
>-

U. S. DBPAR TMENT OF COMMBRO'B BURBAtJ OF THE CENSUS 

1950 C:ENS'US OF P10:PULAT10:N 
PREL:IMINARY .ra,s·po:Rl'S' 

oeptember ~o, l~bl Washiilg~on 25, o. o .. Series .Po-12, No, 19 

. . 
CHARAOTElRISTIOS OF THE POPULA'.T[10N. OF MISSXSSIPPI 

APRIL·l, 1950 
(This is one of a series of reports presenting figures cm raeiLeoted obltta1;rtieri8Uos of the population 

of the smaller States. I~ ~:'lis se:riea1. rej)Or:tis .are numbered. a1p:tiab<tt:Mally ))r states. A.ddd.
tions.l reports 'Will . be ise.ued ·as :C~es for other Sltie.t&S · beoo,me • llvailable1o Prel.Wnacy Slll!7,ple 
data ffilr the larger States, not OC!lvered in thb series, Wi1l· be 1!lound ~ ~r,iieli!. '.PQ.-6) . 

Al though the total p.op.u:te.ti<>n at iJll:&s,is,.

aippi decreased be'tween 1940 and 1950, th:ere 
were marked gains among yioung children w:id 

Cle:::: elderly persona, acoordill8to f1gur.eiJ fro.D).'t'he 

·· o.t. 5:0.i'G:OG., or •lllOH>J and ( o) 'WliMO+":Pora:tted 
pU,c·ea o:t' 2 1 500 • 1nl::la1bitan'ts or . mor•e out s;l.de 
ai.11,y :url:l:an t:ri.11,ge. ~·e J."1~.ining populauio.n 
is o.l1t•11~:t'ied 8.1s ·. r.ur.al, .A:crcordin'!!i to tile .. d;ef°'
i.n:it.ion \l.Bed 'ill pre:v:j;oua oensulles:. urban 
po,p11lat:l.on 1 ,0:001ipd:se·ct all peraon.11 livins. i.n 
i.llloorpo:rat,ed plaoe1s at 21:500 1nl1a:b1t'ants or 
1110~.e and area.a :(11eutll.,y· minor ctv:l.l U"i'hions) 
olis.s81t.hd; · 11!;18 urb•n unOier sp;eQiel ·. rl.11&'8 r•
la;t:tn·g VO pop.uJ.-.1d;,on .'114.:218. and den81,tiY·• 

1950 Census of Population releasedtodaiY.b:Y 

<( Roy v. Feel, Director, B~eau of the Census, 
Department of Commerce.. The pop.ula1i1on of 
the State decreased by 4,S82,, or 0.2. per.e.en·t 1 

Z during the decade; but ·the. ll\1llliber ot ohil.ldir;en 
under 5 years ot age increas·ed by i.;e, 07·91. o.i:-
20 .4. pero·ent, and the cumber of p81'."8Clltl!S 6' 
years old and over inorea:se4 by 'J'J, 521:1 1 oi; 
32 • 5 percent. On t'be other \hand, •deo:rewiJ•s °' were shown by the :t'igures tor a n·Ulltbett: Qt '8.'ge, 

:.C::::: groups--the lar·ges.t o! tb:eae, 16.1.Q :P•l'iQ&n;t,, 
occurred among .pe,rsons 25 tCll 34 y<e!l;.1'1S o!J.,'d;.; Il:l · · · 
1950 there were' rew.er .mal:ea . tha.D. t:~:l!eli in 

--:- the popula tioa of M1Bs1s:slipp;t, an.d ·bb.!'l, .•short,., 
-.,..J age ot males was r.ela:t'ively larger1 hhan i.t had 

1ar.g1 and aon:t,r•' lH~4•eoe, ... -The <rUl'.al 
po:,gu:laiflion' t•: 81\lbd:ivid.ed. i?:Xto1., t1he .rural-tiaJ:m. 
:pQtPl1l'~~i,on, Wlt\,~h Q,~prd..B!tlll , a.l,l tiuial HSi"' 
deJl..ti.8; U:r,tng. o~ t•<r~s>, a~4.. ,t:b.e r1U'sl,.,..oo.nt1a.tm 
,po!pula'li:l.on.,· 1*h:i'oh ,a,OQr~~.1••• t:ll:e rlllll8i:l11ng· 
rlira.l. po:pula1a;lron.. Ho'wJ&i•:i,- 1 .tib.e 11u1thod of' 
dlet•rmilin\L~. ta.t!lu: 1a;.\1.d .~c>nt.t-!tlll :es:id1eno1ei .in the· 
3.950 .OenlJ\lllil • d:t~,tt•t!l!li 'sommat . t~Ollt ~~t.,'\1llled 

been at the: t·1.me or tile p~1eoed,ins 01e.n·aua. 
There wer.e 97. 7 males f<iflt •every l;Q,0 trelll!l'll•s 

W in 195'0 a.a com.pared witrh 98'.7 in 1'940 .• ' B'e• 
tween 1940 and 1950,. the no . .nwhite popu1e.tl9n 

Ck:'.:-·--o-:t-.. trhe·-S-t-atecd~a:rred-:~d:-p;e~~,. :1$111tOl;l'"'' 

trast to an inorea1se ot 7 .4 ,per~en'b 111 1i:lle 
c.._ white populati:on. 

in ealtl.\li~~ ce~•!ll9!flill• :tJ:i;, itJul, l9'!:10 oeusus, pe~,. 
IJ.ona, en. 111'.tel'lll;•" ,~o ·••re P•:Vin.& 'Oaf!ih, •ren11i ter· 
Ubeii:r house •n:d 1a13d on.it;"' were o,).:arssitied U' 
nontati:m; ti\u't1b.P'Ji!.Qt'1~ .•. p,o;r;191o~u:1.~ 1nstitut;ioJis., 

· ":··· eug1111.nr;: o-~.: -:c~,_,~lrt ·11~1'JJ:'-"Wff.t'8 · '1l~a,. .. , 
·~U'1e:d ali :!t$~a:tr*'• 

Qoio;~ .;,.Th& g~.O\ll> ti&lliglla hd aa '11.g:Clln• 

. Jfl:i:iit1*'" 1!)0X1J!!lifl:t,., ot1Jf•~·Ot1J, :tp.d.1ane., J:<apaaese 1 
Ob:iaeH, 'and.' O:ti'b:8,i1:'1 ii:o~wbil.1',.e 'Hoe\tl. hli•One,: 

Ur,ilao and rural res.idoea.o:e ~ --iraa·e..r• . Nllre · ot· Ji.eX:l.ioe.~ .b:i;l'tl;b1:'0J:!! ancu11•t.t:y wAc:i a'.re ,:n.ot, dtf" 
url:>an d&fin:iti.on estelolished f10:l;'. '11lllfi in i\il;li,e · : ,i?liii~e'lY :t11dian, or of other :i;onwhite raio:e are 
1950 c.e.Daua,, the ~urbu .,p:~i:p,lilcl•iliott . oom:Pll~is•s , 0tl.44'•$~4;:1td; e:8~1~t:.ei, 
all pe.tsioB.s:. liv.l~g ini .. J,al .P~aoie·•· .,Qt~ ·.2,.:~Q)"~,~:t·~~ 1 ·;,·· 

ha bi 'ta;:Ji te 'Or mo;re illc~,?;j>:O:lHl.~ed . all o.:fit:'hlh _, ....... ~hf• a•ge c>l~ll·sitioa:t:ion .i's 1J;le.!1J1fl4 Oil' 
boroughs., tlOW.ll8 I l And. V!l;!:ll!'.Sil''i:i j (1J:l.) t.b.• d'O.Q'Blll..~!" ' ' '!Shi llSt 1 O't. trbi& .p,8',rS:Ol.l lt11 hi;S. l.l'lJ!t !b:i,.rt});(licy 
aettltad. ur'oan · trixrge, inC1:J:1.uU.g:g• b:(llth i'n:oo.r;;-p·~... , · )>\et0.r'it 't,b.ie dfa:t••, . ot i1ihei <1C11Bll'•'• t'll(l:ti, ir•·1. •~b:• 
rated .and ~orpor .• t 1e!1 ar.eas,,.,,ar:ow:i;d «1:11,ll.~ i' 8'6• ot:' ~}ll•1:»:•~~on1. 1111;; 1.0•.P:l•<li•d ,:ee.:tl;, rlJ!~e·. 
---- '••4it,a~, ·~ae1' ,-...,: . I;>.• 14J•:tiA•'d. •.• 1i:11a1i .:ge • •h't:o'I:!. · 

1 ':cxcep:t in. New. · .. """". la:ad,· ·. :""'".' ... Yor .. · .k,,. ·"""' •ciita" ..... " · .. ~ .. - ,·,. · · ·· · · ...... ,.,.,. • - " - ...... ~ !d::1\Vit:41.ti•i ~: 19~\tJlia:~.':!ili!n,, 1:n,t.1P' two eQ:ual ,1group9•-
where "t~" are· ill:inqr c:hil •dtW!s±~ cit 1o~il:~ · · · , · · 
and are not neoe11sartcy ~ense~' aetit.JAld, ~-1 ,~ • • 10J).•.-~•'..l~ .• ~b'•il;~'.$. ·OJ.4•,r:: ··JI# ~e-luil't'·· fo~Jl' 
the towns in otb,er States. ' · · ·• : · 11hai4:.~e .)11.e~'.ii'.a:~" 
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Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FOR MISSISSIPPI, URBAN AND RUMl.: 19'.iQ AND 1940 

The State Peroent distribution 

Color end sex 
.Percent Urban, Rural, The State llrban, Rural, 1950 1940 change, 19.50 19.50 
1940 to 19.50 1940 19.50 19.50 

1950 

Total •••••••••••••• 2,178,914 2,183,796 -0.2 607,162 1,.571,752 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White •••••••••••••••••••• 11181!,429 1,106,327 7.4 374,118 814,311 .54.5 50.7 61,6 51.8 
No?lvhite ••••••••••••••••• 990,485 1,077,469 -8.l 233,044 757,441 ;,5,5 49.3 38.4 48,2 

Male ................. 1,076,791 1,084,482 -0.'7 289,199 787,592 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
White ... , ................ 595,680 556,157 7.1 182,310 413,370 55.3 .51.3 63.0 52,5 
Nonwhite ••••••••••••••.•• 481,111 528,325 -8.9 106,889 374,222 44.7 48.7 37,0 47,5 

Female ............... l,102,123 1,099,314 0.3 317,963 784,160 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 
White .................... 592,749 550,170 7.7 191,808 400,941 53.8 50.0 60,3 51.1 
Nonwhite •••••.••••••••••• .509,374 .549,14/, -7.2 126,15.5 383,219 46.2 50.0 39.7 48.9 

Table 2.--.AGE BY SEX, FOR MISSISSIPPI, URBAN AND RURAL: 19.50 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural Tlw State Rural Age and sex cent nonfa.rm, farm, Urban, Rural 19.50 non-1950 l.940 change, 19.50 1950 1950 farm, farm, 
1940 to 1950 1940 19.50 19.50 
1950 

Total population •••••. 2,178,914 2,183,796 -0.2 607,162 474,.545 1,097,207 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100,0 ... ... 27.9 21,8 .50.4 ... ... ... ... ... 

Under .5 years ••••.•••••••• 283,379 2.3.5,300 20,lt 70,.3.35 61,.518 151,.526 13.0 10,8 11.6 13,0 1.3 .a 
5 to 14 years ••••••••••••• 456,1,70 477,231 -4.4 94,228 88,528 27.3,714 20,9 21.9 15 • .5 18.7 24.9 
J.!i to 24 years •••••••••••• 363,340 427,681 -15,0 104,129 78,043 181,168 16,7 l.9,6 17.2 16,4 16.5 
2.5 to 34 years ••••••••••.• 289,134 344,017 -16,0 102,013 69,992 117,129 13.3 15.8 16.8 14,7 10.7 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 278,546 262,964 5,9 89,261 61,401 127,884 12.8 12.0 14.7 12,9 11.7 
45 to 54 yes:rs ............ 211,846 192,596 10,0 64,682 44,580 102,584 9,7 8,8 10.7 9,4 9.3 
55 to 64 years •••••••••••• 143,25.3 128,.589 11.4 41,511 31,277 70,46.5 6,6 5,9 6.8 6,6 6.4 
65 yeara and over ••••••••• 152,946 11.5,418 32,5 41,003 39,206 72,737 7.0 5,3 6.8 8.3 6.6 
Median age ••••••••• years •• 24.6 2.3,9 . . . 28.4 26.3 21.8 ... ... ... ... ... 

Male •••••.••••••••••••.• l,076,791 1,084,1,82 -0.7 289,199 231,708 .55.5,884 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Under 5 years.~ ••••••••••• 14.3,316 118,188 21.3 3.5,218 31,347 76,?51 1.3,3 10,9 12.2 13,5 13.8 
5 tq 14 years ••••••••••••• 231,137 240,668 -4.0 47,099 1.4,430 139,608 21 • .5 22.2 16.3, 19,2 25.1 
J.!i to 24 years .. ., ......... 179,078 207,8.37 -13,8 48,878 37,359 92,841 16.6 19.2 :L6.9 16,l 16.7 
25 to 34 years ••••••••.••• 138, 017 166,396 -17,l 48,401 34,174 .55,M.2 12,8 15,3 16.7 14.7 10.0 
35 to 44 years •••••••• ~ ••• 134,138 127,623 5.1 41,666 30,103 62,369 12 • .5 11,8 lito4 13.0 11.2 
4.5 to 54 years ••••..•••••• 103,985 97,583 6.6 30,72.3 21,4.58 51,804 9.7 9.0 10.6 9,3 9,3 
55 to 64 years •• , •••••••• , 72,255 67,0.58 7.8 19,7.97 14,682 37,776 6,7 6.2 6,8 6,3 6,8 
65 years and over ••••••••• 74,865 59,129 26.6 17,417 18,1.55 39,293 7.0 5 • .5 6,0 7.8 7,1 

: ! 

Median age ••••••••• years •• 24.2 23.8 ... 2?.8 2.5,8 21.6 ... . .. . . . ... ... 
Female •••••••••••••••••• 1,102,123 1,099,314 0,3 317,963 242, 837 541,323 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Und&r 5 years •••••••.••••• 140,063 117,112 19.6 35,117 30,171 74,77.5 12.7 10.7 11.0 12,4 13,8 
5 to 14 years ............... ;;!25,333 236,563 -4.7 47,129 44,098 134,106 20,4 21,5 14.8 18,2 24.8 
15 to 24 years ••••.••••••• 184,262 219,844 -16,2 55,2.51 40,684 88,327 16,7 20.0 17.4 16.8 16.3 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 151,117 177,621 -14.9 .53,612 35,818 61,687 13.7 16.2 16,9 14.7 11.4 
35.to 44 years ••••••••••.• 144,408 135,;341 6.7 47,595 31,298 6.5,515 13,l 12.3 15.0 12.9 12.l 
45 to .54 years •••••••••••• 107,861 95,013 13 • .5 33,959 23,122 .50,780 9,8 8.6 10.7 9 • .5 9.4 
55 to 64 years •••••.•••••• 70,998 61,531 1.5.4 21,714 16,.595 32,689 6.4 5.6 6.8 6.8 6,0 
65 years and over ••••••••• 78,081 .56,289 38.7 23,.586 21,051 33,444 7,1 5.1 7,4 8,? 6.2 
Median age ••••••••• years •• 25.1 23,9 ... 29.0 26,8 22.0 . . . ... . .. ... ... 
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