
7 

-> -

'_J 

L 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF THE ORNStJB 

1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION· 
PRELIMINARY REPORTS 

Washington 25, D. c. Series PC-12 1 No. l 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TFIE POPULATION OF ALABAMA 
APRIL 1, 1950 

(This is one of a ser:Les of reports presenting J:igw•es on seleated charac·berisUcs of the population 
of the smaller States. In this series, reports are numbered alphabetically by States. Addi­
tional re1101·ts will be issued as figures for other States become available, Preliminary SlllllPle 
data .t:'or the larger States, not covered in ·this series, will be found in Series P0--6) 

Gains in the.population of Alabama be­
tween 1940 and 1950 were most marked among 
young children and elderly persons, according 
to figures from the 1950 Census of Popul~tion 
released today by Roy V. Peel, Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce. 
Al though the total population of Alabama in­
creased by 228,782, or 8.1 percent, during 
the decade, the number of children under o 
years of age increased by 82,789, or 27,8 
percent, and the number ot persons 60 years 
old and over increased by 62 1 362, or 45.8 
percent. On the other hand, the number of 
persons 15 to 24 years of age and 25 to 34 
years of ,age decreased by 9.5 percent and l.3 
percent, respectively, In 1950 there were 
fewer males than females in the population of 
Alaballl.a, and the shortage of males was rel­
atively larger than it had been at the time 
of the preceding census. There were 96,3 males 
for every 100 females in 19o0 as compared 
with 9?.7 ,in 1940. Between 1940 and Hl50, the 
nonwhite population of the State decreased by 
0.2 percent, in contrast to an increase of 
12.5 percent in the white IJopulation. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural residence.--Under the 
urban definition established for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a.) places of 2,600 in­
habitants or more incorporated as citi.es, 
boroughs, towns, 1 and villages; (b) the densely 
settled urban.fringe, inoluding bo~h incorpo­
rated and unincorporated areas, around cities 
of 50, 000 Ot' more; and ( c) unincorporated 

1 Except in New England, New Xork, and Wisconsin, 
where 11 towns11 are minor aivil divisions of aol.Ultiea 
and are not necessaril;r dense:cy settled centers like 
the towns in other States • 
.). j. '1-.f"f 

places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside 
any urban fringe. The remaining population 
is classified as rural. According to the def­
inition used in previous censuses, u~ball 

population comprised all persons living . in 
incorporated plaoes of 2,600 inhabitants or 
more and areas (usually minor civil divisions) 
olassitied as urban under special rules re­
lating to population size and density. 

Farm and nonfarm residenoe.-~The rural 
population ia subdivided into the rural-fa:t'lll 
population, which o omprisea all rural resi­
dents living on f·arms. 1 and the rural-nonf'a.rin 
population, whioh comprises the remaining 
rural population. However, tbe method or 
determining farm and :non:rarm residence in the 
1950 oensua differs somewhat :f'rom that used 
in earlier censuses, In the 1950 Oensus, per~ 
sons on 11 f'arms'' who were paying oaah rent tor 
their house and yard only·were classified as 
nonf'arnq furthermore, pe1•aona in institutions, 
s\lllllller oa111ps, and tourist courts .were clas­
sified as nonfarm. 

Q.Ql.Q.t. --':Che group designat'it'i •1es ·~n­
white" oonsiats o:Hlegroes, Indi8.lls 1 ·;r.~~. 
Oh"ineae, and ot.her nonwhite races. Persons 
ot Mexican birth or ancestry who are ·not det­
ini t.el,y Indian or of other nonwhite l!aore •JS.re 
olassif'ied as white. 

~.·~-The ·age o'lassi'.fica;l;Jion :.h ?ba'El'e'il :on 
tb.e 'eige o'f the person at his 1a'st. b'ir:t'hdl.\Y 
before tb.e date of the oensus, that 1.s,,,1 the 
age ot the. person in oOlllplet.ed years. 'llhe 
median age may be detined a·a that age i,whioh 
di Vides tb.e population into two equal groups-­
one-half being older and one-halt younge~ 

tb.an the median. 

(over) 



·rable 1.--COLOR BY sgx, FOH ALABAMA, URBAN AND RURA.L: 19.50 AND l'.14\J 

- - ....... ~;:;; -
The State Percent distribution _____ ., __ , - .. 

Color and 
Percent 

sex 1950 191,Q change, 
J.9'.0 to 

19.50 

Urban, Rural, The State 19.50 19.50 Urban, Rural, 
1950 1940 1950 1950 

----- i------- .. _..,. _____ 
'---"'~ ... --..... . .:....., ____ 

!-..-----··- i...... _____ ..._. 

Total •••••••••.• , •• 3,061,743 2,832,961 8.l .. !:340,937 1. l,?20,806 100.0 100.0 
--1-

100.0 100,0 
White ••••••••••••••••• , •• 2,079,.500 1,131+9,097 12.5 886,663 1,192,837 (>'l.9 65.3 66.l 69.3 
Nonwhite ••••••••••• , ••••• 982,21,3 983,861+ .. (). 2 /.,,5tt,2?l+ 52'?,9G9 ·~2.1 v .. 7 33,9 30.? 

Male ••••.•• , ••••••••• 1,502,223 1:i39~,901 7.3 _" .. ____ ... 637,0HB 
'--· 

86~i,1 :15 100.0 ~.100.0 100.0 100,(1 ----- ___ . ____ .;_ 

White ••• , •.•••••••••••••• 1,032,312 926,996 ll.I, 1,27,m.1. 60.5' ::~91.l 6fl.'? 66.2 6?.0 70.0 
Nonwhite •••••••••••.••••• 1.69,911 472,905 ·-0.6 210,071, 259,83? 31.3 33.8 33.0 30.0 

Female ••••••••••••••• 1,559,520 1,1.33,060 8.8 
---·---- I--

703,!!/+9 ,_ __ 85~i 16'11 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ----
White ••••••••••••.••••••• 1,01,7,188 922,101 13.6 •t59,6l+9 587,539 (,.l''/,l 51.,3 65.3 6$,7 
Nonwhite ................. 512,-332 510,959 0,3 21,1,' 200 2fi8' 132 32. 9 35.7 31 .. 7 31.3 ··--· ... ·--"------· ----~---"--·-··'"···- .. -.. -- .• '---·- '------ ---- '--• 

Tnb).f) 2.--AGE BY SEX, FOR AJ.JillAMA, mmAN AND RUR!\.L: l•Vj() AND 1W+O 

. - . 
The State Percent distribution 

-·-
Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural Age find sex cent nonf arm, farm, Rural 

1950 1940 chnnge, 1950 1950 1950 ~. Urban, non- farm, 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 farm, 1950 
1950 19!'0 

------~ ...... _____ 
----····~------ ----·- !------·------ ...._ 

Total population •••••• 3, 061, 7/,3 2,1332,9(11. 3.1 l,:Vi0,937 759,%0 960,81+6 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
Percen·t by residence 100.0 ... . .. .~) .. H 21 .. s 31.4 ... . .. ... . .. .. . 

f----·- -.-----~ ....... ,.,,_,_,_...,._ ,,,_.....,, __ ._, 

' ·: 
Under 5 years •••••••••••. , 380,108 297,319 2'/ ,fl 15?,??0 101,,00? l.Ul,:331 12.1, 10.5 n.8 13.? 12.3 
5 to 14 years ••••••••••.• , 619,,322 618,!tl9 0.1 22:1 ,H98 15'/ ,ltt2 21,o,2a2 ;;~0.2 :n.8 16 .. 5 20.'I 25.0 
15 to 24 yenrs •.••••••••.• SOfl,41t'7 562,06'7 -9.5 222,1.0,'.'l 122,92\1 1G3,LJ.5 Hi,6 19.8 16,6 16.2 17.0 
25 to 34 years ••.••.•.••.• 1,1,r1, a•n. 453_,'71,/,. -1.3 2;~9,lHH 111, J 371, 10·~, ~~~i<) ll,,(i 16.0 17.1 15.1 10.9 
35 ·~o 44 years •••••••••..• 1+09,,889 338,929 ::20.9 19H,ll07 9~;, 96!i 115,11'7 11.i~ 12.0 lit. t1 12.6 12,0 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 29'1,l,37 25'1, 7M+ ].,5,1, 11.f!,OOI, G~5, 729 89 ,701,. 9.'7 ~l.1 :L0.6 8.6 9,3 
55 to 64 years •••••••••••• 200,1.is 168,110 19.1 B!l,771 46,069 6'.i,301.1 (,,5 5.9 6,6 6.1 6.S 
65 years and over ••••••••• 191!,571 136,209 l,'.i,8 110,096 53 ,71+5 64,'730 (JA!J 1 •• 8 6.0 7.1 6.'l 

Median age •.•••.•.• years •• 25.5 23,'.l ... 28.0 21,,7 22. ~j . .. . .. ... ... .. . 
Male ................ " .. ij. 1,502,223 1,399,901 ?.3 6:w ,oaa 371.,941. ~ .. 1.90,191 100,() 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 ---·- ---C-

Under 5 years ••••••••••••• 192,51.l l.1.9,606 2ll.7 '79,683 52,921 59,93'1 12.8 10.7 12.5 14.l 12.2 
5 to 14 years ••• , ••••••••• 31.3,?25 312,1+62 0.1+ 110,980 79,3'7'1 12:1,361.l 20.9 22.3 1?.lt 21.2 25.2 
15 to 24 years •••••••••••• 21,1,,290 2'7:1,273 -10.6 100,!lGO 5'7,598 H5,f332 16.3 19.5 15.S 15,/, 17.5 
25 to 34 years •••••.•••••• 211.,596 218,371 -1.? lO!l,066 56,1;28 50,102 l.l+,3 15.6 l?,0 15.0 lD.2 
35 to 44 years •••.•.•••••• 19$,591, 163,l+H'i' 21.5 93,6"(2 4H,l,56 56,4C1G 13.2 11.'t 11 .. '7 12,9 11.5 
;,5 to 51, years •••••• , •.•.• 145,199 l29,09ll J.2.5 6'1, 7~-~ 32.tl,.?'.~ l+lt,9'3l .. 9.'7 9.2 10,6 8.7 9,2 
55 to 64 years ••••••• , ••.• 99,006 85,7~il 15.~:i l,l,'7fl~j 22,412 3l.,IJ09 6.6 6.1 6,6 6.0 7.1 
65 years and over ••••••••• 9/.,272 67,l.!53 38.9 311<,~~50 25" 2?~1 :v,,71,3 6.3 1 •• 8 5.1~ 6.7 7.1 

Median age •••••.•.• yenra •• 25.0 23.7 . .. 2? .. 5 21.,6 22.2 ... ... " . ... ... 
Female., ................... , .. 1,559,520 1,433,060 8.8 703,849 385,016 1,70,655 100.0 100.0 1()0.0 100.0 100.0 

----- ...... ______ ...... 
Under 5 years ••••••.•••••• 18'7 .~;57 11+7,713 27.0 78,087 51,086 58, 391+ 12.0 10.3 J.1.1 13.3 12,/. 
5 to 14 years ............. 305,597 306,3'77 ~0.3 110,9111 7'7,'765 116,91/t 19.6 21.I, 15.S 20.2 24.8 
15 to 24 years •.•••.••••• , 264,157 288,'191. -8.5 121,543 65,331 77,2$3 16,9 20.2 17.3 17.0 16,1, 

2.5 to 34 years ••••.••••••• 233,225 235,3'73 -0.9 121,122 5'7,946 54.,157 15.0 16.1~ 17.2 15.l 11 • .5 
35 to 44 years •••••.•••••• 211,295 1?5,~t..t~~: 20.4 1.05,135 47,509 58,651 1.3.5 12.2 14.9 12.3 12.5 
45 to.:54 years ............ 152,238 128,61,() Ul.3 74~,21.2 33,256 1,1., 770 9.!l 9.0 10,5 8.6 9,5 
5:5 to 64 years ••••• , ••.••• 101,142 B.2,35':l 22.ll 1,6,986 23,657 30,499 6,5 5.7 6.7 6.1 6.5 
65 years and over •••.••••• 101,,299 6S,.J56 52.6 1,5,,iV.6 28,466 29,98'7 6.'7 1,,8 6.5 7.4 6,4 

lie di an age ••.••.••• years •• 26.0 21 .. 1 ... 28.l+ 21,,•7 22.S . .. . .. ... ... ... 
,.,.,,,,._~ ......... ~ ..... ··-- .... ----.... ...... _ .......... ....., .. " ........ ""'""""·-"-"'-··· .. . .. ,.,,_.,., -·---··-- ------··· -·"'~-"'" 


