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U, S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
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June 19, 1951 Waahingt.on 25, D. c. Series P0-12, No, 23 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
APRIL 1, 1950 

(Thia is one of a series of reports presenting figures on se:lected characteriatios of -~he 
population of the sma.l:Ler States. In this series, reports are numbel'ed alphabet:lcnlly by 
States. Additional repol'ts will be issued as figures for other States become available, 
Preliminary sample data · for the larger States, not covered in this ael'iits, will be i'ound in 
Series PC-6) 

Gains in the population of New Hampshire 
between 194Q and 1950 were most marked among 
young children and elderly persons, accord
ing to figures from the 1950 Census of 
Population released today by Roy v. Peel, 
Director, Bur~au of the Census, Department of 
Commerce. Although the total population of 
the State increased by 41 1718, or 8.5 percent, 
the nwnber of children under 5 years of age 
increased by 16173&, or 52,S peroent, and the 
number of persons 65 years old and over in
creased by 18.8 percent. On the other hand, 
the number of persons 15 to 24 years old 
decreased by 9,l percent. In 1950, there 
were fewer males than females in th_e popula
tion of New Hampshire 1 and the sho:t"ti1ge of 
males was relatively larger than it had been 
at the time of the preceding census. There 
were 9·5~9 males for every 100 females in 1950 
as compared with 99,3 in 1940. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND. :EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural residenoe.--Under the 
urban definition established for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a} places of 21 500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, towns, 1 and villages; (b}'the densely 
settled urban fringe, including both incorpo
rated and unincorporated areas, around oitiea 
ot 50,000 or more; and (c) unincorporated 
places of 2 1 500 inhabitants or more outside 
any urban fr~nge. The remaining population 

1 Except in New England, New York, and.Wisconsin, 
where 11towns 11 are minor civil divisions of counties 
and are not necessarily densely settled centers like 
the towns in other States. 

is classified as rure.1. According to the 
dei'inition used in previous. censuses, urban 
population comprised all persons living in 
incorporated places of 2 1 500 inhabitants or 
more and areas (usually minor civil divisions) 
classified as urban under special rules re
lating to population size and density. 

Farm and nonfarm residenoe.--The rural 
population is subdivided into the rural-fal'lll 
population, which comprises all rural resi
dents living on farms, and the rural-nonfal"!ll 
population, which comprises the remaining 
rural population, However, the method of de• 
termining farm and nonfarm,residenoe in the 
1950 Oensus differs somewhat from that used 
in earlier censuses. In ~he 1950 Oensust 
persons on "farms" who were paying cash rent 
for their house and yard only were classified 
as ll""'-r.,,..,,,,, furthermore. :persons in ins·titu
t• ~T 

Chinese, and O'tner nu.uYVu .. ~v ~~--- _ 

ot Mexican birth or ancestry who are not det
ini tely Indian or of other nonwhite race are 
classified as White. 

.Age.--The age classification is based on 
the age of the person at his last birthday 
before the date of the census, that is, the 
age of the person in complet~d years. The 
median age may be defined as that age which 
divides "the population into two equal groups-~ 
one-half being older and one-half younger 
than the median. 
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Table 1,--COLOR BY SEX, FOR N:EW HAMSPHIRE, URBAN .AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

The state 

Color and sex 
,Percent Urban, Rural, 

1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 
1940 to 

1950 

Total ••••.•••..•••.• 533,242 491,524 8.5 306,806 226,436 
White •••.•..•.•• ,,,, •••.• 532,275 490,989 8.4 306,133 226,142 
Nonwhite ..... , ••••...••.•• 967 535 80.7 673 294 

Ma1e.~ •••.•.•.•.•••.• 262,424 244,909 7.2 148,735 113,689 
White ••• , •••.• ~ .......... 261,871 244,608 7,1 148,358 113,513 
Nonwhite ••••••••••••.•••• 553 301 83.7 377 176 

Female .•••• ,,,,.,,,,, 270,818 246,615 9,8 158,071 112,747 

Wl:tite., ••••••••••.••••..• 270,404 246,381 9.8 157,775 112,629 
Nonwhite ••.•.••••. ,., •• ,. 414 234 76 .• 9 296 118 

Percent distribution 

The State 
Urban, 

1950 1940 1950 

100.0 100.0 100,0 
99.8 99.9 99,8 
0.2 0.1 0.2 

100.0 100,0 100.0 
99.8 99.9 99,7 
0,2 0.1 0,3 

100,0 100.0 100,0 

99.8 99,9 99,8 
0.2 0.1 0.2 

Rural, 
1950 

100. 
99, 
o. 

100. 

99. 
o. 

100. 

99. 
o. 

0 

9 
l 

0 

8 
2 

0 

9 
l 

Table 2,--AGE BY SEX, FOR NEW HAMSPHIRE, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 
; 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural 
Age and sex cent noni'erm, farm, Rural 

1950 Urban, non-1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, farm, 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1,950 

Total population •••••. 533,242 491,524 8.5 306,806 179,266 47,170 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 57.5 33.6 8.8 ... . .. ... .. . ... 

Under 5 years •.••.•••••.•• 54,540 35,805 52.3 30,548 19,674 4,318 10.2 7,3 10.0 11.0 9.2 
5 to 14 years ... , ....••.• : 81,174 79,092 2.6 43,468 29,217 8,489 15.2 16.l 14.2 16.3 18.0 
15 to 24 years •.....•••••• 75,365 82·,868 -9.1 46,191 23,017 6,157 14.l 16.9 15.l 12.8 13.l 
25 to 34 years •.•..••••••• .76,135 72,064 5.6 45,877 25,114 5,144 14.3 14.7 15.0 14.0 10.9 
35 to 44 years •••• , •.••.•• 71,720 65,802 9,0 41,846 23,962 5,912 13.4 13.4 13.6 13,4 12 • .5 
45 to 54 years ............ 63,790 60,075 6;2 37,696 20,161 5,933 12.0 12 •. 2 12.3 11.2 12.6 
55 to 64 years ............ 52,624 47,098 11.7 30,258 17,051 5,315 9.9 9.6 9,9 9.5 '11.3 
65 years and over ••••••••• 57,894 48,720 18.8 30,922 21,070 5,902 10,9 9,9 10,.1 11.!l 12 • .5 
Median age •••.•..•• years •• 32.3 31.7 ... 32.2 32.l 34.0 . .. ... ... ... ... 

Mille ••••.••....•.•••••. , 262 424 244 909 7.2 148,735 8!l,705 24,9!l4 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Under 5. years •••• , ........ 27,694 i!l,256 51.7 15,610 9,922 2,162 10.6 7.5 10.5 11.2 8.7 
5 tci 14· years •.....••••••• 41,486 40,241 3.1 22,078 15,006 4,402 15.8 16.4 14.8 16.9 17.6 
15 to 24 years ••..•••••••• 37,530 41,483 -9.5 23,057 11,022 3,451 14.3 16.9 15.5 12.4 13.8 

· 25 to 34 years ............ 37,200 35,6!l6 4.2 22,334 12,213 2,653 14.2 14.6 15.0 13.!l 10.6 
35 to 44 years •....•••••.• 34,964 32,545 7,4 20,019 n,~94 3,051 13.3 13.3 13.5 13.4 12.2 
45 to 54 years ............ 31,277 30,142 3.8 l7,99!l 10,075 3,204 11.9 12.3 12.1 11.4 12.8 
55 to 64 years .•...••..•.• 25,609 23,423 9.3 14,445 !l,316 2,848 9.8 9.6 9.7 9.4 11.4 
65 years and over ••••••••• 26,664 23,133 15.3 13,194 10,257 3,213 10.2 9.4 !l.9 11.6 12.9 
Median age •••••...• years •• 31.6 31.3. ... 31.1 31.9 34.3 ... ... . .. ... ... 

Female •••••••.•.••••..•• 270,818 .246,615 9.8 158,071 90,561 22,l!l6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years •.•....•...•• 26,846 17,549 53.0 14,938 9,752 2,156 9.9 7.1 9.5 10.S 9.7 
5 to 14 years ............. 39,688 38,851 2.2 21,390 14,211 4,0!l7 14.7 15.8 13.5 15.7 18.4 
15 to 24 years ............ 37,835 41,3!l5 -8.6 23,134 11,995 2,706 14.0 16.8 14.6 13.2 12.2 

·25 to 34·years ••...•.•.••• 38,93.5 36,378 7.0 23,543 12,901 2,491 14.4 14.8 14.9 14.2 11.2 
35 to 44 years •.•••..•.••• 36,756 33,257 10.5 21,827 12,068 2,861 13.6 13.5 13.8 13.3 12.9 
45 to 54 years •.••••.•..•. 32,513 29,933 8.6 19,698 10,086 2,729 12.0 12.1 1:2.5 11.l 12.3 
55 to 64 years ••...•.•.••• 27 ,015 23,675 14.1 15,813 . 8,735 2,467. 10.0 9.6 10.0 9.6 11.J. 
65 ·years and over •••.•.•• , 31,-230 25,587 22.1 l7,72S 10,813 2,689 11.5 10.4 ll.2 11.9 12.1 

Median age ......... years •• 33.0 32.0 ... 33.3 32.2 33.6 ... ... ... ... ... 


