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(This is one of a series of reports presenting summary statistics on selected characteristics of the popu~

lation for various types of areas.
differ slightly from finsl figures)

On April 1, 1950, the rural-farm population~-about
23 million persons--constituted about 15 percent of the
total population of the United States according to figures
from the Seventeenth Decennial - Census released today by
Roy V. Peel, Director, Bureau of the (ensus, Department
of Commerce.
lion persoms--represented about 21 percent of the total
population; and +the remaining 64 percent of the total
population—-gbout 96.5 millicn persons——lived in urban
areas. About 48.6 percent of the total population of the
South lived in urban areas, and ' the remaining rural pop-
ulation was sbhout equally divided between farm and non~
- farm—25.2 and 26.2 percent, respectively. In contrast,
almost four-fifths of the population of the Northeastern
States lived in urban areas, and the rural-farm popula-
tion constituted less than 5 percent of the total.

- Among the States in which a majority of the popula-
tion lived in rural areas, the propartions  of the total
in the rural-farm population were highest in Mississippi
(50.4 percent), Arkansas (42.0 percent), and North Dakota
(41.1 percent). In the most urbanized States--Massachu~
getts, Rhode Island, New York, and New Jersey--the pro-
portions of the total population in wrban areas ranged
around 85 percenmt, and the rural-farm populaticn in every
instance comprised less than 5 percent of the total.

The rural-nonfarm population, that is, persoms liv-
ing in rural territory but not  on farms , was the largest
companent of the population in two States—-West Virginia
iIn which it camprised 44.9 percent of the total and Ver-
ment for which this percentage was 42.1.

The total farm population in 1950--23.3 million-=

Tepresents a decrease of about 7 milliom, or 23,6 percent,
from the 30.5 million In I940. The ~farm population dé=.
vlined over the decade in every State.

Urban and rural residence.-eAccording to the new
definition that was adopted for use in the 1950 Census,the
urban population comprises all persans living in (a)
Dlaces of 2,500 inhabitants or more Incorporated as eit-
les, baroughs, and villages, (b) incarporated +towns of
2,500 inhabitants or more except in New England, New York,
and Wisconsin, where "towns" are simply minor civil divi-
sions of counties, (¢) the densely settled urban fringe,
ineluding both incorporated amd unincorparated areas,

around cities of 50,000 or more, and (d) uninecrpcarated ]

The rural-nanfarm population--gbout 31 mil-.

1% would have been under the old definitiom.

The figures presented here are based cn advance tabulations and may

places of 2,500 inhsbitants or more outside " any urban
fringe. The re population is classified as rural.
According to-the old definition, the urban population hed
been limited to all persons living in incarporated places
of 2,500 inhabitants cr more and in areas (usually minor
civil divisions) classified as urban under special rules
relating to population size and density.

The figures presented here are based on the new urban
and rural definition, with the result that those for the
urban and the rural-nomfarm population are not comparable
with the corresponding 1940 figures based on the old

definition,

Farm ulation--urban and rural.--The farm popula-
tion for ],850, as for 1940 and 1930, includes all persons
1iving on farms without regard to occupation. In deter=-
mining farm and nonfarm residence in the 1950 Census, how-
ever, certain special groups were classified otherwise than:;
in earlier censuses. In 1950, persons living on what might
have been considered farm land were classified as nonfarm
if they paid cash rent for their homes and yards only.
Some persons in institutions, summer camps, "motels," and
tourist camps were classified as farm residents in 1940,
whereas in 1950 all such persons were classified as non-
farm. For the United States as a whole, there is evidence

| from the Current Population Survey that the farm popula-

tion in 1950 would have been reported as about 9 percent
larger had the 1940 procedure been used.

Under the new urban-rural definitiom,the 1950 rural-
farm population was only about 0.l percent smaller than
’ Thus compa-
rability with 1940 figures on the rural-farm population
18 more seriously affected by the change in farm defini-

| tion than by the chenge in the urban-rural defimition.

Estimates of the population living on farms have -
been provided by the Current Population Survey in the
years following the 1940 Cemsus. The survey estimate for
April 1950 was about 1 milliom higher than the 1950
Census figure. Much of +this difference may be due to
sampling  variability in the estimates from the Current

- Population Survey. Differences in classification by two

different sets of enumerators, liowever, mey alsc have
been & more important factor. These are now being ana-
lyzed by means of an examination of the returns for house-
holds enumerated both in the census and in the April 1950

survey.
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2 FARM AND NONFARM POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, BY REGIONS, DIVISIONS, AND STATES:

(Minus sign (-) denotes decrease.

Classification by urban and rurel residence is in accordance with new urbam-rural definition)

1950

Total population, 1950

Farm population

Urban Rural nonfarm Rurel farm
Reglon, division, and lzzr;
State Per= Per- Per- Total Urban Total o
! otal ' ! ’ ’
T Waber | SR | ey [cemt | g | eemt 1950 | 1950 loc0 | Shemes,
tobal total total 1950
United States......| 150,697,361 ||96,467,686 | 64.0 | 31,181,325 | 20.7 | 23,048,350 | 15.3| 23,331,738 | 283,388 | 30,546,911 | -23.6
REGIONS:
Nartheastern States....| 39,477,986 (31,373,200 | 79.5 | 6,313,525 | 16.0 | 1,791,261 | 4.5| 1,867,115| 75,854 2,410,031 | -22.6
Narth Central States...| 44,460,762 128,490,932 | 64.1 | 8,537,265 | 19.2 | 7,432,565 | 16.7| 7,500,050 | 68,385 | 9,348,007 | -19.8
The SOUbMesssensersuaes | 47,197,088 (122,955,762 | 48.6 | 12,345,641 | 26.2 |11,895,685 | 25.2| 11,058,144 | 62,459 | 16,399,696 | -27.1
The WeBbuesrserenseenss | 19,561,525 (13,647,792 | 69.8 | 3,984,804 | 20.4 | 1,028,835 | 9.9 2,005,529 | 76,690 | 2,387,287 | -16.0
NCRTHEASTERN STATES: '
New England...eeevseens | 9,314,453 || 7,100,511 | 76.2 | 1,809,842 | 19.4 | 403,100 | 4.3]  440,402| 37,302 | 622,621 | -29.3
Middle Atlantices.seess | 30,163,533 124,271,689 | 80.5 | 4,503,683 | 14.9 | 1,388,161 | 4.6| 1,426,713 | 38,552 | 1,788,310 | -20.2
NCRTH CENTRAL STATES:
East North Central..... | 30,399,368 (21,185,713 | 69.7 | 5,510,241 | 18.1 | 3,703,414 | 12.2| 3,748,629 | 45,215| 4,6 . a10.
West North Cemtral.....| 14,061,394 || 7,305,219 | 52.0{ 3,027,024 | 2L.5 | 3,729,151 | 26.5 3:;521321 23,170 21713:17:;/;3 ors
THE SOUTH:
South Atlantic..s.e..es | 21,182,335 110,391,163 | 49,1 6,158,176 | 29.1 | 4,632,996 | 21.9| 4,657,935| 24,939 | 6,059,841 | -23.1
East South Centrel.e...| 11,477,181 | 4,484,771 | 39.1 | 2,944,336 | 25.7 | 4,048,074 | 35.3| 4,065,326 | 17,252 | 5.282.844 | -23.0
West South Centzal.....| 14,537,572 || 8,079,828 | 55.6 | 3,243,129 | 22.3 | 3,214,615 | 22.1| 3,234,883 | 20,268 | 5,057,001 | -36.0
THE WEST:
Mountain.eussaseoeaanan | 5,074,998 | 2,785,888 | 54.9 | 1,430,508 | 28.2 | 858,602 | 16.9|  &ve,052| 18,350 | 1,137,708 | -21.5
Pacific..senersunnenies | 14,486,527 10,861,904 | 75.0 | 2,554,386 | 17.6 | 15070,237 | Tuh| 1,128,577 58,340 | 1,269,579 | —11.1
NEW ENGLAND:
MAINCL ¢e errnannsnrnnees 013,77 | 472,000 | 51.7| 319,0 .0 . -
New Hampshire.......... 533,242 | 306,806 | 57.5 179§222 P li%jf?g i 12‘;;33}, 1(5)1222 lgg:%i a0
VETTOe ¢ vvvnssssneens 377,747 | 137,612 | 36.4 | 159,003| 42.1| 81132 | 21.5 81,968 836 | 106,532 | -23.1
Massachusetha. . v 4,830,514 3,955,239 | Bkt | E51,09| 139 79,976 | 1.7 92,249 | 12,273 | 147,214 | -37.3
, b212 | 843 | 114,346 | 14.4| 10338 | 1.3 12,060| 1,722 17,308 | -30.3
Comnecticubesessuananss | 2,007,280 || 1,558,642 | 77.6| 385,082 | 19.2 62,65 | 3.1 69,000| 6,344 | 104810 | -34.2
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New Yarkeeeveevenannse | 14,830,192 112,682,446 | 5.5 | 1,570,092 | 10.6 | 577,654 | 3.9| 500,706 | 13,142 730,453
. . . -19.1
(82329 186,207 sg.g 543,822 | 11.2 105,300 | 2.2| 120,327| 15,007 | 143,058 | -15.9
1498, 1403, 5| 2,389,769 | 22.8 | 705,207 | 6.7| 75,50 10,383 | 014,799 | -21.8
7,946,627 || 5,578,274 | 70.2 | 1,515,265 19.1 | 853,088 | 10.7|  ae0,865| 16,777 | 1,088,655 | -20.1
Iodfnasosseenencunes | 3,934,220 | 2357196 | 5915 909,874 | 23.1 | €67k | 17.0|  evolsie| 3.364| e16.408 | -ame
ILlinolsussseuseennenne | 8,712,176 | 6,759,271 | 7.6 | 1,189,709 | 13.7 | 763,196 | 6. 72,521 | 9,325 | omele07 | -z11
Mohigan. oovvoevnonns | 61371708 4,503,084 7| LISW| 184 694,72 | 20.9]  703127| 8385 | 0832 | -19.3
eevevaneanans | 3434, 1987, . 72,453 | 21.0 | 725,234 | 21.1| 732,598 | 7,364 | 882,938 | -17.0
WEST NCRTH CENTRAL:
MINKEBOLAsssseranannens | 2,982,483 | 1,624,914 | 54.5| e17,770| 20.7| s
. , . 799 | 24.8|  was,ee6| 5,867 | 914,600 | -18.5
IoWBiussenessenannnaann | 2,621,073 || 1,250,938 | 47.7 | 587,485 | 22.4 | 782,650 | 20.9|  790,4p4| 7imra|  930.810 | -15.1
North Dakota 3’25;” 653 || 2,432,715 | 61.5 | 658,442 | 16.6 | 863,496 | 21.8|  860,217| 5,721 | 1,125,413 | -22.8
South Dakote, oot 635 ,623 164,817 | 26.6 200,332 | 32.3 254,487 | 4l.1 254,799 312 327,943 | -22.3
South Dakota..-v.coais | 65217 216,710 | 33.2 | 182,485 | 28.0 | 253,545 | 38.8| 254,050 54 307,318 | -17.3
Kommaameeeeieeeeeenees | 1,325,010 | 621,905 | 6.9 | 312,170 | 236 | 1435 | 20.5| 392w | 1,003 |  asBiz20| -zl
it B 0299 || 993,220 | 52.1| 468,340 | 24.6 | 443,739 | 23.3| ads,ike| 1709 | 606044 | -26.6
ATLANTIO: '
DelaWAr€essseenesasanas 318,085 199,122 | 62.6 84,738 | 26.6 34
. . 225 | 10.8 34,772 547 85,974 | -2hub
Maryland.e.csessens 2,343,001 it ’ ’ ? .
Dist, of Colmbia...... | 8B78 | 80278 | 100 | UCR| 2| 18,476 7.8 WL bR e 2
Tirgiada. siserereees | 3,318,680 1,360,115 | 47.0| 1,026,604 | 30.9 | 71,91 | 22.1| 735,23 | 3,275 ot 247 | 5.3
ot argtn e | 2,008,552 | oo, 3461 900,143 | 449 | 410,922 | 20.5|  412,927| 2,005 | 5320615 | -22.5
North Caralina 081929 | 1,368,101 | 33,7 LAT,268 | 324 | 1,376,560 | 33.9| 1,380,805 | 4,245 | 1,659,477 | -16.8
cerennnes | 2,117, ) . . 700,611 | 33.1| wosime2| 311t -
BEOTEIRuversranarenanns | 30444578 || 1,550 ; ; 2 ’ aeseal | 2.2
FLaid8aversanenneenans | 2,771,305 1:313:333 é’?? 352’238 gg'i 323’332 e ggg’éﬁ. i’gg’g bl ol
. it . ) . ; i 3052 22,2
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL:
Kentuekyessssssnansnaas 2,944,806
TONNEBEEE 1 sanseassinsns | 3,201 718 i’%""ggo e fooro6s| 301 T&L70 | 33.1 7,481 3,268 | 1,261,040 | -22.5
5200, 4452,602 | 44.1| 822,912 | 25.0 | 1,016 204
ALabamesaerveeansrenns | 3,061,743 || 1,340,937 | 4 ; ?960° ag| oai0) 405 | 1,275,582 | 19,9
Mabam 4061, ,340, 3.8 | 760,313 | 24.8 | 960,493 | 3L.4| 966.359| 5 866 | 1342080 | -28.0
1881PDPlssececescnne 2,178,914 607,162 | 27.9 474,545 | 21.8 s ) »343,080 284
asetootze . s , -8 | 1,097,207 | 50.4| 1,100,369 | 3,162 | 1,403,142 | -21.6
ATKEDSAS. 4uvuernnannaes | 1,909,511 | 630,501 | 33.0
LOSISIana v essacinns 2,683,516 | 1,471,6% | S48 é‘ZZ:?E? EYS ey = e Zaao| Liace) -7
OB+ 4aseeenaee 2,233,35 . ’ : 4 3,9 =331
Nl - 713119;& }.’gg’% 212--2 L gg,ggl* 24.2 553,066 | 24.8 555,197 | 2,131 930,412 | -40.3
,838, +7| 1,580,867 | 20.5.| 1,292,267 | 16.8| 1,303,603 | 11,336 | 2,159.548 | -39.6
MOUNTATN: !
MODtanA. e euersaraennas 591,024 ; ‘
TaBhowrmmen oot e 3224034 43.7 | 197,0511 33.3 | 135,939 | 23.0) 136,188 249, 176,054 | -22.6
, ,549 | 42.9 | 1m128| 2901 | 1ed’ ;
WIOIINg. s vunassennrnans 290,529 || 144,618 ’ 2960 | 28,01 167,428 | 2,468 | 202,582 | -17.4
COLoTadon nmrrnnsnrrens | 1,325080 || ot ong | coro sor2or| 207 20,704 | 19.5 27,032 328 72,892 | -2L.8
o T 223,08 , 62.7| 295,590 | 22.3 | 198,181 | 15. 199,727 | 1,546 | 252,863 | -21.0
iriacna. oo | 7 | de| o3| Z0AE) 32| Luwm| w4 ummr| e | imae| s
Phame s sereneensdases lea | Aeom . , . ,914 | 10.3 78,725 | 1,811.| 1l4j4de | -3L.2
5.3 1 158,387 | 23.0 80 ’ ’ ? K
NEVAER. e verrsennaranans 160,083 91,625 | 57.2 ; /620 | 117 90,341 | 9,721 104,658 | 13,7
PACTFIC: ’ ’ 34,997 | 34,41 13,461 | 8.4 13,719 258 15,862 | -13.5
Waahingccn............. 2,378,963 || 1,503,166 | 63.2
. 602,026 | 25.
Califarmia Ll Cnoime | o | s | i | sma| ma| ZDR| oim| e -
reeieeenenee 223 || 8,530 X * ’ e 27 258,751 | -10.6
2586, 2939,420 | 80.7 | 1,478,572 | 14.0 568,231 | 5.4 617,367 49,136 670,426 -7.9




