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U, S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 
PRELIMINARY REPORTS 

September E, lJ~l Washington 2·5, D. C, Series Pc-12, No. 7* 

CHARACTT~RI~i'l'JC~i 01" T:ll~ PCWT!L1\'l'ION OB' TJ-Ifi: DISTRIC'l' OF' COLUMBIA 
Af'!{}l, 1 ~ l %0 

(This is one of a S~'L'ien of' l't!\hJ'.'h1 prec:,.·nt inf.; i'JtilU.·~s on uelec tad c!1ararrteriatics of the population 
of the smaller Stu ten. In 1 i: L1 c;•:·r ! mJ, roports Etre numhfir·cd alphnbeticaJly lly Eltataa, Addi
tional reports will be lssu.-!d us f.' '"'''"'ti 1.,1r other States become available. Prel.i.minary sample 
C.a:ta for the larger ::;t,i:i:t.ei;, m. 1. ·1ovc"" ,.-1 :li, Uiis serle.~, will be :t:'ouud in St:l'ieB P1>·6) 

Gains in the populat;:l.on o.t' t.li•J Dtf!t;riat. 
ot ColW11bia between 1940 anli Hi~i(I w•1.1'•'1 iuost 
marked among young ohildren HIW elr'l.01· iy Jll2ff·

SOns 1 aooording to figul'.'es t'.r.·c:·m t\rn HJoO 
Census of" Population relerwed Lo•lttY b.\' ltu.v V. 
Peel, Director, Bureau of 'f'.Jw Goll:Jll:J, Dopa.1•t; .. 

ment of' Commerce, Although the ~ot.al popula·· 
tion of the District of Oo.lm11bi11 j ncreMrnd hy 
139,087, or 21,0 percent, dt1~·lnr~ tltcl decade, 
the number. of children um'ler ~i yoars of nge 
increased by 31,403, or 78.B :i,it:n·ceut, and the 
llUlllber of persons 65 years old aud over in
creased by 15, 610, or 3?. 9 peree1r~. Dme.lle1• 
inoreases were shown by the f'l.[~1rres .t'o:r. ea<;h 

ot the remaini~g broad ago group~i. 'l'he mnall·· 
est 'inc:reas e, 2. 7 percen·t, oocun•t.H'i umong per
son.a 15 to 24 yea:rs old. In 11'50 there ware 
fewer males than females in Urn povula.Uon o:t: 
the !li strio t or ColUlllbia, and tile shortage of 
ma.lea was relatively larger than it had been 
in the preo eding census. The.t"e we.r:o F39 .1 males 
tor every 100 females in 1950 as comnared w:l"l;h 
91. 9 in 1940. Between 1940 and Hl50: the non
white populat1on of' the Diatrict of Columbia 
increased by 50,5 percent, in contrast to an 
increase of' 9, 2 percent in tlw white popula
tion. The entire population of the Distrtct 
ot ColUlllbia is ola.ssified as urban. ' 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS .A1ID EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural residence.--Under the 
urban definition established for use in the 

'1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a) places of 2 1 500 

inhabitants 01· more incorporated as Clitias, 
boroughs, t;oWI1a, 1 and vUle.gea; ( q) the densely 
set"t.led urban :t'ri.nge, 'lncludl ng both inoorpo
ra tea. and. ~1nincorporated areas, around oi ties 
of 50, 001• :)r mo·t'e; and ( o) uninoor:pora ted 
places •.~· 2,500 inhabltanta or more outside 
any urbar •.. rtnge. The remaining population 
J.ri olaasifiad as rural. .Acool"ding to the 
dafini ti on 1ised in previous censuses, urban 
population oompri sad nll persons living in 
incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more and area1:1 (usually minor oivil divisions) 
olaasified as urban under s~eoial rules ra
la ting to population size e.nd dansi ty, 

as "non
J e.panese, 

Persop.e 
not de:t'-

CGlor.--The group designated 
whi ta" oonsists of Negroes 1 Indiana, 
Chinese, and other nonwhite races. 
of Mexican birth or ancestry who are 
initely Indian or of other nonwhite 
olassified as whiwe~ 

raoe are 

Age, --The age classification is based on 
the age of the person at his last birthday 
before the date of the oensus, that is, the 
age of the person in completed years. The 
median age may be defined as that age whioh 
divides the popu1a·tion into two equal grou11s-~ 
one-half being older and one-half younger 
than the median. 

1 Except in New England, Ne\I York, and Wisconsin, 
where "towns" are minor aivil divisions or counties 
6Ild are not neaeasarily densely settled centers like 
the towns in other States. 

*The PQ-12 report for Delaware, is~ued May 11, 1951, which was inadvertently numbered 7, should have been 
ll\llJlbered 6, 

Ntf /" (over) 
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Table 1.--COLCR BY SEX, FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 1950 AND 1940 

--
Percen·t Percent distribution 

Color and sex 1950 1940 chl.!Ilge, 
1940 to 

1950 1950 1940 
--i---

Total, ••• ••••••.• , ••••• , • , • , .•••. ., •• 802,178 663,091 21.0 100.0 100,0 
White • .•• , , , •• , •••.••• , ,. ••• , , •• • • , • , ..... , • 518,147 474,326 9,2 64.6 71,5 
Nonwhite ••••.• , •.•.•••••••.• 111111•• •••• •••••• 284,031 188,765 50,5 35.4 28.5 

Male. 111 •I I• t •I• I I' I• t I•• It' .. 1 •I• t ••I•• a 377,879 317,522 19,0 100,0 100,0 
Wlli"te •• I,._ I I I I 'If• f I I I I I a I .. • I. I I 1 f • t • t I. I I I I 242,842 227,748 6,6 61..3 71.7 
Nonwhite,. .•.•• , . .•• , • , • , •. , •• , •.•.• , .• , ••• 135,0:.37 89,774 50.4 35.7 28.3 

Female •.•• , . .• , ........ , • , , , , , , , , , , , . , • 424,299 345,569 22.8 100.0 100,0 
Yllli te. I. o1 I I t ••I I I I It t f .. I ill I I I f I Ill I• I ill I t .. 1 If 0 275,305 246,578 11.7 61.,9 71.4 
Nonwhit~ •...•. , ..... , ........ , ..... ,..,, .. ,. 148,994_ 98,991 50,5 35.1 28,6 

Table 2.--AGE BY SEXi FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 19.50 AND 1940 
.. --=..-------. 

Percent Percent distribution 
Age and sex 1950 1940 change, 

1940 to 1950 1940 
1950 

To·hal population,..,,., .• .- ..• , ... ,, ••. ,. 802,178 663,091 21.0 100,0 100,0 
Percent by residence •••... , ••.•.•.•• 100,0 ... ... . .. ... 

Under 5 years • . , .•.•.•.. , , .... , .......... , •• 71,254 39,!l51 78,8 8.9 6,0 
5 to 14 years .......... , ......... , ..• , ..... !l9,370 78,334. 14.1 11.1 11,8 
15 to 24 years • ••••• I •••• I ••• ' • ' I ••• I ••• I • 117,196 111"163 2.7 14.6 17.2 
25 to 34 years., , . , . , ............ , .....•.. 158,956 14·0,114 13.4 19,8 21.1 
35 to 44 years •..•...... ,., ...... ,.•', .•••• 134,962 112,237 20.2 16.8 16.9 
45 to 54 years. I ••••••••• I .... I I • ' •••• ' ' • I • 104,478 84,559 23.6 13.0 12.a 
55 to 64 years • ................ , .......••. 69,146 .52,627 31.4 8.6 7.9 
6.5 yea.re and over • ....... , .... , .. , , ...•..• 56,816 41,206 37.9 7.1 6.2 

Median age••••••••••••••••••••••••·Years,. 32,8 32,1 . . . ... ... 
Male, ••••••. , .•.....•.• ,, ••.•.••..•.•••• 

' . 3'77,879 317 522 19.0 100.0 100,0 

Under 5 years, • , .•.• , • , , •••• , . , , , ••. , , , , • , 36,048 20,054 79.8 9,5 6,3 
5 to 14 Y.ears • ............................. 44,471 39,192 13.5 11.8 1.2,J 
15 to 24 years. ' ..... I .. f ••• I I ••• t ••• I • " ••• 56,745 54,835 .3, 5 15.0 17.3 
25 to 34 years • .. , .. , .....•....... , ...•••• 74,407 67,609 10.l 19,7 21,3 
35 to 44 years. i ......................... ,. 62,572 54,036 1.5.8 16,6 17,0 
45 to 54 years •....... " ................••• 49,099 . 40,898 20.1 13.0 12.9 
55 to 64 years •..••••. , , • , •.••. , •.••• , •••• 31,851 24,208 31.6 8,4 7.6 
6.5 years and over •.• , ...... , ... , .. ,., ....... 22,686 16,690 35,9 6,0 .5.3 

Median. age • ••.• , .... , , "' . , ........... yea.rs •• 31.9 31,6 ... ... ... 
Female,··.,., ................. ,, .•.. ,._, .•.• 4·24,299 345,569 22.8 100,0 100,0 

Under· 5 years •. ,., .... , •...... , ...•. ,,." ••• 35,206 19,797 77.8 8.3 5,7 
5 ·to 14 yea.rs ... , .... ,.,.,.,.,, •.......• , .. 44,899 39,142 14.7 10.6 11.3 
·15 ·to 24 years.~·, ........ ,,,,., ..•• •,.,.,,. 60,451 59,328 1.9 14.2 17,2 
25 to :34 years, ..... , .•. , .. , ...... , . , ... , • 8t,,5;,9 72,505 16.6 19,9 21.0 
35 to 44 years, . ........... , ....... , . , .••• 72,390 58,201 24.4 17.1 16,8 
45. to 54 years ............ , ..• , ........ ," ••• 55,379 43,661 26.8 13.1 , 12.6 
55 to 64 years, . .• , , .. , ..... , . , ... , .... , .. , • 37,295 28,419 31.2 8.8 a.2 
65 years a.n.d over •.. , .... , .... , ..... , •.••• .,. 34,130 24,516 39,2 8,0 7.1 

Medi'an age.••••••• .. , ............... years •• 33.5 32 • .5 ... ... . " 
l 


