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U, S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 
PRELIMINARY REPORTS 

July lb, lvbl Washington 25, D. C. Series PC-12, No, 3 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THli: POPULATION OF .ARKANSAS 
APRIL 1, 1950 

(This itl one of a series of reports presonting figures on selected characteristics of the population 
of the smaller States. In thi.s series, reports are numbered alphabetically by States, Addi
tional I'eports wi 11 be issued as figures for other States become available, .t>relin1inary sample 
data for the larger States, not covsrerl in this series 1 will be found in Series PC-6) 

Although the population of Arkansas de
creased between 1940 and 1950 1 there were 
marked gains among young children and elderly 
persons, according to figures from the 1950 
Census of Population released today by Roy v. 
Peel, Director, Bureau of the Census 1 Depart~ 
ment of Commerce. The total population of 
the State decreased by 39,876, ar 2,0 percent, 
during the decade; but the number of children 
under 5 years of age increased by 30,769, or 
15 .6 percent, and the number of persons 65 
years old and over increased by 38.9 percent, 
On the other hand, decreases were shown by 
the figures for a number of other age groups-
the largest of.these, 21.9 percent, occurred 
among persons 15 to 24 years old, The 1950 
Census was the first to record an excess of 
females over males in the population of the 
State. Between 1940 and 1950, the nonwhite 
population of the State decreased by 11•4 
percent as compa~ed with an increase of 1.l 
percent in the white population. 

DEFINITIONS OF TEiiMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural residenoe.--Under the 
urban definition established for use i:p. the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
a11 persons living in (a) places of 2 1500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, towns ,1 and villages; (b) the densely 
settled urban fringe, including both incorpo
rated and unincorporated areas, around cities 
of 50,000 or more; and (c) unincorporated 
places. of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside 

i Except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where "towns" are minor civil divisions of counties 
and are not necessarily densely settled centers like 
the towns in other States. 

any urban fringe, The remaining population 
is classified as rural. According to ·the 
de:f:'ini·tion used. in previous censuses, urban 
population comp;dsod all persons living ir1 
incorporated places of 2 1500 inhabitants or 
more and areas (usually minor civil di vj.sions) 
classified as urban under special rules re
lating to population size and density, 

Farm and nonfarm residenoe.--The rural 
population is subdivided into the rural-farm 
population, which comprises all rural resi• 
dents living on farms, and the ru:ral-nonfarm 
population1 which comprises the remaining 
rural population, However, the method of de
termining farm and nontarm residence in the 
1950 Census differs somewh~t from that used 
in earlier censuses. In the 1950 Census, 
persons on: 11 farms 11 who were paying cash rent 
fo:r their house and yard only were classified 
as nonfarm; furthe:rmore, persons in insti tu
tiona, sunim.er camps, and tourist courts WPre 
classified as nonfa:rm. 

Color.••The group designated 
whi te11 eonsists of :Negroes, Indians, 
Chinese, and other nonwhite races. 
of Mexican birth or ancestry Who are 
initely Indian or of other nonwhite 
classified .as white. ' 

as 11 non
Japanese1 

Persons 
not def
:raoe are 

Age,--The age classification is based on 
the age of the person at his last birthday 
before the date of the census, that is, the 
age of the person in completed years. The 
median age may be defined as that age 'which 
divides the population into two equal g:roups~
one-half being older and .one-half younger 
than the median. 
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Tabla 1,--GOI.OR BY t:JEX, F'OR AflKANSAS 1 URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 ANll l~h~O 

The State Percent distribution 

Color and sex 
Percent Urban, Rural, The State 

1950 1940 change, 19.50 1950 Urban, Rural, 
1940 to 

19.50 1940 1950 1950 
19.50 

Total ••. , •••• ,, .• 1. 1, 909, '.ill 
f..---·-

i, s1.i,9, 313'7 -2.0 630,591 1,278,920 1.00 .o 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White.,.,, ••• , •••••.•.• •• 1,4131,508 1, 1.66, os,; 1.l 483,955 99'7,553 'l'f'.() ?5,2 '16.7 78.0 
Nonwhite •.••.•••.•.•• , ••• ·•28' 003 i,B3,303 -11.4 146,636 281,367 22.lt 2•~.R 23.J 22.0 

Male ................. 951 531+ 9B2 916 -3.2 300 881 650 653 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 
White •.• , ••••....•.••••.• 71,3 ,C>l5 71,1.,233 -0.1 232,834 510,781 78.1 75.7 7?,I+ 78.5 
Nonwhite, .•.••••••.••.••• 20'1,919 2311,6'/8 -12,9 68,047 139,872 21..9 21.,3 22.6 21,5 

Female., •••• , ••.••... 95'?,977 966,1+'71 -0.9 329,710 628,26'7 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

White •.••••••.••.••.•••.• '737,893 '121,846 2.2 251,121 486,'1'12 'l'?,0 ?l ... '7 76.2 77,5 
Nonwhite •.•••..•.•.•••••• 220,mv. 2M.,625 -10.0 78,589 11.1,1.,95 23.0 25.3 23.8 22.5 

l'able il.--J\GE DY SEX, FOH AHKANSAS, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 19c,o 

--
The State Percent dis·tribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural. The State Rural Age and sex cent nonfarm, farm, Rural 
1950 Urben, non-1950 19/tO change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, fa.rm, 

191,Q ta 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

l'otal population •••••• 1,909,'.iU ] ) <;Ji;{)' )fl? -2.0 630,'.191 /,77 ,093 80l,fl27 :ioo.o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0 .. . ... 33.0 25.0 lt2.0 ... ... . .. . .. ... 

Under 5 years •• , ••.••••.• , 2W,2'?1 19'?, ~.102 15.6 68,629 59 ,21,7 J.00,395 12.0 10.1 10,9 12.4 12.5 
5 to 14 years .. , ••.••••.•• .11n, 5(iJ 1,01,,613 -6.2 96,'719 9",'703 190,141 20.0 20,9 15.3 19 .9 2),7 
15 to 24· years., ••..•.•..• 29/,' :1.~,lf1 :J?(i,9Hb -21.9 9'/,91.lO 71,312 125,26,I, 15.1 .. 19,3 15 .. 5 14,9 15.6 
25 to 34 years ••.•.••.•.•• 25!i, ?9•'~ :icn, 12? -1.r>.l .L00,758 65, 1/,4. 89,892 13,i, 15,1, 16.0 13.? 11.2 
J5 to 41, yea.rs ••••.••••••• 21t9, <]/+,~,) ;~:11:"1, U··~ ~1 .B 90,523 60,XJ5 99,0B'/ l l,l 12.1 J/ .. ,,t'. 12.6 12,4 
45 to 54 years ••••• , •••••• 19\1,831. 1.9;!, 112 "~.o '12,052 It'{, lltl 80,b:l8 10. ~j 9.9 11.I, 9.9 10.l 
55 to 64 years •••••••.•••• 1.50' 55'~ 1:31,(}~i'.l 14.4 52, 65/~ 36,l,QO 61,49!l ';.C) 6,8 8,3 7.6 7.7 
65 years and over •..•••••• 1/.8, 999 1.07, 2GO 3<!,9 51,2'76 1,2,811 51,.,912 '1.8 5.:; 8,l. 9,0 6,8 

Median age ••••••••• years •• 2'1.0 2.-\.H ... 30.2 27.0 ;~3.11 ... ... . .. ... ... 
Male.,,, ••• , .••••.••...• 9'.i.l 53/., 9f{;,~ C)J() -.3.2 300,flRl 235,·".81 1,15, 172 lOD.O J.00.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years, , • , •••• , .• , • ll'i,ll'.ll 99,606 16 • .3 3.1,, 908 30,026 :10,89'/ 12.~ 10.l ll..6 12.l:l 12.3 
5 to 14 years .•.•••.•..••• 191., 200 2o:i,589 -.5.5 48,600 47,'167 9'i',833 2011'~ 2(),9 16.2 20.3 23,6 
15 to 24 years •••••••••••• l.l,J,J..71. l.%,252 -2.3 .o 43,938 3.1,.,019 6.'5,51/t 1.5,l 18.9 v.,6 11 .. 4 15,8 
25 to 34 years • , •••••••••• 122,889 lt'~'/' '/'{(1 -16,!l I,'/ ,822 31,1.sa . l.:J,Ci09 l~~ .9 15.0 15,9 13.4 10.5 
35 to 44 years ••.•• , ...•.• 122,1,19 l.l'.1,958 5.6 •".2(111 29,891 49 ,£ll7 12.9 n.8 14.2 12.7 12.0 
45 to 54 years •.•••.••••.• 99,2C>l. 100,151 -0,9 31.,097 23 ,354 4.l,810 ].l),/, 10.2 11.3 9.9 10.1 
55 to 64 years •• , ••.•.••• , rn,:i01 70, J.'Yi' 10.2 2'.5,436 17 ,HJ./, 31,,1.n H.1 '/ ,J. 8.5 7,6 8.2 
65 years and over ••.••••••. '/6Jor;2 •_;7 ,'.18'7 32,6 23,369 21,152 31,551 8.0 5.8 7.8 9.0 7,6 

Median age ••••.•.•• years •• 26.H 2: .. 0 ... 29,8 26.9 21,.,(l ... ... ... ... ... 
Female •.•.••.• , ••.•••••• 95'1,977 9Ci6,lt'/]. -0.9 329,?10 241,612 386,6'.i5 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years •.•.••••....• 112,M,O 'l'/,il96 11.,9 33,721 29,221 1,9,1,9g n.? 10.1 10.2 12.l 12.8 
5 to 11, years •••••••••.••• l.8'7,363 201,o;y, -6.8 Ml, 119 46,936 <J2,30!l 19,6 20.8 v .. 6 19.lt 23.9 
15 to 24 years •••••••.•.•• l.51,0H5 190,?:l.; -20.8 51.,01,2 37,293 59,'750 1'.i.8 19.'7 16,4 15.4 15.5 
25 to 34 years ••.•• , , , ••• , 132,905 1.53,351 -1.J,3 52,936 33,686 L,6,2H3 13,9 15.9 16.1 13.9 12.0 
35 to /.4 years •••••......• 12'7,526 1.20,1?6 6.1 4?,812 J0,444 49,270 L3.3 12.1, 11,.,5 12.6 12.7 
45 to 54 years ••.••.•.•••• 100,5?0 91,961 9.4 37,955 23,787 38,828 J.0.5 9.5 11.5 9.8 10.0 
55 to 64 years ••.•••••.••• 73,161 61,1,:.;6 19.0 2'1,218 18,586 2'1, 35? 7,6 6.4 8.3 7,7 7,1 

65 years and over ••••..•.• 72,92? l~g, H?3 46.2 27,907 21,659 23,361 '7,6 5.2 8.5 9.0 6,0 

Median age •••.••••• years •• 2?.l 21.,7 ... 30.'.i 2'7.2 23,(i ... ... ... ... ... 


