;i11g tho Ht1wrlarcl mokopolihw nrnnH for a Nuw 
Eup;lltnd Hi.lite follmvH the nrhnnilw<l !\!'ea r.11isc•ripUn11s and n111pH 
at UH\ mid of t;lrn Htato c:h11pfot'. 

Difference between standard metropolitan areas and metropol· 
itan distl'iots.·-···Hince t,lie 11wtrnpnlit.m1 c\i:,;kic•.t (t1Hncl in tlH1 l\l·ltl 
CenHllH) waH linilt up from rlenxlll,v popu\11iecl minor <'il'il divi
sim1H and Hince tho nL1u1clard mC1iropolitm1 t\l'l'!I is wnmll,\" enlll)>tlHllcl 

of whole ocnmtfoH, tho Htitndttr<l nwt.rn1H1liia11 area nnlinnrily iu
l'111rl(•H 1~ lnrgm· t.orritory Lha11 thu con0Hponcli11g nwt,ropuliian <liH
trid. In gmwml, tlw two t~·po~ of 11rnaH an\ not Hiri!!U,v <'.Olll\HU"tl
ble. MotJ'opolit1w cfo;tric•t,H wore clellnod 11lmost wholly in krmH of 
dtmHity, whorm1A i-;ttwdard metrnpolititn nrens indn<lo whole 
<rnu11ticH Hefoeted on the lmHiH nf morn c1ompli1•1>ted <'rih1ri11, HO tlrnt. 
po1mlat.io11 and hmtHing denHitioH in thu Htttudard md.ropolitm1 
ttl'L\!tH are eonHidembly lownr 011 Ow !\\'nrngc nnrl Hhow llllll'll vttria
ti011 from cmo 1wen t.o mint.her. 

URBANIZED AREAS 

"1Trbnniz()(l nnmH" lHWl! hmm clellnml for tlrn lirHt (,inw iu t.lrn 
l!lliO Cet1H\lH. The~t1 nrnrtH wnrn clelin(ltttecl to prnviilo 11 lietfor 
HOJl!\l'lltion of nrlmn itnrl rnml population 11ucl h1>1lHiHK in Ow 
vic:init~' of large eit.imi. All of Urn tlwulling uuit,H within tlw 
mb1wizer\ 1no1i nrc .ditsHifiocl ltH part; of tlw mhan honi;i11p; in lO!'ill. 

Each urlmnizecl armt containH 111. ln11Ht lllll\ C'it~· with 50,0UO 
i11huhit,111rts or more iu 11l40 m 1u·cmding to !L :-;pm·it1l 1•en1-111H lie
twom1 1f)40 tllld l!)fiO. E1wh nrlmuizerl 11n•11 al:-;o i11d1tdPH the 
r;1u·ro1mcling 1'101:1el? Hettfod lncmpomted plut•Px 11ncl uni11t•o1·po
mter\ arPttH that ('ompri,;c1 itH "mlmu fringe." Thu lio1111rh1riPs of 
thoHl\ friugti areax wore ost11blixhecl to l'onform !IH neml~· aH ll<lH
Hillle (,o the nctual lm1tndttrieH of thi('kly i;ettled territ.ory, turnally 
elu1rnc1.orizerl by 11 do::;ely H\HW\'rl :-;trnnt 1mttem. Lik(! HL1111clttrd 
m<•tropolitan nrunH, u1·lrnuizl~rl nrnttH nm not (1cmfi11ecl wilhi11 Htaie 
ho1111rlnril'H, nur within t·egion or dh·iHiou boundarieH. A 1•cm1plot;e 
deHrription and a map of eac:h urbanizPd 1u·t•a of 1t Ht1tfo i>l tit. the 
oud of the Ht1~tc: chaptC\r, 

The urlmnizc:cl 1trnn <"till be l'hnnwtorizml !lH the phyHieal eit~· 
!tH <lisUng11iHlwc\ from both tlw legal eit~· and the metrnpolit.an 
eo111111m1ity. In geneml, the nrlmnizec! ania rnpreHent.H the thic1kly 
:-;etlled urban {!()!'(: of tlw Hl.n11clanl nwtropnlitan area. Urlmuizo(l 
11ro1tR 11re suutller than :-;lanrlarc\ metrnpolitan ltl'll!IH and in moHt 
caHw1 1tn1 t•o11t11i11ecl in thom. flim•(\ the lrnundttric:; of Hta1Hl1ml 
metropolitan me11s nre rkterminerl IJ~· wunly lines 1wd \.lwHe of 
Hrlmnized m·eaH l>y the pnttem of mllltll growth, ihNe iu·o snrnll 
segments of urbanized itnms, in a few irn;t.111100~, which lio ontHiclo 
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thP Ht1mdunl rnotropolifam urea. Because of cliscontinnit.ieH in 
hwtl Hcttlt'mL•nt, there ar{1 also Home cascH in which a Hingle ;;tand
!Wil nwtropnlitnn ttre11 contiiinH two urbanir-ed area;;. The liHhl of 
urlmni~.ecl Rrcm; nml of Ht.an(lard metropolitan areas !tlsu differ 
Hullwwlrnt because the former hacl t.o be established for cities of 
fiO, 00() 11r more lwfure 1050, whereas the latter were cHt!tbliRhcd for 
dtit•s of lill,000 or more ILH determined in the Hl50 Census. 

DWELLING UNIT 

In gm10rnl, o. dwelling unit iH !L group of ruomH or !1 oingle room 
m•cupil'd or i11teJ1ded for occup11ncy ns 1:1c1mmt.o living qunrteri; 
Ii~· n famil~· or other group of porHons living together or by n, 

llLH'HOll living alune. 
Or<linnrily, n dw111ling unit h; a hLrnsc, au Q,partmcmt,, or IL flat. 

A dwelling unit nm~· be locntecl in a Atrnctme clcvotccl to lmHincss 
or ot.her nnnrt•sidont.ial use, Huch !lH qunrtmll in It wnrehousc whcnl 
tlw \\'ntchnurn livt•H or 1t merchant\; qunrtcrH in back of hiH shop. 
Trailers, 111.mtH, tm1ti;, itncl ruilrond <~!trfi, when ocenpiccl aH living 
q1mrt.Prs, 1i1·e i1wlucled in the dwelling unit invcnt.ory. 

A group of rooms, occupied or intcmclccl for occupancy ttH HCp

arnltl living q uartcrH, is a dwelling unit if it lrn-H HCJmmte eooking 
c•quipnumt or a 1Wf>1tmtc entrance. A single room, occupied or 
intcn<lc•d for occ•upaney as sep1tr1Ltt• living quarterR, is n clwnlling 
unit if it hltH Ht•Jl!Ll'!Ltt• c•uoking equipment or if it. cmnstitutes the 
only living quurter!l in the structure. Etwh apart.mcnt in IL regu
lm· ttpartment hmrno is lt clwclling unit cwen though it. mii~· not. 
111wn 8ep1irnt e cooking equipment. Ap1wtmentH iu rcsiclcntinl 
hntolH me dwelling unitK if they han1 Hc1rnrnto 1•ookiug equipment 
or ('LlllHiHt of two roomi,; or moro. 

Tho hafi!H for t.110 Hl50 dofinition is the concept of "scparat.enoHs" 
and "solf-containmont," and tho criteria include qunlificatiom.; 
rlilnt.inµ; both tn physic1.1.l space aml it.s wrn by the occupants. 
Thorn iH no problem in idcnt.ifyinµ; aH a Rcparatc dwelling unit. a 
wholo houHe which is occupiocl l>y only 0110 family or a persou 
living alone. Objective criteria wtm1 doveloplHl for identifying 
sepnmte quarterl:l in Htructures oecupied by lllm'll than one family 
or other group of perl:lons livinp, t.ogct,!1or; Hold toHLs in RU<1h Ht.ruc
tures diHcluAed that; tho ono charactorist.ie moRt often !IHHociatnrl 
with sepamte living ammgomont.s w1~s tho preHonce of "1mparatc 
cookinp; ciquipmcmt." This criterion, thcrcforo, formed the nuclenH 
for tho lOliO definition. The eritcria "group of roomi; with sep
arate outranco" all(! "each apJtrt.nwnt, in a regular ap1.1.rt.me11t 
hmrne" WCl'(l added to tho definition to bring into the dwelling 
unit inventory other type:;; of living quarttm; whoRe ocm1pants 
maintained separntci living arrangcmentll; even though tho occu
pants shared or lacked cooking equipment, it waH fult that. their 
quartm·s were imffieiently Hcparatc !Ind self-contained to be con
sidei·ed Hcparato dwelling units. By these uri t.eriu, therefore, indi
vidual sleeping rooms were not identified nH Reparate dwelling 
units. 

Living q1mrtcm1 of l•he following types arn not included in the 
dwelling unit inventory: romninp; houses with fivo lodgor11 or more, 
transient accommodations (tourist courts, hot.els, etc., predomi
nantly fol' trn.nsimrl;s), aud barracks for workers (railroad, con
struction, etc.). I.Jiving quarters in institutions (for delinquent or 
dependent children, for handicapped persons, for the aged, for 
prisoners, etc.), general hospitals, and military installations are 
likewise excluded from the dwelling unit inventory except for 
dwelling units in buildings containing only family quarters for 
staff members. According to the results of the 1950 Census of 
Population, approximately 5, 700,000 people, or 3.8 percent of the 
tot;al population, lived in rooming houses, institut.ions, transient. 
accommodations, and other qu11rters not donned as dwelling units. 

The count of dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be con
sidered comparable with the count in the 1940 Census although 
the dwelling unit definitions differed. The purpose of revising 
the 1940 definition was to keep the same general concept but 
make it more objective and thereby yield more uniform results in 

a large-scale enumerat.ion. In the 1940 Census, a dwelling unit 
was cleft ned ni:l the living quarters occupied, or intended for occu
pancy, by one household. A household consist.eel of a family or 
other group of persons living together with common housekeeping 
nrmngements, or a person living ent.irely alone. The enumerator 
was not explicit.ly ilrntructed to define living quarters aH dwelling 
units on the basis of cooking equipment or separate entrance. 
Further, in 19'10, living quarters with five lodgers or more were 
tabulated as dwelling units, whereas in 1950 such living quarters 
were not included in the dwelliug unit count. Even thuugh :;omc 
living qunrters which were classified as separat.c dwelling units by 
one definition would not. have been sep1.1.rnte dwelling units by the 
other definition, the over-all effect. of the differcncm; is bdieved to 
be small for a cH.y, county, or larger area. However, for a dty 
block, tract, or other smnll area where there nre rooming houses, 
housekeeping rooms, hot.els, aud similar quarters for which the 
interpretation of the dwelling unit definit.ion is most like!~' to vary, 
it is possible that the count of dwelling units by the two definitions 
would differ. 

OCCUPANCY CHARACTERISTICS 

Occupied dwelling units.-A dwelling unit is occupied if a perHon 
or group of person;; was living in it at the timo of euurneration 
or if the occupnnts wcro only temporarily absent, as for example, 
on vacation. However, a dwelling unit occupied at tho time of 
enumeration by nonresidents il:l not classified as occupiocl bnt as a 
"nouresidcnt" dwelling unit. 

Occupieil dwelling um:ts and ho1rneholds.-A household con
sists of thmm perKOnH who live in a dwelling unit.; by definition, 
t.iwrcfore, the count of occupied dwelling units is the ~mme as the 
eoun t of hmrnehokk However, there may be small differencm; 
between these emmts in the llouHing and the Population r<~ports 
bccam1e the data were proccs:-;ed inrlopendcntly. 

.Population in dw1'lling unUs.-'l'ho count of the population in 
dwelling unitH represents the population in living q11artcm; which 
were clasHified as dw(11ling units and therefom oxcluclm' the popu
lation in inHtitutionH and other quaHi hoUHl~lwlds. ThiH count, waA 
wmd in computing tho 1 OliO "population per occupied dwelling 
unit." In Hl40, however, population per occupied dwelling unit 
waR obtl\il)ed by dividing the total population by the number of 
occupied dwelling units. Thus the Hl50 and the 1!!40 figurm1 for 
irn1rnlatio11 per occupied dwelling unit are not Htrictly eomparal>lc. 
l'he differences are negligible, however, except in thoHc 11reas 
where there is nn appreciable resident population in im1t;itut;iom1, 
large rooming houseR, dormitories, or other quartorH not clasRified 
aH dwelling units. 

'I'enurc.-A dwelling unit is "owner-occupied" if the ownor 
was one of the persons living in the unit even if the dwelling unit 
waH not fully paid for or hacl a mortgage on it. If the owner of 
tho unit WMI a member of the household lmt waH temporarily 
away from home, aH in the case of military service or temporary 
employment away from home, the unit still was claHsified as 
''owner-ocen pied." 

All occupied clwolling units that are not "owner-occupied" 
were clnsRified as "renter-occupied" whether or not any money 
rent was paid for t.lrn living quarters. Rent-free units and units 
reecived in payment for services performed arc thus included 
with the renter-occupied units. 

Race an<l colot of occupants.-Occupiocl dwelling units are 
clasHified bv the race and color of the head of the household 
according to the definition used in tho 1050 Censuii of Population. 
The term "color" refers to the division of households into two 
gro\lps, white and nonwhite. The group deRignntcd as "non
white" consists of thoRe .whose heads are of Negro, Indian, .Jap
anese, Chinese, or other n,,qqwhite race. A head of a household 
of Mexican ancestry or birth who is not Indian or of another non
white race was classified as white. The concept of race as it has 
been used by the Bureau of the Census is derived from that which 
is commonly accepted by the general public. The classification 
"Negro" includes persons of mixed white and Negro parentage, 
and persons of mixed Indian and Negro parentage unless tho 
Indian blood very definitely predominates or unless the individual 
is accepted in the community as an Indian. Persons of mixed 
white and nonwhite races arc classified according to tho race of 
the nonwhite parent, and persons of mixed nonwhite races are 
generally classified according to the race of the father. 
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Spanish-surname housr~holds.-Tn the 1\l50 C01un1s, for five 
of the SonthweHtcru StateH--Ariiona, California, Co!o!'ado, New 
Mexico, and ToxaK-ho11ReholdH in which the lwad waH a white 
per}-1<)11 with a SpiiniHh Hlll'l1!1Jl\e were ickmtiifod Reparatoly from 
other white honHnholds. 

Number of persons.-A!l perHouR ennmmated in .urn popul~t!oti 
cenRllH as members of the household were countecl lll determmrng 
Uw number of persons who live in the dwo!ling unit. I.odgers, 
foster children, wards, and resiclcnt cmployeeH who share the 
living quarterH of the hom;eholcl head am incluclnd in tlw house
hold in arldiUou to family membors. 

The median number of perHons for occupied dwellin~ units iH 
the theoretical value which divic!cH the dwelling unitR equally, 
011e-half having morn perHOllR i1nd one-half h11viug fewer pcrHOllf\ 
t.han the mediaiL In the computation of Uw median, a co11ti11uo11R 
dh1tribution was aRsumed. For example, when the median was 
in the a-perHO!l group, the lower and upper JimitH Of the gmup 
were ai;sumtid to be 2.5 and 8.5, respcctivoly. TenthH were 11Hed 
in the computation of t.lle median to permit refined compariROil!l, 
The median was computed on the bash; of the elaHR intcrvalH 
shown in the tallies for the larger areas. 

Persons per room.-Tho number of persons per room waH 
computed bv dividing the number of persons by the munbor of 
rooms in th(1 dwelling unit.. The ratio was computed separntoly 
for each occupied dwelling unit. 

Nonresident dwelling units.-A nonresident dwelling unit is !i 
unit which is oC!cupierl temporarily by persons who usually live 
elsewhere. N onreHidcnt unit8 are not included with occupied 
dwelling units. For the batiie occupancy and ten nrc elassifie11tiou 
in Home of the tables, they arc presented 1u; a HO]larate count; 
otherwise, they arc classified with vacant unit:; not for rent or 
sale. The nonrcsirlcnts were assigned to the dwelling unit n.t tlnlil' 
usual place of residence. 

In Hl40, units occupied by nomcHidents wcro t11bulated as 
"vacnnt, occupied by nonreHiclcnt." or combint1d with "vacant, not 
for ront or sale." Tho (\welling units m1iintu.i11ed by snch honse
holdH at their usnal place of reHidcnee were tahnlatcc\ as "vacant, 
hold for absent household," or combined with "v1ietrnt, not for rent 
or sal<i." 

Vacant dwelling units,-A dwelling unit is vacant if no personR 
wore living in it at the time of enmneration, except whon it.i:1 
occupants were only temporo.rily ttbHtmt. Dilapidutcd V!LC!tnt 
dwelling unit:s were inelndccl if they were intended for oceupancy 
as living quarterH. New units not yet occupied were enmuer1itecl 
as vacant dwelling tmits if conHtruetion lute\ proc()oc\ecl i;(l tltc 
extent that all the exterior windows and cloorH were instu.lled 1wc1 
final usable floors were in place; otherwise, potont.iul unitR under 
construction were not ennmel'!Ltccl. 

The enumeration of vacant tmitH in the Hl.50 Census of HouHing 
is not entirely compal'lLble with the prot•eclmc used in the 1.940 
Census. Counts of total vacant units in Hl50 are comiidered 
more inclusive than in 1940. In 1940, vacant units wore etl\\

mcrat.ed only if they were habitable; vacant unit~ which wore 
uninhabitable and beyond repnir were omitted. In 1950, all va
cant units, whether or not dilapidated, were included if they were 
intended for occupancy as living qtmrtcrH, Mnny houAes through
out the United States, particularly in rural areas nnd isolated towns 
where there waH little or no demand for housing, were not enu
merated as part of the dwelling unit inventory bocanHe t~hcy were 
used for storage or were abandoned and 110 longer intended for 
occupancy a8 living quarters, 

Seasonal and nonseasonal vacant units.-V 11cant Aeasonal 
dwelling units are those intended for occupancy during only a 
portion of the year, and are found primarily in rosort 11.rcas. In 
farm areas, dwelling units used for only a pol'tion of the year to 
house migratory workers employed during the crop season are 
classified as seasonal. Similarly, vacant dwelling units in lumber 
camps were enumerated as seasonal. In resort areas, l1 dwelling 
unit which is usually occupied on a year-round basis was consid
ered uonseasonal. 

Nonseasona.l not dilapidated vacant units, .(01' rent or sale 
1 available vacant units) .-This category provides a measure of 
vacant dwelling units which a,re on the housing market for year
round use. It excludes dilapidated, seasonal, and other vacant 

dwelling unitH not on t.hn rental or Raln mark(J!'.. The count of 
avuilablo vacancilis couKUtuteH 1t more pract.ical mea.l'lll'<> of t.lrn 
RUJlply of vacant hm1;;;i11g than doeH the count of total vacanc.:ieH. 
There was no comparable c!aHKification in HJ40. 

'l'he 1050 catogor,v "li'or rent" conRistH of v1want unit,H offered 
for rnn t aH well !LH t;hoKe boiug offered for nm(', and for !:la](), The 
"for Halo only" group iH lirnit.ed 1;0 t;hosc for salo onlv. "Not for 
rent or Halo" includes uuitH all'o1tclv rented or HOid ·but not vet 
occupied, and unH.H bning held off the market for ot,her roo..~o·nH. 

In thr. lD'W Ce11Ht1H, vacant unit.-; for Hale 11nd vacant units 
for rent. WC\'<; oun~n~ratccl aH on.e combined eategory, uanrnly, "For 
Hale or rout.' 1hrn categorv 1nclmlccl 1111 habitable v1wa11t units 
available for occupitney evmt though not act•uallv b(1ing otrererl for 
rent, Or ::;aJo !Lt t.l\e timo Of Ollllll1eratio11, t.hat iH, •all dwelling t111its 
that wore vaeant, except t.hosl\ helcl for occupanev of an a\mont 
houHcho!cl. ThuH, th•1 l\HO ancl 1\150 "for rent or K

0

alo" count,.., ttro 
not comparable. 

STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Type of structure.-A Ktructnre cit.her RtnndH by itself with OJllm 
HJl!LCll on all HicleH or lmH vertictil wallH dividing it. from 1ill otlrnr 
Htrnct\n'oH. A "1-dwolling-nnit, dotaclw1l'' Ktnwt1n·o hus open 
Hlmec on ull fonr i-:idcs nnd contaiirn only one dwelling unit. A 
"l-dwel!ing-llnit, rt1'tnchod" Htnwture contains only onu dwelling 
unit, aucl is 0110 of u row of three or more adjoining Ht.rllC!t\lrcH, or iH 
!L strnC\t\U'() attached to fl 1Hmrt1Hidm1tiltl Htrnctnrn. A HOmiclot1Ll~h(H\ 
Htrttctmc is ono of two adjoining tl\Hidential Htrnc:tnrrn;, !!tich with 
open Hpacn on the remaining threo ~ides; 1mch !L Ht!'uct,nrt1 contiiining 
one or two dwelling units is inelndocl in the ciitogor,v "1 tuHl 2 
dwelling nnit, H(~midot1whecl." U nit.H wt11·0 eom \Jiuod in thiH hit kr 
eategory bocnuse thorn ii! ovklmico tlrnt Homo omimc.mitorH miH
imclerntoocl tlrn h1Htru<•.t.i<n1R rep;ardiug Hon1iclet1w\Jc.,cJ HtnwtmL,H. 
BoctHIHO the c1itap;or~· rcpreRentH 11 001nhi111tt.ion of t111itH in Htnw
turoH ('0Jlt!ti11ing one clWl,lling unit !L!Hl thOHO ill i;i:ruelm·uH <'011-

taining two dwelling unitH, it, iH not 110K1-lihk to clorive it t,otnl emmt 
of 1-dwclling-nnlt Htruetnrl\H, However, if thci numhln· of unit·H 
in citlwr typo of Homidet1whod Htrnctm•e in a commtmity iH known 
to he Hurnll, !t cloHa 1tpproximation of Urn totnl number of 1-clwelli ng
unit KtrncturoH nan ho mit<fo. A "2-rlwelling-unit;, other" Htrnctnro 
is a det1whorl or 1ttt1whocl striwtnrci eontaining t.wo dwelling unitH. 
Dwelling unitH in Htl'lwturos c.:ontnining three nnitH or rnor(' 1iro 
claHAiftocl only in termH of t,he nmnbor of dwelling units in tlrn 
strneturc. 

In apad•mcnt {lovelopmnntH, L:nch llnilding with O!)(rn H[HIC•e on 
all Hid(1H is c•.onHidurod ii :-mparntu Hhuctnrc. 

Statistics are b1tHed on the n1tmher of dwellinp; nuitH <'lnsHifi cd 
by the type of Ht>rm•t.m·e in whi<:h the~· are locntml mt.h(1r th1tn on 
tho m1111bor of rcHiclcntial Htl'ltntt11'eH. For Hume e1itegmit•H, the 
nnm\J(Jr of Htnrntnn1s cmt be tforivccl with litt,le cliHimilty. 'l'ltu 
numb(n· of units equal!\ the numl>or of Htr1wt.1H·ci:i for both ('nte
gories of "1-dwelling-unit" 1-1tructurn1-1. For tho tltvlep;or~· 112-
dwclli11g-unit, other" str11ctun1H, the numl.wr of 1-1trudUl'Lls eqtrnhi 
tho ntnnbcr of uni.ti; cliviclcrl bv two. However, the llcwivtLl.ion 
of the exact number of strnctu;·eH in the rcnmining c•u.tegoric~ iH 
impOHHible. 

Althongh there are Home cliffore11ct1H between Uic 1!.l50 1111d 1!.l40 
clcfiniticmH of tyve of Kt.rnetnre, a direct com11mi1-1on c•an be made 
for most of the catcgoricH pro.itmted. 'l'he principal clilforenc:e 
involvc1-1 ttnitH in H<m1idctachod 1-1trnctnrcs with one or two dwelling 
units. In 1950, c11ch of two (and only two) arljoining l'C!Hitlcmtial 
structures was classified 1is "scmicletnehed," regardlcHH of the 
number of dwelling unii;s In either structure. 111 Hl'Hl, however, 
units in two adjoining reHiclcuticil Htructu1·0H wcro elasidlkd on the 
basis of the number ~f dwelling nnits in eac:h Hide. If only one 
dwelling unit wns fonnd in eaeh 1-1\tlc, mtch w1.t1-1 clasi;iticd !ti-I "'2.
famiiy Hiclc-bY-1-1icle." Ir either side contained more thi111 one 
clwelllng uuit; the side containing mw dwelling unit was classified 
as "1-family attached" i if the otht1r Hide hu.d two dwelling unit;8, 
it waH elo.1-1i:;ificcl !LH "2-family other," whereas, if it had morn than 
two dwelling units, it wa1-1 clnRsificd according to the numbor of 
dwelling units it contahwd. The term "family" in the 1!.l4.0 
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type-of-structure categories is equivafont to "dwelling unit" in 

the 1950 categories. 
Tl ffect of this difierent treatment of semidetached structures 

10 e . · · 'fi 
011 the comparability of data between the two ccnsuse~ 11< ms1gm -
cant in any community where either tiler~ arc tt small numbor ~f 
semidetached structures, or where pr1wtwally till of t,he semi
detached structures contain only one dwelling unit in each 
adjoining structure. 

The only other difference is the treatment of st1:uctures with a 
business unit in the structure. In the Hl50 talml!ttions, structures 
with business were not distinguished from structnres without 
business. In 1940, such distinction wus made for units in struc
ture>; with one to four dwelling unit1:1. The number of structures 
with business is genemlly small, so tlrnt for most practical purposes 
this difference does not affect the comparnbility of Ute data. 

Number of rooms.-All roomR which arc used, or are suitablo for 
use, as living quarters were counted in determining the number of 
romns in the dwelling unit. Inclnded are kitchmrn, bcc\romns, 
dining rooms, Jiving rooms, rwd permanently enclosed sunporches 
of substantial size; finished basement or a,ttic rooms, rm•reation 
ruo1ns or other rooms used m· suitable for nsc as living quarters; 
and ro

1

oms used for office pnrpos()H b~· a pcrsou living in the clwelling 
unit. A kitchenette or "half-room" which is partit.ioned off from 
floor to ceiling was counted as r• separate room, but a combined 
kitchenette and dinette Repamted only by shelves or cahincfa; 
was counted as onlv one room. Not t•onnk1d as rooms were lmth
roo1m;, Htrip or pullman kitchens, hallH or foyers, alcovm;, pantrim;, 
laundrie:s, closets or stor!1ge space, 1mu1;ecl basement or attic rooms 
not suitable for living quarters, mid rounu; subleased for oflicc or 
business purposes by a person or persons not living in the dwelling 
unit. 

The median nmnber of rooms iH computed in the same m11mier 
as the median number of perRons. 

Yea.r built.*-The year the strneture was built refers to thn 
year in which the original constrnction was completed, not to the 
year in which anv later remodeling, addition, reconstructitm, or 
~onvers'ion may lrnve taken place." "Year huilt" stiitistics are 
based on dwelling units classified \Jy the date of Urn original con
struetion of the structure in which they are located. Tho figures 
do not represent the number of dwelling units added to the inven
tory during a given period. They represtmt the number of units 
constructed during a given period plus the number ercatecl by 
conven;ions in structures origi1mlly built during the sctn10 period, 
ininus the number destroyed in struci;ures built during the period. 
Losses occur through demolition, fire, flood, disaster; and con verRion 
to nonresidential use or to fewer dwelling units. 

Data on year built are subject to some inaccuracy because of 
errors of response and nonreporting. In most eases, the informa
tion is based not on i·ecords but on tlie respondent's knowledge of 
the facts and his ability to remember the year of construction. 

Statistics on year built published by the Bureau o·f the Census 
differ in several respects from statistics on new construction pub
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. In pm ticular, the cenHUR 
data include all types of dwelling tmits. For cxttmplc, they include 
trailers and tourist cabins which were occupied as dwelling units, 
son10 seasonal homes, and temporary public housing units; 
·whereas, the Bureau of Labor Statistics data are limited to new 
permanent dwelling nnits. Further, the census data reflect unit:; 
gained or lost since the date of original constrnction, while the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics countR only the units in the structure 
as originally built; thus, ii unit built in 1041, for example, and 
later converted to several nnitH would cause the ecusus conut to 
be higher th!1n the Bureau of Labor Statistics eou11t for units 
constructed in 1941. Finally, the definition of "nonfarm" as used 
in the Bureau of Labor Statistics reports is bctsed on the concept 

•Diita bns~d on n 20-perccnt sample, For n cl<·~crlption of the s1nnplc nnd estimnt.cs of 
sampling variahility, see the SPctlon on "Reliability of <lutn." 

formerly used by t.hc Bureau of the Census and does not corre
spond to that used in the 1950 Ccrnms. 

CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES 

Condition and plumbing facilities as a combined item .. -Both 
the structural condition of a dwelling unit 1md the type uf plumb
ing facilities are coni;iderecl nwasureH of the quality of housing. 
These items have been combined into categories reprcHenting 
various levclH of houi:;ing quality as measured by condition and 
plumbing facilities. Sneh comprehensive categories pmvirle a 
more feasible meam of evahmting quality than is possible by the 
use of the im!ivid ual items. The statistics on the combiruttion 
of conditiou and plumbing facilities arc limited to dwelling units 
for which reports were mada on 1111 of these items. 

The ciitcgory "With private toilet and l.mth" includes those 
dwelling units with both a flush toilet and a bathtub or shower 
inside the i;trncture for the exclusive use of the occupants of the 
unit. "With rnuning water, lacking private toilet or hath" 
includes tlwHe dwelling units having running water in the Rtruc
ture, but lackiug 11 private flush toilet or hicking a private lmthtub 
or shower. "No running water" include:; units with only piped 
rnnning water unti;ide the structure or with only other sourceR of 
water supply, Ruch as a hand pump. 

In table 25 in the State c:luipters, the category "No private bath 
or dilapidated" includes, in addition to thl' category "No running 
water or dilapidated," all dwelling units that arc not. clilapi<lated 
and have running water, hnt lack a private fluHh toilet or private~ 
hat hi ug facilities. The one eatcgor~'. thereforn, is contaitwd in 
the other. 

In 1!140, datlL for state of repair (condition) and plumbing 
facilitieR were presented in eombination. Because of ditTm·ences 
in tho enumeration of comlition nncl water supply, thm1e dtitti nre 
not comparable with the Hl50 data. 

Condition.-To meai;nr(~ condition, dwelling units were cla1:1Hified 
as "not dilapidated" or "dilapidnted.'' A dwolling unit was re
ported aR dilapidated when it had serious dcfieiencies, was run
down or neglected, or was of inadequate original constrnction, so 
that it did not provide adequate shelter or protection against the 
clements or endangered the safety of the occupants. A dwelling 
unit was reported as dilapidated if, because of either deterioration 
or inadequate original construction, it was below the genemlly 
accepted minimum standard for housing and should be torn clown 
or extensively repaired or rebuilt. 

The enumerator determined the condition of the dwelling unit 
on the basis of his own observation. He was instructml to ap
prnise the condition of units uniformly, regardless of neighbor
hood or race of occupant. The enumerator was provided with 
detailed written instruct.ions and with pictures illustrating the 
concepts "deterioration" and "inadequate original comitruction." 
In addition, a film strip accompanied by a recorded narrative 
was shown the enumerator. Photographs of housos and parts of 
houses depicted various levels of deterioration or inadequate con
struct.ion, while the narrative informed the enumerator as to 
which were to be classified as "dilapidated" or "not dilapidated." 

Tho types of deficiencies used in determining condition relate 
to weather tightness, extent of difircpair, hazards to safety, and 
iuaclequate or makeshift construction. Deficiencies which eould 
be revealed only by an engineering survey, or such deficiencies 
as inadequate light or ventilation, or the presence of dampness 
or infestation, were not included among the criteria for deter
mining condition of a dwelling unit. 

Specifically, a dwelling unit was to be reported as dilapi
dated if-

1. It had one or more critical deficiencies, as for example

a. Holes, open cracks, rotted, loose, or missing materials 
over a considerable area of the foundation, outside walls, roof, 
or inside walls, floors, or ceilings. 
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b. RnbHtanUal sagging of floors, wallR, or roof. 
c. Extensive damage by ;;torrn, flood, or fire; 

or 

2. It had a eombina!'fon of minor doficieneicH whkh were 
preRcnt iu :·m!Ticim1t number nm! ext.m1t to give evidence that the 
unit did not provide adeqrn1te Rlmlter or prntection against the 
element;; or wns phyRically mrnafo. J•:xample~ of th(~Ae deflcicn
cie::i arc·-

a. Holes, opeu cracks, rotted, looi>e, or rnisAing materials 
over a Hnutll area. 

b. Hhaky or imsafo poroh, stepR, or railings. 
c. Ilroken or miAsing window lltmmi. 
d. H ott.od or loose window franH)H whieh arn no longtJr 

rainproof or windproof. 
e. Damaged, unsafe, or 11111kci,;hift chimmiy. 
f. Broken, looAo, or miHsing iHHidc stair treads or rhmrs, 

balusters, or railinp;H. 
g, Deop wear on c!oorHills, doorframes, out;Hide or imlide 

atep8, or floors; 
())' 

a. It was of inadequate orig;iiml COllHtrndfo11. Examples of 
i11aclequate original co11strnction are-

a. Makeshift walli;. 
h. Lack of foumlat.ion. 
l:. Dirt 1\oorH. 

. d. Inarlequatdy eonvnrterl cdl!trH, p;arap;os, harns, 11nd sim-
ilar plaeeH. 

Although Uw u1111merator W!IH provirlr.rl wit.11 dnt11ilecl ornl mid 
writ.t.011 i11str11etio11H an<! with visual aids, it waH not poHHilile to 
eliminate completely Uw elcrnm1t of jndp;nwut in the <m11mort\
tion uf this item. '.l'hnro iH eviclenen thttt some n11u11wmtorio oh
tuined too large or too Hlllttll a cou11t. of dilapirlai.od uuiLH. Comm
quently, c!l\ta on <:ondition for Hlllltll mnus, whielt depend on the 
work of 0110 nr two em1mGr11torH, are snhjoct to a wider n11u·gin 
of error than iH to hn t:xpeetod for larp;m areaH, where l.lw ch\t.a 
reprmient. tho rel.un1H made by Hnvernl mn1merntors. 

In tlw HMO Cc:11H1rn, "dilapidatiou" \\'aH nol. nn111norat.cc!; tlw 
concept "1weding major rnpairH" W!IH nHed to provide iufornrn
tion 11bout. t.Jm co11ditio11 of hom;ing. A dwolling unit waH cla::tHi
ficc! aH "Jl(iwlinp; nu1jor rc:p1tin1" whou partH of tlw Htrncturn irneh 
!Ii:\ flomH, roof, plaHtc~r, wnllH, or fo11nclt1t.iun required major rnpnirs 
or rc:plncenumt.H. A ropair waH "m11jm" wlwn iLH coutimu1tl 
ut>glect. would httvci HeriouHly i111p11irncl tho sou1HhwHH of Um 
st.ructnrn arnl crnu,tccl a H!tf<'ty bur.arr! t.o thCl rcRiclent.1:1. Th<i 
training proµ;mm for t.his itcrn in lll4U <lid not providu nny vitrnal 
aidH or c!ctailed oral and writtcm iust.ructiouH. 

The Hl40 CenHns <1011cept. of "nmjor rtipairH" waH niplnce<I by 
the ctnwept of "clilapidution" for the UlllO CmrnuH at t;lw r(1eom
mtmclt1t.ioi'1 of 11 Fcdeml intcn·agency t•.onunit.tec 011 lrn11Hing Mle
q1uwy. Aftor tt lengthy invostig11tion inelucling field t.estH of 
1mvernl concopiH, tlrn eummittoc ro11urt.orl tlmt "mnjor rop11irn" 
waH not alwayH n reliable index of huui;ing qn11lity. There Wl\l-l 

evident:e tlrnt the e111m1tm1tor tondecl to !!He the coHt of tho rcpt1ir 
in judging betweon nmjor twd minor ropairH. Further, "m11jor 
rnpairH" llltl!lH\l!'OH only tho conciitim1 of the Htmctnre, not tho 
Htrnetural level nor the ttllility of th<\ lwuKe to provi<le acleciuate 
Rhelt.er. For examplo, a new houHe, c:onHtrnciod so that it does 
not provide 1tcleq1111t<J protection ngai11Ht the clmnontH, might not 
foclrnil'ally \Je in neo<l of "nmjor n1pnirH." Lilwwisn, a unit might 
hnve n numbm of minor cldieicncit:H, none of which teehnicnJly 
constitnteH I\ "11111jor repair," bu(. whit•h, when eombined, inrlieato 
th11t the unit Wl\H ina<lequ11tc:. Tho cunnnitt.oe reeomuwnrlcd thnt 
tlw level of q1mlit,y to he meaHurucl, fnnc\amtmtally, wnH whotlrnr 
m· not the dwelling unit waH <'ttp11ble of providing acll:q1mtt1 Hhelter 
or protectio11 against the eluuwnt.H, nm! 81dlicirn1t HttfeguardH for 
tho Httfety of the oc:c:upantK. The committee c:onc:lucloci t.h11t the 
term "clilitpidatecl" l!WHt 1wt•urntdy dcHerilled t.hc tioncopt. it lmc\ 
recommender! for mmtH\lremont. 

No rnlia\Jle clnt.tt hnve been olitt\inec\ to compnre the relation
ship betwee11 the "major repai!'H" eatc\gory 1wcl the "clil11piclatml" 
category. However, it is t.lw ophdon of a mnnlwr of qualified 
housing ec:onomiHtH that if the two rlefinltionH were tippliccl in 

tho same eenHns, the eouut of "dilnpidated" nnitH would be Hnialler 
than tho eom1t of units "ueecling major rcp11ii'H." The two term8 
diffor siguificautl~', and the HMO alH! 1050 roHults on condition 
nru uot eompamblo. 

Wa.t~r s~pply,·--A- clwolling unit hlLH "piped mnning water" if 
water JH p1pecl to it frnm ii ]Jrt1Hs111·e or gmvitv HYHtcm. "No 
piped ru1111i11g water" inducles w1itt1r frolll a ha1;<l 1;ump ur from 
a \l'C)il or Htrcmm where no pipccl running wnt.or h; available. 

A clwelli11g unit iH counted llH lrn.ving hot piped running water 
'~hether it is nv:Lilable the year 1·cnmd or on!~· part of tho time. 
l•or exm.nplc, lwt running water nmy be available only rlnriug 
the lwatmg scao1on or itt varitn1s timeH during the week. 

The lll50 dt1ta 1rn pipecl running wtiter wcirc tmllected iu terms 
of location in~icle ur ou t.Hidc the Htnwtui·e, wherNtH the 19'10 d11ta 
cliHti11gui!:lhocl between local.ion inHido or outside the dwelling unit. 
.Ho.wever, the 1950 count of uuits with "pipc(l running wator 
m1·ilclo strlJ(.'tnro" may l>o co11Hiclore<I eompamhlo with the Hl40 
cmmL of uultH with "running w11ter in dwelling unit" in plaees 
whore the number of unitH with numing water out:side the unit 
but insido tho Ht.rnc:tnro iH insignificant .. 

Toilet fa.oilities,--·A dwelling unit b l'll)lnrted as lawing a flush 
t.oi!ot if the toilet. iH iuHidu the Htrnct.ure and iH oper11tml by means 
uf Wttfor piped to it. A flush toilot for oxehtsive use is differ
entfotml from oue thttt is Hhnrecl. 

Bathing faci!ities.--A dwelling unit hM; a bathtub or shower 
if oithe1· typu of equipment, Kll]lplied with piped running w1ttor 
(!lot llt1miHsarilt hot, water), is 1wailnlilo itJHichi tho Htnwtnre for 
t.lw UHO of tho ocicup1mts of (;he tlwulliug u1iit, An i111;t~tllecl lmth
t11ll ur shower loc:ated outsicle (.ho 1-;t.J'uct.11rLl wai; enumm·ate1l as 
"no hnthtnh or Hl10wor." Bathiug f1wilitfoH iusicle the strnctnro 
fur exolusivo mm l\ftl difformitfated from fnciliticH that 1\re 1>lrnrad. 

Exclusive or shared use.---Facilities are for mrnlnHivc use when 
the oc:cup1\!lts of only one dwtliling unit i1su them. If there are 
loclgor:; in the clwolling uuit whu nJi.m 11st1 tho facilit.ies, the facilities 
11n1 still roporttKl HH for the exC'ltrnivo UHe of oetmlHUltH nf the dwoll
ing uuit, proviclecl they urn 11ot UHO<i by ()(:enp1mtH of another 
dwt~lling unit. F1wilit.ieH arc Hhttrml whon ocenp11ntH of two or 
morn dwelling unitH UHC thn H11111e facilitieR. Also, ftt.cilitios arc 
Hhttrod if they wonl<l l>e n:;ocl by the oe<•.np1111ti; of 11 unit now vacant, 
if tlmt unit were Dccupil\d, 

Inside or outside struotm·e.--Fn.eilitieH or equipment are cun
Hiclered "inHiclu struc~tnre" if they nro loenterl within tho dwelling 
unit or o!Howhore in thti Htrncture, HIH:h !LA in a comnmn hallway, 
or in n room mrncl hy sovon1,l dwelling unifa. Ji'acilitioH or equip
ment. Oil !Ill npm1 porcll tire cllllHidert\d to ho onti;ide tho Htrncture. 
ThoHe l<H:atod in t\11 euc:loHtJd poreh are considored to be irniide the 
i:;truoture, even though it nrny Im 1wccHHl\ry tn go outHide the 
struct.ure to reach tlrnm. 

EQUIPMENT AND FUELS* 

Electric lighting,-A dwelling nnit it> re1>orted ni> "with eleetric 
lightR" if it iH wirncl for olt1ctric lights, even though Horvice mny 
have boou temporarily HUHpended nt the time of e\\umoration. 

Heating equipment.--Hoating eq11ipmeut reprmmnts. the equip
ment avnil11ble for heating !.he dwelling unit clnring tho winter 
months. A mmhle heating HyRtmn or furnace w11s reported, even 
though it may httve been temporaril;v out of order or nDt in opem
t.ion at the time of enumomt.ion. 

Central heati11g equipment compriHcs the categories "Piped 
Hteam or hot wtiter" ancl "Warm nir furnace." Other means of 
heating, with 01· without flue, !tl'e considered to be noucontral 
hoating. 

The number of units with central heating equipment is con
sidernbly larger than Lhe numhor of cm1trnl heating installntions. 

• IJnla has1•tl mitt 20·pcrct•nt stunplt'. For n <lt•sct·lptlt>n of t.lll' samplt1 nntl estltnl\lns 
of s11mplh111 vurl11hlllty, see Lill' section on "R('l!ahillt.y of tltit1>." 
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The majority of mnlti-unit structures have only one central heat
ing system to servfoe all of the twits in the structure. 

"Piped st(iam or hot water" includes radiant, panel, and base
board heating systems, and ritcliation. "Warm air furnace" 
includes piped and pipeless warm air furnaces, as well as floor and 
w11ll furnaces. "Other means with flue" includes fireplaces and 
fl ne-connectecl heating stoves. A flue if; a pipe or enclosed pas
sage, either connect.eel tu a chimney or leading directly to the out
side of the structure, which carries tho smoke or fumc11 to the 
outside. All other types of heating equipment, such ns electric 
heaters and portable kerosene hoatern, are im:luded in the cate
gory "Other means without flue." Stoves and ranges used pri
marily for cooking were enumerated a8 heating equipment when 
they were also the major source of heating. 

The 1050 d11fa on heating equiprrrnnt may be compared with the 
Hl40 data when certain combinations arc made. The 1950 
category "vVarm 11ir furnace" i8 comparable with the combination 
of the l!l40 groups "Piped warm air s~rstem" and "Pipelcss warm 
air furnace." The combination of the Hl50 categories "Other 
means with flue" and "Other means without flue" is roughly com
parable with the category "Without central heating" in 1040, 

Rea.ting fuel.-Where more than one heating fuel was used in 
a dwelling unit, the fuel wrnd most for heating was reported. 
Statistics for heating fuel are presented separately for units with 
central heating and units with nonccntral heating. 

'l'hc category "Coal" includes coke. "Utility gas" is piped into 
the dwelling unit from main~ from a central system, which is 
usually owned and operated by a public utility company or by a 
local government; it m1iy be either manufactured or natural. 
"Bottlerl gas," generally known by a trade name, is supplied to 
the consumer in containers (bottles or tanks) which are replaced 
or refilled as needed. "Liquid fuel" includes fuel oil, furnace oil, 
distillate oil, kerosene, coal oil, stove oil, range oil, lamp oil, gas
oline, and alcohol. 

For the most part, the 1950 data on heating fuel may be com
pared with the l!l40 c1!1ta when certttin eombinations are made. 
Tho 1950 categories "Utility gas" and "Bottled gas,'' when com
bined, are comparable with the HJ40 category "Gas." The 1950 
category "Liquid fuel" is roughly comparable with the combina
tion of the 1940 categories "Fuel oil" and "I(erosene or gasoline." 

Cooking fuel.-The fuel used most for cooking was reported. 
Where the fuel used most was not readily ascertainable for com
bination stoves, the fuel reported was the one appearing first 
in the listing of fuels on the housing enumeration ::ichedulc and 
in the tables. The categories of data on cooking fuel are the same 
as on heating fuel. 

For both cooking fuel and heating fuel, the 1950 Census figures 
represent the number of households using a particular fuel as the 
principal fuel for cooking or heating. The data, therefore, are 
not comparable with reports by utility companies on the number 
of residential customers for that fuel. Generally, utility company 
data are based on a count of meters or the number of bills rendered. 
Several households which arc served by one meter are counted as 
one customer by the utility companies but as several dwelling 
units by the Bureau of the Census. On the other hand, the utility 
companies report each customer regardless of the amount of fuel 
used or its purpose (cooking, heating, or for hot water), while the 
Bureau reports only the principal fuel used for cooking or heating. 

Kitchen sink.-A dwelling unit is reported as "with kitchen 
sink" if a sink, located within the structure and with a drainpipe 
leading to the outside, is available for use by the occupants of the 
unit. The sink need not have rnnning water piped to it. 

Usually, the sink is located in the kitchen, but a sink located 
in a hall, pantry, enclosed porch, or room adjacent to the kitchen, 
if used in the washing of dishes or cooking utensils, is considered 
a "kitchen sink." However, a sink located on an open porch, or 

a washbowl, basin, or lavatory located in a bathroom or bedroom 
is not a "kitchen sink." 

Refrigeration equipment.-The principal refrigeration equip
ment available to the dwelling unit was reported, whether or not 
it was in use at the time of enumeration. "Mechanical" refrigera
tion includes any type of refrigerator operated by electricity, gas, 
kernscne, gasoline, or other source of power. "lee" refrigeration 
includes a refrigerator, box, or chest cooled by ice supplied from 
an outside source. "Other" refrigeration includes other devices 
or methods used to refrigerate food, such as a spring hou~e, cooler, 
well cooler, an ice house in which storage space is provided for 
perishable food, and any evaporative cooler which is operated by 
applieation of water. A window box, root cellar, open spring, or 
basement was classifier! as "none." 

Radio.-Data on radio represent the number of dw<llling units 
which have a radio, even though the set was temporarily out of 
order or being repaired at the time of enumeration. The data 
do not represent the total number of radios in dwelling units 
because some dwelling units have two or more sets. 

Television.-Data on television represent the number of dwelling 
units which have a television set, even though the set was tem
porarily out of order or being repaired at the time of enumeration. 

FINANCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Contra.ct monthly rent.-Contract monthly rent is the rent at the 
time of enumeration eontracted for by the renter, regardless of 
whether it includes furniture, heating fuel, electricity, cooking 
fuel, water, or other services sometimes supplied. Monthly 1·cnt 
for vacant dwelling units is the monthly rent asked at the time 
of enumeration. Data are limited to uonfarm unit1:1; datii fnr 
vacant units are further limited to nonsca1mnal not rlil11pidated 
units, for rent. The rental 11mount was reported to the nearest 
dollar. 

The contract monthly rent data for rentcr-occupiecl nonfarm 
units are considered comparable for the 1950 11nd the Hl•!O Cen
suses, although in 1950 no dollar estimates were made for rm1t
frec units, whereas in 1940 estimates made for rent-free units 
were included in the distribution of renter units. The data for 
v11cant units are not comparable, however, because in 1940 rental 
amounts for all vacant units were presented, whereas in 1950 
rent data for vacant nnits !trc limited to nonseasmuil not dilapi
dated vacant units, for rent. Furthermore, in 1040 estimates of 
monthly rent were obtained for owner-occupied and for farm nnlts, 
whereas in 1950 such data were not collected. 

The 1950 rent data indicate rent levels in 1950 and do not reflect 
changes since 1940 in rents for identical units. In addition to 
units coming on the market through new constrnction and con
version, there was n con11idcrablc withdrawal of exhiting rental 
units through purehase for owner occupancy. Further, there W!IB 

some shifting of rental nnits between farm and nonfarm residence. 
Therefore, the 1950 data apply to a largely different group of rental 
units. 

Changes reflected by the 1940 and 1950 Census data are not 
comparable with changes in rents obtained by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics for its Consumers' Price Index. The data com
piled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics represent changes in rent 
charged for essentially identical units with identical services 11nd 
facilities. 

The median contract monthly rent of the dwelling units is the 
rent which divides the series into two equal parts, one-half of the 
units with rents higher than the median a~1cl the other hnlf with 
rents lower than the median. In the eomputation of the median, 
the limits of the class intervals were assumed to stand at the 
midpoint of the 1-clollar interval between the encl of one of the 
rent groups and the beginning of the next. For example, the 
limits of the interval designated $10 to $14 were assumed to be 
$9.50 and $14.50. The median was computed on the basis of the 
tal:mlation groups in full detail as shown in the tables for larger 
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areas. In rare inHtances where the median is located in tho 
highest tabulation grnup, $100 or more or $75 or more, the median 
is indicated as $100+ or $75+. 

The average contract monthly rent instead of the median is 
presented in the State chapters for places of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabit
ants. The average is the quotient of t,lrn sum of the rents divided 
by the number of dwelling units reporting rent. 

Gross monthly rent.-The computed rental termed "gross rent" 
eliminates rent differentials which result from varying practices 
with respect to the inclusion of heat, utilities, and furniture as 
part of the contract rent. Gross monthly rent is contract monthly 
rent pins the reported average monthly cost of utilities (water, 
electricity, gas) and fuels such as wood, coal, and oil, if these 
items were paid for by the renter in addition to contract monthly 
rent. If fnmiture was included in the contract rent, the reported 
estimated rent of the dwelling unit without furnitme was nsorl in 
the computation rather than the contract rent. Gross monthly 
rent data were computed for renter-occupied nonfarm unitR only. 

Median gross monthly rent was computed in 1;he same manner 
as median contract monthly rent. Ordinarily, the· median gross 
rent iH higher th1111 Urn nwdian contrnct rent. However, the 
median p;rosH rent may be lower in an area where there are enough 
cases in which the estinmtc of the rental value of furniture included 
in tho contract rent exceeds the cost of utilities. 

Value of 1-dwelling-unit struotures.-Valne represents the 
amount which the owner-oceupant estimates that the property, 
including the structure and itH land, would sell for under ordinary 
conditions and uot at forced sale. Value data are limited to non
farm units in 1-clwolling-unit structures without business and with 
only one dwelling nnit included in the property. Valncs for other 
owner-oe('npiecl dwelling units are not provider! because they would 
reflect varying amounts for farm land, business uses, or for more 
than one dwelling unit in the property. For a vacant property, 
vahw is Uw Hale price iiskccl by the owner. Data for vacant unitH 
are further limited to nonseasonal not clilapirhitecl units, for sale 
only. Value was tabulated to the nearest hundred dollars. 

In Hl40, the vtihrn diitu were presenter! for owner-occupied units 
in both multi-dwelling-nnit structures and 1-rlwclling-unit Htrnc
tun~s. If the owner occupied one of the dwelling units in a Htrnc
ture containing two dwelling units or more, or if a part of the 
strurtnre waH nsocl for business pmposes, the value reported in 1040 
represented an cstimnto for that portion occnpierl by the owner and 
his honsol10lcl. Thus, the data on value of owner-occupied unitH 

me not strhitly comparable for tho two censuses boeauHe of differ
ences in the typcH of units for which value waH reported. However, 
1040 value statistics for 1-fumily strncturcs without bmdneAs, 
whicih arc roughly eomparable with the Hl50 data, are presented 
in Volume III of the I 040 Hom1ing reportR for the United StatcH, 
States, and cities of 100,000 inhabitant,s or more. No value 
data were provided for vacant dwelling unitH in H140. 

The median value of tho dwelling unitH iH the value which 
divides the series into two equal lHtrts, one-half of the units with 
values higher than the rnccli!tn and the other half with values 
lower than the median. In computing the median, the limits 
of the class interval were misumed to 1>tam! nt $50 below tho 
beginning and end of the value group itH shown in the tables. 
For example, the limits of the interval deHignatccl $2,000 to $2,099 
were assumed to be $1,050 and $2,1150. The median was computed 
on the basis of the tabuliition gnmps in fnll detail 11.R slwwn in 
the tables for larger lLl'l~as. In raro instances where the m0dian 
is located in the higl10Ht talrnlation group, $20,000 or more, 
$15,000 or more, or $10,000 or more, the meciinn iH indieatod us 
$20,000+, $15,ooo+, or $10,ooo+. 

The average valnc instead of the median is presented in the 
State cliaptcrs for placeH of 1,000 to 2,500 inlrnbitants. The 
1wcrage iH the quotient of the H1m1 of tho valucH divided by the 
munhcr of dwelling unit1:1 reporting vnhw. 

Mortgage status.-An owncr-occnpiod chVl\lling unit waH re
ported as mortgaged if the property cm which it waH located had 
an iudcbtedneHs in the form of a mortgage or deed of trust,. or 
the occ111nrntH hucl It contr1wt to pnrelrnse the propert~·. Statistics 
on null'tgap;o st11tus ani limited to nonfarrn owntir-occupiod dwell
ing 1111itH in stnwtmeH without husiiHJHH and lrnving from one to 
fuur dwelling uniti:i. 

Datu 011 mortgage Hti1tns of ow1wr-occupierl dwelling 1mitR 
(excluding trailers, tents, hcmtH, iind rnih·m1cl <~ltrR) presented in 
this report differ from dnta 1m~1umted in Volume IV, Residential 
Financin(f, in that statisties in Vol11me IV relate to nil mortgaged 
residential nonfarm propertfoH iuHtm1d of to the group described 
above. Further differences are cine, in lH'lrt, to the fact that the 
person intcirvicwed for general hcnrning iufomrntfon was not 
always familiar with the fimincial arrangements, particularly the 
cxiKtenco of a mortgage, nor clid tho l'OHJHl!ldcrnt always recognize 
certain types of finaneing UH mort,gap;es. Dnta in thu report, on 
residential finaneinp;, UHtrnlly co!lcctecl from ownerH, arc c!<lllKidored 
more accurate. Sonw 01111tion, thercforn, should he <!xerciscd in 
the use of the mortgage clati1 provided in thiH report (Volume l). 

RELIABILITY OF DATA 
CONSISTENCY 

The percentages in percentage diHtributions were computed 
Rcparately and no 'adjustment was made to force them to add 
to exactly I 00.0 pcrc·ent.. 

Because of the nwthods by which the statistics were compiled, 
the figures for parts of an area in a chapter may not tot.al to the 
figures for the area as a whole. For example, st,atistics for the 
counticl'l within a State may not, add precisely to the State tot,als. 

Further, there are some clifferenceH between the figureH in the 
State chapters, and the figmes for the State totalR and otJier areas 
in tables 17 to 32 of the United States Summary. The State 
parts of thiH volume (Parts 2 to fl) were prepared primarily by 
assembling and hincling the statistical portion;; of previously 
issued Series I-I-A bulletins which constituted preprints of tho 
State chapterH. StatiHtics in the United States chapter (Part 1) 
are summarizationH or compilations of data from the individual 
State chapters. Some errors were discovered aft,er the State 
bnlletin8 were isimed and, generally, the corrected figures were 
transcribed to the United States Summary. 

DAT A FOR SMALL AREAS 

Users of data for the smaller areas, which are included in !;he 
Stat,e chapters, should bear in mind that the data for such aroas 
represent the work of a very small number of enumerators (often 
only one or two). The rniiliuterpretatiou by an enumerator of the 
instructions for a particular item may, therefore, have an ap
preciable effect 011 the statil:!t.ic~ for a small community, even 
though it would have a negligible effect upon the figures for a 
large area. 

NUMBER REPORTING 

Occasionally, the enumerator was unable to obtain all of the 
information for a dwelling unit, or he failed to record the data. 
Such instances are generally shown in the tables as "Not reported." 
However, when farm-11011farm residence, color of head, occupancy 
and tenure status, number of persons, or type of stmcture was not 
reported for a dwelliup; 11nit1 the clasHification was ostirnatecl on 
the basis of related information. Hence, the number reporting 
for these basic subjects ls identical with the total dwelling units. 
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For Hample items, thosP. indicated in the tables by asteriskR, 
t.he m1111\Jer reporting may be larger than the total number of 
dwelling units because of the method by which the results were 
cleri vecl from t.11e sample data. (See section on "Sample design.") 

PC'rccmt,agcs, mc~diitns, and averagcR were based on the number 
reporting the item rat.her than on the total. 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Rome of the subjPcbi iu the tableH arc indicated by asterislrn 
its thoHe for wl>.ich information waR rec)IJCHtod for a repreHontative 
20-percout sample of dwelling units. The nine Rubjects obtained 
011 a sample basis were arranged iu five group8. The~e grunpH 
were liHtocl in sequence on the houHing schedules so that, for each 
dwelling unit, information waH roqnentcd for one of theHc five 
µ;ronps. The Hample group n.ppearing firHt. in t.ho r:;crpwnce was 
variucl to ohtn.in five verKiouH of tho schedule. 'Within each 
(J!lllllleratlon clist.rict, tho Hchodulos were divider! approximately 
equally among the five V(H'HionH.2 

This procedure, however, did not automatically insure an exact 
20-percen t :-;ample of dwelling units for each gronp of Ralllplc 
question;.; in each locality. Each enumeration Kchodule provided 
for a maximum of ao person:-; and 12 dwelling unitH. Whonevcr 
all :iO popnlat.inn lines were cmnpleterl on a schedule, the im;truc
tinn,; callee! for tho next dwelling nnit to he enumerated on the 
followiuµ; Hc!wdule, regardlesH of whet.her all housing lines were 
ui-;od. Although the proeeduro was unbiased, t.he effect of Kuch 
blank line;.; was to introduce variat.ionH in the size of the samples, 
ea.oh of whieh was clusigned to eouHiRt of 20 percent of the dwelling 
unit.H. 

T ADLE A.-PROPORTION OF DWELLING UNITS IN SAMPLE FOR 

SUBJECTS ENUMERATED ON SAMPLE BASIS, FOR THE UNITED 

STATES, BY REGIONS: 1950 

S11m1lle grou11 Unit<;d North· North Routh W<'Ht 
RtatllS t•t1st CL'ntrnl 

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Hm1ti111: equipment arnl heiit!ng fuel.. 20.10 20. 1:1 20.11 20. 05 20.10 
l~IMt.rill lighting nnd rnfrigerntion 

10. 07 rn. 01 19. us IO. 07 19. 07 equipment.. ............................... 
Hmlio llnd teleYlslon .................... IU. OU JU. 08 19. 00 20. 02 10. 08 
Kitchen Hink nnd eooklng fuel.. ...... 10. or. JU. Ol\ 19. OG 1U. U7 10. 07 
Yenr huilt ............................ 10.1}8 lU. 08 10. U8 19. 00 lU. 07 

·-"-.·~·····-"·-

Estimates of the number of dwelling units with specified char
acteristics based on sample data were in all eases obtained by 
m11ltiplyi11g by five the number of dwelling t111its in the sample 
with the specified characteristic. Percentages have been ob
tained in each case by using estimates based on the sample for 
both the numerator and denominator. 

SAMPLING VARIABILITY 

The data for it.ems indicated by asterisks are subject to sampling 
variability. Table B presents the approximate standard errors of 
sample estimates of selected size. Table C shows the approximate 
standard errors of percentages computed by using sample data for 
both numerator and denominator. These tables apply to all 
areas. For most. estimates, linear interpolation will provide rea
sonably accurate results.3 

'In JO counties of Mlchlgan 1md Olllo, the samplt' consisted huslcully of every firth 
cl welling nnlt, and all the sample qut•stlons wNe asked !or each of these units. 

Sample estimates may diffor, due to sampling variability, froin 
t.he counts which would be obtained by a completo enumeration. 
'l'he standard error is a moasnro of sampling variability. The 
chances are about 2 out of 3 that the differenee lrntweeu a sample 
estimate and t.he complete count is le;;s than the Rtandard error. 
The amount bv which the standard error must be multiplied to 
obtain other odds deemed more appropriiite cau be found in moHt 
statistical text.books. For example, the clumces are about. rn out; 
of 20 that 'the difference is Je,;s than t.wiee the standard Prror, and 
llO out of 100 that it is less than 2)'2 times thn Htanriard error. 

Illustration: Let us assnme that iu an urban place containing 
100,000 dwelling uuits, there \'ere au estimated 74,000 dwelling 
units with central heati11g equiJ.lllent, 75.a percent of the us,aoo 
dwelling unit:; reporti11g. Linea1 int.crpolat.ion bot.ween valncH in 
table B indicates that. the H!Lmpling variability for a11 estimate of 
H,000 in an area with 100,000 clwelliug nnit.H i:; abont 2·10. Con
:;equently, the chances are about '3 out of 3 that t.he figure which 
would have been obtained from It(· nnplet.e count, of t.lrn number of 
dwelling units with central heating in thiH mban placn difforH by 
lesi,; than 240 from the samplc cHt.imat.c1. It. alHo follows that there 
is only abont. 1 chance in 100 t.liat. n complete eount of dwelling 
units with central heating won!<! differ by as much as BOO, i. e., 
by about 2H times Urn nmullor givm1 in t.he table. Table C 
shows that the standarrl error of 75 percenl on a base of 100,000 
is o.a percent.; the Rtanclard error of tlw 7fi.3 percent;, by linear 
interpolation, hi ahm 0.3 percent.. !i'nrt.lll\r 11Kes of table C may 
arise. For example, if 75 pm·cent. of the nHt.imatcd 100,000 
units built Hince HMO wcro built Hhwe UHfi, the st1tndard error 
is also 0.3 percent.. If, in anot.lwr instance, 75 percm1t; of the 
est.imat.ed 100,000 rural-nonfarm units had meehanicnl refriger
ation, the standard error would be 0.8 pen:onL. 

The standard errors shown in tables n and C are not directly 
applicable to differences bot.ween two estiim1teH. These tables 
are to be applied differcmtly in the throe following caHeH: 

l. The difference mav be one between a figure hasml on a 
Hample and a figure obtailied froni a cnmplnte count,, for example, 
a difference arising from a comparison between 1 \150 Hample dat11 
ancl 1!),10 complete-count data. Tho Ht.andard error of a cliffnrenee 
of thiH type i::; identical with t.ho variabilit.y of tho Ul50 sample 
el:ltimate. 

2. The differencn may IHl one bet;woen t.wo Hample estimates, 
one of which repre::ient,s the t;otal of a group and the other a 
a part of the imme group. For examplo, tho reported number of 
occupied dwelling units without. television in It >1tand11rd metro
politan area can be nllt.ained by Hnhtract.ing the cst.imated number 
with television iu thiH Htandarcl met.ropoli tan area from tho 
Hample estimat.e of t.he total numbnr report,ing. Tables B and 
C can be m;ed direct.ly for a rlifference of this type, with the differ
ence considered as a smnple est.inuitc. 

3. 'l'he Htttndarrl error of any othPr t;ype of difference between 
two sample est.imatos will be 1111proximatolv the Hquare root of 
the Hum of the squares of each stand11rd el·ror comlidered Hepa
rately. This formula will ropresent the actual Htanrlard error 
quite accurat.oly for the difforenco between est;imat;es of the samo 
charact.eristfo in two <lifforent areaH, although it iH only a rough 
approximation if the difference is bet.ween t.wo characteristicH 
in the same area. 

1 A closer npproxim11tion of 11 st11ncl1ml crrnr from tuhl1i n nmy lw ohtnlncd by using 

1.8 z..J i=OJl wlwre z is the size or tlw t•stlnm1.1i 111ul l> is tlw totnl numlrnr of dwt•lling 

units In tlw. nrca; in t11blti 0, thc U(lproxirnatlon ls I.8..J~\lif>I whcn• p ls till' cstimatml 

percentage nnd y is the sizo or the hllSl'. !'or cxampll', tlw 11p111·oxlrm1tio11 prnvldccl by 
the 11hove forrnnlti o! tht• standard error of nn csthnat" o! 100,000 llwclllug units 
(zl In rm area with 150,000 dwelling units (D) ls 3fi0; llnenr lntl•rpolatlon would yield 
about 190. 
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TABLE B.--STANDARD ERROR OF EsTIMATEO NuMnER: 1950 
[Ilnngl' or 2 dmncl'H ont or 3] 

llw1•lllng unit~ in <ll'l'l\ 1 

ICsti1nattHl ---------·~-~-~-------~----~--~-------------
numlwr 

1,llllll 10,000 25,000 Jll0,1100 1,llOIJ,llllO 5,000,llllCl 2fi,ll!lll,ll!lll ·lfl,Ollll,OOll 

.10. ···-. 
100 ......... .. 
2.10 .......... . 
500 ·-
1,0lXl. 

2,f~Kl 
5,IKIO. 

ll1 
20 
:m 
30 
20 

10,mo ·-·---· ...... . 
1.1,000. 
2[J,rnJ() 

10 
211 
30 
.j() 

llll 

80 
100 
50 

10 
20 
an 
·Ill 
00 

!Ill 
12ll 
150 
Ifill 
80 

Jtl 
20 
31! 
41! 
llll 

00 
mo 
180 
2111 
200 

w,onn ... ______ ......... _ ____ __ aoo 
HKl,llllll ...... ------· ... ... .... ... 170 
250,l)(Kl ................... .. 
500.1100 ------- .. ----- -------
1,llllll,OllO....... ....... .... . . ...... -------

Ill 
20 
30 
·Ill 
nn 
(Ill 

130 
!HO 
220 
2110 

.JOO 
MO 
78() 
onll 
mm 

]() 

20 
:m 
40 
llll 

!Hl 
i:m 
mo 
220 
20() 

<I\() 

/\HO 
llllO 

l, 21!l 
l, 01\ll 

10 
211 
an 
•Hl 
lltl 

00 
1811 
lHll 
220 
2110 

4HI 
fi8ll 
(110 

1, 2\lll 
l, H(I() 

2,500.lKlO ------- ------- ------- -- ..... ------ ___ 2, 141l 2, 770 
s,mxi,noo ...... _______ ....... ·------ ------- ........... 1, 11n a. 110 
lU,OOll,000 ..... ------- ------- ------- ------- ............. •1,020 
25,0tKl,(K~I... .................... ---- ... ------- ---------·· ------ ..... 2,MO 
45,01)(1,()()() .. --- ------· .• ___ .. ....... ... ...... ---------- -------·-- ..... 

Ill 
20 
:m 
,Ill 
Gil 

00 
130 
!HO 
2211 
2011 

1111 
f>Hll 
ll21l 

t,2llll 
I, H20 

2, nan 
3, Ullll 
fl, 11111 
ll,•lilll 
:l, f>IO 

1 An lll'l'l\ ls tlw snmlll'8t enmpll'tl' p:oo11r11phlc unit t:o which Lim 1•sllmutc• un1h•1· con· 
sldt•mtlon p1•rt11i11s. '!'hus, tlrn 1w1•11 nmy lm: thl' llnltti<l fltt\tl'R. n·~lun, 1llvisi1111, Htlltl', 
city, mmnty, st111ulur1l mwtro11olltun lll'l'l\, urlmnlz1!1l 1\l'l'l\, 01· thPlr urlmnor rnml 11or· 
tlons. 'l'h1• ruml-nonfnrm or ruml-fmm 1lwl'lllng unlW in tlw Un!ll'cl 8t11f PS, Hlnlt', 
or ~-Otmty, Utt' nonwhltt"oceujlil>ti dwelling units, tho ow110N1cl'uph•cl dwtillin~ units, 
etc., tlo not rt1{>1'Nlt1nt cornph~te u.n1ns. 

TABLE C.-·STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE: 1950 
[Hnngu of 2 clll\ncc~s out or aJ 

gst1m11te1l 
1wrcl'ntngu 

2or08 .......... 
5or9L ....... 
10 OJ' \10 ........ 
25 Ol' 75... ...... 
50 .............. 

[)()() 

1.2 
1. 8 
2. 4 
3. ll 
<!.! 

ll11so of ])('rccntngt• 

1,000 2,500 10,000 2f>,OOO 101),000 nlHl,000 r.,000,000 

O.H o. 5 o. a 
1.a ().8 11.4 
1. 7 1.1 0. 6 
2. 5 1. {j 0.8 
2. !I 1. 8 0. () 

0.2 
0.3 
0.3 
LI.() 
(),I\ 

O.l 
(),] 

o. 2 
0.:1 
0. 3 

o. l 
11. 1 
11. l 
11.l 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

Control and measurement of quality of enume:rntion.-Tlrn 
degree of complctern'SH of 01Hmwmtion hail alwityA been a matt.or 
of deep concern to the Bureau of tlrn CenHUH. ThiH !'011<1uru with 
the qtrnlit~r of it.H prodH<lts luu; led the Bnreuu of the CtmHllH to 
undertake two kinds of uetivity: (1) Devdopmlmt of prueed11reH 
to improve the qnulity or lmumeru.tion aurl (2) s~·11fannatic ovalua
tiouH of the qmility of ununwmt;iou, pnrtieularly of the degreti of 
completeness actually u.tt11ined in itfi censusc;;. 

In the 1950 CcnHn;;cs of Population, Housing, and Ag1foulture, 
a nmnbcr of cleviccH were developed to improve the qtmlity or 
ennmoration. Also, a major attempt was made to mcaHure th11 
degree of completeness of the enumeration by monns of !I car(l
fully conducted po8t-ennmerntion Hnrvey. Thill took the form 
of !t re-enumeration in a Heientifically Hclectcd snmple of nreas in 
the United StateH, thus permitting 11 direct cheek on a cnHti-hy
case hn:-;is of the 1wtual enumeration. The rcsultR of thiH Hurvev 
for the CcmsuH of Housing indicated 11 net nn<formaunemtion i;1 
the cens11R count of oc<.rnpied dwelling unit:; in the Unikil St11teH 
of about one million, or 2.5 percent. 

It may s!lfoly be said thut no national ecnsnH, whether in the 
United St11tcH or abrcmd, hu.H ever repreHtmted rm absolutoly 
accurate count. Acenracy in u c:tmHus can be iiwromted hy using 
better procedures, but some procerlnreH are :;o cxpensi ve that the 
improvement would not be worth the added ccJHtR. 

Procedures to improve quality of enumeration.-Tn thiH coun
try, the difficulties of finding and identifying mm1y cl1tHHes uf 
dwelling uniiH, the living lmbitH of 1qmrtment dweller;; and lodgers 
in our metropolitan centers, and thu Inexperience of most of -the 

census <.mnmcmitorA, itll represent rel!ttivoly great. problems. TlntR, 
the cliffitmlties involved in ubt11ini11g n eomplete and 11url11pliontod 
count of the 11mnbcr of dwc>lling uuitH in the United Htntes, i11 
addition to obtaining accurnte infornrnlion cmwerniug the char-
11cteristicH of dwelling unit8, are clearly vory great. The 11111jor 
deviceH used in the 1 flliO CcnsuH of IIonHing to huprove qnttltty 
were: 

1. The onnmer1ttors were given a com·tie of training that 
mnphU.9ized tho importance of an accurate conn!;, the clefinitiou 
and identification of dwolling unitH, and the cla.~sificaloiou of dwell
ing units wiU1 respect to such complicat,cd eharnct.criHt.icti a.'l the 
condition of the dwelling unit.. A t.rniniug guide for the irn;tmc
toni, fil\n Ht.ripsl records, ancl practico 011111nerations wern among 
the rlov1ces usen. 

2. Each onunrnrate>r wall furniHhed wil;J1 a map of hill enumer
at.ion dist.rit~t; the map showed tho boundaries of the area for 
which he wa.~ rellponsible. 

3. A orow leader wu.~ a.o.;signcd to Hupervise each group of 
approximately 1li cnmnemtors. The crow leader's duties included 
holpiug onumerators with problem tlU8os and spot-cheeking a ~am
ple of t;ho dwelling unitll a.'lKigned to them. 

·1. Dh:ltrict supervisorll made prdiminary announcmnents of 
the number of people countecl so that. any complaints or eriticisms 
conceming the complcit;euesH of the cm1m1orat.ion in loeal aren.'l 
could be mado before field officuH were closod. 'l'hir;; led not only 
to <.mnmoraLing peoplo who might ot,JrnrwiRo havti been missod, 
but a!Ho to incron.~lug the coverage of dwelling unitH. 

Post-Enume1·ation Survey.-A particularly importiint and UHe

ful method of eheeldng the aecuracy of cnmncmtion iH it direct 
elrnok 011 11 cnso-by-clise lmsiH of the iwtunl cnumemtiou. A pro
eoclnre of this type Wttfl used in the P0Ht-Ennmer11tiou 8nrve.v of 
the 1050 Cm1HUH in which 11 re-mmmcmtion on 11 sample baHiH 
waH 11nclert11km1. To clrnck for t!wdling unitH OITonennHly omit
ted from the CllllHllH1 11 probal>iJit;y Hample of nbont a,5()() Hlll!lll 
areaH WILK rec1111vttHHcd 111Hl tho roliHtings compan~d with the orig
inal conH\IK foitingH. In addition to t.hu HlllllJllO directml tuwarclH 
<iiHcovering orrmieouRly omitted dwelling units, n 1:11tmplo of nbout 
22,000 lill\llUeratocl dwelling units w11s invmit.igt~ted fo determine 
whether or not thoy were err(mooui;ly e11unu:rated. ThiH Htlmphi 
or OllU111C!l'!lt(!d dWtlllillg 1111its Wl\H ahm llsed to dutermino the 
a<:mrnwy of tho roports obfalined 011 tlwir chnra.otoriHtics, Huch 1u1 
numbor of rnom11, nrnt, v11lue, ttrnl thu prmmucu or nbHmwe of 
pipnd hot wntor. 

Tht1 PoHt-Je;numemtfon Survey iuterviewerH wore ctLrufully 
selecte<l 1w<I were givon into11Hive tminiug mHl 1-111pm·vitiio11. 
G1•c:at (\(forts were made to obtain information from reHpnnclents 
who wore Jll'eHllmttbly IHlHt informed rugu,rding Uw infommUon 
<ieHirod--i11 the onKe of oceupied dw<llling nnil:h, llfnUtlly the lumcl 
of the houHel10kl or tho spmtHti of tho hear\. These mellHlll'OH 

rmrnlted iu im expenditure per <'.!\so in thCl Post-Enumernt.ion 
Rurvoy nmn,v timer; that which wt1H foaHihle for the origi1tt1l censuH 
cm11mm·1ttion. 

A fnrtlrnr rleHeription of the procorlm·eH and results of thiH 
Post-Emumimtiou Smvey will he publiAhed at 11 litter elate. The 
clismrnsinu below ii; limitecl to au nna\yHiH of the completeness of 
lmnmemtion of occupictl dwelling units. 

As indicated in (;able D, the uet undurmnnneru.Uou in the 
etmHtlH count of occupi(I(! dwelling unit.8 in the United StitteH is 
cstinrnted 1tt 2.li percm1t (with un estimu.tecl standmd error of 
0.2 vereent). Thn cHtim1ttecl 11nderenmner11tfou iH the differenee 
betwt~cu (;he eHtimatecl crrmieons omiHHinnR nnd the cHtirnated 
erronoon:-; inclm;ious. Tho fignreH Hhown in table D report. those 
errnrs in the count which were detcwted h,v the Post-Enumeration 
Snrvev. Errors not rnflecterl in t.heHc figures may have !trisen 
lrncau~o of the following foetors imwng othen1: 

l. Identifying all errors in the covcrnge of the census is 
oxtrmnely difilcult. Although some of the errors in the census 
liHUngs eome from carelessness or in.ep~nes~ of the enumera~(!rs, 
many of them are a result of Lhc intrms1c d1fficult.y o~ recog1!1z11~g 
certilin types of dwelling units-for example, dwollmg umts. 111 
"converted" buildings, dwelling units in basements or behmd 
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stores. The Post-Enumeration Survey interviewers did succeed 
in locating many of the dwelling units which were misRed or 
erroneonslv included in the census, but they could not identify 
all such ci.'les. A small-scale field check on tfrn Post-Enumeratioi1 
Survey results indicated that the Post-Enumeration Survey errors 
were in general, in the direction of underestimating the number 
of er~oneously omitted dwelling units. 

2. The reliability of the Post-Enumeration Survey estimates, 
as in all statistical surveys, is also affected by errors in the 
application of sampling and other procedures. 

Those errors in the Post-Enumeration Smvey which could be 
identified were almost always in the direction of underestimating 
the number of occupied dwelling units erroneously omitted from, 
or erroneously included in, the census, with probably more erron
eous omiHsions than inclusions. These 11.nd other con::dderations 
suggest that the estimated net underenumeration of 2.5 percent 
in 1950 is a minimum estimate. 

As indicated in table D, there appe!trH to be some variation in 
the coverage error of the housing census among tenure classes, 
with renter-occupied units showing higher levels of error than 
owner-occupied units. The differences that appear must be inter
preted, however, in the light of the sampling variability shown in 
table E. The error rates would also vary among smaller areas 
such as individual States, counties, and cities; but the sample 
was not large enough to yield reliable estimates for such areas. 

It should be noted t.hat not all of the persons residing in er
roneously omitted occupied dwelling units were missed in the 
census. This is a consequence, in part, of some erroneous omis
sions of dwelling units a.rising from failure to apply the dwelling 
unit definition correctly; in particular, the reporting in the census 
as one dwelling unit, living quarters which should have been re-

TABLE D.-EsTIMA'I'ES OF COVERAGE ERROR FOR OccuPIED 

DWELLING UNl'rS, FOR THE UNl'rED S'I'ATES, DY TENURE, 

URBAN AND RuRAL, AND DY REGIONS: 1950 
[Numbers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being ac\Justell to group totals, 

which are independently rounde(J. Percentuges ure hnsecl on census count) 

Region, tenure, and 
residence 

United States .... 

Northeast._------------North CentraL ________ 
South. ____ .-------. ____ West. __________________ 

TENURE BY RESI-
DENCE 

All occupied units. 

Urban ______ -------- ____ 
Rural non[arm _________ 
Rural farm _____________ 

Owner-occupied._ .. 
Urba11__ ________________ 
Rural nonf[lrm _________ 
Rural farm _____________ 

Renter-occupied ... 
Urban __________________ 
Rural nonftll'm. ______ .. 
Rural farm _____________ 

'rotul occ•1pied 
cl welling units 

Cen- EKri::;~r-
(t~us at ion 

iou- Survey 
sands) (thousuncls) 

-------
42,826 43, 897 -------
11, 228 ll,471i 
12, 072 13, 242 
12, 033 12, 070 
5, 904 0, 207 

42, 826 43, 897 -------
28, 402 20, 110 
8,013 8, 010 
5, 721 5, 871 

23, 560 23, 970 ------
14, ;177 14, 572 
5, 425 5, 572 
3, 758 3, 827 

19,266 19, 926 ------
14, 110 14, 545 
3, 188 3, 330 
1, 963 2,0H 

I 

Post-Enumemtion Rmvey 

Erroneously JGrronoously Net under
omittcd in include<l in enumeration 

census census In census 

Num- Nmn- Num-
ber Per- ))(1r Per· Iler Per· 

(thou· cent (thou- cmnt (thou- c•ent 
snnds) sunds) stmds) 
-------------
1,336 3.1 265 o. 6 1, 071 2.5 -- ~~-.--------

3Q.l 2. 7 57 0. 5 247 2. 2 
310 2. 5 40 0. 4 270 2.1 
425 3. 4 82 0, (\ :!43 2. 7 
289 4. 8 70 1. 3 213 3. 0 

1,336 3.1 265 0, G 1, 071 2. 5 -- ------------
830 2. 0 212 o. 7 024 2. 2 
334 3. 0 37 0.4 297 a. 4 
100 2. 0 16 0.3 150 2. 0 

460 2. 0 50 0.2 410 1. 7 ------------
210 l. 5 24 0. 2 195 1.4 
158 2. 0 11 0.2 147 2. 7 
83 2. 2 14 0.4 69 1.8 

876 4. 5 216 1. 1 660 3. 4 ---------- -----
617 4. 4 188 Ul 429 3.0 
177 5. 6 20 0.8 151 4, 7 
83 4. 2 2 0. 1 81 4.1 

ported as two or more dwelling units. In such Hituations, all of 
the persons may have been correctly counted in the l!l50 Census of 
Population. For this reason, the computation of ratios repre
senting the number of missed persons per erroneously omitted 
dwelling unit cannot be made by relating the findings on· er
roneously omitt.ed persons presented in Population Volumes I and 
II to those for erroneously omitted dwelling units in Housing 
Volume I. -

The definitions which were used for erroneous omissions and 
erroneous inclusions of occupied dwelling units are important in 
interpreting the results: 

1. Erroneous omissions.-An occupied dwelling unit was 
claHsifiecl as erroneously omitted-

lf it was not enumerated at all or was not enumerated in 
its proper enumeration district; 

If it was enumerated as vacant when it should have been 
enumerated as occupied; or 
. If it, was enumerated as part of another dwelling unit when 
1t should have been enumerated as a separate dwelling unit. 

2. Erroneous inclusi'ons.-An occupied dwelling unit was 
classified as an erroneous inclusion-

lf it was enumerated more than once or was enumerated in 
the wrong enumeration district; 

If it was enumerated as occupied when it should have been 
enumerated as vacant; 

If it was enumerated as a dwelling unit when it, should have 
been enumerated as part of a dwelling unit; 

If it was non-existent (i. e., an apparent fabrication on the 
part of the original enumerator); or 

If it did not meet the criteria for definition as a dwelling 
unit. 

Some limitations of the Post-Enumeration Survey results have 
been discussed above. An additional limitation is, ~f course, the 
presence of sampling variability. Estimates of standard errors 
are presented in table E. 

TABLE E.-STANDARD ERRORS OF COVERAGE-ERROR STA'I'ISTICS 

FOR OccuPmD DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE UNITED S'rATES, 

DY TENURE, URBAN AND RURAL, AND BY REGIONS: 1950 
[Hange of 2 chances out or 3) 

ReRlon, tenure, and residence 

United States_---- __________________ 

Northeast. ________ -- --- ___ ----- __ ----- _ ---
North ContrnL ...• ----------------------
South ... _______________ --- ---- --- - . ---- - --
West ... __________ --- --- ________________ . _. 

TENURE BY RESIDENCE 

All occupied unit•-----------------·-
Urban ____________ . _______________ ... _____ ._ 
Hurni nonfnrm .. ----------------------- ___ 
Hurni farm ______ --------------------------

Owner-occupied unit•------------- ___ 

Urban ..... -----------------·-------------Hurni nonfnrm ... _. ____ --- ____________ ---·-
Rural fnrm. ____________ --------------------

Renter-occupied units _______ . ________ 

Urban .... _____________________ ----- _______ 
Rurnl nonfurm ___________________ ---------
Rm·nlfarm ________________________________ 

-----

Estimnted standard error of specified 
types or coverage orror 

!--------·----------
Erroneously Erroneously N ct under· 
omitted in Included In enumerutlon 

census census Jn census 

85, 000 52,000 92, 000 

42, 000 10, 000 45, 000 
30, 000 14, 000 38, 000 
42, 000 15, 000 43, 000 
49, 000 44, 000 57, 000 

85, 000 52, 000 92, 000 
------

74, 000 50, 000 83, 000 
28,000 12, 000 31, 000 
21,000 5, 000 21, 000 

40,000 11,000 ,0, 000 

29, 000 8, 000 30,000 
21, 000 5, 000 21, 000 
13, 000 5, 000 14, 000 

64, 000 48, 000 72,000 

50, 000 47, 000 08, 000 
20, 000 o, 000 22, 000 
14, 000 2, 000 14,000 
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