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Gains in the populFJ.tion of Nevada between 
1940 and 1950 were most marked among young 
children and elderly persons, according to 
figures from the 1950 Census of ~opula
tion released today by Roy v. Peel, Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce. 
Althqugh the total population of the State 
increased by 49,836 1 or 45.2 P.e~ent, during 
the decade, the number of children under 5 
years of age increased by 7 1876 1 or 86 .7 per
cent, and the number of persons 65 years old 
and ove:t' increased by 61.6 percent. In 
Nevada every age group increased between 1940 
and 1950. In 1950 there were more males than 
females in ·the population of Nevada, but the 
excess of males was relatively smaller than 
it had been at the time of the preceding 
cen2us. There were 113.3 males for every 100 
females in 1950 as compared with 125.4 in 
1940. Between 1940 and 1950 the nonwhite 
population of the state, which includes a 
considerable number of Indians, increased.by 
83.7 percent in contrast to an increase of 
44.1 percen·b in the white population. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural residence.--Under the 
urban ciefinition established for use j,n the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a) places of 2 1500 in
habitants or more inoorporatedas cities, bor ... 
oughs, towns, 1 and villages; (b) the densely 
settled urban fringe, including both incorpo• 
rated and unincorporated areas, around cities 
of 50,000 or .more; and (c) unincorporated 

1 Except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, 
where 11 towns 11 are minor civil divisions of counties 
and are not necessarily densely settled centers like 
. the towns in other States. 

places o:t' 2, 500 inhabitants or more outside 
any urban fringe, The remaining popula·tton 
is classified as rural. According to the 
definition used j.n previous o ens1~ses, u:rban 
population comprised all persons living in 
incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more and areas (usually minor civjl ~ivisions) 
classified as urban under specie.l n1les :re
lating to population size and density. 

Farm and nonfarm residence.--The :rural 
population is subdivided into the rural-farm 
:population, which comp:rises all :rural resi
den-t;s 1i ving on farms, and the :ru.ral-nonfarm 
:population, which comprisE;Js "the :remaining 
rural population. However, the method of. de
termining farm and nonfa:rm residence in the 
1950 Census differs somewhat from that used 
in earlier censuses. In ·bhe 1950 Census 1 

persons on 11 farms 11 who were paying cash rent 
for their house and yard only were olassif:l.ed 
as nonfarm; furthermore, :persons in insti
tutions 1 summer camps, and tourist courts 
were classified as nonfarm. 

Color.--The group designated 
white" consists of Negroes, Indians, 
Chinese, and o·ther nonwhi·be races. 
of Mexican birth or anoes·t;ry who a:re 
initely Indian or of other nonwhite 
classified as white. 

as 11non
Japanese, 

:Persons 
not de:f'
raoe are 

Age. --The age classification is based 
on the age of the person at his last birth
day before the date of the census, that is, 
the age of the person ~n completed years. 
The median age may be defined as that age 
which divides the population into two equal 
groups--one-half being older and one-half 
younger ·bhan the median • 

(over) 
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Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FOR NEVADA, URBAN AND RUR.AL: 1950 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Color and sex ,Percent Urban, Rural, The State 
1950 1940 change, 195,0 1950 Urban, RuralJ 

1940 to 
1950 1940 19.50 1950 

1950 

Total. •• , •••••••••• 160,0ft3 110,247 45.2 91,625 68,458 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White .................... 149,907 104,030 44.1 87,275 62,632 93.6 94.4 95.3 91.5 
Nonwhite .................... 10,176 6,217 63.7 4,350 5,826 6.4 5,6 4.7 8,5 

Male ••••••••••••••••• 85,017 61,341 38.6 46,712 38,305 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White ••• , •••••••••••••••• 79,660 .57,984 37,4 44,526 35,134 93.7 94.5 95.3 91.7 
Nonwhite ............ ,. •••• 5,357 3,357 59.6 2,186 3,171 6.3 5.5 4.7 8.3 

Female, ............. , 75,066 48,906 53.5 41., 913 30,153 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White.,, •.•••••• , •••••• ,. 70,247 .l,.6,046 52.6 42,749 27,498 93.6 94.2 9.5.2 91.2 
Nonwhite ................. 4,819 2,860 68 • .5 2,164 2,6.5.5 6.4 5.8 4.8 8.8 

Table 2.--AGE BY SEX, FOR NEVADA, URBAN AND RURAL: 19.50 AND 1940 
- ... 

• The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural 
.Age • and sex cent nont'arm, farm, Rural 

19.50 1940 change, 1950 19.50 1950 Urban, non- farm, 
1940 to 1950 1940 19.50 farm, 19.50 
1950 

1950 

Total population •••••• 160,08.'.3 110,247 45.2 91,625 54,997 13,461 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 57.2 34,4 8.4 ... . .. ... .. . 

Under 5 ·years •••••. , ••• , •• 16,958, 9,082 86.7 9,268 6,417 1,27.'.3 10.6 8.2 10.l 11.7 <;J.5 
5 to 14 years •••.••••••••• 24,467 15, 764 55.2 12,732 'il,318 2,417 15.3 14.3 13.9 16.9 18.0 
15 to 24 years •••••••.•.•• 20,458 17,933 14.l 10,851 7,745 1,862 12.8 16.3 11.8 14.1 l.'.3.8 
25 to 34·years ••••••••••.• 27 ,228 19,827 37 • .'.3 16,409 9,078 1,741 17.0 18.0 17.9 16.5 12.9 
35 to 44 years ••..•••••••• 26,415 16,526 59.8 16,089 8,358 1,968 16.5 15.0 17.6 15.2 14.6 
45 to 54 years ............ 19,811 14,265 38.9 11,984 6,013 1,814 12.4 12.9 13.l 10.9 13.5 
55 to 64 years •••••••.•••• 13,760 10,0.50 .'.36.9 8,093 4,319 l,348 8.6 9.1 8.8 7,9 10.0 
6.5 years and,-over ••••••••• 10,986 6,800 61.6 6,l'il9 3,749 1,038 6.9 6.2 6.8 6.8 7.7 
Median age ••••••••• years •• 31.7 31.2 ... 32.9 29.4 31.8 ..... ... ... ... .. . 

Male ....................... 85,017 61,341 .:38.6 46,712 30,495 7,810 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years •••• , •••••••• 8,606 4,668 84.4 4;636 3,321 '649 10.l 7.6 9.9 10.9 8.3 
5 to 14 years ••••.•••.•••• J..2,595 7,923 59.0 6,521 4,814 1,260 14.8 12.9 14.0 15.8 16.l 
15 to· 24 years •••••••••••• 10,601 9,321 l.'.3.7 .5,039 4,498 l,064 12.5 15.2 10.$ 14,7 13.6 
25 to 34 yeara •••••••••••• 13,322 10,719 24.3 7,727 4,624 971 15.7 17.5 16.5 15.2 12.4 
35 to 44 years .••••••••• , • l.'.3,808 9,501 45.3 8,ot.6 4,631 1,131 16.2 15.5 17.2 15.2 14 • .5 
45 to 54 yeara •••••••••••• 11,467 8,645 .'.32.6 6,710 3,587 1,170 13.5 14.l 14.4 11.8 15.0 
5.5 to 64 years •••••••••••• 8,260 6,376 2'il.5 4,651 2,717 8'il2 9.7 10.4 10.0 8.9 ll.4 
65 years and over ••••••••• 6,358 4,188 51.8 3,382 2,303 673 7.5 6.8 7.2 7.6 8.6 

Median age •••••••.• years •• 33.0 33.2 ... 34.3 30.7 34.6 ... ... ... .. . ... 
Female •••••••••.•.•••••• 75,066 48,906 53.5 44,913 24,.502 5,651 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years ••••••••••••• 8,352 4,414 89.2 4,632 3,096 624 11.1 9.0 10.3 ·12.6 11.0 
5 to 14 years ••••.•• ,~ •••• 11,872 7,841 .51.4 6,211 4,504 1,157 15.8 16.0 13.8 18.4 20.5 
15 to 24 years •••••••••••• 9,8.57 8,612 14 • .5 .5,812 3,247 798 l.'.3.1 17.6 12.9 13.3 14.l 
25 to 34 years ............. 13,906 9,108 .52.7 8,682 4,454 770 18.5 18.6 :t.9.3 18.2 13.6 
35 to 44 yeara •••••••••••• 12,607 7,02.5 7'il.5 8,043 3;727 837 16.8 14.4 17.9 15.2 14.8 
45 to .54 yeara •••••••••••• 8,344 5,620 48.5 5,274 2,426 644 11.l 11.5 11.7 9,9 11.4 
55 ·t;o 64 yeara •••.•••••••• 5,500 3,674 49.7 3,442 1,602 456 7.3 7.5 7.7 6.5 8.1 
65 years and over •••••••• • 4,628 2,612 77.2 2,817 1,446 365 6.2 5.3 6.3 .5.9 6,5 

Median age ••.•.•••• years •• 30.4 28.9 ... , 31.7 28.2 28.2 ... . .. . .. .. . ... 


