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. (This is one of a series of reports presenting final populat~.on figures for selected areas in each State. In 
this series, reports are numbered alphabetically by States. Additional reports will be issued as final 
figures for other States become available) 

The total population of Massachusetts on 
April 1, 1950, was 4,690,514, according to final 
figures for the State release<i today by Roy V. 
Peel, Director, Bureau of the Census, Department 
of Commerce. During the :previous 10 years, the 
population of the State increased by 373, 793, o·r 
8,7 percent, over the 4,316,721 inhabitants enu,­
merated in 1940. .Among the States, Massachu­
setts ranked ninth in :population. The 1950 
population was more than 12 times as large as 
its population in 1790 when it was enumerated in 
the first Federal census. 

According to the new urban definition, 
Ma'ssachusetts had. 3,959,239 persons living in 
urban territory and 731,.275 in rural terri·tory. 
The urban population comprised 84.4 percent of 
the population of the State. 

Between 1940 and 1950, 13 of the 14 coun­
ties in Mas:3achusetts increased in population. 
The :ratea or increase ranged from 2.4 percent for 
Nantucket td 25.5 percent tor Barnstable. The 
rate of loss for Dukes was 0.6· percent .. The 
largest num.t:Jrical increase was recorded in Mid­
dlesex, which had a gain of ~3,179. The co.unties 
in Massachusetts ranged in size from Nantucket 
With a population of 3,484 to Middlesex with a 
population of 1, 064, 569. 

There were 39 places in Massachusetts in 
1950 incorporated as cities' and 114 unincorpo­
rated places of l,ooo· inhabitants or more. All 
or the cities had 2,500 ·inhabitants or more. 
The 69 unincor:porat ed :places o.f 1, 000 to 2, 500 
inhabitants accounted tor 104, 758 of the 364, 613 
~rs.ans livlng in unincorporated places. The 
~ities· in Massachusetts ranged in size from New­
buryport wi'i:ih a :population. of 14, lll to Boston 
With a populettion of 801,444. · 
).;:i' If'/ 

Under the urban de1'inition estabUshed f'or 
use in the 1950 Census, the urban population 
comprises all persons ·living j,n (a) plaoes of 
2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, towns, 1 and villages; {b)

1 
·the densely 

settled urban fringe, including both incorpo­
rated and uni.ncorporated areas, around cities of 
50,000 or more; and (o) unincorporated.places of 
2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban 
fringe. The !emaining population is classified 
as rural. According to the urban definition· 
used in previous censuse~, the urban population 
comprised all persons living. in incorporated 
places of 2;500 inhabitants or more and areas 
{usually minor civil divisions) elassified as 
urban under special rules relating to population 
size and density. 

In both definitions, the most important 
component of the urban territory is the group of 
incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or 
more. A definition of urban territory restricted 
to such places, however, would exclude a number 
of eY.ually large and densely settled plac e·s, 
merely be.cause they were not incorporated places. 
Under the old definition, an effort was made to 
avoid some of the more obvious omissions by the 
inclusion of the places urban under special 
rules. Even with these rules, however·, many 
large and closely built~up places were excluded 
from the urban territory. To improve the situa­
tion in the 1950 Census, the Bureau of the Cen­
sus set up~ in advance ot enumeration 1 boundaries 
for urban-fringe areas around cities of 50,000 
or more and for unincorporated places outsid·e 
urban fringes.. All the population residing in 

l Except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where 11towns 11 are minor civil divisions of counties and 
are not necessarily densely settled centers like the 
towns in other States. 
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urban-fringe areas and in unincorporated places 
of' 2, 500 or more is classified as urban accord­
ing to the 1950 definition. (Of course, the 
incorporated places of 2, 500 or more are urban 
in their own right.) Consequently, the special 
rules of the old definition are no longer 
necessary. 

According to the new urban definition, the 
1950 urban population of Massachusetts consisted 
of' the following components: (1) The 3,034,825 
inhabitants of the 39 cities of 2, 500 inhabit­
an ts or .more; (2) the 259,855 inhabitants of the 
45 specially delineated unincorporated places ot 
2,500 inhabitants or more; and (J) 664,559 per~ 
sons living in the urban-fringe areas of Boston, 
Brockton, Lawrence, Lowell, New Bedford, Spring~ 
i'i eld, Holyoke, Worcester, and the Massachusetts 
parts of the urban-fringe areas of Fall River 
and Providence, R. r. There were 83 towns urban 
under special rule in Massachusetts according to 

the old urban definition. The 1950 urban popu-
lation under the old definition, therefore,. con­
sisted of the 3,034,825 inhabitants of the 39 
cities and the 1,087,313 inhabitants of the 83 
places urban under special rule. According to 
the new urban definition, 621,646 of the inhab­
itants of the· places urban under special rule 1 

were classified as urban because of residence in 
urban-fringe areas and 228,642 because of resi­
dence in 35 unincorporated places of 2,500 in­
habitants or more. The remaining 237,025 persons 
were included in the rural population. On 
the other hand, included in the urban population 
according to the new definition were 42,913 per­
sons living in urban-fringe areas and 31,213 
persons living in 10 additional unincorporated 
places of 2,500 inhabitants or more who were 
classified as rural under the old definition. 
The net loss in the urban population of Massa• 
chusetts which resulted from the change in defi· 
nition, therefore, is 162,899. 

Table 1.--POPULATION OF MASSACHUSETTS, URBAN AND RURAL: 
1790 TO 19.50 

(For description of new and old urban definitions, see text) 

Population Percent Date 
Total Urban Rural urban 

New urban definition, 1950 (Apr. 1) •• 4,690,.514 3,9.59,239 731,275 84.4 

Old urban definition: 
1950 (Apr. 1) •••.•••••••.•••.•••• 4,690,.514 4,122,138 568,376 87.9 
1940 (Apr. 1) •••••••••••••••••••• 4,316,721 3,859,476 457,245 89.4 
1930 (Apr. 1) •••••••••••••••••••• 4,249,614 3,831,426 418,188 90.2 
1920 (Jan. 1) •••••••••••••••••••• 3,852,356 3,468,916 383,440 90.0 
1910 (Apr. 15)••••••••••••••••••• 3,366,416 2,995,739 370,677 89.0 
1900 (June 1) •••••••••••••••••••• 2,805,346 2,411,877 393,469 86.0 
1890 (June l) ••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 2,238,947 1,834,888 404,059 82.0 
1880 (June 1) •••••••••••••••••••• · 1,783,085 1,331,580 451,505 74.7 
1870 (June 1) •••••••••••••••••••• 1,457,351 972,081 485,270 66.7 
1860 (June 1) ..................... 1,231,066 733,209 497,857 59.6 
1850 (June 1) ••••••••.••••••••••• 994,.514 503,861 490,653 50.7 
1840 (June 1) •••••••••••••••••••• 737,699 279,454 458,245 37.9 
1830 (June 1) •••••••••••••••••••• 610,408 189,657 420,7.51 31.1 
1820 (Aug. ?) •••••••••••••••••••• 523,287 119,187 404,100 22.8 
1810 (Aug. 6)•••••••••••••••••••• 1472,040 100,617 371,423 21.3 
1800 (Aug. 4) •••••••••••••••••••• 1422,845 65,300 357,545 15.4 
1790 (Aug. 2) •••••••••••••••••••• 1 378,787 51,202 327,585 13 • .5 

1 
Excludes population of Maine, admitted to the Union as a separate state in March 

1$20. 
:;.;,it:. ti r/ 



County 

The State •.....•.....••• 

Barnstable •..•..........•••• 
Eerkshire •....•.....•...•••• 
Bristol •...........•....•••• 
Bukes .....•...............••• 
Essex1 •.••..•••••.•••••.•..• 

Franklin •. .................. 
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Table 2.--POPULATION OF MASSACHUSETTS, BY COUNTIES: 1950 AND 1940 

(Minus sign (-) denotes dccr.:n:.;c:) 
- -~·- . 

Population 
"{ 

Percent 
increase, 
1940 to County 

1950 1940 1950 

4 ,690 ,511+ 4,316,721 8.7 Hampden •.................••• 
Hampshire •.....•.•.......••• 

46,805 37.,,295 25.5 Middlesex1 •••..•.•.••.•..••• 
132,966 122,273 8.7 Nantucket •..•.....••.•..••.. 
381,569 364,637 4.6 Norfolk •............••...•• , 

5,633 5,669 -0.6 Plymouth .................••. 
522,384 496,313 5.3 . Suffolk •.•.....•..•......•. , 
52,747 49,453 6.7 Worcester •. . ............... 

1 Part of Essex annexed to Middlesex and part of Middlesex annexed to Essex in 194 7. 

Population Percent 
increase, 
1940 to 

1950 1940 1950 

367,971 332,107 10.8 
87,594 72,461 20.9 

1,064,569 971,390 9.6 
3,484 3,401 2.4 

392,308 325,180 20.6 
189,468 168,824 12.2 
896,615 863,248 3.9 
54.6,401 504,,470 8.3 

Table 3,--POPULATION OF .ALL INCORPORA.TED PLACES AND OF UNINCORPORATED PLACES QF 1,000 OR MORE: 1950 AND 1940 

("Uninc." designates an unincorporated place. Figures for 1940 are not available for unincorporated places. Specific unincorporated 
. places in urban-fringe areas have not been separately identified and therefore are not listed in this table) 

Population Population 
Place County Place County 

1950 1940 1950 1940 

.Mams"Renfrew ( uninc.) , , Berkshire ••••••••• 11,633 ... Holliston ( uninc • ) ••••••• Middlesex ••••••••• 1,908 . .. 
Amesbury (uninc .) , , ••• , • Essex ••••••••••••• 9,711 . .. Holyoke •••••••••••••••• ,. Hampden ••••••••••• 54,661 53,7.50 
Amherst (uninc.) •••••••• Hampshire ••••••••• 7,900 ... Hopedale ( uninc. ) •••••••• Worcester, •••••• ,. 2,797 . .. 
Athol (uninc,) .......... Worcester ••••••••• 9,708 •••' Hopkinton ( uninc • ) ••••••• Middlesex ••••••••• 1,829 ... 
. -l ... ttleboro ................. Bristol., ••••••••• 23,809 22,071 Housatonic (uninc.), ••••• Berkshire ••••••••• 1,601 . .. 
Ayer ( uninc.) ... , ••••••• Middlesex ••••••••• 3,107 . . . Hyannis (uninc.) ••••••••• Barnstable •••••••• 4,235 . .. 
Baldwinville (uninc.) ••• Worcester ••••••••• 1,407 ... Ipswich (uninc.) ••••••••• Essex ••••••••••••• 4,952 . .. 
Barre Plains-South Barre Kingston (uninc.) •••• •••• Plymouth.•••• ••••• 1,366 ... 

(uninc,) ••••••• , •••••• , Worcester ••••••••• 1,151 . .. LaW"rence ••••••••••••••••• Essex ••••••••••••• 80,.536 84,323 
Bedford ( unina.) • , •••••• Middlesex ••••••••• 1,407 ... Lee (uninc.) ............. Berkshire ••••••••• 2,847 . .. 
Beverly •••• - ••••.••.•••• Essex ••••••••••••• 28,884 2.5,537 

Leicester Center 
Blackstone (uninc,) ..... Worcester ••••••••• 1,815 ... (uninc.) •••••••••••• •••• Worcester, •••••••• 1,465 . .. 
Boston ••••••• •••• ..••••. Suffolk, •••••••••• 801,444 770,816 Lenox (uninc.) ••••••••••• Berkshire ••••••••• 1,604 ... 
Bridgewater (uninc,) .... Plymouth,, •••••••• 3,445 . .. Leominster • •••••••••••• , • Worcester ••••••••• 24,075 22,226 
Brockton .•.•.•.•.•.••••• Plymouth., ••••.•••• 62,860 62,34.3 Littleton Corrunon 
Brookfield (uninc,) ••• ,. Worcester ••••••••• 1,017 ... (wiinc.) •••• , •• , •••••••• Middlesex •••••••.•• 1,017 . .. 
Buzzards Bay ( uninc.) ••• Barnstable •••••••• 1,459 . .. Lowell •••••••••• ,.•• ••••• Middlesex ••••••••• 97,249 101,389 
Ca'!ibridge •• ,., •• ,,. •••,, Middlesex: ••••••••• 120,'740 110,879 Lunenburg-Whal om 
C antcn ( uninc • ) • , • , ••••• Norf'o].k ............ 4,739 ... (uninc.) ................. Worcester, ••••• ••. 1,812 . .. 
Chatham { uninc. ) , • , •••• , Barnstable •••••••• 1,225 . .. Lynn ••• ••••••••••••.· ••• ,, Essex .•••••••••••• 99, 738 98;,123 
Chelsea •• ,.••••• .•••••.• Suffolk ••• , ••••••• 38,912 41,259 Malden ••••• •• •••••••••••• Middlesex ••••••••• 59,804 58,010 

Mansfield (uninc.) ••• •••• Bristol ••••••••••• 4,808 ... 
Chicopee ••••••• ••, •••••• Hampden ••••••••••• 49,211 41,664 Marlborough •••••••••••• , • Middlesex, •••••••• 15,7.56 15,1.54 
Clinton ( uninc.) , • , •••• , Worcester ••••••••• 12,287 12,440 
Cohasset ( uninc,) • , , •••• Norfolk •• , •••• , ••• 2,009 ... Martins Pond (uninc.) •••• Middlesex .••••••••• 1,109 . .. 
Concord (uninc.) ••••••,, Middlesex ••••••• ,. 2,299 ... Maynard (uninc.) ••••••••• Middlesex .••••••••• 6,690 ... 
Dalton (uninc.)., ••••••• Berkshire ••••••••• 4,285 ... Medfield (uninc.) •••••••• Norfolk~ •••••••••• 1,696 . .. 
Dennis Port ( uninc.) •• , • Barnstable •••••••• 1,080 ... Medford •.••••••••.••••••• Middlesex ••••••••• 66,113 63,083 
East Bridgewater Medway (uninc.) •••••••••• Norfolk ••••••••••• l,276 ... 

(uninc,) ........ , • , ••• , Plymouth,, ......... 1,.570 ... Melrose ..... ••• ••••••••.•• Middlesex ••••••••• 26,988 25,333 
East Douglas -( uninc,) • , • Worcester ••••••••• 1,846 ... Merino Village ( uninc • ) , • Worcester, •••• , ••• 3,118 ... 
East Falmouth ( uninc , ) •• Barnstable •••••••• 1,405 ... Merrimac ( uninc.) , •• , •••• Essex ••••••••••••• 1,618 . .. 
Edgartown ( uninc.) ••••• , Dtlkes .••••••••••••• 1,264 ... Middleborough (uninc.) ••• Plymouth •• , ••• •••, 5,889 . .. 

i Milford ( uninc. ) ••••••• , • Worcester ••••••••• 14,396 . .. 
Everett • .... •-.·oft ........... -. Middlesex ••••••••• 45,982 46,784 
Fall River ••••••• ,,, •• ,. Bristol ••••••••••• 111,963 115,428 Millers Fall (uninc.) •••• Franklin ••• ••••••• 1,134 ... 
Falmouth ( uninc.) ....... Barnstable ••• , •••• 2,713 ... Millerville (uninc.) ••••• Worcester•; ••••••• 1,703 . .. 
Fisherville-Farnumsville Millis-Clicquot (uninc,). Norfolk ••••••••••• 1,419 . .. 

(uninc.) ........ , •••••• Worcester ••••••••• 2,.594 ... Millville (uninc,) ••••••• Worcester ••••••••• 1,407 . .. 
Fi tehbuxg ••••• , ••••••• , , Worcester ••••••••• 42,691 41,824 Monson (uninc.) •• · •• •• •• •• Hampden •• •••• ••• ,. 2,436 ... 
Forge Village (uninc.),, Middlesex ••••••••• 1,115 ... Nantucket (uninc.) ........ Nantucket, •••••••• 2,901 . .. 
Foxborough Cu.nine,) ••••• Norfolk •• 1 ••••••••• 2,774 ... New Bedford •••••••••••••• Bristol ••••••••••• 109,189 110,341 
franklin ( uninc.) •• , •• , • Norfolk ••••••••••• 5,34$ ... Newburyport •••••••••••••• Essex ••••••.••••••• 14,111 13,916 
Gardner.,.,,. •••••••••••• Worcester ••••••••• 19,.581 20,206 Newton ................ •• •• Middlesex ••• , ••• ,. 81,994 69,873 
Gardners Necx-Ocean North Adams •••••••• , •• , •• Berkshire ••••••••• 21,567 22,213 Grove (uninc,)., ..... , , Bristol .••••• •·• •••• 3,117 ... 
Georgetown ( u_11inc , ) ••••• 

Northanq>ton •••••••••••••• Hampshire, •••••••• 29,063 24,794 
Essex ••••••••••••• 1,578 ... Northborough (uninc.) .... Worcester ••••••••• 1,442 ... 

Gilbertville ( uninc.) • , , Worcester ••••••••• 1,039 ... North Brookfield 
Gloucester ••• , •••••••• , • Essex •••• " •••••••• 2.5,167 24,046 (uninc.) •••••••••••• •••• Worcester ••••••••• 2,599 ... Great Barrington North Scituate-Scituate 

(uninc,), ......... ., •• , ••• Berkshire ••••••••• 3,913 .... Center (uninc.),, ••••••• Plymouth •••••••••• 1,682 . .. Greenfield ( uninc.) , •••• Franklin •••••••••• 15,075 ... Nuttings Lake (uninc.) ••• Middlesex ••••••••• 1,301 ... Groveland ( uninc. ) ••••• , Essex ••••••••••••• 1,230 ... Oak Bluffs (uninc.)., •••• Du.kes ••••••••••••• 1,487 . .. Eaverhi11 ............... Essex ••••••••••••• 47)280 46,752 Onset ( uninc.) ••••••••••• Plymouth •••••••••• 1,674 ... lb,lden Jeffersonville Orange ( uninc • ) •••••••• , • Franklin ••••• •• ••• 4,048 . .. tuninc.) ••••••••••••••• Worcester ••••••••• 1,812 ... Osterville ( uninc • ) • , •••• Barnstable •••••••• 1,003 . .. 
:.....;.. "ft! ,, 
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Table 3.--POPULA.TION OF ALL INCORPORATED PLACES AND OF UNINCORPORATED PLACES OF 1,000 OR Mo:m: l950 AND 1940--Con. 

( "Uninc." designates an unincorporated place, Figures for 1940 are not ~~~ilable for unincorporat~d lJ?l~~~si ~b~~i~;~1:0'incorporated 
places in urban-fringe areas have not been separately ident111ed and therefore are no :i.s n .. 

Population 
Population 

Place County 
Place County 1950 1940 

19.50 1940 

Oxford (uninc,), ••••.•.• Worcester .......... 3,238 Spencer (uninc.) .••••..•• • Worcester ••.••••.• 5,259 
Hampden ••••.•.•••• 162,399 149,554 

Palmer (uninc.) ••••••... Hampden •.....•.•.. 3,440 Springfield •.••••..•••••. 
Bristol. ....•••••. 40,109 37,395 

Peabody ••••••.•.•••...•. E:ssex ............... 22,645 21, 711 Taunton •....•• •.••••••.··· 
Peppere 11-East Pepperell Three Rivers (uninc.) •••. Hampden •.••.•••..• 2,359 

(uninc.) •••••••.•.•.... Middlesex •..•.•... 1,734 Turners Falls ( uninc.) ••• Franklin •••.•••••• 5,179 

Pinehurst (uninc.) •.••.. Middlesex ••.•.•... 2,905 Upton-West Upton ' 
Worcester •...•••.. 1,765 

Pittsfield •.••...••..•.• Berkshire •...••... 53,348 49,684 (uninc.) ••.••••..••...•• 

Plymouth (uninc.) ....... Plymouth •...•.•... 10,540 Uxbridge-North Uxbridge 
Worcester •.••.••.• 4,930 

Provincetown (unir.::.) ... Barnstable •..•••.• 3,745 (uninc.) •••••••..•••.••• 

Quincy •••••...•••••.••.• Norfolk •..•...••.. 83,835 75 ,810 Vineyard Haven (uninc.) •• Dukes ••.•..••.••.• 1,864 

Revere, ••••....••••••..• Suffolk, ....••••.. 36, 763 34,405 Waltham •••••...••..•..•.• Middlesex •••••••.. 47,187 40,020 

Ware (uninc.) ............ Hampshire ••••.••.• 6,217 

Rockdale (uninc.) , ...... Worcester •••••••.. 1,848 Wareham-Wareham Center 
Rockport (uninc,) ....... Essex •••.....••.•• 2,911 (uninc.) •••..•...••...•• Plymouth •..••.••.• 1,460 
Rutland (uninc.) ........ Worcester •..•.••.• 1,629 Warren ( uninc.) •••.••.••• Worcester •..•.•.•• 1,550 
Salem ••••••.•.••••..•..• Essex ••••.•.•.••.. 41,880 41,213 Webster (uninc.) ••••••••• Worcester •.•..••.• 12,160 
Sa11d'Wich (uninc.) •••••.• Bar-nstable •.••••.. 1,007 Westborough ( uninc.) ••.•• Worcester •.•...... 3,443 
Scituate (uninc.), ...... Plsmouth •.•.•••.•. 1,457 West Bridge'Water 
Sharon (uninc.) ......... Norfolk ••.•.•.••.• 2,815 (uninc.) •••••.•..•..•••• Plymouth •.....•... 1,379 
Shelburne Falls (uninc,) Franklin •.•.•••••• 2,364 West Brookfield ( uninc.) • Worcester •••..••.. 1,104 
Shirley Village (uninc.) Middlesex •..•••..• 1,082 West Concord (uninc.) .... Middlesex •.••.•••• 1,285 
Shore Acres-Sand Hills Westfield •.....••...••••. Hampden •...•...•.. 20,962 18, 793 

(uninc.) ••••••••••••..• Plymouth •...••••.. 1,026 West Med'Way (uninc.) ..... Norfolk ••..•..••.. 1;625 

2,024 
West Warren ( uninc.) ••..• Worcester •.•••..•. 1,244 

Silver Lake (uninc.) .... Middlesex ••.••••.• 1,355 
Somerville •.••.•••••••.• Middlesex •..••••.. 102,351 102,177 West Yarmouth (uninc.) ••• Barnstable •••..•.. 

South Bellingham Whi tinsville (uninc.) .... Worcester •.•.•••.• 5,662 

(uninc.) ••••.••.•••..•• Norfolk ••..•••••.. 1,919 Williamstown (uninc.) .... Berkshire ••••.•••• 5,015 

Southbridge (uninc.) •..• Worcester, •..•••.. 16,748 Wilmington (uninc.) •••.•. Middlesex •.•.•••.. 1,331 

South Deerfield (uninc.) Franklin •..••••••. 1,418 Winchendon (uninc.) •••••• Worcester •.•.•...• 4,019 

South Hadley (uninc.) ... Hampshire ••.••••.• 2,446 Woburn ••.• , ....••.••••.•• Middlesex ••••.•.•• 20,492 19 J 751 

South Lancaster (uninc,) Worcester •.•••.•.. 1,462 Worcester •.•.•••••••..••• Worcester •.••.••.• 203/.86 193,694 

South Yarmouth (uninc.). Barnstable •..••.•. 1,185 Wrentham (uninc.) ........ Norfolk •...••..••. 1,119 

Table 4.--FOPULATION OF COUNTIES, BY MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS: 1950 

(Figures f'or 1950 are not necesarily comparable with figures for 1940 or earlier dates shown in 1940 Census Reports because of boundary changes 
in some areas. Boundary changes will be described in table 6 of the forthcoming report on number of inhabitants for Massachusetts) 

County and Popu- County and Popu- County and Popu- County and 
Popu-

minor civil division lation, minor civil division lation, minor civil division lation, m:inor civil division 
lation, 

1950 1950 1950 1950 

BARNST.ABLE COUNTY ••••• 46 805 BERKSHIRE COUNTY-Con, DUlCES COUNTY--Con. ESSEX COUNTY--Con, 

Barnstable town ••••••••• 10,480 Pittsfield city •••••• ,,, .53,348 Gosnold town ••••••• · ••••• 56 Topsfield town •••• , ••••• 1,412 

Bourne town ••••••••••••• 4, 720 Richmond town ••••.•••••• 737 Oak Bluffs town ......... 1,521 Wenham town ••••••••••••• 1,644 
Brewster town •••••••• , .. 987 Sandisfield town •••• , •• , 437 Tisbury town •••••••••••• 1,930 West Newbury town ••••••• 1,598 
Chatham town •••••••••••• 2,457 Savoy town ••••. ••••••••• 291 West Tisbury town ••• , ••• 347 
Dennis town. it ............ 2,499 Sheffield town •••••••• ,. 2,150 FRANKLIN COUNTY ••••• , , 52, 747 
Eastham town ............ 860 Stockbridge town •••• ,,,. 2,311 
Falmouth town •••••••• , , • G,662 'l'yringham town ••••••••• , 235 ESSEX COUNTY ••• , • , , •• , 522,384 Ashfield town ••••• , • • • • • 977 
Harwich town ••••• , ••• , , , 2,649 Washington town • • , •••• .., • 2Bl Amesbu:ry town •• ,., •••••• 10,851 

Bernardston town •• , ••••• 1,117 
Mashpee town •••••••••• , • 438 West Stockbridge town ••• 1,165 Buckland town ••••••• •• •• 1,605 
Orleans town ••• , , ••••••• 1,759 Williamstown town ••• , ••• 6,194 Andover town ••••• , •••• ,. 12,437 Cha:rlemont town ••••••••• 855 

Provincetown town ••••••• Windsor town •••••••••••• 372 Beverly city •••••••••• ,. 28,884 Colrain town .......... •·. 1,546 
3,795 Boxford town ••••••••••• , 926 Conway town ••••••••••••• 873 

Sandwich town., ......... 2,418 BRIS'lDL COUNT£ •• , ••••• Danvers town • ••••••••••• 15,720 3,066 
Truro town .............. 661 381,569 

Essex town •••••••••••••• 1,794 
Deerfield town., •••••••• 
Erving town ••••••••• •••· 1,322 

Wellfleet town ••• , ...... 1,123 Acushnet town ••••••• , •• , 4,401 Georgetown town ••••••• ,. 2,411 1,070 
Yarmouth town ••••••••••• 3,297 Attleboro city .......... 23,309 Gloucester city •• , •••••• 25,167 Gill town.•••••••••••••• 

Berkley town •••••••••••• 1,284 Groveland town, •• ,., •••• 2,340 
Greenfield town ••••••••• 17,349 

BERKSHIRE COUNTY ••• , •• 132,966 Dartmouth town •••••••••• 11,115 Hamil ton town. , ••• , ••• , • 2,764 Hawley town ••••••• •••••• 244 

Adams to'W!l .............. 12,034 Dighj;on town •••••••••••• 2,950 Rea.th town.••••••••••••• 305 
Easton town •••••••• , •••• 6,244 Haverhill city,,•••• •••• 47,280 Leverett town ••••••••••• 791 

Alford town ••••••••••••• 212 IpS'tlich town ••••••••• , •• 6,895 
Becket town ••••••••• , ••• Fairhaven town •••••••••• 12,?64 Leyden town ••••••••• • • • • 306 

755 Fall River city ••••••••• 111,9,63 Lawrence city ••••••••••• 80,536 174 
Cheshire town •••••• , •••• 2,022 Monroe town •••••••••• ••• 

Freetown town ••••• , , •• , • 2,104 Lynn city.,, ••• ,,•• ••••• 99,738 Montague town ••••••• ··•• 7,812 
, Clarksburg town •• , ••• , •• 1,630 Mansfield to'W!l ••••••• , •• ?,184. Lynnfield town •••••••••• 3,927 392 

Dalton town •••••• ,., •••• .4,772 Manchester to\.ln, ••••••• , 2,868 
New Salem town ••••••• ••. 

2,246 
Egremont to'1ll, •••••• , ••• 731 llew Bedford city ........ 109,189 Marblehead town ••••••••• 13,765 

Northfield town ••••••••• 
5,894 

Florida town •••••••• , ••• 479 North .Attleborough town. 12,146 Merrimac town • •• , ••••• • • 2,804 
Orange town •••••••••• •·. 

199 
Great Ba:rrington town ••• 6,712 Norton town ••••••••••••• 4,401 Methuen town ••••••• , •• , • 24,477 Rowe town •••• •• ••••• ·••• 
Hancock town •••• , ••••••• 4J,,5 Raynham town. , •••••••••• 2,426 Middleton town ••• , •••• , • 2,916 Shelburne .town ••••••• • • • 1,756 

Hinsdale town,, ••••••••• 1,560 Rehototh town ••••••• ,, •• 

~:m I Nahant town, ••••• , •••••• Shutesbury town ••••• •••· 213 
Seekonk town •••••••••••• 2,679 905 

Lanesborough town., ..... 2,069 
Somerset town ••••••••••• Newbury town •• ,,., ••• , •• 1,994 Sunderland town ••••• •••• 

429 
Lee town •••••••••••••••• 4,820 8,566 Warwick town •••••••• • • • • 
Lenox to"Wn • •••••• , ......... 3,627 Swansea town ............. 6,121 Newburyport city ...... ,. 14,111 Wendell town •••••• • • • • • • 342 

Taunton city., •••••••••• 40, 109 \ 
North Andover town. , •••• 8,485 939 

Monterey town •••••••• , • , 367 
Westport town ••••••••• ,. 4,989 J 

Peabody city ••••• ,, •• ,,. 22,645 
Whately to\.ln., •• ,. • • • • • • 

Mount Washington town ••• 34 
New Ashford town ••••••• , 118 I Rockport town.,.,.,,.,,. 4,231 H.All,PDEN COUNTY •• • • • • • • 367,971 

New Marlborauch town, •• , 989 DUKES COUNTY •••••••••• 
5,633 ii 

Rowley town •••• ,.,., •••• 1,768 
10,166 Salem city ••••••• ,., .... 41,880 Agawam town •••••••• • • • • • 

North Adams city ........ 21,567 Chilmaxk town ••••••••••• 
183 !I Salisbury t,own, ••••••••• 2,695 Blandford town ••••• • • • • • 597 

Otis town •••••••• ,,., ••• 359 Edgartown town •••••••••• 1,508 Saugus town •••• , •••••• ,. 17,162 Brimfield town. , ••• • • • • • 1,182 
Peru town • ............. ,. • 143 Gay Head town ••••••••••• 88 Swampscott town ••• , ••••• l,292 
,.l . .;. f. 'I~ 11,580 Chester town ••••••• • • • • • 



- 5 -

Table 4.--POPULATION OF COUNTIES, BY MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS: 1950--Con. 

(Figures for 1950 are not necessa:rily comparable wi"!;h figures fo2~ 1940 or earlier dates shown in 19·~0 Census Reports because of boundary changes 
in some areas. Boundary changes will be described in table 6 or t,he forthcoming report on number of inhabitants for Massachusetts) 

--
County and 

Popu- County and I Popu- County and Popu- County and 
Popu-

minor civil clivision 
lation, 

minor civil division lation, minor civil divis:lon lation, minor ci\'il division 
lation, 

1950 1950 1950 1950 
r----

HAMPDEN COUNTY--Con. MIDDLESEX COUNTY--Con. NORFOLK COUNTY--Gon. . WORCESTER COUNTY--Con. 

Chicopee city ••••••••••• 49,211 Dunstable town • .,, ••••••• 522 Millis to'Wtl •••• ••••••••• 2,551 Barre town.••••••••••••• .3,406 
East Longmeadow town •••• 4,881 Everett city., •••••••• ,. 45,932 Milton town ••••••••••••• 22,.395 Berlin town ••• , ••••••••• 1,.349 
Granville town •••••••••• 740 r'ramingham tm·m ••••••••• 28,086 Needham town •••••••••••• 16,.31.3 Blackstol1e town,, ••• ,, •• 4,968 
lfa.."1pden town •••••••••••• 1,322 Groton town, • , •••••••••• 2,889 Norfol:k to;m, •••••• , • , , , 2,704 Bolton town ••••••••••••• 956 
Holland town •••••••••••• 377 Hollis l:;on tovm, ••••••••• 3,753 Norwood tovm, •• , ••• , •••• 16,6.36 Boylston town •• , ••• , • , • , l,700 
Holyoke city •••••••••••• 54,661 Hopkinton town •••••••••• 3,486 Plainville town •••• , •••• 2,088 Brookfield town. , , , •• , , , 1,567 
l-ongmeadow tow.n, ••• , • , •• 6,508 Hudson toY.i:n •• , ••••••• , •• 8,211 Quincy city, •••• , ....... 8.3,8.35 Charlton town, •• ,,, •••• ,' .'.3,1.36 
Ludlow town •• ••• ........ 8,660 Lexington t.own, ••••••••• 17,335 Randolph town •••• , ••• , •• 9,982 Clinton to;m, ••••••••••• 12,287 
Monson town ••••••••••••• 6,125 Lincoln town •• , •••••• ,,. 2,1.27 Sharon town ••••• , , • , • , , , 4,847 Douglas tow:n ............. 2,624 
Montgomery town ••••••••• 157 Littleton town ••• , •••• , • 2,,349 Stoughton town •• , •• ,.,,. 11,146 Dudley town ••••••• , ••••• .5,261 

Falmer town ••••••• , ••••• 9,53.'.3 Lowell city •••••••• , •• , • 97,249 Walpole town, •• , • , , , • , , • 9,109 Ee.st Brookfield town ••• , 1,243 Russell town •••••••••••• 1,298 Malden city, ••••• ,, ..... 59,804 Wellesley town.,.,.,.,,, 20,549 
Southwick town .... ,, •••• 2,855 Marlbol'ough city,., ••••• 15,756 Westwood town •••••••• , •• 5,837 Fitchburg city. , , , , •• , • , 42,691 

Springfield city, , , , • , • , 162,399 Maynard town •••••••• •••• 6,978 Weymouth town •••• , ••• ,•• 32,690 Gardner city .•.••.•••... 19,581 

Tolland town •••••••••••• 107 Medford oi ty ••••••• , • , , • 66,113 Wrentham town •• •••••••,, 5,341 Grafton toim., ••• , • , •••• , 8,281 

Vales town ••• ••••••••••• 497 Melrose city,, •••••• ,,,, 26,988 Hardwick town ••• ,., ••• ,. 2,.348 

\o'estfield city, ......... 20,962 Natick town,,••• •••••• •• 19,838 Harvard town • •• ~ •••••••• .3,983 

Vest Springfield town ••• 20,438 Newton city ...... ••• .... 81,994 Holden to•m •••• , •• , ••.,, 5,975 

Wilbraham tciwn •••••••••• 4,00.3 North Reading town •••••• 4,402 PLYMOUTH COUNTY •• ,•• •• 189,468 Hopedale town ••• , • , • , , • , .3,479 

Pepperell town, ••••••••• 3,460 Abington towri •••• , •••••• 7,152 Hubbardston town, • , ••• , • l,134 

Bridgewater town ••• ,.,., 9,512 Lancaster town •• , •••••• , .3,601 
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, , • , • , 87,594 Reading town ••••••• , •• ,. 14,006 Brockton city •••• · •• , ••• , 62,860 

.A.n:iberst town ••••• ••••••• 10,856 Sherborn town, ••••••• , •• 1,245 Carvel' .town • •••••. • ....... 1,530 Leicester town, ••••••••• 6,029 

Belchertown town ••••••• , 4,487 Shirley town ••••••• ,., •• 4,271 Duxbury town •••••••••••• 3,167 Leominster city., •• , •••• 24,075 

Chesterfield town., ••••• 496 Somerville city •• , • , •• , • 102,351 East Bridgewater ·town ••• 4,412 Lunenburg town •••• , ••• , , 3,906 

Cummington town •• ,, •• ,,. 620 Stoneham town •••• ,., •••• 13,229 Hali:Ca:x: town •••••••••••• 944 Mendon town, •••••• , •••• , 1,619 

Easthampton town •• ,., ••• 10,694 Stow town ••••••••••••• •• 1,700 Hanover. town •• ............ 3,.389 Milford town •••• , •• ,.,., 15,442 

Gosben tow.•••••••••••• 321 
Sudbury town,,,.,,., •••• 2,596 Hanson town • ••• , •••.••• ~ 3,264 Millbury town ••••••••••• 8.,.347 

Granby town ............. 1,861 Tewksbury town, •••• , •••• 7,505 Hingham town, •••• , ••• , , , 10,665 Millville town,.,., ••••• 1,692 
Townsend town •••••••• , •• 2,817 New Braintree town, •••• , 478 Hadley town ............. 2,639 Tyngsborough town., , • , •• 2,059 Hull town ............... 3,379 Northborough town., •••• , 3,122 Hatfield town.,,.,,.,,,. 2,179 

Huntington town ••• , , , , , • 1,257 Wakefield town, •• , •••••• 19,633 Kingston town ••••••••••• 3,461 Northbridge town •• , •••• , 10,476 

Waltham city, •••• , , ••••• 47,187 Lakeville town •• , •• , , • , • 2,066 
Middlefield town. , •• , , •• 29.5 Watertown town, ••••••••• 37 ,329 

Marion town •••• ·, , •• , • , • , 2,250 North Brookfield town •• , 3,444 
Northampton city ••• , •••• 29,063 Wayland town •• , ••••••••• 4,407 

Marshfield town •••• ,.,,. 3,267 Oakham town ••••••••••• ,, 455 
Pelham town•·· ••• •••••·• 579 Westford town ••••••••••• 4,262 Mattapoisett town, ••• ,,, 2,265 Oxford town ••••••• , •••• , 5,851 
Flainfield town, •• , ••• , • 228 Weston town,, ••• ,,., •••• 5,026 Middleborough town, •••• , 10,164 Paxton ·t;own. , , , ••• , ••••• 1,066 
Soutllhampton town,.,, ••• 1,387 Wilmington town, , , ••• , •• 7,039 Norwell town •••• , , •••• , • 2,515 Petersham town •••• , •••• , 814 
South Hadley town ••••••• 10,145 Winchester town ••• , •• , •• 15,509 Pembroke town ••••••••• , , 2,579 Phillipston town •• ,,, ••• 6.38 
Ware tow.n,, ... , ••• , , .... 7,517 PlymQ\1 th town, ••• , • , •••• 13,608 Princeton town, ••• , , •••• 1,032 
\/esthampton town ••• , •••• 452 Woburn city.,••• ••• ,•••• 20,492 Royalston town ••••• , •• , , 838 
Williamsburg town ....... 2,056 Plympton town, ••• ,,,., •• 697 Rutland town ••••••••••• , 3,056 
Worthington town •• ,, •••• 462 Rochester town ••• , •••• , • 1,328 Shrewsbury town •••••••• , 10,594 NANTUCKET COUNTY, , , • , • 3,48.!, Rockland town, •••••••••• 8,960 

Nantucket town, ••• , ••••• 3,484 Scituate town ••••••••• ,. 5,993 Southborough town, •••••• 2,760 MIDDLFSEX COUNTY, , , , •• l,064,569 Wareham town, ••••••••••• 7,569 Southbridge town •• , , , , • , 17,519 
.Acton town .............. 3,510 West Bridgewater town ••• 4,059 Spencer town. , ••••••••• , 7,027 
Arlington town, ......... 44,353 NORFOLK COUNTY, • , , • , , • 392,308 Whitman town •••••••••••• 8,413 Sterling town., •• ,,., ••• 2,166 
Ashby town .............. 1,464 Avon town ••• , • ~., ••••••• 2,666 Sturbridge ta.wn. •.,, •••• 2,805 
Ashland town ••••••• , •••• 3,500 Sutton town ............. 3,102 
Ayer town ............... 5,740 Bellingham town ••••••••• 4,100 SUFFOLK COUNTY. , • , • , •• 896,615 Templeton town, •• , • , •••• 4,757 
Bedford town ••••••• ,., •• 5,234 

Braintree town,. , ••••• , • 23,161 Boston city, ....... , .... 801,444 Upton town, ••• •••••••••, 2,656 
Belmont town •••••• , , •••• 27,381 Brookline town •••••••••• 57,589 Chelsea city, •• ,., ...... 38,912 Uxbridge. town ••••• , • , ••• 7,007 
Billerica town, •• , • , • , , • 11,101 Canton town • •••••• ei ••••• 7,465 Revere city •• , ••••••••• , 36,76.'.3 Warren town ••••••••••••• 3,406 
Boxborough town.,.,, , • , • 439 Cohasset. town, ••••• , • , •• 3,731 Winthrop town •••• , •••••• 19,496 Dedham town ••••••••••••• 18,487 Webster town •••••• , •••• , 13,194 Burlington town •••• ,., •• 3,250 

Dover town •• •••••••• •..• 1,722 Westborough town •• , ••••• 7,378 
C:a.mbridge city, ......... 120,740 Foxborough town, •••••••• 7,030 WORCESTER COUNTY •••• , , 546,401 

West Boylston town.,., •• • 2,570 
Carlisle town •••• ,., •••• 876 Franklin town,,.,,,, •••• 8,037 West Brookfield town •••• 1,674 
Chelmsford town ••• ,, •••• 9,407 Holbrook town •••••••• ,., 4,004 Ashburnham town, ••• , •• ,. 2,603 Westminster town,,, ••• ,, 2,768 
Concord town • ••••••••••• 8,623 Medfield town, •• , ••••• ,. 4,549 Athol town .............. 11,554 Winchendon town, • , • , •••• 6,585 
Draciut town ..... · •• , , •• ~. 8,666 Medway town •••• , , ••••••• 3,744 Auburn town ••• •••••••••• 8,840 Worcester city, •••••••• , 203,486 


