
Characteristics of the Population 

GENERAL 

The major portion of the information on the population of this 
State, compiled from the Censuses of Population and Housing of 
1950, is presented in this volume. It contains three chapters 
previously published as separate bulletins. Chapter A recapitu­
lates the statistics on the distribution of the total population within 
the State (originally published in the Series P-A bulletin and in 
Volume I); Chapter B presents statistics on the general character­
istics of the population of the various political subdivisions of the 
State, such as counties and cities, as well as of standard metropol­
itan areas and urbanized areas (originally published in the Series 
P-B bulletin); and Chapter C presents data on the detailed char­
acteristics of the population of the larger areas within the State 
(originally published in the Series P-C bulletin). 

The major part of this volume is devoted to the presentation of 
information on the characteristics of the population. Statistics 
on the general characteristics contained in Chapter B include data 
on urban-rural residence, age, sex, race, nativity, citizenship, 
country of birth, school enrollment, years of school completed, 
marital status, residence in 1949, employment status, occupation, 
industry, class of worker, and family income. In Chapter C, 
information on most of these characteristics is presented again 
but in greater detail. The statistics in Chapter C include cross­
classifications of age with race, nativity, citizenship, marital status, 
relationship to household head, education, and employment 
status; the occupational and industrial attachments of the labor 
force; and personal income. The general content of the tables in 
Chapter B and Chapter C is indicated in the charts on pp. viii 
and ix. 

Additional reports are also planned on such subjects as mobility 
of the population, characteristics of families and households, 
nativity and parentage, institutional population, characteristics 
of the nonwhite population by race, and characteristics of the labor 
force. These special reports will relate mainly to the United 
States and regions. In some cases, a few tables for States and 
other large areas will also be included. 

Statistics on the number of inhabitants as shown in Chapter A 
in this volume are all based on complete counts of the population. 
Similarly, the statistics on the general characteristics of the popu­
lation presented in Chapter B are based on complete counts except 
in the case of those characteristics, such as school enrollment 
and income, that were reported for only 20 percent of the popula­
tion. For Chapter C, JUiy the tabulations relating to occupation 
and industry are based on complete counts; all the other tabula­
tions are confined to the 20-percent sample. Because of sampling 
variability, differences may be expected between figures obtained 
from a complete count and the corresponding figures based on the 
20-percent sample. Furthermore, differences between figures for 
corresponding items in different tables may arise because they 
were prepared from separate tabulations. The resources avail­
able did not permit a full adjustment of small processing differ­
ences, whereas in earlier censuses such adjustments were made. 

In the Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins, the tables were 
numbered in such a way as to provide a continuous series when 
bound together in this volume. Thus, tables 1 to 9 present data 
on the number of inhabitants for this State, tables 10 to 50 present 
the data on general characteristics of the population, and tables 
51 to 94 present the data on detailed characteristics. 

PUBLISHED DATA FOR NONWHITE POPULATION 

In Chapter B, there are a number of tables for the South in which 
additional information on the characteristics of the nonwhite popu­
lation is presented. These tables-28a, 30a, 32a, 37a, 45a, 48a, 
and 49a-present statistics on occupation, industry, income, and 
other subjects for the State and areas within the State. Most 
of the foreign-born white population is to be found outside the 
South. Tables 34a and 42a present statistics on country of birth 
of the foreign-born white in the North and West. These basic 
differences between the South and other regions are also recognized 
in tables 36, 38, 44, and 50 in which the content for Southern 
States is somewhat different from the content for the Northern 
and Western States. 

In Chapter C, statistics for the nonwhite population are pre­
sented for all areas with a relatively large nonwhite population, 
regardless of the region in which they are located. Statistics on 
marital status, relationship to head of household, education, 
employment status, and occupation are presented by age for the 
nonwhite population for those States, standard metropolitan 
areas, and cities that had 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants 
in 1950. For Southern States, separate data on nonwhite persons 
are also presented for those urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural-farm 
parts of the State having 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants. 
(In most of the Northern and Westen1 States, relatively few 
nonwhite persons live in rural areas.) 

Selected statistics are also presented in Ch.apter C for the 
population classified by race (white, Negro, and other races) for 
all States and for standard metropolitan areas, and, in some cases, 
cities with a total population of 100,000 or more. These data 
include separate distributions by age, occupation, industry, and 
income. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 

For urban places smaller than 10,000 inhabitants, and for the 
urban and rural parts of counties, only part of the tabulated data 
are published in Chapter B. A complete listing of tabulated, but 
unpublished, statistics for these areas is contained in the publica­
tion, U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. S. Cen8u8e8 of Population 
and Housing: 1950, Key to Published and Tabulated Data for Small 
Areas, \Vashington, D. C., 1951.1 

Some of the detailed statistics tabulated for large areas in con­
nection with the preparation of Chapter Care not being published; 
for example, separate data for each standard metropolitan area 
and city of 100,000 or more, and certain statistics for the nonwhite 
population, A complete description of these unpublished data 
can be obtained upon request. 

The tabulated, but unpublished, statistics can be ms.de available 
upon request, for the cost of transcription or consolidation. If 
enumeration district data are desired, copies of maps Hhowing 
enumeration district boundaries can also be furnished, usually 
at nominal cost. Requests for such unpublished material should 
be addressed to the Director, Bureau of tho Census, Washington 
25, D. C. 

I Adllress purchllSll orders to the Superlntendent or Documents, u .. s. Oov111nment 
Prlnting Office, Washlngton 25, D. C. Price 30 cents. 
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t·IJ!!!l!!!tfi; .. !fi H lilrl:iu1 undt'I' ~P•'f·i>1l rulf" iu 1H40. The firr:;t element 
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i~1 lrmli.IW'!JWt;c1it town, ~,,fl!~ V.'f•ri- c·h11<xlfl!·il l!K urh:rn m·1·1Jrd!ng 
h• II.if' llli"W d~·tlnitlot1 tlt'<·11ul4i" th!'~' Wl'rP Ih·ing in th!' urh11n fringp 
1wf th» Uvd11~'lit»r l'rh:rni:u•d Arf'lil. Ttw n·m11i11ing 4,7:.!!"• perHon~ 
1'.-N''l" du1lll!!lti;pd iu H v11i,w: in rnrl! l I »nit or.1" Tb•• m~t g11ln Ju t hr 
~Jr'b1u1 pufmi11Uo·n ,,f NMV York r!fjtlUHiug from th!' durngl' in 
lil~·if'liritll>tl tt1<1n4'or1< w11u11 7H:i.4"l!'i. i Stt• 1wdi1:1n tH.·low on "lJrh1m 
and r11r11! rt~idfll!'*':·) 

'l'.'reniJ fffif arban uul. :rural JWPlll11t1on.----Trt>mlh in thf' urhau 
irnl:l. r11rlll Jloj:ml11!i11ri ;·11n t>f' 1•u niiued only on the hafils of the 
1,!f! u~intU1.~1. 0f1 t.hl!!i Nllli11, the urban population rose from 

r.,29H,111 Jn 1000 to 11,889,008 in 1950 (table 1). The increase 

11f 7:!!l,lli'i het'\w£m 1040 and 1950 represented a gain of 6.5 per­
i·i•nt over th!' 11,165,&'93 pPrsons enumerated in urban territory 

in HWJ. 
Dt>Hpite dP<:lines Jn the first two decades of the twentieth cen­

tury, the rural poJmlation of New York Increased from 1,970,783 
in moo to 2,H41,184 in 1950 (table 1). The increase Of 627,935, 
or 27.l 11ercent, l!etween 1940 and 1950 accounted for nearly two­
thirds of the gain over the 50-year period. The proportion of 
the r1t11iulatlon of the State living in rural territory declined 
from 27.1 to 19.8 percent between 1900 and 1950. It had been 
llR low as rn.4 percent in 1930. 

Counties.-Tlw ii2 eouuties in New York ranged in size from 
Hamilton with a 11opulation of 4,105 to Kings with a population 
of 2,WS,175 (tahle 5j. Between 1940 and 1950, 59 of the coun­
ties iuereasP<l in population as against 49 in the previous decade. 

Minor civil divisions.-To the primary political divisions into 
wbkb ,.mmtif!s are divided, the Bureau of the Census applies the 
geiwrul term ''minor civil divisions." The minor civil divisions 
in New York are the towns and all but one of the cties. The 
following eouutleR alHo include Indian reservations as primary 
divh;Jons: Cattaraugus, 01Jautauqua, Erie, Franklin, Genesee, 
Niagara, Ouon!laga, 1t11d Suffolk. l<'ive counties, Bronx, Kings, 
New York, Queem;, uncl Richmond, are included in New York 
City, Each of these counties is coextensivft with one of the bor­
oughs of that city. The incorporated villages and one city (Sher­
rlll, in Orwi<la County) form subdivisions of the minor civil divi­
sions in whieh tltey are located. 

'l'abie 6 shows statistics on the population of each county by 
minor civil <liviHions for the last three censuses. The popula­
tion of Sherrill city, each village, and each unincorporated place 
ls shown in italics under the population of the minor civil divi­
Hion in which it is Jo(•ated. When an incorporated or unincor­
porated r>la<•e lies in two or more minor civil divisions, the 
riormlation of the several parts is shown in table 6 in the appro­
priate eounties and minor civil divisions, and each part is desig­
natl.><l hy "part." Figures on the total population of such places 
are given in tahlCI 7. Unincorporated places are designated by 
"m1inc." Changes hetween the 1940 Census and the 1950 Census 
in the houndaries of the areas listed are shown in notes to table 
0. l<'or 1•hanJ,!;es in bourularies prior to the 1940 Census, see re­
IH>rts of the Sixteenth Census (1940), Population, Vol. I, pp, 714-
721, and rPports of earlier censuses. 

Incorporated and unincorporated places.-In 1950 New York had 
611 plaees incorporated as cities or villages and 69 unincorporated 
Jila<'es of 1,000 lnhaliitants or more. Of the 12,259,032 persons 
liviug in the ineorporatecl places, 404,441 were living in the 399 
plaees of fe\W!r than 2,500 inhabitants. Of the 166,442 persons 
Jiving' in the unincorporated places, 71,995 were living in the 51 
pllt<'es of 1,000 to 2,r.oo inhahitants. 

Urbanized areas,-Of the 11,876,008 persons in the State living 
in urbanized arPllR, 9,5!17,328 were living in the lo central cities 
u11<J 1.77!1,iiHO In the urhnn-fringe ureas. The urban-fringe areas 
iru·lu<lt><l 1,1()2,10.1 persons in 116 incorporated places and 677,477 
in uniutorporatt>!l parts (tables 2 and 9). 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
. ThE~ ddn.itlm11i. of IJ:ie fll'lrtinen t cmwepts u1>ed in the 19.'iO 

C•1un!ll 11.re 11tiveri below. !'leveral of thll!'le definitions differ from 
tl:1.Ul!ll 1~1 in 194U. Thii chn.ngel!! were made after consultation 
witli U!!Bll of ()CflllUlii d!!.ta iu order to inipruve the stati!ltics even 
W-»llt,~1 lt ':"M ""1<Jl!;TiiHtl lhllt ot1mparabi1ity would be ad~erselv 
a.ll!<ft(I(:!. .·In ln:u1y (\fl.lie@, the new <lefinition1> were tested in co1;_ 
Fi11ttlt:i1, 'llnd1 the C't1JTe11t Populatiou 8urvey; and, where feasi!Jle, 

measures of tJie impact of the change on the statistics were de­
veloped. This survey, covering a sample of 25,000 households 
throughout t~e coun~ry, has been in operation since April 1940 
and has pro~1ded national estimates of the employment status of 
the population (Current Population Reports, Series P-57 "The 
Monthly Report on the Labor Force"). The distribution of 
employed workers by major occupation group is included each 
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quarter in this series; and statistics on other subjects, such as 
marital status, school enrollment, migration, and income, arc 
collected in the Current Population Survey and publifihed annually 
in other series of Current Population Reports. 

USUAL PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

In accordance with Census practice dating back to 1790, each 
person enumerated in the 1950 Census was counted as an inhabit­
ant of his usual place of residence or usual place of abode, that 
is, the place where he lives and 8leeps most of the time. This 
place is not necessarily the same as his legal residence, voting 
residence, or domicile, although, in the vast majority of cases, 
the use of these different bases of classification would produce 
identical results. 

In the application of this rule, persons were not always counted 
as residents of the places in which they happened to be found by 
the census enumerators. Persons in continental United States aud 
Hawaii in places where guests usually pay for quarters (hotels, etc.) 
were enumerated there on the night of April 11, and those whose 
usual place of residence was elsewhere were allocated to their homes. 
Visitors found staying in private homes, however, were not 
ordinarily interviewed there. In addition, information 011 per­
sons away from their usual place of residence was obtained from 
other members of their families, landladies, etc. If an entire 
family was expected to be away during the whole period of the 
enumeration, information on it was obtained from neighborH. 
A matching process was used to eliminate duplicate reports for 
persons who reported for themselves while away and were also 
reported by their families at home. 

Persons in the armed forces quartered on military installations 
were enumerated as residents of the States, counties, and minor 
civil divisions in which their installations were located. Members 
of their families were enumerated where they actually resided. 
In the 1950 Census, college students living away from home were 
considered residents of the communities in which they were resid­
ing while attending college, whereas in 1940, as in most previous 
censuses, they were generally enumerated at their parental homes. 
This change affects the comparability of the 1950 and 1940 figures 
on education of persons of college age in States and local areas. 
Comparability of the statistics on other subjects may also be 
affected for areas containing large colleges or universities. 

In 1950 the crews of vessels of the American Merchant Marine 
in harbors of the United States were counted as part of the pi:lpu­
lation of the ports in which their vessels were berthed on April 1, 
1950. In 1940 such persons were treated as part of the population 
of the port from which the vessel operated. Inmates of institu­
tions, who ordinarily lived there for long periods of time, were 
counted as inhabitants of the place in which the institution was 
located; whereas patients in general hospitals, who ordinarily have 
short stays, were counted at, or allocated to, their homes. All 
persons without a usual place of residence were counted where 
they were enumerated. 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

The degree of completeness of enumeration has always been a 
matter of deep concern to the Bureau of the Census; and, in the 
course of its history, a number of devices have been developed to 
aid in securing adequate coverage. These devices include the 
special procedures for the enumeration of transients and infants, 
urging notifications from persons who believed that they may not 
have been enumerated, and the early announcement of population 
counts in local areas to make possible the thorough investigation 
of complaints as to the accuracy of the count. In the 1950 Census 
earlier procedures were strengthe~ed and additional procedures 
were introduced. Adequate handling of the problem of under­
enumeration involves not only the development of techniques in 
order to insure satisfactory coverage but also methods of measuring 
the completeness of coverage. 

Prior to 1950, no method had been devised to give an over-all 
direct measure of the completeness of enumeration of the total 
population. For the most part, discussion in census reports was 
confined to qualitath•e statements based on various kinds of 
evidence. Some quantitative measures were developed, however. 
l~or example, the underenumeration of children under 5 had been 
estimated for recent censuses by comparisons of cerums counts 
with survivors of birtlL~ in the preceding five years. Such com­
parisons indicate that the Wtal understatement in the published 
figure for this age group was about 810,000 in the 1950 Census, 
according to a provisional estimate, and about 860,000 in the 
1940 Census; the corresponding percentages were 4.8 and 7.6, 
respectively. 

In the 1950 Census the population of all ages was re-enumerated 
on a sample basis in a carefully conducted post-enumeration sur­
vey, thus permitting a direct check on a case-by-case basis of the 
actual enumeration. The results of this survey indicate a net 
underenumeration in the census count of the total population of 
the United States of about 2,100,000, or 1.4 percent. 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE 

According to the new definition that was adopted for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises all persons living 
in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, and villages, (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, where 
"towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties, (c) the 
densely settled urban fringe, including both incorporated and 
unincorporated areas, around cities of 50,000 or more, and (d) unin­
corporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban 
fringe. The remaining population is classified as rural. Accord­
ing to the old definition, the urban population was limited to all 
persons living in incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor civil divisions) classified as urban 
under special rules relating to population size and density. 

In both definitions, the most important component of the 
urban territory is the group of incorporated places having 2,500 
inhabitants or more. A definition of urban territory restricted 
to such places would exclude a number of equally large and 
densely settled places, merely because they were not incorporated 
places. Under the old definition, an effort was made to avoid 
some of the more obvious omissions by the inclusion of the places 
clasi;ified as urban under special rules. Even with these rules, 
however, mariy large and closely built-up places were excluded 
from the urban territory. To improve the situation in the 1950 
Census, the Bureau of the Census set up, in advance of enumera­
tion, boundaries for urban-fringe areas around cities of 50,000 or 
more and for unincorporated places outside urban fringes. All 
the population residing in urban-fringe areas and in unincorpo­
rated places of 2,500 or more is classified as urban according to 
the 1950 definition. (Of course, the incorporated places of 2,500 
or more in these fringes are urban in their own right.) Conse­
quently, the special rules of the old definition are no longer 
necessary. Although the Bureau of the Census has employed 
other definitions in the course of its history, the statistics on the 
population by urban and rural residence shown for years prior to 
1940 are in substantial accordance with the 1940 definition. All 
1950 statistics on urban-rural residence presented in this volume 
are in accordance with the new definition unless otherwise specified 
in a given table. 

Basic characteristics for urban and rural areas classified accord­
ing to the old urban-rural definition are presented for the State 
in tables 13 and 15 and for counties in table 50. The 1950 figures 
presented in table 15 on age by color for persons in the rural-farm 
and rural-nonfarm population under the old urban-rural definition 
are partly estimated, since the detailed age by color distribution 
was not tabulated for the farm and nonfarm parts of the areas 
that are urban under the new definition but were rural under the 
old definition. 
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UJUIANIZED AB.E.AS 

A~ bidkca.tlld aht1v1J, one of th!'• comp()neut11 of urban territory 
tlli~r tll<' r~111t dt:·finitfon of urhan-rural rtll'lid1mce in the urban 
fn"'i'P· ANJ.M !lf Uiir• t~pt~ in enmbinatioll wi;h the t>itie111 wl.1ich 
t.hr':; w;ur:ri.1mt<l ha"" !J(~;ri dr·flm'":i in the Hl50 ( ·(m:!illlii P urhamzed 
lietl)llli!" 

l".MCh Mrb11.w1iiilt'11 ans eonU!.it111 at lea111t om~ eity with 50,000 
n,h:i.bhant.jj oT rnon· in Jtl40 err llloCCOrdlt:1.g to a i>JJCCW cc~ll8US taken 

J ~·Ul 141.cJh urh11.ni~·~J are!\ a.1110 in el uds the liiurroumliug 
..,,uJ~1 i}11J<lf1Kirated p!Aee11 and 11riineorpontt.1d Arr.&11 tlut 

.,,,~•m1~1~ it:~ m14i1 fringe. The bmmdarillffl of thei'ie fringe are&S 
""r~· f%i!;tl>hli~~d to em1fortrt ll'll mi&rly M f>Ol'li'\ible to the actual 
b1.wud:a.rit·1lll of thiddy lfll'lttled territory, u~ually dum1.l'.'terized by a 
rk,,,,1•!, ~tt!'lf:1: p•1LtlA'ir1L The t~•rrit.ory of an urbanized 
11.rell. ;mi. v t~" t'l!liil"if't1\d into hncorporated partJ:; and unincorporated 
p1l.11JA. (~' 11rl>a111l:rA'd fll.f'l:\ll. rrul.p<A which foUmv table 9 in Chapter A.) 

At1 urb1mu1ed area ai~o ma,v l.m divhfori irlw c,t>ntral city or 
ci ti.t.•I' 11.ti 11 url >&{1 frinp:e a.~ rl!lflli1l<l bt: kiw. 

Ce:r;trill citi11:1. -- Although an urbanized ll.l"flll. may eo!ltain more 
than 1·if .v of fl(),000 or n1t1>t'I'., not .all dtitll! of this Rir.e are 
""'''''"l'IW~ilv e~·nt.ri!.l dti•"'· T'li1• larl!Jl'J'\t city of an ~a i~ always a 
(W·Htral eit.\. In 11.ddltirm, th•· Meond and third m<>ffet populous 
c'itie" m 1h~" al'!"& inav qualify ™' centrrii.l citiew provided the~· have 
a pnpul11t!nn of at ielll.ll·t nnf•-third of that of t.he 111.rge.;;t city in the 
&r1•a. JI.nil a rninirnmn of 2:5,()f)() inhahitar1ti!. The nameR of the 
.tmiividuill 1ITh111.tdZtid 11.reu indicate th1~ Cf'rttml citie1 of the areas. 
T'fw 111.lll" F!iN'pHnl! to thifil rule t8 found in the Nnw York-North-
11uu~rn Nl"w ,Jc•ri•PV l.'rh1mized Ania, the central dtieH of which 
II.ti'' New York Cit;, JcrMey City, a.nd Newark. 

ll'rbu fringe ... Th"' urban fringe includ~ that 1iart of the 
wrb~ni11f!d Ml'1& "'hi<~h i~ outlilide the ceu tra.l city or cities. The 
folkil\'lr\#1; type>J of 11,reu 11.l'f' m:nhrace<l if they are contiguous to 
thf\ l'A,utra.l city nr citi.el\ or if tht•y are contiguous to any area 
l!ill'!'JMly irkehv.wd in tlll!! urban fringe: 

l. Ir1oorporatt<d pla.ce11 with 2,500 inhabitants or more in 1940 
1>r lit &1 ~·ub1.eqtumt 11pt!~~ia.l oomm~ ooriducted i:>ri<>r to 1950. 

2. lri:efJri:.:}ra.t.ed r•lMle!! with fewer than 2,r100 inha.bitants 
l!!J':l ll.N!lll. w:itb a ooriCEmtni.ti<m of 100 dweJJi11g units or 

mnr11 a dtnii1tt11 iri this eonoontration of 500 unit11 or more 
ltli!r i;q11&re milt'. Thil!l d~mlity reJH'e,'lflnts approximately 2,000 

l'qtMt.re milie and ncmnally ii; the minimum found 
11."'~''""11tt..1'<1 with a ehely lilfmood 11treet pattern. 

:I. U1.1fof\frrf)Orated territory with at leA.'lt 500 dwelling units 
f.Mlf !lt!Ull.l"e mile. 

4. l'~c:rritt1ry df,v·c»ted to enmmercial, ind11strW, transporta.­
rv>em11tJon11.J, aDd nttwr purpt:IMI! f1mcti·on11lly related to the 
elt,y 

AlliliJ iri.elud.Pd are f,;utlying noncontiguous areas ~ith the 
Ml1111.i!'tN!i dwelling unit dN1mity looated wlthin 1)4 mil!llll of them.a.in 
N;l1!..il!l;tW.11m urb1tr1illll!d pm, n:ieuured along th11 !lbortest connecting 
h:iglrw 11.y, al'.ld othi.T ontlyin111; areu 'Ai thin one-half mile of such 
1)(1rtet1ntii1.1ou~ a.n;11111 wliid1 ~t the minimum re11idential density 
r100. 

TYPES OF PLACES 

'I'hr" tA'l'J11 "plJl.ee"N'fol'!!i tn a concentration of population regard­
•.1f ktllllly f'j!'t'1'lf'ribl'.."tl limitR, powns, or function!!. ThuH, 

1tri:£11 fo11.\ ing thr• Ji·J;!al p1:r11·ers 11.rtd functions characteristic 
"'""'"''·"" r>la..er~ii Ari' not f!\COJl;t1iz1~l M p!ae.es. 

lMl!l'l'l>WJ.tM Jiil4.C&s.---··fo a majority ol in11tancoo, Jw1vovm·, tho 
h"l!C11i,ll~ fw~i11eriht•id Jiu itN of irmurporatt.>d plaee;i 1:1erve to define 
r•nn111•nt1·11.Uo1l1< cl fJ!.•frulMkm. Of the 18,548 places recogni.iecJ 

l.~M' l l'l:MI (':~m~tim, 17, ll R a.re incorporated ae cities towns 
~lib.II."··•, or 1,,mm11:1i~. Tri !'lt>w England, New York, a~1d Wis~ 

~M11·r·v<"r, tnw1tm, a1n~o11gh Hwy may he inc,orporated, aro 
xiilmir i:i-. il 1fo i;,1it>r1% of r•ounlfo!ii And Arf' not considered a.~ places. 
.K:ri11l11.1h, in th1• Si.aw" in 'i\hkh town;;hipl!I pol'l!l{JSS powers and 
f1m1·11•,.•m1 idrcnti<'llJ 'l'lilh thfll/Je of \'illll.ll;e11, the township is not 
d11i ... 1f11«i II.I\ a pl1>1'r•. Alt.l10111<h ~u r1f this type arc not recognized 

as places, their densely settled portions may ~e recognized as 
unincorporated places or as a part of an urban frmge. 

Unincorporated pla.ces.-In addition to incorporated places: the 
1950 Census recognir.es 1,430 unincorporated places .. 'I hese 

• 0 atfid pl!Lces which contain heavy concentrations of 11nmcorp r .. ~ • . · h · 1 
popuLe.tion are recognized as places by virtue of their P yste~ 
rescmhLe.n:e to incorporated places of similar size. To make this 
recognition possible, the Bureau of the Censu~ has ?efined bound­
arie.s for all unincorporated places of 1,000 mhabita":ts or. more 
which lie outside the urban fringes of cities of 50,000 mh~bitants 
or more. Because local practice as to incorporation varies con­
siderably from one part of the country to another, some States 
have very few if anv such unincorporated places and others have 
a great many. Although there are ~!so unincor~orated pla~es 
within the urban fringe it was not feasible to establish boundaries 
for such places, and, tl~erefore, they are not separately identified. 

Urban places.-In the 1950 Census urban places comprise 
incorporated and unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants. or 
more. Because incorporated places of fewer than 2,500 whteh 
lie iu the urban fringe are not recognized as urban places and 
hecauHcl unincorporated places of 2,500 or more are not identified 
in the urban fringe, the total population of urban places is some­
what less than the total urban population. 

FARM POPULATION-RURAL AND URBAN 

The farm population for 1950, as for 1940 and 1930, includes 
all persons living on farms without regard to occupation. In 
determining farm and nonfarm residence in the 1950 Census, 
l1owever, certain special groups were classified otherwise than in 
earlier ce11Ruses. In 1950, persons living on what might have been 
considered farm land were classified as nonfarm if they paid cash 
rent for their homes and yards only. A few persons in institutions, 
summer camps, "motels,'' and tourist camps were classified as 
farm residents in 1940, whereas in 1950 all such persons were 
classified as nonfarm. For the United States as a whole, there is 
evidence from the Current Population Survey that the farm 
population in 1950 would have been about 9 percent larger had 
the 1940 procedure been used. 

In most tables, data by farm residence are presented for t12e 
rural-farm population only, since virtually all of the farm popu­
lation is located in rural areas. Only 1.2 percent of the farm 
population lived in urban areas in 1950. Figures on the urban­
farm population are shown in tables 13, 34, 42, and 50. 

RURAL-NONFARM POPULATION 

Tlw rura!-nonlarm population includes all persons living outside 
urban areas who do not live on farms. In 1940 and earlier, 
persons living in the suburbs of cities constituted a large pro­
portion of the rural-nonfarm population. The effect of the new 
urban-rural definition has been to change the classification of a 
considerable number of such persons to urban. The rural­
nonfarm population is, therefore, somewhat more homogeneous 
than under the old definition. It still comprises, however, persons 
living in a variety of types of residences, such as isolated nonfarm 
homes in the open country, villages and hamlets of fewer than 
2,500 inhabitants, and some of the fringe areas surrounding the 
smaller incorporated places. 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin and Purpose 

It has long been recognized that, for ma.ny types.of social .and 
economic analysis, it is necessary to consider as a unit the entire 
population in and around the city whose activities form an 
intci,rrated social and economic system. Prior to the 1950 Census 
are~s of this type had been defined in somewhat different ways b; 
v~r1011H agencies. I..oading examples were the metropolitan dis­
tncta of the Census of Population, the industrial areas of the 
Census of Manufactures, and the labor market areas of the Bureau 
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of Employment Security. The usefulness of data published for 
any of these areas was limited by this lack of comparability. 

Accordingly, the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with a 
number of other Federal ag,encies, under the leadership of the 
Bureau of the Budget, established the "standard metropolitan 
area" so that a wide variety of st!l.tistical data might be presented 
on a uniform basis. Since counties instead of minor civil divisions 
are used as the basic component of standard metropolitan areas 
except in the New England States, it was felt that many more 
k_fnds of statistics could be compiled for them than for metro­
politan districts. These new areas supersede not only the metro­
politan districts but also the industrial areas and certain other 
simi'lar areas used by other Federal agencies. 

Definitions 

Except in New England, a standard metropolitan area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties which contains at least 
one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more. In addition to the county, 
or counties, containing such a city, or cities, contiguous counties 
are included in a standard metropolitan area if according to certain 
criteria they are essentially metropolitan in character and socially 
and economically integrated with the central city. For a descrip­
tion of the standard metropolitan areas in this State, if any, 
1-=('(I p. x:-.:x. 

Criteria. of metropolitan character.-These criteria relate pri­
marily to the character of the county as a place of work or llS a 
home for concentrations of nonagricultural workers and their 
dependents. Specifically, these criteria. are: 

1. The county must (a) contain 10,000 nonagricultural 
workers, or (b) contain 10 percent of the nonagricultural workers 
working in the standard metropolitan are!l., or (c) have at least 
one-half of its population residing in minor civil divisions with a 
population density of 150 or more per square mile and contiguous 
to the central city. 

2. Nonagricultural workers must constitute at least two­
thirds of the total number of employed persons of the county. 

Criteria of integration.-The criteria of integration relate 
primarily to the extent of economic and social communication 
between the outlying counties and the central county as indicated 
by such items as the following: 

I. Fifteen percent or more of the workers residing in the 
contiguous county work in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

2. Twenty-five percent or more of the persons working in the 
contiguous county reside in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

3. The number of telephone calls per month to the county 
containing the largest city of the standard metropolitan area from 
the contiguous county is four or more times the number of sub­
scribers in the contiguous county. 

Areas in New Engla.nd.-In New England, the city and town 
arc administratively more important than the county, and data 
arc compiled locally for such minor civil divisions. Here towns 
and cities were the units used in defining standard metropolitan 
areas, and some of the criteria set forth above could not be applied. 
In their place, a population density criterion of 150 or more persons 
per square mile, or 100 or more persona per square mile where 
strong integration was evident, has been used. 

Central cities.-Although there may be several cities of 50,000 
or more in a standard metropolitan area, not all are necessarily 
central cities. The largest city in a standard metropolitan area is 
the principal central eity. Any other city of 25,000 or more within 
a standard metropolitan area having a population amounting to 
one-third or more of the population of the principal city is also a 
central city. However, no more than three cities have been defined 
as central cities of any standard metropolitan area. The name of 
every central city is included in the name of the area, with the 
exception that in the case of the New York-Northeastern New 
Jersey Standard Metropolitan Area, "Jersey City" and "Newark" 

are not part of the name. Data for sta.ndard metropolitan areas 
located in two or more States are presented in the report for the 
State containing the principal central city. 

Ditrerence Between Standard Metropolitan Areas and 
Metropolitan Districts 

Since the metropolitan district was built up from minor civil 
divisions and since the standard metropolitan area i~ rnmally 
composed of whole counties, the standard metropolitan area 
ordinarily includes a larger territory than the corresponding met­
ropolitan district. There are, however, cases in which parts of the 
metropolitan district, as defined in 1940, do not fall within any 
standard metropolitan area. It is also true that in a number of 
cases single metropolitan districts of 1940 have been split into two 
standard metropolitan areas. Many metropolit.an districts would 
have been changed, of course, had they been brought up to date 
for 1950. 

In general then, the two kinds of areas are not comparable. 
Since metropolitan districts were defined almost wholly in terms of 
density and standard metropolitan areas include whole counties 
selected on the basis of more complicated criteria, the population 
density of the standard metropolitan areas is conaiderably lower 
on the average and shows more variation from one urea to another. 
Differences between the two types of areas are relatively small in 
New England, and would have been even less had the metropolitan 
districts been brought up to date. 

Dilference Between Standard Metropolitan Areas 
and Urbanized Areas 

The standard metropolitan area can be characterized as the 
metropolitan community as distinguished from both the legal city 
and the physical city. Standard metropolitan areas are larger 
than urbanized areas and in most cases contain an entire urbanized 
area. However, in a few instances, the fact that the boundaries 
of standard metropolitan areas are determined by county lines, 
and those of urbanized areas by the pattern of urban growth, m,eans 
that there are small segments of urbanized areas which lie outside 
standard metropolitan areas. In general then, urbanized areas 
represent the thickly settled urban core of the standard metro­
politan areas, with the exceptions noted above. Because of 
discontinuities in land settlement, there are also some cases in 
which a single standard metropolitan area contains two urbanized 
areas. The lists of urbanized areas and of standard metropolitan 
areas also differ somewhat because the former had to be estab­
lished for cities of 50,000 or more before HJ50, whereas the latter 
were established for cities of 50,000 or more as determined in the 
1950 Census. 

QUALITY OF DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

Data for the smaller areas represent the work of only a few 
enumerators (often only one or two). The misinterpretation by 
an enumerator of the instructions for a particular item may, 
therefore, have an appreciable effect on the statistics for a very 
small community-e. g., places of less than 10,000 inhabitants and 
particularly places of less than 2,500 inhabitants-even though it 
would have a negligible effect upon the figures for a large area. 

MEDIANS 

Medians are presented in connection with the data on age, years 
of school completed, and income which appear in this volume. 
The median is tlie value which divides the distribution into two 
equal parts-one-half of the cases falling below this value and 
one-half of the cases exceeding this value. In the computation of 
medians, cases for which the information was not reported a.re 
omitted. The median income for families and unrelated indi­
viduals is based on the total number reporting, including those 
reporting no income. The median income for persons is based 011 

the distribution of those reporting $1 or more. 
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JlACE AND COLOR 

D1t.f!.l'litio1u1 

oK m1J£' Ii!~ it has l~:n 1m'd by th11 Bureau of the 
di!!\:nvll<d i.roti1 thlilt wbic:t1 i~ (1omrmmly acr:epted by. t~ie 

I:>ubhr H :rl'fi~·eteti ir:1 the ution of le11;i,,I11.tive and judicial 
thll' etitrntrv. It d(11•i; not, therefor<>, rdiect dear-cut 

ti11iwu1~m· r.1 111trn:k, 1rnd "ever11J r:atPfl,Ofiel'l obvioui;\y 
Althm:il!h it !lH:lrn mdnnifie prnei!<ion, it is 

~:J!i'urt,I,~ toward m more !%eit:ntitka!ly acceptable 
produetive, 11:ivn1 the conditio11s 

euum.1"oration~ are ell.rri1•d out. The infornu1-
riu11t1 (~rdiimrily t•ot lifli!ll'l{l on 11. reply to quei>tio11s asked 

th~: e.1,i11merli!tor but rattu:r 11htai1md by uh!>errntion. Errn-
ii1&1trueted t-0 Wik 11. qur:Btion when th1'y were in 

Kx.p••riei;i:;e h~ 1&ht1wn that realloui.bly adequate identi­
'"f th~· lltt'111i<lh~r "rlil.dl!.l" gmup$ i'$ made in art•all where they 

111,re ri:i111t1111·ly but thll.t reprel!entative2l of ;1mch group,; 
he miiilr!A.w11:ifi1id Jn Mea~ whl"rf! th<iy are mrf'. 

O~ler,,"·· Thie t<>,rm "1•t1h1r·' r1,ft,r.fil to the divii;ion of population 
hlt,,o 1.w1:1 ll(fH11JM<,, whitl1' ii.mi 11m1white. The 11;roup designated ai.i 
' · ,,f ;\;1:•11,w1w~. lrnliaw~. Japanr;~e, Cr1im;;it1, and 
otheir oo·uwhit!• Per"im1~ of ~Iexictm hirth or ance~try who 

d1,fl.1HW!y fodiati or of other ncmwhite race were clam,,ified 
11;1i whltt1 iu JHTAl ll!nd HJ40, fn t!i(• 1930 publications, l\foxieans 

mdud'"d in th1• l'roup "Otlrnr ra<•e>1," but the 1930 data 
m"""'""'" h1 ! hi~ f!•J1ilrt h~•nc iwen rei i~Pd t.o inl'!ud« :\IexieanR in 
lb.I'" Wblti' 

l11111gr1D.·-· fo add.itiun to foll-blooded ~Tt•p;;roen., thitR classification 
l!l.!110 iududel'! pl'raon» t1f miu1ri 111thite and !\~'gro p11.rentage and 
pert'lo111 of mill'l'A:! Imforn lllnd ~·egro parentage unie111R the Indian 
hk.1od dtt!finitely pr1;>,«fominateJ1 or uule:!!lil the individual L~ 
1Mte11l}ttm in the eomm1rnity a~ a!J Indian. 

A:m.erieu I11.1Uu. ··-fo addition to full-blooded Indians, persons 
ii1ill.<Mi whiw ai.nd lm:iian hfoud are included in this category if 

thfy i;;r® 111nr1}Hl1!<! on 1:m Indkan rrn11ern.tio11 or a11ency roll. Alsu 
""'"·n$•.mu 11.r«1 pt'l'lli•.lWI of 11d1u.·d Indian blood if the proportion of 
htdia.n blood 11n1';-fourth or more, (ir if they are regarded as 
ln,1ii~m1 wit.hin d11! CK>1n1nunit:\\ Tndi1m11 living in Inrl.ian Territory 
tJf ori re11.•rv111.tion; w~·r~~ Nit includ1.~d in the population u11til l 890. 

Otlaw rMl~l!l.···8t.·p1m:;\,e Mitti!!ticlil are givm in this volume for 
J11ipa.r~)l!li' 1md ('him:l!lli'. 'ft1t) category "All other'' includPs Fili­

Knrean11, !\.11.iatie Jndiion!l, ete. 

Mixed Parentage 

l'i!tnt<f!>lll rif 1nh:.f'd J'.O&:l'Pntl!.11,e are e!11uifit·d aN•tmling to the race 
uf tlv: mnrwhlt~· varent and mixtures of nonwhite races are gen­
•·r111Hy du111hed tJ.eenn:imi\ V1 the race of the father. 

fo liltYfl, for tfo• fi.r!!t tiftll', an attempt WM m.atfo to identify per­
nf rnil(Nl '%hit••, N1~gro, and Indian imr>cMtry living in certain 

in t h1• f'jjJlt.<"f!i [ 'nl t1•1i Staws in a l!pPcial catf~gory so 
xnifiiiht tw indwlP1I lu th1• <"atcgorit1ffl "Othicr rac11s" and "All 

r11till":r t.han h1,·ing danwificd whit1', XPgro, or Indian. This 
wMJ M'r>mopli$hNi with var;yi1112; 1fr>v,rees of surcesl!, 

g,rei1111ii zm• not l'lhown Eiqiarately, biit they are 
o, tlw: ,,.,,,.,,m,;hit1,'' tutaL The comnnrnities in riuestion 

uf hug 11t11nt!in1< i.md :!Jon' luc1>lly rt11111gniu·d by spPcial namrs, 
aMJ K.1~l.c§1HUitll) 1 vr 1 i(·'rol!it~n/) H~foor, 11 And "'Tuniea.." In 

th11re h1>d b>N•n r:onmidnahle variation in the 
d-Afiicatinn tJf ~ud1 penur.~ l1y FAN:. 

AGE 

Definitions 

Tb;;; !Jl.llt' dlJllll11<ifir·a1.ion in haJ11ed ill• th~, age uf the pt·rBon at hie last 
!.iirt.tHlay" M• of t!t11 d1t.•~ of tim.um.·rntion, that is, tlw ag1~ of the 

"'"'""'"''''""" :,tf,an. The: MHmiterator 'Was in~tructed to 
nbtlli!J!I th~ lll!;f!) Uf l'lcrl petmUI) 11.!l of the d.atr: of hi~ \'i8it rather than 
Ml :\t:vrd 1, 1\:Jl'J(), 

Assignment of Unknown Ages 

When the age of a person was noi reported, it was es~imated on 
the baHis of other available information such as marital status, 

8
chool attendance, employment status, age of. other memb~rs of the 

familv, and type of household. Age was estimated by t~1s proce­
dme in the HJ50 Census for 0.19 percent of the population of the 
r 'tPd States This method of assigning unknown ages on the 
!~~~is~ of related information was used for the first time in the 1940 
Census when estimates of age were made for 0.16 percent of the 

1~op;ilation of the United States. In previous censuses,. with the 
£!Xception of 1880, persons of unknown a¥ie were shown m a.~epa­
rate category. The surnmary totals for 14 years ~nd ~ver and 
"21 vears and over" for earlier censuses presented m this volume 
iuclt;de all persons of "unknown age" since there is evidence that 
most of the persons for whom age was not reported were in the age 
classes above these limits. 

Errors in Age Statistics 

A considerable body of evidence exists which indicates that age 
is misreported in several characteristic ways and that certain age 
groups are less completely enumerated than others in ce~suses. 
A comparison of age distributions from the 1950 Census with age 
distributions based on figures from the 1940 Census and brought 
up-to-date from official records of births, deaths, and migration, 
suggestR that this generalization is also true for the 1950 Census. 
Thi~ comparison shows that, for the United States as a whole, 
there appears to be an underenumeration of children under 5 of 
approximately 4.8 percent as compared with about 7.6 percent in 
1940. Males between the ages of 18 and 24 also appear to have 
been relatively underenumerated. Likewise, there appears to be a 
deficit of persons in the age range 55 to 64 years, which, however, 
is more than offset by an excess over the number expected in the 
age group 65 years old and over. 

In addition to errors in the statistics for broad-age groups arising 
from underenumeration and the misstatement of age, there is a 
tendency to report age in multiples of 5. This tendency is apparent 
in statistics for single years of age in which the frequencies for 
single years ending in 0 and 5 are frequently greater than those for 
the two adjoining years. This type of misreporting presumably 
occurR in situations in which the respondent, in the absence of 
specific knowledge as to his exact age or the age of the person for 
whom he is reporting, gives an approximate figure. The returns 
also exaggerate the number of centenarians, particularly among 
nonwhite persons. In general, the degree of inaccuracy in reported 
ages is greater for adults than for children. 

NATIVITY 

In this volume, the population is classified according to place 
<1f birth int<1 two be.sic groups, native and foreign born. A 
person born in the United States or any of its Territories or pos­
sessions is counted as native. Also included as native is the small 
group of persons who, although born in a foreign country or at 
sea, were American citizens by birth because their parents were 
American citizens. Since the Republic of the Philippines was 
established as an independent country in 1946, persons living 
in the United States who had been born in the Philippine Islands 
were classified as foreign born in the 1950 Census whereas in earlier 
censu8es they had been classified as native. The small number of 
persons for whom place of birth was not reported were assumed 
to be native. 

Because of the declining numerical importance of the foreign­
born popiilation, nativity has not been used so extensively for 
cross-clas>1ifications in 1\l5Q as in earlier censuses. Information 
on the nativity and parentage of the white population and country 
of origin of the foreign white stock will be published in a special 
report. The distribution of the separate nonwhite races by nativ­
ity and more detailed data on the foreign-born nonwhite popula­
tion will be presented in a later publication. 
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CITIZENSHIP 

The claRsification of the population by citizenship embraces 
two major categories, citizen and alien. Citizens arc subdivided 
into native and naturalized. It is assumed that all natives are 
citizens of the United States. In adrlition to the citizen and alien 
categories, there is a third group, made up of forcign-bom persons 
for whom no report on citizenship was obtained, designated 
"citizenship not reported." Since it is likely that most of these 
persons are aliens, they arc often included with "alien" in Rnmmary 
figures for total aliens. 

MARITAL STATUS AND MARRIED COUPLES 

Definitions 

Marital status.-In the 1050 Census, data on ma.rital sla.tus arc 
based on replies to ihe qiwstion "Is he now married, widowed, 
divorced, separated, or [has he] never (been] married?" The 
classification refers to the status at the time of enumeration. 
Persons classified as "married" comprise, thernfore, both those 
who hM·e been married only once anrl tho~e who remarried after 
having been widowed or divorced. Persons rnportcd as separated 
or in common-law marriages are classified as married. Those 
reported as never married or with annulled marriages are elas;;ified 
as single. Since i't is probable that some divorced persons are 
reported as single, marrierl, or widowed, the census retmns 
doubdess umlerntate somewhat the actual number of diwJrced 
pernons who have not remarried. 

In some tables, the category "Married" is further divided into 
"Married, spouse present" and "Married, spouse absent." In 
the office processing, this classification was made for a 20-pcrcent 
sample of the data collected. A person is classified as "married, 
spouse present" if the person's husband or wife was reported as a 
member of the household or quasi household in which the person 
was enumerated, even though he or she may have been temporarily 
absent on business or vacation, visiting, in a hospital, cte., at the 
time of the enumeration. The number of married men with 
wife present who are classified as heads of households fa the same 
as the numlwr of wives of heads of households shown in the tables 
on relationship to head of household, except. for differences arising 
from sampling variation or from methods used in processing the 
data. The number shown as not head of household is the same 
as the number of married couples without own household, except 
for differences arising from processing methods used. 

Persons reported as separated are included in the group desig­
nated as "Married, spouse absent." Separated persons include 
those with legal separations, those living apart with intentions of 
obtaining a divorce, and other married persons permanently or 
temporarily estranged from their spouse because of marital 
discord. The group "Other married, spouse absent" includes 
married perwus employed and living {or several months at a 
considerable distance from their homes, those whose spouse was 
absent in the armed forces, in-migrants whose :;;pause remained in 
another area, husbands or wives of inmates of institutions, and 
all other married persons (except those reported as separated) 
whose place of residence was not the same as that of their spouse. 

Differences between the number of married men and the number 
of married women arise from spouses having their usual residences 
in different areas, from differences in the completeness of enumer­
ation of married men and women, and from response and 
processing errors. 

Married couple.-A married couple is defined as a husband and 
his wife enumerated as members of the Harne household or qnasi 
household. AR indicated above, this classification was made for 
a 20-percent sample of the data collected. Married eoupleR are 
classified as "with own household" if the husband is head of the 
household. Other married couples, classified as "without own 
household," may be living in households as relatives of the head 

or as lodger.;; or employeeR, or they may be living in quaRi hou~e­
holds, Huch as large rooming hou;;es or hotels. 

Comparability 

The category ":Separated" was included in the question on 
marital status for the firnt time in l!J50. Previously, the quest.ion 
included the categnrir'.S single, married, widowed, and divorced, 
This chnuge may have ma1le the number of persons reported as 
divorced ::mrwwlw.t ;.:muller in 1\)50 than it would have beeu under 
the earlier procedure. 

In HJ50, as in previous ceususes, marital status WM not reported 
for a small number of persons. For such persons marital status 
was estimnted in 1(150 and UHO on the ba~is of age and the presence 
of i<pouse or children. Becausci of the methods used in Hl50, 
however, some pcrnom; who would have been classified as single 
under the 1 IJ.10 procedure were dassified as "rnarricd, spouse 
absent" or "widowed" in l!l50. 

To obtain the marital status dbtribution of the population 14 
years old and over for lSUO to rnao it has been necessary to assume 
that the small number of per,;m1;; under 15 years old classified as 
married, widowed, divorced, or with marital status not reported 
were 14 years old. 

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY 

Definitions 

Household.-..\ Jwuschold ineludes all the persons who occupy 
a house, an apartment or other group of rooms, or a room, that 
constitutes a dwelling unit. In general, a group of rooms occu­
pied as separate 1i \'ing quarter~ is a dwelling unit if it has separate 
cooking equipment or a separate entrance; a single room occupied 
as separate! Jiying quartPrB is a dwelling unit if it has separate 
cooking equipment or if it constitutes the only living quarters in 
the strncture. _\ hou,;ehold. include:-; the related family members 
allll al,;o the unrelated perAcms, if any, such as lorlgerR, fo~ter 

children, wards, or employees who share the dwelling unit. A 
pcr~on living alone in a dwelling unit or a grollp of unrelated 
persons sharing the same dwelling unit as partncri:; is al'lO counted 
as a household. The count of households excludes groups of 
persons living as members of a quasi household (see below). 

The average population per household is obtained hy dividing 
the population in households by the number of households. It 
excludes persons living in quasi households. 

Quasi household.-A quasi household is a group of pcrsrms 
Ii ving in quarters not classified as a dwelling unit, for example, in 
a houRe with at least five lodgern, or in a hotel, institution, labor 
camp, or military barracks. 

Family.-A family, as defined in the 1950 Census, is a group of 
two or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption and 
living together; all such persons are regarded as members of one 
family. The nutnber of familie~ was determined from the number 
of persons classified as heads of families; this classification was 
made for a 20-pcrcent sample of the data collected. A family 
may comprise persons in either a household or a quaRi household. 
If the son of the head of the household and the son's wife are 
members of the household they are treated as part of the head's 
family. A lodger and l1is wife who are not related to the head 
of the household, or a resident employee and his wife living in, 
are considered as a separate family, however. Thus, a household 
may contain more than oue family. A household head Jiving alone 
or with nonrelatives only is not regarded as a family. Some 
households, therefore, do not contain a family. 

The average 1iopl1lation per family iH obtainer! by dividing the 
population in families by the number of families. In Chapter B, 
the population in families includes, in addition to family members, 
the small number (about 145,000) of unrelated individuals under 
14 years old who had not been tabulated separately at the time 
this report was prepared. 
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trlllfOlliMd ~durJ.-·Unrllllated individuw ar~ ~hose ~WI 
\otb« tl~ll.tl imnatM m in!!titutiofllil) w~o are t~ot n:--mg :with any 
r*tivll!!l1, 'hi the <ilfiee pl'(l()-ing, tlulll ela/ll!!llka.t1on w11o11 ~ 
for a 2<Hlt"r~t 111&1Upll' of th«' data ootlecl.ed. An u~rela · 
bi:d'iviidf!m.i in&y mi (a) a houreho!d head living &lo~e or with ~on-
r<•la.Uv~ (b) a Lod~r or remldent employee with no I'('Jat1ves 
111 the or kl Iii member of a q!Wili houoohold w:w hw 

1~ n;tlat.ive!! :liviflg with him. '!'bu~, a widow who occup:ies her 
m~ ~!:)M or ~Ith oiw or tn<>re perwm1 not ~ted. to her, .a 
~lillil' not relat.ed w 11.[tyone .. 111e Jn the dwellmg umt, ~ mwd 
fh•:it!r@: M a. 1111fmtltlr ~ ~r 1'mployer'11 hcm~hold but. with no 
~,ivM in the ~•hold, a.nd a rellident 11ta.tf member m a hO!l­
i;~tti.1 tiv'if•1J; ll.P&rt from llUIY rela.tivllf! are all Cll'.8tttples of unrelated 
ind! ~'}di1a.l1tL 
~lttii$iW popma.t;A;nl.-- Tbe institutioruu popula.tion inclu~es 
t~ pe~- thing M inrna-tell iu 1meh pla.eelll NI homes for delin-
qi*"nt or ehi.ltlren, bome!ii and ooh0<1ls for ~he men~ly 
(~ h~oo.pped, pl~ providing 1i1peeial1zed medic.al 
l'Ahn>, lu:ii~ ft!r the atetl, pril'!()ll$, and ja.il!i .. 8~ members ~d 
tl!:f'i!r fa~U'illlil ~ iwt included in tbe im;t1tut1onal population. 
fa:ui~ Cl( lnimt.it11tti.o~ a.re m~t e-0nnted all "unrelated indi viduaJ.s," 
1Al'l!f,;lv ~-M.ll'!f' l!ta.til&til"J'I mi "unrelated individuals" are more 
umixl t-0 f'll),~l!11m~;r'!il 1lf data on labor foree .• inoome, and hom1ing 
!!it&tti;tim if tbf'J exehlM Rtlcl1 inrna~. 

1''h!' m11r1ber t~f inimi.ttl!'i of im1titudtlr~ is lihown in the table'! in 
ChA]:1~,s·r B. Jumat&m 14 yOOl'lll old and over are show1'. in certain 
•rmit:•l{iyn1Pt1t l't.atu11 ta.blflll in Cbapter:r! B 11.nd C and m table 90 
on iootrn.e in Chapter C. 

hmt.IJ' st111t~--In W'1e 90, pefl;l(m.s 14 yea!'ll old and over are 
1~ intu th~~ ea~gorlel! family head, wife, or other relative 
Cl( family ~. 11uirel.ated individual, and inmate of institution. 
Tili;i e~•ti~1 dit'l'eni fr(jffi that in tables 58 and 59 which 
p«Wnm to ri;lati1)ublp to hommhold head (~ below). 

Ccnnparabilitr 

lllirk (lll!),'.nB'llJI da.ta,-Min!:!r ehan.gell! in the instruetiom for 
idoo:1ttfvfng dwelling lli:t!itli in 1950 Ml ootnpared with 1940 may 
M;vt1 ~eet,ed w a J!lligl1t extent the incrlml!e in households between 
die tw1:1 da,t~. .Foc l!'umple, in the 1940 Census, the oeeuptmts 
()f 11. k:idging}i«J~ were nigarded o oom;.tituting a quasi ho!lllehold 
M the pla.tllli ii111:llud1&.d 11 or n:1t1re 100~; in the 1950 Census the 
lilrftlflrM:;!ir1 wu n;duii:ied to 5 or more lodgers. As a result of this 
~;p, the munber elf i:iua,si hou11eholds proba.bly doubled in 
mM!y ~. In ~>tlt~ta.l, however, the number of households and 
tbe £1umber <;;f oerupied dwelling unit.!!! in the 1950 Census may be 
N!PNhil'I Ml oom~ahle witr1 the number of "iamiliM," "private 
h~mielrwlrdl!," &nd oeoempiOO dwelling trnit11 11o11 shown in the census 
~'tKfN fM Hlllltl aM 1940. 

bi ti!«l 19&0 Cen11um, the number of households and the number 
;y/ d,;·elling unit~ were identieal by dl.'iinitlon; sma.11 
d~ffl!'mne4lil!l betwl!lm th- numbenl appear in the published reports, 
t1(11W1H"er, !~11.Wlfll thll data for the Population and the Housing 
1'11~ Wel'l'e pro~ in~pendentJy. 

The h~rn1 "'family" 1111 Ul!OO In the HISO C.enslll! ill not comparable 
with thA.t. u11ed by the Bureau of the Census before 1947. The 
~ d!lli!J1Jtk'.>r1 e'telooelll the l&rgt:l number of hou1rehold heM!s with 
ne nlatin;i; 11~1 the h<)IJ!!eb.o!d who would hl!.ve lioon clll.88ified as 
fllUllllXlel!l under the old dclinition. On the other hand, the new 
~itiflml me!~ too 11imm.ll number <if groups of mutually related 
l~'fll or in hotll1eholdl! and of mutually related peraons 
t*l q~l!M'li hr~hokl11 wha would Mt have been c!MSified as families 
ul'lllier tbll! 1~ld d@l!initit:1n. The tiet effect hall been to reduce the 
n1u1ah« of fa;iw1i!i~, 

1111 .-ta.in I;1!i}ub.t.Wn a.nil Ifoulling report!! of the 1940 CenRus, 
ti~ avilll'lliP pop.ul&tkm pt'l'r lmulillh.old inch1ded the relatively small 
nial:l'•l:>tlf 11!f :i:10mi:>fli! livb1i in quai;i houm1ehold!!. Such persons 
W'" t>itfiiudt!d ill ealeulat:ifl,it the AVfmigf! population per house­
h<4ild ~~;wn in the pmwnt volume. 

f th In• sti'tutional population in the 1950 Census 
The oovera.ge o e 0 F · l ... ·1ve than that in the 1940 ensus. or 

is somewhat more me "" · d d · 1950 
l t . ts . tuberculosis sanataria were mclu e m 

examp e, pa ien m . . f t . th 
· l9'n F thermore the identification o cer am o er 

but not m ""· ur ' d 
of inntitutions, such as nursing, convalescent! an rest 

types b bl · proved in 1950 by the use of lists of such homes, was pro a Y Jm . 
places compiled from welfare agencies. 

Cu.rrent Popula.tion Survey.-Estimates of then.umber of house­
holds and of the number of families for the Umted ~tates as a 
whole are published annually from the Current Populatmn Su~vey. 
Th t'mate8 based on this survey for March 1950 were higher 
th; ~h: figu~es obtained from the census in April 1950: Thes.e 
differences may be attributed to such factors as sampling va:1-
ability, methods used in weighting the sample figures,. ~nd dif­
ferences between the interviewers with respect to trammg and 

experience. 

RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Definitions 

Head of household.-One person in each household is designated 
as the "head." The number of heads, therefore, is equal to the 
numbct of households. The head is usually the person regarded 
ll.l'I the head by the members of the household. Married women 
are not classified as heada if their husbands are living with them 
at the time of the census. 

Wife.-The total number of females shown under the heading 
"wife" is ordinarily somewhat less tl1an the total number of 
married women with husband present, since the category "Wife" 
in the relationship tables includes only wives of heads of house­
holds. As indicated in the section on "Marital status," the num­
ber of "wives" is directly comparable with data in the marital 
status tables on the number of married men with wife present who 
are heads of households. Either of these figures may be used to 
indicate the number of "husband-wife households." 

Child.-This category includes sons and daughters, stepchildren, 
and a,doptcd children of the head regardless of their age or marital 
status, It excludes sons-in-law and daughters-in-law and, of 
course, any children of the head no longer living in the household. 

Gra.ndchild.-This category comprises all persons living in the 
household who are sons, daughters, stepchildren, or adopted chil­
dren of a child of the head. 

Pa.rent.-This class comprises both parents and parents-in-law 
of the head if living in the household. 

Other rel&tive.-This group includes such relatives of the head 
a.s sons-in-law, sisters-in-law, nephews, brothers, aunts, grand­
parents, cousins, and great-grandchildren, if these are members of 
the household. 

Lodger.-All persons in households who are not related to the 
head, except resident employees and their families, are counted 
as lodgers. Among these persons are lodgers, roomers, and 
boarders, and tl1eir relatives residing in the same household. Also 
included are partners, foster children, and wards. 

lesident employee.-This category consists of all employees of 
the head of the household who usually reside in the household with 
their employer (mainly cooks, maids, nurses, and hired farm 
hands), and their relatives residing in the same household. In 
1940, relatives of resident employees living in the same household 
were shown as lodgers. 

Hea.d of quasi household.-Heads of quasi households are usu­
ally managers or officers in institutions, hotels, lodginghouses, 
and similar establishments. If the landlady in a rooming house 
reported herself as the head but her husband was a member of 
the quasi household, he was designated as head for consistency 
with the treatment of married heads and wives of heads of house­
holds. The number of heads of quasi households alao represents 
the number of quasi households. 
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RESIDENCE IN 1949 

Definitions 

The data on residence in 1949 were derived from answers to 
several questions asked of a 20-percent sample of persons of all 
ages. The first question was, "Was he living in this same house 
a year ago?" Those persons who were not living in the same house 
were asked, "Was he living in this same county a year ago?" and 
if not, "What county and State was he living in a year ago?" 

Residence in 1949 is the usual place of residence one year prior 
to the date of enumeration. As indicated by the categories of 
table 23, residence in 1949 was used in conjunction with residence 
in 1950 to determine the extent of mobility of the population. 
Persons who had changed residence from 1949 to 1950 were classi­
fied into two groups according to their 1949 residence, viz., "Dif­
ferent house, same county" and "Different county or abroad." 
Residence abroad includes residence in all foreign countries and all 
Territories and possessions of the United States. The group whose 
1949 residence was "Same house as in 1950" includes all persons 
l year old and over who were living in the same house on the date 
of enumeration in 1950 as on the date one year prior to enumera­
tion. Included in this group are persons who had never moved 
during the 12 months as well as persons who had moved but by 
1950 had returned to their 1949 residence. Persons 1 year old 
and over for whom complete and consistent information regarding 
residence in 1949 was not collected, are included in the group 
"Residence not reported." 

The number of persons who were living in dilferent houses in 
1950 and 1949 is somewhat less than the total number of moves 
during the year. Some persons in the same house at the two dates 
had moved during the year but by the time of enumeration had 
returned to their 1949 residence. Other persons made two or more 
progressive moves. Furthermore, persons in a different house in 
the same county may actually have moved between counties during 
the year but by 1950 had returned to the same county of residence 
as that in 1949. 

Comparability 

A similar set of questions on mobility was first asked in the 1940 
Census. These questions, however, applied to residence five years 
earlier rather than one year earlier. 

For the United States as a whole, figures from the Current 
Population Survey of March 1950 on residence in March 1949 and 
figures on this same subject from the 1950 Census as of April 1, 
1950, indicate appreciable differences both in the proportion of 
persons who were living in a different house in 1949 and in 1950 
and in the proportion of migrants, that is, persons who were living 
in a different county in 1949 and 1950. The figures from the 
Current Population Survey indicate a greater extent of total 
mobility (any change of usual residence) than those from the 
census but a relatively smaller extent of migration. These 
differences apparently arise from the somewhat different periods 
covered by the two sets of figures, the different methods used in 
collecting and processing the data, and sampling variability. 
Furthermore, members of the armed forces arc largely excluded 
from the Current Population Survey. 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

Definitions 

The statistics on this subject are based on the respondent's 
answer to the question, "What State (or foreigu country) was he 
born in?" In case questions arose in the interview involving 
changes in international boundaries, the enumerator was instructed 
to decide on the basis of the international boundaries as of April 1, 
1950. In coding and editing, the list of countries used was that 
officially accepted by the United States as of April 1, 1950. 

In view of the numerous changes in boundaries which have 
occurred in Europe in the period of time during which statistics 
on country of birth have been collected by the Bureau of the 

Census, and the fact that many foreign-born persons at any given 
census are likely to report in terms of the boundaries at the time 
of their birth or emigration or in accordance with national prefer­
ences, there may have been considerable departure from the rule 
specified in the instructions. 

Comparability 

In 1940 the classification of the population by country of birth 
was based on the political boundaries of January 1, 1937. The 
corresponding 1()30 data are based on the political boundaries of 
that year, which were, in most respects, identical with those of 
January 1, 1937. 

For the censuses from 1860 to 1900, figures on country of birth 
are Hhown for the total foreign-born population. From 1910 to 
1940, however, this item is presented for the foreign-born white 
only. Although the 1950 statistics on country of bfrth are pre­
sented only for the foreign-born white population in this report, 
subsequent reports will contain information on the country of 
birth of the nonwhite population. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Definitions 

The data on school enrollment were derived from answers to the 
question, "Has he attended school at any time since February 1 ?" 
This question was asked of a 20-peroent sample of persons under 
30 years of age. 

"Regular" schools.-In the instructions to the enumerators, 
enrollment was defined as enrollment in "regular" schools only. 
Such schools are public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, eit,her day or night-that is, 
those schools where enrollment may lead to e.n elementary or high 
school diploma, or to a college, university, or professional school 
degree. Enrollment could be full time or part time. 

If a person was enrolled in such a school subsequent to February 1, 
1950, he was classified as enrolled even if he had not actually 
attended school since that date. For example, he may not have 
attended because of illness. 

If a person was receiving regular instruction at home from a 
tutor and if the instruction was considered comparable to that of 
a regular school or college, the person was counted as enrolled. 
Enrollment in a correspondence course was counted only if the 
course was given by a regular school, such as a university, and the 
person received credit thereby in the regular school system. 

Kindergarten.-Children enrolled in kindergarten were reported 
separately in 1950 and were not counted as enrolled in school. 
The statistics on kindergarten enrollment were tabulated only for 
children 5 and 6 years old. Nursery schools were not regarded as 
kindergartens or schools. 

Schools excluded.-Persons enrolled in vocational, trade, or 
business schools were excluded from the eurollment figures unless 
such schools were graded and considered a part of a regular school 
system. Persons receiving on-the-job training in connection with 
their work were not counted as enrolled in school. Persons 
enrolled in correspondence courses other than those described 
above were not counted as enrolled in school. 

Editing of 1950 Data 

In 1950, as in prior censuses, persons for whom there was no 
report as to school enrollment are not shown separately. In both 
1940 and 1950, the editing rules were determined largely on the 
basis of information on ages of compulsory attendance as compiled 
by the U. S. Office of Education. Additional information used 
included other items on the schedule and results of Current Popula­
tion Surveys showing the enrollment rates for various age groups. 
In general, persons 5 through 17 years of age not reporting on 
school enrollment were treated a.s enrolled, whereas those 18 
through 29 years old were considered not enrolled. 
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"''lilr, Bl-1~1 l\t50, the April llll\O fii;urt'S may be properly 
Pf1mpa~·1I with !ht"'" for Or-li•l>f•r 194~1 only if !!\Ollie allowance iH 

1:1utdlf' la) for tl1rn"' Jit'l'NJ!b who 1t1t !'iehool hetw11cn October Hl4!l 
&wi>d Jl'~ihru.a"ry Hlf.0, 1•ither by drnppillii: out or graduation; and (b) 
for th1- wtH) e11t.f'r1\d ;.eh1.1>nl aftt;r October. 

I"1Jr vnm•ii!f'r 1·hi!flrn1, 11arti1·ul&rly tru1i;1• 5 and 6 yf'ftl'fi old, a 
ro111plil.r'1M1nn nf Dt·t.otlt'I' and April enrollr111•nts i~ rni~leading. Many 

or~rJ1),le 1md1>r the• pilicy nf rl<:'rmitting childrl'fl to 
~tart flw fir,.! 11:r&de on!.~· if thf'Y hlWf~ attalnPd a rertain age hy the 
!i<•"frmin.g of thf' i.r·hor>! ~m.!J.r. Thill r!'fjnirPment. maxirnizeH enroll­
mnit~ for th1•~f' air,•·~. ir1 th~ fall, when~ by April many children 
l&&n attl!.ilwd th•• ginn a,i:» h11t art' not y1•t enrolled. 

~ta ~0111. l!ieho1>l ayl!lt11tn:111."-"·Dat11 on 1whoul enrullrnn1t arc also 
•'olW>1·u·rl 1u1d p11hliHh~·d by F1\df'ral, fltAtf', and lm~al govPrumcnt.al 

Thr·"''' data ar'' ohtain1-d from rf'fliirfs of RChPo! ~y~temB 
tr1%t!I nf bill;h«r !~':.II.min~ and are only roughly romparable 
I h•' 1"11rollmt•11t d11t1t enlleetl'd b~· tJ1p Burf'lill of the Ccmsui; by 

~rtw et>11~u'' t•1.1mllmf'nt figureR ti:~nd to be 
!Jt1.r11:d v h1cr~i11s•w• tbf'Y ri•for to ~hort1•r tinw flf'riod~ anri count 

1J11h althrn11i:h hP rnay 11.1tn1ri more than one Rclwol 
n•1><1rti.11;11; f*'fi1.•11. 

YEAR Of SCHOOL IN WHICH ENROLLED AND 
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED 

Dd11iticrn11 

Y"ill.r of ~.clm11l ill '' hich euri,Jled were derived from 
f,,, ti"' ~\rr.t of tlw foHowiuk( two q111'l'tiun~, and thoRe on 

1··om111'·t•'<I fr, ill! !Ill·· r'omhiuatitm <J! answer~ to both 
l~!i ·· \\ L111 ih lhf' high;;"t 11ra.!1~ of l"d1ool that he hM 

at r~·11.ll•'<l~' · and ( /., '' Jlid be ffnhh this 11:rn1fo?" 'l'hr;;1P questions 
"!'•ff 1»,J,«•d 1•f 11 ~ll·1>€1tef'11t ~amplP of J*"l'Suns of all age;;. 

t . 0 educational attainment applied only to 
The ques 10ns n · "8 h 1 

· " Jar" schools as defined in the sect10n on c oo progress m regu · • 
enrollment." 

· d f school attended.-The question called for the 
Highest gra e o " . l" " t d" 

highest grade attended, regardless of sk1ppec o.r repea e 
grades, rather than the number of full school years which the person 

had spent in school. 
In some areas in the United States, the school system has, or 

-· •<l l 7 vears of elementary school rather than the more u"e to 1ave, . bTt h 
conventional g yearn. For the sake of compara I 1 y, persons w o 
had progresRed beyond a 7-year elementary school system were 

t . t d s thou"h thev had progressed beyond the. usual 8-year 
rea e a: "' • 1 t d · t th · sytitem. Junior high school grades were trans a e m o e1r 

elementary or high school equivalents. 
In the case of persons whose highest grade of attendance was in a 

foreign ~chool synt.ern, the enumerator was ~nstructed to obtain th.e 
approximate equivalent grade in the American school system or, 1f 
that were too difficult to determine, the number of years the person 
had attended school. Persons whose highest level of attendance 
was in an ungraded school were treated in similar fashion. Persons 
whose highe~t level of training was by a tutor and whose training 
was regarded as qualifying under the "regular" school definition 
were also given the approximate equivalent in the regular school 
svstem. 
• Completion of highest grade,-The second question on educa­

tional attainment was to be answered "Yes" if the person had 
completed the full grade. If the person was still attending school 
in that grade, had completed only a half grade, or had dropped out 
of or faller! to pass the last grade attended, the required answer 
was "No." In the case of persons who failed to report on comple­
tion of the grade, those classified as enrolled were assumed not to 
have finished and those not enrolled were assumed to have finished. 

Comparability 

Year of school in which enrolled and years of school completed.­
In the present volume, the year of school in which enrolled is shown 
for enrolled persons 5 to 29 years old, and the years of school com­
plc>ted are shown for all persons 5 years old and over. 

For 1950, statistics on educational attainment for persons en­
rolled in school arc shown in terms of the school year in which they 
were enrolled, whereas in the 1940 reports statistics were shown in 
terms of the highest grade they had completed, The present pro­
cedure was adopted because it provides statistics in a form that 
should be generally more useful to those interested in school 
Rystems. 

Generally, for personR enrolled in school the grade in which they 
were enrolled is one grade higher than the highest grade completed. 
Data from a preliminary sample of the 1950 Census, however, 
indicate that, by the time of the census enumeration, about 15 
percent of the "enrolled" population 5 to 29 years old had com­
pleted the same grade in which they had been enrolled. This 
apparent contradiction occurs because the question on enrollment 
referred to "any time since February 1" whereas the completion 
question referred to the date of enumeration. Thus, highest grades 
of school completed for the enrolled population obtained by sub­
tracting one grade from the grade in which enrolled must be con­
~idered only approximately correct. 

The 1940 C(msus reports included data on highest grade of school 
completed for the population 5 to 24 years old not enrolled in 
school. As a result of the facts noted above, similar data for 1950 
could only be approximated. Two steps would be involved: First, 
one grade Rhould be deducted from the grade in which enrolled 
(aR given in table 63) in order to approximate the highest grade 
completed for persons enrolled in school; second, the number of 
enrolled persons who have completed a given grade should be sub­
tracted from the total number of persons who have completed the 
gradn (aH given in table 64). 

Quality of 1940 and 1950 data.-In 1940 a single question was 
a8ked on highest grade of school completed. Previous censuses 
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had included one or more inquiries on illiteracy but none on 
educational attainment. 

Analysis of the data from the 1940 Census and from survevs 
conducted by the Bureau of the Census using the 1940 type ·of 
question indicated that respondents frequently reported the year 
or grade in which they were enrolled, or had last been enrolled, 
instead of the one completed. The 1950 questions were designed 
to reduce this kind of error. 

Data from a preliminary sample of the 1950 Census for persons of 
elementary and high school ages show larger proportions in 1950 
than in 1940 in both the modal grade and the next lower grade for 
a particular age, and smaller proportions in each of the first two 
grades above the mode. It seems reasonable to assume that, as a 
result of the change in questionnaire design, there was also rela­
tively less exaggeration in educational attainment in 1950 than in 
1940, even for older persons. 

Median School Years 

Median educaLional attainment (i. e., either median year of 
school in which enrolled or median school yea.rs completed) iB 
expressed in terms of a continuous series of numbers. For example, 
the fourth year of high school is indicated by 12 and the first year 
of college by 13. For the sake of comparability, the first year of 
high school is uniformly represented by 9, although, as previously 
noted, there are some areas with only 7 years of elementary 
school. 

The procedure used in both 1950 aud 1940 for caleulatiug the 
median years of school completed makes allowance for the fact that 
many persons reported as having completed a. given full school 
year have also completed part of the next higher grade. It is 
assumed, for example, that persons who reported six full years of 
school completed had actually completed 6.5 grades. At the time 
of enumeration, persons enrolled in sehool had probably completed 
somewhat more than one-half grade beyond their last full year, on 
the average, whereas persons who had left school had probably 
completed less than one-half year beyond their last full year, on the 
average. A similar procedure was followed in the computation of 
the median school year in which enrolled. 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Definitions 

Census week.-The 1950 data on employment status pertain to 
the calendar week preceding the enumerator's visit. Thia week, 
defined as the "census week," is not the same for all respondents, 
because not all persons were enumerated during the same week. 
The majority of the population was enumerated during the first 
half of April. The 1940 data refer to a fixed week for all persons, 
March 24 to 30, 1940, regardless of the date of enumeration. 

Employed.-Employed persons comprise all civilians 14 yea.rs 
old and over who, during the census week, were either (a) "at 
work"-those who did any work for pay or profit, or worked 
without pay for 15 hours or more on a. family farm or in a family 
business; or (b) "with a job but not at work"-those who did not 
work and were not looking for work but had a job or business from 
which they were temporarily absent because of vacation, illness, 
industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff with definite instructions 
to return to work within 30 dayf' of layoff. Also included as 
"with a job" are persons who had new jobs to which they were 
scheduled to report within 30 days. 

Unemployed.-Persons 14 years old and over are classified &s 

unemployed if they were not at work during the census week but 
were either looking for work or would have been looking for work 
except that (a) they were temporarily ill, (b) they expected to 
Peturn to a job from which they had been laid off for an indefinite 
period, or (c) they believed no work was available in their com­
munity or in their line of work. Since no specific questions 
identifying persons in these la.st three groups were included on the 
census schedule, it is likely that some persons in these groups were 
not returned by the census enumerators as unemployed. Unem-

ployed persoll1! are separated in some tables into new workers and 
experienced workers. When information on the schedule was 
insufficient for this distinction to be ma.de, the unemployed person 
was classified as an experienced worker, since the great majority 
of persons seeking work have had previous work experience. 

Labor force.-The labor force includes a.11 persons classified as 
employed or unemployed, as described above, and also members 
of the armed forces (persons on active duty with the United States 
Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). The 
"civilian labor force" comprises the employed and unemployed 
components of the labor force. The "experienced labor force" 
consists of the armed forces, employed workers, and the unem­
ployed with previous work experience. The "experienced civilian 
labor force" comprises the two latter groups. 

Not in labor force.-Pcrsons not in the labor force comprise all 
civilians 14 yearA of age and over who are not classified as employed 
or unemployed, including persons doing only incidental unpaid 
family work (less than 15 hours during the census week). Per· 
sons not in the labor force are further classified in this report into 
the following cat-0gories: 

1. Keeping hou8e.-Persons primarily occupied with their 
own home housework. 

2. Unable to work.-Persons who cannot work because of a 
long-term physical or mental illneM or disability. There is some 
evidence, however, that some persons were reported as "unable to 
work" who were only temporarily ill or who, although elderly, 
"'ere not permanently disabled. 

3. I nmatea of inatitutions.-Persons, other than staff rnembers 
and their families, living in institutions. (See definition of insti­
tutional population on page xviii.) Staff members of institutions 
and their families are classified into employment status categories 
on the same basis as are persons living outside of institutions. 

4. Other and not reported.-Persons in this general category 
include the following two groups which were combined for the 
purpose of this report: 

a. Persons not in the labor force other than those keeping 
house, unable to work, or in institutions. This group includes 
students, the retired, those too old to work, the voluntarily 
idle, and seasonal workers for whom the census week fell in 
an "off" season and who were not reported as unemployed. 

b. Persons for whom inforJIJB.tion on employment status 
was not reported. Although the number of persons classified 
as "not reported" was not tabulated separately for this re­
port, it is estirna.ted on the basis of preliminary data that the 
number in this group is approximately 1.2 million for the 
United States as a whole, or about 1 percent of the total 
United States population 14 years old and over. An.alysla 
of the characteristics (sex, age, color, marital status, school 
enrollment, and urban-rural residence) of persons in this 
group suggests that approximately half a million might have 
been added to the labor force had the necessary information 
been obtained. There may be considerable variation from 
State to State, however, in the proportion of persons classified 
as "not reported" and, within this group, in the number who 
might ha.\•e been labor force members. Persons included In 
the "Other and not reported" category are further classified 
by age in this volume in order to indicate the approximate 
number in this group who were probably students and the 
number who were probably retired or too old to work. It is 
estimated that, for the United States as a. whole, approximately 
90 percent of the persons in this category who were 14 to 19 
yea.rs old were enrolled in school. 

Basis for Classification 

The employment status classification is based primarily on a 
series of interrelated "sorter" questions designed to identify, in 
this sequence: (a) Persons who worked at all during the census 
week; (b) those who did not work but were looking for work; and 
(c} those who neither worked nor looked for work but had a job 
or business from which they were temporarily absent. The four 
questions used for this purpose are described below: 

1. "lVhat wa& thu person doing nwst of lad week-working, 
keeping home, 01' something el&e1" This question was designed to 
classify persons according to their major activity &nd t-0 identify 
the large number of full-time workers. Persons unable to work 
at all because of physical or mental disabilities were also identified 
here. 

2. "Did thia p~aon do any work at aU l1Ut week, not counting 
WOTk around IM! ho1Ue1" This question was asked of all persons 
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Comp11n1b!liir 

~ .,,11 ga.l::n:fll:l W'Orkws.--The data 011 the labor force for 
Ii~ a;nd 19:00 are not exaetl}• comparable with the statistics for 
p1dlll worken pr~Jc1Wd in this report for 1920 and 1930 beeamm 
~ diff~~ irJ d~.finl:tiori, "Gainful wnrker11" were pernons 
rap1:ri&:l 11$ havll'lg a gainlu.l oecup&tion, th8:t is, an oc?upati_on 
l:!!I w~b they fW\'1ed mt;:iwy vr a money f.ICJIJlvalent, or m which 
thev AWted im the pnKiuction of marktif.a.blc 11;ood11, regardless 
11J1 ~heU:;er tMy w€'T'e W<1tklng or ~king work .at the time of the 
oo~ll!J- A p<;mon wu not coJ1fl!idl!!'i"<I to have hNl a ga.uiful 
ooe1~J)fl;ti<m ll hi!!! work a.ctlvity wa.11 of Jimitt-d extent. In contrast, 
t'M llil.bl!I" foret! iw defined oo the bal!J.~ of Aetivity during the census 
we11tk onlv and ir~eludeii all Jlf"N'lf:Ylll! who were employed, unem­
pktyed, ~r in the a.rrood fon'!lfil in that week. Certain cl&11ses of 
~!II!, .1rueh M retired vtorlwr11, !lOme inmat,e~ of imrtitut~onH, 
l'M@Btly ttM:lll.!14\CftAted worken, 11.llll ll!lUOrml vrnrkerH neither 
Wtl'!'ldng nt:ir -kinft wo,rk at the tirne of the Cf.•r11111~, Wf're frequently 
ine!t.11:led an:10I1g ~rl:ful workers; but, in genera.I, 1rnch r:ier!'ons are 
111~ ir;eh:1ded: in tfill la.hor force. On the other hand, the census 
iM}~ in t,fill la.her farcti for l IMO and I 950 pet'1il()ns !'(•eking work 
wft,iilJl'llt, pmvk~u111 wMk !!<l!:perii;nee, thll.t i!!I, MW workers. At the 
ti!IU of t,N> I~ arid 1 tlitO CensUN,'1'! sueh new workersw<ire probably, 
for t,he m1:mt ~. not reported a.Ii\ gainful workel'!l. 

In rm, 11111' ('t''.fii!U~ date Wll.~ .Tanuary 1, wherea~ in 1930, 1940 
ud l ttOO lt w·u April I. Fifi!' thfa a,dditionll.l re11.11on, the number of 
pinf1il w1)rker~ l'efKJrt,!l<l for 1920, e!!<peeially in agricultural area.•, 
l'.1111111} riot bl'! alt,o~thw oompa.ra.bll! w·ith the sta.t,i~tlcli for lain 
;;11>Mm 

IMO Ceimnu.-- During the pl~riod 1940 to Hl50, various diauges 
w~ hi too (j l~l'c!ltitiunairt)ll and ir1 jutnvfowing tecli­
nlqiili'lll, t~Btl!:rlfNl to drt,airi a more t1t1a.rl~· Mrnplete count of the 
liat.or f1.>ree>.2 Although t.he rha.n~i in qm•stJcmnaire design wm·e 
hi.r•ol'j>itrated into the l !J5() CeMU.H BCht.>dul<• awl intPr\'ir;win11: 
f,rdmiqr.!li1li' 11H"TI~ i!!ttn>M~! in training, thf' quality of the Hl50 
l'lt-11.ti ti0ll d{~ll not 1111pear to !utvl' tmen. much imiirow;d relative to 
t.}U1,f W40 by t.b~;tllf!' m;~a~umm. 

'Tb<!Ei l 'J-44 r.b.tA for emplo.1 t•d rw·:rM(ltl~ in thiR volume vary in 
e~-· "' f!'or11 too fi1!1:m~ origin!l.!ly puhlihhed in the JlHOreports. 

Th~· 1i'f>r11pr111,u: l !:140 ~ure11 f<>r ttw !!mp!oyNl 8hown in tlw present 
Hp(>!'t ha1 l"™!f>I adjt1~t.1•d to exdt1rfo the c~timated rrninber !Jf 
~1 in tbl' .;1f:iii~i forcm1 at that time. Thii; was rlonc to JJ.chforn 

·~ith the" 11150 emplu.11•d total wliirh iH limiter! to 

C~.nrm H>1>i'l•tin11 Rermrts, "I..atm Fon"· F.mplo)'• 
f't 1'!\ Uw t'r1Jtt«l'l i-lhitNi;, 1941!1.o l&.tfi/' Nt·rl1•fll 11~·50, Nn. 2, 

Sui.tistics for persons on public emerg~ncy work in 1940 wb ere 

d t 1 . but in this report they have een 
originally puhlishc separa e y, k" k in the figures on 
combined with those for persons see mg wor 

unemployed for 1940. . . . . 
p ul t' n Survey-The estimated size of the mv1han 

C~ent . opth a ~~nited States based on the Current Population 
ISabor o:i:e ibn ute5 percent above the corresponding figure from 

urvey is a o f th d" 
th 1950 Census. An investigation of the reason or e JS-

e ' · b · nducted Examination of the census ret\lrns 
crepancv is emg co . " . I d d . th C nt 

sa~ le of households that were also me u e m e u~re 
~?~p:lati! Survey for April 1950 indicates that although d1n:er­
ences of all kinds were found, on balance, .the C~rrent Population 

S ators Who are much more experienced than were 
urvey enumer ' 1 t 1 th 

the temporary census enumerators, reported more comp e e Y e 
employment or unemployment of teen-age;s a~d of women 25 years 
old and over. This difference is reflected m lugher labor force par­
ticipation rates ancl unemployment rates for t?os.e grou~s and a 
more accurate reporting of persons emp~oyed m mdustrie~, such 
as agriculture, trade, and personal servwes, where part-time or 
occasional work is widely prevalent. These a;e the groups for 
whom variability in response is relatively great m labo; ~orce sur­
veya. On the other hand, the d!fferenees were at a m1,?1mu~ f~~ 
men and young women-the maJor components of the foll-time 

labor force. 
It may be estimated on the basis of this analysis that perhap_s 

3 percent of the total population 14 years old and o.ver m A~rJI 
1!150 were actually in the labor force but were classified .outside 
the labor force in the census returns. This percentage will vary 
from State to State and between one population group and 
anotlier. For example, misclassification was somewhat greater 
for nonwhite than for white persons. 

Other da.ta.-Because the 1950 Census employment data were 
obtained by household interview, they differ from statistics based 
on reports from individual business establishments, farm enter­
prises, and certain government programs. The data based on 
household interviews provide information about the work status 
of the whole population, without duplication. Persons employed 
at more than one job are counted only once as employed and are 
classified according to the job at which they worked the greatest 
number of hours during the census week. In statistics based on 
reports from business and farm establishments, on the other hand, 
persons who work for more than one establishment may be counted 
more than once. Moreover, other data, unlike those presented 
here, genera.Uy exclude private household workers, unpaid family 
workers, and self-employed persons, and may include workers less 
than 14 yea.rs of age. An additional difference arises from the 
fa.ct that persons with a job but not at work are included with the 
employed in the statistics shown here, whereas only part of this 
group is likely to be included in employment figures based on 
establishment payroll reports. Furthermore, the household re­
ports include persons on the basis of their place of residence 
regardless of where they work, whereas establishment reports 
relate persons to their place of work regardless of where they live; 
the two types of data may not be comparable for areas where n. 
significant number of workers commute to or from other areas. 

For a number of reasons, the unemployment figures of the 
Bureau of the Census arc not directly comparable with the pub­
lished figures for unemployment compensation claims or claims 
for veterans' readjustment allowances. Certain persons such as 
private household and government workers are generally not 
eligible for unemployment compensation. Further, the place 
where claims are filed may not nccessarif'y be the same as the 
place of residence of the unemployed worker. In addition, the 
qualifications for drawing unemployment compensation differ 
from the definition of unemployment used by the Census Bureau. 
For example, perRons working only a few hours during the week 
and persons with a job hut not at work are sometimes eligible for 
unemployment compensation but are classified by the Census 
Bureau as employed. 
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HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

The data on hours worked were derived from answers to the 
question "How many hours did he work last week?" ssked of 
persons who reported they had worked during the week prior to 
their enumeration. The statistics refer to the number of hours 
actually worked during the census week and not necessarily to 
the number usually worked or the scheduled number of hours. 
For persons working at more than one job, the figures relate to the 
combined number of hours worked at all jobs during the week. 
The data on hours worked presented in Chapter C provide a broad 
classification of young employed persons into full-time and part­
time workers. The proportion of perso'ns who worked only a 
small number of hours is probably understated because such 
persons were omitted from the labor force count more frequently 
than were full-time workers. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Definitions 

The statistics on weeks worked are based on replies to the 
question, "Last year, in how many weeks did this person do any 
work at all, not counting work around the house?" This question 
was asked of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 years old and over. 
The data pertain to the number of different weeks during 1949 in 
which a. person did any work for pay or profit (including paid 
vacations and sick leave) or worked without pay on a family farm 
or in a. family business. Weeks of active service in the armed 
forces are also included. It is probable that the number of persons 
who worked in 1949 is understated, because there is some tendency 
for respondents to forget intermittent or short periods of 
employment. 

Comparability 

In 1950, no distinction was made between a part-time and a full­
time workweek, whereas in 1940 the enumerator was instructed 
to convert part-time work to equivalent full-time weeks. A full­
time week wa.s defined as the number of hours locally regarded as 
full time for the given occupation and industry. Further differ­
ences arc that, in the 1940 reports, the data were shown for wage 
and salary workers only and were published in terms of months 
rather than weeks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In the 1950 Census of Population, information on occupation, 
industry, and class of worker was collected for persons in the 
experienced civilian labor force. All three items related to one 
specific job held by the person. For an employed person, the 
information referred to the job he held during the census week. 
If he was employed at two or more jobs, the job at which he 
worked the greatest number of hours during the census week was 
reporter! For an experienced unemployed person, the informa­
tion re.cared to the last job he had held. 

The classification systems used for the occupation and industry 
data in the 1950 Census of Population are described below. These 
systems were developed in consultation with many individuals, 
private organizations, and government agencies, and, in particular, 
the Joint Committee on Occupational Classification (sponsored by 
the American Statistical Association and the United States Bureau 
of the Budget). 

Occupation 

The occupation information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of work was he doing?" 

Classification system.-The occupational classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population is organized into 12 
major groups, which form the basis for the occupation data in 
Chapter B of this volume. The system consists of 469 items, 
270 of which are specific occupation categories; the remainder are 
subgroupings (mainly on the basis of industry) of 13 of the occu-

pation categories. For the detailed occupation tables in Chapter C, 
certain of the categories were combined, and the detailed occupa­
tion list used here consists of 446 items (tables 73 and 74). The 
composition of each of the detailed categories is shown in the 
publication, U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, 
Classified Index of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

In the presentation of occupation data for cities of 50,000 to 
100,000 in Chapter C, as well as in the cross-classifications of 
occupation by urban-rural residence, age, race, class of worker, 
and income, intermediate occupational classifications of 158 items 
for males and 67 items for females have been used (tables 75 to 
78). These intermediate classifications represent selections and 
combinations of the items in the detailed system. A listing of 
the relationships between the two levels of cla.<>sification can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Wash­
ington 25, D. G. This listing will also appear in the United States 
summary part of Volume II. 

In the separation of "Managers, officials, and proprietors 
(n.e.c.)" by class of worker into salaried a.nd self-employed com­
ponents, the small number of unpaid family workers in this oc­
cupation is included in the self-employed component. Since the 
data. presented in the occupation tables refer only to civilians, 
the category "Members of the armed forces" shown in table 73 
is limited to experienced unemployed persons whose last job was 
as a member of the armed forces. 

Rela.tion to DOT clasBi1ication.-The occupational classification 
of the Population Census is generally comparable with the system 
used in the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (DOT).1 The two 
systems, however, are designed to meet different needs and to be 
used under different circumstances. The DOT system is designed 
primarily for employment service needs, such as placement and 
counseling, and is ordinarily used to classify very detailed occu­
pational information obtained in an int.erview with the worker 
himself. The census system, on the other hand, is designed for 
statistical purposes and is ordinarily used in the classification of 
limited occupational descriptions obtained in an interview with 
a member of the worker's family. As a result, the DOT system 
is much more detailed than the census system; and it also calls 
for many types of distinctions which cannot be made from census 
information. 

Industry 

The industry information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of business or industry was 
he working in?" 

Classification system.-The industrial classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population consists of 148 
categories, organized into 13 major groups. For the detailed 
industry tables in Chapter C of this volume, a few of the categories 
were combined, and the detailed industry list used here consists 
of 146 categories (tables 79 and 80). The composition of each 
of the detailed categories is shown in the publication, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, Classified Ind~ 
of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 1950. 

Although certain of the industry data in Chapter B are limited 
to the 13 major groups, most of the industry data in Chapter B 
are based on a condensed classification of 41 groups. Further­
more, in Chapter C, an intermediate classification of 77 categories 
has been used in the presentation of industry data for cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, a.s well a.~ in the cross-classifications of industry 
by age, race, class of worker, major occupation group, weeks 
worked, and income (tables 81 to 86). Both the 41-item and 
77-item classifications represent selections and combinations of 
the categories in the detailed system. The relationships among 
these three levels of classification are shown in list A. 

1 See U. B. Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Security, Didlonarv of 
Qecupallonal TUlu, Seoond Edltlon, Vols. I and II, WBSblngton, D. C., HMO. 
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Ll~t A. ··iELA TIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 

Detailed classl/Jrotlon-148 items 

. . . . . . . . .. . . . .•. Agriculture (01, 07 ere. 0713). 

{
For<>,,,try (OB). 

· · · · · · · · · · • · • · Fisheries (09) • 

. . . :r
1 
::~1:1r~i::,_~l;_,urn aiifoatural g,.g· extniiifrin . : : : : : : : : : : g~~~i!:i~I~~~ 1:k1 natural gas extraction (13). 

fMetal mining (10). 
) . ~.UuJng 11nd <i<>Mry!nr, ~x()l>fit lueL - .... ,. ·· . -· · · ..... · •· .NonmetaJl!c mining and quarrying, except !uel (14). 

: C•>'1Wtrndinn ............................................. Construction (15-17). 
1

1~:J;tfii. i;ia:iilrir ·n:;1ll5: iii.ii mi ii work .. ::: k:'~iI:lfis'.Win.1ng mills, and mm work (242, 243). 
· Ml-lll!JJ&n11n wmm pri><lucta... .......... Miscellaneous wood products (244, 249). 

F"1m1iture !Uld fixture!!. . . •. .. . .. F:imlture and fixtures (25). 

! Pri!lilV)' lrnn and •tool ind1mtri"1l 
) Prhn-My .rmn~rrous indu.strinl 

J!llast fumnces, steel works, and rolling mills (331 ). 
1

1 Oth~r primary iron and steel Industries (332, 330 I). 
. . . Primary nonferrona Industries (333-336, 3392 •, 3<!99 t). 

lrFabticattid steel products (19 exc. 1114, 341-343, 344 exc. 3444, 346•, 
34R•, 3491-3495). 

J!l"br!.,,W"1 !Ilt1tal Jndustrl!1!l llnrl. not Sf1t•elflr>rl metall ... 1 [Fahrlcatednonferrous metal products (3444, 3463 •, 347, 3489 '· :1496, 3497, 
34:MJ). 

Not specified metal Industries.' 

f 
~<"~t prrJilnrtw ., 

! 'J~k,.ry !~OdllrtN. 

i I, Oth@r fo·nd indm1ttiN1 

i 

JAr.rlcultural machinery and tractors (352). 
.. Office and store machines and tle'l'lces (357). 

IMlsC1Jl!aneous machinery (351, 35.1-356, 358, 350). 

EloctrlcaJ machinery, equipment, and supplies (36). 

Motor 'l'cblcles and motor vehicle equipment (371). 

Aircraft and parts (372), 
Shin and boat building and repairing (373). 
Railroad and miscellaneous transportation equipment (374, 375, 370). 

mass and glass products (321-323). 

{

Cement, and concrete, gypsum, and plaster products (324, 327) • 
• ~tmctural clay products (325). 
Pottery and related products (326). 
Mlscellnneous nonmetallic mineral and stone products (328 320) 

{

Pro!cssionnl.equipment and supplies (104, 381-385). ' · 
Plwtograpluc equipment and supplies (386). 

"· ~~~- ~ · · -- .. · ... · · · ~ ---- W~tthes, clocks, nnd clockwork-operated devicCR (387). 
M1scellanMus manufacturing Industries (30). 

. -··--··-··-··-··········· Meat products (201). 

. ··----···-· ········-· ... Bakery products (205). 

I
Dairy products (202). 
Cnnnlng and preserving fruits, vegetables, and sen foods (203). 
Groin-mill products (0713 204) • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Confectionery and related nroducts (207). 
Beverage industries (208). 
Miscellaneous food Preparations and kindred products (2Qtl 200\ 
Not specified food industries.' ' · • 

'J F miw1u mill$ . Knitting mills (225) 
: i 1irr1, tlirowl, and f,1hr!rin1IJ, .. _ . • . .. .. Yarn, thread, and fahric mills (221-224). 

I 
111hN u•xt1J,, mill prod.nets {cf~yeln~ and llnishlng textiles, except knit goods (226). 

. . . . . --. -. --_ -_ . . . . arpPt.s, rugs, and other floor coverings (227). 
Miscellaneous textile mill products (228, 229). 

• Arir...,.H anrl other fabricated textile prOtlncts ·-···· {Af!pareJ and accessories (23 exc. 239). 

I ·-· ·· l\facellaneous fabricnted textile products (239), 
l'tlr<tlng, r>Uhlrnhing, Bnd nllled iudustrins I' t ti l ll h' 

/ ' · · · ·· · • - · · · - · · · r n Og,Jm J s mg, and illJJod industries (27). 

I f 
Syn the.tie fibers (2825) 

Ch;m1it•"11; nnd ru!itJil product,, . Dr!1gs and medicines (283). 
··-···--················ 1P11.mts, varnishes, and related products (285). 

Paper and allied products 

Mis~~DJ~us chemicals and allied products (281, 282 exc. 2825, 284, 

. Tobacco manufactures (21). 

f 
Pulp, paper, and paperboard mills (261). 
Paperhonrd containers and boxes (26'1) 
Miseelianeous paper and pulp products (264-266 269) 

(Petroleum refining (2fll) ' • I
'l' nl>!Wtm manu!i.rtures . . 

I
I l'ftrowum imd coal I>rvd nets 

ftuhtwir proont•tm 
Fe10twear,rx~~i1truht1ei:: .. " · ···-- -·····---· 

lMiscellaneous petroleum and coal products (29 exc 201) 
Hub brr products (30) • • 
Pootwear, except rubber (313 314). l.i1atber ~nd leather flrotlurt,, Hreiit f;>~tw~;~:·.: .. - ... 

{Leather; tanned, curried and finished (311) 
Leather products, except' footwear (312, 31:;..311, 310). 

f.:<i! •I•Win!'d ntauufarturing inrluctrirs 

H~!lrmuls and railway cxpreRs ~rrviCl\ .. _. 

7'rucllng '"nk., and Wlll'flhauslng ..... 

if flr,r..,t railways Hnrl bus linflJ! 

I " &tff traruportatlon 
· .

1 

Air traruiportatlon. ··· · .. 

/ All otht'r trans:portation ..... 
I . 
! T1•1!',,ornmunic-l!tlomi. 

:-lot specified manufoctnring Industries.• 

Hnilrouas and railway express service (40), 

{T;ucking service (421, 428). 
'i arebousing and storage (422-425, 429). 

Street railways anrl bus lines (41 43 exc 433) 
Water transportation (44). ' ' · 

. ... Air transportation (45), 
J;"axlcab scrvi~e (433) • 

. · l.htroleum and gasoline pipe lines (46) 
Services Incidental to transportation (47). 

··-········-··{Telephone Cw.ire and radio) (481). 
Telegraph (wire and radio) (48 exc. 481). 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION-Con. 

Condensed classitlcation-41 items Intermediate classUlcation-77 items Detailed classlllcation-148 items 

{
Electric light and power• (491). 

. {Electric and gas utilities ..... ______ . ___ ._·---····- .. _-----· Electric·ges utilities< (4113). 
Util Li d it I Gas and steam mpply systems (41!2, 496). 1 cs an san ary serv ccs .. __________________ {Water supply (49

4
1. 

Water supJlly, sanitary servlcfrs, and other uttltties ___ .... Sanitary !lervices (49.~). 

Wholesale trade ___ .---·.----···-·-···--------··- Wholesale trarlc. ---·-· .. ___ ... ··--·---· _ .... ___ . ·-· .... _. 

Other and not specified utilities 1 (497). 

Motor vehicles and equipment (501, 5111!. 
Drugs, chemicals, and all!ed products (502, 5112). 
Dry ~oods and apparel (,'iOJ, 511~ •• >132). 
Food and related products (li(l4, 5-05, 5114, 5133, 5134, 514). 
Electrical goods, hardware, and plumbing equi11ment (506, 507, lil16). 
Machinery, equipment, and suppl!es (508, 5118, 5136). 
Petroleum products (512\. 
Farm produrts-raw materials (5()911, 5135). 
Miscellaneous wholesale trade (0091-5095, 5CIJ7-50W•, 5115, 5117, 5119, 

51~7-5J.~9 •). 
Not spedfled wholesale trade.• 

Food & dairy products stores, nnd milk rctnil!n•-- Food and dairy products store!!, and milk retail!ng .. - ----· {~·ood stores, except dairy products (54 cxc. M5). 
" Dairy products stores and milk retail!ng (M5). 

Eating and drinking plnces._ ·------·- ....... ·--- Eating and drinking places ... - .........•........ ___ ·-·---- Eat!ng and drinking places (58). 

Other reta!l trade .........•.•................. __ . 

G I d! fl d {General merchandise stores (53 exc. 533). 
enera merchan se and ve an ton cent stores .... ---·-- Five and ten cent stores (533). 

Apparel and accessories stores ... ___ ........ _. _____ .. _. ____ {gJ>~a!:~::,~tJ:i~)~ssories stores, except shoe stores (f>O exc. 566). 

. . . . {Furniture and homiefurntsbings stores (.571). 
Furniture, home furmshmgs, and eqmpmeut stores. ----- Household appliance and radio stores (572). 
Motor vehicles and accessories retailing _. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ ---· _ _ Motor vehicles and accessories retailing (,55 exc. 5M). 
Gasoline service stations _ ···- ··-·-··-----· ·--·---·------- Gasol!ne service stations (654). 
Drug stores .. ----------- __ ----·-. __ .----·-._. ____ ••.. ·-___ Drug stores (591). 
H d l l b "Id 1 {Hardware andfarm implement storrs (525). 

ar ware, farm mp ement, & u1 ing matcr!a retailing. Lumbi>r and huildlng material retail!ng (52 cxc. 525). 

I 
Liquor stores (592). 

' Retail florists (51i92). 
Jewelry stores (597). 

All other rctatl trade. ---- ···--·-·-- .. -· -·. - -·---- --· -·-- -- Fuel and ice retailing (598). 
Mfacellaneous retail stores (593-596, 59\1 cxe. li!l\12). 
Not specified retail trade.• 

{
Banking and credit a~encies (60, fl!). 

{

Banking and other finance.·-·-·_ .. _ ... -·-· ... -·----·---·- Security and commodity hrokcrage, and investment companies (62, 
Finance, insurance, and real estate ... __ ...... _-·-- rn~;J;ance (63, fl4). 

Insurance and real estate ____ ·-·--_._._. ___ •... __ ...... , ___ {Real estate• (6fi). 
Real estate-Insurance-law offices• (66). 

Business services _________ ---·· .... _ ... ___ ...... __ Business services _____ . ___ . ______ ._ ... __ ........• _______ ... Accounting, auditing, and bookkeeping services (737). {
Advertising (731). 

Miscellaneous business services (732-736, 739). 

Rrria!r services {Automobile rrpair services and garages ..... ·-·------------ Automobile repair services and garages (75). 
· · --- ·- - · - · --- · · · · - · ·- · -·· --· · -· · · Miscl'llaneous rrpair services .•....... __ ... ___ .... ·---·_... Miscellaneous repair services (76). 

Private households. _. ___ .. Private hous!'holds ... _. ______ ·-···. ··--··-------·- -·------ Private households (88). 

Hotels and lodging places. ...... ..•.... Hotels and lodging places __ ----·---·---------··----------- Hotels and lodging places (70). 

{
Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services_________________ Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services (721, 722, 7ZI 7). 

Other personal services.-·---·---·-···-----·-···- {Dressmaking shops (7271 '). 
All other personal services ..•. -------·---------·----------- Shoe repair shops (725). 

Miscellaneous personal services (723, 724, 726, 729). 

Entertainment nnd recreation services ... ____ .. __ 

M"dical and other health services _______________ _ 

Educational services, government--·--···-···---· 
Educational services, pr!mte _____ --·- ______ ·-·- _ 

!
Radio broadcasting and tEJevtslon (77). 
Theaters and motion pictures (78, 792). 

Entertainment and recreation services_·----------- Bowling alleys, and billiard and pool parlors (793). 
-------- Miscellaneous entertainment and recreation services (791, 794-700, 

799). 

M d" I d ti h Ith ·i {Medical and other health services, except hospitals (80 cxc. 806). 
e 1ca an o 1er ea sen ces .... ------------------··· Hospital, (806). 

Educational servir<"s, goyemment .. __ . _. ________ . _____ • __ _ Edncational services, gov~rnment}-rs2, 84). 
Educational services, pr1vate ... ---··---···-------·------·· Educational services, prlrnte 

d h. {Welfa.re and religious sen·ices (866, 867). 
. {Welfare, religious, a.u members 1p organi•atlons. - .• -· -- Nonprofit membership organizations (861-865, 869). 

Other professwnal and related services___________ {Legal services (81). 
J,egal, engineering, and misc. professional services .. _______ Engineering and architectural services (891). 

Miscellaneous professional and related services (89 exc. 891). 

Pubilc administration.----·-·-··---------------- Federal public administration-------·-------------·---·--· Federal pu.blic admi11istr.ation (YOB) JPostal service.·-·-· ____ -·--------·-----··-·--------------· Postal service 1 
l . . {State pubhc administration • State and local public admtnLStratJon ______________________ Local public administration 

Industry not reported ......... __ ._··-· .. __ ·----·- Industry not reported ______ ·------·---···----------------- Industry not reported {li9). 

NOTE: See Executive Office of the President, Bureau of the Budget, Standard Industrial Clauijicatlon Manual, Vol. I, Manufacturing Indu1trit1, Part I (November 1945 
edition); and Vol. II, Nanmanufacuring lnduatriea (May 1949 edition), Washington, D. C. 

' Components of SIC categories 3392 and 339\1 are allocated between "Other primary Iron and steel industries" 11ud "Primary nonferrous Industries" on a ferrous-nonferrous basts. 
'Components of SIC categories 3463 and 3489 are allocated between "Fabricated steel products" aud "Fabricated nonferrous metal products" on a ferrous-nonfe~rous ba81s, 
• In the Population Census system, "not specified" categories were set up within certain groups to take care of schedule returns which were not suffietently precise for allocation 

to a sp,ec!fic category within the group. 
• 'Electric l!ght and_power" and "Electric-gas utilities" are combined into a single category In the Volume II tables on detailed industry. 
•Components of SIC cntegor!Ps 501!9 and 5139 are allocated hy type of merchandise to the appropriate Population Census wholesale trade category, wherever possible. 
•"Heal estate" and "Real estate-insurance-law offices" are combined into a single category ln the Volume II tables on detailed Industry. 
'Dressmaking shops are shown separately from the rest of SIC category 7271, which is Included in "Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services." 
B See text for explauatlon of baste difference between SIC and Population Census in classificatlon of govarnment workers. 
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W~n to ttuliatd b.dutrilll 01.ulliflea.tion.-llit A shows 
f()<f ~h l"opulatWI C~tilll catcigory the curie d!ll!ignation of the 
r&lllliw @&tfllocy or c£tegori!llll in the Standard Indu11trie.l Classi· 
ieMk~n (!UC). Thill! rdAti1;m,1;hip is pre11ent00 here for general 
lim&l:lr~lotl pu~ only" smd doe11 not imply complete eompa.ra­
b&Mty,. 'I'M SIC, whieh wM devele>ped under tl1e lfl>OIISOrsbip of 
th@ Vniwd ~tlllll Ba~rea.u of the Budget, iii det!igned for the cla.ssi· 
It'.~ Ill inthllrtry r~ fron1 tl:l!t11.blillhments. These reports 
111m, by ~ t1&t11re llind ~ of deta.il, ce>ni;iderably different 
mi. b&dl\l!li'.t:ry repi;>rtll obtained frmn household enumerations such 
u ~ ~li&tm C@iW!,m!l. Ji& a result, JXULny distinctions called for 
in tlwl SIC~ be ol:merved in the PopuJ.a.tion Ccmillil. Further· 
~. th!! ~ which the Population Ct~n!HJl!I data are dC11igned to 
~ fr«ttltl!ntly differ frorn the needs! which the establishment 
data. ~. Perhe.plil the m011t bal!ic difference between the two 
ay~rrl$ im hi thtl a.lloeation of government workers. The SIC 
I:'~ al:l gervernn:wmt ~cil)ll! in a single major group, whereas 
t.tJe f'apul&tiot1 (~WU!l iridUl.ltrial clauification 11yi!tem allocates 
t~i1 ~P~tg the v&rio1ui ~ups a.eeording to type of a.ctivity, 88 
ex;pb.iru;d in tbe next p&r&gt'&ph. 

De:ll:ld:~li&Jl fll "Publie a.dminis:tration. "-The major group 
".1'11;t!lie Jll;t:bnlni11tni.oon» includes only thOl!e a.ctivities which are 
mii~ruely govemnwntal functionl'J, 1>ueh as legislative and judicial 
11.eth;it~ &tlld uwit of tme aetivititll! in the executive agencies. 
Govera~•t l41J@ntiie111 tmgaged in educational and medical services 
Pd le activit~ oommonly carried on also by private enterprises, 
1mch a& tra.nllpOftAtion and manufacturing, are chlssified in the 
·~~ itMiU1J1;trial category. For example, persons employed 
by a hlll!lpit!IJ a.re elauified in the "~ital.11" category, regardless 
1!1f' wh@t.Mr thtly are paid from priva.te or publi.c funds. The 
t~ltA! number of government workers appeani here in the data 011 
e• of Wtl!l'ker; <ii partie'!rllar lligniticance in this connection is the 
-..e~~ea.tioti of indullltry by clul! of worker (table 83). 

lt11l&tion \o certai11 oooupaUon groups.-In the Population 
C&Uli.ljji elam;JJicAtion $ymtem11, the ind11$try category "Agriculture" 
iii lll:n:tKlW'htli.t mon; t~Mive than the toW of the two major occu­
pation lgl'OUpl!, "F~ a.nd fa.rm managers" and "Farm laborers 
1u1d f1>rM1111n!' The indwitry Mtegory includes, in addition to all 
pllll"llOM in t~ two major occupation groups, (a) other persons 
em.r*1y@d cm. fa.rrru1, !>Ueh u tn1ek drivers, mechanics, and book­
~, aLid (h) p!l<rlllOJN! engaged in agricultural activities other 
than 111t:rietly fa.m1 operatfon, l!!ueh a.s crop dusting or spraying, 
eottarn ginning, l!Uld landro&pe gardening. Similarly, the industry 
ea~~;ry "F'rlva.te hoW!leholds" is .oomewhat more inclusive than 
the m11.j-0r oeeupatfon group "Private household workers." In 
addition k1 the hmiM<koopeni, la.undl'tll!$tll!, and mil!cellaneous types 
c»i do~1c werk~ covered by the major oecupation group, the 
~lld"llfltry category meludel'l penorui in oocupations such as chauf­
f@Ur AM li!OOr~ry, if they work for private households. 

Clal!llll of Worker 

The. e~-worker inform11.tion, &11 noted above, refers to the 
l!&m@ ~b M dit>e!! th@ oooupation and indtlllltry information. The 
.a.lik~:t-0n. of a JlC'l'ill(ltl to a particular clus-of-worker category is 
hMi>e~ly tn~ndent, OO'lr'ever, of the occupation or industry 
ni wh:ie:h he wc':kf!(L The <l"ltwlincation by cla.as of worker consists 
(I;{ fo1.1,r c.awwiiorie~ \II hieb are defined a11 follow8: 

} · f'rillfllte IMfltJ and salar11 '.W()rkerit.-PersoM w110 worked for 
:=.v;:,l!'fl..;·;i::·~~~r WAgC!!, 11aJAry, commission, tips, pay-in-

2" r:lit#rnnaent -kfrs -· Pernoru; who worked for any govern­
:ii:xit fFr~rnl. State, e>r local}, l'f'gardkl!!! of the activitv 
t.~ Pl!.l"t~euw 11.Vn<'y carried on. " 

f~ ~· t~' WIJTkera.~·Pr:rnonm who worked for profit or 
f lil .... ~:r profN1111011. Qr trade or w110 'O""rat d 
l!il'm IPtt•r·r All an owr;w'r or tl'nll.nt. Inclutkd here are tf;' e a 

1>D<~ra.1"""' of lMt!' llto'l't'lll d f · · . e owner-
u llml\ll . h . . .. an manu aeturing !l!tahlif!bm1mts as 

l'i!M!n, :~n illlt'~d:t~. lft'fl':md{'tit craft11men and prokssiona.l 
~ '" t~~r 1:-n. P;.~ oth!'r P!'N!OnR who c?nducted enter-
i~w~ld by <1U1~r pemonm t)r g; g;:.~;~{f:i:~~ ~h:'~~h~~s h':n~~~ 

classified a.a private wage and salary workers (or, in some few cases, 
as government workers). . 

4. Unpaid family workers.-Persons who worked without pay 
on a farm or Jn a business operated by a member of the household 
to whom they are related by blood or marriage. The great major­
ity of unpaid family workers a.re farm laborers. 

The relatively small number of persons for whom class of 
worker was not reported has been included ame>ng private wage 
and salary workers unless there was evidence on the census schedule 
that they should have been classified in one of the other elass-of­
worker categories. 

Quality of Data 

The omission from the labor force of an appreciable number of 
workeIB (mainly youths, women, and part-time workers), as ex­
plained in the section on "Employment status," has probably re­
sulted in some understatement in many of the occupation, indus­
try, and class-of-worker figures. Another factor to be considered 
in the interpretation of these data is that enumerators sometimes 
returned occupation and industry designations which were not 
sufficiently specific for precise allocation. One cause may have 
been the enumerator's carelessness or hiR lack of knowledge of how 
to describe a particular job on the census schedule. Another 
posRible cause was lack of adequate knowledge about the worker's 
job on the part e>f the housewife or other person from whom the 
enumerator obtained the information. Indefinite occupation and 
industry returns can frequentlv be assigned, however, to the appro­
priate category through the use of supplementary information. 
For example, in the case of occupation, the industry return on the 
census schedule is often of great assistance. In the case of in­
definite industry returns, helpful information can frequently be 
obtained from outside sources regarding the types of industrial 
activity in the given area. The basic document used in the alloca­
tion of the schedule returns of occupation and industry to the 
appropriate categories of the classification systems is the publica­
tio~, U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Popula.tion, Alpha­
betical Inde:c of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

It can he expected that the application of detailed occupational 
and industrial classifications to approximately 60 million workers 
will he subject to some error. Although the number of misclassi­
fico.tions probably does not have any serious effect on the useful­
ness of most of the data, there are a few cases where relativelv 
small numbers of erroneous returns may produce what might b~ 
regarded as a serious misstatement of the facts. These cases 
relate mainly to the numbers of women and children shown in 
occupations which are unusual for such persons, and to the 
gov~rnment workers shown in industries that are ordinarily not 
carried on by government agencies. Some of the more obvious 
misclassifications have been adjusted, hut it was not possible to 
perform a. complete review of the data for small discrepancies. 

Comparability 

. 19~0 Oensu.s da.ta..-The changes in schedule design and inter­
v1e~mg tech1~1~ues for the labor force questions, as explained in the 
section on Employment status," do not affect comparability 
between 1940 and 1950. for most of the occupation, industry, and 
class-e>f-wo~ker .c~teg?ries. There is evidence, however, that, for 
the c~tegor1.es which mclude relatively large proportions of female 
unpa~<l family workers ("Farm laborers, unpaid family workers " 
"Agri7ulture," and "Unpaid family workers"), the 1940 data a;e 
so~etimes understated by an appreciable amount relative to J 950. 

lior experienced unemployed persons the 1950 occupation data 
are n~t comparable with the data shown in the 1940 Third Series 
bulletmR. The occupation data for public emergency workers 
{one of the two component groups of the unemployed in 1940) 
refer to "current job," whereas the "last job" of the unemploved 
was reported in 1950. · 

The ~ccupational and industrial classification systems used in Hl40 
are basically t.he same as those of 1 "50 Th b f " . ere are a nuru er o 
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differences, however, in the title and content for certain items 
and in the degree of detail shown for the various major groups. A 
complete analysis of classification differences between 1940 and 
1950 is in preparation. The 1940 classification system for class of 
worker is comparable with the 1950 classification system. 

The 1940 occupation and industry data shown in this volume 
include adjustments which take account of the differences betWl'en 
the 1940 and 1950 classification systems. These adjustments were 
based mainly on estimatl's developed from figures for the country 
as a whole, rather than from a detailed evaluation of the various 
classification differences in each State. 

In addition, satisfactory numerical information was not always 
available on the effect of some classification changes, even on a na­
tional level. Furthermore, there were certain differences between the 
1940 and 1950 coding and editing procedures which could not be 
measured statistically. Caution should be exercised, therefore, in 
interpreting small numerical changes. Caution should also be 
exercised with regard to large relative increases in the numbers of 
women engaged in occupations which are unusual for women. 
Although it is certainly true that women have expanded the range 
of their occupational activities during the last decade, the figures 
shown here may, in some cases, tend to overstate this expansion 
because more intensive checking of questionable returns of this 
type was performed in 1940 than in 1950; this is particularly true 
of the railroad occupations. 

The 1940 data on occupation, industry, and class of worker 
shown in this volume have been revised to eliminate members of 
the armed forces, in order to achieve comparability with the 1950 
figures for the employed which are limited to oivilians. In the 
occupation tables of the 1940 reports, the armed forces were 
mainly included in the ma.jar group "Protective service workers." 
In the industry tables, the armed forces were all included in the 
major group "Government." In the class-of-worker tables, the 
armed forces were all included in the category "Government 
workers" (or in the total "Wage or salary workers"). 

The 1940 major occupation group figures presented in Chapter 
C of this volume may differ in some cases from the corresponding 
figures presented in Chapter B. The revh;ed figures shown in 
Chapter C were developed by a more detailed analysis of the 
1940-1950 claRsification differences than were the figures in 
Chapter B. 

1930 and earlier census data.-Prior to 1940, the census data 
on the economically active population referred to "gainful workers" 
rather than to "labor force." The differences between these two 
concepts are described in the section on "Employment status." 
The effects of this variation in approach on the various occupation 
and industry categories are virtually impossible to measure. For 
most categories, the number of gainful workers is probably 
equivalent to the number of persons in the experienced civilian 
labor force. For certain categories, particularly those with rela­
tively large numbers of seasonal workers, the gainful worker 
figures are probably somewhat greater than the labor force figures. 

The occupational and industrial classification systems used in 
the 1930 Census and earlier censuses were markedly different from 
the 1950 systems. The relationship between the present and 
earlier systems is being analyzed, and the results of the study will 
be made available by the Census Bureau. For information on 
occupation and industry data from 1930 and earlier censuses, see 
the publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census 
Reports, Population, Comparati!>e Occupation StatiBtics for the 
United States, 1870 to 1940, Washington, D. C., 1943. 

Other data.-Comparability between the statistics presented in 
this volume and statistics from other sources is frequently affected 
by the use of different classification systems, as well as by many of 
the factors described in the paragraphs on comparability with 
Current Population Survey data and other data in the section on 
"Employment status." 

INCOME 

Definitions 

Components of income.-Income, as defined in the 1950 Census, 
is the sum of money received from wages or salaries, net income 
(or loss) from self-employment, and income other than earnings. 
The figures in this report represent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income taxes, social security, bond 
purchases, union dues, etc. 

Receipts from the following i;ources were not included as income: 
money received from the sale of property, unless the recipient was 
engaged in the business of selling such property; the value of 
income "in kind," such as food produced and consumed in the 
home or free living quarters; withdrawals of bank deposits; money 
borrowed; tax refunds; gifts and lump-sum inheritances or insurance 
payments. 

Information was requested of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 
years of age and over on the following income categories: (a) The 
amount of money wages or salary received in 1949; (b) the amount 
of net money income received from self-employment in 1949; and 
(c) the amount of other money income received in 1949. If the 
person was the head of a family, these three questions were 
repeated for the other family members as a group in order to 
obtain the income of the whole family. The composition of 
families is as found at the time of interview, although the time 
period covered by the income statistics is the calendar year 1949. 
Specific definitions of these three categories are as follows: 

I. Wages or salary.-This is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee. It includes wages, 
salary, armed forces pay, commissions, tips, piece-rate payments, 
and cash bonuses earned. 

2. Self-employment income.-This is defined as net money 
income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) from a business, 
farm, or professional enterprise in which the person was engaged 
on his own account or as an unincorporated employer. Gross 
receipts include the value of all goods sold and services rendered. 
Expenses include the costs of goods purchased, rent, heat, light, 
power, depreciation charges, wages and salaries paid, business 
taxes, etc. 

3. Income other than earnings.-This includes money income 
received from sources other than wages or salary and self-employ­
ment, such as net income (or loss) from rents or receipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, dividends, and periodic 
income from estates and trust fundR; pensions; veterans' payments, 
armed forces allotments for dependents, and other governmental 
payments or assistance; and other income such as contributions 
for support from persons who are not members of the household, 
alimony, and periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities. 

Statistics on the income of families and unrelated individuals 
are presented in Chapter B. Unrelated individuals are shown by 
the amount of their own income; for family groups, however, the 
combined incomes of all members of each family are treated as a 
single amount. In Chapter C, data are presented for all persons 
14 years of age and over, tabulated by the amount of their own 
income. 

Quality of the Income Data 

The figures in this census, as in all field surveys of income, are 
subject to errors of response and nonreporting. In most cases 
the schedule entries for income are based not on records but on 
memory, usually that of the housewife. The memory factor in 
data derived from field surveys of income probably produces 
underestimates, because the tendency is to forget minor or irregular 
sources of income. Other errors of reporting are due to misunder­
standing of the income questions or to misrepresentation. 

A possible source of understatement in the figures on family 
income was the assumption in the editing process that there was 
no other income in the family when only the head's income was 
reported. It is estimated that this assumption was made for 
about 5 percent of the families. This procedure was adopted in 
order to make maximum use of the information obtained. In the 



NEW YORK 

~~ l'llajorlty <:J the fully reported e~, thf! head'll income oon­
!ltituted a.11 t;;r m<*1!t of the t~Jtlll funily irrnorne. 

T~>t1 inll{lifltti!' tablll!I ir1 Chapt~·r B include in the lowest income 
gN1up {under l500) the~ famili!lll and unre!Att>d individuals who 
w·ere eilur•l:!~d ~1' ha.\·ing no l !IHI irwmr1e, u de:firrnd in the census. 
l''or die ex:;u11try 11.11 & 11•holf', aJ~1ut f'l pere1>nt of the families and 
wmN?J~t.ed indi~·idmi.t11 wefl! reported M 1111.ving no income. Many 
cA' the~• w11re living or.1 it1r<mll' "in kind," 1111vings, or gift!!, or were 
111>wly t~1~at4i>d b.rriilieii or familiell in which the l!!Qle breadwinner 
li.11id l'lf'll~I~t..l.v d!!llfl or left the houl!!lehoild. A relativl'ly Large pro­
Jll:l<rtimi, hc1wt1vl'lr, 11rol:mb1y had rome money inoome which was 
~•f}t ree1:rrded iri the etlt11lM, 

Altht1ur,h tht' Hllif) Cen11us iru•,;me data are subject to these 
li1111!1,tir1n'I, thl'y ll.1J'!Jl1·111.r t() bf' of abmlt tbe iiame quality 11.11 those 
obtain11d fron1 the Current Popul!i.tfon Survey, whieh h!L!S provided 
a 1to11mi;,tent !l!lri~~l!I of natt(1na! lliiltinu1.tm1 of the distribution of 
i111n111.1n~i;r bie1>mt' ea.eh year 11irrne 1944. 

Comparability 

lNO C~uu da.t1v··ln l!HO all penmmi 14 y<>.us of age and 
1w1,r Wllffi ai»ked to tef)Qrt (a) the 11.mount of money wages or 
~ry r1•c@iHici in HJ:tll 11.r1d (b) whether ine:oroe amounting i.o $50 
tJr more WM rtJtJeived iu 1939 from 111ouret~ other than money 
Wllll\!:lill'J l)f llll.i.l!.r~. Cm111r;a.ra.ble wage or 111alary inc.ome distributions 
for Hl•Kl .UM! l!l.50 11.rn tir~mted in table 94 of thill report. All 
of th~• cH.hlffl:' HIOO <'!eI!lllU~ income data. shown in thil'! report relate 
tu t.01£! nwnf'y irt1Xm1e and 11.re more ineluii!ive than are the statistics 
fri;;m t~~f 11.140 Ct1r•11>n1A. 

I11~~•e tu: d11.ta.-l'or mernral rea110n11, the income data shown 
ir.1 thilil r:'f'Xlrt are n<Yt diret'l.ly comparable with those which may 
tw t~.amf'd from mtatimtica.l 11ummarieB of income tax returns. 
h1.eom",1Jl u t!W.r;ed for tax puq><l8Cill differs 1:10mewhat from the 
Ihitu1u ~! tbti Cen!lui! l'.l!)neepL l\for1'('1ver, the coverage of income 
tin: l!t:iii.t1iiit.1e11. t~ ~:~ hw!ul'4ive btieau11P of the exemptions of persons 

m111.ll 1unount~ of income, Furth<-m1ore, some of the 

income tax returns are filed as separate returns and others as 
joint returns; and, consequently, the income reporting unit is not 
consistently either a family or a person. 

Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance wage record data.­
The wage or salary data shown in this report are not directly 
comparable with those which may be obtained from the wage 
records of the Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance for 
several reasons. The coverage of the wage record data for 1949 
is less inclusive than the 1950 Census data because of the exclusion 
of the wages or salaries of such groups as domestic servants, farm 
laborers, governmental employees, and employees of nonprofit 
institutions. Furthermore, no wages or salaries received from 
any one employer in e:x:ccss of $3,000 in 1949 are covered by the 
wage record data. Finally, as the Bureau of the Census data are 
obtained by household interviews, they will differ from the Old 
Age and Survivors Insurance wage record data which are based 
upon employers' reports. 

Office of :Business Economics State income payments series.­
The Office of Business Economics of the Department of Commerce 
publishes data on the aggregate income received by the population 
in each State. If the aggregate income were estimated from the 
income distributions shown in this report, it would be smaller 
than that shown in the State income payments series for several 
reasons. The Bureau of the Census data are obtained by house­
hold interview, whereas the State income payments series is 
estimated largely on the basis of data derived from business and 
governmental sources. Moreover, the definitions of income are 
different. The State income payments series includes some items 
not included in the income data shown in this report, such as 
income in kind, the value of the services of banks and other 
financial intermediaries rendered to persons without the assessment, 
of specific charges, and the income of persons who died or emigrated 
prior t.o April I, 1950. On the other hand, the Bureau of the 
Census income data include contributions for support received 
from persons not residing in the same living quarters. 

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE DATA 

in the Northeast, 19.93 in the North Central 19.97 in the South 
and 19.96 in the West. Among States, th~ proportions in th~ 
sampl~ ranged from 19.86 percent to 20.00 percent.5 

Estunates of the number of persons with specified characteristics 
bas~d on sample data have in all cases been obtained by multi­
ply.m~ the number of persons in the sample with these charac­
teristics by five. Estimates of percentages have been obtained in 
C!l.ch c~se by using the sample values for both the numerator and 
denommator. 

SAMPLING VARIABILITY 

, Th~ figure~ ~a~ed on the 20-percent sample are subject to 
sampling van.ab1hty which can be estimated from the standard 
errors shown m tables A and B. These tables do not reflect the 
effects of the biases mentioned above The "tand d · . · " ar error is a 
measure of samphng variability. The chances are about 2 out 
of.~ that the difference due to sampling variability between an 
estimate and the figure that would have been obtained from a 
complete count of the population is less than the sta d d 
The amount by 1 · 1 th n ar error. 

. w nc l e standard error must be multiplied to 
obt~m. other odds deemed more appropriate can be found in most. 
Rtatistwal textb~oks. For example, the chances are about 19 out 
~~ 20 that the difference is less than twice the standard error and 
. , out of 1.00 that it is less than 2}'2 times the standard error' 

lllust:atwn: Lllt us assume that for a particular cit wi.th a 
population of 100,000 table 62 shows that there were an !timated 

1 In the experimental 11reas of M !chi 1 . 
ntion ol household heads did not exis~ru1 a~c Oh10, hi11Ses due to the underenumcr· 
h~rause some enumerators made e , ', alttbougb some other small problems arose, 

.rrors m e selection ol the sample In institutions. 
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900 persons 10 years of age who were enrolled in school (90 percent 
of the 1,000 in this age group). Table A shows that the standard 
error for an estimate of 900 in areas with 100,000 inhabitants is 
about 70. Consequently, the chances are about 2 out of 3 that 
the figure which would have been obtained from a complete count 
of the number of persons 10 years of age who are enrolled in school 
in this city differs by less than 70 from the sample estimate. It 
also follows that there is only about 1 chance in 100 that a com­
plete census result would differ by as much as 175, that is, by 
about 2~ times the number given in the table. Table B shows 
that the standard error of the 90 percent on a base of 1,000 is 2 
percent. For most estimates, linear interpolation will provide 
reasonably accurate results.' 

The standard errors shown in Tables A and B are not directly 
applicable to differences between two sample estimates. These 
tables are to be applied differently in the three following types of 
differences: 

J 
1. The difference may be one between a sample figure and one 

based on a complete count, e. g., arising from COll!parisons be­
tween 1950 data and those for 1940 or earlier years. This standard 
error of a difference of this type is identical with the variability 
of the 1950 estimate. 

2. The difference.may be one between two sam~le estimates, 
one of which represents a subclass of the other. This case will 
usually occur when a residual of a distribution is needed. For 
example, an estimate of the number of persons 7 to 13 years of 
age not enrolled in school can be obtained by subtracting the esti­
mate of the number enrolled as shown in table 18 from the sample 
estimate of the total number in that age group. Tables A and 13 
can be used directly for a difference of this type, with the differ­
ence considered as a sample estimate. 

3. The standard error of any other type of difference will be 
approximately the square root of the sum of the squares of the 
standard error of ea.ch estimate considered separately. This 
formula will represent the actual standard error quite accurately 
for the difference between estimates of the same characteristic in 
two different areas, or for the difference between separate and 
uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. If, however, there 
is a high positive correlation between the two characteristics, the 
formula will overestimate the true standard error. 

Some of the tables present estimates of medians (e. g., median 
years of school completed, median income) as well as the corre­
sponding distributions. The sampling variability of estimates of 
medians depends on the distribution upon which the medians are 
based.7 

•A closer approximation of a standard error in table A may be obtained by 115ing 

2.l(x).J~-~ whore x Is the size of the estimate and T Is the total population of the area; 

In table B, the approximation Is 2.1.JP<l; Pl where P Is the peroontage being estimated 

nnd y the size of the base. For example, the approximation provided by the above 
formula of tbe standard error of an estimate of 100,000 (x) in an area with a total popula· 
tlon of 100,000 (T) Is 420; linear Interpolation would yield about 295. 

1 The standard error of a median based on sample data may be estimated as follows: 
II the estimated total number reporting the characteristic Is N, compute the nwnber 

N/2-../N. Cumulate the frequencies in the table until the class Interval which con· 
tnlns this number ls located. By linear fntcrpolatlon, obtain the value below which 

N{2-·{N cases lie. In a similar mannar, obtain the value below which N/2+./N 
cases lie. II information on the characteristic had been obtained from the total popula· 
tlon, the chances are about 2 out of 3 that the median would Ile between these two 
values. The chances wlll be Bbout 19 out of 20 that the median wlll be In the Interval 

N 1-
computed slm!Jarly but uslng2 :1:2-v N and about 00 in 100 that It will be in tbe in· 

N 
terval obtained by using 2± u,/H. 

RATIO ESTIMATES 

It is p-0ssil.Jle to make an improved estimate of an absolute 
number (improved in the sense that the standard error is smaller) 
whenever the class in question forms a part of a larger group for 
which both a sample estimate and a complete count are available. 
This alternative estimate is particularly useful when the charac­
teristic being estimated is a. substantial part of the larger group; 
when the proportion is small, the improvement will be relatively 
minor. The improved estimate (usually referred to as a "ratio 
estimate") may be obtained by multiplying a percentage based 
on sample data by the figure which represents the complete count 
of the base of the percentage. 

The effect of using ratio estimates of this type is, in general, to 
reduce the relative sampling variability from that shown for an 
estimate of a given size in table A to that shown for the corre­
sponding percentage in table B. Estimates of these types are 
not being published by the Bureau of the Census because of the 
much higher cost necessary for their preparation than for the 
estimates derived by multiplying the sample result by five. 

T.ABLB A.-STA.ND.ARD Ea:a.oa OF ESTIM.ATED NuMllER 

[Range of 2 chances out of 3] 

Estimated P opulatlon of area 1 

__ n_u_m_ber ___ 
1
_1_,ooo_/ 10,ooo /25,ooo 100,000 /~ I,000,000 s,ooo,ooo/15,(J()(},(l(J(J 

Ii() ______ ._·---·--·. IO 10 10 10 10 10 10 
1()0 ____ ·----··- ---· 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 
2li0------··-·-·---- 30 311 30 30 3(J 30 30 
liOO----·· --·-·- -• -- 30 00 50 50 00 50 50 
1,000. -·--··--· ••.. 20 60 llO 70 70 70 70 
2,roo. --··· ··-- ·--- 00 100 100 100 100 100 

f1i~::::::::::::: l!O 130 140 140 l.IO lliO 
60 100 200 200 210 210 

16,000. ----·------- 170 240 250 250 250 
26,000_ ----·------- 00 200 310 320 330 

~:&l::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::: :::::: gtg ::: ~ WI 
100,000. ---·-·----- ·--·-· ·-· ---- •....• 180 520 620 650 
2!i0,000 ..••.••.•.•• --·--· ·---·-- ----·· ·-··--·· 200 910 1,010 

ilE~~~f ff ff f ~ff ff ff f ~ff f ~ff ff f ff ff ff ff ff ff ff ff :::~~~~= _J~_ 
16,000,000 .••••.•••• ------ ----·-· -···-- -------- -------- -----··-- ·----·-·· 

10 
20 
30 
50 
70 

100 
150 
210 
250 
330 

460 
560 
650 

1,030 
l.440 
2,000 
3,010 
a, 850 
4,060 
2,z.?l'.) 

1 An area Is the smallest complete geographic aroa to which the estimate under con· 
sideratlon pertains. Tbus the area may he the State, city, county, standard metro­
politan area, urbanized aroa, or the urban or rural portlon of the State or county. The 
ruraJ.farm or rural-nonfann population of the State or county, the nonwhite popula· 
tlon, etc., do not represent complete areas. 

T.AllLE B.-STANDARD ERROR OF EsTIM.ATRD PERCENTAGE 

Estimated 
percentage 

(Range of 2 chances out of 3) 

Base o! percentage 

liOO 1,000 2,liOO 10,000 U,000 100,000 li00,000 6,000,000 

-------1------------------------
2 or 98--·------·----- 1.3 0.9 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.1 .... ,ff ---·-----
& or 95------------··- 2.0 1.4 0.9 0.6 0.3 0.1 
10 or oo .. ---·--·-··-- 2. 8 2.0 1. 2 0.6 0.4 0.2 O. l 26 or 75 ______________ 

4.0 2. 8 1.8 O.ll 0.6 0.3 0.1 ---------liO-------·-··-····--- u a. a 2.1 1.0 0.7 o.a 0.1 ..................... 
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STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS AND CONSTITUENT PARTS 

The Alhmriy-BebenootM!y-Troy 8tandard Metropulitan Area 
"""'111:>Y1il'i"""' AJba.ny, !k,n:llllf!!Aer, a.r:1d Schmiootady Counties. 

Bit&1lia.mt-0r1 St~u:iud Ml'itro?<,1lit11.n Area comprises 
.B~ Ct>1n1ty. 

'tlMl B~dl'l!IJo Btanda.rd Met,rt>tx)litan A.rt-a eomprillleil F;rie and 
N ~ Coonti,oo, 

TIM> Nirw York-N«thell.$tern New Jer11ey Standard Metro­
Jd~• Ani'!$ Cl<mlprililel!! New YQfk City (Bronx, King11, New York, 
Q~m. a~ aiehmond Counties), aud NaMa.u, Roekla.nd, Suffolk, 

and Westchester Counties in New York; Bergen, Essex, Hudson, 
Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, and Union Counties in 
New Jersey . 

The Rochester Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Monroe 
County. 

The Syracuse Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Onondaga 
County. 

The Utica-Rome Standard Metropolitan Area comprises 
Herkimer and Oneida Counties. 



LIST OF CORRECTIONS 
Thie volume hae been prepared primarily by aesembling and hinding the statistical 

portions of previoualy iBBued bulletins wbioh constituted preprinted chapton1. This 
publication plan was adopted to conserve public funda. The oorreotione appearing lJOlow 

Page 
Table (prefix 

3'!) 

16 OSWEGO COUNTY: Albion town Bhavn as Albiontown. 

17 SCHUYLER COUNTY: Orange town ah.own as Orangetovn. 

Item 

repreoent changes which would ortlinorily haYe been ma.de if the volume had been pre· 
pared by reprinting the oontonte of the bulletiru. 
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