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1950 C.ENSUS · OF·. POPULATIO!N 
PRELIM·INAIY REPORTS' 

August 5, 1951 Washington 25, D. o,. 

CHARACTE;RISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF OKLAHOMA 
APRIL 1, 1950 

(Thie· is one or a seriss o£ reporta preaenti.ng i'igurea on aeJ.eoted cllaracterb1tio11 of the pop~'\lt® 
of the smaller States •. · . III. this series, reports are numbered al;pba.bet:Loally by Sta.tea.. .Adql(... 
tional repo:rts v.Ul be issued as figures for other Sta~e PeQQJ¥J e.vaila"ole. Preil.iidnll.:r;r e~ 
data_.f'or the larger States, not· oovered :lb. this series, v.Ul be found :tn Serie.a P0-6)· 

Al.though the population ot OklllhOllla de-. 
ore~•ed between 1940 and 19601 there were 
marked gains am.ong elderly persona, aooording 
to· figures trom the 1950 Census of Population 
released today by Roy v. Peel, Director~ 
Bureau of the Oenaus. Department of' OOillllleroe. 
The total population of the State deoreased. 
'by 103,083, Gt' 4.4 percent, during the deoade, 
but pe.raons 615 1'•ars old !Uld p:ter inoreaa ed 
by 48,9M, or 33.a peroant. Smaller .gaina 
were shown for ohildren under IS :yeare of age 

and persons 815 to 6-4.- years old. On the other 
.hand, there were dl!!oreaaea among p~ei:>ria !5 to 
34 year& Old--the largest Of' these I 2·1. 8 per,.. 

' .• 
cent• ooour.,_ among peraonl!I JJS t& 24. 7eari11 
old. The 19150 O-.Usua was the first to reoo:rd 
8.11, exoeaa of ttmales ·over males in the popu
lati~n ?f the state~ Between 194.0 and 19150, 
the nonwhite population et the State decreased 
by 13.15 peroent as compared. with a deorease 
ot s.4r pero11nt in "the white population. 

D.E!'INIT!ONS OF TERMS AND EXPLA.W!rIONS 

Urban and · rural .1:eeidenoe. --Under the 
urban definition established for uee in the 
19fiO Oensust the urban population oempri"aes 
all persons liviD& in (a) plaoea ot a,1500 
inhabitants or :more inoorpora.ted , aa cit:!,••• 
boroUghs,. towna, 1 and villages; (b) tl:le" de11;seit 
sett18d urban friDB•·, ip.oluding bo1'h · incorpo
rated.. and uninoo?"porated areas, around· pi'tiea 
o! 50,000 or more; and (o) uninoo:ryorate« 
pl.aiuis of 2,1500 inhabitant• or more outsi4.• 

"l. Jxcept in New l:Dgland, XJV York, and Wisoona:lu, 
where "towns" are lllinol' civil divisions ot oounties 
.&Dd are not neees&&l'~ clemeq settled centers . · l.JJm 
the tow.ns in other States•. 

any urban. :rringe, The rel!IA!ning · po:pUle.ti~ 
is olassi:t'ied 'as rural. Aooo!tldin;g to t:n:. 
de.tinition used in prniouti o,ellJIUt;a.er;a, Ul'ba'Q. 
population comprised all perS(lltl li'f.tas UL 
incorporated places ot s,rsoo inbabi1lants o:r 
m.ore an1 area.a. (usually minor oivU ~J.v:L•iana} 
olassitied as urban under. apeo:Lal :t!Ul•IJ. :re·
lating to 11opuJ.ation size llll4 densitr-.. 

Fam and ne>nta!l;'Dl r!•i4e.not•."""'~e l!\U"al. 
population is subdi vid$0. :!:~11Q ilt;.e ~«J.<:.tar:a 

·population, whio.b. oomprise• .-.11 :t'l"U!al r••i
deJJ.ta liYin& on tarma.t · and t.he '-l:Ural""P.odll'm 
population, Which oOlllpriaH' '.bb;•' ~ rema~ 
rural p~ptil.ation. HoweV'er, tb.e ·lll:etlb;"d Qt >de• 
te:rmin!ng :!'arlll. a.nd. lloll.tarm .rasid.rtct• in 11-hf 
19150 Oenaua di:t'ters acme.hat :t.roil< 'bib.at ua.00 
in earl"=-iilr o-ensuses. In tll.e 19150 OensuiJ1 

pers<!lna on "·farms" who were pay.j,:Qg oash r-.ent 
tor their · hous·e and. yard only wel!I olassitie4 
as nonfe.rm.; turthermore, p1rso:ra in institu
tions t summer ~am.pa, and toiu:ist oourtts ·were 
ola~sitied as nontarm. 

~· --~e g:roup d esigna.ted a.:s "non .. 
white" oonsiats of l1.egroe1, Indians, .T$PaJr$8'e, 
Ohi.Jlese, and ot-he.r nonWhite .ra-0es1 llerso:ns 
of Mexioan birth or anoestrr·whO ar:e not, d.ef .. 
i:nitely Indian or. of oth~· non'White raoe ~,e 
ola111Jii'ied a:a white •. 

~.--The age ole.1Bsi1'ioation i·s ba:s:eC;: on 
the e.ge ot the person e:Ct his laatJ bb'b.bAaY 
before the date of the oenaus 1 t'hat. Ls,. t-he 

·age · ot the persO:\J.· in oo.n:i:pJ;et·ed ;re:~a• 11'-he · 
median age may be de1'1ned · as ~'!}. age wbJ:ah 
divides the populatfon into two ·eq!,lti.l ;U,Ol;l;:(l~;.. ... 
one-b.alf being ol4er and on'6'h~J:t re~.et 
tlla:D the :median. 
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Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FOR OKLAHG!A, URllAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Color and sex ,Percent Urban, Rural, The State 
1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 Urban, Rlll'al, 

1940 to 1950 1940 1950 19:50 
1950 

Total ••..••• ,,,, •.• , 2.233 351 2.336 434 -4.4 1 139.481 1-093 870 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
White .................... 2,032,555 2,104,228 -3.4 1,039,866 992,689 91.0 90.1 91.3 90.S 
Nonwhite ................. 200, 796 232,206 -13.5 99,615 101,181 9.0 9,9 8.7 9.2 

Male .................. l, 115,f595 1,181,892 -5,6 552,150 563,445 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

White ••• , •••••••••.•••••• 1,017,393 1,066,2.58 -4.6 505,193 512,200 91.2 90.2 91 • .5 90.9 
Nonwhite •.••••••••••••••• 98,202 115,634 -15.l 46,957 .51,245 8,8 9.8 8,.5 9.1 

Female •••••••••.••.•• 1,117,756 1,154,542 -3.2 58'7,3.31 530,425 100.0 l00,0 100.0 100.0 

White .......... " ........... 1,015,162 1,0.37, 970 . -2.2 534,673 480,489 90.8 89.9 91.0 90.6 
Nonwhite ............. , ... 102,594 116,572 -12.0 52,658 49,936 9.2 10,1 9.0 9.4 

The State Percent distribution 

l-~ural --
Per- Urban, Rural Rural Tl\e State 

Age and sex cent 1950 noni'arm, !'a:rm, Urban, non- Rural 
1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, farm, 

1940 to 1950 1940 19.50 1950 
1950 

Total population ••••• , '2,233,351 2,336,434 -4.4 l,J.39,481 540,831 553, 039 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 51.0 24.2 24.8 ... . .. ... ... ... 

Under 5 years ••••••.•••.•• 240,472 219,326 9,6 122,289 58,602 59,.581 10,8 j:l.4 10.7 10.8 10.8 
5 to 14 years •.•.•.•..•..• 398,908 463,557 -13.9 170,486 103,596 124,826 17.9 19.8 15.0 19.2 22.6 
15 to 24 years , •..••..••• , 345,347 440,422 -21.6 180,446 82,008 82,893 15,5 18.9 l.!i ,8 15.2 15.0 
25 to 34 years ••..•.•.•..• 32l, 527 368,092 -12.7 188,879 69,658 62,990 14.4 1.5.8 16.6 12.9 ll.4 
35 to 44 years ••.• , .....•• 302,411 301,115 o.4 161,457 67,087 7.3,867 13.5 12.9 14.2 12.4 13.4 
45 to .54 years •••...•••••• 245,6.58 23.5,046 4 • .5 127,73.5 55,024 62,899 11.0 10.l 11.2 10.2 11.4 
55 to 64 years ••••....•• , . 185,140 163,942 12.9 91,864 45,308 47,968 8.3 7.0 8.1 8.4 8.7 
65 years and over ••••••••• 193, 888 J.44,934 33.8 96,.325 59,548 38,015 . 8.7 6.2 8.5 11.0 6.9 

Median age •.••••.•• years .. 29.1 26.2 ... 30.l 28.8 26.5 . .. . .. ... ... ... 
Male, ••••••.•••••.••••.• 1.115.595 1 181 892 -5,6 552.150 271.953 291 492 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years ••.•••.•••.•• 122,475 111,611 9.7 62,108 29,869 J0,498 11.0 9.4 11.2 11.0 10.5 
5 to 14 years .•••....••••• 203,871 235,336 -13.4 8.5,902 53,029 64,940 18,3 19.9 15.6 19.5 22.3 
15 to 24 years •.....•••... 172,981 220,119 -21.4 8.5,016 43,196 44,769 15.5 18.6 15.4 15.9 1.5.4 
25 to 34 years ••...•.•••.• 1.58,227 180,010 -12.1 93,233 33,804 31,190 14.2 15.2 16.9 12.4 10.7 
35 to 44 years •••.•.•.••.• 148,004 150,388 -1.6 77,300 33,177 .37,527 13.3 12.7 14.0 12.2 12.9 
45 to 54 years •......•••.• 121, 612 120,439 1.0 61,347 217,201 33,064 10.9 10.2 11.1 10.0 11,3 
55 to 64 years ••••.. , •... , 91,S80 85,832 7,0 43,222 2l,75S · 26,900 8.2 7.3 7.8 8.0 9,2 
65 years and over .•.•.•..• 96,545 78,157 23,5 44,022 29,919 22,604 8.7 6.6 8.0 11.0 7.8 

Median age •••.•.•.• yeara .• 28.7 26 • .3 ... 29.6 27.9 26.8 ... . .. ... ... ... 
Female .................. 1,117 756 1 154 542 -3.2 587.331 26S 878 261 547 100.0 100.0 100.0 loo:o 200.0 

Under 5 years ••••.•••.•••• 117,997 107,715 9.5 60,181 28,7.33 29,083 10.6 9,3 10.2 10.7 11.l 
5 to 14 years ............. 195,037 228,221 -14.5 84,584 50,567 59,886 17.4 19.8 14.4 18.lt. 22.9 
15 to 24 years ............ 172,366 220,.303 -21.8 95,430 38,812 38,124 15,4 19.l 16.2 14.4 14.6 
25 to 34 years •.•..•••.•.• 163,300 188,0S2 -J.3.2 95,646 35,854 31,800 14.6 16.3 J.6,3 13,3 12.2 
35 to 44 years •.•...••• , .• 154,407 150,727 2.4 84,157 .33,910 36,340 13.S . 13.l 14.3 12.6 13,9 
45 to 54 years ••••••.••..• 124,046 114,607 8.2 66,.388 27,823 29,835 11.l 9.9 11.3 10.3 ll,4 
55 to 64 years •••....•...• 93, 260 78,110 19.4 48,642 23,550 21,061:! 8,3 6.8 8,3 8.8 8.1 

· 65 years and over •.•...•.• 97,343 66,77~ 45.8 52,303 29,629 J.5,411 8.7 5.8 8.9 11.0 5.9 

Median age ••.•••••• years •• 29.5 26.l ... 30.6 29.6 26.2 . .. ... ... . . . ... 


