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An Unprecedented proportion Of married 
persons, a record number of young children, 
and a smaller average size of household are 
among the many developments in the population 
of Massachusetts during the last 10 years 
that are reflected in statistics of the 1950 
Census of Population, Preliminary figures on 
these and other population characteristics of 
the State were released today by Roy V. Peel, 
Director, Bureau of the Census, Department of 
Conuueroe. 

The total population of Massachusetts 
shown in this report is the final count based 
on the 1950 Census. Total urban and rural 
populations are based on preliminary field 
counts, adjusted so that their sum equals the 
total population from the final count. All 
of the other 1950 figures are based on a 
sample of the census returns. The sample 
data are subject to sampling variability, as 
explained in the section on "Reliability of' 
1950 estimates," It can be seen from the 
table in that section that the smaller fig
ures should be interpreted with particular 
care; as should also the smaller differences 
between figures, 

The total population of Massachusetts 
increased by 374,279 in the last decade, 
rising from 4,315 1 721 on April 1, 1940, to 
4,691,000 on April 1, 1950. (See table 1,) 
Most of' this gain was due to the excess of' 
births over deaths during the decade, The 
rate of' growth, 9 percent, was lower than 
that in any .preceding decade except for the 
period 1930 to 1940. The urban population 
was 3,951,000 in 1950, or 84.peroent of 
the whole, whereas the rural population was 
.S"it;'J./-

729 1 000, or 16 percent. These figures are 
based on the new defini ti.on of urban and 
rural residence used in the 1950 Census, The 
figure for the urban population under this 
new definition is smaller than it would 
have been under the old definition used in 
the 1940 Census. (See section below on 
"Definitions of terms' and explanations.") A 
classification of the rural population by 
farm residence will be available from the 
later tabulations,. 

Over the past century, Massachusetts has 
I consistently had a considerably larger number 

of females than of males, For every 100 
females in 1950 1 there were 95,6 males, about 
the same number as in 1940, The white popu
lation increased from 4,257 1 596 in 1940 to 
4,626,000 in 1950 1 a 9 percent gain, and 
constituted 99 percent of' the 1950 population. 

The average size of household in Massa
chusetts was 3.4 persons.in 1950, as compared 
with 3,7 persona in 1940, (See table 2.) 
This decrease in average household size is 
associated with the fact that household for
mation proceeded at a faster pace during the 
period than did the growth of total popu
lation. The high level of' marriage rates 
since 1940 is reflected in the fact that the 
number of married persons in' the State, 
21239,000, and the percentage Of persons who 
were married were both at their highest in 
the 1950 Census. Of' the population 14 years 
old and over 62 percent in 1950 were mar
ried, as compared with 54 percent in 1940. 
Of' the·l,075,000 married couples in the State, 
82 1 000, or 8. percent, did not have their own 
household but were sharing the homes of'. 
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others. The corresponding proportion for 1940 
was about the same, 7 percent. The State con
tained l,~88,000 families in 1950. (This figure 
is based on tb,e new definition of a family, 
which is not the same as that used in the 1940 
Census. See section below on "Definitions of 
terms and explanations."} In addition, there 
were 384,000 "unrelated individuals," that is, 
persons who lived alone or with nonrelati ves 
only. Unrelated individuals constituted 8 per
cent of the total population. 

The preliminary data also reveal that the 
number of children under 10 years old increased 
greatly duxing the decade. Their rate of growth, 
37 percent, was much higher than the 9 percent 
increase recorded for the total population. The 
rapid increase in number of children . is the 
product of the higher birth rates of recent 
years and of red.uctions in infant mortality. 
At the same time, however, the rate of increase 
among persons 45 years old and over exceeded 
that of the total population, As a conse
quence, the median age of the total population 
rose from 31.9 years in 1940 to about 32.8 
years in 1950, 

In 1950, 822 1000 pupils between the ages of 
5 and 24 years were enrolled in the public and 
private sohools of the State; this figure ex
cludes children in kindergarten. The corre
sponding number was 860, 665 in 1940. The en
rollment rate in the age group 5 to 13 years old 
was 83 percent in 1950, This age group includes 
the lllany child.ran born during the war who had 
not yet entered school in 1950. Among those 14 
to 17 years old a somewha:t larger :proportion, 89 · 
percent, were enrolled; this age group includes 
some children who had left school to enter the 
labor market. In the age group 18 to 24 years 
old, 23 percent were enrolled in 1950 as com
pared with 15 :percent in 1940. Most of the 
students 18 to 24 years old were enrolled in 
college, In 1950 college students were enumer
ated at their college residence, whereas in 1940 
they were usualiy enumerated at their parental 
home. In this group the increase probably re
flects, in part, the still considerable enroll
ment of veterans under the "GI Bill." 

The people living in the State in 1950 were 
fairly mobile. Among persons 1 year old and 
over, 11 :percent, or 497 ,ooo, were reported as 
having moved from one house to another between 
April 1949 and A:pril 1950, (See table 3.) Of 
this number, 328,000 had not changed their county 
of residence, However, 169 1 000 1 or 4 percent of 
the :population, had moved between counties with
in the State or had entered the State from other 
States or from abroad during the year, 
~-111 ~ 
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The population changes since 1940 noted 

above brought about relatively little change in 
the size and composition ot the labor force in 
Massachusetts. An estimated l,969,000 residents 
of Massachusetts 14 years of age and over were 
em}:lloyed, unem}:llcyed, or in the armed forces in. 
1950 •. This is only slightly above the 1 1844 1260 
in the labor force 10 years earlier. lit 

Some 1,691,000 workers, or 86 percent of 
the 1950 labor force, lived in urban areas; 
2?9,000 were rural residents. Women living in 
urban places were much more likely to be members 
of the la,bor force than were those living in 
rural areas, where job opportunities are rel
atively limited. Some 34 percent of the urban 
women were in the labor force as compared with 
24 percent of the women living in the rural 
parts of the State. The proportion tor rural 
males was roughly the same as the 77 peroent 
estimated for males living in urban places. 
(See table 4.} 

Although the size of the labor force was 
not significantly changed from the level of 
a decade ago, proportionately fewer of the work
ers were unemployed than had been the case in 
1940. In April 1950, 113,000 or 6 percent of 
all civilians :in the labor force were unemployed. 
Ten years earlier when business activity was 
relatively slack, 309,4?3 persons, or approxi
mately 17 percent of the workers in the State, 
were unemployed.. (See table 5.) AI!l.ong un
employed persons who reported their last occu
pation, there were in 1950 approximately 21,000 
craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers. The 
unemployed were most highly concentrated, how
ever, in the semiskilled operatives group. (See 
table 10.) 

The number of employed civilians living in 
Massachusetts reached a total of 1,815,000 in 
April 1950, or 19 percent above 1940~ Although 
most of the 280,000 expansion in employment over 
the last decade occurred among private wage and 
salary workers, there was also a substantial in
crease in the number of persons employed by 
government. This group, which includes all Fed
eral, State, and local government workers, rose 
from 142,857 in 1940 to 192,000 in 1950. (See 
table 8.) 

From the standpoint of occupational trends, 
the last decade was marked by particularly large 
increases in the numbers of employed clerical 
workers and skilled craftsmen. The expansion cf 
the employed craftsmen, foremen, and kindred 
workers group from 213 1 974 to 282,000 is bf spe
c'ial significance, since this group possesses 
many cf the occupational skills essential to de
fense production, Also of importance in this 

~ 

~ 

I 
I 
l 
' I 

I 
l 

I 
I 
~ 



'. 

- 3 -

connection is the increase from 
195,000 in the number of workers 
professional, technical, and kindred 
(See table 9,) 

145 1 861 to 
employed in 

occupations. 

Among working women, there was a marked 
trend away from the domestic service field. In 
1940, 11 percent of the employed women were pri
vate household workers; whereas in 1950 only 4 
percent of the women were so employed, 

In 1950, 663,000 of Massachusetts ,employed 
workers were in manufacturing, an increase of 
100,000 over 1940. Approximately four-fifths of 
this rise occurred in durable goods manufac
turing. There were also employment gains of 
58,000 in wholesale and retail trade, and 42,000 
in the service industries. As a result of these 
increases, there were 346 1 000 workers employed 
in trade in 1950 and 424,000 in the service in
dustries. In addition, gains in employment of 
about 25,000 each occurred in the construction 
and public utility industries. In general, how
ever. the relative distri buUon Of employed 
workers among the various broad industry groups 
was about the same in 1950 as in 1940, (See 
table il.) 

The generally high employment level was 
reflected in the figures on family income. 
The average . (median) family income in 1949 
in Massachusetts was $3,429. The. median for 
families and unrelated individuals combined was 
lower ($2,954). Approximately 32 percent of 
the families and unrelated individuals in the 
area 'had incomes under $2,000, whereas 16 per
cent received incomes of $5,000 or more, (See 
table 12.) 

An estimated 1,669 1 000 persons 14 years of 
age and over were outside the labor force at the 
time of the census. (See table 4.) Women en
gaged in their own home housework (957 1 000 in 
April 1950) constituted the major category out
side the labor force, Some of them did not have 
the responsibility for the care of small chil~ 
dren and were possible recruits for jobs outside 
the home. Another group outside the labor force 
at the time of the census (designated as "Other 
and hot .reported") included, primarily, seasonal 
workers for whom April was an "off" season, the 
retired, and the voluntarily idle. An estimated 
230,000 in this group in April 1950 were 20 
years old.· and over. The remaining persons out
side the labor force probably did not represent 
a source of additional manpower, Some 235,000 
were teen-agers, most of whom were attending 
full-time school. An additional category of 
about the same size (239,000) were in insti
tutions or were reported as permanently unable 
to work. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

It will be noted that several of the defi
nitions and concepts used in the 1950 Census 
represent changes from those Of 1940. These 
changes were made, after consultation with users 
of census data, in order to improve the sta
tistics, even though it was recognized that com
parability would be adversely affected. When it 
has been feasible to do so, measures of the 
impaot of the change on the statistios have 
been, or are being, developed, 

Coverage.--The figures in the present report 
cover the entire population of the State, includ
ing the institutional population and members of 
the armed forces residing in the S·i;ate at the 
time of the enumeration. Reports will be issued 
in this series for the 10 States with the largest 
population in 1940, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. 

Urban and rural residence.--According to 
the new definition adopted for the 1950 Census, 
the urban population comprises all persons liv
ing in (a) places of 21 500 inhabitants or more 
incorporated as cities, boroughs, towns,1 and 
villages; (b) the densely settled urban fringe,. 
including both incorporated and unincorporated 
areas, around cities of 50 1 000 or more; and 
(c) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside of any urban fringe. The re
maining population is classified as rural. 

According to the old definition, the urban 
population comprised all persons living in in
corporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor civil divisions) 
classified as urban under special rules relating 
to population size and density. 

The preliminary sample figures for the ur
ban population, as shown in this report, differ 
somewhat from the preliminary field count fig
ures published in Series PC-3 1 No. 10. The sam
ple figures incorporate rough estimates to take 
account of persons enumerated away from home and 
crews of vessels whereas the field count figures 
do not; furthermore, the field count figures in
corporate a number Of corrections that had not 
yet been made when. the sample data were compiled, 

Color.--The group designated as "nonwhite" 
~,onsists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, 
and other nonwhite races. Persons of Mexican 
birth or ancestry who are not definitely Indian 

l Except in New !£ngland, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where "towns" are minor civil divisions of counties and 
are not necessarily densely settled centers like the 
towns in the other States. 



or of other nonwhite race are classified as 

white. 

Age,--The age classification is 
the age of the person at his last 
before the time of the enumeration, that 
age of the person in completed years. 

based on 
birthday 
is, the 

Marital status.--The marital status classi
fication refers to the marital status at ·bhe 
time of the enumeration. Thus, some persons 
classified as married were previously widowed or 
divorced. Persons · reported as separated are 
classified as married. 

Married couple.--A married couple is de
fined as a husband and wife living together. A 
married couple "with own household" is one with 
the husband as head of the household. All other 
married couples are classified as "without own 
·household," 

Household.--A household includes all or the 
persons, without regard to relationship, who 
occupy a house 1 an apartment or other group of 
rooms,. or a room, that constitutes a dwa.ll.ing 
unit. ~uasi households, such as institutions, 
hotels, large rooming houses, and military barM 
racks are not counted as households. The number 
of households 1 as shown in thi a report, may be 
regarded as comparable with the number of "fam
ilies" or "private households" shown in the re
ports of the 1940 Census. The instructions used 
for identifying a household in the 1950 Census 
were more explicit than those used in the 1940 
Census, but this difference in the instructions 
may not have had a significant effect on the 
number of households shown. 

Family.--A family is defined as a group of 
two or more persons related by blood, marriage 1 

or adoption and residing together i all such per
sons are considered as members of the same fam .. 
ily. The term "family" as used in the 1950 
Census is not comparable with that used in the 
1940 Census. For 1950 1 the new definition ex
cludes the large number of household heads with 
no relatives in the household who would have 
been classified as families under the old defi .. 
ni tions; on the other hand, the new de:t'ini
tion includes the small number of groups of per
sons in households related to each other but not 
i•elated to the household head or groups of re
lated persons in quasi households who would not 
have been classified as families under the old 
definition. 
,S:l'i':!<'--
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Unrelated individual.--The term "unrelated 

individual" ref'ers to a person (other than an 
inmate o:r an institution) who is living alone or 
with persons all of whom are not related to him. 
An unrelated individual may constitute a one
persqn household, he may be part of a household 
including other unrelated individuals or one or 
more families, or he may reside in a rooming 
house, dormitory 1 etc, In this report, data for 
unrelated individuals are shown only for persons 
14 years of age and over. 

School enrollment.--School enrollment is 
defined as enrollment at any time between Febru
ary 1 and April 1 1 1950 in any school which qual
ifies as a "regular" school. Regular schools 
are those in whioh a person may be advanced to
ward an elementary or high school diploma, or 
a college, university, or professional school 
degree. Suoh schools may be public or private; 
day or night; and enrollment in them may be 
full or part time. Regular school e!ll'ollment 
does not include enrollment in kindergarten or 
nursery school or, generally, enrollment in VO• 

cational, trade, business, or correspondence 
schools. 

Residence in 19490--This is the usual place 
of residence one year prior to the date of 
enUlUeration. 

Employment status 
Census week,--The 1900 data on employment 

status in this report pe~tain to the calendar 
week preceding the enumerator's visit. This 
week, defined as the "census week 1 " is not the 
same for all respondents 1 because not all per
sons were enumerated during'the same week. The 
majority of the population was enumerated during 
the first half of April 0 The 1940 data rarer to 
a fixed week for all persons, March 24 to 3:l 1 

1940 1 regardless or the date of enumeration. 
Em.ployed.--Employed persons comprise all 

c~vilians 14 years old and over who, during the 
·census week, were either (a) "At work"--those 
who did any work for pay or profit, or worked 
without pay for 15 hOurs or more on a family :rarm 
or business; or (b) "With a job but not at work"-
those who did not work and were not looking for 
work but had a job or business from which they 
were temporarily absent because of vacation, ill ... 
ness, industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff 
with definite instructions to return to work 
within 30 days of layoff. Also included as "with 
a job" are persons who had new jobs to which 
they were scheduled to report within 30 dayso 
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Unemployed,--Persons 14 years old and 
over are classified as unemployed if they were 
not at work during the census week but were 
either looking for work or would have been look
ing for work except that (a) they were tempo
rarily ill, (b} they expected to return to a job 
from which they had been laid off for an indefi
nite period, or (o) they believed no work was 
available in their line of work or in their com~ 
munity. In addition· to these groups 1 persons on 
public emergency work were included in the unem
ployed figures in 1940. Unemployed persons are 
separated into new workers and workers with pre
vious work experience. In a significant number 
of cases, however, the information on the sched
ule was insufficient to make this distinction. 
Whenever this was true the unemployed person was 
counted as an experienced worker, since· the 
great majority of persons seeking work have had 
previous work experience. The proportion of un
employed persons indicated as experienced is, 
therefore, probably oversta'l;ed in the estimates 
presented here. 

Civilian labor force.-.Jlhe civilian labor 
force includes all persons classified as em
J?loyed or unemployed in accordance with the er!.. 
teria described above. 

Total labor :t'oroe.--Members of the armed 
forces (persons on active duty with the United 
States Army, 'Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or 
Coast Guard) living in the State are added to 
the civilian labor force to obtain the total 
labor force. 

Not in labor force.--All civilians 14 
years of age and over who are not classified as 
employed or unemployed are defined as "not in 
the labor force." Thia group includes persona 
doing only incidental unpaid family work (less 
than 15 hours). Persona not in the labor force 
are further classified as "keeping house," "un
able to work," "inmate or an institution," or 
"other and not reported." The "unable to work" 
group includes persons who cannot work . because 
of a long-term physical or mental illness or 
disability. Persons in the "other" group in" 
elude students, the retired, those too old to 
work, seasonal workers for whom ·the census week 
fell in an "off season," and the voluntarily 
idle. 

Hours worked.--The s ta tis tio a on hours 
shown for persons at work refer to the number of 
hours they actually worked during ·the census 
week, and not necessarily the number they usu"' 
ally worked or their scheduled number of hours. 
For persons working at more than one job, the 
.;-1 •?:I'"" 

figures relate to the hours worked at all jobs 
during the week. Persons for whom the number of' 
hours worked was not reported are included in. 
the "35 hours or more" groupq 

Occupation, industry, and class of' worker.-
The occupation, industry, and class of worker 
data for employed persons relate to the job held 
during the census week. Persons employed at two 
or more jobs were reported in the job at which 
they y,orked the greatest number of hours during 
that week. Data on occupation for the experi~ 
enced unemployed relate to the last job held. 

The occupational and industrial categories 
shown here are largely major groups in the clas
sification systems used for the 1950 Census o:t' 
Population. Lista of the specific occupation 
and industry categories included in each major 
group may be obtained by writing to the Bureau 
of the Census. In the classification by indus
try, the category "Service industries" includes 
the following 1950 major groups: finance, insur
ance, and real estate; business and repair 
services; personal services; entertainment and 
recreation services; and professional and re~ 
lated services. The residual category "All 
other industries" includes forestry, fisheries, 
and public administration. By "public adminis
tration" is meant those activities which are 
uniquely governmental functions such as legis
lative and judicial activities and most of the 
activities in the executive agencies. Government 
agencies engaged in educa'tional and medical 
services and in activities commonly carried on 
also by private enterprises, such as transpor
tation service and manufacturing, are classified 
in the appropria'te industrial category. 

The olasa ... 01'-worker classification com
prises "Private wage and salary workers," "Gov~ 
ernment workers 1 " "Self-employed workers·," and 
''Unpaid family workers." Private wage and salary 
workers are persons working for wages, salary, 
commission, 'tips• pay in kind, or at piece rates 
for a private employer. Governmen'l; workers are 
persons working tor any governmental unit, Fed .. 
eral, State, or looal 0 regardless of the indua~ 
·try in which they are working. Self-employed 
workers are persons working in their own busi~ 
ness 1 profession, or trade, or operating a farm, 
for profit or fees. Unpaid family workers are 
persons working wl th out pay on a farm or in a 
busi.neas operated by a member of' the household 
to whom they are related by blood or marriage. 

Total money inoome.--Total money income is 
the sum of the income received, less losses, by 



all members of a family or by an unrelated indiM 
vidual from the following sources: money wages 
or salary; net income (or loss) from the operM 
ation of a farm, ranch, business, or profession; 
net income (or loss) from rents or receipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, divi
dends, and periodic income from estates and 
trust tunds; pensions; veterans' payments, armed 
forces allotments for dependents, and other gov
ernmental payments or assistance; and other inM 
come such as contributions for support from 
persons who are not members of the household, 
alimony, and periodic receipts from insurance 
policies or annuities. The figures represent 
the amount of income received before deductions 
for personal income taxes, social security, 
bond purchases, union dues, etc. 

Receipts from the following sources were 
not included as income: money received from the 
sale of property, such as stocks 1 bonds, a J:i.ouse, 
or a oar, unless the person was engaged in the 
business of selling such property; the value of 
income "in kind," such as food produced and oonN 
sumed in the home, free living quarters, etc.; 
withdrawals of bank deposits; money borrowed; 
tax refunds; gifts; and lump-sum inheritances or 
insurance payments~ 

Comparability of labor force data 
Comparability with 1940.--The 1940 data 

on the labor force shown in this report may not 
be completely comparable with those for 1950. 
During the period 1940 to 1950, various improve
ments were developed in the questionnaires and 
in interviewing techniques, designed to obtain a 
'more nearly complete count of the labor forcel, 
These improvements were incorporated into the 
1950 Census schedule, and interviewing tech
niques were stressed in training. To the extent 
that the 1950 data· ·are affected by these meas .. 
ures, the differences between 1940 and 1950 
Census results reflect not only actual changes 
in the activity of the population but also 
changes in procedure. 

The occupational and industrial clas
sification systems used in 1950 are basically 
similar to those used in 1940. Certain modifi
cations, however, have been introduced in the 
specific content of particular groups, and there 
have also been several changes in title. The 
1940 data shown here include adjustments which 
take account of the major content revisions in 
the classification systems. 

1 See U. S. Bureau or· the Census, Current Population 
Reports, 11Labor Force, Employment, and Unemploymentixi 
~ited States, 1940 to 1946," Series P-50, No. 2, 
September 111 194?. 

The 1940 data for employed perrons in 
this report vary in some cases from the figures 
originally published for the State. Members or 
the armed forces living in the State in 1940 
were originally included among employed persons 
in the 1940 published figures. This approach 
differs from the 1950 procedure since in 1950 
the employed total is limited to civilians, and 
the armed forces represent the difference be
tween the civilian and total labor force. The 
appropriate 1940 figures shown in this report 
have, therefore, been adjusted to exclude the 
estimated number of persons in the armed forces 
living in the State at that time. The following 
1940 statistics for males and for both sexes 
combined are affected by these changes: "Em
ployed'•; certain occupation groups (primarily 
"Service workers, except private household"); the 
industry group "All other industries"; and the 
class-of-worker group "Government VJOrkers." 
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Comparability with current data. --The 1950 
Census employment data were obtained by house
hold interview and will differ from statistios 
based on reports from individual business estab~ 

· lishment s and farm enterprises. The data based 
on household interviews provide information about 
the work status of the whole population, without 
duplication. Persons employed at more than one 
job are counted only once as employed and are 
classified according to the job at which they 
worked the greatest number of hours during the 
aensus week. Estimates based on reports frotll 
business. and farm establishments, on the other 
hand, count more than once persons who work for 
more than one establishment. Differences wil1 
also arise from the fact that other estimates 1 

unlike those presented here, generally exclude 
private household workers, unpaid family work
ers, and self~employed persons, and may include 
workers less than 14 years of age. An addi
tional difference arises from the fact that par
sons with a job but not at work are included 
with the employed in the estimates shown here, 
whereas only part of this group is likely to 
be included in employment figures based on es ... 
tablishment payroll reports. Furthermore, the 
household-type data refer to residents oi' the 
State regardless of where they work, whereas 
establishment reports relate to persons work
ing in the State regardless of their place ot: 
residence. 

For a number of reasons, the unemploy ... 
ment estimates of the Bureau of the Census are 
not directly comparable with the published fig ... 
urea for unemployment compensation claims or 
claims for veterans' readjustment allowances. 
Certain persons, ,such as private household and 



government workers, are generally not eligible 
for unemployment compensation. Further, the 
.state where claims are filed may not necessarily 
be the same as the State of residence of the 
unemployed worker. In addition the ~ualifi

cations for drawing unemployment compensation 
differ from the definition ·of unemployment used 
by the Census Bur~au. For example, persons 
working only a few hours during the week and 
persons with a job but not at work are somew 
times eligible for unemployment compensation, 
but are classified by the Census Bureau as 
employed. Furthermore, some persons may be 
reported to the census enumerator as not looking 
for work even though they might consider them
selves available for jobs and be eligible for 
unemployment c ompensa t'i on. 

Comparability of income data.--For several 
reasons the income data shown in this report are 
not directly comparable with those which may be 
obtained from statistical summaries of income 
tax returns. Income as defined for tax purposes 
differs somewhat from the Census concept, More~ 

over, i.ncome ta:x: coverage is less inclusive be
cause of the e:x:emptions of persons having small 
amounts of income. Furthermore, some of the 
income ta:x: returns are filed as separate returns 
and others as joint returns. Conse~uently, the 
income reporting unit is not consistently either 
a family or a person. 

SOURCE AND hELLi.BILITY OF DATA 

Source of data.--The 1950 estimates pre
sented in this report are based on a sample of 
approximately 8,500 persons selected from those 
enumerated on sample lines in the 1950 Census Of 
Population. These persons are located in about 
810 census enumeration districts systematically 
selected from all enumeration districts through-. 
out the State. Although the figures are based on 

, data transcribed from the 1950 Census, there may 
be differences between the data in the present 
report and the data to be published in the final 
1950 Census reports, apart from differences 
caused by the sampling variability. The .main 
reason for such differences is that the prelimi
nary estimates do not include all of the refine
ments that result from the careful examination of 
the schedules and tables to which the census 
data will be subject prior to the publication of 
the final report. 

The figures for 1940 are the results of the 
complete enuxneration in the 1940 Census of l?opu
lation, These and more detailed figures on the 
same subjects may be found in the 1940 Census 
Reports on Population. 

Each of the 1950 figures 
rounded to the nearest thousand; 

is separately 
therefore de-

tailed figures do not 
Percentages for 1950 
absolute numbers. 

always 
are based 

add to toials. 
on the rounded 

Reliability of 1950 eatimates.••The total 
population is taken .from the final counts of the 
1950 Census of Population. Total urban and 
rural populations are based on preliminary field 
counts, adjusted so that their sum equals the 
total population from the final count. Editing 
revisions may change these in the final report·. 
All of the other 1950 estimates are based on 
sq/llple data and are the~efore subject to sam$ 
pling variability, Although the smaller fig• 
ures are subject to large relative samp~ing 

variability, they are shown in the tables to 
permit the analysis of various combinations of 
the figures that would have smaller relative 
sampling variability. The following table pre• 
sents the approximate sampling variability of 
estimates of selected sizes. The chances are 
about 19 out of 20 that the difference due to 
sampling variability between an estimate and the 
figure which will be available later from the 
complete tabulations of the 1950 Census is less 
than the sampling variability indicated below: 

Size of Sampling Size or Sampling 
estimate variability estimate variability 

or of cf or 
1950 data 1950 data 1950 data 1950 data 

25,000 ••.••. lfl 8,000 750,000 ...... 40,000 
50,000 ........ 11,000 i,000,000 ...... 45,000 
75,000, ••••••• 14,000 2,000,000 •••••• 54,000 100,000 ........ 16,000 

250,000 ........ 21,,000 3,0001 000 •••••• 52,000 
500,000 ........ 34,000 4,000,000 ...... .39,000 

To illustrate, there were an estimated 
446,000 persons under 5 years of age in Massa
chusetts in 1950. The sampling variability is 
about 31 1 000. The chances are about 19 out of 
20 that the figure which will be obtained from 
the complete tabulation of the 1950 Census will 
be between 415,000 and 477 1 000. 

Characteristics of the rural population 
show somewhat greater variability than is indi• 
cated in the table above. 

In addition to the estimated number of per" 
sons with the specified characteristics, the 
.1950 data in the tables in the report also in .. 
elude percent distributions. In general, the 
reliability of an estimated percentage depends 
upon both the size of the percentage and the 
size of the total on which it is based. The 
following table presents the approximate sam~ 
piing variability of estimated· percentages based 
on totals of selected sizes. 
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And ir the size or the base is: 

Ir the estillla.ted 50,000 I 100,000 500,000 l,000,000 2,000,000 3,000,000 4,691,000 
:percentage is: 

Then the chances are about 19 out or 20 that the difference due to sl!llllpling variability between the 
est:llnated percentage and the :percentage 'Which will be available later from the complete tabUla· 
tion·or the 1950 Census is less than: 

2 or 9g 3.1 2.2 1.0 
5 or 95 . 4•9 3.5 1.5 

10 or 90 6,7 4.8 2.1 
25 or 75 9.,7 6,9 3.1 

50 11~2 7.9 3.5 

To illustrate, of the 2,292 1 000 males in 
the State, 9,7 percent were under 5 years cf 
age, The sampling variability is about 1.0 per• 
cent. The chances are about 19 out of 20 that 
the percentage which will be obtained from the 
complete tabulation of the 1950 Census will be 
between 8.7 percent and 10.7 percent. 

The attached tables in the report also show 
the percent change from 1940 to 1950 for many· cf 
the characteristics of the population for which 
data are presented. Since the 1940 data are not 
based on a sample, the sole cause of the sam
pling variability in these percentages is the 
variability in the 1950 estimates. The sampling 

0.7 0,5 o.4 0.3 
1.1 0,8 0.6 o.s 
1,5 1.1 0.9 o.7 
2.2 1.5 1.3 1.0 
2.5 1.8 1~4 1.2 

variability of any percent change, therefore, is 
the sampling error of the estimated nU!llber of 
persons possessing that particular character• 
istic in 1950, divided by the 1940 figure for 
that characteristic. 

In addition to sampling variation and limi• 
tations of the types mentioned above, the esti• 
mates are subject to biases due to errors ot 
response and to nonreporting. The possible et• 
feet of such biases is not included in the meas• 
ures of reliability• data obtained from a com
plete count of all persons are also subject to 
these biases. 
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'l'able 1.--CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION, FOR MASSAOHUSE'l'l'S, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

(Percent not shown where base is less than 1001000) 

The State Percent distribution 

Subject Peroen·t Urban, Rural, 'rhe State 

1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 Urban, Rural, 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total population •••••••. ,.,, 4,691,000 4,316,721 8.7 3,961,000 729,000 - - - -
Percent by residence •••••• - - . - - - 100.0 - S,4.4 15.5 

COLOR 

Total,, .. , .... ,,., ..•••• , •.. 4,691,000 4,316,721 8.7 3,961,000 729,000 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 

White • ........ , ... , , , .. , • , . , , . , • , , 4,626,000 4,257,596 8,7 3,904,000 723,000 98.6 98.1$ 98.6 99.2 
Nonwhite, . , ......... , . , .... , , •..•• 64,000 . 59,125 8.2 58,000 6,000 1.4 l.4 l.5 o.8 

Male ........•.............•... 2,292,000 2,102 479 9.0 1,917,000 375.000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White, ... , .. , ... ,.,.,, .....• ,,.,,, 2,25a,ooo 2,072,515 8,9 l,a8s,ooo 373,000 98.5 98.6 98,3 99.5 
Nonwhite, .... , , , ... , , .. , , • , , . , , ••. 34,000 29,964 13.5 32,000 2,000 1.5 1,4 1.7 o.5 

Female • ... , , , .. , •..... , ..... , • 2,398,000 2,214,21.2 a.3 2,044,000 354 000 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White I I I I t t t t t I t I I I I I t t I t I t I t t I I t I 21369,000 2,ia5,oa1 8,4 2,01a,ooo 350,000 98,8 98.7 98.'7 98.9 
Nonwhite,.,, ... ,, .. , .. ,.,, .. ,,,.,. 30,000 29,161 2.9 26,000 4,ooo 1,3 1.3 1.3 1.1 

AGE 

Total,., .. ,, .•.•• ,, ... ,.,,,, 4,691,000 4,316,721 8.7 3,961,000 729,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ---·--
Under 5 years,., •... ,, •.•.. ,,., ••• 446,000 281,69'7 58.3 378,000 68,000 9.5 6.5 9,5 9,3 
5 to 9 years.,, .••••..•••••. , •••• , 359,000 304,742 17.8 294,000 65,000 7.7 7.1 7.4 8.9 
10 to 14 years, , • , , , . , , • , , , , •• , , , , 299,000 353,987 -15.5 237,000 62,000 6.4 8.2 6.0 8,5 
1.5 to 24 years, , • , , , • , • , •• , . , ••. , , . 656,000 755,223 -13.1 553,000 103,000 14,0 17.5 14.0 1'..l 
25 to 34 years, ..............•..•. 752,000 669,885 12.3 634,000 ua,ooo 16.0 15.5 16.0 16.2 
3.5 to 44 years, ... , .. , , . , , •. , , •• , , 661,000 615,807 7,3 559,000 102,000 14·.l 14.3 14.1 14.0 
45 to 64 years, ................... 1,066,000 966,406 10.3 915,000 151,000 22.7 22.4 23.1 20.7 
6.5 years and aver ••.••••• , •. ,.,.,. 452,000 368,974 22.5 392,000 60,000 9.6 8.5 9.9 8.2 

Median age •••••• , •.•• , • , • , .years •• 32.8 31.9 - 33.2 30.6 - - - -
21 years and over •..........•••••• 3,199,000 2,916,202 9.7 2,731,000 468,000 68.2 67.6 6S.9 64.2 

Male, .. ,, ••.. ,,,,,,.,,,,, ••• ,. 2,292,000 2,102,479 9.0 l,9J.7,000 375,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years., ........•........•• 223,000 143,635 .55.3 190,000 32,000 9.7 6,8 9.9 8,5 
5 to 9 years ...................... 181,000 1.54,991 16.8 149,000 31,000 'l.9 7.4 7.8 8.3 
10 to 14 years., ••• ,., •• ,,,, •••••• 157,000 179,575 -12.6 120,000 36,000 6.8 8.5 6.3 9.6 
15 to 24 years •••••• ,, ••• ,,, •• , ••• 325,000 373,003 -12.9 266,000 60,000 14.2 17.7 13.9 16.0 
25 to 34 years., .••••.• , ••••• ,,.,, 369,000 322,281 14 • .5 310,000 60,000 16.l 15.3 16.2 16.0 
3.5 to 44 years •.••• ,, ••••• , ••••• ,. 327,000 296,265 10.4 274,000 52,000 14.3 14.1 14,3 13.9 
45 to 64 years •••• , • , , , • , , , • , , , • , , 514,000 470,586 9.2 443,000 71,000 22.4 22.1. 23.l 18.9 
65 years and aver •. , ••.•• ,.,, •• , •• 196,000 162,143 20,9 165,000 31,000 8,6 7.7 8.6 8.3 

Median age •...•.• ,,., ••• ,, .years •• 32.0 31.2 - 32.5 29.8 - - - -
21 years and aver •.. , .••••••• , •• ,, 1,541,000 l,395,1?9 10 • .5 1,304,000 237,000 67.2 66.4 68.0 63.2 

Female, ... , .................. , 2,398,000 2,214,242 8.3 2,044,000 354,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.b 

Under 5 years. , •.• , . , • , •• , , ••• , , • , 223,000 138,062 61 • .5 188,000 35,000 9.3 6.2 9.2 9,9 
5 to 9 years.,.,.,, .•. ,,.,,.,,.,,. 178,ooo 149,751 18.9 144,000 34,000 7.4 6,8 7,0 9.6 
10 to 14 years.,,,., .. , •• ,,,,,.,,, 142,000 174,412 -18.6 117,000 26,000 5.9 7.9 5.7 7.3 
15 to 24 years.,. , , , . , •• , , , .•••• , , 331,000 382,220 -13,l, 287,000 43,000 13.8 17,3 14.0 12.l 
2.5 to 34 years ••.• ,, ..• ,.,,, .. ,.,. 383,000 347,604 10.2 324,000 59,000 16,0 15.7 15.9 16.7 
35 to 44 years •..• ,,.,,,.,, •• ,,.,, 334,000 319,542 4 • .5 285,000 50,000 13,'9 14.4 13.9 11,,1 
45 to 64 years.,, ••••.• , •.. ,,.,,,. 551,000 495,El20 11.1 472,000 ao,ooo 23,0 22.4 23.l 22.6 
65 years and over.,.,,., .• , • , •• , , , 2.56,000 206,831 23.8 22'7,000 28,000 10.7 9.3 11.1 7.9 .. 
Median age, .....• , •. ,.,., •• years., 33,5 32,6 - 33.8 31.6 - - - -
21 years and over, , , •• , •• , , , , , ••• , 1,659,000 1,521,023 9.1 1,428,000 231,000 69,2 68.7 69.9 65.3 
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Table 1.--CHARAOTElUSTICS OF THE POPULATION, FOR MASSACHUSETTS, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940--Con. 

(Percent not shown where base is less than 100,000) 

The State Peroent distribution 

Subject Percent Urban, Rura.1, The State Rural, change, 1950 1950 Urban, 
1950 1940 1940 to 1950 1950 

1950 1950 1940 

MARITAL STATUS 

Male, 14 yea.rs and over ••••••• 1., 762,000 1,661,550 6.0 1,479,000 284,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Singl.e .. .•.•...•••...... ,. ..... , ••... 533,000 63.5,482 -16.l 442,000 91,000 30.2 38.2 29.9 32.0 
Mttried ...................... ........ 1.,126,000 '9'4,208' 20,5 950,000 176,000 63.9 56.2 64.2 62.0 
Widowed or divorced •••••.••••••••• 103,000 91,1160 12.l 86,000 ~7,000 '•5.8 5.5 ·!i.8 6.0 

Female, 14 yeBl"s and over.,.,. 1,876,000 1,788,323 4.9 l,614>000 262,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 J.OO.O 
Single.· .... , •• , •••. , , .. , . , ... , .. , . , 503,000 630,756 -20.3 448,ooo 55,000 26.8 35.3 27.8 21.0 
Married .•• .......... , .......... , , , .• 1,113,000 933,286 19.3 937,000 177,000 59.3 52.2 58~1 67.6 
\\'idowed or divorced ••••••••••••••• 260,000 224,281 15.9 230,000 30,000 13.9 12.5 14.3 11.5 

SOHOOL ENROLIMI!NT 

. Persona 5 to 24 J'ears old ••• 1,314,000 1,413,952 -7.l .l,084,000 230,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
:Enrolled in school .••••••••••••.•• a22,ooo $60,665 -4.5 676,000 146,000 62.6 60.9 62.4 63.5 
:Not enrolled in school •••••••••••• 492,000 553,2$7 -1)...1 408,000 84.000 37.4 39,1 37,6 3£>.5 

Persons 5 to 13 years old •.••• 606,000 5$5,l.51 3.6 490,000 11.6,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Enrolled in sehool. •••••••••• , •••• . 505,000 523,917 -3.6 404,000 101,000 $3.3 89.5 82.4 £17,l 
:Not enrolled in sehool .••••••••••• 100,000 61,234 63.3 86,000 14,000 16.5 10.5 17.6 12.1 

Persona 14 to 17 years old •..• 233,000 302,75:> -23 .• 0 laa,ooo 45}000 100.0 100.0 100.0 -
:Enrolled in school ••••••.•••.•••.• 207,000 258,309 -19.9 170,000 37,000 88.8 $5.3 90.4 -
Not enrolled in school .... ,., ... ,. 25,000 44,444' p;3., 17,000 8,000 10.7 14.7 9,0 -•. I 

Persons 18 to 24 years old, ••. 476,000 526,048 -9.5 406,000 69,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 -
Enrolled in school. , ............... 109,000 '7$,439 39.0 101,000 8,000 22.9 14.9 24,9 -
Not enrolled in school. , ••••• , , , •• 366,000 447,609 -1a.2 305,000 62,000 76.9 85.l 75.1 -

Table 2.--MAIUUED COUPLES, FAMILIES, AND IDUSEHOLDS, FOR MASSACHUSETTS, URBl\.N AND RURAL: 1950 .AND 1940 

Subject 

MARRIEtl COUPLES 

Total. ......................... , •.• , 
With own household" • ..•.. , ......... e ••• , 
Without own household •••••••••••••••••• 

Percent·, ........ ~ ...•........ , •. 
With ow household, ........ , .............. 
Without own houaehol~ . • · ..• ,. • ~ ........... 

FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS 

Total .. , ...... , ................... 
Families .••.... , ..................... , .... , 
Unrelated individuala •••••••••••••••••• 

OOOOEHOLDS 

Households • .... ,, •. , ••.• , ..... , "' .. , . 
Population in householda ••••••••••••••• 
Population per :household ••••••••••••••• 

1 Data not available • 
.r,,, ;y;, 

The state 

1950 1940 

1,075,000 876,922 
992JOOO $21,992 
a2,ooo 56,930 

100.0 ioo:o 
92.3 93.5 
7.6 6.5 

1,572,000 (l) 
l,1aa,ooo (l) 

384,000 (~) 

1,301.,000 1.,123,448 
4,416,000 4,178,$45 

3.4 .3.7 

Percent Urban, Rural, 
change, 1950 1950 
1940 to 
1950 

22.3 910,000 164,000 
20,7 837,000 156,000 
44.o: 74,000 9,000 

- 100.0· 100.0 
- 92.0 95.l 
- 8.1 5.5 

- 1,340,000 232,000 
- 1,015,000 173,000 
- 325,000 59,000 

15.9 l,109,000 1921000 
s.7 3,762,000 653,000 
- 3,4 '· ,3,4 

• .. ' ~· 
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Tuble 3.--HESIDENCE IN 1949 OF THE POPULATION ONE Yl!:Aft 01.D AN!J OVER, FOR MASSACl!trSET'TS, URBAN .ANO RURAL: 1950 

- -· - - - -
Residence in 1950 Percent distribution 

Residence in 1949 ~- ·- ------------.. ~ --
The State Urban nurul The State Urban 

Persons 1 year old and over., •... , .... 4,600'.000 3,889,000 na,ooo 100.0 100.0 

Same house as i.n 1950 ..•••. , .•••.. , •• ,., •••. '· ,0:39, 000 3,1.19,000 620,000 137,7 9•7,9 
Different house, same county.,.,.,, •.••• ,,,. 328,000 281,000 .w,ooo '7.1 ·1.2 
Different county or abroad •..... ; ••••••••.•• 169,000 128,000 42,000 3,7 3,3 
Residence not reported .•••••.••• : ••••• , •. ,,. 72,000 62,000 10,000 1.6 1.6 

·-~· --

Table 4.--EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF' THE POPULATION, BY SEX, FOR MASSAC!IUSET1'S, URBAN .AND RURAL: 19!:i0 

(Percent not shown whe1•e baae is less than 1001000) 

-- -· -

Rural 

100.0 

86.4 
6.5 
5,g 
1.4 

Pe1•cent distribution 
Area and employment status To.tal Mn.le !»emnle ;...-----.. --- -- . 

Total Mnle F'em11le 
.. ~-.. --

THE STATE 

Persons 14 years and over •....• , , , , •••• 3,639,000 1{162..&Q.9 1,876 000 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Total la.bor force •..•....• ,.,, •.•• , •• , •••••.• 1,969,000 1,357,000 612,000 54.1 'I'/ .O 32.6 
Civilian labor force ........ , .••..•• ,.,, ••• 1,928,000 1,318,000 611,000 .53.0 ?4.8 32.6 

Employed .•.. ,., .•.•.•..•. ,.,., .•.• ,.,,,,. 1,815,000 11233,000 5!l2,000 49.9 70.0 31.0 
Unemployed •. , •..••.• ; .. , • , •••• , , .. , • , . , . , '113,000 !llt,ooo 29,000 3.1 4.8 1 • .5 

Not in labor force .•.••• , ••• , , ••••..•..•.•. , . 1,669,000 1,05,000 1,264,000 45.9 23.0 67.4 
Keep:l.ng house, • , , , . , , .•.•.•• , , . , , , •• , • , , • , , 965,000 a,ooo 957,000 26.5 o.5 51.0 
Unable to work or inmate of institution •••• 239,000 llD,000 120,000 6.6 6.8 6,4 
Other and not l'ep01•ted, , , ••••. , •• , , , • , , , , , , 465,000 278,000 lt.l? ,ooo 12.8 l.5.tl 10.0 

14 to 19 years old, , •••• , . , ....••.•. , .••.. 235,000 119,000 116,000 6.5 6.8 6.2 
20 to 64 years old .•...••••••• , ••••• , •••• 156,000 107,000 49,000 ;,,3 6.l 2.6 
65 yea1•s old and over .................... 71.,000 ;;3,000 21,,00() 2.0 ;J.O 1.1. 

Civilian labor force •.•...•.• , ••• , • , ••...•• , • 1,928,000 1,318,0(]() 611,000 100.0 100.·0 100,0 
Employed.,.,.,,,.,, •.. , ••.• , .•.••• , •• ,., .•• 1,815,000 1,23.3,00ll 582,000 91,,1 93°6 95,3 

At work ..••••••••.••••••..•...•••...••. ,. 1,771,000 11205,000 567,000 91.9 91.4 92.B 
35 or more hours. , , , , • , , , ..•.. , .• , , , , , • 1,596,000 1112?,000 t,6'J,OOO 82.8 95,5 ?6.8 
15 to 34 hours. , .. , ..•... , , • , .• , .• , , , .. l.41,000 61,000 80,000 ?.3 1,,6 13.l 
1 to 14 hours .... , ................. , ,, , 35,000 17,000 11.l,OOO 1.0 1.3 2.9 

With a job but not at work ............... 43,000 28,000 J.5,000 2.2 2.1 2.5 
Unemployed ...•.. , , . , , , , , .•••• , , .. , . , , .• , , , , 113,000 1:14,000 29,000 5.9 1\.4 1,.7 

Experienced workers. , •• , ••• , , ....... , .... 113,000 M,ooo ;!9 ,ooo !:i.9 6.4 1;,7 
New workers. , ......... , ...... , " ......... 1,000 1,000 - 0.1 0.1 -

URBAN 

Persona 14 yea1•s and over ............. , 3;093,000 1,479,000 1,614,000 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Total la.bar force •. , •.•..••• , •• , •• ,, ••• , ...•• 1;691,000 1,11.3,000 548,000 54,7 77,3 34.0 
Civilian labor force •••...•.• ,.', •••• ,.,,,,, 1,678,000 1,130,000 51,7,000 54.3 ?6.1. 33,9 

Employed •••.••.•••••.••.... , •• ,, •• ,., •• ,. 1,578,000 1,0.57 ,ooo 521,000 51.0 71.5 32.3 
Unemployed. , .... , ••. , , , ..••••.•.•. , , • , , , , 100,000 73,000 2'1 ,ooo 3.2 4.9 1.7 

Not in labor force ....... , •••• ,, ..• , ••• , •.•.• 1,402,000 336,000 1,066,000 45,3 22.7 66.0 
Keeping house, .• , .•. , . , . , . , •• , , , • , •••• , • , .• 821,000 7,000 814,000 26 • .5 o.5 50.1, 
Unable to work or inmate of insti.tution.,., 181,000 89,000 92,00,0 5.9 6.0 5,7 
Other and not reported •••••••••••.• ;,,,,, •• 400,000 239,000 161,000 12.9 16.2 10.0 

14 to 19 years old •••• ,.,,, ••• ,, •.•... , .• 195,000 99,000 ')5,000 2·:~ 6.7 5.9 
20 to 64 years old .••..••••• , •• , .• , , , ••• , • 11;1,000 96,000 45,000 6.5 2.a 
65 years old and over, • , , , .• , , •••• , , , , ••• 65,000 44,000 21,000 2.1 3.0 1.3 

Ci vili~n labor force, ••... , •. , , .. , .• , , , .••. , , l,6?8,000 1,130,000 54'7,000 100.0 100.0 lOO.O 
Employed .•••• , •• ,., , • , , , . , . , • , , •• ·.,,.,,,.,, 1,578,000 1,057,000 521,000 91 .. 0 93.5 95.2 

At work •....••• , •..•...• ,,, •..•• , •. ,, ••• , 1,541,000 1,032,000 509,000 91.8 91.3 93.l 
35 or more hours ••. , •... , .••• , , , •.•• , •• 1,388,000 966,000 42.3,000 a2.7 85.5 77,3 
15 to 34 hours •.•..• , , • , • , ..•• , , • , , , , •. 122,000 51,000 71,000 7,3 4.5 13.0 
1 to 14 hours •..•....••.•• , , ...•...•.•. 31,000 15,QOO 151000 l~tl l.3 2.7 

With a Job but not at work ............... 37,000 25;000 12,000 2.2 2.2 2.2 
Unemployed, , , .• , , •...• , , ... , .. , . , •• , , .. , , • , 100,000 73,000 2'1 ,ooo 6.0 6.!:i A.9 

I 
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Table 4.--EME'LOYMEID STATUS OF THE l.'OPULAT10N 1 BY SEX, FOR MASSACHUSETTS, URBAN AND RURAL: 19.50--Con. 

(Percent not shown where base is leas than 100,000) 
,, 

Percent distribution 
Al;oea and e111Ployment status Total Male Female 

Total Male Femllle 

lUJRAL 

Persons .14 ye a.rs and ove;r •• •••• , ••••••• .546 000 2B4,000 262,000 100.0 100.0 100,0 

Total labor force •.•...... ••....• , .•..• , •.• , , 279,000 214,000 64,ooo .51,l ?.5.4 2.1,,4 
Civilian labor for~e .•••.•••••••••.•••.•••• 251,0Q() 187,000 63,000 46,0 65,8 24,0 

Employed • •••• , •••• , • •••• • • • • • • • .• • • • • • • • • • 237,000 176,000 61,000 43,4 62.0 23.,3 
Unetnployed, , • , •• , . , , , , ........... , , .. , •• , , , 14,000 11,000 2,000 2.6 3,9 Q,8 

Not in 1abor £crae, ••••• ,,, •••••••••• , •••••• , 267,000 69,000 198,000 48,9 24 • .'.3 7.5.6 
·Keeping house, •••. •••••·.,,,,, •• , •.•• ,, •••• 144,000 l,000 143,000 26.4 0.4 54.6 
Unable to work or inmate of institution •••• 58,000 30,000 28,000 10.6 10,6 10.7 
other f!.Ild not repo:rted, •..• , •• , ••••.•• , •••• 65 ,000 39,000 26,000 ll.9 13.7 9,9 

14 to 19 years old,,, .•... , ............... 40,000 19,000 21,000 7,3 6..7 a.a 
20 to ·54 yea.rs old ......••.. ,. •........••• 1,,000 11,000 5,000 2.7 3.9 1,9 
65 years old and over ••. ,., ....•..• , •• ,., 9,000 9,000 1,000 1,6 3.2 0.4 

Civilian labor force •..... , . , • , . , • , . , •. , .• , .• 251,000 187,000 63,000 100,Q 100.0 .. 
E::!npl-oye.d. I I I.• I• I I I I I I I I I I I I 11 I I 1111 • ,. •• t I I I I I 23?,000 176,000 61,000 94,4 94.l M 

At WOI'Jc •••••• I ••••••• I •••••• " ••••••• I. I I. 231,000 173,000 58,000 92.0 92.5 ~ 

35 or more hou:rs., ••••• , , • , •••••• , .••.. 208,000 161,000 47,000 82.9 £!(>.l ~ 

J..5 to 34 hours ••••.•••• ,,, ••• ,,, •• , •••. 19,000 10,000 9,000 7.6 5,3 I ~ 

1to14 hours ••......•....•••.•.•..•... 4,000 2,000 2,000 l.6 1.1 ~ 

V/ith Job but not at work., .... , ••• ., , , • , • 6,000 3,0DO 31000 2.4 1,6 ~ 

UneTnplo_yed ..... , ,. ....... , , •••••• , , ........... ,. ••• 14,ooo 11,0DO 2,000 5,6 5,9 ~ 

Table 5.--'EM?LOYMENT STATUS OF THE PQPULA'l'ION, BY SEX, FOR MASSACHUSETTS: 19.50 AND 1940 

Year and emplo:yment eta tus Percent distribution 
Total Male Female 

Total Me.le Female 

1950 ' 

.Persons 14 yea.rs old and over ......... ,, 3,639,000 l,762,000 1,876,000 100,0 100,0 100.0 
Total labor !orce.111,, ............... : •••• , ..... 1,96\l,OOO 1,357,000 612,000 54.l ?7.0 32.6 Civilian labor torce, ....................... 1,928,000 1,318,000 611,000 .53,0 74.8 32 .. 6 Employed ....... , • ,. •• , •••••••••••••••• , • ~. 1,815,000 l,233,000 5!!2,000 49,9 70,0 31.0 Unentployed. • ••••••• , •• , ••••••• , .... , ••••• , 113,000 !!4,000 29,000 3,l 4,8 1,5 Not in labor force, ..• , . , , , , ••. , ••.••.• ~. , . , • 1,669,000 405,000 1,264,000 4.5,9 23.0 67.4 

1940 

PerBOllB 14 ye&:re old and over ••••..•.••• 3 ,449,87.3 1,661,.550 1,788,323 100,0 100.0 100.0 
Tota,J. labor £oroe,.,,, ••. , ••.• , ...... , •• , .. ~.,, 1,844,260 1,280,585 563 ,675 .53,5 77.1 31.5 Civilian labor -fol:"ce.,,. •J., •••••••• , •• , ••• ,. 

Eal.ployed ••• ,,., 1111 .·,.,. •• ~ ... •·• ., , • , , •••••• , , 

1,839,960 l,'276,285 563,675 53,3 76.a 31.!I 
Unemployed ••••• ,., 111 ••• , ....... 11 ..... ,, ••• , •• 

1,530,487 l,046,378 484,109 44.4 63,0 27.l 
Not in labor force,, ... 111 ......... , ••••• , .... , •• 

309,473 229,907 79,566 9.0 13,8 4.4 . 1,605,613 3$0,965 1,224,648 46.5 22,9 68.5 
Note. Original 1940 "lln!Ployed" figures rev:leed wpere appropriate by excluding armed ~oraes 

rability vith 1950, See text. "' in order to pel'mit ~eater ~Oll\Pe.-
,(1t;3,, 
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Table 6.--El1PLOYMENT STATUS OF nm POI'lTLATION, BY AGE AND SEX, FOR MASSAC1WSET'rS: 1950 
(Percent not shown where base is less thwi 1001000} 

Civilian labor force Percent distri-
Total Not bution by age 

Sex and age Popula- labor in 
ti on labor Total force Total Employed Unem-

ror~e labor ployed foroe 

Total,14 years and over ••• 3,639,000 1,969,000 l,928,000 l,!n.5,ooo 113,000 1,669,000 100.0 
14 to 24 years •...•. , ••••••• , .•• 708,000 339,000 315,000 288,000 27,000 370,000 17.2 
25 to 34 years ••••••...••.•.• , •• 752,000 481,,00Q 476,000 451,000 25,000 268,000 24.6 
3.5 to 44 years .................. 661,000 422,000 415,000 395,000 20,000 239,000 21.4 
45 to 64 years •••.• , •••.•• , .• , • , 1,066,000 627,000 624,000 590,000 35,000 439,000 31.8 
65 years and over •..•••••••••••• 4.52,000 98,000 98,000 91,000 7,0oo 354,000 5,0 

Ma.le, 14 yea.rs and over ••••• 1,762,000 1,357,000 1,318,000 1,233,000 84,000 40.5,000 100.0 
14 to 24 years ••..••••••••• , •••• 356,000 193,000 170,000 1.51,00Q 19,000 163,000 14.2 
25 to 34 years ••••••••••••• , •• , • 369,000 337,000 32$,000 308,000 20~000 33,000 24.8 
35 to 44 years ••••.• , , •• , ••••••• :327,000 306,000 300,000 287,000 13,000 20,000 22.5 
45 to 64 years ••••• , , , •••••••••• 514,000 /146,000 444,000 418,000 25,000 69,000 32,9 
65 years and over ••.•••••••••••• 196,000 75,000 75,000 69,000 7,000 121,000 5.5 

Female, 14 years and over ••• 1,876,000 612,000 611,000 582,000 29,000 1,264,000 100.0 
14 to 24 years .................. 35'.j,OOO 146,000 145,000 137,000 8,000 207,000 23.9 
25 to 34 years •••••••.•••••••••• '.l83,000 147,000 147,000 143,000 5,000 235,000 24.0 
35 to 44 years, ••• , ••• , ••••••••• J.34,000 115,000 115,000 108,000 7,000 219,000 18.8 
45 to 64 years .............. , .... 551,000 181,000 180,000 171,000 9,000 371.,000 29.6 
65 years and over, •••••••••••••• 256,000 23,000 23,000 23,000 11 000 233,000 3.8 

Table 7.--PEROENT OF THE POPULATION IN THE LABOR FORCE AND PERCENT OF THE CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYED, 
BY AGE AND SEX, P'OR. MASSAGHUSETT{3: 1950 

-· 
Percent of· the population Percent of the civilian 

Age in the labor t'orae labor force une111Ployed 

Unern-
ployed 

-
100.0 

23.9 
22.1 
17.7 
31.0 
6 • .2 

-
-----
-
--,. 
--

-
Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Total, 14 years and over •.....•.•• 54.l 77.0 32.6 5.9 6.4 4.7 

14 to 19 years ••••• ,,, •••••.••• ,, ••• ,.,. 32.0 34.0 29.8 8.4 12.7 3.S 
20 to 24 yeara.,,.,, .... ..... , ... , ••••.• 64,9 77,2 53.l 9.1 ll.3 6.5 
25 to 34 years.,, ••• , •••..••••• , , • , •••• , 64.4 91.3 38.4 5,3 6,1 3,4 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••.•.••••.•• ,,,,, 63,8 93.6 34.4 4.8 4.3 6.1 
45 to 54 years •••••• , •. , ......• , • , •• , , , • 62.6 90.5 36.7 5.2 5.5 4,5 
55 to 64 years . . , .. , , . , ..•...... , .• , • , •. 51,.1 81.7 28.0 5.9 6.4 5.9 
65 years and over ••••••. , •.•••.... , •• , • , 21.7 38.3 9.0 7.1 9.3 4.3 

Table 8.--CLASS OF WORKER OF EMPLOYED PERSONS, BY SEX, FOR MASSACHUSETTS: 1950 AND 1940 

(Statistics for 1940 are revised; see text) 

Percent distribution 
Year and olass of worker Total Male Female 

Total Male Female 

1950 

Employed •••••••.•...•.•••.••.••••.•••• • 1,815,000 1,233,000 582,000 100,Q 100,0 100.0 

Private wage and salary workers •••.•••••••••• l,lt5.5,000 966,000 489,000 80.2 78.3 84.0 
GoverJllllent workers •.• ,, .••.•.•.•.•.•• , •••• , •• 192,000 127,000 65,000 10.6 10.3 11.2 
Self-employed workers ••••••••••.•••.••••••.•• 159,000 138,000 21,000 8.8 ll.2 3.6 
Unpaid family workers •.••••.••...• , •••.••• ,., 9,000 2,000 7,000 0.5 0.2 1.2 

1940 

Employed ••.• ,,,,, •••• : ..• , •. ,., •••••••• 1,530,487 1,046,378 484,109 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Private wage and salary workers •.•.•••••••••• 1,212,198 803,112 409,086 79.2 76.8 84.5 
Government workers •••. , ••• , ••.•..••••.• , ..•• ,. 142,857 95,1;17 47,440 9,3 9.1 9.8 
Self-employed workers, ••••••••.. ~ ............ 168,056 143,965 24,091 11.0 1.3.8 5.0 
Unpaid family workers ••••••••••••...•..•••••• 7,376 3,884 3,492 0.5 0.4 o.7 

.51'1,$.:> 
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Table 9.--MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF EMPWYED PERSONS, BY SEX, FOR MASSACHUSETTS: 1950 AND 1940 

(Statistics £or 1940 are revised; see text. Percent not shown where less then O.l) 

l 
. 

Percent distribution 
Year and .. maJor occupation group Total Ma.le Female 

Tbtal Male Female 

1950 

J!Jnployed' •••• I ••• I •• I ••• ' •• I ••••••••••• 1 815 000 1 233.000 5B2 000 100,0 100,0 100,0 

Professional, technical, and kindred workers, 195,000 :).22,000 73,000 10.7 9,9 12.5". 
Farmers and £arm managers • •• , ••• • .•.••••••• , • , 12,000 ll·,000 11000 0,7 0.9 0.2 
Managers, officials, and propre,, exo. !arm .. J 166,000 144,000 22,000 9.1 11.7 3.8 
Clerical and kindred workers ••••••••••••••••• 283 ,ooo 100,000 183,000 15.6 s.1 31,4 
Sales workers,., .•. ,,,,, .• • •• ,,•• ..... •• •••. •• 140,000 97,000 43,000 7.7 ?.9 7.4 
Craftsmen, :foremen; and kindred workers .. , .. , 282,000 272,000 10,000 l!S,5 22.1 1,7 
Operatives and kindred workers, •• ,.,, ••• ,., , , , 458 1000 300,000 158,000 2!5.2 24.3 2'7,l 
Private household workers, •• ,., •• ,,,., •• ,:, •• 26,000 1,000 25,000 . 1.4 0.1 4 • .'.l 
Service workers, except privata household •••• 1.39,000 89,000 51,000 7,7 7.2 a.a 
Farm laborers, except unpaid, and foreman,,., 1:3 ,ooo l.'.l,000 1,000 0.7 l.l 0.2 
Farm laborers, unpaid family workers ••••••••• .3,000 2,000 1,000 0.2 o.;z. 0.2 
Laborers, except farm and mine•••••••••••••··· 80,000 75,000 5,000 4.4 6.1· 0,9 
Occupation not reported, •• ••• , ••••••••••• •.• , • lB,ooo s,ooo 9,000 l,O 0,6 l.5 

1940 

EnI,ployed. I I I I •I I•• I•• I I I I I l"I I I•••• I I I I I l,5.30,487 1,046,3?8 484,109 100,0 100.0 100,0 

Professional, tecbnical, and kindred workers, 145,861 80,110 65,751 9,5 7,7 13,6 
Farmers and. farm managers • ••••••••••••••••••• 15;44.3 14,746 697 1.0 1,4 0.1 
MBnagers, officials 1 and propra.~ ex,o. i'arm, ,1 127,487 115,.334 12,153 B,3 11,0 2,5 
Clerical and kindred workers •••• ;;~~~':··.· ••• ~~; 196,825 _7~,}~~ 117,433 12~9 7.6 24.3 
Sale.a workers, , , , ••••••• , • , ••• , •• , . , , , , ••• , •• 120,756 89 339 .31,417 7.9 S,!5 6,5 
Craftsmen, :foremen, and kindred workers,· ..... 213 ,974 267~~ . 6,446 14.0 19,S 1.3 
Operatives and kindred workers .... ,, •••• , • , ••• 408·;388 270;3.33 13810.55 26.7 25,S 28,5 
Private househO'ld workers ••• ,,, •• ,,., •••• ,,,, .56,615 2,537 54,-078 .3.7 0.2 11.2 
Service workers, except private household,.,, 131,60B .S2,767 48,841 S,6 7,9 10.l 
Farm laborers·, except unp.aid, and foremen ... , 15,0:31 14,833 198 1,0 1.4 -
Farm laborers, unpaid frunily workera, •• ,,,,,, l,816 1;·597 219 0.1 o.·2 -
Laborers, except farm and mine ••••••••••••••• 81,.884 '?8,804 3,0BO !5,4 7.5 0,6 
Occupation not rep"Orted ••• , , , • ., ••• , , , , • , ... , • , 14,799 9,058 !1,741 1.0 0.9 1.2 

TB;ble la.--MAJOR OCCuPATION GROUP OF EXPERIENCED UNEMPLOYED PERSONS, BY SEX, FOR MASSACHUSETTS: 1950 

(Percent not shown where base is lees than 100,000) 

I, ·Percent distribution 
Major occupation group Total Male Female 

i l Total ~le Female 

Experienced unemployed,., ••••• , •••••• , • . 113,000 84,000 29,000 100,0 - ~ 

Professional, managerial, and kindred workers 5,,000' 4,000 i 1,000 4.4 --
Clerical, sales, end kindred workers,,,,,,,,, 15,000 9,000 5,000 13,3 - -
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers,,,,,, 21,000 21,000 1;000 lS.6 - -
Operatives and kindred ~orkers •••••••••••••• 34,000 20,000 14,000 . .30.1 - . -
Service workers, including ·,private hooeebold, s,ooo 4,000 4,000 7,1 - -
Laborers, except Itli.ne, .. ,.. , • ·, •, , •••• , •• , , , •• 1 15,000 14,000 2·,000 13,.3 - -
Occupation not repOrted, •• •, •• •.•,,.,.;,.,,. ~ 14,000 11,000 .3,ooo 12.4 - -

I 
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Table 1.1,--MA.TOR IHDUSTRY GROUP OF EMPI.OXED PER.'30N2, BY SEX, FOR ~1ASSACHUSETTS: 1950 AND 19~0 
(;Jt>1ti.etics t'o1• 191,0 are revised; see t.ext. Percent not shown where less than 0,1) 

--
Percent distx•:tbution 

Jee.r anr.l ma,jor industry rsroup Total Male Female -
Total Male Female 

1950 

E1Jploye(t. , ••••••••• , •••••• , , , , • , , , , , , , , 1,815,000 1, ;a'.33 ,ooo 582,000 100,0 100,0 100.0 -
.Agriculture .• II ..•••.... I' ••••••••• I. a •• I .. I.'; 34,000 30,000 3,000 1.9 2.4 0,5 
t-lining,,,,,,. ,, , ..•... , .•.. , ... , , ..• , , ... , , , , 2,000 2,000 - 0.1 0.2 -
Cc-ns·~ructi.on, , , , , • , , , • , , • , , • , , , •• , , , • , . , •. 11 , , 95,000 90,000 5,00D 5.2 ?,3 0.9 
NanufRctur1.nr;., ••• , •• ,., •• ,,.,,,,,.,.,,.,,,,, 663,000 t,64,000 200,000 36.:5 37,6 :31t.4 

Durable c;oocls,, ... , •• ,,,,.,, •• , •••• ,, •• ,,., 2'19,00J 219,000 61,000 15,1, 1?.ll 1(),5 
Nantlurahlr~ EODrlD., • • , , , , , , , , •••• , • 11 , , • , • , , • 379,000 241,000 138,000 20.9 19,!:i 23.7 
Nut .(:poc:l.fiecl lll!Ul\lfucturing, , . , , , • , . 111., , •• , 5,000 4,000 1,000 0.3 0,3 0,2 

Trnnspnrtn.tinn 1 cc•11mmnJcution,nnd other 
puhlic u·til:tt:tes.' .••.... I I •••••• I I •• I. I •• '. 122 ,000 98,000 25,000 6.7 7,9 1.,3 

WholeE1nle and l'etall trade,,, . , , , , , , , , , , •• , • , 346,00() 238,000 108,000 19.l 19.3 lfl.6 
Service industr:l.cs, .. , , .. , , , , . , , .••• , , • , •. , , , 424,000 218,000 206,000 23.4 1.'7,'T 35.4 
JJ.l other induc;tr:i.cfl, ... , , .••••• , , •••••.• , • , •• 105,000 83,000 .2:3,000 .5.8 6,7 4,() 
:tnrlust:r~r not i1epo:r.1ted, • , • , , • , •• , • , , • , , , , , • , , , 21.,000 11,000 13 ,ooo J.,3 0.9 ~.2 

1940 

Employed, •• ,.,, •• ,,,.,.," ••• ,.,.,.,.,,,. l, 530,48? 1,046,378 484,109 100,0 J.00,() lOD,0 

Agl•icul ture.,,, . ... , , , . , , .• , •• , , • , •• , .. , , . , . , 35 ,91,.5 34,573 1,372 2.3 3,3 0,3 
Mining, •.•. ,,,.,,,,,., 111,,,.,,, .... ,.,,, ••• ,,,. J.,515 l,449 66 0.1 ll.l M 

Constructi.on, .• , , .......... , , . , ..•.•.• , , , •• , •. 60,610 67,043 1,56? 
'" 5 

6.4 0,3 
Manufa.ctur;I.ng, ••• , , , • , •• , ••• , , , , • , ••••• , •• , , , 564,165 400,:369 163,?96 36.9 313,3 3:3,El 

Durable goods, ••• , , •••• ·., ••• , , , • , • , •• , , ••• , 195,966 163,611 32,:355 12.8 1.5,ti 6,'7 
Nondurable goods. , , •• , , .• , • , , , , • , , , • , 11 , .. 11 , , 357,647 229,309 121.l,338 23,lt 21,9 1:~6 • .5 
Not speo:t:Cierl m!lnufac-l:.ur1ng.,,,,., •• , •••• ,, 10,552 7,1,49 3,103 0.7 0,7 0,6 

T1·anoportut,icm, conununicatlon, and other 
public uti1:1.t1.es ••.•• ,.,, ••• ,,, 11,., 11.,,, •••• 99,.269 134,0llt 15,255 6,5 H,Q 3.2. 

\lholmmle nnd rotntl t::N-tde ••• ,.,,, ••• ,,.,,.,, 28'7,622 209,298 78 ,321. l!l,8 20.0 16.2 
Serv1ce in.i111s·t;r1.Hs,, ••••• ,., ••• , •••• ,.,., ••• , 381,65;~ l.?9,861 201,791 21 .. 9 J.'i'.2 .!,).,'/ 
All other industr:teu., .•..... , •. ,., .... ,,.,,. 64,796 54,012 10,784 4.?. s.2 2 ~ .,;; 
Indus try nat reportod, ••. , .• , , , , , , , , • , , , , . , , , 26,913 15,759 ll,l.54 1.a 1,5 2.:l 

-

Tnh1.e 12.--rncc:i;;: U'. 1Wt9 OF FAMILIES AN!l 1.IHRJ.11.ATED IHDIVIDU.ALS, FOR MASSACHUSETTS, l3Y nES!DENCE 

TotE1l llrbnn antl rurul non!'nrm Porc<mt distribution 

To'tul Url>an nnd rurn 1 
nonfurm 

Income level Fnrnilios Fami.lies -and Fs.mUies all(l 
Frun:l.Ues FllJT\il:l.es FamUleri lJUl'Olutod unrolE1ted 

and tz!U'e- nnd mire-:l.ndiviclnnls imlividualo lated in- Fam:llfoo 
J.u·~cd :tn- FnmHJetq 

d:l.vid11nls dl.vidunls 

Total •• ,, ••• "', .• ,,,.,,, l,5'72,000 ]. 'l!Jfl ,000 1,51,9,000 1 16fl,OOO - - - -
Numbc-n~ reportiri['11., ••• , •• , ••• 1,'.3W/,000 1,052,000 J.,365,000 1,mt,.,000 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 

Under *50l),.,, .. , .. , •.. , . , , 160,000 54,000 157,000 52,000 11.5 5,1 ll,5 s.o 
$'300 to *"· 999. •It Io• I• ft It I 91,DOO 33,000 90,000 33,000 6,6 3.1 6,6 3,2 
$1,000 tb $1,499, .••••••••• 96,00ll Ml,000 95,000 47,000 6,9 1.,..6 7.0 4.!3 
t:a, 500 to f~l, 999 •.••••••• ,, 95,000 63.,000 95,000 61,000 6,8 5.8 ?,() !3.9 
$2 ,OQO to :~2 ,499, ••• , •••• ,. 129,000 94,000 126,000 92,000 9.3 8.9 9.2 8.9 
$2,500 to $2,999, •••••••••• 135,000 115,000 131,000 111,000 9,7 10.9 9.6 10.? 
¢3 ,ODO to :)3,499 ..... , .... , 156,000 141,000 154,000 139,000 11.2 13.lt 11.3 13.4 
$3 , 500 to 4·.3, 999 ........... 126,000 121,000 124,000 120,000 9.1 11,5 9.1 11.6 
¢4,000 to $'•,499 ........... 103,000 99,000 102,000 9$,000 7.4 9.4 7.5 9,5 
$4,500 to ¢4,999 ........... 6?,000 66,000 66,000 65,000 4.8 6.3 4.8 6.:3 
$5,000to15,999, ••••••••• , 88,000 84,000 86,000 a2,ooo 6.3 a.a 6.3 7.9 
!6,000 to ~6,999 ••••••••••• 53 ,ooo 51,000 51,000 50,000 3,a 4.8 3.? 1 •• 8 
~7,000 to ~.9,999,,,.,,., •• , 55,000 54,000 55,000 51, ,ooo 4.0 5.1 4.0 5.2 
!~10,000 and over.,,,,.,,, 41, 32,000 30,000 32,000 30,000 2.3 2.9 2.3 2.9 

Income not reported ••••.••••• 186,000 136,000 183,000 134,000 - - .. -
1Med ia.n income •••• , ••• , . , •••• , ·, $2 ,954 $3,429 $2,956 $3 ,435 - - - -


