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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF INDIANA 
APRIL lt 1950 

(This is one of a series of reports presenting figures on selected characteristics of ·the population 
of the smaller States, In this series, reports are munbered alphabet:l<:lally by States, Addi
tional reports will be iusucd as figures for other States become available, Preliminary sample 
data for the larger States, not covered in this ::ieries, will be found in Series P0-6) 

Gains· in the popula·bion of Intl.ianr: be
t, .. ;rm 1940 and 1950 were most marked among 
: uung children and elderly persons, accordine; 
t;o t'igures from the 1950 Census of Population 
l'<)leased today. by Roy V, PeoJ , Direot.or t 
Bureou of the Census, Department of Commerce, 
Al though the tot11l population of' the fJtate 
increased by 506,428, or 14,8 percent, dur1ng 
tlle decade, tlle number of children urnle'.r 5 
years of age increased by 153 1 525 1 or 57.2 
percent, and the number of persons 65 years 
old and over increased by ?2,9Bl, or 25.3 
percent. On the other hand, the number of 
persons 15 to. 24 years of age decree sed by 
5.3 percent, The 1950 Census was the first 
to record an excess of females over males in 
the population of the State. Between 1940 
and 1950, the nonwhite population o:r Ind:l.ana 
i.ncreased ·by 4~. 5 percent, in contrast to 
an increase of 13,? percent in the white 
population. 

Dl!:FINITIONS OF TERMS AND l:!:XPLA.NATJONS 

Urbon and rural residence.--Under the 
urban det'inition established fol" use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a) places of 2.,500 in
habitants o;r more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, towns, 1 and villages; (b) the densely 
settl.ed urban f~inge, including boi;h incorpo
rated and unincorporated areas, around cities 
of 50·,ooo or more; and (c) unincorporated 
places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside 
any urban fringe, The remaining population 

1 Except in.New England, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where 11 towns" are minor civil divisions of counties 
and are not necessarily densely settled centers like 
the towns in other States, 
:J. ,;.~·~·~-

is cln~1sj f:lc~d as rural. Accardi.:-ig to the def
inition used in previous censuses, urlian 
papulnt.ion comprised all persons l.i.ving in 
incoi:·porat,ed places of 2 1 500 inbnbitarrt.s or 
more ancl areos (usu11lly min<ix· c:l.viJ clivisiona) 
clasoi:ried as urhan under spacial rules re
lating to population size and density, 

lt'arm r;1,nd non:rarm resi.dence.--The rural 
po1iulntion is subdivided into ·the rural-fHrm 
population, which comprhlos n1 l rural rtrnl
dents living on fnrms, nnc1 the rural-nonfarm 
population, which comprl::.ies the remaining 
rurB.l populn ti on. However, t,11 e metboc1 oi' 
dete1·mining farm and nonfarm residence in thl'l 
1\150 Census differs somewhat from that used 
in earlier censuses. In the 1950 Census, per
sons on "farms" wt10 werci payinfr, cnsh rent. for 
their house and yard only' wei•e classii'J ed. as 
non farm; t'1irt.liermore, persoas i.n institutions, 
surmner camps, arid tour1.st courts were clas~ 
sified as nonrarm. 

QQ1.m::.,.--'rl1e group designuted as "non
white" consists of Negroes, :tncJians, J'£1111:rne1Je~ 
Chinese, and other nonwhite races, Persons 
of' r.rexi oan birth or ancestry who are. not def
initely Indian 01• of other nonwhHe roce are 
classified as white. 

Age.--The age c1assif:lcstion ts based on 
tl:e age of the person at hi A lo.st birthday 
before the date of the census, that is, the 

• age of the person in completed yetirs, Tlle 
med.ion age may be defined as t;J:11·t age which 
divides .the popuJ.ntlon into two equal groups-
one-haJ f being 0lder and one -half younger 
than the median. 
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'.['able 1.-~COLOR BY SEX, FOR INDIANA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Color and sex Percent Urban, Rural, The State 
i950 1940 change, 1950 1950 Urban, Rure.l, 

1940 to 
19.50 1940 19.50 1950 

1950 

. 
Total •••••••.•..••• 3,9:34,224 3,4·27,796 14.8 2,357,196 1,.577,028 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 

White •••••••••••••••..•.• 3,758,439 3,305,323 13.7 2,189,6.50 1,568,789 95.5 96,4 92.9 99,5 
Nonwhite, .•.•••..•.•..••• 175,785 122,473 43.5 167,546 8,239 4.5 3.6 7,1 0 • .5 

Male •.•.•.••••.••••.• 1,958,:516 1,725,201 13.5 1,153,162 805,354 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

White ••. , •••••••.•..••••• 1,871,564 1,664,706 12.t, 1,071,105 800,t,59 95.6 96.5 92.9 99.4 
Nonwhite ................. 86,952 60,495 1,.3,7 82,057 4,895 f~.4 3,5 7.1 0,6 

Female, .•••.••••• , ••• 1,975,708 1,702,595 16.0 1,204,034. 771,674 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White~, ••.•.••.•••••• , ••• 1,886,875 1, 640, 617 15.0 l,118,545 768,330 95.5 96,4 92.9 99.6 
Nonwhite •••.•• , •••.•.••.• 88,833 lill,978 43,3 85,489 3,31.4 4,5 3,6 7.l a·.4 

Table 2,-AGE BY BEX, FOR INDIANA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 191,0 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural Age and sex cent nonfarm, farm, Rural 
1950 Urban, non-1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, farm, 

1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

·Total population •••••• 3J 934,224 3,427,796 14.8 2,357,196 909,874 667,154 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,() 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 59,9 23.l l?.O . . . . .. ... ·--

'Jnder 5 years .••••••.•.••• 422,060 266,535 57,2 249,037 106,084 64,939 10.7 7.6 10,6 11.9 9,7 
l to 14 years ...••.•••..•• 631,154 5.5.4, 013 13.9 342,234 160,344 128,576 16.0 16.2 14 .• 5 17,6 19,J 
.5 to 24 years •.•••••••••• 568,975 &l0,844 -5.3 348,614 129,450 90,911 14.5 17.5 14.8 14.2 13.6 
!5 to 34 years •.••.•..•.• ; 612,778 530,681 15,5 393,2&1 141,336 78,161 15.6 15.5 16.7 15,5 11.'7 
JS to 44 years ••.•.•.••••• 534,990 464;668 u.1 334,368 116,322 84,290 :I.3,6 13.6 14.2 12.8 12.6 
~5 to 54 years, •.•.•..•••• 443,345 412,412 7,5 273,309 88,709 81,327 11.3 12.0 n.& 9,7 12,2. 
55 to 64 years ••.•.••.•••. 359,915 308,607 16.6 213,324 74,150 ?2,it41 9.1 9,0 9.0 8.1 10,9 
65 years and ave~········· 361,017 288,036 25.3 203,029 91,479 66,509 9.2 8,4 8,6 10.1 10.0 
Medien age ••• " .•.•• years •• 30,6 30.5 . . . 31,l 29.0 31.3 . .. ... ... . . . ... 

Male •.• '(' •.•.••.•.•..•.• l 958.'516 1 725,201 13,5 1,153 162 456 696 348 658 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.(} 
Under 5 y~ars •..•••.• ~ .••• 215,384 136,857 57,4 126, 783 55,096 33,505 11.0 7.9 11.0 12.l 9.6 
5 to l4 years •. , • , •••..• , , .322,l28 280,997 14,6 172,656 82,379 67,093 16.4 16,3 15,0 18.0 19,2 
15 to 24 years •.•.•.••.••• 280,672 300,320 -6.5 167, 073 63,889 49,710 14.3 17,4 14.5 14.0 14.3 
25 to 34 years •••.••••.••• 299,714 264,573 13.3 191,481 69,$38 38,395 15.3 15,3 16.6 15.3 11,0 
.35 to 44 years ••• , ••••.••• 267,037 233,008 14,6 164,870 59,612 42,555 13,6 13.5 14.3 13.1 12.2 
45 to 54 years •....•.•.••• 221,585 209,644 5,7 134,761 44)987 41,837 11.3 12.2 11,7 9,9 12.0 
55 to 64 years ••.••....••• 179,702 156,756 14.6 104,583 36,520 38,599 9.2 9.1 9,1 s.o 11.1 
65 years and over •.•.•.••• 172,294 143,046 20.4 90,955 44,375 36,964 8.8 8.3 7.9 9.7 10.6 
Median age •.•.•...• years •• 30,4 30,5 ... 30,7 28.9 31,3 ... . . ~ . . . ... ... 

Femaie •••.•.••.•••.•..•• 1 975 708 l 702.595 16,0 l,204 034 453,178 318,496 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 ioo.o 
Under 5 years ••• , • ; •.••.•• 206,676 131,678 57.0 122,254 52,988 31,434 10.5 7.7 10.2 11.7 9,9 
5 to 14 years •••••••.••••. 309,026 273,0J.6 13,2 169,578 77,965 61,483 15.6 16.0 14.1 17.2 19.3 
15 to 24 years ••.•••..•.•• 288,303 300,524 -4.l l.Sl,541 65,561 41,201 14.6 17.7 15.l 14.5 12.9 
25 to 34 years .•.•.••••..• 313,064 266,108 17,6 201,soo 71,498 39,766 15.8 15,6 16,8 15.8 12.5 
.35 to 44 years ••.•.••.••.. 267,943 231,660 15.7 169,498 56,710 41,735 13.6 13.6 14,1 12.5 13;1 
45 to 54 years ••.• , ••...•• 221,760 202,768 9,4 138,548 43,722 39,490 11.2 11.9 11.5 9,6 12.4 
55 to 64 years .•..••••..•• 180,213 151,851 18.7 108,741 37,630 33,842 9,1 8,9 9.0 8.3 10,6 
65 years and over .•.•.••.• 188,723 144,990 30,2 112,074 47,104 29,5~.5 9,6 8.5 9.3 10.4 9.3 
Median age ••. , .••.• years •• 30.9 30,5 ... 31,4 29.2 31.3 ... . .. ... ... ... 
. ). j ' • ~~ ~\ -


