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POPULATION OF DELAWARE: APRIL 1, 1950 

(This is the second of a series of reports presenting final population figures for selected areas in each 
State. In this series, reports are numbered alphabetically by States • .Additional reports·will be issued 
as rinal figures for other States become available) · · 

The total population of Delaware on April 1, 
1950, was 318,085, according to final figures 
for the State released today by Roy v. Peel, 
Director, Bureau of the Census, Department of 
Commerce. During the past 10 years, the popu
lation of the State increased by 51,580, or '19.4 
percent, over the 266,505 inhabitants enumerated 
in 1940. Among ·the States and the District of 
Columbia, Delaware ranked 47th in population~ 

The present population of Delaware is more than 
five times as large as its population .160 years 
ago when it was first enumerated in a Federal 
census. 

According to the new urban definition, 
Delaware had an urban population of 199,122 and 
a rural population of 118,963. The urban pop
ulation comprised 62.6 percent of the total pop
ulation of the State. 

Between 1940 and 1950, all three coun
ties in Delaware gained population. New Castle 
County, the largest county in the State, led in 
both the amount of increase and the rate of 
growth. The smallest county in the Stat.e, Kent 
County, had the smallest numerical increase and 
rate of growth. 

Delaware had a total of 50 incorporated 
places ranging in size from Slaughter Beach town 
with a population of 85 to Wilmington city with 
a population of 110,356. The population living 
in the incorporated places amounted to. 56.1 per
cent of the_ population of the State. Nine of the 
incorporated places in Delaware had 2,500 in
habitants or more and an aggregate population of 
147)890. 

To permit _a more realistic classification 
of the population by urban and rural residence, 
the Bureau of the Census adopted a new urban 

definitio~ for use in the 1950 Census. According 
to this definition, the urban population com
prises all persons living ,in (a) places.of 2,500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, and villages; (b) the densely settled 
urban fringe, incorporated or unincorporated., 
around cities of 50,000 or more; (c) unincor
porated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more out
side of any urban fringe; and (d) incorporated 
towns of 2, 500 inhabitants or more except in New 
England, New York, and Wisconsin, where "towns" 
are simply minor civil divisions of counties. 
The remaining population is classified as rural. 

According to the old definition, the urban· 
population comprised all persons living in in
corporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor civil divisions) 
classified as urban under special rules relating 
to population size and density. 

In order to apply the new urban definition, 
the Bureau of the Census has defined boundaries 
for unincorporated places of 1,000 inhabitants 
or more. Only those with a population of 2,500 
or more have been defined as urban. The Bureau 
has also delineated arbitrary boundaries for the 
thickly settled fringe around cities of 50,000 
or more. 

There were no unincorporated places identi
fied in Delaware and no areas urban under 
special r~le according to the old definition. 
The di·fference in the di stri but ion of the pop
ulation of Delaware by urban and ru~al residence 
under the new and old definitions, therefore, is 
that the new definition classifies as urban 
51,232 persons living in the urban fringe of the 
Wilmington urbanized area who would have been 
included in the rural population under the old 
definition. 

(over) 



Table 1.--POPULATION OF DELAWARE, URBAN AND RURAL: 1790 .TO 1950 

(For description of new and old urban definitions, see text) 

Table 2. --POPULATION OF DELAWARE, BY COUNTIES: · 
1950 .AND 1940 

Percent 

Population Percent 
PopuJ.ation increase, 

County 1940 to 
Date Rural 

urban 
Total 'Gr ban • 

1940 1950 1950 

New urban definition, 1950 •.••••• 318,085 199,122 118,963 62.6 

Old uxban definition: 
147,890 170,195 46.5 

l95b ••.•• ·•·••• •·•••••· •••••• 318,08.5 
52.3 

1940 •••••••••••••••••••.••••• 266,.505 139,432 127,073 

1930 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 238,380 123,146 115,234 .51.7 
54.2 

1920 •• ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
223,003 120,767 102,236 

. 48.0 
1910 ••.••.•..••...••••.•••.•• 202,322 97,085 105,237 

46.4 
1900 •••. ••••••• •••••••• •••••• 184,735 85,717 99,018 

42.2 
1890 •••••.••••••.••••.• •••••• 168,493 71,067 97,426 

1880 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 146,608 48,989 97,619 33,4 

The State ••••• 318,085 266,505 19,4 

Kent •••••••••••••.•• 37,870 34,441 10.0 

New Castle •••••••••• 218,879 179,562 21.9 

Sussex •..•.••••.•••• 61,336 52,502 16,8 
--·~ 

1870 ••.•.•••••••••••••••••••• 125,015 30,841 94,174 24.7 

1860 ••••••••• ••••• ••••••••••• 112,216 21,258 90,958 18.9 

1850 •••••.•••••.••••••..••••• 91,532 13,979 77,553 15.3 

1840 ••••••••••••.••••••.••••• 78,085 S,367 69,718 10.7 

1830 •••.•••• ••••••••••• .••••• 76,748 - 76,748 -
1820 •••.•••.••••••••••••••••• 72,749 - 72,749 -
1810 ••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 72,674 - 72,674 -
1800 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 64,273 - 64,273 -
1790 ••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 59,096 - 59,096 -

Table 3.--POPULATION OF INCORPORATED PLACES: 1950 

Population 
Population 

Place County Place County 
1940 

1950 1940 1950 

1,472 2,593 Leipsic ••••••.••••••.•• Kent ••••••.•. ,.· •••••• 253 210 
Bellefonte •.••••••••.•• New Castle ........... 2,904 2,246 
Bethany Beach ••••••.••• Sussex •.••.•••••••••• 190 152 Lewes •.•.••••••••••••.• Sussex ••••••••••••••• 

242 266 
Bethel •.•••.•.••••••••• Sussex •.••••••••.•••• 271 245 Little Creek •••••••• ••· Kent ••••••••••••••••• 

218 
Blades ••••..•.••..••••• Sussex •.••••••••••••• 789 601 Magnolia ••.••••••..•• '• • Kent ••••••.•.•••••••• 207 

1,755 1,.529 
Bowers •••••••.••••••.•• Kent ••••••••.•••.•••• 284 328 Middletown •..•••••••••• New Castle ••••••••••• 

Bridgeville •.• , •.•••.•• Sussex ••••••••••••••• 1,468 1,180 Milford •.••••••..•••••• {Kent ••••••••.••••••.• } .5,179 4,214 
Camden •. , ••.•• ··: ••..•• Kent ••••.•••.•••••••• 606 682 Sussex ••..•••.•.••••• 

432 
Kent •••.••••••.••.••• 232 Millsboro •••••••.•••••• Sussex ••••...•••••••• 470 

Cheswold ••••••.•••••.•• 292 184 
825 890 Millville .............. Sussex ••••••••••••••• 270 

Clayton •• ~ ••••••••••••• Kent •.•••••••••••.••• 1,198 
Dagsboro ••...•••••••.•• Sussex •••••••••••.••• 474 222 Milton •••.•.••••••.•••• Sussex •••..•••••••••• 1,321 

Newark •••.•.••••••••.•• New Castle ••••.•••••• 6,731 4,.502 
Delaware City .......... New Castle ••••••••••• l,363 1,163 

New Cas.tle ••••••••••.•• 5,396 4,414 
Delmar1 •••••••••••••••• Sussex ••••••••..••..• l,015 881 New Castle ••••.•••••• 

987 
Dover ••••••••..••••.••• Kent ••••••..••••••••• 6,223 5,517 NewlJOrt ••••••.••••••••• New Castle ••••••••••• 1,171 

406 
Ellendale ••..••••.••••• Sussex ••••••.•••••••• 321 287 Ocean View •••••••.••••• Sussex ••••••.•••••••• 450 

Elsmere •••...••..•• , ••• New Castle •.••••••••• 5,314 1,630 Odessa •.....••••••.••.• New Castle ••.•..••.•• 467 391 
Rehoboth Beach, ••••••.• Sussex •.•...••.•••••• 1,794 1J24? 

Farmington •..•.•••..••• Kent •••..•••••....••• 113 120 
2,B04 Felton •••••....•.••••.• Kent .•••..••••....••• 455 442 Seaford •.•....•••..•... Sussex •.••.•.•••••••• 3,087 

Fran:ki'ord ••....••••••.• Sussex ............... 615 563 Selbyville ............. Sussex ••••...•.•.•••• l,086 882 

Frederica ••....••••••.• Kent .•..••.••••...••• 675 645 Slaughter Beach ••... : •• Sussex •..•••.•.•••••• 85 46 

Georgetown ••••••.•...•• Sussex ............... 1,923 l,820 Smyrna •.•.••.......••.• {Kent ••.•••.•.•••••••• t 2,346 1,870 

Greenwood •••••••••.•..• Sussex ••.....•••••••• 746 573 
New Castle ••••••..•.• 

Harrington •••••.•••••.• Kent .••..•..••••••••• 2,241 2,ll3 Townsend .•.•...•.•••.•• New Castle ••.•...••.. 441 544 
Hartly •••••.•...••••..• Kent ..••.••..••..•••• 139 125 Viola •....••....•.•.••• Kent •.•..••..•••.•••• 134 113 
Houston •..•.•..•••••.•• Kent ..•••..•••••.•••• 332 296 Woodside ........ ; ....•. Kent ••••••••••.•••••• 157 189 
Kenton ................. Kent •••••••••••••••.• 211 233 Wilmington •.••..••••••• New Castle ••• '• ••••••• 110,356 112,.504 
Laurel ••••••.••..•••.•• Sussex •••••••••••.••• 2,700 2,884 Wyoming.• ..•...••.•.••• Kent .•••.•••.•.•••••. 911 8?0 

1 Population of Delmar town, Wicomico County, Maryland, 1,328 in 1950, and 1,184 in 1940. 

Table 4.--POPULATION OF COUNTIES BY MINOR CIVIL DMSIONS: 1950 

(The 11districts 11 shown in the table are representative districts. 1950 figures are not necessarily comparable with figures for 1940 or earlier 
dates shown in 1940 Census Reports because of boundary changes in some areas. Boundary changes will be described in table 6 of the forth
coming First Series Bulletin for Delaware) 

County and 
minor civil division 

Population, 
19.50 

KENT COUNTY •••.••••••.•••• ,__ ___ 3_7~,_8_70__,, 

District 1.................... 4,422 
District 2.................... 4,248 
District 3........ .... • .. .. • .. 2,671 
District 4.................... 2,555 
District 5.................... 6,052 

District 6,................... 2,168 
District 7........ .• .. .. ... ... 3,838 
District 8.................... 3,269 
District 9.......... ... • • .. • • • 4 1418 
District 10....... •. .......... 4,229 

111 

County and 
minor civil division 

Population, 
1950 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY. . . • • • . • • 218, 879 
1--------11 

District 1.................... ll,515 
District 2.. • .. • .. • • .. .. • .. .. • 3.5, 762 
District 3.. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ... 21,417 
District 4.. ..... .. ... ... • ... • 9,078 
District 5.................... 32,584 

District 6... ... . .. . •• .. . ..... 24,039 
District 7.. .... .. • ..... ..... • 32,224 
District 8.................... 7 ,677 
District 9 ••.•• ;.............. 9 ,057 
District 10................... 21,824. 

District 11................ •• • 2,599 
District 12................... 3,053 
District 13................ •• • 4,554 
District 14................... 2,175 
District 15................... 1,321 

County and 
minor civil division 

Population, 
1950 

SUSSEX COUNTY •••••...•••• • 1-----..:;;6..;,;;l-'-,3;;;,.;....3_6 

District 1. .•. .• .• . • . •• • • •• • •• 7,254 
District 2 .•••••••••.•••••••• : 5, 849 
District 3 • •••..•••.••••. • • . • • 7, 815 
District 4.... •• . • • • . • • • • • • . • • 4,446 
District 5 ••••••••• , ••••••••• ~ 7 ,139 

District 6. • • • .. .. • . • • • • • • . • • • 6, 4 70 
District 7 .......... ; • • • ... • • • 6,1.95 
District 8. • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 2, 5.36 
District 9. . • • • • • . • • . • • • . • • • . • 3. 563 
District 10. • • • . • • . • • • • • . • • • . • 10, 069 


