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An all~time record pbpulation growth of
about 19 million took place  in continen-
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tal United States in the 10 years ending
April 1, 1950, according to a preliminary
count of the vreturns of the 1950 Census

reported +today by Roy V.
tor, Bureau of the Census,

} j Commerce.

The Census returns for 1950 include
150,555,692 inhabitants of continental United
States, as compared with 131,669,275 in
1940, The preliminary figure for 1950 in-
cludes 149,855,592 persons counted in the
48 States and the District of Golumbie and
/ an estimated 700,000 pergons for whom cen-
% === Sus returns have not yet been completely
distributed to the proper State of resi-
dence. The latter group consists mainly of
crews of American vessels in ports of the
United States and transients enumerated
away from home. Military opersonnel and
their dependsnts overseas, crews of Amer-
ican vessels at sea or in foreign ports,
and American civilians in foreign countries
are not included in this total., An earlier
report showing the 1950 population of the
United States +o be 150,520,000 has been

Peel, Direc=-
Department of

i

revised slightly +to include  delayed re-
twms and to eliminate a small number of

duplications,

The TUnited States in 1950 had nearly
twice as many ‘inhaebitants as it 4id in 1900,
50 years earlier., For the first R0 to 25
Jears of this period fairly heavy net
immigration and natural increase, that is
the excess of births over deaths, resulted
in relatively large population increases.
With the advent of legislation prescribing
immigration. quotas, net immigration grew
less and Tess important as a source of
population increase, After 1930, natural
increase came +to_accownt for virtuslly all
of the nation's population increase. During
the thirties, natural increase, too, fell
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POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES BY REGIONS,
DIVISIONS, AND STATES: APRIL1, 1950

(The figures in‘this report are preliminary counts of population as compiled in field offices,
Comparable figures for areas within States have been published in Series FC-2, Nos. 1-49)

off as economic depression gripped +the
country; and the population increase for the
decade amounted <+to less than 9 million es
compared with about 17 million din the pre-
ceding 10 years, Between 1940 and 1950,
however, there wes a spectacular increase
of almost 18 million, or more than twice
the inerease of the thirties, Tt now ap=-
pears +that the severe slackening of popu-
lation growth during the thirties did not
portend a gharp alteration of the previous
trend, but more likely & +temporary devi-
ation from that trend.

FEGIONS AND DIVISIONS

As in the past, the West led the four
regions of the United States in rate of
population growth during the last 10 years.
Between 1940 and 1950 the West had a 30.8
percent increase in population whereas no
other region incressed by more than 12.6
percent. Throughout %he last 100 yeers,
census returns consistently have pointed to
the West as the region outstripping =211
others in rate of population gain.,  Now,
for +the first time, the numerical Iinter-
censal inerease in the population of the
West, 5,528,962, has also exceeded the nu-
merical inerease in any other region. Most
of the increase in the West, 4,832,197,
ook place in the Peeific Division, the
Stetes bordering the Paecific Ocean. In the
Mountain Division, the increase was only
896,765. The Pacific and Mountain Divisions
surpassed all other divisions with respect
o rates of populstion increase in the last
10 years, the former having an increase of
47,6 percent, and the latier an increase of

' 21.6 percent.

Second among the regions with respect to
both amount znd rate of population incresse
is the Soubth, which had a gainof 5,265,453,
or 12.6 percent, Much of this gain took
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place in the South Atlantic Division which
increased hy 3,207,962, or 18,0 percent,
and in the West South Central Division
which gained 1,405,610, or 10.8 percent.
In the ZEast South Central Division there
was only a relatively smell inecresse,
851,881, or 6.0 percent. By and large, the
prominent population gains in the South
ocecurred in the States bordering +the At~
lantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, On
the other hand, the South also had a number
of areas with population losses. Three of
the only four States 1in the entire coun-
Try which had population losses are in the
South. ‘

The vremaining two regions, +the North

Central and Northeast, hed moderate changes,
The North Central Region dincreased by
4,086,431, or 10.2 percent, and the North-
east by 3,305,471, or 9.2 percent. In the
North Central Region, <‘he more prominent
increases occurred in the Rast North Cen-
tral Division which gained 3,608,589, or
13.86 percent. The West North Central Divie
sion also increased, but by only 477,842,
or 3,5 percent. In the Northeast the bulk

of the population increase +took place in

the already heavily populated Middle Atlan-
tic Division which gained 2,487,114, or 9.0
percent.

STATES

The preliminary population counts from
the 1950 Census show New York to be the
largest and Nevada +to be +the smellest
State, Jjust as has been +the camse since
1890, 1In between these extremes, however,
there has been a considerable rearrangement
of the rank of the States with respect to
total population. Thirteen States and the
District of Columbia mow rank higher than
in 1940, whereas 21 other. States “have
dropped inm rank during the -laejE 10 years.

Vo300

California had the most conspicuous change.
in renk, becoming the second largest State
in the United States. Its position in 1940
was fifth. Florida and Weshington each
moved 7 positions upward in rank, Arizona 8
positions upward, and Maryland 4 positions
upward . Only one State, Arkensas, had a
sharp drop in rank with respect <to total
population, falling from 24th to 30%th place.

California surpassed all other States
with respect 1o both amount and rate of
population increase. Between 1940 and 1950,
California had a population increase of
3,582,683, or 51.9 percent. Oregon and
Washington which had. increases of 38.8 per-
cent and 36,1 percent, respectively, and
California  comprise +the fastest growing
section of the country dmring the last 10
Jears. In the southern portion .of the
Mountein Division, Arizona, Nevada, ¥ew
Mexico, and Utah forumed a second area of
rapid population increase with recorded
gains ranging from 24.8 percent for Utah %o
49.3 percent for Arizona. A third center
of heavy population increase is located in
and near +he seat of the United States
Government. The District of Columbia, Mery-
land, and Virginia each had incresses of
more than 20 percent. The only other State
with a population increase of more +than
one~-fifth .was Plorida which increased by
846,328 or 44,8 percent., This high rate

“of growth was - unique %o Florida din i%s

corner of the country; neither of its
neighboring States had rates of increase as
great as 10 percent.

. Only four States, Arkansas, Mississippi,
¥orth Dakota, and Oklehoma, had population
losses. Three of these States were in the
South and one in the Noxth Central Regionj
all four States were predominantly rural
and all were located between the Mississippl
River end the Rockies.
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1790 TO 1950

Table 1.--POPULATION AND AREA OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES:

Increase over
Census date Population preceding census
Number Percent
1950 (April 1)..s.veee..| 150,555,592 | 18,886,317 14.3
1940 (April 1)eeeevas...| 131,669,275 8,894,229 7.2
1930 (April L)e...vesees| 122,775,046 | 17,064,426 16.1
1920 (January 1)........| 105,710,620 | 13,738,354 14.9
1910 (April 15)e.uues.ss| 91,972,266 | 15,977,691 21.0
1900 (June L)esesssssss.| 75,994,575 | 13,046,861 20,7
1890 (June 1)e.uvennsaas| 62,947,704 | 12,791,931 25.5
1880 (June 1)eu.evsassss| 50,155,783 | 11,597,412 30.1
1870 (June 1)eeeeaea.oss| 38,558,371 7,115,050 22.6
1860 (June L)eeessnsaces 31,443,321 8,251,445 35.6
1850 (June L1)essesssse..) 23,191,876 6,122,423 35.9
1840 (June 1)eevesvseses] 17,069,453 4,203,433 32,7
1830 (June L)eveeesseens| 12,866,020 3,227,567 33.5
1820 (August 7)evereenss 9,638,453 2,398,572 33.1
1810 (August 6)eensevass 7,239,881 1,931,398 36.4
1800 (August 4)eescevons 5,308,483 1,379,269 35.1
1790 (August 2)seeecenss 3,929,214 - -

1 Includes an estimated 700,000 persons enumerated away from
home who have not yet been allocated to thelr State of usual

residence.
Table 2.--POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES BY REGIONS, DIVISIONS, AND STATES: 1950 AND 1940
(A minus sign (-) denotes decrease)
Population Increase, 1940 to 1950
Area Preliminary :
» count, Ap i;iol’ Number Percent
April 1, 1950
United StateSessieieeeresnanrens 150,555,592 131,669,275 18,886,317 14.3

Not yet allocated to States.....eoesns 700,000 - - -
Total of State figUreS.evesssevesceces 149,855,592 131,669,275 18,186,317 13.8
Regiona: .

NOTEREAS e sttt e e vnnrniennrenns 39,282,248 35,976,777 3,305,471 9.2

NOTTh Centralavesesvesennseneneenns 44,229,763 40,143,332 4,086,431 10.2

SOULR. vttt eiit e e raeeeatas 46,931,354 41,665,901 5,265,453 12.6

Wemty ettt iiiatinneraennnnnnrnnns 19,412,227 13,883,265 5,528,962 39.8
Northeast: )

New Englande.e.uicesseunenesanennes 9,255,647 8,437,290 818,357 9.7

Middle AtlaniiC..iveseeseenneaness 30,026,601 27,539,487 2,487,114 9.0
Horth Central:

Eagt North.Centralive.eveeeesssons 30,234,931 26,626,342 3,608,589 13.6

West North Central..iueeieseonenss 13,994,832 13,516,990 477,842 3.5
South: »

South Atlantic..iv.eevrenneensonns 21,031,113 17,823,151 3,207,962 18.0

East South Centrals...eveeeseseess 11,430,106 10,778,225 651,881 6.0
" tWest South Centraleeeeserecnceess 14,470,135 13, ’ 064,525 1,405,610 10.8

es
e 5,046,768 4,150,003 896,765 21.6
Pacli‘ic....‘.......,.......,...... 14,365,459 9,733,262 4,632,197 47.6
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Table 2,--POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES BY REGIONS, DIVISIONS, AND STATES: 1950 AND 1940--Con.

(A minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

Population Increase, 1940 to 1950
Area Preliminary
count, April 1, 1940 Number Percent |
April 1, 1950 :
New England:
Malne. e visssrenraviasnsorarnsnses 910,456 847,226 63,230 7.5
New HampShiTes.eveseesorarrensnrss 529,880 491,524 38,356 7.8
Vermontesseessrssessnsracesareroes 375,833 359,231 16,602 4.6
MassachusetbSeiaieveivinsinracsnns 4,664,284 4,316,721 347,563 8.1
Rhode TS1and,suesssosesossasasanns 779,931 713,346 66,585 9.3
COMMECtiCUbarevacaranssensnronasas 1,995,263 1,709,242 286,021 16.7
Middle Atlantic:
NEW YOIKuueseasavossnssovsorvannae 14,741,445 13,479,142 1,262,303 9.4
New JerSeye. eseearonssncaassannen 4,822,528 4,160,165 662,363 15,9
Penngylvanid...cveeecisassnrenanns 10,462,628 9,900,180 562,448 5.7
East North Central: . '
Ohios.ess Ceetersesieriesireenens 7,899,095 6,907,612 991,483 14,4
TNAIANA. s e rnronsssnronasasssoons 3,921,213 3,427,796 493,417 144
T1LAN0i8essesnsnrnrannrannasonnnns 8,684,513 7,897,241 787,272 10,0
MiCRIZETs s v assversnnsonsnnasancns 6,308,7% 5,256,106 1,052,688 20.0
WiSCODEINa s s esvavarrvovrnrnrnnnns 3,421,316 3,137,587 283,729 9.0
«~eat North Central:
Minnesotassseesenavssesncseineeans 2,968,135 2,792,300 175,835 6.3
TOWBuseensnrrosssnrssasesssrornses 2,612,598 2,538,268 74.330 29
T 3,933,636 3,784,664 148,972 3.9
NOTth DakOtBysseaessrssenssrssones 617,965 641,935 -23,970 -3.7
SoUth DaKObBesssessrnrersrnensnons 650,029 642,961 7,068 1.1
NEDTBEKR s « e veassrsanennnsvnnons 1,318,079 1,315,834 2,245 0.2 1
KBNBES, s sensssacsnonrnssnsnsansses 1,894,390 1,801,028 93,362 5.2 ]
South Atlantic:
DELaWATCy s veursssnsnassssissnsares 316,609 266,505 50,104 18.8
Marylands.essereernsnsarosnsnsnces 2,324,243 1,821,244 502,999 27,6
District of CoOlumbias....coeveresss 797,670 663,091 134,579 20,3
Virginiae .seevesecrnnsarnsnrnnnans 3,270,322 2,677,773 592,549 22,1
West Virginiae...esisenininsnsenns 1,999,097 1,901,974 97,123 5.1
North Carolinfe..v.sveeseroranenas 4,038,814 3,571,623 467,191 13.1
South Carolinfeersesiearsrnsnenses 2,107,432 1,899,804 207,628 10,9
GeOTEiAusasororsrscsssniarcraranan 3,433,190 3,123,723 309,467 9.9
FLOTid8asssasenensaoroeinsnsosanas 2,743,736 1,897,414 846,322 44 .6
East South Central:
KeNBUCKY . o v ev e vvnsennsnrnss 2,921,708 2,845,627 76,081 2.7
TENNESBEE s s s v s aorsacstasensnsnrns 3,282,2M 2,915,841 366,430 12.6
ALabAMAL s v s enarorsarnsasrsnssrares 3,052,754 2,832,961 219,793 7.8
MiesioBipPie i verirnntnreoninneses 2,173,373 2,183,796 -10,423 0.5
West South Central:
ATKANBAS Y 14 ssvvavnsnnsnsnsmionanns 1,901,631 1,949,387 -47,756 -2.4
LOULS1aNAe e sssrsstisnrasneninrsans 2,667,022 2,363,880 303,142 12,8
OKLahOmE s s s s ssssnsusnsnsnsnsnionns 2,223,650 2,336,434 -112,784 ~4.8
TEXBEasasitaeonvsesonnnronsennnnns 7,677,832 6,414,824 1,263,008 19.7
Mountain:
MODtANA . s sasssaernrnsnrnesnnarase 587,337 559,456 27,881 5,0
1 - o T S 585,092 524,873 60,219 11.5
WYOMING s veesnvenennsesrssnnranens] 288,800 250,742 38,058 15.2
COLOTAAOM v v suenensersasassossnnn 1,318,048 1,123,296 194,752 17.3
e Y 677,152 531,818 145,334 27,3
ATiZ0N84carorntnirnisnsneraneannns 745,259 499,261 245,998 49,3
Utaha s ssansennnnoarernsernossennns 686,797 550,310 136,487 2.8
Nevadeessveerirerniennnsasaanaron, 158,283 110,247 48,036 43.6
Pacific: '
WaBhingtons .. eieseunennennncnasnen 2,363,289 1,736,191 627,098 36,1
T 1,512,100 1,089,684 422,416 38.8
CaLifOrNIAseessssnrsrassecennnnss 10,490,070 6,907,387 3,582,683 51.9
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Table 3.--RANK OF STATES ACCORDING TO POPULATION: 1950 AND 1940

1950 1940
. , —_—
Rank State @i miﬁgaﬂ Renk State Population
1 New YorKesesaeorasronssnes 14,741,445 1 New YorKeseeivaossesnesens 13,479,142
2 Californifeseseersnrccscne 10,490,070 2 Pennsylvania...seiseaseses 9,900,180
3 Pennsylvanit..seeseceessss 10,462,628 3 T11in0iBeasasresscasacscas 7,897,241
4 T11iN0184 e eenerranerenenss 8,684,513 4 | OliOeeeesesrsassencseronns 6,907,612
5 Chioeesceesoscesencscnaans 7,899,095 5 California.ceeceecenocsens 6,907,387
6 TS < V- 7,677,832 6 TEXABavesssesnscssssnsncns 6,414,824
7 | Mchigane.eeeeeeeesennoons 6,308, 79% 7| Michigan...eceeeeeasecenns 5,256,106
8 New JerSeYececscsesenansen 4,822,528 8 MageachusettSessenssncsans 4,316,721
9 MassachusettSeeeeeeassanns 4 664,284 9 New JErSEY¥esresasrsennsane 4,160,165
10 North Carolin8..c.veencess 4,038,814 10 MiBEOUTLavavereosssrnsoans 3,784,664
11 Migg0uUriseesseasasecsnones 3,933,636 1 North Carolin@ceescecsases 3,571,623
12 TNA18NA. e eeeasonenenaanns 3,921,213 12 | Indiand..eeeecessersecnacs 3,427,796
13 Georgifeesescreosossonnses 3,433,190 13 Wigseonsin.ccercessvsccence 3,137,587
14 Wisconsinee.ssusesorsoness 3,421,316 4 Georgideeecsesavvssnnsnnns 3,123,723
15 Tennesseescssescsssesnasss 3,282,271 15 TENNESECCeesssnnrsasssrvar 2,915,841
16 Virginiteeesarseosessanses 3,270,322 16 Kentuckyessesereansesnanes 2,845,627
17 ALEDAMA . o v v snveeennonnnss 3,052,754 17 |- AlEbEmALeeeecressienrsonen 2,832,961
18 MinnesotB.eeeisceeeensaonss 2,968,135 18 Minnesota.sesacanersasaces 2,792,300
19 Kentuckye eesseserassaonss 2,921,708 19 Virgini@..eeseovasesccnces 2,677,773
20 Floridaeesessassessaseenss| 2,743,736 20 TOWEessnsansnsssnasansanse 2,538,268
21 TouisianfB.ecceeveececacannr 2,667,022 21 Touisianfeieesvesssscrness 2,363,880
22 | TOWSweermrvrrnininiiieed| 2,612,598 | 22 | OKlEROmA...eereberesesnes 2,336,434
23 Washingtone seeeseessnsasss 2,363,289 23 | Mississipplesessecscccsees 2,183,796
24 MArylande.eeseseosssannsse 2,324,243 2 | ATKANBEE...ecesasrsiennene 1,949,38Z
25 OK1ANOMA. s e evevsaansemssn 2,223,650 25 West Virginis.iseescecsons 1,901,97
26 Mississippieesesesescnnsen 2,173,373 26 South Carolinf..ecssess e 1,899,502
27 South Carolinf.....eeesees 2,107,432 27 | Florddf.seeceeeessssassnss 1,297,21»4
28 West VIrginif....eeee.ssss 1,999,097 28 | Marylande..eceesscssesenss l’sg%'ozs
29 Comnecticubeesereerrasnnes 1,995,263 29 KANE8Baae sssssasnssanssnes 1, 36,191
30 ATKanBa8.ssssetsanssscnses 1,901,631 30 Washington..eessevenoccene 1,7 5
31 KANBASe i veneenacanssosnsss 1,894,390 31 ConnectiCUbessseeraranaess i,ggg,ggi
32 Oregone.secennesss cesseses 1,512,100 32 Nebraskfie.eseasosssanssons 1’123,296
33 Nebraska..... vesvnes 1,318,079 33 C0LOTAAO casvsosnssrossars 1’089’684
34 ColoradOsseeassscesnvenss . 1,318,048 34 Oregonsssessrsssssscascrece ’84’7’226
35 | Maine....ceceeivesesnnsnns| 910,456 35 | Malne..ieecsessessnecsnens )
36 Distriet of Columbif...... 797,670 36 "Rhode IS18NA.sccecssasnose 713,346
37 | Riode ToLandenmmeeernes molon | 37 | District of Columbia...... 663,091
38 | AriZonS.....eeeeeeeneecens 745,259 | 38 | South Dakobd...........rs 641,935
39 Utahll---‘0-....-0.0--...0.0 686}797 39 North Dako'tau...-.‘...,.... 559,456
40 New MeXiCOserereessnasnnna 677,152 40 MONtENA. vevsassonssasnnass 3
41 South DakotBeseessscesssas 650,029 41 171 T ggg,?&g
42 | North Dakotsiie.sieessses 617,965 42 | New Mexioo,.....overess 524,873
43 | MOmBANA.......eeeseieosens 587,337 43 | Tdaho..cow.crnrenrentern 499,261
44 | I88NOu.ieisiienenersacanes 585,092 44 | Arigom8...seeceecerecesees 491’ 524
45 New Hampshire.eecseessscse 529,880 45 New Hampghire....secoecess N
46 Vermonte.eeceesssoassocans 375,833 46 Vormontes sesssevossnvasass ggg,%g%
47 | Delaware........eieesecens 316,609 47 | Delaware.....ceooeess ot 250, 742
48 | WYOWANG....vsusensmeennens 268,800 | 48 | Wyomlhge.....oseemeneeets 110,247
49 Nevada.cceveoscaananonsnne 158,283 .49 NevBAfeesessssscanssasross ¥




-6 -

Table 4,--RANK OF STATES ACCORDING TO AMOUNT AND PERCENT OF CHANGE IN POPULATION

BETWEEN 1940 AND 1950

(A minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

Rank

accord-
ing to
amount

change

State

Population
change,
1940 to

1950

Rank
aecord-
ing to

percent
of
change

State

Percent of
change in
population,

1940 to

1950
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“ Nevad@esisweoaisvaescas

Californids.sssesencecncea
TeXaSseasseatassassanannss
New YOorKe.eoevesenssnanesna
Michigane.cvviassesssnrens
OhiCatasssoreranasesnna

Florid8seuivicsissassnsenne
I11inoiBecesassevnnansanra
New Jerseyae sserassvocsesa
Washingtone...o.v..
Virginigseis v ivsneeann

LR SR )

LR )

Pemnsylvania....esseneiens
Marglandeeeeeaseacensonase
Indiana....
North Carcolina....
Oregonsssessrassanoassvsne

N N R
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TeNNesSe s crsssnsrasennne
MassachusettSe s essnesseae
Georgidesiicieraenneesnnss
Louisiana....
Comnnecticut....v.uuns
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LI Y

Wisconsin,,....
ATIZON8ssaieiarocosnannans
AlabamAsscenraneraans
South Caroling..scecercenss
Colorado,...

sres e s
LR Y
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Minnesot8esviicaees
Missouri....
New MeXicOuvinienveveannas
Utahaeeetevenianrancerncnnnas
District of Columbia......

tssrarrsccsne

West Virginiae.eeeeesneese
Kansas....
KentucKkyYeeveioosnanacnenns
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Maine,..covenein vera
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Montanae . eiieissvonenns
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South Dakotfle.ssns.s )
Nebraska.....

seetsantatuangy

Migsissippiv.iciieseeossnns
North Dakotaeiiveevsnsnns,
ATKansas.eve .
OKLahOmAs s cavesesanecranes
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3,582,683
1,263,008
1,262,303
1,052,688

991,483

846,322
787,272
662,363
627,098
592,549

562,448
502,999
493,417
467,191

422,416

366,430
347,563
309,467
303,142
286,021

- 283,729
245,998
219,793
207,628
194,752

175,835
148,972
145,33
136,487
134,579

97,123
93,362
76,081
74,330
66,585

63,230
60,219
50,104
48,036
38,356

38,058
27,881
16,602
7,068
2,245

10,423
~23,970
| =47,756
-112,784
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