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U, S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

1950 CENSUS OF POP'ULA T'ION 
PRILl~INAIY IEPORTS 

October l~, 1~51 W'asb:ington 25 1 D. o. Series PC-12 1 N.o. 18 

CHAF\ACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF MINNESOTA 
APRIL 1. 1950 

(This is one of a series of reports presenting :Ciguree on selected llharaoteristics <.lf the popUle.t.ion 
o;f the Bm11ller States, ln this series; reports are nll)llbered alphabet'.oall.y by States. Praltmi
nary sample data for the larger States, not covered·· in this ·series, will be· found in Series PC-6) 

Gains in the population of Minnesota be~ 
tween 1940 and 1950 were ?nost ~rked among 
young children and persona 55 yea.re old and 
over, according to figures trom the 1950 Cen
sus of Population released today by Roy V. 
Peel, Director, Bureau of the Census, Depart
ment of Commerce. Although the total popula
tion Of the State increa·sed by 190 1183., or 
6,8 percent, the number of children und:e:r 5 
years of age increased by 102 1176, or 4~.4 
percent. The nWttber ot persons 56 to 84 
years old increased by 25, 5 percent, ·a.l'ld the 
number of persons 65 years old and over :t.n
creased by 26.? percent. On the other hand, 
the number of persons 16 to 24 year.a old: de
creased by 16,3 percent, tn 1950 there were 
more males than females in the population of 
Minnesota, but the excess or males was rela
tively smaller than it had been at the, time 
of the preceding census, There were lOl.4 
males for every 100 females in 1960 as C·OJn.-. 

pared with 104.B in 1940, 

DEFINITIONS OF TElThtS .AND EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and .rural resilience.--Under the 
urban definition established for use in the 
1950.Census, the urban pop~lation com.prises 
all persons living in (a) places of 2 1 600 
inhabitants or more incorporated 8.'S ci tie.a, 
boroughs, town, 1 and villages ; ( b) the densely 
settled urban fringe, inoluding both incorpo
rated and unincorporated arsas, around oi ti.ea. 
of 50,000 or more; and (c) unincorporated· 
places of 2.,500 inha.'citants or more outside 

l Except in New England, Neiir rork,. a.nd Wisconsin, 
vhere 11tawna 11 are minor civil divisio:ns of. countiei:l · 
end are not necessarily densely settled centers like· 
the·tovna in other States. 

any urban fringe, . The remaining :population 
is olas·sified. as rural, . According to tb.e 
det:inition used in previous censuses 1 urb:an 
population comprised all parsons living in 
incorporated places of 2 1 500 inhabi tante or 
more and areas '(usually minor. civil divisi:ons) 
ole.ssiti&d as urban under speoie.J. rules re• 
latine; to population size and density, 

'a:t?m and non:t'ar!ll ,residenoe. -TM rural 
p.opul:at:ion i.e :subdi,.vided into t<b!e rural-te.rm 
populati<;m, wnioh comprises all rural re1:1i
<lents ·living on farm.a, an.d t'M rural-nonfa(t'j)], 
popul.a:tion; v.hioh compri>SeJ;i :th:$ rem.aining 
rural populati,,on; Hew~velt', ·the method ot de
termining farm and n:on:farm residence in the 
1950 Census differs . somewhat from that used 
in earlier c:en:.suses, ln the 1950 C,ensus, 
pereons on "fiµ-ms" who were pe1ying cash :r;'ent 
"-tor their house and yard only were classified: 
as nontarm; fl,l.rthermore, persons in insti tu.
tion.s, summer camps 1 · and toUl' i st c.o\.ll'ts wer;e 
cilassifil'!d as nont'arm, 

~~or,--The group designated 
white" conei·sts of Negroes, Indiana, 
Ch.inese 1 and other nonwhite raoes, 
of Ml!IXioan birth or ancestry who a.re 

as "non
Japanese 1 

·. Per·son:s 
not de:!'-

initely Indian or .of other nonwhite race are 
cla·ssified a:s white,, 

~.--The age olassii'ici;ition is based on 
the age of the person at his last bir.thda,y 
before the date of the o ensua 1 that is, the 
age ct the person in coi:tpleted years. The 
median age may· be defined o.s that ag·e which 
dividee tile. population into two equal groups-
one .... :b.alf being older am.d · one•half ·101inge,r 
tha,n the median. 
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Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FOR MINNESUl'A, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 ANf) 1940 

-
The State Percent distribution 

---~··--" 

Color and sex Percent Urban, Rural, The State 1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 Urban, Rural, 
1940 to 

1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total. •••••.• , .•••• 2,982,483 2,792,300 6.8 1,624,914 1,357,569 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 

White •• , •••••••••.••••••. 2,953,678 2,768,982 6.7 1,607,978 1,345,700 99,0 99.2 99,0 99.l 
~~e ••.••••••.••••••. 28,805 23,.318 23.5 16,936 n,869 1.0 a.a 1,0 0.9 

Male •••••.•• , •••••••• 1,501,354 1,427 J 51.5 5.2 785,162 716,192 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White ••• , ••.•••••••••••• , 1,486,29$ 1,415,169 5,0 7'76,199 710,099 99,0 99.l 9S.9 99.l 
N-~~e ••••••••••••••••• 15,056 12,376 21.7 8,963 6,093 1.0 0,9 1.1 0.9 

Female •.•••••••••••.• 1,481,129 1,364, 755 8.5 839,752 51,1,3?7 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

White.-................ , •• 1,467,380 1,353,813 8,4 831,779 635,601 99,1 99.2 99,l 99,l 

N'?Bi'.12!!.~e. • • · •• • • · • • • • • • • • 13,749 10,942 25.7 7,973 5,7'76 0.9 o.8 0.9 0.9 

Table 2.--AGE BY SEX, FOR MINNESOTA, URBAN .AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural 
Age and sex cent nonfarm, farm, Rural 

1950 Urban, non-
1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, farm, 

1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total population •••••• 2,982,483 2, 792,300 6,8 1,624,914- 617,771, 739,795 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 54.5 20,? 24.8 ... . . . . .. .. . ... 

Under· 5 years ............. 332,232 230,057 44.4 171,765 '73,'7L.'7 86,720 11,1 8.2 10.6 11,9 11.'l 
5 to 14 years ............. 491,1'79 459,094 ?.0 227,411 106,496 15'7,272 16.5 16.4 14.0 1'7.2 21.3 
15 to 24 years •••••.•••.•• 421,202 502,941 -16,3 239,061 ?6,?04 105,43? 14.l 18,0 14.7 12.4 14.3 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 433,674 429,408 1.0 254,409 85,736 93, 529 14,5 15.4 15.'7 13.9 12,6 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 395,213 3'79,648 4.1 220,552 '77,580 97,081 13,3 13.6 13.6 12.6 13,l 
45 to 54 years, •.••.•••••• 34'7 ,088 345,456 0,5 195,667 65,622 85,799 11,6 12.4 12.0 10,6 11.6 
55 to 64 years •••••••.•••• 292, 586 233,078 25.5 166,980 61,004 61., 602 9.8 8.3 10.3 9,9 8,7 
65 years and over ••••••••• 269,309 212,618 26.? 149,069 '70,885 49 ,355 9,0 7.6 9,2 11.5 6,7 

Median age ••••••.•• years •• 30.? 29.8 ... 31,8 31.l 27.2 ... ... . .. ... ... 
Male .................... 1, 501, 351. l,42'7,545 5,2 '785,162 312,924 403,268 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years ••••••••••• ,, 169, 751 117,874 44.0 8'7,455 37,'707 44,589 11.3 8.3 ll.l 12.0 11.l 
5 to 14 years ••••••••.•.•• 251,029 234,195 '7.2 115,562 54,266 81,201 16.7 16.4 14.7 17.3 20.1 
15 to 24 years. , •••••.•.•• 206,112 251,935 -Ul.2 108,825 36,532 60,755 13,7 17.6 13,9 11.'7 15.l 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 215,752 215,233 0.2 124,0?8 42,4'74 49,200 14,4 15.1 15,S 13,6 12.2 
35 to 44 years, ••••. , .•••• 197 ,692 191,500 3.2 105,'785 39,621 52,286 13.2 13.4 13.5 12.'7 13.0 
45 to 54 years •••••.•••••• 174, 564 181,328 -3.7 92,809 33,580 48,1'75 11,6 12.7 11.8 10.7 11,9 
55 to 64 years ••.••.•••••• 151,327 123,934 22.1 81,750 '.31,610 37,96'7 10.1 8.7 10.4 10.l 9.4 
65 years and over ••••••••• 135,127 111,546 21.1 68,898 37,134 29,095 9,0 '7.8 8.8 11.9 7.2 

Median age •••..•••• years •• 30.7 30,1 . . . 31,5 31.6 28.1 ... ... . .. ... ... 
Female •.• , ••••••••••.••• 1,481,129 1,364,755 8.5 839,752 304,850 336,527 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

Under 5 years ••..•••••.••• 162,481 112,183 44.8 84,310 36,040 42,131 11.0 8.2 10.0 11.a 12.5 
5 to 14 years ••.•••••••••• 240,150 224,899 6,8 111,849 52,230 76,0'71 16,2 16.5 13.3 17.l 22.6 
15 to 24 years •••••••••••• 215,090 251,006 -14.3 130,236 40,172 44,682 14,5 18.4 15,5 13.2 13,3 
25 to 34 years •.•••••••••• 217,922 214,175 1,7 130,331 43,262 44,329 14.7 15.? 15.5 14.2 13.2 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 197,521 188,148 5.0 114,767 37,959 44,795 13.3 13.8 13.7 12.5 13,) 
45 to 54 years •.••••••••.• 172,524 164,128 5.1 102,858 32,042 37,624 11.6 12.0 12.2 10,5 11.2 
55 to 64 years •••••••••••• 141,259 109,144 29.4 85,230 29,394 26,635 9.5 8,0 10,l 9.6 7,9 
65 years and over ••••.•••• 134-,182 101,072 32.8 80,171 33,751 20,260 9,1 7.4 9,5 11.l 6.0 

Median ege ••••••••• years •• 30,6 29.4 ... 32.2 30.5 26.2 ... ... .. . . .. .. ' 


