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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION. OF TENNESSEE 
.APRIL 1, 1950 

Oaine 1n the population or Tennessee 
betw~en 1940 and 1950 were most marked among 
youn~ children and elderly persons, aooording 
to tt11:uree i'rom the 1950 Census ot Population 
rele6aod today by Roy v. Peel, Director, 
Blll'l!ltlU or tile Census I Depe.rtlllent Of Commerce. 
Althou~h the total popUlation of Tennessee 
1.noreuel.\ by 375,87? 1 or 12.9 peraent, during 
the d eoad e, tli.e number ot ahildren under 5 
:ir•e r 11 o:t' age inoreued by 101 , 590, ol' 36. li 
percent, and the nt\lllber ot. pusons 65 7eia,r11 
old and over increased by eS,179, or ae.e 
peroent, On the other hand, the number ot 
parsons 15 to 24 years ot age decreased by 
4. 7 percent, · . In 19150 there were !'ewer males 
th.an t&m11.lu in the 11opule. ti on o.t 'l'ennessee, 
and the shortage ot hlalH we.s rela.tivel1 · 
l11rger tne.n it had been e.t the time · of the 
preceding census. There were 97,S males for 
every lOO females in l9eO as compared with 
98.4- in lS).1.Q, ~wee~ 1940 and 19150 the non­
white population ot the State increased by 
4.4 peroent 1 in contrast to an in2Jiease of 
14,7 percent in the white populatio.!:J 

DEFINITIONS or T.lllRM'B AND EXP~ATIONS 

!lrban and rural residenae.--Under the 
urban detinition established. tor ·use in the 
1')!50 Census, the urban population oompr1sea 
all persona living in (a) plaoes ot 2,!500 
inhabitants or more inoorpore,ted. as oitiel!, 
boroughs. towns 11 and villages i ( b) the densely 
settled urban tringe, including both incorpo­
rated and uninoo:rporated areas, around oi ti91! 
or iso,ooo or more; and lo) unin'oor110ratesi 

·t Except in New E!JSland, New !ork and Wisoonsi~, 
'Where 11towne11 are minor oivil divistons of aounti ke 
and a.re not neoesslU'ily densely settled oenters 11 e 
the towns in other Stetea. 

.P.f.aaes o! 2, 1500 illhab1.:'\le:!l.ts 01' ~· cmt~ 
any U."t"ban fri:nge, Th.e r!ll!M11lhJg ~~ 
is alassitied as rural;· kl.oo~ to ta 
det'iru. ti on. used in. prntcu oeit8';Wl'll • ubut, 
population oomprised all ~ lfrt• u, 
incorporated plaoes ot 2,roo 'il!l'habf.tant• OJI' 

more and ueaa (usually lilnor c1Til IU'ft&i_,} 
olassitied e.:a :urban unde!l' sp:ec.1a.l:.~u .·n.­
lating to :po.:pu.lation siz.e and aieu1tt,. 

Farm .. and no11tl&m·.l'eSY\i!ll19i1.-.. ~ ~ 
population is av.bdftt.Aed · into tb.e :t!U:lial4*ft 
popul,atibn, whioih oom~MI! a:l1 l!'Ul'1l.l rwi· 
den tis Uvitlg on rans, 1ind, fu 1"1U'~oit 
population.. 1'hioh 00111.prtae.s th• !f.'1'911rt!1Uf& 
l"Ul'al populaticn1. ,Hon11er, the ~ ot t. 
termin1ti8 :re.rm e.nd nont\irn. i-es14•• U. :dJt 
l 950 Oensua ditters • solll1t'lu.t frOlll. -..t .._ 
in earlier o:asuses. In the· l..MO • O._i 
:p19rl!ons on "lt'iu.lDls" ·who were P4Q"1ng Clld\r Hat 
tor their house and: yard ol1i1' nn oluait1ta: 

· as nonfarm'.; furthermore, pereOJl.8 in ~-.. 
tiOttS I SUIDJll8r OampS I ,anc}. tOUl'iilt 00!1U".tll wrf: 

. olass11'1ed as nonta:nrr. 

V ~· _ _;The group · deaipa:Mll .. · ._. ..._ ... · 
white" oonsist11 arNegroe'"• InMiu•~ fQUICl•1 
Chinese and oth:er · nomlhite r.e,~, .. ,. . h:NoU 
o:t Mexi~a:n birth or anoeetrr WhO aJle QCt ,_. .. , 
ini tely lndian or 01' othet ~:t• llalMll •• 

o:Lusified a.s whit•• 

~·--The age olaHifi.oa:ti011 i.e: · · . .- '• 
the .age o'f: tile pe~aon at bis la1•t< \lirthjaJ 
before the O;e.te ot. the 0~1111u.1, tb&'V t.1,. -
age ot .tbs person in oOIQi;lted ~·· !'J/Ja 
median age JllaY' .'be deti.Md ae that qe .S.lm 
divides the popU.lati,on into . twa 1ttlllll po-:-­
one-h'alf being oliltr ~ on.e,..aal.:t ~ · 
than the me.d:tan. 
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.Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX., FOR TENNESSEE, URBAN .AND RURAL: 1950 .AND 1940 

The State' Percent distribution 

,Percent Urban, Rural, The State Color and sex 1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 Urban, Rural, 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 19.50 

19.50 

" 
Total .............. 3,291, 718 2,915,841 12.9 1,452,602 1,839,116 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White •••••••••••••••••••• 2,760,250 2,406,906 14.7 1,111,884 ,1,648,.366 83,9 82 • .5 76.5 89.6 
Nonwhite ••••••••••••••••• 531,468 508,93.5 4.4 340,718 190,750 16.1 17.5 23,5 10.4 --· 

Male ................. 1,623,106 1,445,829 12.3 688,652 934,454 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
White •.• , •••••••.••••••• , 1,367,122 1,199,580 14.0 529 ,598 837,524 81 .. 2 8.3. () 76.9 89,6 
Nonwhite ................. 255,9~4 246,249 4.0 1.59,054 96,9.30 15,8 17.0 23,l 10.4 --

Female •.•••••• ,., •••• 1,668,612 1,470,012 13.5 763,950 904,662 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
White •••••••••••••.•••••• 1,393 ,128 1,207,.326 15.4 582,286 810,842 83,!5 82.1 76.2 89.6 
.~e •••.•••••.••••••• .275,484 262,686 4.9 ·1a1,664 93,820 16,5 17.9 23.8 10.4 

Table 2.--AGE BY SEX, FOR TENNESSEE, URBAN .AND Rmµ.r.~ 1950 AND 1940 

·- ' The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural Age and sex cent noni'arm, farm, Urban, Rural 1950 non-19.50 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 £.arm; l.'arm1 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total population.· ••. ,. 3,291,718 2,915,841 12,9 1,.452,602 822,912 1,016,204 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0' ... ... 44.l 25.0 30,9 ... ... ... ... ... 

Under 5 years •••••••••••.• 379,702 278,112 36,5 157,990 107,2'73 114,4.39 11.5 9.5 10.9 13.0 11.3 
5 to 14 years •••••••••• · ••• 609 ,262 5?7,891 5.1, 216,514 164,567 228,181 18.5 19.8 14.9 20.0 22.5 
15 to 24 years ••••••.•.•.• 535,777 561,982 . -4.7 235,455 1.36,800 163,522 16,3 19.3 16.2 16.6 16,1 
25 to 34 years •••...••••.• 506,794 '·7!i,398 6.6 254,680 131,665 120,449 15.4 16.3 17,5 16.0 11.9 
35 to 44 'years •••••••.•••• 450,902 .368,:332 22.4 218,005 105,224 127,673 13,7 12.6 15.0 12.8 12.6 
45 to 54 years ••.•.•.••••• 337,073 286,536 17.6 162,9.36 70,575 103,562 10.2 9.8 11.2 8.6 10.2 
.55 to 64 years ••••••••••• ; 237,251 195,812 21.2 107,405 49,392 80,454 7.2 6.7 7,1, 6,0 7,9 
65 years and over .•••••••• 234,957 171,778 36.8 99,617 57,416 7?,924 7.1 5,9 6,9 7.0 7,7 
Median age ••••••••• years •• 27.4 25.8 ... 29.6 25.2 25.2 ... . .. ... ... ... 

Male •••••.••••••••.••••• 1,623,106 1,445,829 12.3 688,652 412,823 .':i2J.,6.31 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Under -5 years ............. 192,690 140,942 36.7 79,620 54,704 58,.366 11.9 9. '1 11.6 13.3 11.2 
5 to 14 years •••••.• , ••••• 309,63$ 292,'106 5.8 107,867 83,759 118,012 19.1 20.2 15.7 20.J 22.6 
15 to 24 years •••••••••.•• 261,215 274,725 -4.9 106,24.3 6S,800 86,172 16,1 19.0 15.4 16.7 16.5 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 245,292 2.30,485 6.4 120,829 65,460 59,003 15,1 15.9 1?.5 15.9 11.3 
35 to 44 years •••••••..•.• 220,458 178,S29 23.3 103,120 5.3,537 63,801 13.6 12.4 15.0 13.0 12,2 
45 to 54 years ••••.•••••.• 164,721 143 ,202 15.0 77,.378 35,154 52,189 10.1 9,9 11.2 8,5 10.0 
55 to 64 years • • .•.•.•.•.• 117,003 98,896 18,3 51,049 23,935 42,019 7.2 6.8 7.4 5.8 8.1 
65 years and over ...... ~ •• 112,089 86,044 30,3 42,546 27,474 42,069 6.9 6.0 6.2 6,'I 8.1 
Median age •••.••••• yeara •• 27.0 25.6 ... 29.2 24.9 24.8 ... ... .. . ... ... 

Female •••••• '.., .•••.••.• l 668.612 1,470.012 13.5 763,950 410 089 494,573 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

i 

i 
Under 5 years.; ••• ; ••••••• 187,012 137,170 .36.3 78,370 52,569 56 ,07.3 11.2 9.3 10 • .3 12.8 11.3 5· to 14 years ••.••.•••..•• 299,624 2!!5,185 5.1 108,647 80,808 110,169 18.0 19.4 14.2 19,7 22.3 · 15-to 24 years ............ 274,562 287,257 -4.4 129,212 68,000 77,.350 16.5 19.5 16.9 16.6 15.6 
25 to·34 years ............ 261,502 244,913 6.8 l.33,S51 66,205 61,446 15.7 16.7 17.5 16.1 12.4 
35 to 44 years ••• , •••••••• 230,444 189,503 21.6 114,885 51,687 63,872 13,8 12.9 15.0 12,6 12.9 45 to 54 years •••.••.••••• 172,352 143,334 20.2 85,558 35,421 51,373 10 • .3 9.8 u. 2 8.6 10.4 
55 to 64 yeara •••••••••••• . 120,248 96,916 24.l 56,356 25,457 .38,4.35 7.2 6.6 7.4 6.2 7.8 65 years and over •••••.••• 122,868 85, 734 43.3 57,071 29 ,942 35,855 7.4 5.8 7.5 7 • .3 7.2 
Median age ••••••••• years •• 27.8 26.0 ... 29.9 25.6 25.6 ... ... .. . ... ... 

·~ 


