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U.S. DBP.AR.TMENT OP OOMMEROB 

1950 CENSUS OF PO:PiULATIOiN 
PRELIMINARY REPO'RTS 

FOR RELEASE 

May :31, 1951 Washington 26, D. o. 

CHARACTERIST! CS OF THE POPULATION OF WY!::'Mirll 
APRIL 1, 1950 

(This ia t.he third or a aeries of reports. prHentiDg figures on ael•oted ohar4oteristios of the 
population of the smaller States, In th1.s aeri&s 1 reports are nlJ!llber&d a~habetioaUy .Pl 
StE1tee. Additional reports will be issued as, figure# for o'.bh~ Btatea become avai.lablt.. PH
li:ninary BSJlltlle data for the: lai-ger•-.statee, not covered in thia ·aerHus, Will be found 'in 
.Series PC-6) 

Gaina in the population of Wyoming be• • 
tween 1940 and 1950 were moat marked among 
young children and elderly persona, according 
to figures from the 1950 o'ensue ot 'Population 
released today by Roy V, :eeel, Director; 
Bureau of the- Oensus, :le}?&rtmellt ot Oommerce. 
Although the total population of the State 
increased by 39,787 1 er 16.9 p~roent, d:\ll'itlg 
the decade, the number of children unhr·5 
years of' age inoreased by 111616 1 or 51.2 
percen't 1 a:r.d the n1.l!llbe:r o:f persona 65·yea:rs· 
old end over increased by 44..6 peroeilt. On 1 

'the other hand, the number ot persona · 15 to 
24 years old decreased by 1.4 peroent, In 
1950 there were more me.lea than females in 
the population of Wyoming, but the exoess ot 
males was relatively smaller than it· had b'een 
at the time of 'tbe preceding oensus, There 
were 114,l males for every 100 females in 
1950 as compared with llB.7 in l94Q. Bet.ween 
1940 and 1950 the nonwhite po:pu].ation of the 
State, which includes a ooneide;r:&ble number. 
of Indians, increased by 57.3 pe:roent in 
contrast to an increase qf 16,2 percent in 
the white population, 

DEFIN:;:TIONS OF 'l.'Efl!l!S AND EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural :residenoe.- .. under the 
uxban definition established• for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises 
all persons living in (a) places of 2 1·500.in• 
habitants or mere inoorpo:rated as cities, 
·ooroughs, towns, 1 an1 villages; ('Q) the densely 
settled urban fringe, including both ino.o:rpo
rated and unir..corporated areas, arotmd oities 

1 Except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin,· 
where "towns" are minor oivil divisions of aounties 
and are not necessarily densely settled Gent&I'.S like 
the to'<IIlS in other States, 

.; :.;.. .. ,.,,,"' 

of 50,000 'or morel e.nd (o) unincorporated. 
places of 2 1500 inhabitants or more outei.de 
any urban i'ringe. The remaining popula-t:Lon. 
ie classified as rural. According to the 
definition ueed in previous oensu.na; urban 
population oor.iprised all persons li Viil78 in 
incorporated places of 2;500 inhabitants or 
more and areas :( u..sually minor civil dl'v;Lsions) 
ol.ae's1t1 ad. as urban ··under ep.eoial J:'U:).ea re·· 
la.ting to popula.tion size and density. 

Fal'lll and X)onfa~ r.ei,J:1,~enoie. --~he· rUraJ, 
populetion ia subdivided into ,the :t'u,re.l .. tarm 
populat;l.on, wl"J.q)l oompriees all rural resi
dents living .on fanna, anci the ru:re•l•nonta:rni 
population, which comprises the remaini'n8 
rural populatiqn, How·ever, the method of de• 
tenninine; fe.nn and nonfa:nn residence in the 
19150 Oensus differs somewhat from tMt u.eed 
in ee.:r;t.ie:r oenst1Ses. !n the 1950 Oensus, 
persons on !l:fann's" who were paying oe.sh rent 
~or their house and yard only were olal!lsified 
as nonfa:nn.; furthe:i:more, persons in insti
tutions, sv.rnmer oamps, and tourist oourt'e 
were olaesified as nonfe.n:i. 

Color.--The group designated .as 11llon
whi te•i oonsists of Negroes,. Indians 1 .Jet.pe.neo, 
Chinese., and ether nonwhite :races. :Person$ 
of Mexioan birth or ano estry who are not det• 
ini tely ;I:ndian or of other nonwhite ra:oe are 
olaseified as white. 

Age.-•The age olaseif1cet1on is based on 
the age ot the person at his· last bi:rtMay 
before the date of the census, that is; the 
age of the person· i:n oo:npleted yea:rs. Tlte 
median e,ge mey be de:tined e.s that age.' Which 
divides the population into two equal g:roups-
one•helf being old.er and one-half younge~ 

than the median. 

(over) 
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Table 1.--COLOR BY SEX, FQR WYOMING, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

' The state Percent distribution 

Color and sex ,Percent Urban, Rural, The State Rural, 1950 1940 C)hange, 1950 1950 Urban, 
1940 to 

1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total •..••••••••••• 290,529 250,742 15.9 144,618 145,911 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 

White •.••••.•••.•.••••••. 284,009 246,597 15.2 142,568 141,441 97,8 98.3 98,6 96.9 
Nonwhite ••.••••.••••••••• 6,520 4,145 57,3 2,050 4,470 2.2 1.7 1,4 3,1 

Male ......•••..••.•.. 154,853 135,055 14.7 73,183 81,670 100,Q 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White ••• , ••••••.•••.•••.• 150,895 132,782 13,6 72,024 78~871 97.4 98.3 98.4 96.6 
Nonwhite •••••••••.•••••.• 3,958 2,273 74.1 l,159 2,799 2.6 1.7 1,6 3.4 

Female ................ 135,676 115,687 17.3 71,435 64,241 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

White •.••••••.•.•••••• ••• 133,114 113,815 17.0 70,544 62,570 98.l 98.4 98,8 97.4 
Nonwhite., ••••••••••••••• 2,562 1,872 36.9 891 1,671 1,9 1.6 1.2 2,6 

. . 
Table 2,--AGE BY SEX, FOR WYOMING, URBAN AND RURAL: 1950 AND 1940 

The State Percent distribution 

Per- Urban, Rural Rural The State . Rural Age and.sex cent noni'arm, farm, Rural 
1950 Urban, non-1950 1940 change, 1950 1950, 1950 £arm, £arm, 

1940 to 1950 1940 1950 1950 
1950 

Total population •.•••. 290,529 250,742 15.9 144,618 89,206 56,705 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Percent by residence 100.0 ... ... 49.8 30.7 19,5 . .. .. . ... . . . ... 

Under 5 years ••••••••.•••• 34,297 22,681 51.2 16,777 10,828 6,692 11.8 9.0 11.6 12.l 11.8 
5 to 14 years ••.•••.•••••• 50,245 44,038 14.'i 22,796 15,959 11,490 17,3 17.6 1.5.8 17.9 20.3 
15 to 24 years •••.•••••••• 46,622 47,298 -1.4 21, 674 16,405 8,543 16.0 18,9 l.?.O 18.4 15,l 
25 to 34 years •••••.•••.•• 47,045 41,834 12,5 25,033 14,101 7,911 16.2 16.7 17.3 15.8 14.0 
35 to 44 years •••••••••.•• 40,259 34,099 18.1 20,928 11,682 7,649 13.9 :1.3.6 14.5 13.1 13.5 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 30,396 29,903 1.6 15,741 8,503 6,152 10,5 11.9 10.9 9.5 10,8 
55 to 64 years •••••••••••• 23,500 18,331 28.2 11,999 6,515 4,986 8,1 7,3 8.3 7.3 a.a 
65 years and over ••.•.•••• 18,165 12,558 44.6 9,670 5,213 3,282 6,3 5.0 6.7 5.8 5,8 
Median age., ••• ., ••• years •• 28.0 27.7 ... 29.4 26,0 27.1 ... ... ... ... ... 

Male •••••••••••••• · ...... 154,853 135,055 14.7 73,183 49,947 31,723 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
Under 5 years ••••••••••••• 17,583 11,576 51.9 8,509 5,577 3,497 11.4 $.6 11.6 11.2 11.0 
5 to 14 years ••••••••.•••• 25,758 22,323 15.4 11,578 8,270 5,910 16.6 16,5 15.8 16.6 18,6 
15 to· 24 years ............ 25,891 25,425 1.8 10,459 10,541 4,891 16.7 18,8 14.3 21.l 15,4 
25 to 34 years •••.•••••.•• 24,226 22,110 9.6 12,644 7,344 4,238 15.6 16,4 17.3 14.7 13;4 
35 to 44 years ............. 21,326 18,256 16.8 10,636 6,384 4,306 13.8 13.5 14,5 12.8 13,6 
45 to 54 years •••••••••••• 16,535 17,133 -3,5 8,068 4,895 3,572 10.7 12.7 11.0 9,8 11.3 
55 to 64 years •••••••••••• 13,444 10,939 22,9 6,390 3,884 3,170 8.7 8,1 i:!.7 7.8 10.0 
65 years and over •••••• , •• 10,090 7,293 38,4 4,899 3,052 2,139 6.5 5.4 6.7 6,1 6.7 
Mediun·age •• , ••.••• years •• 28.4 28.7 ... 29,8 25.8 28.7 ... . .. ... .. . ... 

Felllllle .................. 135,676 115,687 17.3 71,435 39,259 24,982 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 tl.00,0 
Under 5 years •••• ." .•.••••• 16,714 11,105 50,5 81 268' 5,251 3,195 12,3 9,6 11.6 13.4 12.8 
5 to 14. years, ••••••••• , ..• 24,487 21,715 12.8 11,218 7,689 5,580 18.0 18.8 15.7 19.6 22.3 
15 to 24 years ••••.••••.•• 20,731 21,873 -5,2 11,215 5,864 3,652 . 15.3 18,9 15.7 14.9 14.6 
25 to 34 yeurs ••.•.•.•• ; .• 22,819 19,724 15 .• 7 12,389 6,757 3,673 16,8 17,0 17,3 17.2 14.7 
35 to 44 years ••••.•.••..• 18,933 15,843 19.5 10,292 5,298 3,343 14.0 13,7 14.4 13.5 13.4 
45 ·to 54 years .•..•••.••..• 13,861 12,770 8.5 7,673 3,608 2,580 10.2 11.0 10.7 9,2 10.3 
55 to 64' years ............. 10,056 7,392 36,0 5,609 2,631 1,816 7.4 6.4 7,9 6.7 7.3 
65 years and over •••.•.••• 8,075 5,265 53,4 4,'l'71 2,161 1,l,43 6,0 4.6 6.7 5.5 4.6 
Median age ••.•.•••• years.•, 27.6 26.6 ... 29,0 26.2 25.2 ... . .. ... ... ... 


