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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION OF WEST VIRGINIA: APRIL 1, 1980

{Thig 1s one vf a geries of reports: presentin
of the smaller States.. In this series,

duta tor ihe larger States , Dot covered in

Gains in the population of West Virginia
batwesn 1940 and 1950 were most marked among
young children and elderly persons, according
to figures from the 1950 Jensus of Populstion
relensed today by Roy V. Pesl, Director, Bu~
renn  of the Oensus, Department of Commeroce.
Although the total populstion of the State
lnoreraed by 103,578, ox 6.4 percent during
the deocade, the muber of ohildren  under 5
yeurs of age inoreased by 43,513, or 22.1
percent, and the number of persons 85 years
old and ovar 1inoreased by 37.2 percent. On
the other hand, decresses were shown by ‘the
Tlgures for gome other age groupa--the largest
of these, 14.0 percent, ooourred Bmong pex-
gsong 1B to 24 years old. In 1950 there were
approximately <the same number of wales as
fomales iIn the population of West Virginia.
Thers mere 100.7 males for every 100 Tomales
in 1950 a@ ocompared with 103.8 in 1940. Be-
tween 1940 and 1950, +the monwhites population
of the State deocreased by £.2 percent in con-
treet to an increase of 8.0 percent in the
whive population. :

DEFINIOTIONS OF TBRMS AND EXPLANATIONS

Urhan and ruyal residence,~-Under the
urban definition established for wmse in the
1850 Census, ths wrbay population comprises
all persong living in (8) places of 2,500
ilnhabitants or more incorporated aas cities,
bareughs, towns,' and villages; (b) the densely
gettlad urban fringe, including both incorpo-
rated and uninoorporated aress, around cities
of 50,000 or more; and {o) wunincorporated

y in,

1 Except Iin New Eugland, New York, -and Wlsconsin,

where "tofms" are minor éivil diviaions of counta}es

and  are not necesssrily densely settled cemters: like
the towms in other States. .

Herte

g figures. on selected characterigtics of the

reporte are numbered slphabeticaiiv by, 8,
tional reportg will be isgued ss Tigures for other States becone :availabléfly Hetteres

“rural population. . :
Ctermining ' farm and nonfarm residenmes  in the

A433 -

Prelininary sample

this series, will be found in Seriss -6}

places of 2,500 inhebitants - or moys ontstdes
any urban. fringe. . The remaining  popuistion
1s classified . as rwral, . Aoooxdink. to  ihe
definition used in previous: cemsugen, urban
population comprised sll ‘pereome - Living in
incorporated - plsces - of 2,500 Arbayitents o
more and sreas (wsually minor oivil &ivisions)
clessified &8 wrban wider .specisl yules re-

- lating Yo population size and: density,

Perm and nonferm residence,--Zhe  smrw]
population is gibdivided  into the rarsf-faen
population,  which comprises all yurel yemi~
dents 1iving o farns, 'snd the rurel-neyidfrym
population,. which ocowprises : the reesiming
However, the metind: of de~

1950 Census differs somenhat from that nmed
in earlier osnsuses, ‘In the 1050 Cemmsas,
yersons: on’'farns! . who were peying mm
for their house end yard only wers olagmifisd
88 noufernm; :  furthermore, parscns in institen
tions, summeyr oamps, -~ and foirist courts were
claasified as nonfarm.

Color.--The group Aesigrsbed us Mnon-
white" consists of Negroes, Indians, Japasess,
Chinese, - -and cther nonwhite raoes, mw
of Wexicen birth or ancestry who mre not def~
initely Indian or. of other noywhite Yeos are

‘  ¢lassified as white.

kge.~-The age classitioation is besed on

‘the age of the person =t his lusk hir%
. before the date of the censts, Yl iy th

*

age Of the person . in ocupleted yeArs. Yue.

" median age mey be ‘deﬁmﬂ‘ L] Y Ag. 0
‘qivides the population imlzo m«mw
| one-half being. older and QEa-HRIL JORRE

then the median.
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Table 1.~-COLOR BY SEX, FOR WEST VIRGINIA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940

The State Percent distribution
| Percent Urban Rural

Color and sex 1950 1940 Chzgge’ 1950’ 1950’ The State Urben, | Rural,

1919 580 1950 1940 1950. 1950
Totale e vannanss . 2,005,552 1,901,974 5.4 694,487 1,311,065 100,0 1.00.0 100,0 100.0
Whiteeivoviaons 1,890,284 1,784,102 6.0 647,039 | 1,243,245 94,3 93.8 93,2 94.8
Nonwhite...viveurannnnnss 115,268 117,872 242 47,448 67,820 547 6.2 6.8 5.2
MBle.aeorvononenvnnss 1,006,287 968,582 3.9 335,708 670,579 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Whiteiicqarorna, vensaaes . 948,271 907,906 4ot 312,517 635,754 94.2 93.7 93.1 94.8
Nonwhite.everenerrnnncnns 58,016 60,676 -4..4 23,191 34,825 5.8 6.3 6.9 5,2
. FemBle.evsenses RPN 999, 265 933,392 7.1 358,779 640,486 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White.ooonnen cearrerenns 942,013 876,196 7.5 334,522 607,491 94,3 93.9 93.2 94.8
Nonwhite..veveivereaaans . 57,252 57,196 0.1 24,257 32,995 5.7 6.1 6.8 5,2

Table 2,--AGE BY SEX, FOR WEST VIRGINIA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 '

The State Percent distribution
Per- ; .Rural . Rural e 1
Age and gex cent Uigg‘g’ nonfarm,| farm, The Stat Urban i";ﬁf Rural
1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950’ carm farm,
1940 to 1950 | 1940 1950’ 1950
) 1950
Total population...... 2,005,552 | 1,901,974 5.4 || 694,487 900,143] 410,922 100.0| 100.0( 100.0] 100.0 | 100.0
Percent by residence 100.0 34.6 44,9 20.5 vee sae aes P Yy
Under 5 yearS. o careansas 240,092 196,579 R22.1 69,9441 125,579 © 44,569| 12.0{ 10.3{ 10.1| 14.0| 10.8
5 t0 14 years...cieaens. Ve 396,333 397,779 -0.4 || 102,398| 196,616 97,319 19.8] =20.9|| 1.4.7| 21..8} 23.7
15 40 24 years..c.vevvovns . 326,072 379,313 -14.0 || 110,457 148,914 66,701 16.3f 19.9| 15.9| 16.5] 16.2
25 10 34 yearB.c.cerneenns 301,153 294,225 2.4 || 118,003] 139,539 43,611 15,0 15.5( 17.0| 15.5| 10.6
35 40 44 YERTB . .ivaveesnss 259,668 231,049 12.4 || 100,628} 111,006 48,0341 12.9| 12.1| 14.5( 12.3 11.7
45 t0 54 YeATHueeerrasirns 198,972 178,517 11.5 81,156 77,222 40, 5% 9.9 9.4 1L1.7 8.6 9.9
55 10 64 YEBIE...ere..s oo L44,750| 123,538 17.2| 58,824 52,842| 33,084 7.2| e.5| 8.5] 5.9 &1
65 years and OVer.scessres 138,512 100,974 37.2 53,077 48,425 37,010 6.9 5.3 7.6 5.4 9.0
Median 8g€.........y2ars.. 26.3 24,4 . 30.5 23.6 24.5 oo cen
2 .| 1,006,287 968,582 3.9 || 335,708 | 455,693 | 214,886 100,0( 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Under 5 ye8rd.c.ooes.. ‘anes 122,253 99,729 R2.6 35,619 63,824 22,810 12.1| 10.3])| 10.6} 14.0} 10.6
5-t0 14 yesrs..... ... . 201,753 201,606 0.1 51,563 99,736 | 50,454 20.0| 20.8( 15.4| 2L.° 23.5
15 to 24 yearg........ venn 157,157 188,268 | -16.5 50,362 70,221 36,57 15.6| 19.41 15.0] 15.4] 17.0
25 10 34 YeATB e ertoneren 147,585 147,206 0.3 56,899 69,364 21,322 14,71 5.2} L6.9| 15.2 9.9
35 £0 44 YOATB...raneens. .| 130,305| 118,357| 10.1| 48,063| 57,888 . 24,354| 12.9f 12.2| 14.3| 12,7| 113
45 to 54 years......vvvenn 101,354 94,521 7.2 39,532 40,882 20,940 10.1] © 9.8| 11.8 9.0 9.7
55 to 64 years........... N 75,282 66,002 14.1 29,148 28,554 17,580 7.5 6.8 8.7 6.3 8,2
65 years and over........ . 70,598 52,893 33.5 24,522 25,224 20,852 7.0 5.5 7.3 5.5 9.7
Medilan 8ge........ .years.. 26.5 24,7 . 30.3 24.2 Y1 U U IR e
Female. . cueeeeraeeness .| 999,265| 933,302| 7.1 || 358,779 444,450 | 196,036 | 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 } 100.0
Under 5 years...oeeeesnsas 117,839 96,850 21,7 34,325 61,755 21,759 11.8} 10.4 9.6 13.9| 1l.1
5 t0 14 years......... 00| 194,580 | 196,173| -0.8 || 50,835| 96,880 46,865| 19.5| 21.0| 14.2| 21.8| 23.9
15 to 24 years...suevs. e 168,915 191,045{ -11.6 60,095 78,693 30,127 16.9{ 20.5| 16.7| 17.7] 15.4
25 to 34 years....cainsen . 153,568 147,019 4.5 61,104 | . 70,175 22,289 5.4 15.8Y 17.0] 15.8| 1l.4
35 to 44 yeArsS....... P 129,363 112,692 14.8 52,565 53,118 23,680 12.9| 12.1jf 14.7] 12.0 12.1
45 to 54 years........ ceee 97,618 83,996 16.2 4),624 36,340 19,654 9.8 9.0} 1l.6} &.,2] 10.0
55 t0 64 YeArB...... eseaen 69,468 57,536 20.7 29,676 24,288 15,504 7.0 6.2 8.3 5.5 7.9
65 years and over........ . 67,914 48,081 41,2 28,555 23,201 16,158 6.8 5.2 8.0 5.2 8.2
Median 8ge.........years.. " 26.2 2.1 .. 30.6 23.1 24.8 % OO | R [ P
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