U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION
PRELIMINARY COUNTS

Washington 25, D. C.

FOR RELEASE

Febrvary 1, 1951

POPULATION OF URBANIZED AREAS: APRIL 1, 1950

(The figures in this report are preliminary counts of population as compiled in field
offices . and may differ from the verified population totals which are now being

Series PC-3, No.9

PRELIMINARBY

compiled.
in Series PC-9, No. 1)

One-quarter of the population of the
United States is concentrated in 12 ur-
banized areas of 1,000,000 inhabitants
or more with a combined population of
37,595,460, according to preliminary fig-
ures from the 1850 Census reported today
by Roy V. Peel, Director, Bureau of the

Census, Department of Commerce. -An ur-
hanized area consists of one o more
cities of 50,000 or more and all the

nearby closely settled suburban terri-
tory, or urban fringe, In all, 157 urban-
ized areas have been established and de-
fined by +the Bureau of the Census, ac-
counting for every city of 50,000 or more
population in 1940 or at a subseguent
special census conducted by the Bureau of
the Census prior to 1950. The total pop-
ulation of these 157 urbanized areas on
April 1, 1950, was 68,787,978,

The population in urbanized areas
represents a large part but not all of
the urban population of the country. Also
included in the urban population of 1950
were residents of incorporated and unin-
corporated places of 2,500 or more out~
gide of urbanized areas. Figures for the
total urban population will be given in a
forthecoming report in this series,

The 12 urbanized areas of 1,000,000
inhabitants or more and their populations
are as follows:

New York-Northeastern
New JOrSeY..eseresassa, 12,222,963

ChicBEZ0. . vesavarevsssss 4,902,801
L0S ANZEleS..eesnssaeoass 3,970,595
Philadelphifeeecsssosses 2,913,516
DEtTOitasyrnvovonsassans 2,644,476
BOStHOMeasesaresncrnsvnna 2,218,893

LES Y

Final population Tigures for the United States and each State are given

Sen Francisco-Oakland.... 1,997,308
PittSburgh, eesassaressses 1,525,966
St. LOUiSsseseerinsssases 1,394,051
Cleveland..ssreorunssesse 1,372,274
Washington, D. Ceeesu.aesa 1;281,572
BaltilmoTe. .esvvroarssoess 1,151,050

The combined population of the cen-
tral eities of all urbanized areas was
47,988,213, or 69.8 percent of the total
population of the areas. The proportion
of the population residing in the central
city or cities, however, varied greatly
between areas, renging from a low of 28,3
percent for the Wilkes-Barre Urbanized
Area to a high of virtually 1C0 percent
for the Beaumont Urbanized Area. There
were 79 urbanized areas with 80 percent
or moreof their population in the central
eity or cities, and 150 with half or more
of their population in central cities. OF
the seven urbanized areas with less than
half of the area population concentrated
in the central eltyorcities, four--those
having &as their central clties Boston,
Providence, Pittsburgh, and Wilkes-Barre--
were in the DNortheast, and three--Los
Angeles, Phoenix, and San Bernardlno—were
in the West.

The preliminary population counts
shown in this report represent the number
of persons enumeTated in each urbanized
area but not the  final verified popula-
tion totals. The final population totals
may differ from the preliminary . counts
hecmuse of the allocation to the place of
usual residence of persons who were epu-—
merated elsewhere, the inclusion of crews
of vessels docked within an area but not
included in the preliminary count, and
becanse of other revisions,
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DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Urbanized areas,~-The urbanized areas for
whioch data are presented in this report are
areas defined for the first time for use in the
1950 Census. - The major objective of the Bureau
of the Census in delineating these areas was to
provide a better separation of urban "and rural
population in the vieinity of the larger cltles.
All persons who resided in urbaniged areas on
April 1, 1950, are included in the urban popula-
tion in 1950. On the other hamd, the urban def-
Inition wused im the 1940 Census would have
ineiuded as urban only a portion of the persons
in urbanized areas, namely those whe 1lived in
incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more
and in a relatively few places designated as ur-
ban under special rules, In general, the effect
of the adoption of the urbanized area concept ig
to include in the urban population many. persons
living under distinetly urban
Immedlate environs of our larger cities who under
the 1940 rules would have been considersd as
part of the rural population. ‘

‘The following types of areas
in a oity's wurban fringe if they are contiguous
to the central city or if they are contiguous to
an area already included in the urbanized area.

1. Incorporated places with 2,500 inhab-
ltants or mere. ]

2. Incorporated 'plaees with fewer than
2,500 inbabitents containing an area with a
concentration of 100 dwelling wunits or more
with a density in this concentration of 500 ox
more per square mile. This density represents
approximately 2,000 persons per square mile
and normally is the minimum found associated
with a closely-spased street pattern.

8. Unincorporated territory with at least
B00 dwelling units per square-mile,

4. Terrltory devoted to commercial, in-
dustrial, transportational, recreational, and
other ' purposes fﬁnctionally related to the
central city.

In addition, ' outlying noncontiguous areas,
incorporated or unincorporated, meeting the res-
idential density requirements are included in

the urbanized area in the following cases., A1l °

’ outlyin'g areas ‘within 1% miles of the central
contliguous urban area, measured along the short-
egt connecting highway, are included. Also, any
outlying area within  one-half mile
outlying aerea, itself within 1% miles .of the
dentral contiguous urban ares, is inoluded.

b S

"been defined only for those citles having a pop-

- pubsequent special census conducted by ‘thebBureau?:;

. standard 'metropolitan areas.

conditions in the

are ineluded '

_and third most populous cities

- in the title.

of another
. New York City,

v Singe the delineation of the urbanized areed
had tp be -completed prior to the enumeration
date of the 1950 Census, urbenized areas have

ulation of 50,000 inhabitants in 1940 or at some

of the Cemsus. Two of the olties -for which

‘urbanized areas were defined--Fort Smith aml»:f]

Muskegon--fell below the 50,000 levelon April 1, .
1950; however, the urbanized areas for these
¢cities were retained in the urbanized area 1igt.
There were ,20 cities with a populatlon of less
than 50,000 in 1940 which passed that size by
1950 and which are not in any urbanized area, ‘

Relationghip with other kinds of areas,~
The urbsnized areags must be distinguished from
These, too, center
on cities of 50,000 or more but are in general
defined in terms of entire gounties. As a re-
sult an urbanigzed area tends to be comnsiderably:
smaller in area and somewhat smaller in popula~
tion than the standard metropolitan area heving
the same central city. Flgures for .the two.
types of areas are not comparable, ‘

In the 1940 Census and previous censuses
data were provided for a somewhat different kind
of areas centering on cities of 50,000 or more, :
the metropolitan district, The metropolitan
district was defined in terms of central clties
and adjacent minor civil dlvisions with a popu—
lation density of 150 or more per square mile.
Becauge of the-difference in definition, .flgures
for urbanized areas and metropolitan districts
are in general uot comparéble even though the
two kinds of areas may have considerable terri-
tory in common in specific cases. .

Central cities.~~Although en urbanized area
may conbain more than one .city of 50,000 or mora,
all cities of this size are not mnecessarily
central ¢ities. The largest city of an .area is
always a central city. In addition, the second
in the area Bay
qualify as central oities provided they bave
populations amounting to at least one-third of
the largest city in the area and have a minimum
of 25,000 inhabitants. = The nemes of the urban-
ized areas indicate the central oities of the
areas since the central citles always eppear
The one exception-to this rule
is the New York-Northeastern New Jersey Urban-—
ized Area of which the ocentral cities are
N, Y., Jersey City, N. 7., end
Newark, N, J.
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POPULATION™ OF URBANIZED AREAS: APRIL 1, 1950

Preliminary oount, 1960t Parcent
) Ty oount, 1980 of pop- ' Preliminary count, 1950% Percent
tion of pope
Urbanized a . Inside Outside |28
Ch Total central central | i0eide Urbanized area Inside Outside ﬁtion
oty or eity or °:2""1 Total central central %“
cities | oitles |SHY OF i olty or | oity or |o00brel
‘ clties cities cities °i‘€{ °r
. [ ee
Total, 157 urbanized 4
: Memphis, TomM....s..ss
aress... 60,767, 976]| 47,568, 213| 20,799,765| 9.8 | Hiaad, Farrreiriiiiniiiss|  d0.008] piciots  emionl] sas
oy ey © 865,130 - 278,180 91,941 74 || |[lweukes, Wim............... s23,430]  az,681 oot
Albag-roy, N %.ooooon| o ss0,009]  s060al|  01ee 710 Mirneapolis-St, Paul, Mimn...| 977,93 ees,7m|  1sle0| ses
entown-Bethlehem, Pa,..... 226,155 172,260 52,805 76.5 Mobile, AlB.sessssssrreersass 180,892] 127,151 53741 ’
Altoonz, Paveissssierrseesses 86,249 Montgotery, Ala............. > s 70.8
) 76,844 9,408 89.1 2 veene 108,03 105
Mile, T » s M 3 ,098 2,936 97.3
Rmha ﬂlo, XA 8. e e e ernnnsvens 73,985 73,787 198 99.7 skegon, Mich..,.icoheviinee 84,775 48,047 35, 728 56,7
A:l::b eéaN. Covenvennnnanas 57,658 52,208 5,450 90.5 ‘:laehville, TOMNe s srsvronrsnee 257,898 178,359 34:539 e7.2
Atlanta, Ga.oouicosiineness 502,204  ae7,090] 175,114l 5.1 ew Bedford, Mass............ 15,3 103,083 16,32 7.0
ALLSRGAG Gity, N Juoverenne | 105,228) 61,642 4a,584| 8.5 || New Britain-Brlstel, Comni...| — 122,618) 109,585} 13,062 89.3
Au“&“st;na,TGl;-------........... 87,828 71,507 16,316 8l.4 New Haven, ComMesicoviiirrrss 242,589t 163,344 :
s TOXBBusvsrrraesasrses 185,465 181,964 8,501 97.4 New Orleans, La....ooieeeens pdad | IR ;:,25:2 ZZ.:
. . H .
Baltdaors, Hh..oooooooneeos | 118,050 o40,205| 210,845 ‘1.7 || N¥ York-Northeastern N, J...| 12,222,063 ©,673,408] 3,648,560 70.1
Ba on tug,, Ia..,. . 137,108 188,957 13,151] 90.4 N gara Falls, N. Y....0vuees 97,6481 90,875 6,773 98.1
aumont, TEXAB. e verresansnes 93,746 93,715| - © 81 100.0 orfolk-Portsmouth, Va....... 351,3421 259,895 91,4470  74.0
Binghamton, Ne Yeevveeorsoers| - 144,570 81,132 63,438] 56,1 | Odlahosa City, Okla..........p- 273,424) 242,450 30,974] 88.7
Bost ! a0l imelves||  eselvao| 1s0j00 eel1 || uahas NeDE-...e....o....f BOSEOLL 247,408 58,08 808
Baswons &” .| 2,218i893[l  7e0)sea] 1,426,080 85.6 g’lﬂ"‘d": Fla. 72,572]] 51,626 20,746] 7.4
Bt g B one 159,352 78,602 67.0 eords, Tlhoeeeeeiinnises 154,084]| 111,528 4z,561 724
s : ,085 62,856 29,280 68.8 [| Philadelphia, Pa........e.uas ; :
BUffalo, No Yeevvmnnrenonions|  794j747||  sw7i8e8| 217,854 72.7 || Phoenix Pris . o v I st It IS
Canton, 0hio..veseeeranraroas 178,215 116,512 56,9 ? Trrseeesnes s 05,442) 108,693  45.2
c . ) 5,908 67.1 || Pittaburgh, PA........e..e...) 1,525,966 678,788  esz,208]  as2
c:dar Bapids, Towa..ss.ssesss 77,990 72,149 5,041 vm.5 || Fontise, Mioh... ..o 91,799 73,112 12,587 79.8
Charleston, 8. Cuyuveaevesss 116,441 68,243 48,198 8.6 || port Arbhut, Texag, coerpenns 81,768l 59,377 24,388|  70.2
Charlaston, We Variasrsorenns 130,122 72,618 57,804 56.0 Pc:ortland, Maine... 112,659 75,936 35,783]  €6.3
Charlotte, N. Coevviennnennns| 140,085 138,219 6,066 95.1 ortland, Oreg..... 509,120f  avl,0l})  188,105) 729
Chattanooga, Temn............| 167,091 100,388 36,698 78.0 Providence, By Ioo.ooooerea|  SBLEOT) 21,7001 aea,g0n) 42
Ghicago, HL....oovoussos: 4,902,801 8,608,436| 1,298,365 7s.5 ebla, Colo.... 73,102 63,561 9,541  EE.%
ci“eimmﬁi’ogﬁb“‘"""‘“‘ 808,021 500,510 307,611 61.9 Racine, Wis......cieveeennins 76,101 70,749 5,352]  93.0
eland, Ohie.. vo| 1,372274] 905,688 486,688 68.0 [I° Raleigh; N. C...... 68,19
Columbla, 5. Ourvvenveceneces | 119,747 85,949 sa,7og| 71.8 || Reading, Paw.............oeus 1521%73 1097082 P i
S 118,122 79,510 38,612| 67.5 || Richmond, Va................| 257,428l 229,908 257 e9.3
Columbus, Ohi0....veiieneeses 435,257(| 374,770 61,487 B5.9 || HOBNOKE, Tari. ceeoerieeeein 105,883} 91,088 14,754 86.0
mus Christl, Texas........ 1282, 854 108,058 1e,301| 88.3 Rochester, N. Y... 406,923 331,252 75,671 el.4
o 88, TeXABuersrsereanrsnss 536,864 432,927 103,937 80.6 Rockford, I11..... 121,723 92,503 29,280, 76,0
venport, Iowa-Rock Island- 3 Sacramento, Calif......ccuvve 210,081 185,761 74,820 4.6
Moline, T1l..e.susassensnnns|  198,788) 159,580 54,208 ge.3 || Saginaw, Mloh.....eeonien) 105,088 52,352 13,008 E7.7
Dayton, Ohia,.. aas,7ell{ 248,108 100,673 70.7 b, J0BEPh, MOusererisiesiees 73,280 78,572 3,708|  95.3
32“““”' ..o, 75,148 57801 Siaty| ao.a || St Lenis, Moo 1,804,051)| e52,623| 541,428 61.2
De:}v;:incm....... 495,513| 412,856 82,657 83.3 St. Petersburg, Fla..........| 113,378 95,712 17,6660  Bi.4
Des Xolne, Towa. 1sa.802)| 176,954 21,928| 9.0 || Salt Lake City, Utah.........| 226,860 181,78 15,162 801
s Miche.......vvnveess| 2,844,476 1,888,517  805,959) 69.5 San Antondo, TEXaB...........|  447,865) 406,611 40,85¢] 90,3
Duluth, Minn,-Superior, Wis 142, 344 189,157 3187 9v.8 San Bernardino, Calif... . 185,394 62,792 72,602 B4
X s .
g;rha.m, Ne Cervnnncereneaneen 72,369 70,807 z,062) 9o7.3 || oo ?.“5“{ CaLll, oo 413,274]| 821,485 91,783 77,8
E Paso, Texas. 186,430 130,003 s,4a7| 95.3 Sa.n Jra.nc ecoi-;)a nd, Calif.| 1,997,808] 1,141,329 855,974 t;:'i.l
rie, Pa......... 151,282{ 180,125 21)157) 86,0 || gan 20 CAlifu.vesesenseess| 175,988 95,044 80,939] 54,0
FEvansvme,_Ind..............‘ 183,200 109,869 29,331 @2.5 Sa}‘:a’“mt" Gantergnrmnenees 128,190( 118,689 B,801) 53,4
211 River, Mass.......eeers. 117,881 111,759 6,122| 94.8 chenectady, No Yooeeroonnsns 128,573 92,070 81,503 74.5
197,151 182,800 34,851 82.6 Scranton, Pa.... | zas,issl|  1m4,7a7| 110,375, B4
55, 947 47,864 8,083| @5.6 Seattle, Wash... .| eis,0a7] 462,400 150,807 5.1
Fort ¥ 189,529 182,840 6,689| 95.2 || Shreveport, La.......... 148,296 125,426 22,870 64.6
orth, TeXas....ere.ssss s1s,e72| 277,047 36,826 88.3 || Sioux City, IoWa......eereens 90,144 84,035 6,105 93.2
Fresno, CAlifu....enuensenens 29,2 o South Bend, Ind... 167,879|| 115,698 52,181  69.0
Galveston. Texn 129,275 90, 61 38,657 70.1 | gooiane, Vaeh.... lna'esall 160.48%| 14,369 SL.&
. Bevurranreeias 71,000 65,898 5,102] 92.8 s
Grand Rapids, Mich Springfield, Il..... 95,649 80,832 15,817  B3.6
g pids, Mich...eesseres 225,427 175,647 aojveo| vr.o | ohE e o o o ol sens
reensboro, No Cuvuvveersrens ga,710( 73,708 g,016| 89.1 || SPEINELSY Chen. ol 17 B, &8 :
Hamilton, Ohioc. R 63,071 57,717 5 304| 91.6 Springfield, Ohio....covrvvee 81,837 78,029 3,808 55,3
Barrisburg, Pa ! ’ ’ Springfield-Holyoke, Mass.... 856,471 217,042 189,429 60.%
By Phassroreorcasnes 168,938 89,061 79,842] 52.7 e Nomall. & Toelies| 12904z sl ms
gﬁﬂrord, COmMly vy vvrenensares 299,678]| 177,073  122,603[ 59.1 ord-Norwalk, Confl....... > ' ) .
Bou:ton, TEXES e .sreraernnnes go7.zar|| 594,821 102,966 85.2 |f Stookbon, Calif.......ec.....| 113,382 71,660 41,702] 63,2
:" ington, W. Va,~ Syracuse, N. Yesesoonernsaass 264,610( 220,067 44,543]  E3.2
shland, Ky....o.oooeeeeocen| o 156,1861 127,088 s8,748| 75.2 | Tacoma, Wash..........e.e... 166,910 142,975 23,995| B5.7
Indianapelis, Ind........, 499,798 424,688 75,116| 85.0 gﬂ:’uiliamd 128,298 126,008 b ot
Jackson, Miss....... 99,677 97,674 2,003| 98.0 b ute, dnG..oecneeasens s s g g
Jacksonvill Toledo, ONLOueseevsrssereneass|  861,493f 301,358 60,135| E3.4
8, Flau.ecesessias 241,679 208,404 38,175 B84.2 ]
Johnstown, P Topeka, KanS..ueescrssssonves 88,100 77,827 10,273 88.3
s PBavreeraronnnnies 92,780 52,728 30,057] &7.6 P 100 me|| 127,887 elas| 1.6
Kalamazo0, Mich.ioiusrsnesres 82,859 57,926 25,588 69.2 || eneOfp e ettt a0sees T aes gt B4
Kansas City, Moeeeesoesorions egg.350]| 489,280  286,0600 85.8 | yero’ g y.llllll seveeeer] o B0l 101470 Yool s
Knmii.le, TenNecyuernerrenes 148,174|| ' 124,188 23,991 83.8 O RSt & ’ d ’ .
I—aﬂGEB =) °
Lansin rﬁipa"""""""" 76,087 63,801 12,4860 83.5 Waco, TEXES..eeseersoneasnsss| 92,299 84,800 7,999 1.3
By Hich. oveivnreeenesas 133,625 91,694 41,991 68.6 2 ol smsiooz|  e2.z
Lawrence, Ma Washington, D. Ce.u.v ] 1,281,572 797,86 N .
s MBBBarsiarasennvees 111,987 80,427 TL510| 7L | otnmins GO s eresiieeoe| LELjsE] 104,222 27200 79.3
Ldncoln, Nebr..v.vessueronens 98,048 97,423 s25| 99.4 Waterloo, IoWae.aeeceseoseses 88,551, 64,354 19,197 7.0
Little Hock-North Little . Wheeling, W. Vaeseeoeiroveres 106,161 58,447 47,704 55.1
BOCK, AKurnosesnsssnsneeesa| -150,758[ 149,828 ~ 7,229] 95.2 || Wichita, ¥ans.. ol 19,009 168,306 25,708| Ba.E
Los Angeles, Calif...........| 3,970,595| 1,957,692 2,012,908 49.3 Wilkes~Barre, Phes..eicsosass 270,978 76,638 194,340 - 2B.%
Louisville, K¥uuivevrenrorees 40,s04| 867,359| 103,085 78.1 || Wilmington, Deloi...e.eeerees 186,265( 109,907 76,358] 58,0
Lowell, Mast..uviviovnsacsses 105,768 96,623 9,260 9.2 Winston-Salem, No Coveveronas 91,493 86,816 4,677] 94.9
. 93,305 70,106 25199] 5.1 || Worcester, Mass....co..o.oeer  BLT709 201,685 15,820]  92.7
Madison, Wis..vvessesseenseas| 108,577 95,594 15,983 87.2 | York, Pa.....coeeeeeriiienns 78,495 59,704 18,791 76.1
Manchester, No Hevevoosenerns 84,768 82,561 21a7] 7.4 | Youngstown, Ohio........... 297,084 167,648  129,44l] 6.4
from homs, o have not

ited States and persons emumerated away

thera were Bdl,769 such persons, put the exact mumber

£ Amsrican vessels in ports of the Un.
residence, For the United States as 2 whole,

this table has not yet been dgf,armi.ned.

1 Preliminary population counts exclude crews o
et been credited to their specific usual place of
of these who reside in sach of the areas shown in

Py
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