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PREFACE

Thig report presents statistics on characteristics of dwelling units by blocks for the
city, The tabulations ave based on data from the 1950 Census of Housing, taken as of
April 1, 1950. Authorization for the 1960 Census of Housing as part of the Seventeenth
Decennial Census was provided by the Housing Act of 1949, approved July 15, 1949.

The major portion of the information compiled from the 1950 Census of Housing ap-
pears in Volume I, General Oharacteristics; Volume IX, Nonfarm Housing Characteristios;
Volume III, Farm Housing Charecteristics; Volume IV, Residential Finoncing; and Vol-
ume V, Block Stetistics, Volume V conslsts of separate reports, issued as bulleting for each
of the 209 cities which in 1940 or in a subsequent census had a population of 50,000 or more.
These reports will not be bound into.a single publication,

The subjects covered in both the 1950 and 1940 ieports on characteristics of dwelling
units by blocks are substantially similar,

This report wag prepared under the direction of Howard G. Brunsman, Chief, Popula-
tion and Housing Division, and Wayne ¥. Daugherty, Assistant Chief for Housing.
Robert C. Hamer, Chief, Quality and Hquipment Statisticg Section, was in charge of
coordinating the content and the format of the report with agsistance from Carl A. 8, Coan,
Chief, Inventory Statistics Section; Floyd D. McNaughton, Chief, Bouipment and Facilities
Unit; Beulah Washabaugh, Chief, Tenure and Vacancy Unit; and Walter A, Hines. The
compilation of the statistics was under the supervision of Robert B, Volght, Assistant Chlef
for Operations.

The collection of the information on which these statistics are based was under the
supervision of Lowell T. Galt, Chief, F'ield Division. The geographic work, including the
agsignment of all block numbers and the preparation of maps, wag under the supervision
of Clarence . Batschelet, Chief, Geography Division. The data were tabulated under the
supervision of C. ¥, Van Aken, Chlef, Machine Tabulation Division.

March 1952.
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BLOCK STATISTICS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

VYolume V of the Reports on Housing consists of a separate
report for each of the 209 cities which in 1940, or in a subse-
guent census prior to 1950, had a population of 50,000 or more.
Each report presents for the city, by blocks, tabulations for a
limited number of subJects obtained in the Census of Housing.
The subjects in these reports are similar to those in the block
statistics supplements to Volume I of the reports of the 1940
Censns of Housing, The subjects in thig report .present the
number of dwelling units classified by occupancy and tenure,
condition and plumbing facilities, persons per room, color of
ocenpants, average contract monthly rent of renter-occupied and
selected vacant units, and the average value of one-dwelling-unit
owner-occupied and selected vacant structures. In table 1, the
statistics for thesé subjects are summarized for the city. Table 2
containg the statistics for wards; these are the only statistics
for wards that will be published {rom the 1950 Census of Housing,
In table 3, the data are presented by blocks within wards and
block areas. Maps identifying the location of each block and
the ward boundaries are a part of this report.

Related reports.—Related statistics for this city arve contained
in the Reports on Housing, Volume I, General Characteristics;
and in the Reports on Population, Volume I, Number of Inhabit-
ants, and Volume II, Oharacteristics of the Populaiion,

The Reports on Housing for each State in Volume I present data
on the characteristics of dwelling units for the State by resi-
dence (urban, rural nonfarm, and rural farm), for standard
metropolitan areas, urbanized areas, counties, for urban plnces,
places of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabitants, and rural-nonfarm and rural-
farm dwelling units for each county. Xach report includes the
- following subjects: occupancy, tenure, race of occupants, type of
structure, year built, condition and plumbing facilities, water
supply, toilet and bathing faecilities, number of rooms, nurnber of
persons, persons per room, electric lighting, heating equipment,
heating and cooking fuels, refrigeration equipment, kitchen sink,
radio, television, and, for nonfarm units, the contract monthly
rent, gross monthly rent, and value of one-dwelling-unit
structures,

Yolume I of the Reports on Population shows the 1950 population
of each county and of each minor eivil division within the county.
It also contains figures for each incorporated place, for each unin-
corporated place with 1,000 or more {nhabitants, and for incor-
porated places of 5,000 or more by wards, A special series of
tables presents data for each urbanized area giving the incorpo-
rated places and portions of minor civil divisions within it,

Volume II of the 1950 Population Reports containg statistics
on the general characteristics of the population, Chapter A of
this volume repeats the figures on number of inhabitants as shown
in Volume I; Chapter B presents demographic, economie, and
socialcharacteristics of the population ; and Chapter C gives more
detated  cross-classifications for States and large cities and
standard metropolitan areas. ‘

Use of data—The tabulation of housing characteristics for areas
as small as city blocks provides descriptive material of consider-
able value for technical studies of housing in the city. The
statistics will be useful in compiling totals for special types of
areas that may be defined to meet the requirements of individual
investigators. Users of the data should bear in mind that in
142

practically all cases the data for a given block represent the work
of only one enumerator. Consequently, housing characteristics
for Dlocks are subject to a wider margin of error than is to be
expected in the figures for tracts or wards which represent
returns made by a number of enumerators, Misinterpretation of
instructlons by one enumerator may cause n significant biag in
the statistics for a block even though it may have & negligible
effect upon the figures for larger areas.  In particular, the enu-
meration of “condition” depended to a considerable extent upon
the Judgment of the individual enumerator. Also, failure to indi-
cate the correct block numuber for a significant number of dwell-
ing units mny introduce errors into the bloek data.

Comparability with 1840 Honsing Census data.—In the 1040
Census of Housing, reports entitled “Block Statistics” were issned
as supplements to the first series of Housing bulletins, These
snpplements consisted of separate reports for each of the 191
citles which had §0,000 inhabitants or more in 1930,

In the 1950 reperts, the block numbers used are different, in
most cases, from those used in the 1040 reports. Therefore, to
compare 1940 and 1950 data for a given block, it is necessary
to locate the block on the maps to obtain the cor responding 1940
and 1950 block numbers.

The subjects in both the 1940 and 1950 reports are substantially
similar. However, data on number of structures, year built, and
mortgage status huve been omitted from the 1950 report. Fuar-
thermore, in the 1940 reports average contract or estimated
monthly rent was reported for all dwelling units while in 1950
average contract monthly rent {s reported for some, and average
value for other, dwelling units,

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

More detailed and complete definitions are presénted in Vol-
ume I of the Housing Reports.

Dwelling unit—In general, o dwelling unit is a group of rooms
or a slngle rooin, oceupied or intended for occupancy as separate
living quarters, by a family or other group of persons living
together or by a person living alone.

A group of rooms, occupiéd or intended for occupancy as sepu-
rate living guarters, is a dwelling unit if it has separate cooking
equipment or a separvate entrance. A single room, occupied or
intended for occupancy as separate living quarters, is a dwelling
unit if it bas separate cooking equipment or if it constitutes the
only living quarters in the structure, Also, each apartment in
a regular apartment house is a dwelling unit even though it may
not have separate cooking equipment, Excluded from the dwell-
ing unit count are large rooming houses, institutions, dormitories,
and transient hotels and tourist courts.

In the 1940 Census, 4 dwelling unit was defined as the living
quarters occubied or intended for occnpancy by one household,
A houéehola consisted of a fomily or other group of persons liv-
ing together with common housekeeping arrangements, or a person
living entirely alone. However, the enumerator was not ex-
plicitly instructed to define rooms as dwelling units on the basis
of cooking equipment or separate entrance,

The number of dwelling units in the 1900 Census may be
regarded ag comparable with the number of dwelling units in the
1940 Census. Some living quarters may have been classified as
separate dwelling units in the one census and not in the other,
Further, in the 1950 Census, llving quarters with five or more

1



2 HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS 2

lodgers were not tabulated as dwelling units; generally, such
quarters were included in the 1940 dwelling unit count. How-
ever, the net effect of these changes is probably smalil.

Ocoupancy and tenunre—~Dwelling units are clasgified by occu-
pancy and tenure into four groups: owner-occupied; renter-
occupied; vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale;
and other vacant and nonresident, A dwelling unit is classified
as owner-occupied if it was owned wholly or in part by the head
of the household or by some related member of his family living
in the dwelling unit. All other occupied units are classified as
renter-occupied whether or not cash vent was. actually paid for
living quarters. Rent-free units and living accommodations. re-
ceived in payment for services performed are thus included with
the renter-occupied units, :

A dwelling unit is considered vacant if no pergons are living
in it at the time of enumeration. New units not yet occupied
were enumerated as vacant dwelling unitg if- construction had
proceeded to the.extent that all the exterior windows and doors
were installed and final usable floors were in place. The classi-
fication “Vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale”
is descriptive of the vacant dwelling units reported in this classi-
fication.” ‘“‘Other vacant and nonresident” units include all dilapi-
dated and seasonal vacant units as well as the not dilapidated
units which were not for rent or sale.

Because of changes in enumeration procedures, the counts of
total vacant units in 1940 and 1950 are not strictly comparable,
In 1940, vacant units were enumerated if they were habitable;
units uninhabitable and beyond repair were excinded from the
enumeration. - In 1950, units weve included regardless of condi-
tion if they were intended for occupancy as living quarters,
Therefore, no comparigon ghould be made between the data on
“yacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale” units from
the 1950 Census and data in the 1940 Census reports.

In both censuses, dwelling units occupied entirely by non-
residents were included with vacant units not for rent or sale,
Trailers, tents, houseboats, and railroad cars which were vacant
were excluded from the dwelling unit inventory in both 1950 and
1040,

Condition and plumbing facmties——Data on conditmn of a
dwelling unit are ‘shown in combination with data for selected
plumbing facilities and are,.therefore, limited to units for which
both condition and plumbing facilities are reported. Plumbing
facilities include water supply, toilet facilities, and bathing
facilities.

The category ‘‘with. private bath” includes those dwelling units
reported with both a flush toilet and a bathtub or shower inside
the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit.
The category “no private bath” includes those dwelling units not
having private fiush toilet or not having private bathing facilities,
The “no running water” category includes units with ohly piped
running water outside the structure or with only other sources
such as a hand pump.

A, dwelling unit is “dilup1datu1” when it is run-down or neg-
lected, or is of inadequate original construction, so that it does
not provide adequate shelter or protection against the elements
or it endangers the safety of ‘the occupants,

Persons per room.—The number of persons per room hag been
computed for each occupied dwelling unit by dividing the number
of persons in the dwelling unit by the number of rooms in the
dwelling unit. All persons enumerated in the Population Census
as members of the household, (ihcluding lodgers, servants, and
other nonrelated persons) are counted in determining the num-
ber of persong that occupy the dwelling unit. The number of
rooms In the dwelling unit'includes all rooms available for Uving
quarters throughout the year. Not counted as rooms are bath-
rooms, closets, pantries, halls, sereened porches, and unfinished
rooms in the basement and attic.

Color of oecupants.—Occupied dwelling units are classmed by
color of head of household according to the definition used in the

1950 Census of Population. The group designated as ‘‘nonwhite"
congists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and other non-
white races. Persons who are not definitely Indian or of other
nonwhite race ave classified as white.

Contract monthly rent—Contract monthly rent is the rent, at
the time of enumeration, contracted or by the renter regardiess
of whether it includes furniture, heating fuel, electricity, cooking
fnel, witer, or personal services.

Monthly rent for vacant dwelling units is the amount asked
for the dwelling unit at the time of enumeration, The average
monthly rent relates to renter-occupied dwelling units and vacant
nonseasonal not dilapidated units for rent, Dwelling units which
are occupied “rent—flee“ are not included with the unlts reporting
rent,

Value of one-dwelling-unit structures,.—Average value 18 shown
for owner-occupled dwelling unpits and vacant nonseasonal not
dilapidated units which are for sale only, Value is shown only
if the unit is in a one-dwelling-unit struecture without business
and if it is the only dwelling unit included in the property. The
value represents the amount for which the owner estimates that
the property, including such land as belongs with it, would sell
under ovdinary conditions and not at a forced sale. For vacant
units, value is the sale price asked by the owner,

Number reporting,—Qccupancy and tenure are reported for all
(welling unlts, and color of oecupunts is reported for ail occupied
units. The corresponding distributtons for these subjects in
table 1 are based on. all dwelling units and on occupled units,
respectively, For all other subjects, the distributions are based
on the units for which the specific charncteristies are reported,
that is, the "Number reporting.”

The number of dwelling units for which the enumerator ob-
tained no report on a particular item 18 shown for the city totals
only; however, the number “not reported’” can easily be derlved
for each area in tables 2 and 8 by subtracting the number report-
ing from the total number of dwelling uniis (or total cecupied)

Block identification.—A map or series of maps is inciuded in
this report showing block numbers for each block, number nnd
letter designations for wards and block areas, and the names of
principal streets,

Blocks are identified by serial numbers, a separate series of
numbers being used for each ward ox for a group of wards. Thus,
the location of each block for which data are presented in table 3
may be determined by referring to the ward and block number
shown on the map. Similarly, data for a specific block may be
located in the table by reference to the wmap for the identification
numbers of the ward and block,

In some cities “block areas” have heen established to facilitnte
the numbering of blocks in groups of less than 1,000, This wmay
cause a break in the gequence of block numbers within a ward.
Where this occurs each part of the ward that is in a separnte
block areq is distinguished on the map, and in the table the daia
are shown for blocks in numerical order within each block aren
section of the ward, When a boundary of a ward cuts through
a block separating the block into segments, the statistics for each
segment are tabulated in the ward in which it is physleally
located on the map. In such cases, to ¢btain the statisties for
the entire  block it iz necessary to ndd the statisties for all
segments,

If no dwelhng units are reported for a block, the bloek number
is not listed in table 8, although it 1s shown on the map, Dwelling
units for which the block number was not reported are indieated
in the table by the symbol “NR,” ‘Detalled datn are not shown
for such dwelling units, nor for blocks containing fewet than three
dwelling units. Average monthly rent iy not shown when the
monthly rent was reported for fewer than three dwelling units,
Average value is not shown when the. value of one-dwelling-unit
properties was reported for fewer than three dwelling units.
All dwelling units are-included, however, in the statistics for the
tity and for each ward. -




PEORIA, ILL.
Table 1.—~CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR THE CITY: 1950

Subject Number Percent Subject Number Percent
QCCUPANCY AND TENURE PERSONS PER ROOM
All dwelling u0IS . wwecmmom s mccm e cmmma oo 34,481 100.0 Occupied dwelling units ... 33,839 sen
Owner pied R 18,208 53.1 Number reporting.- - 33,387 100,0
Renter oceupied ... R 15,541 45,1 1,50 or lesa.... 31,968 95,7
Vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale__ 299 0.9 1.51 or more._ 1,419 4.3
Other vacant and NONTESIAeNt. v v ev o ccece s cvrer oo %3 1.0 Not reported. 452 .
CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES CONTRACT MONTHLY RENT
All dwelling wndts. oo oo et 34,481 ‘er Rent - ‘o oL not dilen- |
N 33,907 g enter-geoupied, and vacant nonseasonal not dilap-
Nt{ai:ﬁr;ggg’;ﬁﬁg oo 25,419 l(fs’.g idated units, for rent—Number reporting... ... ... 14,875 e
g: fﬂ:g;;::‘:&rw&hd‘;‘i‘m}fa. vsntur, not i E'gg}z lg.g Total contract monbhly TN m o commean s dollars . 654 ,438 e
...... 3 d
Clondition or plumbing facilities not reported.........----- 5% ver Average saonthly renf...owcue oo dallors. A o
No private bath or dilapidated ------coccemecacereens- B8 | 25,0 VALUE OF ONEDWSLLING-UNIT STRUCTURES
COLOK OF OCCUPANTS i CQwmer-ocoupied,! and vacant nonscasonsl not dilap-
Occupied dwelling UR{tSemn o nn e e eeeaenmneeemmenn 33,829 100.0 idnted units, for sate only—Number reporting...... 14,808 e
White-enunnnn ammm——————— SRR 32,416 95,8 Tatal vaiue or snle Prico. ... ccoceceonoonnn. ... dollars.. 141,309,300 ‘s
Nonwhibe . o immeruecsnar s iase e 1,423 4.2 AVErARS VAIMO oo e e mm e m e nn dollars__ 9,543 e

1 Restricted to 1-dwelling-unit propertiea.

Table 2~CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING BY WARDS: 1950

N lling units :
All dwelling units by occupancy All dwolling . ; ! Contract monthly | Value' of one-dwelling-
and tenure ¥ ‘gﬂm;g;l}:zlﬂfgs Ocoupied dwelling units rent! Unit sbructures
Vacant : Porsons per
Ward non- | Other No. No room 0 A
sopsonal | vacant - run- Gt . e Average
Total Owner | Renter not and Number | private | ning |- p0 0y pied | Number [ menthly | Number valus
' ocoupied |ocoupied | gitap, reporting | bath or | water 151 | by non- |reporting rent reporting
o l‘((); n]:n’t. n_(:ln- 4 dilap, or N umﬁgr or | white (dollars) (dollars)
O ey | rosiden dilap. reporting | oo
TOTAL [34481 |[18298 15541 99 43 |33907 {8488 |[1967 (33839 335387 1419|L423114875 440014808 9,543
3
1 2556 {1069 (1443 ig 26 R5085 8881169 | 2512 | 24707108 16 9 E i
2 3474 |RRB3 11850 17 a4 3449 317 {8 343313382 33 5 :}.ié% gggg 15%3 13:%2';
3 3482 618 {2783 45 36 33544 1185422743401 (3305{R78 B76|2686 4524 287 7028
4 3784 |lL684 11973 52 45 3690 687|118 | 36573603141} 2611883 543511135 11.882
5 §B867 (4345 (1447 26 49 5814 291 3EIS5T79R (57286 42 201351 5819 3814 18973
[ 3355 ))1.685 |1610 23 37 3298 110QR2 3453295 |3279]166] 39711546 345711410 5870
7 2345 531 |17556 27 32 Q303 1344733912286 2263|249 32011686 3867 289 5365
8 4030 (2116 (1823 53 38 397R 11050 [290(3939 (3202|220 8511762 338311816 6415
9 2675 1!_56'7 966 18 87 2633 873|258 |2633 [ g617 1R TL 943 340611421 7.568
10 2943|2300 591 23 .R9 RBoOY 431 (1224|2891 (2850 6 ) 2 554 4525 2092 9.589

For renter - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilnpidated ﬁnit,a,lor ront.

3For owner - ocoupied dwelling urits and vacant nonsoasonal not dilapidated units, for sale only,



HOUSING—~BLOCK STATISTICS
Table 3—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR WARDS, BY BLOCKS

[Detailed statistics nnt showp for blocks containing fewer than 8 dwelling units, nor for dwelling units not allocated by blocks (designated by NR)|

1950
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IFor renter - occupied dwelling units and vecunt nonseasonal not dilapidated units,for rent.
*For owner - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units, for sale only.
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HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS

Table 3—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR WARDS, BY BLOCKS
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