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(Thie :l!l nne Cif a eerlee o:C l'el)Orta presentir.g figures. on seleoted oharacteristios ar the :population 
or the AIMl Let' sta..tee, In this series, repol'tB are nll11lbe2'ed a].ph.!rbeiiicitlly by- States. Mdi­
t.icmal reports "111.l be. :Leslle.d as figures £or other .States beaome availaole, Prellmina:ry ~e 
11nu1 tor \,hfl la:rgel' States., riot CO\tered in this aeries, will be found in SEII!ies ?0-6) 

Gelni:; :tn the population ot Rhode Island 
between 1.940 and 111!50 were most niarked 1tmong 
young children and elderly pel'sons, aooording 
to fip;Ul'ee from the l9eO Census o:t' Pop\J.lation 
released today by Roy V, Peel, Director, Bu­
reau of the Census, Departme.nt or Oornmeroe, 
Although 'the total pot>ula.tion of the State 
increased by 76 1550 1 or ll.O percent, the 
number o:r children under 5 years ot age in.­
creased by so,:no, or 64.8 :Percent, and the 
number ot persona e5 yee.rs old and ov-er :tn .. 
crea$ed l•Y 16,134, or 29.7 percent, On the 
other hand, the nmnber of parsons 15 to 24 
yeor!J old decreased by 8,8 percent, In llll50 
1,hare were fewer males than tema:les in: the 
population of Rhode Island, but; l!l!llee had. 
gained proportionately sinoe the time o:r the 
precedinp: aensua. Tb.ere were 97,3 111.alas t'cr 
every 100 females in l9eO as compared with 
96.0 in H40. 

DEF'IN!'rIONS OF TERldS AND Ex:?lJ.NATIONS 

U:rban arid rural reaidenoe 1 ~~Under the 
u:rban definition established for use in the 
J. ~50 Census, the urban population ,oomp:ri sea 
all persons living in. {e.) plaoea qt 2,500 
inhabitants or more incorporated ·as oities, 
boroughs, towns, 1 and villages; ( b) the d.e~sely 
settled urban tringe, inol\lding both ino·or:po­
racatl and unincorporated areas, arou:.nd oi ties 
of 50,000 or morej and fol uni:ooorporat·e(). 
:places 01' 2 ,1500 inha-bi ta.nts or 111ore oull'side 
any ul'ban fringe. The remain.ins :po:pule.t:l.on 

1 1.xcei:it in New England, New Yorl!:, and Wisoonsin, 
where "towns" tl.Z'll minor. civil divisions o:C oo.untiea 
and are n~t r1eoeasaritly densely settled centers· lil!:e 
the tows :tn other States, · 

is classified as rural. Aooording to tha 
definition. useQ. in previou11 censuses, urban 
popule.tion o·omprised all per:so-.n•s liviilig iil'J .• 
inoor:por.ated plao,es ot :2.1500 1.nhai1'1tallrts o:r. 
more end areas (usually Jn1n0r civil a.ivis.io'llS) 
clas.sitied a.s urban und·er apeeia'.l rul'6S re­
lating to popu1ation size· and iHmsitf'• 

Farm and no11:f'e:rm res±d;e1;1.ee .... -mii:e rural 
population ts su:bdtvid:ed. into ilhe ~e.l,,.te.rm 
p.opUlation, whtoh <H>l!ll;trises all, :rural !!'eai• 
ll.ents living on i'aline, and the l'"U:ral ... nonf'lttln 
pQpulation.,. which coinp:riee.s the l'~nill8 

l'urE!;l po:pul;a ti on,. l:ftw.ev.SJ:" ,. thie m.ethed o;t die­
tetmining tarm :and. n:onrarni. ·~e·sHiealCl'S in the 

· 19.60 Censu:s d.ifi"e!t's som'9What rrom the,t. u~ 
:tn earlier oenaU:ses. Ill. th.e l'd50 0&~1 
persons on "fe.nn!i~ :who· were 13aying oalfu rel\tt 
for their house and yud only were alas.Mtted 
as nonta.rm; tUl.'thermore 1 persons· ill tn1;ril~ 
tions, aUilliiler ·camps, .and toll!'ist .c-0:urts WGJl'e 
classified as nonfa1'!1l. 

Color,~-The grou-p designated ·~ ~­

white~ists of Ne·groes, ln:diatrs, Ciaplli?lMe, 
Chinese, and o.ther nonwni te races" Pe.r$Cl'l18 
of Mexican birth or anoeist;r;y who 8.li'&.~ 1 a.!­
in:i tely Indian or .of c:th:e:r rumw.hi tEj rn~ C-8· 
alassified as white. 

~--The age olassifioation iJJ bs!Bad tm 
the age of the person at bis last '~ 
before the date of the O'ell'SUS, tbaif isl tbe 
age of the person in oOJ!llpleited tl'«irth ~ 
median age · may be d,!etined u that ·ase· ~!~ 
divides the population into t'WO eq~ ~cru:pit­
·one-half b!ling oldar and one-he.l'.t' ,,,~ 
than the 'll!edisJi. 

(over) 
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Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FOR RHODE ISL/\ND, URBAN AND RURAL: 19.50 AND 1940 

The State Pereent distribution 

Color and sex Percent Urban,, Rural, The State 
19.50 1940 change, 19.50 19.50 Urban, Rural, 

1940 to 
19.50 1940 1950 19.50 

1950 

Total. ••••••.•••••• 791,896 713,346 11.0 667,212 124 684 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,Q 
White •••.•••••••••••.•••• 777,01.5 701,80.5 10.7 653,720 123,29.5 98.1 98.4 98.0 98.9 
Nonwhite .••••••. , •••••• ,, 14,881 11,.541 28.9 13,492 1,389 1.9 1.6 2.0 1.1 

Male •••.••••••••• , ••• 390,453 349,404 11.7 324,660 65, 793 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Whi"t;e,,., •••••••.•••••••• 382,688 343,644 11.4 317,808 64,880 98.0 98.4 97.9 98.6 
Nonwhite,,., ••••.••••• ,,. 7,765 .5,760 34,8 6,8.52 913 2.0' 1.6 2.1 1.4 

Female . ..•.. , ..• , " .. _ 401,443 363,942 10.3 342,.552 .58 891 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White •.•.•••••••••••.•••• 394,327 358, 161 10.1 3.3.5, 912 .58,41.5 98.2 98.4 98.l 99,2 
Nonwhite ••..•.•.•••• , ••.• 7,116 5,781 23.1 6,640 476 1.8 1.6 1.9 o.8 

Table 2.--AGE BY SEX, FOR RHODE ISLAND, URBAN AND RURAL: 19.50 AND 1940 

The State Peroent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural 
Age and sex cent nonfarm, farm, Rural 

19.50 Urban, non-
19.50 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, rarm, 

1940 to 19.50 1940 19.50 1950 
19.50 

Total population •••••• 791,896 713,346 11.0 667,212 114,346 10,JJS 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Peroent by residence 100.0 ... ... S4.J 14.4 1.3 ... ... ... . .. .. 

Under 5 years •••.••••.•••• 76,S27 46,617 64.S 62,790 13,168 S69 9.7 6 • .5 9.4 11.5 8.4 
5 to 14 years •.••.•••••.•• 109,194 111,18.3 -1.a 90,794 16,754 1,646 13.8 15.6 13,6 14.7 15.9 
15 to 24 years ••.••••.•••• 120,74!! 131,625 -8.3 99,062 20, 060 1,626 1.5,2 lS.5 14,8 17.5 15.7 
25 to 34. years •••••.•.• , .• 130,734 113,60.3 15.l 109,144 20,242 l,34S 16 • .5 1.5.9 16.4 17.7 13.0 
35 to 44 years ••• , ••• , •••• 112,198 102,040 10.0 95,627 1.5,294 1,277 14.2 14.J 14.J 13.4 12,4 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 94,910 90,384 .5.0 82,225 11,403 1,282 12,0 12.7 12.J 10.0 12.4 
5.5 to 64 years •••••••.•••• 79,El67 63,610 20.8 67,0.35 8,716 1,116 9.7 8.9 10.0 7.6 10.8 
65 years and over ••••••••• 70,418 .54,284 29.7 60,.5.3.5 8,709 1,174 8.9 7.6 9.1 7.6 11.4 

Median age ••••••••• years •• 31.8 30.9 ... 32.4 28.6 32.6 . .. ... ... . .. ... 
Male ..... , •. · ................ 390 453 349 404 11.7 .324 660 60.267 5 .526 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100+0 

Under 5 years ............. 39,397 23,76.3 65.8 32, 130 6,814 45.3 10.1 6.8 9.9 11.3 8.2 
5 to 14 yeurs ••••••••.•••• .5.5,249 .56,451 -2.1 4.5,780 8,.5S4 885 14".l 16.2 14.1 14.2 16.0 
15 to 24 years •••.•••.•••• 63,923 66,2.57 -J • .5 50,602 12,437 884 16.4 19.0 15.6 20.6 16.0 
25 to 34 years .••.•••••••. 64,926 .54,44S 19.2 .53,606 10,578 742 16.6 15.6 16.5 17.6 13.4 
35 to 44 years •••••••.•••• 53,969 49,284 9 • .5 45,.504 7,814 6.51 13.8 14.1 14.0 l.3.0 11.8 
45 to 54 years •••••.•••••• 4.5,363 44,362 2.3 .39,001 5,672 690 11.6 12.7 12.0 9,4 12 • .5 
.55 to 64 years ............ 36,9.34 30,574 20.a 32,002 4,347 585 9.5 8.8 9.9 7.2 10.6 
65 years and over ••••••••• 30, 692 24, 26.5 26 • .5 26,035 4,021 636 7.9 6.9 8.0 6.7 11.5 

Median age ••••••.•• years •• 30.6 30.2 ... .31.3 27.2 32.J ... ... .. . .. . ... 
Feinale •••••• , ••••••••••• 401.443 363 942 10.3 342 5.52 54 079 4 812 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 yea:rs., ••••••.••• , 37,430 22,8.54 6.3,8 J0,660 6,354 416 9.J 6,J 9.0 11.7 8.6 
5 to 14 years ••••••••••••• 53,945 .54, 732 -l.4 45,014 8,170 761 13.4 15.0 13.1 1.5.l 15.8 
15 to 24 years ••••••• ; •••• 56, 825 65,368 -13.1 4S,460 7, 62.3 742 14.2 18.0 14.1 14.l 15,4 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 65,808 59, 15.5 ll.2 55,.538 9,664 606 16.4 16.J 16.2 17.9 12.6 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• .58, 229 .52, 756 10.4 .50,123 7,480 626 14 • .5 14 • .5 14.6 13.8 13.0 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 49,.547 46,022 7.7 43,224 .5, 731 592 12,3 12.6 12.6 10.6 12.3 
55 to, 64 years ••••••• , •••• 39,933 .33, 0.36 20,9 .35,03.3 4,369 .531 9.9 9.1 10.2 8.1 11.0 
65 years and over ••••••••• 39, 726 .30, 019 .32 • .3 34,500 4,688 538 9.9 8.2 10.1 8,7 11.2 

Median age ••••••••• years •• 33.0 31,6 . . . .33,.5 30.l JJ,0 ... ... ... ... ... 


