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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF ARIZONA 
APRIL 1, 1950 

(This is one of a series of reports presenting figures on selected characteristics of the population 
of the smaUer states. In this series, reports are numbered alphabet:Lcally by States. Addi
tional repo1·ts will be issued as figures fol' other States \Jecome flVailahle. l'rellminary sample 
data for the lal'ger s·tates, not covered in ·chis series, will be found in Series PC-6) 

Gains in the population of Arizona be
tween 1940 and 1950 were most marked among 
yo'Ung children and elderly persons, according 
to figures. from the 1950 Census of Population 
released today by Roy v. Peel 1 Director, 
Bureau of the Census 1 Departme11t of Commerce, 
Although the total population of the State 
increased by 250,326, or 50.1 percent, during 
·the decade, the number of children under 5 
yea:rs of age increased by 39,541, or 74.4 per
cent, and the number of persons 65 years old 
and over increased by 20 1337, or 85 .1 peroent. 
In Arizona every age group · increased between 
1940. and 1950. The f!mallest inorease, 23. 9 
percent, ooour:i:-ed among persons 15 to 24 
years old. In 1950 there were more males 
than females in the population of the Stat~, 
but the excess Of males was relatively smaller 
than it was at the time of' the preceding cen
sus •. There were 102.3 males for every 100 
females in 1950 as compared with 107.1 in 
19.4b. Between 1940 and 1950 1 the nonwhite 
population of Arizona, which includes a con
siderable number of Indians, increased by 
31.2 percent in contrast to an increase of 
53.4 percent in the white population. 

DEFINITIONS OF TER\1'.S AND EXPLANATIONS 

. Urban and ru:rai residenoe.--Under the 
urban definition established for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population . comprises 
all persons living in (a) places of 2 1500 in
habitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, towns ,1 and villages; (b) the densely 
settled urban fringe, including both incorpo
rated and unincorporated are~s, around cities 

1 Except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where "towns" are minor civil divisions of counties 
and are not necessarily densely settled centers like 
the towns in othel' States. 

of 50,000 or more; and (o) unincorporated 
places of 2 1500 inhabitants or more outside 
any urban fringe. The remaining population 
is classified as :rural. According to 'the def
inition used in previous censuses, urban 
popu1a·cion comprised all persons living in 
incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more and areas (usually minor civil divisions) 
classified as urban under special rules reM 
le.ting to popule:~ion size and density. 

Farm and nonfa:rm·residence.-"The rural 
population is subdivided into the rural-farm 
population, whioh comprises all rural resi
dents living 9n farms, and the rural-nonfarm 
population, which comprises the remaining 
rural population. However, the method of' 
determining farm and nonfarm residence in the 
1950 Census differs somewhat :from that uaed 
in earlier censuses. in the 1950 Census 1 per
sons on 11 :f'arms11 who were paying cash rent for 
their house and yard only were classified as 
nonf'.arm; flu-thermor e, pers ans in ins ti tut ions , 
summer camps 1 and tourist oou;r1is were clas
sified as nonfa:rm. 

Golar. -·Phe group des.isnat:ea 
white" oonsists of' Negroes, Indians, 
Chinese, and other nonwhite raoes. 
of Mexican birth or ancestry who are 
initely Indian or o:f' other nonwhi·te 
classified as white. 

as 11non
Japanese, 

Persons 
not def'
race are 

Age.--The age classification is based on 
the age-of the person at his:.. last birthday 
before the date of the oensus, that is, the 
age of the person in completed years, ~he 

median age may be defined as that age which 
divides the population into two equal groups-
one-half being older and one-h$.lf younger 
than 'the median. 
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Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FOR ARIZONA, URBAN AND :RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Color and sex .Percent Urban, Rural, The State 1950 1940 change, 19.50 1950 Urban, Rural, 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 . 1950 

Total.,, ....... · ..... 749.587 499,261 50.l 416,000 33.3,5!l7 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White ••. , ................. 654,511 426, 792 .53.4 394,40.3 260,lO!l !l7 • .3 85.5 94.8 78.0 
NOllWhite •• , •• ,, • ••••.•.•• 95,076 72,469 31.2 21,597 73,479 12.7 14.5 5.2 22.0 

Male •• , ............... .379 ,0.59 258 ,170 46.8 204,884 174,175 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 
'White ............. , •• , ..... .3.30,215 219,95!l 50.l 194,006 136,209 !l7.l !l5.2 94,7 78.2 
Nonwhite •.••....••••.•.•. 48,844 38,212 27.8 10,878 .37,966 12,9 14.8 5.3 21.s 

Female •••• ,, ••• , .• , .• 370,528 241,091 53.7 211,116 159,412 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
White ••.•....... · •.•.•... , 324,296 206,8.34 56.8 200,.397 12.3,899 87.5 85.8 94,9 rt.? 
Nonwhite •..... , ............ 46,2.32 .34,257 35,C 10,719. 35,513 12.5 14.2 5.1 22.3 

Table 2,--AGE BY SEX, FOR ARIZONA, UilBAN AND RURAL1 1950 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural Tho State Rural Age and sex oent .1950 nonf'arm, farm, Urban, non- ·Rur&.l 
1950 1940 change, 19.50 .1950 1950 f'al'lll, i'al'lll, 

1940 to .1950 .1940 19,0 1950 
1950 

Total population •••••• 749,587 499,261 50.l 416,000 256.,673 76,914 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 
Percent by residence 100,0 ... .., 55.5 34.2 10.3 ... ... . . . ... ... 

Under 5 years •••••.••.•••• 92,674 53,13.3 74•4 47,809 34, 556 10,309 12.4 10.6 11.5 1.3.5 13.4 
5 t.o 14 years, , •••••• , • , • , 146,246 100,801 45.l 74,638 54,126 17,482 19.5 20.2 17.9 21.1 22.7 
l5 to 24 years ••••..•••••• 114,223 92,20.5 23.9 61,444 40,421 12,358 15.2 18,5 14.8 15.7 16.l 
25 to 34 years ••••.••.•••• 115,490 !ll,303 42.0 65,349 40,146 9,995 15.4 16,3 15.7 15,6 u.o 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 106,235 65,185 63.0 62,023 34,662 9,550 14.2 13,l 14.9 13.5 12.4 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 76, 778 50,276 52.7 45,404 23,946 7,428 10.2 10.1 10.9 9.3' 9,7 
55 to 64 years ••••••••• ,,, 53,695 32,449 65.5 32,120 16,031 5,544 7,2 6,5 7,7 6.2 7,2 
65 years and over ••••••••• 44,246 23,909 85,l 27,213 12,.785 4,248 5.9 4.8 6.5 5.0 5.5 . 
Median age, •••••••• years •• 26.9 25.4 ... 28.7 24.8 23.6 ... ... ... ... " . 

·Male .•...•.•......••.••..• 379,059 258,170 46,8 204,8!l4 133 306 40,869 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100,0 

Under 5 years •.•. !•••••••• 47,155 26,823 75.8 24,179 17,686 5,290 12.4 10.4 11.8 13.3 12.9 
5 t.o 14 years ••••••••••••• 74,709 50,969 46.6 37,878 27,803 9,028 19.7 19.7 18.5 20.9 22.1 
1' to 24 years ..........• , 56,589 46,236 22.4 29,093 20,980 6,516 14.9 17.9 14.2 15.7 15,9 
.2' to 34 19ars . ... : ...•..... 56,338' ~,843 34.6 31,122 20,194 5,022 14,9 16.2 15.2 15.1 12.3 
35 to 44 years ••.••••••••• 53,207 ,786 57,5 .30,331 17,!llO 5,066 14.0 13.l 11 .. 8 13.4 12.4 
45 to 54 years ............ 39,614 27,142 46,0 22,639 12,851 4,124 10.5 10.5 ll.O 9,6 10,1 
55 to 64 years ............ 28,442 18,003 58,0 16,295 8,883 3,264 7.5 7,0 8.o 6.7 8,0 
65 years end over ••••••••• 23,005 13,368 72.1 13,347 7,099 2,559 6,1 .5.2 6.5 5,3 6,.3 
Median age •••.•.••• years., 27.0 26.2 . . . 28.6 25.l 24.4 . .. ... ... ... ... 

Female ...•...•..•...... , 370,528 241,091 53.7 211,116 123,367 36,045 109.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

Under 5 years . ............. 45,519 26,310 73.0 23,630 16,870 5,019 12.3 10.9 11.2 13,7 13.9 
5 to. 14 years ••••••••••••• 71,537 49,832 43,6 36,760 26,323 81 454 19.3 20.7 17.4 21.3 23.5 
·15 to 24 years ••••••••••• , 57,634 45,969 25.4 32,351 19,441 5,842 15.6 19.l 15.3 15.8 16.2 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 59 ,152 39,460 49.9 34,227 19,952 4,97.3 16.0 16.4 16.2 16.2 13.8 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 53,028 31,.39.9 68.9 31,692 16,8.52 4,484 14.3 13.0 15.0 13.7 12.4 
45 to 54 years ••.••••••••• 37,164 23,134 60.6 22,765 11,095 3,.304 10.0 9,6 lo.a 9.0 9.2 
55 to 64 years. , •••••••••• 25,253 14,446 74.8 15,825 . 7,148 2,280 6.8 6.0 7.5 s.a 6,3 
65 years end over •••.••••• 21,241 10,541 101.5 13,866 5,686 1,689 5.7 4,4 6.6 4.6 4,7 

Medien age, •••••• , • yeal:-s .• 26,8 24.7 ... 28.7 24.5 22.8. ... ... ... ... ... 


