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PRELIMINARY REPORTS 

September 12, 1~51 Washington 25, D. c. Series P0-12 1 No, 9 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF GEORGIA 
APRIL 1, 1950 

(This is one (Jf a series of reports presenting figures on selec·ted charaderis·t;ios o:r the po:pulaM.on 
of the smaller States. In this series, reports a.re numbered alphabetically by States. Addi­
tional reports will be issued as f'igm·es for other States become available, Preliminary sample 
data for the larger States, not covered in this series, will .be found in Series PC-6) 

Gains in the population of Georgia be­
tween 1940 and 1950 were most marked among 
young children and elderly persons, according 
to figures from the 1950 Census of Population 
released today by Roy V• Peel, Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce. 
Although the total population of Georgia in­
creased by 320,855, or 10,3 percent, during, 
the decade, the number of ohildren under 5 
years of age increased by 109,395, or 34.9 
percent, and the number of persons 65 yea.rs 
old and over increased by 61,012, or 38.4 
percent. On the other hand, the number or 
persons 15 to 24 years old decreased by 10.3 
percent. In 1950 there were fewer males than 
females in the population of Georgia, a.no the 
shortage of males was about the same as it 
was at the time. or the preceding census. 
There were 96.2 males for every 100 females 
in 1950 as compared with 96.6 in 1940. Be­
tween 1940 and 1950 the nonwhite population 
of Georgia decreased by 2.0 percent, in con­
trast to an increase of 16.8 percent in the 
white population. 

places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside 
any urban fringe. The remaining population 
is classified as rural. 4coording to the 
definition used in previous o,ensusea, u.rban 
population comprised all persons living in 
incorporated places of 2,600 inhabitants or 
more and areas (usually minor oi v:l.l d.1 ViBions) 
classified as urban under special :rules re~ 
lating to population size and density. 

Farm. and nonfarm re§idenoeh~-The rural 
population is subdivided into t,he rtu+al-:f'a.rm 
population, whioh oo.mpriae$ all riiral resi~ 
dent a li v:l.ng on farms, a.nd the ru.ral-non:t'arm 
population~ whioh oomp:ri sea tbe remaining 
rural population. However, ·the method of de­
termining farm and non:t'arm residence in the 
1950 Census differs somewhat from. that used 
in earlier oensuaes. In the 1950 Census. 
.persons on 11 farms 11 who were :paying oash rent 
for their house and yard only were olassified 
as nonfar:m; furthel"lltore, persona in insti tu­
tiona, sUllllJler camps, and tourist oourts were 
classified as nonfarm. 

Q_ DEFINITIONS OF 'l'ERMS AND l!~XPLANATIONS Color.-~The group designated as 11non~ 

white" oonsista1 of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, 
Chinese, and other nonwhite raoea. Persons 
of Mexican. birth or ancestry who are not def­
initely Indian or of other nonwhite raoe are 
classified as white. 

Urban and ru~al r~§1.J!enpe.--Under the 
urban definition established for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons· living in (a) places of 2,500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, towns, 1 and villages ; ( b) the densely 
settled urban fringe, including .both incorpo­
rated and unincorporated areas, around cities 
of 50·,000 or more; and ( o) unincorporated 

1 Except in New Englanq, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where 0 towns 11 a:re minor civil divisions of counties 
and a:re not necessarily densely settled centers like 
.the towns in other States. 

·o-.~o :J/ 

~·-~The age olassi:fication is based on 
the age of the person at his last birthday 
befo;re the date ot the census, that i1;1, the 
age or the person in oompleted years. The 
median age may be defined as that age Which 
di Vides the population into two equal. groups-­
one-half being older and one.:.half younger 
than the median. 
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'l'able 1.--COLOR BY [;Ex, FOR GEOHtlIA, URDAN AND RURl\.L: 1950 AND 19/,() 

The s·tate 

Color and sex 1950 1940 

Total. .•••.••.•...• 3, l1A-4, 5r;s 3,123,'123 

White •••.•.•.••••...•..•. 2,386,57.l 2,038,2'/8' 
Nonwhite ................. l~ 061+, 005 . l., 085' 1,1,5 

Male ................. 1,688, 66~/ 
White ... , •••.•.• , ........ l,Hl2,716 
Nonwhite •••..•••.••...... 505,951 

Female •......•.••... , 1,755,911 

White., .•.•. , •.•.••. , .. ,, 1,197,857 
Nonwhite ................. 558, 054. 

====:... 

.Age and sex 
1950 

Total population •••.•. 3,444,578 
Percent by residence 100.0 

Under 5 years •....••...••. 
5 to 14 years ••...••.....• 
15 t() 24 years •. , ....... , • 
25 to 31+ years •.•. , ..••.•• 
35 ·to 41+ yeal·s •......•...• 
45 to 54 years •• , •.. , •..• , 
55 to 64 years •.•••••.•••• 
65 years and ove!' ••••••••• 

Median age •.•••.... years •• 

422,517 
G66,1+07 
568,079 
531,612 
1,.r;J,866 
335,955 
226,L,].6 
219,726 

26,2 

1, 531., 7:;s 

l,016,<iG8 
518,070 

1, 588, %5 

1,021,590 
567,J75 

The State 

1940 

3J12J' ',';!.::'\ ... ·--
313,.122 
641" \)[,~.i 
633,(.i!,.g 
513,fJ:JH 
3llJ,G65 
290,'733 
186,?3H 
158,n.~ 

Percc:::u\. 
chunm:i, 
1940 tll 

l.9,;i() 

W.3 

lC>.B 
-2.0 

10.n 
ll!. ::' 
-2.J 

10,5 

l'/,] 
-1.L> 

Ul'han, 
1950 

1, '.))")' lti.-'? 

l,06'7,911 
491,536 

'02,381, 
~---·-

509,002 
;.!.!3,38;~ 

H:'.'?,063 

5~18, 90~1 
;;G15, 151, 

Percent distribution 

Hural, 
.1950 

1, iW5, 1.31 

1., 312, GG2 
~)~1~? ·' !,,69 

956,283 -·-------
673,. '/11'~ 
~·!H2 .• 5r/~ 

1----··----
1950 .1940 

100,0 100.0 

69,1. 65.:> 
30,9 31 .... '7 

:100.0 100.0 ..... -.~----
'/(), () 66.2 
J0,0 33,8 

'"" ''d n• o oo o 
. ,, ,, ll'•b ,,\; •• l. .• 

tJ3H,9l1t~ t18o2 6.'+ • .3 
289,900 Jl.R 35.~ 

. ·~·~------···----

Urban, 
1950 

100.0 

68,5 
31,5 

100.0 

69.5 
3tl,5 

100.0 

(i/,6 
3;.~,.I+ ..... 

... 

Rural, 
1950 

100.0 

69,6 
30,4 

100,0 

70.5 
29,5 

100,0 

68.8 
31.2 

. " 
Mnle ••••••••••••••.••••• ,.1_.~,6-·8_8~,_G_6'_7+-l~,_5_:3_4~,'-15_1-ll --~]~.O~·~()-n--'~/:~3~~)·~3~8~.4:..i-_..:.46~·4~·~3~'7~0-l--~~,,~)l~,~9~1~3.j....:l=O~O~.~O.j....:l=O~O~.~O.\l-l=O~O~.~o-1-1-0_0_._o+-1_00_._o 

Under 5 years •..••.•••..•• 
5 to 14 yearo ••....•.••.•• 
15 to 24 years •.•....•..•• 
25 to 34 yea.rs •....•.••... 
35 to 44 years •.•..•••.••• 
45 to 54 years ........... . 
55 to 64 years •....•...•.• 
65 years and over •••.••••• 

Median· age •...•.••• years •• 

21<,, 178 
336,759 
2110,680 
256, 609 
230,858 
161,44? 
108,511, 

99,622 

25.5 

157, '/91 
321..,96(} 
307,181 
249,281! 
183, 71,1 
ll,2,2(Ju 
92, 68'1 
76,8% 

:.>5.'r 
:i.6 

-8.6 
2 .. 9 

2:.J.6 
J.3 .5 
17 .1 
;~<),() 

90,308 62,545 61,325 12.7 10,3 12.3 13.5 12.5 
1.21, 400 91, H:;o 123, 509 19,9 21.2 16,6 19,8 25,l 
112,630 131., 513 .33, 537 16,6 20.0 15.4 18,2 17,0 
lJ0,018 71.,,1?2 '52,1119 15.2 16,2 17.8 16,0 10.'l 
112,1!.tl 60,612 58,065 13,7 12,0 15,J U.l U,6 

78,U62 371 882 !,5,503 9.6 9,3 10.7 8.2 9,J 
1+13,717 ;~5,l,.86 34,311 6,1, 6,0 6,7 5.5 7.0 
.39,06!1 2'/,310 33,241i 5,9 5,0 5,J 5,9 G,8 

28.2 21 .. 2 22.3 ... 
Female.·• .... · .......... 1,755,911 1,588,965 10.:.; 1327,06.3 458,326 1,70,522 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100,0 

t-"'----=-~-1--.:..~-'-~1--~~-ll-~----~+-~---~~-·:.::.:..:::L.::.::::::.+-::::::::::..:::.i_::~~fj....:::.:.:.:.:..~:.:.:~~~ 
Under 5 years............. 208,339 155,331 31,.1 117,518 61,055 59,766 J.l,9 9,8 10,6 13,3 12,7 
5 to 14 years ...... ·...... 329,648 3191 099 3,3 122,833 89,6Ul ll?,19? Hl.8 20,J. 14.9 19,6 24,9 
15 to 24 years............ 28'7,399 3251 $6? -11.8 13?,691+ 76,049 ?3,656 16,4 20.5 16,6 16,6 15,7 
25 to 34 years............ 2?5,003 261,,350 1,.,0 1'+5,238 ?3,'154 56,011 15,7 16,6 17,6 16,1 11,9 
35 ·to 44 years............ 243,008 199,92•~ 21.6 126,340 57,86!, 58,80ti- 13,8 12.6 15,.3 12.6 12.5 
45 to 54 years............ 1?4,508 :v,8,!i27 1'7,5 90,294 39,393 <1.L,,821 9,9 9,3 10.9 8,6 9,5 
55 to 64 years............ 117,902 91.,01,9 25,4 58,682 28,523 30,697 (:.'7 5.9 7,1 6,2 6,5 
65 years and over......... 120,104 81,81.S 1,6,8 58,464 32,070 29,570 6.8 5.1 7.1 7,0 6,3 

Median age .......... years.. 26,.9 24.8 .... ,_2_9_._s,.,._ __ 2_5_,_.3 ____ 2_:~_._9•--e .. :._·1-_•_•_'JL_._._·.J--·-·-· i--'-'-' 
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