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CHARACTERISTICS OF TBE POPULATION OF W]ST VIRGINIA: 
APFllL l, 1900 

( flllu ts one! tJf a aeries o.r :repc:rte p:r ti .r ' 
ol' th1• t11M ller Stataa • In thia s:;~:s ng re i;~~esa on selected. ebaracteristica at the ~iQil 
tfonlll reports will be issued ae i'igure~ to/ oth.:r ~~ ~U!llb~red aJ.J;lhabe·tfoaily by 8te:te11. AMi­

<111 tri for the la:rger States, not covered in tMs aerie:, 
9:1.i1°~:er:!~1:~,:r;,;~ ·~u 

l~a:1ns in the popl.llation of West 'Virginia 
b~»tween 1940 and. 1950 we:re moat marked among 
young oh1ldren and elderly persons, according 
to f.ie;uros from the 1950 Oenaus ot Po:pu.J.ation 
released tod~y by Roy v. Peel, Director, :su~ 
T~au o:f the Censll!l 1 De])S.rtment of Oo!llllleroe. 
Altho\lf".h the total population of the state 
inoruneed by l0'3 15'18, or 6.4 :percent during 
tho deoado~ the nUlllber o~ children .under 5 
years of age increased by 43,513 1 or 22.l 
:pe:rootrt, nnd tha n'Ulllber o:f persons 85 yea:rs 
old and over inoreased by 37.2 :percent. On 
'the otlie:t· hn:nd, decreases we:re shown by the 
1'1p,,u.res fc:r: soma other age groupa--the largest 
of these, l4.0 percent, ooourred among :per­
vona l5 to 24 years old. In 1950 there were 
$lpproximatel;y the aame number of males as 
telll8.les in the population of West Vil:'gillia. 
'l'here1 "ero lOO. 7 males :tor every lOO females 
in HIM aa oom;pared with ).03.\3 in 1940. :Be­
twef!n 1940 and 1950, the nonwhite po:pule.ti<in 
of the State deo:reaud b;y 2.g peroen'!i in con­
tra.et to an ino.:reue o:f 5. O pe:i:oent 1n the 
white population. 

DE1<'1NITIONS OF 2!Emf5 .AND EXPLAN'Nl'IONS. 

Urban and J:'\."ll"Ql residenoe.-~Under tne 
urban-detinition established for use in the 
1£150 Census, the u:rban po:pulation comprises 
nll p&rsons living in (a) pl.aces of 2,500 
inhabitants or more inoox:pcrated aa cities, 
borou.cr;hs 1 towns ,i a.nd villages; (b) the densel.y 
settled urban fringet :t.noluding both inoo.rpo­
rs.ted and Ullinoorportited areas, around cities 
ot 50, 000 or more; and ( o) · Ullinoo?J)orated 

l E:xoept in New Engla.rtd, Mew Xork, and \i':!.soonain1 
where "talll'ls" aro minor civil divisions of counties 
and are not necessarily densely settled oente:rs like 
~he towns in other .States. 

places of 2,500 inllabitairt;e .or. more ~Ao. 
any \.U''bs.n fringe. The rema1.ll:1:ng popa.l.at;b:m 
is classified as :rmial. .tooo~ to trbt' 
definition us.ad in.prev:ioua e~..,, ~ 
population comprised ill ~· ll:r1:Ag iJ1 
incorporated pleces o-£ 2,500 ~ttm.t. Cllt" 
mo:re and areas (ustlB.lly minor,o.ivU ~mi-.) 
classified as urban under sPec!tal<~ re­
lating ~o population size: iand d91*8itT. 

Fll:rm a.nd node.:irm reaidtilOe.-..,._. ~ 
population is s1lbdivtded. 1ntp h ~lo~ 
populat·ion, 'll'hioh. OO!lipriaea 1..U .~ .r~"' 
dents. living on !ar?J11J1 alld 1ih.e Nt'lk~ 
po:pulat:Lon,. whioh · o.ol!IPriS:es the rielllllf.:i1l'ilt',/t 

· rural popu.lation. ROll'ev:er, ."f;he ~ ·Ott ·~ 
te:r:minmg ·farm. ®.d noll!t'arm ~e!JiUrzot. lb!: 'Ila 
1950 census ditfere sommrbat 1'2"l1ill '!lbat · ...... 
in earlier oensu.s.es, In the Ull!JO. ~. 
:persons on "fa:i:ms" who were ~ ._. ~· 
for their house and. 3'lri <i>ll11' lt«Nl ·~*4: 
as non:f8Xm; f'nrlihe:i;:more.f Pel:1SOM .;ta Dm~ 
tions, s'lllnlller oamps, and ~ ooirztrltlli *'" 
classified as nontarm. 

Color.--Tbe group iie~ed '114 .._.,. 
White« oonsist•e of:N'e:gooes, ~. ,.,...., 
Chinese, and other nonM:l:ite no.&I• -.U· 
of Mexican birth or anc&str:r ·wbo .s:xe ~ w .. 
initely Indian or of other ~-- .~· C'*J 
classified as white. 

Age.--Tlle age o.lusi!~ ii.$ ~ cm. 
the age-of the person at 1:d.e l1Ult1 .~ 
before the ds:te of the G~t ~ ~~ * 
age o-r the parson in 1oomplPed ~:· . 9lft 
median age . me.y be detjjled! ~'$ ~ • -­

diV'ides the population :Ul.to ·vwa«'"'~ ~~ 
· o:ne•half l!eing oldf3r ·and. .~ .. ~ 

th!im the median. 

(over) 
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Table L--COLOR BY SEX, FOR WEST VIRGINIA, URBAN AND RURAL: 19.50 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Color and sex .Percent Urban, Rural, The State 
1950 1940 change, 19.50 1950 Urban, Rural, 

1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
19.50 

Total •.••••••••.•• : 2,005,.5.52 1,901,974 5.4 694,487 1,311,065 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White •.•••••••••••••••••• 1,890,284 1,784,102 6,0 647,039 1,243,24.5 94,3 93.8 93,2 94.8 
Nonwhite •••••••. , •••••••• 115,268 117,872 -2.2 47,448 67,820 5.7 6.2 6.8 5.2 

Male •••• , •• ,,, ••••.•• 1,006,287 968,582 3,9 335,708 670,579 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 

.White ••• , •••.••••.••••••• 948,271 907,906 4,4 312,.517 63.5,754 94.2 93.7 93,l 94.8 
Nonwhite, ••• , •••• , •••••.• 58,016 60,676 -4.4 23,191 34,82.5 .5.8 6.3 6.9 5,2 

Female •••••.••• , •••.• 999, 265 933,392 7.1 358,779 640,486 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

White:, ••••••••••.••••••• 942,013 876,196 7,5 334,522 607,491 94.3 93.9 93.2 94.8 
Nonwhite ••••••••••••••••• .57,252 57,196 0.1 24,257 32,995 5.7 6.1 6.B 5,2 

Table 2,--AGE BY SEX, FOR WEST VIRGINIA, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 
: 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State Rural 
Age and sex cent 1950 nonfarm, farm, Urban, non- Rural 

1950 1940 change, 1950 1950 1950 farm, farm, 
1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 .. 

Total population •.•••• 2,005,552 1,901,974 5,4 694,487 900,143 410,922 100.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100,0 ... ... 34.6 44.9 20 • .5 ... . . . .. . ... .. 

Under 5 years •••••••••••.• 240,092 196,.579 22.1 69,944 125,579 44,569 12.0 10.3 10.1 14.0 10.8 
5 to 14 years •.•••••..•••• 396,333 397,779 -0.4 102,398 196,616 97,319 19:8 20.9 14.7 21.8 23.7 
15 to 24 years •••••••••.•• 326,072 379,313 ~14,0 110,457 148,914 66,701 16,3 19.9 15.9 16.5 16.2 
25 to 34 years •••••••••..• 301, 1.53 294,225 2.4 118,003 139,.539 43,611 15.0 15.5 17.0 15 • .5 J.Q.6 
3.5 to 44 years, ••••••••••• 259,668 231,049 12.4 100,628 111,006 48,034 12.9 12.l 14.5 12.3 11.7 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 198,972 178,517 11.5 81,156 77,222 40,594 9.9 9.4 11.7 8.6 9.9 
55 to 64 years •.••••.••••• 144,750 123 ,,538 17.2 58,824 52,842 33,084 7.2 6.5 8.5 5.9 8.1 
65 years and over ••••••••• 138,512 100,974 37.2 53,077 48,425 37,010 6.9 5,3 7.6 5.4 9,0 

Median age ••.•••••• y9ars •• 26.3 24.4 ... 30.5 23.6 24.5 ... ... . .. ... ... 
Male ••.••••.•••.••••••.• 1,006,287 968,582 3.9 335,708 45.5,693 214,886 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years ••••••••••••• 122,253 99,729 22.6 35,619 63,824 22,810 12.l 10.3 10.6 14.0 10.6 
.5 ·to 14 years ••.•••••.•••• 201,7.53 201,606 0.1 51,.563 99,736 .50,4.54 20.0 20.8 1.5.4 21.9 23.5 
15 to 24 years, ••••••••••• 1.57,1.57 188,268 -16 • .5 50,362 70,221 36,574 1.5.6 19.4 1.5.0 1.5.4 17.0 
2.5 to 34 years •••••••••••• 147,585 147,206 0.3 56,899 69,364 21,322 14.7 1.5.2 16.9 1.5.2 9.9 
35 to 44 years ••.•••••••. , 130,305 118,3.57 10.l 48,063 57,888 . <:!4,354 12.9 12.2 14.3 12.7 11.3 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 101,354 94,.521 7.2 39,.532 40,8$2 20,940 10.l 9.8 11.8 9.0 9.7 
.55 to 64 years ............ 7.5,282 66,002 14.1 29,148 28,.5.54 17,.580 7 • .5 6.8 8.7 6.3 a.2 
6.5 years and over •..•••••• 70,598 52,893 33.5 24,522 25,224 20,8.52 7.0 .5 • .5 7.3 5.5 9.7 

Median age •.••••••• years •• 26 • .5 24.7 ... 30.3 24.2 24.3 ... ... . .. ... . .. 
Female •••••••.•.•....••• 999,26.5 933,392 7.1 3.58,779 444,4.50 196,036 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

Under .5 years •••••••••..•• 117,839 96,850 21.7 34,325 61,755 21,759 11.8 10.4 9.6 13.9 11.l 
.5 to 14 years ••••.•••••••• 194,.580 196,173 -0.8 50,83.5 96,!!80 46,865 19.5 21.0 14.2 21.8 23.9 
15 to 24 years, ••••••••••• 168,915 191,045 -11.6 60,09.5 78,693 30,127 16.9 20.5 16.7 17.7 15.4 
2.5 to 34 years ••.•.•.••..• 153,568 147,019 4 • .5 61,104 70,17.5 22,289 1.5.4 15.8 17.0 1.5,8 11.4 
35 to 44 years ••••.••••.•• 129,363 112,692 14.8 52,56.5 .53,118 23,680 12.9 12.l 14.7 12,0 12.l 
45 to 54 years ••.••••••••• 97,618 83,996 16.2 41,624 36,340 19,6.54 9.8 9,0 11.6 8.2 10.0 
55 to 64 years ••••.••.•••• 69,468 57,536 20.7 29,676 24,288 15,.504 7.0 6.2 8.3 .5 • .5 7.9 
6.5 years and over •••••••.• 67,914 48,081 41.2 28,555 23,201 16,158 6.8 .5.2 t!.O .5.2 8.2 

Median age •••••. • ••• years •• 26.2 24.l ... 30.6 23.l 24.8 . .. ... . .. ... . .. 


