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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
APRIL l, l 950 

{Thin is one ot a series of reports present~ fi 
or the smaller States, In this seriea ll3r gllt'es on selected charaoteristias of the popul.ati.«i 
t.ional reports will be issued 88 figure~ :ro!P~~!:r a: ~um':ed lllphabetiaall,y b7 ~tu. .\Md.
data tor the larger States, not covered i:n .this eerie!, 

8!111 °:8 £~:1~~1~8~~-r 8 111\i/i.l;e 

Gains 1n the population o! south Dakota f 50 ooo 
between 1940 and 1950 were 1110~ marked among ;lace~ of ~:s::r~:u_::.ni:) . ~~:a: 
roung oh.ildren and elderly pe:rsons, aooord:1.ng &ZIT urban :t'rin e. 1 or sore e 
to tiguros :f.ro111 the 1950 Oensus o:t' Popul.8t:1on is olassi!ied !s • rur~ • .r-:o:~t.;: 
:rcl&a.aed today b;r Roy V • Peel, Director, ·definition used ih p~Vious e~ea Ul'ba 
l:lu.reau. of th.e Oensus, Department ot OOlllllleroe. population comprised all p11r1tom1 UYil:lg in 
Although the tota.l :population of the state · inoo:rpo:rated pl.aces o:r 2,500 ~...,_8 or 
1.nol'oased b;y 9,779, or l .• 5 pe:roent, ~urine .more and areas (uauall:r llillelr oivil ~'Yi8iom} 
the deoade, the n1.'llllber ot children under 6 olassitied as U'l'.'ba.n UJ14er 111>eo:tal %'Ules re-
y&era ot age increased. b;y 18,769, or 32.4 lating to population size and aiems1117. 
'PCl"Qent, and the number of persons 86·7ears . 
old and over 1noreaaed by 24.4 pe:roent. on 
tho other hand, deoreases ll'er:e a1ho11n b7 "the 
figures for a number o:t other age groupa--1;he 
la.rgeet ot these, 15,4 percent, ooour:r:ect 
among p e:raons 15 to 24 yea:re old. In l.950 
th.ere We:J:'e more males tllan tanales in the 
popul.e.tion ot South Dakota,· but the excess of 
lllllles was :relatively smaller than it had been 
at the t1ll1e ot the preceding census. ~ere 
were 106 , 9 males tor evt1r1 100 females in 
1950 as compared "1th 10'1 ,l in 1940. Between 
1940 and. 1950 both the nozmhite popuJ.at:1on, 
whioh 1noludes e. oons1dfll1lble number of In
diana 1 and the white population inor-sed b7 
1.5 :pe:roent. 

DE.F'INI!l!IONS OF 1'.E~S Al'fD EXPLA.BAf.!ONS 

urban and f!U!l :residenoe • .;-ona.er the 
urban de.t'1nition established :t'or u.ee in 'fhe 
1960 Oerutus, the urban population o0111pr:1sea 
all. pe.:raons living in (a) places. ot. .2 ,5<>0 
inha.bit•nts or more inoorporated aa o1t'1.n, 
'oo:rouahs, towns,J. andnllagea; (b) the d.enselJ 
sett'led urban :t.rinse, inoludi,ng both incorpo
rated and unincorporated areaa, e.r°* o;l:ties 

l Except in New :EnglB!'ld, New York; and W'!soonsin, 
where "towns" are minor aivil divisi~na of. qounties 
and ere not neceaearilY densely settled centers. like 
tha towns in other States. 

:ram and . noJl!arm .residgie. --fl:l.e m.1 
population ±s subd~Tided ~ ·-t:he ~~ 
popul.a:tion, wlllob .o~p:nae, all .rm:>al recQ. .. 
dents l:l,.~hg op tlll:m&, ·. and ihe runtl~ 
popUJ.ation; wllich oClllPrlse• 1m• r-..dw111 
ru:ral population. However, the 11t9*4 o! 4...,. 
termining !am, imd noD!anl l'edi4ee e . 1:Jt, .,. 
1950 Censas differs a•..m.t :ft<im. ~ w114 
:l:n earl1e+ ·o~J1SUS88· Ill 1ihe 1980 --., 
persons .on "t~" llb:o were ~··..a~ 
tor theb house aiid rard onl.T •ere ~
as non!fll:111; · :turthmnore, l»e:t"BOXUI in. inri!...,. 
tions, st111111er oampa, and tourist .,,cmrtllt WW"fl 
olassiti ed as· no:nt&:nl . .; 

Oolo:r.--fhe group deelgr111.ti.O.. •aa ....., 
'Whiteii'""COiiSista otiegroea., !UC11aa, ,.,..._ .. 
Chinese, •nd other :noJlllbite X°M'ell• :i-aw• 
·of J(exioan birl)). or ancestr:r •J:to a:ce -' l.'fl}lt• 
1n11;eJ.7 IDCJian or o:r othei ~'\1e l!llb:'e '*"' 
olaHitied aa .. bite. . ' 

(CJV'er) 



·Table 1.--COLOR :iiY SEX, FOR SOUTH DAKOTA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 194C 

The State Percent distribution 

Color and 'sex 
,Percent Urban, Rural, The State 

1950 1940 change, :J.950 1950 Urban, Rural, 
1940 to 

1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total •••.•••••••••• 652,740 642,961 1.5 216,710 436,030 loq.o 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White ...................... 628,504 619,075 1.5 213,542 414,962 96.3 96.3 98.5 95.2 
Nonwhite ••••••• , ••••.•••• 24,236 23,886 1.5 3,168 21,068 3.7 3.7 l.5 4.8 

Male ••••••••••••••••• 337,251 332,514 1.4 106,472 230,779 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
White .•. ,, ................. 324,885 320,188 1.5 104,835 220,050 96.3 96.3 98,5 95.4 
Nonwhite ••••••••••••••••• 12,366 l~ .• 326 0.3 1,637 10,729 3.7 3.7 1.5 4.6 

Female ................ 315,Ml9 310,447 1.6 110,238 205,251 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

White. io ••If••• It I• I II I• I•• I• 303,619 298,887 1,6 108,707, 194,912 96.2 96.3 98;6 95.0 
Nonwhite ................. 11,870 11,560 2.7 1,531 10,339 3.8 3.7 1.4' 5.0 

• 
fable 2.--AGE BY SEX, FOR SOUTH DAKOTA, URBAN AND RIJRAl:,: 1950 AND 1940 

The State Peroent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The state Rural 
Age and sex cent non£ arm, flll'lll, Rural 

1950 Urban, non-
1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, 

rarm, 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total population •••••• 652,740 642,961 1.5 216,710 182,535 253,495 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 33.2 28.0 • 38.8 ... . .. .. . ... ... 

Under 5 yearli ••••••••••••• 76,632 57,863 32.4 25,061 20,272 31,299 11.7 9.0 11.6 11.l 12.3 
5 to 14 years ••••••••••••• 113,603 120,566 -5.8 31,800 30,217 51,5~6 17.4 18.8 14.7 16.6 20.3 
15. to 24 years ..... , •• , ••• 101,202 119,584 -15.4 36,551 25,670 38,981 15.5 18.6 16.9 14.l 15.4 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 94,011 92,062 2.1 34,540 24,324 35,147 14.4' 14,3 15.9 13,3 13,9· 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 80,668 81,227 -0.7 26,491 21,180 32,997 12.4 12.6 12.2 11.6 13.0 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 70,906 75,220 -5.7 23,378 19,136 28,392 10.9 11.7 10.8 10.5 11.2 
55 to 64·years ••••••••••••. 60,431 51,999 16.2 20,013 19,194 21,224 9.3 8.1 9.2 10.5 8,4 
65 years and over ••••••••• 55,287 44,440 24.4 18,876 22,542 13,869 8.5 6.9 8.7 12.3 5.5 

.Median age •••••••• ,years •• 28.7 27.5 ... 29,3 31.2 26.4 .... . .. ... ... .. ' 
}ta.le. I II.• I I It ll. I• I• 9 It•••• 337 ,251 332,514 1.4 106,472 92,404 138,375 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

Under !5 years •... '!" •••••••• 39,200 29,152 . 34,5 12,845 10,219 16,136 11.6 8.8 12.1 11.l 11. '7 
5 to 14 years •••••••.••••• 57,706 61,305 -5.9 15,930 15,314 26,462 17.l 18.4 15.0 16.6 19.l 
.15 to 24 years •• : ••••••••• 51,646 60,577 _14;7 16,933 . 12,850 21,863 15.3 18.2 15.9 13.9 15.8 
2S to 34 years ............ 48,859 46,438 5.2 17,494 12,469 18,896 14.5 14.0 16.4 13.5 13.7 

' .. 35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 41,434 41,891 -1.1 12,81.:3 10,716 17,905 12,3 12.6 12.0 11.6 12.9 
45 to '4 years •••••••••••• 36,979 40,254 -8.l 11,348 9,610 16,021 11.0 12.1 10.7 10.4 11.6 

, 55 to ·64 years ............ 32,220 28,745 12.l 9,946 9,620 12,654 9.6 8.6 9.3 10.4 9.1 
65 years and over ••••••••• 29,207 24,152 20.9 9,163 11,606 8,438 . 8.7 7,3 8.6 12.6 6.;L 

H!idian age •••••• , •• years •• 29.l 28.3 ... 29.3 31.3 27.5 ... .. . ... .. . ... 
Femal.e .................... 315,489 310,447 1.6 ll0,238 90,131 115,120 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

Under' years ••••••••••••• 37,432 28,711 30.4 12,216 10,053, 15,163 11,9 9.2 11.1 11.2 13.2 
5 to 14 years ••••••••••••• 55,897 59,261 -5.7 15,870 14,903 25,124 17.7 19.l 14.4 16.5 21.8 
15 to 24 years •••••••••• ,. 49,556 59,007 -16.0 19,618 12,820 17,118 15.7 19.0 17.8 14.2 14.9 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 45,152 45,624 -1.0 17,046 11,855 16,251 14.3 14.7 15.5 13,2 14.l 
35 to 44 years •• , ••••••.••• 39,234 39,336 -0.3 13,678 10,464 15,092 12.4 12.7 12.4 11.6 13,1 
45 to 54·years •••••••••••• 33,927 34,966 -3.0 12,030 9,526 12,371 10,8 11.3 10.9 10,6 10.? 
55'to 64 years ••••.•.••••• 28,211 23,254 21.3 10,067 .9,574 8,570 8.9 7,5 9,1 -1Q.&_ 7.4 
65 ;rears and over ••.••••••• 26,080 20,288 28.5 ~.713 . 10,936 5,431 8.3 6.5 a.a ' 12,l 4.7 

.Med,ian age ••••••••• years •• 28.3 26.8 ... 29,3 31.1 25.l ... . .. ... ... ... 


