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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

1950 CENSUS OF POP~ULA TI01N 
PRELIMIN,A;RY REPQ1RTS 

i'.'!.·.;,,·:'.·:•:.:nn:'T'J(:S Ol~ ·rm~ POPULA.TION OF NORTH CAROLINA: APHIL 1, 1950 

(lht~ .In t•m• or!~ a~riea of: reports :i;ireeentil1g J::Lg\U'ea on eeleote~ .oha:rac:te:riatfoe of :tne,population 
'· l I.he mnaller ,,tatea, In thia aeries, reports a.re numbet"e.d a.lpbabet:Lcally by- St<i,tes, Addi· 
l.im:n~ repo.rtll will be issued as f:lgvrea for other $ta.tea beoome.a.vaila:ble, :Prelirn!ne:ry sample 
'111~ l<'l' the larger States, not ooverad :lo :!)his aeritllS

1 
will be f'ound0 in Series l:'C~6.) 

Gains in tile population ot North Caro­
line. batween l'il40 and 1950 were :moat marked 
e.111ong :roung children and elderly pereons, ac­
cording to tigurea t'rom the 1950 Oanaua ot 
Population raleased today by Roy v. Peel, 

· Di:reotor, Huraau ot the C ensue, Department of 
COlllllleroe, Al though the total population of th.~ 
State ino:reaHd by 490, 306, or 13. 7 percent, 
dUI'il18 the deoade, the nUlllbe.r of ohild:r;'en 
under 5 roars ot age increased by 125,564 1 o~ 
33. 4 peroent, and the number of per.sons 6115 
yea.rs old and over increased by 43.,9 percent .• , 
On the other hand 1 the number of persons 15 
to 24 years old deoreaaad. ily 5.l percent. ;J;n. 
1950 there were fewer males than tema1es in 
tho population. ot North Caroline,, and. the 
shortae;e ot males waa about the same ais it 
was at the time ot the preceding census. 
There were 98.5 males for every 100 fem.alee 
in 1950 and in 1940. Between 1940 and 19~0 
the nonwhite populution orthe State increased 
by ? , 5 percent in oontrast to an increase ot 
16.2 percent in the white population~ 

DEI!'INITIO~S OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural residenoe,--Under the 
urban -dotinit.ion ·e;tablished tor use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a) placies o'! 2,500 
inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, towns, 1 and villages; (b) the dense~y 
settled urban fringe, inoluding bot.h inGOrpo .. 
rated e.nd uninoorporated areas, around oitles 
or 50 1 000 or more; and (c) unincorporated 

1 Except in New England, New Yor~, and Wtsoonsin, 
wheTe "townB" are minor civil divisions, of oount:l.es 
untl Ill'<! not neoesaarlly 'l''n!J<'lY' Mttl~d 11e.i:ters like 
11•·~ L1:n~ in .1~·1t!r f.t:'it.•J,. 

pla-0 EJ.S, Q:t' .a 1 600 .il.lha,bitan,ts o:r more outs14/e 
any u:r,•ban fringe. The remaining pc:fpul:ation 
1s olosf.t.ted as rui:al. Aocording to tM 
definition \:lSed, in p:revioU.s. oenswsea 1 urban 
popJ.llation comprised all per.sons. living ii;!; 
inoo.rporat.ed pl!ao;ee ot 2, 5'.00 inhabitant's or 
more anda:reas (usue.illy:lllinor oihl divisions) 
o.l,assi:r:ied .. as, urban. ~\Ul.der special rules re­
l.acing to popul1ation: size .and density. · 

ll'al."lll.. 18.l:ld notl.t!arm residenQe'•'~-Tll.e, rural 
po-pu.1;1tion .1.si · auibd'i.vided , in.to tb:e rural-t'arm 
pGpu.l:a1~ioP., .whlQ:]1 oompcri.S1es all ri.ma;J. resi­
deJiJ.:ttl Hvins on ta.I!l11s, and the r,ural ... nonta:rm 
population, wb:ich ootnpit::\.Ha the remaini~ 

ru:ral .population. H6w~v:er 1 the method of 4e­
term.inbe; tarm. ,and. n:on:f1arm. reddence in tb.e 
L9fi0 Oensus di'tfe:Ila $Omewha1' from that ·used 
·in ·ea:riie:i' qens:ua:e·a. In the 1950 Oens,us, 
per.sons. on ":t'ams,,. who · w:e:re paying cash re.rlt 
for their b.ouse:'ai!lt'I: .yard o?Liil" were cJ.assi:fiec1 
as noni1a1'111! :tur:bbE!l'lbore, persons .1.n lnstHiu .... 
ti one,,, s\Ul)mer o~pl!!;1 and tourist co i.irt's were 
olas:sitied as ncinte.rm. 

OQlcr,_ .. _.Tb.e g;ro1:1p designated as, "non,­
white" oonai:st11of Negl:'Ges, rndie.ns, J'apanes'e'• 
Chinese, $d otb:er..nonwhite races,. Persotl!s 
ot Mi:ix:Loa.n pi;rt1)l or all!oes:try who are not de1'.­
ini tely .Indian or of other nonwhit 1e, race are 
olas'sitled 1aa w)liile. 

~-.;.;T]1e a'Se olassifioation is baaed on 
t'he atte , ot tb;e pei:p-1son a.t his last birtlid.'El.y' 
before .th:e date o,:f' .the a.ensue, tnat is, th~ 
a,ge i:>:f' the person in OOl!lpleted years. The 

, median age may be de1'1n.ed. a:s that a.ge wll±o.h 
divid.es .th:ep.op:ul,e:tion into two equal. groups .. ~ 
one-half 1:Je.ing older and one-halt yoUn,ger 
than the medJ.an.• 

raver) 



- 2 -

Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FOR NORTH CAROLINA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 
-

I The State Percent distribution 

Color and sex 
.Percent Urban, Rural, The State 

1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 urban, Rural, 
19'.0 to 

1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total. .•••..•.••.•• 4,061,929 3,571,623 13.7 1,368,101 2,693,828 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White ••••.••••.• ···.•···· 2,983,110 2,567,635 16.2 1,005,744 1,977,366 73.4 71.9 73.5 73.4 
Nonwhite ............... ,. 1,078,819 1,003,988 7,5 362,357 716,462 2~.6 2a.1 26,5 26,6 

Male ................. 2,017,105 1,772,990 13.8 649,006 1,368,099 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White ••• , •••..••.••••••• , 1,489, 832 1,281,762 16,2 481,242 l,008,590 73.9 72,3 74.2 73,7 
Nonwhite ................. 527,273 491,228 7.3 167,764 359,509 26.l 27.7 25.8 26.3 

Female •••••...••••••• 2,044, 824 1,798,633 13.7 719,095 1,325>729 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White •••••••••••..•••.• ,. 1,493,278 1,285, 873 1.6.1 524,502 968,776 73.0 71.5 72.9 73.l 
Nonwhite ................. 551,546 512,760 7.6 194,593 356,953 27.0 28.5 27.l 26.9. 

Table 2.--AGE BY SEX, F'OR NORTH CAROLINA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 
" • R~ • ... -··. 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural 
Age and sex cent noni'arm, farm, Rurai 

1950 Urban, non-1950 1.940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, faj'•· 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 19 
1950 ... 

.' 

Total population ••.••. 4,061,929 3,571,623 13.7 1,368,101 1,317,164 1,376,664 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,Q 
Percent by residence 100,0' ... ... 33,7 32,4 33.9 ... . .. .. . ... ... 

Under 5 years ............ , 501,5S2 375,998 33.4 151,039 178,507 172,036 12.3 10.5 11.0 13.6 12;~ 
5 to 14 years ••..•.••••.•• ,. Sl0,124 7S5,241 3,2 215,700 256,897 337,527 19.9 22,0 15.8 19.5 24,5 
15 .to 24 years ••• , , .•.•.•• 721,655 760,5S4 -5,1 239,949 237,871 243,S35 17,8 21.3 17.5 18.1 17,,? 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 643, 899 575,215 11,9 247,509 229,..656 '166,734 15,9 16.1 18.l 17,i· 12,1 
35 to 44 years, •..•••••••• 534,510 417,406 2t1.1 205,265 168,424 160, 821 1.3.2 11.7 15.0 12,8 11.7 
45· to 54 years •••••.• , •••• 376,725 303,092 24.3 146,764 107,212 122,749 9,3 8.5 10.? 8.1 8.9 
55 to 64 years ••.•.••••••• 24S1102 1.97,567 25.6 87,942 69,$32 90,328 6,1 5,5 6.4 5.3 6,6 
65 years and over ••••••••• 225,332 156,540 43,9 73,933 68,765 82,634 5,5 4.4 5.4 5.2 6,0· 

·, 

Median age ••.•••.•• years •• 25.0 23.2 ... 28.1 24,4 22.3 ... . .. ... . .. ... 
Male ...................... 2,017,105 1,772,990 13.S 649, 006 665,225 702, 874 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 loo.o·, 

Under 5 years ••••.•••.•••• 254,669 1S9,824 34.2 76,411 91,246 87,012 12.6 10.7 11.8 13.7 12,4 
5 to 14 years ............. 410,656 396,565 3,6 107,77$ 130,2!31 172,597 20.4 22.4 16.6 19,6 24.6, 
15 to 24 years • ., •.••••• , •• 361,427 374,164 -3.4 109,295 124,0lS 128, 114 17.9 21.l 16.8 18.6 18.2• 
25 to 34 years •••••••.•••• 317,167 2a1,441 12.7 118,37$ 116,440 82,349 15.7 15.9 lS.2 17.5 11.7 
35 to 44 years ••••••••• : .• 262,329 203,979 2S,6 96,657 85,424 80,24S 13,0 11.5 14,9 12,8 11.4 
45 to 54 years ••..•.••.••• lS4,075 150,958 21.9 b9,l56 53,295 61,624 9,1 a,5 10.7 8.0 8,8 
55 to 64 years •••••.••••.• 121,444 99,660 21.9 40,864 33,158 47,422 6,0 5.6 6,3 5.0 6.7 
65 years and over •••••...• 105,338 76,399 37,9 30,467 31,363 43,.508 5.2 4.3 4.7 4.7 6,2 

Median age •••••••.• years •• 24.5 23.0 ... 27.6 24.0 22.2 ... .... . .. ... ... 
Female ........... , ........... 2 044.824 1,798,633 13.7 719,095 651,939 673,790 1.00,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 

1Under 5 years ••.•••••• , ••• 246,913 186,174 32.6 74,628 87,261 85,024 12.1 10.4 10.4 13.4 12.6 
5 to 14 years ••.••••.••••• 3991 46S 388,656 2.8 107,922 126,616 164,930 19.5 21.6 15,0 l:9.4 24,5 
15 to 24 years ••••••••.••• 360,22S 386,420 -6.E! 130, 654 113,853 115,721 17.6 21.5 18.2 17.5 17.2 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 326,732 293,774 11.2 129,131 113,216 . S4,385 16.0 16,3 ia.o 17.4 12.5 
35 to 44 years ••....•••••• 272,181 213,427 27.5 108,608 831 000 80,573 13.3 11,9 15,1 12.7 12'.0 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 192,650 152,134 26.6 77,608 53,917 61,125 9.4 8.5 10.S S.3 9,1 
55 to 64 years •• , ••••••••• 126,658 "', 9\17 29,4 47, 078 36,674 42,906 6.2 5.4 6,5 ·5,6 6.4 
65 years and over ••••.•••• 119,994 S0,141 49,7 43,466 37,402 39,126 5.9 4.5 6.0 5.7 5.8 
Median age •••••••• ,years •• 25.5 23.4 ... 28.6 24.8 22.!i ... . .. ... ... ~ .. 


