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CHARACTER!SI'ICS OF '.fJ:lE POPULATION OF LOUISIANA. 
' APRIL 1, 1950 

(This is one of a series of reports :presenting figures on seleoted oharaoteristioa of the population-~ 
of the smaller States. In thia series, ;reports are numbered alphabetically by s~tea, Addi­
tional reports will be issued ae i'igurea ro:r other States beoome available, Preliminary aam,ple 
data for the larger States, not oovered in this series, w-111 be round in series PC-6) 

Gains in the population of Louisiana be­
tween 1940 and 1950 were moat marked among 
young children and elderly persons, aocording 
to figures from the 1950 Census of Population 
released today by Roy V, Peel, Director. Bu­
~eau of the Census, Department of Commeroe, 
Although the total population of the State 
increased by 319 1 535 1 or 13.5 peroent, during 
the decade. the number of ohildren under 5 
years or age increased bf 103, 895 1 or 45,0 
percent, and the number of persona 65 yea~s 
old and over inoreaaed by 57 1 785• or 4:6,5 
peroent. On the other hand, the nu:nber cf 
persons 15 to 24 years of age decreased by 
?,4 pe~oent. . In 1950 there were fewer males 
than females in the population o:f Louisiana, 
S.t\li the shortage ot males was relatively 
larger than it. had been in the preceding 
oensus, There were 96,7 males tor every 100 
:females in 1950 as compared with 9B.4inl94:0. 
Between 1940 and 1960, the nonwhite :Popu­
lation of the State increased by 4,l percent, 
in contrast to an increase ot ie.e ~ercent in 
the White population. 

places or 2 1 500 inhabitants or more outside 
any urban fringe. The remaining population 
is classified as rural. Aocording to · the 
definition used in previous oensuses, Ul'ba.n 

population oompriaed all persons living in 
incorporated P,laoes cf 21 500 inhabit81lts or 
more and areas (usually minor civil divisions) 
classified as urban under special rules re­
lating to po:pule.tion aiiz.e and _density. 

0 > 
Fa:rm and nonfa:rm.reaidence,--The rura,;L 

population is subdivided into the rural-farm 
population, whion comprises all :ru.ral resi­
dents living on farms, and the rUI'al-nonfal.'lll 
population, which comprises the remaining 
rural population. Rowever, the.method of de­
termining farm and nonfB.l'Jll residence in the 
1950 Census differs somewhat from that '1$~ 
in earlier oensusea. In the 1950 0.ensas, 
p€raons on "farms" who were · payin( a.ash_ rent 
for their house and. yard only were olas1si;t'ied 
ae nonfarm; furthermore, persona in institu­
tions, summer oa.inpa, and tourist courts were 
classified as nanfal'In. 

Cl__ DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS Oolor, -~The group desi·gnated 
whi te~sists of Negroes, Indians, 
Chinese, and other nonwhite races, 
~r Mexican birth or anoestry who are 
initely Indian or or other nonwhite 
olassifiell as white. 

as '1non­
Japane.!e1 

Persojrs • 
not def'­
race are 

Urban and rural residenoe.--unaer the 
urban definition established tor use in the 
19c0 Census, the "J.rban populaticn comprises 
all persons living in. (a) · ple;o~s of 2 1500 
inhabitants or more inoorporated as oities, 
boroughs• towns •1 and villages l ( b) the densely 
settled urban fringe, including both incorpo­
rated and unincorporated areas. around oitiee 
o:t' 50, 000 or more; and ( c) uninoor:Porat6d· 

1 Except in New England, New York, and Wiaoonain, 
where "towns'' a:re minor civil divia:l.ona of oount.iea 
sn<'! are not neoeaaarily densely aettlid ·centers like 
the towns in other States. 

~ --Tbe age olasaifioation ls based on 
the age of the person at hie last birthd~y · 
before tM d:c.te 'of the census, t.na,t b, t4• 
age of the person in completed yea:ra. The 
me.dian age may be defined as tha~ ·age Mifoh 
d.ivid'es the population into two equal gro.u:p11-­
o~e-hali' being oluer and one-halt' younger 
than the median. 



Table 1. --COLClFl BY ,SJ~X, Hm LOllWIANA, l)H8AN AND H!lll/\L: .l.9'.;(] ANO \ •)!,() 

- ----- .. -·--:::.~-..::..~:-~ ·-· _., ·-
'rhe State Fe1·uc:nt distribution 

--r------· ~.-~.-··-·~-.. --,,-·_,,_ -~---~~ 

Color and sex Percent llrl>an, Hura1, The St11te, 
1950 1940 ohimgep 19.50 1950 Urban, Rural, 

l9t.O to --.---.. , ... _ --M•·-· ,._. 
1950 1950 

J.950 1950 1940 

·-·- ---- ---·~--

Total ••.••••••.•. ;. 2. 68.3 516 2 .36.3.880 13.5 1 1+71 696 1 211 820 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White •.••.•••••..•.•.•.• , 1,'796,548 1,511,'739 18.8 1, 022, 862 'i'73, ()$(, 66.9 (.,',,() 69.5 63.8 
Nonwhite ••••••• , •..•.• ,.; !386,968 852, lltl 4.1 M.8,834 4-38, 13<'t 33.1 .36.0 30.5 35.2 

Male ..•.••••••.•....• 1,319,160 1,172,382 l2o5 '705, ;?.()6 . ----~13' El''.'.:. 100.0 JOO.O 100,0 100.0 .,, .... ,.~.+----· 
White ••• , ...••••••.• ,,, •• 89l,862 757,3'/9 1'7.8 1,96, 231 39.5, 6J1 6?.6 f;<Lt11 6 ?0.4 64,l, 
Nonwhite •.•. , ••••• , •.•• ,. 427,298 1,15, 003 J,0 209,0:35 21H,26J 32 .. I,, .35.4 29,6 35,6 

Female •••••. , •.•••.•• 1,364,356 1,191,498 14.5 '761J,430 597,926 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White •••..•••.••••••.•.•• 904,686 754,360 19.9 526,631 378,055 66,J 63.3 68.7 63.2 
Nonwhite ................. 459, 670 437,138 5.2 239,'799 219,871 JJ,7 36,'/ 31.3 36.8 -- --· .. 

Table 2. --AGE BY SEX, F'Oll LOU:WIANA, U!UlAN AND RUil.AL: 1950 AND 191,Q 

The State 

Per-
Age and sex cent 

1950 1940 change, 
1940 to 
1950 

-- -""·--~~--.,,_ . ., .. 

Total population •..••. 2,6$.3,516 2,363,880 13 ,. ,:; 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 

Under 5 years ••••.•••.•••• 334,522 230,627 1,5,0 
5 to 14 years ••••••••.••.• 510,028 4'71,812 8.1 
15 to 24 years •.•••••••••• .<\-22,9.<\2 1,56,794 -7.4 
25 to 34 years ..•.•••••••• 404,520 3931 .:',75 2.8 
.35 to 44 years ..•••.•.•••• 368,76.? 318,530 15.8 
45 to 54 years •.•.••••.••• 279,341 228, 954. 22.0 
55 to 64 years ••.••.•..••• 186,609 l'A, 685 29,0 
65 years and over ........... 176,789 119,003 1,8,6 

Median age •.•.•.••• years •• 26.8 ~5u6 ... 
Male .................... l 319.160 l.1'/2,381! l2o5 

Under 5 years ••.••••••.••• 169,719 116,353 1.1'5,9 
5 to 14 years ••.•.....•••• 257,466 23'1, 6'?0 8,.3 
15 to 24 years •••••...•.•• 203,1,72 222,3?1 -8,5 
25 to 31, years ............ 194,869 191, 262 1,9 
35 to 44 years ••••••••••.• 180,436 157, 2Mt 11,,7 
45 to 54 years •..•.•••.•.• 137,728 116,872 17.8 
55 to 64 years ••••.•••.•.• 93,107 73,431. 26,H 
65 years and over •.•..•.•.• 82,363 57,1?6 ltlt. 4 1 

Median age •••.•••.• years •• 26.5 25.5 ... 
Female ••••••••••••••.••• l.364.356 1,191,49$ 14,5 

Under 5 years ............. 164,803 11<',, 274 M.,2 
5 to 14 years ••.•••••.•••• 252,562 234,142 7.9 
15 to 24 years •..•.••...•• 219,470 234,423 -6.1, 
25 to 34 years ••...•.••..• 209, 651 202,213 3.7 
35 to 44 years •....•...•.• lElB,329 161,286 16.8 
45 to 54 years •••...••...• 141,613 112,082 26.3 
55 to 64 years •.••••.•.•.• 93,502 71,251 31.2 
65 years and over •••••••.• 94,426 61,82? 52. 'l 

Median age, •....••• yea:rs •• 27.2 25,6 ... 

-
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Pert1ent diB"tribution 

The Stat.Et 
·-·----11Urban, 

J.950 191,0 1950 

Rural Rural 
non- f!ll'lll., 
farm, 1950 
1950 

.567 ,t,'.)5 ].()[),[) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
_,g -·--?A& _,. __ ...£1.1 --··· 

,1tL1·5 173,826 
23J,l,QI, 
229,303 
2.51,048 
219,658 
'.1.fv',, l,99 
106,148 

93, ll10 

29.0 

,_1.C~~ 
88, 121, 

116,960 
105,159 
120,190 
105,233 
?il, 990 
51,221 
39,389 

28.5 

'766 430 

85,702 
ll6,41A 
121,., JA4 
130, 858 
114,425 
85,509 
54,927 
54,421 

29.J~ 

-

8?, :~51 ?3 
135,0l,9 141 ,575 
101, 059 92 ,~'80 

91,588 fil ,884 
130, 732 (iB 1 3'15 
59,5?'7 55 ,265 
41,?0U )f:t ,'16] 
1+1,1.09 J.5 ,.5?0 

f24 .. 9 .2;·~.4 

?')]. _]22,50f: ,__ __ ~)!O 
,;2·11 
,C,JO 
,5'19 
,62t.~ 
,J9Ll 
,!i09 
,239 
,c,50 

lili.,3fM. 3? 
6H,t,.;;!C f't') 

"· 49,'7J/, Ml 
45, 05!) ;>.9 
1,0,80;1 3.~; 

30, 1~'9 28 
20,61.'i'I 21 
;~3,32/1 19 

21 .. '7 22.5 

12.5 
19,() 
15.8 
15.:t 
13.'7 
10.1.,. 

'7 .U 
6,6 

lllC~:: . .0 
12.9 
19,.5 
15.4 
14.,8 
13.7 
10.4 
?.1 
6,2 

9.B 11.8 13,5 12.9 
20.0 1.5.9 21.0 24.9 
J.9,3 15.6 15.7 16,3 
1(.,6 17.1 14.2 10.9 
1:1.5 14.9 12.5 12.0 
9.7 11.2 9.2 9,7 
6.1 7.2 6.5 6.8 
5.0 6.4 7.4 6.3 

,_}OC~:O 100.0 100.0 100.0 

9,9 12.5 13,8 12.a 
W.3 16.6 21.2 24.7 
19.0 14.9 1.5.4 16.7 
16.3 17.0 14.0 10.2 
]3.4 14.9 12.7 11.8 
10.0 n.2 9.3 9.8 

6.3 7.3 6.4 ?.3 
~~. 9 5,6 7.2 6,7 

321.861 276 ~:~65~-L;~~,L;~~u...:::.:::::~i-=::::.!."-IP"""""­100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

42,867 36 
66,623 69 
51,325 4ir 
46,533 32 
39,927 33 
29,4.J.8 26 
21,053 J.7 
21,, Otl5 15 

25.0 

, 231+ 
,495 
,001 
,260 
,977 
,656 
,522 
,920 

22.3 

12.1 
18.5 
16.l 
15.4 
13,8 
10.4 
6~9 
6,9 

9,6 11.2 13.3 13.1 
19.? 15.2 20.7 25.2 
19.7 16.2 15.9 15.9 
17.0 17,l 14.5 11.7 
13.5 14.9 12.4 12.3 

9,1+ 11.2 9.1 9,7 
6.0 7.2 6,5 6.3 
5.2 7.1 7,5 5.8 
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