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OF FLORIDA: APRIL 1, 1950 

(Thie is one of a series of reports presenting figures on selected characteristics of.' the population 
of the smaller States. In this series, repoi.'ts are numbered alphabetically by States, Addi­
tional :reports will be issued as figures for other States become available. Preliminary sample 
dnta for the ~a:rger States, not covered in thiR series, will be found in Series PC-6) 

Gains in the population of Florida be­
tween 1940 and 1950 were most marked among 
young children and elderly persons, according 
to figures from the 1950 Census of Popu­
lation released today by Roy V. Peel, Direc­
tor, Bureau of the Census, Department of 
Commerce. Although the total population of 
Florida increased by 873 1 891, or 46 .1 percent, 
during the decade, the number of children 
under 5 years of age increased by 139,961, or 
92,4 percent, and th? number of persons 65 
years old and over increased by 106, 278, or 
81,0 percent. Smaller increases were shown 
by the figures tor each of the remaining 
broad age .groups. The smallest increase, 
16.3 percent, ·occurred among persons 15 to 
24 years old. In 1950 there were fewer males 
than females in the population of Florida, 
and the shortage of males was relatively 
larger than it had been in the preceding cen­
sus. There were 97,3 males for every 100 fe­
males in 1950 as compared with 98,8 in 1940. 
Between l940 and 1950 the nonwhite population 
of Florida increased by l?.4 percent, in con­
trast to an increase of 56.7 percent in the 
white population. 

DEFINI'rIONS OF TERMs AND .l!JCPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural residence.--Under the 
urban definition established for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a) places of 2, 500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, tovms, 1 and villages; ( b) the densely 
settled urban fringe, including botl1 incorpo­
rated and unincorporated areas, around cities 

1 Except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where "toWtlfln are minor civil divisions of.' counties 
and are not necessarily densely settled centers like 
the towns in other Sta·bes, · 

of 50,000 or more; and (c) unincorporated 
places of 2,500 ~nhabitants or more outside 
any urban fringe, The remaining population 
is classified as rural, According to the 
definition used in previous censuses, urban 
population comprised all persons living in 
incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more and areas (usually minor ai vil di visions) 
classified as urban under special rules re­
lating to population size and density. 

Farm and nonfarm ·residence.--The rural 
population is subdivided into the rural-farm 
population, which comprises all rural resi­
dents 11 ving on farms, and the rural-nonfarm 
population, which comprises the remaining 
rural population, However, the method of de­
termining farm and nonfarm residence in the 
1950 Census differs somewhat from that used 
i·n earlier censuses. In the 1950 Census, 
persons on "farms" who were paying cash rent 
for their house and yard only were classified 
as nonfarm; furthermore, persons in institu­
tions, summer camps, and tourist courts were 
classified as nonfarm. 

as "non­
Japanese, 

Persons 
not def­
race are 

.Q..Q.12!:..--The group designated 
white" consists of Negroes, Indians, 
Chinese, and other nonwhite races. 
of Mexican birth or ancestry who are 
ini tely Indian or of ot;he:r nonwhi·te 
classified as white. 

Ae;e.--The age classificatlon is based on 
the age of the person at his last birthday 
before the date of the census, that i.s, the 
age of the person in omnpleted years. The 
median age may be defined as th&.t age which 
divides the population into two equal groups-­
one-half being older and one-half younger 
than the median. 
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Tnble 1.--COLO •. DY l>F.X, Fon FLOHIDA, URBAN AND RUH.AL: 1950 AND Ell,() 

__ ,,_,,_=-=======r============n=====;r=====r=========== 
'fhe State 

Color and :;ex 1950 1940 
Percent 
change, 
1940 to 

1950 

Urban, 
1950 

Rural, 
1950 

Percent distribution 

The State Urban, 
t--19_5_0........,,---19_4_0 __ tl 1950 

Rural, 
1950 

---~------1------1!------1----tt------t------t-----___ _..,,,,, ~---·->---·-

957,1,15 100.0 J.00.0 100.0 100.0 -----1,897,414 46,l 1,813,890 Total. •...•.....•. '1---2.:.., 7_7_1..:.1_3_05-+---=--.:.....--1----ff---''--'--+---=--+---+------tl--
Wldtf; ••. ,,. •• • • . • .. • • • • •• • 21 166,047 1,381,986 56.7 1,417,177 748,870 ?8.;! 7~~uf~ 'lH.l 78.2 

208, 51,:; 21.8 •11·, ') 
;.~1. 9 ~1.ll .-,.1.,,,, 

l.,9t't, 71? 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ·------ ,.._._ __ _ , __ 
381!,0flO 'lll. 5 '13,1 78,5 78,i, 
106,L'r/ 21.5 26.9 n,5 21.6 

515,428 17.4 396, 713 

91,3,123 41,,9 872,200 
-·- -· 6H9_, ~570 55o5 684,412 

t153,f.i53 16.l lf.!7,788 

>,.J;.'"''"rh:ltn ••••• , ••• ,,, ,, • • • • • 605,258 

i'lr:\lC ........ - ,, • ,, ••••• ··~-~~'366,91_'_7+-----· 
W!"d.t.e"""" '"·~~ ......... ,. ..... ~~ 1.,0?2,lt92 
.iJunwh:li~c,, ... " . " ........... ~ 4 • • .29.:t ,lt25 

~-~·__::~~:~: 47.2 941,690 -' 1'>92,1.16 57,9 732, 765 
.~Gl,875 18.7 20H,925 

~-----.-- ....._ ________ 

Female ••••.•.••••... 1 1,404,38$ ----·-\.1ldte.................... 1,,093,~55 

:.1.'.~'.::1~·:'.:..:.:..:_:_:..:_:_::_:_:~.~. ___ ?~1_0 __ .• __ H_J_J_._ ____ _ 

Table :2,--AGE BY i3EX, l'OR. FWHTDA., UIUlAN AND mm.AJ,: 19'.i\l M!D :in1:(1 

;~'Jl,'139 1~51,·V/L{ 92,t, 
lt31.r 1 91~5 J~lt,O.~l ::u,,2 
394,920 339,l,.9f) 1(1,3 
,:,40,636 J;?.?, l/?fl :v.,1, 
l,J.1.,.573 ~~711. ·' lHiJ 50,1 
3:~'1',~?.67 :~O'?,,?U·~ '..i(l111l., 
;23,_;, mo :L!1.1.~ '}('.() (16,.i 
;.~:4? ,1 .. 95 131,:\:·'.~i.7 8.1,ll 

Me!lian age •. ,. ....... yca:rfJ,. .:n.o ;2901 

'?G ,:~~1:.> ry,.,n 8H,491 
163,;»D .'.31+11? 12,~, 111-9 
163,,99'? l':J.3 11'1,387 1A.(t 3 r;"''" 1~.1o5 
159,ll<J 32,9 1'·2,321 .l.':\ri!l lf'.·1111 .u'~···~ 
Dfi,,:l.\ll. t,6,0 J.:ll., '/36 '1/,,.,rj .1/, 11'-~ l:.1.1, 
105,Jltl 5;,~. 7 110,478 

71,'.i3() 61,8 ?7, 9,~9 
(1'/,0~ll. '72.9 ?6,689 

11,d :u.2 
I 

l?...7 r ,. 'I .f· i\. ~) > ~ ,-i 

Po)l.':l ?11l H.t~ 

Median age •.••..••• ye(trs •• 30.li 29.3 ... 32,;j ... 
951.,291 4'7.2 941,690 1()0.0 100,0 100.0 

75,123 90,7 86,1>57 
160,538 33,7 123,100 
175,499 13,6 131,036 
168,657 35,8 159,896 
137,995 54.2 149, 9.5/; 
101, 966 60,3 llp, 734 

70,390 70.9 86,0'79 
64,123 89.5 88,431, 

9.2 12,5 11. 7 
JJ.1 18.S 22.9 
13.9 14,7 llt,d 
17.0 15.9 12.1 
15,9 13,7 13,2 
12,4 9,9 10.7 
9.1 7,3 7.8: 
9,1, ?.2 6,9 

13,095 10.2 '1.9 
25,660 15 .. 3 J.6.8 
16,591+ J.1,,2 113.4 
13, ~i25 ]J,,3 1'! ,'/ 
14,'7130 J.5.2 11 •• !l 
11,977 ll.6 10.? 

8,'761 8.6 7,1. 
7,6?9 8.7 6.'1 

28,9 33.1 27.5 25.5 ... 
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