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PREFACE 

This volume presents statistics on the number of inhabitants and tho characteristics of tho population of the State, 
its counties, standard metropolitan areas, urban places, and other constituent areas. The data are based upon tabulations 
from the Seventeenth Decennial Census of the population of the United States, its Territories and possessions, conducted 
as of April I, 1950. Provision for the Seventeenth Decennial Census was made In the act providing for the Fifteenth and 
subsequent decennial censuses, approved June 18, 1929, as amended. 

The major portion of the information compiled from the Census of Population of 1950 is contained in Volume I, Nmn
ber of Inhabitants, and in Volume II, Characteristics of the Population. These final volumes first uppeared in the form of 
three series of State bulletins: Series P-A, "Number of Inhabitants"; Series P-B, "General Characteristics"; and Series 
P-C, "Detailed Characteristics.'' 

Final Population Volumes I and II are assembled o.s follows: 
Population Volume I comprises the Series P-A bulletins, thereby providing in a single publication the distribut.ion 

of the Nation's inhabitants among and within the States and the Territories, possessions, eto. 
Population Volume II comprises all throe scl'ies of bulletins (Series P-A, P-B, and P-C). This volume is divided into 

a United States Summary part., a pa.rt for eaoh State, and part.a for tho Torrit.ories and possessions, each ?a.rt oomp1·ising the 
three bulletins for that area. All reports for a given State are thereby made available within a single bmding. The three 
bulletin series (P-A, P-B, and P-0) represent Chapters A., B, and C of the corresponding State part of Population Volume II. 

The materials presented here were prepared under the supervision of Howard G. Brunsman, Chief, Population and 
Housing Division, and Dr. Henry S. Shryock, Jr., Assistant Chief for Popula.tion Statistics, with the assistance of Edwin D. 
Goldfield, Program Coordinator, and Charles Merzel. They were prepared by Dr. Paul C. Glick, Chief, Social Statistics 
Section, assisted by Severn Provus, Emanuel Landau, Elizabeth A. Larmon, and Arthur F. Grube; Dr. Henry D. Sheldon, 
Chief, Demographic Statistics Section, assisted by Charles P. Brinkman, Tobia Bressler, Robert L. Rowland, and Suzanne F. 
Bershad; Gertrude Bancroft, Coordinator for Manpower Statistics, assisted by Max Shor, Herman P. Miller, Lillian 
Palenius, and Leon R. Paley; and David L. Kaplan, Chief, Occupation and Industry Statistics Section, assisted by Claire 
Casey, Dorothy S. Hayden, Elsie K. Goodman, and William J. Milligan. 

The compilation of the statistics was under the direction of Robert B. Voight, Assistant Chief for Operations, assisted 
by Morton A. Meyer, Milton D. Lieberman, E. Richard Bourdon, Edward I. Lober, Mary E. Ivins, Eva Tolchinsky, Lillian I. 
Hoffman, and Martin Frishbcrg. Sampling procedures were under the direction of Joseph Steinberg, Chief, Statistioa.I 
Sampling Section, assisted by Joseph Walcsberg. The technical editorial work 1md planning were unde1· the supervision of 
Mildred M. Russell, llllsisted by Dorothy M. Belzer. 

The collection of the information on which these statistics were based was under the supervision of Lowell T. Galt, 
then Chief, Field Division, with the assistance of Jack B. Robertson, John M. Bell, Leon S. Geoffrey, and Harold Nisselson. 
The geographic work, including the delineation of special types of urban territory and the preparation of maps, was under 
the supervision of Clarence E. Batschelet, Chief, Geography Division with the assistance of Dr. Robert C. K love, 
Dr. Vincent M. Throop, and William T. Fay. The tabulations were under the supervision of C. F. Van Aken, Chief, 
Machine Tabulation Division, with the assistance of Morton Boisen, and Howard T. Jenkins. Robert H. Brooks of the 
Administrative Service Division was responsible for printing arrangementti. 

In addition to those of the present staff, important contributions to the general pla.nning of the 1950 Census were made 
by the late J. C: Capt, Director of the Census until his retirement on August 17, 1949, and Dr. Philip M. Hauser, Acting 
Director until March 9, 1950. 

December 195~. III 



U. S. CENSUS OF POPULATION: 1950 

Volume 
I Number of Inhabitants (comprising Se1·ies P-A bulletins) 

II Characteristics of the Population (comprising Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins) 
III Census Tract Statistics (comprising Series P-D bulletins) 
IV Special Reports: Employment Characteristics, Occupational aml Industrial Cl111racteristfos, Clmr

acteristics of Families, Marital Status, Institutional Population, Nativity and Parentage, Non
white Population by Race, Persons of Spanish Stmmmo, Pnorto Rican~ in Continental United 
States, State of Birth, Mobility of the Population, Clmrnntcristics by Rizo of Place, l~d11cation, 
Fertility. 

U. S. CENSUS OF HOUSING: 1950 

Volume 
I General Characteristics (comprising Series H-A bulletins) 

II Nonfarm Housing Characteristics (comprising Series H-B bulletins) 
III Farm Housing Characteristics 
IV Residential Financing 

V Block Statistics (comprising Series H-E bulletins) 
Housing statistics for census tracts are incluclecl in the Population Series P-D bulletirni. 

POPULATION VOLUME II 

This volume comprises 54 parts, as listed below: 

1. United States Summary 21. Massachusetts 41. South Dakota 
2. Alabama 
3. Arizona 
4·. Arkansas 
5. California 
G. Colorado 
7. Connecticut 
8. Delaware 
9. District of Columbia 

10. Florida 

11. Georgia 
12. Idaho 
13. Illinois 
14. Indiana 
15. Iowa 
16. Kansas 
17. Kentucky 
18. Louisiana 
19. Maine 
20. Maryland 

22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 

31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 

Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 

42. Teunessee 
43. Texas 
'14. Utah 
45. Vermont 
4u. Virginia 
47. Washington 
48. \Vest Virgini1t 
•lll. Wisconsin 
50. Wyo111ing 

fJ 1-54. 'l'orrituries and po~sesslonti (bound 
together) 

51. Alaska 
52. Hawaii 
53. Puerto Hico 
54. American Samoa, Canal Zone, 

Guam, Virgin Islands of the 
United States 

v 



CONTENTS 

IN'fRODUCTION 

Genera.1--------------------------------------
Published data for nonwhite population ___ - - _ 
Availability of unpublished data ____________ . 

Population trends __________ - - - - _ - __ - - - - - - - - - - -

Definitions and explanations ___________________ _ 
Usual place of residence_ - _ - - _______ - _ - ___ - _ 
Completeness of enumeration ______________ _ 
Urban and rural residence ________________ - _ 
Urbanized areas __________________________ _ 
Types of places __________________________ _ 
Farm population-rural and urban. ________ _ 
Rnral-nonfarm population_ - - ___ - ______ - _ - - -
Standard metropolitan areas _______________ _ 
Quality of data. for small areas _______ .. _____ _ 

Media.ns----------------------------------
Race and color ___________________________ _ 

Age _________ ------ __ · ______ -- -- ---- - -- - - - -

N a.tivity - __ - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Pago 

xi 
xi 
xi 

xii 

xii 
xiii 
xiii 
xiii 
xiv 
xiv 
xiv 
xiv 
xiv 
xv 
xv 

xvi 
xvi 
xvi 

Definitions and explanations-Continued 
Citizenship ______________________________ _ 

Marital status and married couples _________ _ 
Household and family _____________________ _ 
Relationship to head of household __________ _ 
Residence in 1949 ________________________ _ 

Country of birth of foreign-born white ______ _ 
School enrollment. _________________ - - - - - - -
Year of school in which enrolled and years of 

school completed _______________________ _ 
Employment status ___________________ - _ - - -
Hours worked during census week ______ - ___ _ 
Weeks worked in 1949 ___________________ - _ 
Occupation, industry, and class of worker ____ _ 
Income _______________ - - - ___ - - - - - __ - - - - - - -

Reliability of sample data. ____________________ _ 
Sample design ____________________________ _ 
Sampling variability ____________________ - - -
Ratio estimates _____________________ - - ___ _ 

TABLES 

[See list of tables preceding each chapter] 

Chapter A. 
Chapter B. 
Chapter C. 

Number of inhabitants (Tables 1-9). 
General characteristics (Tables 10-50). 
Detailed characteristics (Tables 51-94). 

Corrections of errors discovered after the State 
bulletins were issued are 1isted on page xxxi. 

VII 

xvii 
xvii 
xvii 

xviii 
xix 
xix 
xix 

xx 
xxi 

xx iii 
xx iii 
xxiii 

xx vii 

xxviii 
xxviii 
xx viii 

xxlx 



VIII GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 
SUBJECTS PRESENTED BY TYPE OF AREA AND TABLE NUMBER 

[Rex not lmlcxcd so1in.ra.tcly us pructicnlly nil tnbles lncluda-dlstrlbutlons by sex] 

Stnndnrd 
1-----,-------- metropolitan 

areas, urbnn
fzed nrca.s, 
and urban 

places or 

Sta to 

Urbrm 
plnccs 

Of 2,500 
to 10,000 

Places 
ofl,000 
to 2,500 

Counties 

Subject 

Summary ___________ --- ______________ --------------- ________ -- __ --- _____ -----
A go _______ ------ _________________________ ------------------ __ ------· __ -------

Dy color----- ____________________ ----------------------- __ ---------------
lD40-HJfiO ________ ----- - - - -- --- - • - - ------------ --- ----- --- -- - ----· ---------

Dy color------._. ________ -----.------------------ ______ --------------
1880-lllflO, lly color ______ . __ ·- --- _______ ·------ ·--------- __ ---------- -----

Cltizonship ____ -- ·-- ---- -- ----- -------------· ------- ----· · -- -- --------- ------
1030-1000 ____ - ·-. - ··-- -·-- - - ·- -- ---- -- -- ---------- .• ------ ----------------

Clnss ol worker or employed parsons.------.,--------------------------------
Dy color __ • ___ •• __ .• ___ ._. __________ • ____________ • __ • __ --- _ --- ________ • __ 
1040-1 ow _____ . ____ .. __ • ____________ . __ . ____________ . __ . ____ . ____________ _ 

Country of birth.----·----- __ ._-----_. __ ··----------_---------------·- ______ _ 

F!ducntlon: 
School enrollment, by ngo _________________________________ ··-·-·--------

1910-1050_ --- ----- --- ------ --- - ----- -------- ---------··--- ·--- ·-- - -- ---
Yenrs of school complotmL _______ --------------·----------·----- ---------

lly color.·-- __________________ • ____ -------------------- ------ _____ • __ 

10•10-1050 •.•.• --- ---- -- - --- -- -- -- - ----------------- -- . ----- -- - - -. 

Fnmlllos, unrolntc(l incl!vldunls, and housoholds .. _____________________ ·----

Income In 1114ll orrumllles and unrclntecl lndlvlduols ___ ------- ---· ·- ___ . _ --· 
Dy color·----·-_··- --- ---·-- -- • - - - - --- _____ ------- - ------- - - - - --- - . - -- - .. 

b1dustry or omployod persons ________________ ----------------------- ________ _ 

Dy colm· ---- - ___ ------ --- -·- -- - - •• - --- - . -- -- --- - -- - -- - -- - - - • -• -• - - - -- -- -
l040-l ll5Q ________ ------ - ---- -- ---- - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - • -- - - - •• - - - - - - -- - • 

Instltnttonnl populntlon. _ ------- __ •• ----- _. ____ --- _______________ ·--- _ ----,-

Lnbor force: 
Employment stntus _________________ • __ ------ ______ . _____ . _ ----. _ ------·· 

By color------------------------- __ -------·. ___________________ ------
10·!0-l 050. --- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -----. - -- --- -- - - - -- --- - - - - - --- - - - -- ----

Lubor lorcc, 1940-1050, and gainful workers, 1920-1930, by color __________ _ 

Totnl 

Table 
10 
l/J 
15 
15 
15 

Urbnn
rural 

Table 
10 
10 
15 
15 
15 

10,000 or 
more 

Table 
10 
33 
33 
33 

Table 
11 
38 

I 38 

---- ·-- -----

Total 

Table Table 

-----------
40 

---------- --
---·--------

12 
41 
41 
41 

Rural 
nonfnrm 

Rural 
farm 

Table Table 

18 49 
I 48 I 40 

iij ---------·-- -------------- ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------

17 17 34 ------------ ------------ 42 ------------ ·-----------
17 ------------ -------------- ------------ -----------· ------------ ------------ ------------

28 
I 28u 

29 

24 

18 

28 
• 2Su 

24 

18 

35 
1 30 

30 ------------

'38 -----------· 

34 ------------ ------------

43 ------------ -----------
' 44 ------·----- ------------

• 42 -------·---- --------·---

42 ------------ ------------
IO ------------ -------------- ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------
20 
20 
20 

22 

30 
• 30n 

31 

22 

25 
25 

20 
20 

22 

32 
• 32a 

30 
1 aou 

34 38 ------------
I 36 ---------·-- ---·--------

3•1 ------------ ----·-------

37 
I 37a 

35 
l 30 
~ 

3\l ------------

30 ------------

42 48 40 
l 48fl 

42 ------------ ------------

45 
1 4511 

• 46 -----------· 

43 ------------ ------------
144 

--------- ... -- ____________ .,,. ------------ ------------ ----·------- ------------ -·----------

22 

25 
25 

34 ------------ ------------

35 3D ------------
36 -- ---------- ------------

42 ------------ --·------- --

43 
.(4 

48 
I 48n 

40 
1 40n 

27 ------------ ---- --- ---- --- --- --- ------ --- --------- ------------ ------------ ------------
20 

Maritn! status. _____________________ ----------------------------------------- 21 21 34 38 ___ ___ ___ _ _ _ 42 ------ ·- ________ . ____ .•• 

Dy color --- -- - - - ---- -- -- ---- -- ------ -- -------------------- - -------------- 21 21 I aa --- -- ----- .. --- --- --- --- 1 44 --- --- --- --- --------- ·- -
10•10-1050 ______ ---- --- - - --- - ·--- - -- -- ----------- ---- ---------------------- 21 -- • ----- - - -- ---- - -- - - - - -- - --- --- - - --- • --- --- - -- - - - ------ - --- - - ------------ ----. - -- . - - • 

Mnrrlecl couplos ••••• -------------------------------------------------------- 22 22 34 ----·------- ------------ 42 ------------ -------·--·-
Dy color ••••.• ___________________________________________________________ ------·---·--------·---- 1 3(l ------ __ ---------- 144 ------------ ------------

Nativity. ____ ---··. __ • -- - -- .... -- - • - - - ------------- ------------------ -- - -----
lll30-JGJiO ____ • __ -- _ ··--·· ••• _. -- ___ ---------··--- --- ------ ---- ------ __ ----

0 ccn pn tlon: 
Ex1ierlenccd clvlllan lnbor force.-----------------·-----------------------
l~mployecl persons ____ ••• -------- -- ---- -------- ------------- ------- -- ----

By color------ --- _ --- .•• _ ••• -- -- • ___ - ----------------------- --- _ -----
1 !l{Q-11)5Q ____ ------ ---- --- -- - - - - -- - - - -- --------- -------------- - --- ----

Exporlenceci unemployed persons. --- _ -- ___ ---------------- --- --- _ -- • ·---

Raco ••••• ----- - ----------- ----- -- --- -- - - ·-- -- - --------------- - --- --- - - -- -----
188()-1950. ----------- - - -- - --- - - - - - - - - . - - - - -- -- ---- - ----------- ------ - -- ---

Residence In 1040. -------. -- _ --· ____ • _. - . _____ ------- _ -------- _ ·------- ___ ---
Dy color ______________ --- -----. _ --- •• ____________ ------- ________________ _ 

Urbnn-rural residence: 

17 17 34 38 ------------ 42 48 40 
17 -----------. - --- ---------- ·- - --- ------ -- - --------- ----- - ------ ------------ -----------· 

28 
28 

I 28n 
29 
28 

14 

28 -------------- ------------ -----------· ------------ ------------ ------------
28 35 30 ----··------ 43 48 40 

I 28a I 30 -·---------· -- ---------· 144 l48a I 40a 

28 35 ------------ -- ------- --- 43 ------------ ---------- --

14 34, ~ 47 38 40 42, 147 48 41l 

14 ·---·------- -------------- ------------ ------------ ---·-------- ------------ ------------

23 
I 23 

23 
I 23 

34 -·---------- ------------ 42 ------------ ------------

Rurnl-!nrm 11opulntlon in places of 1,000 to 2,500 __________________________ ------------ ------------ -------------- ------------ 40 -·---------- ------------ ------------
Urban-farm populntlon__________________________________________________ 13 13 34 ------------ ------------ 42 ----------·- ------------

1930-1050, by color___________________________________________________ 13 13 -------------- ------------ ______ ._ _____ -------·- __ ------------ ------------
105(} populntlon bnscd on old urban-rural definition______________________ 13 13 -------------- ------------ ------------ 50 50 50 

Dy ago nnd color----------------------------------------------------- 15 15 -------------- ------ ------ ------------ 50 50 50 
Forurbllll-fnrm population •.•••.••.••.... -------------------·------- 13 13 -------------- ------------ ------------ 60 ------------ ------------

t For Southern States only. 
' Southern States excluded. 

• For urban and rural-nonlarm parts of counties combined. 
1 For selected cities and counties. 



DETAILED CHARACTERISTICS IX 

SUBJECTS PRESENTED BY TYPE OF AREA AND TABLE NUMBER 

[Sex not indexed separately as nil tables include distributions by sex] 

AUE cross.elas.iifietl with~ 
Citizenship, by color ..... -- ------------ -
C'olor, by single years of age _______ - - - . -- . - - -- . - .. 
Educnt.ion: 

Kindergarten enrollment, by single years of ngo and color 1 ____ _ 
School ~urollment, hy single yenrs of age uncl color 1 ____ .. __ .. - . _. _ ... - . 

School enrollment, by single years of ngc, 11140-1050 -------. --- - - . --- - ---
Year of school In which enrolled, by single years or ago and col01· 1_. ------------- -
Years of school completed for persons f• to 2.J ycurs old, by single yours of 11~0 nnd color 1 
Ymus of school completed for persons 5 to 24 years old, by slnglo years or uRc, 1 U40-to51L 
Yl•m·s or school completed for persons 25 yenrs old un<l over, by color 1 ___ _ 

Years or school completed for persons 25 years olcl un<l ovm·. 1940-\Q50. 

Income_. __________ _ 

lmlustryofcmploycd 1wrsons. ___ _ 
Labor force: 

Employment st11tus, by color 1_ •• _______ ... ______ . ___________ _ 

l~mp!oyment st11tus, by hourn worked, school enrollment 1111d color 1 
Ltibor forci1 stutns, by mnrltul stlltns llnd color 1 ____ .. __ .. ____ - - . 
L11hor force stntus, 1040-IOliO .• ____ .. ____ . - . - . ___ -· 
f4t11tus or l1lllJl)OyCd !ll'rSOllS ... ---- - ..... _. - - - - -
Ht11tus of persons not In tho 111boJ' forcl', by color 1_ 

M11rit11! st11t11s llllcl presence or SjlOUS(', by culor I 

M 11rit11l sti1tus, 1800-1050. _____ .. . _ 
Nntivlty, by color ____ _ 

Nativity or tho whllo populntlon ... _ --- -- -- -- -- .. 
Nntlvlty or the white popull\tion, by sing\<'. years of Ugll. -

Oeenpatlon of employed persons, by color l. 
t~m1sl-honschohl popnlntion, by color 1 _ _ _ __ 
Hncc .... 
Hclntionshlp to honscholcl bend, by color 1 . _ 

OCCUl'ATION cross-cl11s.~lfied wlth--
Agc or l'mjlloycd persons, hy eolor 1_ 

C'lass of worker or employ1Hl Jll'l«Ons 
nctnih•d occu1i11tion or the C\Xpericnccd civil Inn h1hor force \\nd of emplciyNl p<wRous ... 

. llrt111lml occupntlon of cm1iloym\ persons, 104tl-1!150. 

7'a/1le 
55 
51 

01 
02 
02 
63 
64 
04 
05 
05 

80 
82 

66 
71 
70 
OU 
67 
68 

57 
50 
M 
53 
51 
711 
!Ml 
fi3 
li8 

7!1 
77 
73 
7'1 

'I'" Ii le 

52 

61 

Stundnrd mctropolitnn 
lll'eas 

Talile 'J'able 

02 ------------

03 
04 

06 
71 
70 

07 
118 

li7 

fi3 

00 
fl3 
58 

64 ... --- -- ---- -

05 

80 
R2 

00 
71 
70 

67 
68 

57 

li3 

70 
60 
[!3 
58 

71i 
77 
73 

05 

()(\ 

70 

07 
08 

53 

uu 

77 
73 

'l'al1le 
55 
f>l 

(il 
li2 

tl3 
M 

65 

06 

07 
08 

57 

53 
51 

r,3 

73 

Cities 

Table 
55 

61 
tl2 

t1;} 

O!i 

llll 

()7 
!18 

f>7 

ri3 

53 

50,000 to 
100,000 

Tal1le 

Income <•! the experienced civilinn labor force ..• ________________ .... ____________ .. _____ .... ___ ---- 78 ........... -.......... _ .. 78 ------------ ------------ ------------ --·---------
lndnstry or um ployed pm-sons (nmJor occnpntlon group only) 
Orcup11tlon of the expcrlencc•<l civllhu1 lnhor force mu\ or cmp!oyot! \ll'l'sons .. ___ _ 
Hncc of employc.d persons .. ___ _ 

INDUSTHY cr""·'·clusslficrl wllh--· 
A~;, of "mployell persons_ --- - --- ...... -· 
Class of worker or emplciyccl persons __________ _ 
D\)tnllc<l Industry of the uxpcriene<"l c!vll!nn h1hor force nut! of employc1i Jll'rsons _ 
Dctu!lod Industry of employed pc•rsons lfl40-ll1Stl.. 

Iucomn of the rxpcricnccd clvilinn lubtir r01·cc ... _ .... _. 
Industry of cmp!oy,,d persons_ . _. 
Occupntlon of employed persons (major occupation group only) ___ . __ . 
HaCll of cmp!oy<•d persons _____ -------------- -- . ___ ... _______ ... -
Weeks worked in 1049 hy the experienced clvlliun fabor fo1·c<1 .. _____ ..... ___ _ 

TOTAT, INCOME IN 1940 OE' PEHSONS cross-duss{jwi wil/1-
Age__ ____ --------------------------
Cl11ss of worker or thu experiClll'll<I clvilitm lnbor foret•_ 
Fnmlly status.__ -- - - --------- -- .. - ... ---
Inconu't hy color i __ . _ ·- ---~· ___ -~- __ _ 

Indnstry of tho experienced clvlllun labor force. __ _ 

Occupution of the experienced civilian labor fore{•_ 
Hucc .... 
'l'ype of income ___ _ 
Weeks worked in 104U 

o•rnn:R SUB.lF.CTS 
Q1111si-houscholcl popuh1titill, hy col!ll' 1 _____ • 

(iunsl-householcl populnt.ion, 1941HU50. 
Hclutionshlp to hotm•holc\ lw:id, hy color 1 __ _ 
Holutionship to honseholc\ head, 1\140-1U50 .. -
W11ge or s11l11ry incoulll of llw 1JXpcri<mccd l11hm· forco In lll4U_ 
'Vuge or salary hrnonrn of the ox:pl'rienecd labor force, IU:UJ-1U4H _. 
Weeks worked in 194U, by In bor force stat.us. __ _ 

84 . -~." " ..... -.. -
75 

77 

82 
83 
70 
80 

86 

84 
8:J 
85 

8il '89 
92 'U2 
Vil •uu 
88 88 
80 

78 
87 , 87 

03 '113 
01 'III 

50 50 
w 
5\) 511 
[j\) 

01 
!1-1 
72 

~----------·-~-------·------~·----·--~-------------·---------------

84 --------

77 77 

82 
83 83 
7U 7U 

80 - ------- -- - -

84 --- ----- ----
83 83 
85 

811 
02 
uo 

80 

78 
87 
113 
Ul 

IJ.I 

72 

1:17 

59 

72 

70 70 

87 87 

59 liU 

04 04 

1 Stntistlcs by color shown fnr an'ns contciinin~ 50,0IJll uonwhltc Inhabitants ur more; for urbun-ruml nrens, sepumto stntl- ias by calm· sbown for Southern Stutes only, 
~ l•'or urban und rumlMnonfuun 1inrts uf Stu.tos con1bi1wd. 

75 

81 

88 



Characteristics of the Population 

GENERAL 

The major portion of the information on the population of this 
State, compiled from the Censuses of Population and Housing of 
1950, is presented in this volume. It contains three chapters 
previously published as separate bulletins. Chapter A recapitu
lates the statistics on the distribution of the total population within 
the State (originally published in the Series P-A bulletin and in 
Volume I); Chapter B presents statistics on tho general character
istics of the population of the various political subdivisions of the 
State, such as counties and cities, as well as of standard metropol
itan areas and urbanized areas (originally published in the Series 
P-B bulletin); and Chapter C presents data on the detailed char
acteristics of the population of the larger areas within the State 
(originally published in the Series P-C bulletin). 

The major part of this volume is devoted to the presentation of 
information on the characteristics of the population. Statistics 
on the general characteristics contained in Chapter B include data 
on urban-rural residence, age, sex, race, nativity, citizenship, 
country of birth, school enrollment, years of school completed, 
marital status, residence in 19·19, employment status, occupat.ion, 
industry, class of worker, and family income. In Chapter C, 
information on most of these characteristics is presented again 
but in greater detail. The statistics in Chapter C include cross
classifications of age with race, nativity, citizenship, marital status, 
relationship to household head, education, and employment 
status; the occupational and industrial attachments of the labor 
force; and personal income. The general content of the tables in 
Chapter B and Chapter C is indicated in the charts on pp. viii 
and ix. 

Additional reports are also planned on such subjects as mobility 
of the population, characteristics of families and households, 
nativity and parentage, institutional population, chamctel'istics 
of the nonwhite population by race, and characteristics of the labor 
force. These special reports will relate mainly to the United 
States and regions. In some cases, a few tables for States and 
other large areas will also be included. 

Statistics on the number of inhabitants as shown in Chapter A 
in this volume are all based on complete counts of the population. 
Similarly, the statistics on the genoral characteristics of the popu
lation presented in Cho.~iter B arc based on complete counts except 
in the case of those characteristics, such as school enrollment 
and income, that were reported for only 20 percent of the popula
tion. For Chapter C, only the tabulations relating to occupation 
and industry are based on complete counts; all the other tabula
tions are confined to the 20-percent sample. Because of sampling 
variability, differences may be expected between figures obtained 
from a complete count and the corresponding figures based on the 
20-percent sample. li'urthermore, differences between figures for 
corresponding items in different tables may arise because they 
were prepared from separate tabulations. The resources avail
able did not permit a full adjustment of small processing differ
ences, whereas in earlier censuses such adjustments were made, 

In the Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins, the tables were 
numbered in such a way as to provide a continuous series when 
bound together in this volume. Thus, tables 1 to 9 present data 
on the number of inhabitants for this State, tables 10 to 50 present 
the data on general characteristics of the population, and tables 
51 to 94 present the data on detailed characteristics. 

PUBLISHED DATA FOR NONWHITE POPULATION 

In Chapter B, there are a number of tables for the South in which 
additional information on the characteristics of the nonwhite popu
lation is presented. These tables-28a, 30a, 32a, 37a, 45a, 48a, 
and 49a-present statistics on occupation, industry, income, and 
other subjects for the State and areas within the State. Most 
of the foreign-born white population is to be found outside the 
South. Tables 34a and 42a present statistics on country of birth 
of the foreign-born white in the North and West. These basic 
differences between the South and other regions are also recognized 
in tables 36, 38, 44, and 50 in which the content for Southern 
States is somewhat different from the content for the Northern 
and Western States. . 

In Chapter C, statistics for the nonwhite population are pre
sented for all areas with a relatively large nonwhite population, 
regardless of tho region in which they are located. Statistics on 
marital status, relationship to head of household, education, 
employment status, and occupation arc presented by age for the 
nonwhite populntion for those States, standard metropolitan 
areas, and cities that had 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants 
in l!l50. For Southern States, separate data on nonwhite persons 
are also presented for those urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural-farm 
parts of .the State having 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants. 
(In most of the Nort.hern and Western States, relatively few 
nonwhite persons live in rural areas.) 

Selected statistics are also presented in Chapter C for the 
population classified by race (white, Negro, and other races) for 
all States and for standard metropolitan areas, and, in some cases, 
cities with a total population of 100,000 or more. These data 
include separate distributions by age, occupation, industry, and 
income. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 

For urban places smaller than 10,000 inhabitants, and for the 
urban and rurnl parts of counties, only part of the tabulated data 
are published in Chapter B. A complete listing of tabulated, but 
unpublished, statistics for these areaR is contained in the publien
tion, U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. S. Censuses of Population 
and Housing: 1950, Key to Published and Tabulated Data for Small 
Areas, Washington, D. C., Hl51.I 

Some of the detailed statistics tabulated for large areas in con
nection with the preparation of Chapter Care not being published; 
for example, separate data for each standard metropolitan area 
and city of 100,000 or more, and certain statistics for the nonwhite 
population. A complete description of these unpublished data 
can be obtained upon request. 

The tabulated, but unpublished, statistics can be made available 
upon request, for the cost of transcription or consolidation. If 
enumeration district data arc desired, copies of maps showing 
enumeration district boundaries can also be furnished, usually 
at nominal cost. Requests for such unpublished material should 
be addressed to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 
25, D. C. 

1 .Address purchase orders to tho Superlntenclent ol Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. 0, Price 30 cents. 
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XII ILLINOIS 

POPULATION TRENDS 

The State.-Illinoi:-;, organized ns a '.l'erritory in 180H from the 
western p1u•t of llllliann 'l'Prritory, eom11riHl'll nt that time nll of 
the prl!Hent Statt\ of TllinoiH, nlmost nll nl WhwonRin, nml vnrts 
of l\Iiellignn and l\linnp,;ota. In 181:-1 that vortion of tlw 'l'erri
tory J~·iug within the lll'l'Hl'Ill lHnm1lnrip1;1 of Illinois waH 1ulrnittC'd 
to thC' Union aH the twl'nlT-llrst· Stall'. HA i1opnlntion on April 1, 
rnrrn, n1·1·or<ling to t11e SPventeenth Cemms, wns 8,712,170. 'I'he 
Statll hns u lnrnl nren of fiii,mm sqnure rni!Ps. In 11Hi0 there was 
un 11vl•ruge of 1flfi.S iuhnhitnntH IH'l' ;;q11n1·t• rnifo llH l'OlllJlll!'ecl 
with an avm·ngt\ ol' 141.:.! in 'Ul-10. Among tlw Stntl•s, Illinois 
rnnlwd fourth in 11011nlntiou nnd twent~·-thir<l in lun<l 11re1t. 

In lS:.lO, when lllinoit-: WHH iir~t e11m1H•1·ntell 1tH n State, itR lHlllll
lntion \\'l\8 firi,~11 (tn\Jle 1). In l!Hifl, laO YPllrs Inter, the popu· 
111 ti on was ms 1"i111Ps HK largP. l\lon• tltnn 01u.>-h11 lf the 8,650,9fi5 
guin m·er OH• 1:m-yc•11r pPrioil enme In tlH• nhtPtet•nth et•ntury. 
'.l'llP moo v111mlntion of -l,S:.!1,:iiiO wnH 87 times ns lnrg1• ltR the 
18:.!0 1101mla1ion. 'rlw illl'l'('l\H(' of RH,HRfi hPtWl'Pl\ 1 n-i.n nnd rnrm 
l'P]ll'PR1•11tPll n gnin of 10.a lll'l'l'Pnt ovl'r the• llHO Ill>Jl\1lntion of 
7,807,2,11. 

Urban and rural population.-'l'lw lHriO urban population of 
Illinoi;; 1·om11rJH(•\1 (i,7rill,:.!7l 111•ri;o11;.;, m· 77.(1 lll'l'l'l'll( of' i-IH• JH11m
Ja(io11 of tlw Rtnte (tnlill• 1). '.l'hiH 1H11Jtllntion wnH living in the 
:.liiS nr\11111 11lm•p;; in lllP :4tnte urnl in othPr territ·ory int•hule!l in 
the 11rl1nn-l rinµ;t• nrens of the 4 nr\J11 ui~Nl art>aR entirPly within 
tlw Stntt~ arnl tlw Illinois lHll'tH of th<• :l 11r\Jn11\zptl lll'PllH 1mrtl~· 

within 1lw Stall~. 

'l'lw rnrnl JIOJmlntion of Illlnoi>; l'Olll]Jri;;e1l 1,0f\2,tlOri i1ers1mR, or 
~2.-1 lH'l'l'Pllt of the totnl IHIL1Ul1ttion of OH• Statt~ (tn\Jlt• 1). Of 
tlw rurnl 11opulllt"io11, :n!l,IHlCl 11erf1om:, or ltUl iwrc~Pnt, WPre living 
in llw 1S9 inc·1n·portltl•<l and :.!O nulll(.'or11oratl~<l pl1tl't~K of l,000 to 
:.!,rrno inllnhit1wts ( tahle 2). 

Urban population according to new and old deflnitions.-Accord
lng to nw iww nrl11111-rnral C:h•l\nition, tlll• 1 !liiO ur\Jau vo1mlntion 
of IllinoiH indmkll th<~ followiug: ( 1} 'l'lw <l,·l8<i,U7:~ inhnbitnnts 
of tlw :.!-111 h11•orporah•1l plnet•H ot' :.!,iiOO inhabitant:,; or mot•e; (2) 
tlW iil,71:.! illhttliitllll(H of' tlH' la KJ)('l'ial\y <lelilll'lltl•tl ll!linC'Ol']IO
l'l\1(•(1 phtc•c•t-: of :.!,iiOO iulrnliltnntH or 111ore; nnd (;l) tlw 2:.!0,SS!l 
Jll'l'HOllH li\'lng in otlwr l'Prritory in llw nrhnn-":i·inge nre1LH of the 
Dl'c~11 t nr, l'Porin, 1 todcfot'<l, 11 ml Springllel<l Urhnni:wll ,\ n 11tH arnl 
in !lw lllinoiH llllrtt-: of tlie nrhan-frit1gP nrl'ni,; of tilt• Chir•ngo, 
Dtffl'nl)ort (Iown )-Roc·k IKlnncl-i\loli1w (Ill.), 1111<1 St. Louis, 
1110., UrhnniZPll ArPUH. :4incl' thPre \\"l'l'P uo nre1lH in Illinoit-: elaHsi

fl<~<l us urhnn mHh•r Hlll'dlll rnle lll'l'orcling- to tlw ol<l lll•ilnitlou, 
the 11op11lntio11 of the llrt-:t t•l<'llll'nt l'om1n·ii-;e1l th<' nrhan JJO[lnlu
tion nuclm· the old <lc•lluitiou. 'l'lte vovnlntiou of tlw rPmniuing 
Pl<'lllt>lltH-:.!72,rilll'i-l'PlH'PHPllts the guin in tlw urlmn populntion 
of Illinoi;; whi1'11 rt'Hlllte<l from th1~ changP i·n 1ll•flnitlon. ( RPe 
;;eetion hplow on "Urhnu tt1Hl rural n•:;idt•rn·P.") 

Trends of urban and ruml population,-'l:rPnclH in the urbnn 
mHl rm·ul 11opnlntion can Ill' exnrnilwd 011lr on tlw l1n:-;iH of the 
ol1l clpfi11ition. On thl;; hnHiR, tlw 11r\Jau 1101:ul11tion uwrP than 
donllled between 1!l00 nucl 11),;o, ri:;iug from 2,010,BOS to ll,-180,!173 
(tn\Jle 1). H<!tWP('ll l!l-10 ll!Hl lf)i)() the Ul'hllll vovnhLtion lm•rpnm··d 
hy B77,0!.!B, or 11.7 lJl'l't'<•nt, O\'c•r tlrn lll-10 nrhan populntion of 
fl,80!l,Gri0, 'l'hE! in·ovortion of the vnp11l11tion of the Stnt<' 1i1·inµ; 

ill urhnn territory inerl'nSl'll from fl-1.:l pereent in 1!)()() to 74.fi 
percent in rnno. 

Despite declines in tile first three <lel'ades of the twPu tieth 
elmtury, the rurul 1101rnlation of Illinois l!n·n~aHed l'rom :.!,:.!Ou,182 
in UlOO to 2,22ri,503 in lnfiO (table l). 'l'lle ratl'H of dll\\lgl• over 
the tiO·year r1eriod ranged frn111 n loRH of 4.2 percent lwtWN'll 11l:.l0 
and lll30 to ll gain of G.O pt>reent lwtwt>en lll40 nrnl 11lri0. 'l'lle 
lOriO rural population rtcpresented an ilwreit~e of 187,!ll:.! over the 
1040 rural vopulntion of 2,087,riHL 'l'ht• lll'O!lortion of the 1101m
lntion of IllinoiH living in rurnl tL•1Tltory drovped from 4fi.7 to 
25.G rwrcent hetwoen moo n11cl l!liiO. 

Counties.-'l'he counties in Illinois rnngt>cl in size from I'ntnnm 
with a popnlntinn o1' 4,74li to Cool;: with tl pormlation of 4,riOS,702. 
Between 194.0 and 1\l50, -rn of tlw 10:.! counties· 111 Illinois ln
ereasetl in povnlutlon as agnlnst 75 in the previous decade. 
Nine of the eonutiPH whll'l1 gHhwcl ht•twl'l'll HJ·40 and llliiO 111Hl 
lost population in thP lJl'l'Yimrn dt'C'tHlP. :More than onp-hnlf of 
the vopulntlon l!Wl'('l\Sl' for tlw Sh1 tl' lwtween 11)40 l11Hl llliiO Wl\H 
concentrated in Cook Connty, whil'h hncl a gain of 445,.rno. 

Minor aivil divisions.-'l'o tllP 11rimnr~· pnlitieal <livisions into 
whieh countil"s nrf' <liYiclerl, t11e Bm·eu 11 of the Census 111111lit•i> tlw 
general tl•r111 "minor civil <livisions." '!'he minor civil divil-;ion;; 
in lllinoiR l\l'(~ the tO\YUShiPN !lllll elttdion lll'l'l'illl'tS Hllll Olll' dty 
( Ollkago). '1.'lw other cities ttllll the illl'or1H>rnte1l townH ll!Hl 

villages form sulldivio:ions of tlw min111· l'ivil tlivisionH in which 
tlwy nn~ lo ca tell. 

'l'nble 0 fihow,; statistics on the po1mlntion of eaeh county by 
minor l'ivll divisionH for the lirnt three t•eu,;uses. '!'he 11011ulntion 
of Plld1 incor1H>r11tl•1l nn<l unineorvorntl'd vlnl'e ( excPpt Clli1·ngo 
dt·y) is shown Ju italic'.~ miller the vovulation of the minor elvll 
di vi,;ion in whil'!1 it iH lol'a tt><l. "'hPn au itH!o1·11ornted or nn· 
lncoruoratlHl plnee lies in two or more minor C'i\'il diYiHionH, tlw 
po1rnlntion of the :-;evp1•nl trnrtH Ji,; :.;hown in tnhle 0 111 the n11-
1n·oprintc~ minor l'iYil cliYiHionH, and each 11nrt is c1PslgnntP1l b~· 

''part." Figun;H on UH• total 1101mlntio11 of ::mch pluceK are givt>u 
iu table 7. Uninvorvorat:e<l Dlttet>s nrp dPsignntPd h~· "nnlne." 
C!Hrngt•H IH~twt>eu Urn 1!l40 Cl•ni-ins mHl 1 lliiO CPnsu::i in tlw honn
darlc:-; of nrt>as listed nre ;;l\own in 11otl'H to tnblc 0. l•'or l'lHlllgPH 
in bQunclnri1•s vrior to the lll-10 CenRus, see n~ports of tlle 
Sixteenth l'Pn!-lns (lH40), l'rJJJll/ation, Vol. I, lllJ. :.!!lll-:lOll, 11ucl 
r1•ports of earlic•r et•ui:;ust•s. 

Incorporated and n11i11corpornted places.-Iu lllr\O thPn• Wt•re 
l,1fl7 1Jllll'l\H in lllinoit-: im·orvornttt<l HK l'itiPH, towns, or YlllngPR 
Hild aB nnim'.Ol'\llll'Uted pltll'l'H of' 1,000 .i11h11hH1111ts Ol' mor!\, Of 
the 7,147,IJ(ili iuhnhitHlltH or tlW hH•Ol'lllll'l\l'l~C\ llhH'eS, (i(i(),;{I);~ \\'Pl'P 

Jiylng ht tlw 01:.! pla1·eH with frwer tlurn :.!,f>OO inhahltantH.. 'rh<' 
:.!O unineorpornfr<l 11hwcs of 1,000 to 2,r>OO Inhabitants hntl 30,:20(1 
or thP 81,!ll R i111lnl1it n nts ol' tile uni neorpurn ted 11laetts. 

Urbanized areas.-ThPl'l' WPrP four nrhnnizP<l nrPaH Pll1 ire!~· 

within Illinois nnd thi'l'l! nrhnniZl'cl Hl'l'HS 11nrtly within the State. 
Of t:lw ii,:144,<H:! 1w1·;.;011H liYing iu ur\m11lzpd an•n;; in lllinoi:,;, 
4,0ii1l,7"11l Wl~r(• in thp Kl'Yl'll ('l'lltl'al l'it"ieH llllll 1,28..J.,Hll:l Wl'l'(' in 
tlw urban-fringe tll'l'1ts. 'l'he m·\Jnn·fl'iugl' arens hall 1,131,lDll 
pPrK1111H in l:H hH·on1ornt<•d i1il\('PH anti i:m,oH7 in thP uuirn•orvo
ra tt•cl pnrts (tables~ nml H ).. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

The definitions of the pertinent concepts used in the l!J50 
Census are given below. Several of these definitions differ from 
those used in 1940. The changes were made after consultation 
with users of census data in order to improve the statistics, even 
though it was recognized that' comparability would be adversely 
affected. In many cases, the new definitions were tested in con~ 
nection with the Current Population Survey; and, where feasible, 

measures of the impact of the change on the statistics were de
veloped. This survey, covering a sample of 25,000 households 
throughout the country, hao been fa operation since April 1940 
and has provided national estimates of the employment status of 
the population (Current Population Reports, Series P-57, "The 
Monthly Report on the Labor Force"). The distribution of 
employed workers by major occupation group is included each 
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quarter in this series; and statistics on other subjects, such as 
marital status, school enrollment, migration, and income, are 
collected in the Current Population Survey and published annually 
in other series of Current Population Reports. 

USUAL PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

In accordance with Census practice dating back to 1790, each 
person enumerated in the 1950 Census was counted as an inhabit
ant of his usual place of residence or usual place of abode, that 
is, the place where he lives and sleeps most of the time. This 
place is not necessarily the same al:l his legal residence, voting 
residence, or domicile, although, in the vast majority of cases, 
the use of these different bases of clasl:lification would produce 
identical results. 

In the application of this rule, persons were not always counted 
as residents of the places in which they happened to be found by 
the census enumerators. Persons in continental United States and 
Hawaii in places where guests usually pay for quarters (hotels, etc.) 
were enumerated there on the night of April 11, and those whose 
usual place of residence was elsewhere were allocated to their homes. 
Visitors found staying in private homes, however, were not 
ordinarily interviewed there. In addition, information on per
sons away from their usual place of residence was obtained from 
other members of their families, landladies, etc. If an entire 
family was expected to be away during the whole period of the 
enumeration, information on it was obtained from neighbors. 
A matching process was used to eliminate duplicate reports for 
persons who reported for themselves while away and were also 
reported by their families at home. 

Persons in the armed forces quartered on military in,stallations 
were enumerated as residents of the States, counties, and minor 
civil divisions in which their installations were located. Members 
of their families were enumerated where they actually resided. 
In the 1950 Census, college students living away from home were 
considered residents of the communities in which they were resid
ing while attending college, whereas in 1940, as ill most previous 
censuses, they were generally enum01·ated at their parental homes. 
This change affects the comparability of the 19130 and 1940 figures 
on education of persons of college age in States and local areas. 
Comparability of the statistics on other subjects may also be 
affected for areas containing large colleges or universities. 

In 1950 the crews of vessels of the American Merchant Marine 
in harbors of the United States were counted as part of the popu
lation of the ports in which their vessels were berthed on April 1, 
1950. In 1940 such persons were treated as part of the population 
of the port from which the vessel operated. Inmates of institu
tions, who ordinarily lived there for long periods of time, were 
counted as inhabitants of the place in which the institution was 
located; whereas patients in general hospitals, who ordinarily have 
short stays, were counted at, or allocated to, their homes. All 
persons without a usual place of residence were counted where 
they were enumerated. 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

The degree of completeness of enumeration has always been a 
matter of deep concem to the Bureau of the Census; and, in the 
com·se of its history, a number of devices have been developed to 
aid in securing adequate coverage. These devices include the 
special procedures for the enumeration of transients and infants, 
urging notifications.from persons who believed that they may not 
have been enumerated, and the early announcement of population 
counts in local areas to make possible the thorough investigation 
of complaints as to the accuracy of the count. In the 1950 Census 
earlier procedures were strengthened and additional procedures 
were introduced. Adequate handling of the problem of under
enumeration involves not only the development of techniques in 
order to insure satisfactory coverage but also methods of measuring 
the completeness of coverage. 

Prior to 1950, no method had been devised to give an over-all 
direct measure of the completeness of enumeration of the total 
population. For the most part, discussion in census reports was 
confined to qualitative statements based on various kinds of 
evidence. Some quantitative measures were developed, however. 
For example, the underenumeration of children under 5 J1ad been 
estimated for recent Mnsuses by comparisons of census counts 
with survivors of births in the preceding five years. Such com
parisons indicate that the total understatement in the published 
figure for this age group was about 810,000 in the 1950 Census, 
according to a provisional estimate, and about 860,000 in the 
1940 Census; the corresponding percentages were 4.8 and 7.6, 
respectively. 

In the 1950 Census the population of all ages was re-enumerated 
on a sample ba.sis in a carefully conducted post-enumeration sur
vey, thus permitting a direct check on a case-by-case basis of the 
actual enumeration. The results of this survey Indicate a net 
underenumeration In the census count of the total population of 
the United States of about 2,100,000, or 1.4 percent. 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE 

According to the new definition that was adopted for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises all persons living 
in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, and villages, (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more except in New Englllnd, New York, and Wisconsin, wliere 
"towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties, (c) the 
densely settled urban fringe, including both incorporated and 
unincorporated areas, around cities of 50,000 or more, and (d) unin
corporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban 
fringe. The remaining population is classified as rural. Accord
ing to the old definition, the urban population was limited to all 
per~ous living in incorporated places of 2,500 fohabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor civil divisions) classified as urban 
under special rules relating to population size and density. 

In both definitions, the most important component of t.hc 
urban territory is the group of incorporated places having 2,500 
inhabitants or more. A definition of urban territory restricted 
to such places would exclude a number of equally large and 
densely settled places, merely because they were not incorporated 
places. Under the old definition, an effort was made to avoid 
some of the more obvious omissions by the inclusion of the places 
cla~r;ified as urban under special rules. Even with these rules, 
however, many large and closely built-up places were excluded 
from the urban territory. To improve the situation in the lll50 
Census, the Bureau of the Census set up, in advance of enumera
tion, boundaries for urban-fringe areas around cities of 50,000 or 
more and for unincorporated places outside urban fringes. All 
the population residing in urban-fringe areas and in unincorpo
rated places of 2,500 or more is classified as urban according to 
the 1!:150 definition. (Of course, the incorporated places of 2,500 
or more in these fringes are urban in their own right.) Conse
quently, the special rules of the old definition are no longer 
necessary. Although the Bureau of the Census has employed 
other definitions in the course of its history, the statistics on the 
population by urban and rural residence shown for years prior to 
1040 are in substantial accordance with the 1940 definition. All 
1950 statisties on urban-rural residence presented in this volume 
are in accordance with the new definition unless otherwise specified 
in a given table. 

Basic characteristics for urban and rural areas classified accord
ing to tl1e old urban-rural definition are presented for the State 
in tables 13 and 15 and for counties in table 50. The 1950 figures 
-presented in table 15 on age by color for persons in the rural-farm 
and rural-nonfarm population under the old urban-rural definition 
are partly estimated, since the detailed age by color distribution 
was not tabulated for the farm and nonfarm parts of the areas 
that are urban under the new definition but were rural under the 
old definition. 
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URBANIZED AREAS 

As indicated above, one of the components of urban territory 
under t11e new definition of urban-rnral residence is the urban 
fringe. Areas of this type in comhina1>i<m with the cities which 
they surround have boon dcfill<ld in tho Hl50 Census n.<i urbanized 
areas. 

Ea.ch urbanized area containfl at !emit one city with 50,000 
inliabitants or more in 1040 or acoorcling to a Rpccial cemrns ta.ken 
since 1040. Each urbanized arnn. alHo includes the surrounding 
closely settled incorporat,cd plaecfl and unincorporated areas that 
comprise itfl nrban fringe. 'fhe boumlo.ries of thrnw fringe areas 
were c~st;ablishcd to couform aH 1wn.rly ai> pmisible to tho actual 
boundaries of thicldy 1mt.tlocl ttirJ'it.m·y, mmally chttractorized by a 
closely spaced A(:root pn.Uclrn. '.J'lw tmritory of an urbanized 
area mo.y ho elli.HRified into i11c01·porntorl parts and nnineorporated 
parts. (Seo urba11hmcl nre!l. maps which follow tali lo 9 in Chapter A.) 

An urbanizml ama also lllll.~' ho diviclcd in to ccmtrnl city or 
cities and urban frinp;n ll.H clnliMtl \m1ow. 

Central cities.-·--·Althtmp;h an urhm1hwd imia nmy contain more 
tlum ono cH.y of 50,000 01· mort1, not; all ciUmi of this size are 
noccssarily cnntrnl citfoR. 'J'hti ln.rgm;t, city of an area iK always a 
ccnl;ral cif;y, In £Lclrli1ion, Utn Hncond and third moflt populous 
cit.ins in the arna mny qnaliry aH cnulrnl cities providocl t;hoy have 
a population of at; foaHt 0110-t,hi!'cl uf tlmt of thci largest city in the 
arco. and a minimum of 25,000 inhnhitant,s. The namns of the 
individual urhl\Tlizccl n.r1ui..'l indicat,c! t.lw central ciLicrl of tho areas. 
'l'he solo exception to thiR rulo iH fomul in tho New York-North-
01\Rlcrn NC\W .Jemmy Urhm1iz<11l Atoti, tho c<mtral cities of which 
arc Now York Cit:.·, .Jemmy Git,v, mul Nowl\rk. 

Urban fringe.".--The urlmn Mnp;<I inclmlC\R that pnrt of the 
urbanized area which ls crnt.sid<1 llrn <l<mtml citv or cities. The 
following types of nrms nrn nmhmcod if thoy t~rn contiguous to 
the central city or citi<lH or if t.Jrny ttru contig11on11 to any arco. 
nlrcndy inclndcrl in tho urban friup;o: 

1. Incorpornted placnH with 2,liOO i11ho.bitants or more in 1!)40 
or ut a subsequent spetiio.l conHttA conducted prior to HlliO. 

2. focorporo.tecl plaeeR with fewer t.han 2,llOO inhabitantR 
containing an nroa wiLh a concontro.t.ion of 100 dwn!ling unit,s or 
more with a dcnHny in thlH con<iontraLim1 of 500 units or more 
per squo.ro milo, 'l'llis donsi\,y l'l\pros(lJ1ts approximately 2,000 
porsolls per squn.ro rnilo And norrna.1ly ls 1'110 minimum found 
MHOCiatocl with a cl<>Holy spacod 1:1trcot pattern. 

3. Unincol'poratccl tcmitory with at Ion.st 500 dwolling units 
per squaro mile. 

4. Territory clevoLod to, commoroial, imlustrial, transporta
tional, rocrmitiotml, o.ncl othtir ]Hll'posos functfonaUy rohitorl to tho 
central city. 

Also included arc outlying 11011 ooutig11ons areas 1-vHh tho 
required dwelling unit dmrnity looaLecl within lVi milcR of t.110 main 
contiguous urbn.nizocl part, mcaflm·ed nlong thu Rhortest connecting 
highway, and other out.lying aroaR. '"ithin ono-half mile of such 
noncontiguous areas which moot tho minimum rosidcnt;Jal density 
rule. 

TYPES OF PLACES 

The term "pln.co"rcfcrs to a concontratio11 of population regard
less of legally prefleribcd limitH, powcl's, or functions. Thus, 
somo arcm1 having t110 kp;11l powcrA and functions characteristic 
of lncorporo.tcd plnccA arc not. J'ccoµ:nb:cd as pl!l.C<)fl, 

Incorporated places.-In ll majority of instnnces, however, the 
legally prcscribccl lirrits of incorporated places serve to define 
concentrations of population. or tho 18,548 places recognized 
in the 1!)50 Census, 17, llR o.rc incorporated as cities, towns, 
villages, or boronghR. In New England, New York, and Wis
oons!n, however, towrn1, 11lthnup;h they may be incorporated, arc 
minor civil divifiimrn of counties ancl arn not considered as places. 
Similarly, in tht~ Stn.t:o:.; in which towllShips possc:.;s powers and 
functions identical with those of villages, the township is not 
classified as a plAcc. Although areas of this type aro not recognized 

as . places, their densely settled portions may be recognized a.s 
umncorporated places or as a. part of an urban fringe. 

Unincorporated plaoes.-In addition to incorporated places the 
19~0 Census recognizes 1,430 unincorporated places. These 
unmcorporated pl!1.cos, which contain heavy concentrations of 
population, are recognized as places by virtue of their physical 
resemblance to incorporated places of similar size, To make this 
rccogni~ion possible, the 'Bureau of the Census has defined bound-
11rios for all unincorport1.ted places of 1 000 inhabitants or more 
which lie outside the urban fringes of cities of 50,000 inhabitants 
or more. Because local practice as to incorporation varies con
sidernhly from one part of the country to another, some States 
have very few if o.ny such unincorporated places and others have 
a great many, Although there are also unincorporated places 
within the urban fringe, it was not feasible to establish boundaries 
for such plnces, and, therefore, they arc not separately identified. 

Urban places.-In the 1950 Census urban places comprise 
incorporated and unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
more. Because incorporated places of fewer than 2,500 which 
lie in the urban fringe are not recognized as urban places and 
because nnineorporated places of 2,500 or more are not identified 
in the urban fringe, the total population of urban places is some
what less than tho total urban population. 

FARM POPULATION:-RURAL AND URBAN 

Tho farm population for 1950, as for 1940 and 1930, includes 
n.11 persons living on farms without regard to occupation. In 
determining farm and non farm residence in the 1950 Census, 
however, certain special groups were classified otherwise than in 
earlier censuses. In 1950, persons living on what might have been 
considered form land were classified as nonfarm if they paid cash 
rent for their homes 11nd yards only. A few persons in institutions, 
summer camps, "motels," and tourist camps were classified as 
form residents in 1940, whereas in 1950 all such persons were 
elasAificd as nonfarm. Fo:r the United States as a whole, there is 
evidence from the Current Population Survey that the farm 
population in 1950 would have been about 9 percent larger had 
the 1040 procedure been used. 

In most tables, data by farm residence are presented for the 
rural-farm population only, since virtually all of the farm popu
lation is located in rural areas. Only 1.2 percent of the farm 
population lived in urban areas in 1950. Figures on the nrban
farm population are shown in tables 13, 34, 42, and 50. 

RURAL-NONFARM POPULATION 

The rural-nonfarm population includes all persons living outside 
urbn.n areas who do not live on farms. In 1940 and earlier, 
persons living in the suburbs of cities constituted a large pro
portion of tho rural-nonfarm population. Tho effect of· the new 
urban-rural definition has been to change the classification of a 
considerable number of such persons to urban. The rural
nonfarm population is, therefore, somewhat more homogeneous 
than under the old definition. It still comprises, however, persons 
living in a variety of types of residences, such as isolated nonfarm 
homes in the open country,' villages and hamlets of fewer than 
2,500 inhabitants, and some of the fringe areas surrounding the 
smnller incorpomted places. 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin and Purpose 

It has long been recognized that, for many types of social and 
economio analysis, it is necessary to consider as a unit the entire 
population in and around the city whose activities form an 
integrated social and economic system. Prior to the 1950 Census, 
areas of this type had been defined in somewhat different ways by 
various agencies. Leading examples were the metropolitan dill
tricts of the Census of Population, the industrial areas of the 
Census of Mnnufactures, and the labor market areas of the Bureau 



INTRODUCTION xv 

of Employment Security. The usefulness of data published for 
any of these areas was limited by this lack of comparability. 

Accordingly, the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with a 
number of other Federal agencies, under the ieadership of the 
Bureau of the Budget, established the "standard metropolitan 
area" so that a wide variety of statistical data might be presented 
on a uniform basis. Since counties instead of minor civil divisions 
are used as the basic component of standard metropolitan areas 
except in the New England States, it was felt that many more 
kinds of statistics could be compiled for them than for metro
politan districts. These new areas supersede not only the metro
politan districts but. also the industrial areas and certain other 
sinii'lar areas used by other Federal agencies. 

Definl tions 

Except in New England, a standard metropolita.11 area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties which contains at least 
one city of 50,000 inhabitants or. more. In addition to the county, 
or counties, containing such a city, or cities, contiguous counties 
are included in a standard metropolitan area if according to certain 
criteria they are essentially metropolitan in character and socially 
and economically integrated with the central city. For a descrip
tion of the standard metropolitan areas in this State, if any, 
seep. xxx. 

Criteria. of metropolitan character.-These criteria relate :pri
marily to the character of the county as a place of work or as a 
home for concentrations of nonagricultural workers and their 
dependents. Specifically, these criteria are: 

1. The county must (a) contain 10,000 nonagricultural 
workers, or (b) contain 10 percent of the nonagricultural workers 
working in the standard metropolitan area, or (c) have at least 
one-half of its population residing in minor civil divisions with a 
population density of 150 or more per square mile and contiguous 
to the central city. 

2. Nonagricultural workers must constitute at least two
thirds of the total number of employed persons of the county. 

Criteria of integre.tion.-The criteria of integration relate 
primarily to the extent of economic and social communication 
between the outlying counties and the central county as indicated 
by such items as the following: 

1. Fifteen percent or more of the workers residing in the 
contiguous county work in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

2. Twenty-five percent or more of the persons working in the 
contiguous county reside in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

3. The number of telephone calls per month to the county 
containing the largest city of the standard metropolitan area from 
the contiguous county is four or more times the number of sub
scribers in the contiguous county. 

Areas in New England.-ln New England, the city and town 
are administratively more important than the county, and data 
are compiled locally for such minor civil divisions. Here towns 
and cities were the units used in defining standard metropolitan 
areas, and some of the criteria set forth above could not be applied. 
In their place, a population density criterion of 150 or more persons 
per square mile, or 100 or more persons per square mile where 
strong integration was evident, has been used. 

Central cities.-Although there may be several cities of 501000 
or more in a standard metropolitan area, not all are necessarily 
central cities. The largest city in a standard metropolitan area is 
the principal central city. Any other city of 25,000 or more within 
a standard metropolitan area having a population a.mounting to 
one-third or more of the popula.tion of the principal city is also a 
central city. However, no more than three cities have been defined 
as central cities of any standard metropolitan area. The name of 
every central city is included in the name of the area, with the 
exception that in the case of the New York-Northeastern New 
Jersey Standard Metropolitan Area, "Jersey City" and "Newark" 

a.re not part of the name. Data for standard metropolitan areas 
located in two or more States are presented in the report for the 
State containing the principal central city. 

Dift'erence Between Standard Metropolitan Areas and 
Metropolitan Districts 

Sinee the metropolitan district was bum up from minor civil 
divisions and since the standard metropolitan area is usually 
composed of whole counties, the standard metropolitan area 
ordinarily includes a larger territory than the corresponding met
ropolitan district. There are, however, cases in which parts of the 
metropolitan district, as defined in 1940, do not fall within any 
standard metropolitan area. It is also true that in a number of 
eases single metropolitan districts of 1940 have been split into two 
standard metropolitan areas. Many metropolitan districts would 
have been changed, of course, had they been brought up to date 
for 1950. 

In general then, the two kinds of areas are not comparable. 
Since metropolitan districts were defined almost wholly in terms of 
density and standard metropolitan areas include whole counties 
selected on the basis of more complicated criteria, the populaLion 
density of the standard metropolitan areas is considerably lower 
on the average and shows more variation from one area to another. 
Differences between the two types of a1·eas are relatively small in 
New England, and would have been even less had the metropolitan 
districts been brought up to date. 

Difference Detween Standard Metropolitan Areas 
and Urbanized Areas 

The standard metropolitan area can be characterized as the 
metropolitan community as distinguished from both the legal city 
and the physical city. Standard metropolitan areas are larger 
than urbanized areas and in most cases contain an entire urbanized 
area. However, in a few instances, the fact that the boundaries 
of standard metropolitan areas are determined by county lines, 
and those of urbanized areas by the pattern of urban growth, means 
that there are small segments of urbanized areas wl1ioh lie outside 
standard metropolitan areas. In general then, urbanized areas 
represent the thickly settled urban core of the standard metro
politan a1·eas, with the exceptions noted above. Because of 
discontinuities in land settlement, there are also some cases in 
which a single standard metropolitan area contains two urbanized 
areas. The lists of urbanized areas and of standard metropolitan 
areas also differ somewhat because the former had to be estab
lished for cities of 50,000 or more before 1950, whereas the latter 
were established for cities of 50,000 or more as determined in the 
1950 Census. 

QUALITY OF DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

Data for the smaller areas represent the work of only a few 
enumerators (often only one or two). The misinterpretation by 
an enumerator of the instructions for a particular item may, 
therefore, have an appreciable effe!lt on the statistics for a very 
small community-e. g., places of less than 10,000 inhabitants and 
particularly places of less than 2,500 inhabitants-even though it 
would have a negligible effect upon the figures for a large area. 

MEDIANS 

Medians are presented in connection with the data on age, years 
of school completed, and income which appear in this volume. 
The median is the value which divides the distribution into two 
equal parts-one-half of the cases falling below this value and 
one-half of the cases exceeding this value. In the computation of 
medians, cases for which the information was not reported are 
omitted. The median income for families and unrelated indi
viduals is based on the total number reporting, including those 
reporting no income. The median income for persons is based on 
the distribution of those reporting $1 or more. 
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RACE AND COLOR 

Definitions 

The concept of race as it has been used by the Bureau of the 
Census is derived from that which is commonly accepted by the 
general public as reflected in the action of legislative and judicial 
bodies of the country. It does not, therefore, reflect clear-cut 
definitions of biological stock, and several categories obviously 
refer to nationalities. Although it lacks scientific precision, it is 
doubtful whether efforts toward a more scientifically acceptable 
definition would be appreciably productive, given the conditions 
under which census enumerations are carried out. The informa
tion on race is ordinarily not based on a reply to questions asked 
by the enumerator but rather is obtained by observation. Enu
merators were instructed to ask a question when they were in 
doubt. Experience has shown that reasonably adequate identi
fication of the smaller "racial" groups is made in areas where t.hey 
are relatively numerous but that representatives of such groups 
may be misclassified in areas where they are rare. 

Color.-Tho term "color" refers to the division of population 
into two groups, white and nonwhite. The group designated as 
11nonwhite" consists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and 
other nonwhite races. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who 
were not definitely Indian or of other nonwhite race were classified 
as white in 1950 and 1940. In the lll30 publications, Mexicans 
were included in the group "Other races," but the 1930 data 
published in this report have been revised to include Mexicans in 
the white population. 

Negro.-In addition to full-blooded Negroes, this classification 
also includes persons of mixed white and Negro parentage and 
persons of mixed Indian and Negro parentage unless the Indian 
blood very definitely predominates or unless the individual is 
accepted in the community as an Indian. 

American Indian.-In addition to full-blooded Indians, persons 
of mixed white and Indian blood are included in this category if 
they are enrollee! on an Indian resel'vation or agency roll. Also 
included are persons of mixed Indian blood if the proportion of 
Indian blood is one-fourth or more, or if they are regarded as 
Indians within the community. Indians living in Indian Territory 
or on reservations were not included in the population until 18!!0. 

Other ra.oes,-Separate statistics are given in this volume for 
Japanese and Chinese. The category "All other" includes Fili
pinos, Korea.us, Asiatic Indians, etc. 

Mixed Parentage 

Persons of mixed parentage a.re cla.ssified according to the ra.ce 
of the nonwhite parent and mixtures of nonwhite races are gen
erally classified according to the race of the father. 

In 1950, for the first time, an attempt was made to identify per
sons of mixed white, Negro, and Indian ancestry living in certain 
communities in the eastern United States in a special category so 
they might be included in the categories "Other ra.ces" and "All 
other" rather than being cla.ssified white, Negro, or Indian, This 
identification was accomplished with varying 'degrees of success, 
however. These groups are not shown separately, but they are 
included in the "nonwhite" total. The communities in question 
a.re of long standing and are locally recognized by special names, 
such as "Siouian" or "Croatan," "Moor," and "Tunica." In 
previous censuses, there had been considerable variation in the 
classifica.tion of such persons by race. 

AGE 

Definitions 

The age classification is based on the age of the person at his last 
birthday as of the date of enumera.tion, that is, the age of the 
person in completed years. The enumerator was instructed to 
obtain the age of each person as of the date of his visit ra.ther than 
as of April 1, 1950. 

Assignment of Unknown Ages 

When the age of a person was noh reported, it was estimated on 
the ha.sis of other available information such as marita.l status, 
school attenda.nce, employment status, age of other members of the 
family, a.nd type of household. Age was estimated by this proce
dure in the 1950 Census for 0.19 percent of the population of the 
United States. This method of assigning unknown ages on the 
basis of r~lated information was used for the first time in the 1940 
Census when estimates of age were made for 0.16 percent of the 
population of the United States. In previous censuses, with the 
exception of 1880, persons of unknown age were shown in a sepa.
rate category. The summary totals for "14 years and over" and 
"21 years and over" for earlier censuses presented in this volume 
include all persons of "unknown age" since there is evidence tha.t 
most of the persons for whom age was not reported were in the age 
classes a.bove these limits. 

Errors in Age Statistics 

A considerable body of evidence exists which indicates that a.go 
is misreported in several characteristic ways and that certain age 
groups are less completely enumerated than others in censuses. 
A comparison of age distributions from the 1950 Census with age 
dishributions based on figures from the 1940 Census and brought 
up-to-date from official records of births, deaths, and migration, 
suggests that this generalization is also true for the lll50 Census. 
This comparison shows that, for the United States as a whole, 
there appears to be an underenumeration of children under 5 of 
approximately 4.8 percent as compared with about 7.6 percent in 
1040. Males between the ages of 18 and 24 a.lso appear to have 
been relatively underenumera.ted. Likewise, there appears to be a. 
deficit of persons in the age range 55 to 64 years, which, however, 
is more than offset by an excess over the number expected in the 
a.ge group 65 years old and over. 

In addition to errors in the statistics for broad-age groups arising 
from underenumeration and the misstatement of age, there is a. 
tendency to report age in multiples of 5. This tendency is apparent 
in statistics for single years of age in which the frequencies for 
single yea.rs ending in 0 and 5 are frequently greater than those for 
the two adjoining years. This type of misreporting presumably 
occurs in situations in which the respondent, in the absence of 
specific knowledge as to his exact age or the age of the person for 
whom he is reporting, gives an approximate figure. The returns 
also exa.ggerate the number of centenaria.ns, particularly among 
nonwhite persons. In general, the degree of inaccuracy in reported 
ages is grea.ter for adults than for children. 

NATIVITY 

In this volume, the population is classified according to place 
of birth into two basic groups, native and foreign born. A 
person born in the United States or any of its Territories or pos
sessions is counted as native. Also included as native is the small 
group of persons who, although born in a foreign country or at 
sea, were American citizens by birth because their parents were 
American citizens. Since the Republic of the Philippines was 
est.ablished as an independent country in 1946, persons living 
in the United States who had been born in the Philippine Islands 
were classified as foreign born in the 1950 Census whereas in earlier 
censuses they had been classified as native. The small number of 
persons for whom place of birth was not reported were assumed 
to be native. 

Because of the declining numerical importance of the foreign
born population, nativity has not been used so extensively for 
cross-classifications in 1950 as in earlier censuses. Information 
on the nativity and parentage of the white population and country 
of origin of the foreign white stock will be published in a special 
report. The distribution of the separate nonwhite races by nativ
ity and more detailed data on the foreign-born nonwhite popula
tion will be presented in a later publication. 
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CITIZENSHIP 

The classification of the population by citizenship embraces 
two major l'at.egorics, citizen and alien. Citizens are subdivided 
into native and naturalized. It. is assumed that all nat.ives arc 
citizens of the United States. In addition to the citizen and alien 
categories, there ii; a thirrl gronp, made np of forcign-bom per:'lons 
for whom no report 011 c~iLizenship was obtained, de::;ignated 
"citizenship not report.er!." Since it is likely that moHt of these 
persons arc alic1rn, t.hcy arc often included with "alien" in summary 
figmes for total aliens. 

MARITAL STATUS AND MARRIED COUPLES 

Definitions 

Marital statns.-In the HlliO Census, dat11 on marital status 11re 
based on replies to t.hc question "Is he now married, widowed, 
divorced, separated, or [has he] never [been] married?" The 
classification refers to tho status at the time of en1m10ration. 
l'ersons classified as "married" comprise, thcrcforn, both those 
'rho have been married only once and those who rem!trricd aft.er 
having been widowed or clivoreed. Persons reported as separated 
or in con11no11-law marriages arc classilicd as nrnrried. Those 
reported ns never mnrricd or with auuullccl marriages are classified 
as single. Since it is probable that r-;onw divorced porsous am 
reported 11s single, married, or widowed, the census retm·m; 
doubdess 111Hlorstate somowhat tho act.111tl 1nunbm· of rlivorcod 
perHons who have not remarried. 

Jn Ronw tables, the category "Manioc!" is f11rLher divitlecl into 
"Married, spouse present." mid "Married, Hpornm ah~cnt.'' Iu 
the office procrssing, thiR classifieation w11s made for a 20-perccnt 
sample of the data collected. A pcr1>ou i:; classified as "married, 
:;ponsc preRcrnt:" if tho pmwm 's husband or wife was rnported aH a 
me111bcr of the household or quaHi household in which f.lw person 
ll'as em1mcrntcd, even though Im or she may ha\'e been tempomrilr 
absent on b11siiw11s or vacat.ion, visiting, in a hoHpital, etc., at. t:he 
time of the enumeration. The u111nlrnr of mn.niod men with 
wife pres@t. who are classified aR heads of hoirncholdR is tho same 
as the number of wiveR of heads of llmrncholclR shown in the (.ables 
on relat,iouship to heacl of hom;cholcl, except for difforcnccs arising 
from sampling variation or from mcthmls irned in processing the 
data. The number shown as not head nf household is 1.he same 
as the number of rnacried couples without own household, except 
for differences arising from processing met.hods used. 

PcrHons reported as separated arc included in the group deHig
nated as "Married, spouse absent.." Separated persons include 
those with legal separations, those living apart with intentions of 
obtaining a divorce, and other married persons permanently or 
temporarily eRtrangcd from their ~pousc because of marital 
discord. The group "Qt.her married, spouse absent" includes 
married personH employed and living for several months at a 
considerable distance from their homeH, !;hose whose spouse was 
absent in the armed forces, in-migrants whose Hpousc remained in 
another area, Jrni,;bands or wives of inmates of institutions, and 
all 0U1er married persons (except those reported as separated) 
whose place of rm1idence was not the same as that of their spouse. 

Differences between the number of married men and the number 
of married women arise from spouses having their usual residences 
in different areas, from differences in the complcteneHs of enumer
ation of married men and women, and from response and 
processing errors. 

Married couple,-A married couple is defined as a husband and 
his wifo enumerated as members of the same l10usehold or quasi 
household. As inclicat.ed above, this classification was made for 
a 20-percent sample of the data collected. Married couples are 
classified as "with own household" if the husband is head of the 
household. Other married couples, classified as "without own 
household," may be living in households as relatives of the head 

or as lor!gers or employee>'!, or they may be living in qua~i house
holds, Huch as large roomiug houHcs or hotels. 

Comparability 

The category "Sopnratml" was iuclurled in the qucsth>n on 
marHal statmi for f.ho first. time in l!J50. Previom;Jy, Urn q11osUon 
inelurled l.lw eat.egories single, nmrried, widowed, and rlivoreccl. 
This change may l111ve mude Lhe nnrnbnr of personR reported m; 
divorced somewlmt smaller in 1 H50 t.han it would have been under 
the earlier procedure. 

In UlilO, aH in previ011H ccnHrnms, marital Ht.at\IR waH not reported 
for a snutll nnmber of pm·sons. For Huch persons marit.al status 
wits OHl.imated in 1 !!50 ttud l!MO on the basis of age aud the prcstmcc 
of Hpo11se or children. Ilccawm of t.hc 1mJthocls used in 1 !J50, 
however, some pcrHOllK who would have been cla:-;sificrl as siuglc 
1111der the 1 \)40 procedure were claRsificd as "married, Rpousc 
absent" or "wirlowocl" in lll50. 

To oht.ain the marit.al status cliHt.ribntion of the population H 
ye1trs old and over for 1800 to rn:rn it has been nccesKnry to assume 
that Lim small nnmber of pcr;;ons under 15 years old clns;;ifiml as 
married, widowed, llivorccd, or with marital stat.us not i·oport.cd 
were 1-J ycarH old. 

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY 

Definitions 

Household.~-A houHehold irieludcs all the persons who occupy 
a houRe, an apartment or other group of roonrn, or a room, that, 
co11~t.it.11te~ a clm~lling- unit. Iu general, a group of room.~ oecn
piell itH snpamte living c.pl!l.rtnrs is a dwelling unit if i L hm; Hcparate 
oooking e(jllipmont or a soparate entrance; a 8ingle room occupied 
U8 Heparate living quarters hi 11 dwelling unit if it \1aH HO}larate 
cooking equipment; or if it conslit.uteH the only liviug quarters in 
t.ho structurn. .\. hom;eltold includes the relater! family mmnbcrH 
11n<l !\!Ho t.he nnrelitt.e<l 1wrsonH, if any, such aH lo<lgnrs, fost<~r 
children, warcls, or mnployceB who ;;Jiarc t.hc dwelling unit. A 
person living alone in n. r\welling tlllit; or a group of ume\ater\ 
persous Hhitring the Harne dwelling 1111i~ UH parLncrH is also co1mt.cd 
118 11 household. The count of houHel10ldH excludes groupH of 
perK<l!IH living aH rnembcrn of a quasi ):WUHchold (Hee below). 

The avemgc popul11tion per household is obto.inccl by dividing
the population in households by the number of households. Ii 
cxel u<leH penions living in quasi householdH. 

Quasi household,-A quasi household is a group of perHons 
living iu quarters not; clasHified as a dwelling unit, for exmnplo, in 
a hoq,;o witb at l<~ast; five loclgcrs, or in a hotel, institution, labor 
eam]l, or military barracks. 

Family.-A family, aH r!elinocl in tho l!l50 CQnH\\81 i1:1 11 gl'OllJ> of 
two or more perHOUH related by blood, maniage, or adoption and 
living tognther; all such pcrHol\H are regarded as members of 0110 
family. The number of familie:; was determined from the number 
of persons clas8ified as heads of familieH; thfa clasHifieation was 
made for a 20-perccnt sample of the data collected. A family 
may cmnprhw person:; in either a household or a quasi household. 
If the son of the head of the household and the Aon\; wife are 
members of the household they are treated as part of the head's 
family. A lodger and his wire who am not rclatecl to the head 
of the houReholcl, or a resident employee and his wife living in, 
arc considered as a separate family, however. 'l'lnrn, a household 
may contain more than one family. A hommhold head living alone 
or with nonrclativcs only is not regarded as a family. Somo 
households, therefore, do not contain a family. 

The average population per family is obtained by dividing the 
population in families by the number of families. In Chapter B, 
the population in families includes, in addition to family members, 
the small number (about 145,000) of unrelated individuals under 
14 years old who had not been tabulated separately at the time 
this report was prepared. 
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Unrelated individual.-Unrelated individuals are those persons 
(other than inmates of institutions) who are not living with any 
relatives. In the office processing, this classification was made 
for a 20-percent sample of tho data collected. An unrelated 
individual may be (a) a household head living alone or with non
relaUves only, (b) a lodger or resident employee with no relatives 
in the household, or (c) a member of a quasi household who has 
no relatives living with him. Thus, a widow who occupies her 
house alone or with one or more persons not related to her, a 
roomer not related' to anyone else in the dwelling unit, a maid 
living as a member of her employer's 11ousehold but with no 
relatiYes in the household, and a resident staff member in a hos
pital living apart from any relatives are all examples of unrelated 
individuals. 

Institutional population.-Thc institutional population includes 
those perRonR living as inmates in such places as homes for delin
quent. or dependent children, homes and schools for the mentally 
or physically handicapped, places providing specialized medical 
care, homes for the aged, prisons, and jails. Staff members and 
their families are not inclnderl in the institutional population. 
Inmates of institutions are not counted as "unrelated individuals," 
largely because statistics on "unrelated individuals" are more 
useful t.o commmcrs of data on labor force, income, and housing 
statisticR if they exclude Ruch inmates. 

The number of inmates of institutions is shown in the tables in 
Chapter B. Inmates 14 years old and over arc shown in cerlain 
employment Atatus tables in Chapters B and C and in table 90 
on income in Chapter C. 

Family status.-In table 00, persons 14 years old and over are 
classified into the categories family head, wife, or other relative 
of family head, unrelated individual, and inmate of institution. 
This classification differs from that in tables 58 and 50 which 
pertains to relationship to household head (sec below). 

Comparability 

Earlier census data.-Minor changes in the instructions for 
identifying dwelling units in 1950 as compared with 1940 may 
have affected t.o a slight extent the increase In households between 
the two elates. For example, in the 1940 Census, the occupants 
of a lodginghouse were regarded as constituting a quasi household 
if the place included U or more lodgers; in the 1950 Census the 
criterion was reduced to 5 or more lodgers. As a result of this 
change, the number of quasi households probably doubled in 
many areas. In general, however, the number of households and 
the number of occupied dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be 
regarded as comparable with the number of "families," "private 
households," and occupied dwelling units as shown in the census 
reports for 1930 and 1040. 

In the 1950 Census, the number of households and the number 
of occupied dwelling units were identical by definition; small 
differences between these numbers appear in the published reports, 
however, because the data for the Population and the Housing 
reports were processed independently. 

The torm "family" as used in the 1050 Census is not comparable 
with that used by the Bureau of the Census before 1047. The 
new definition excludes the large number of household heads with 
no relatives in the household who would have been classified as 
families under the old definition. On the other hand, the new 
definition includes the small number of groups of mutually related 
lodgers or employees in households and of mutually related persons 
in quasi households who would not have been classified as families 
under the old definition. The net effect has been to reduce the 
number of families. 

In certain Population and Housing reports of the 1940 Census, 
the average population per household included the relatively small 
number of persons living in quasi households. Such persons 
were excluded in calculating the average population per house
hold shown in the present volume. 

The coverage of the institutional population in the 1950 Census 
is somewhat more inclusive than that in the 1940 Census. For 
example, patients in tuberculosis sanataria were included in 1950 
but not in 1940. Furthermore, the identification of certain other 
types of institutions, such as nursing, convalescent, and rest 
homes, was probably improved in 1950 by the use of lists of such 
places compiled from welfare agencies. 

Current Population Survey.-Estimates of the number of house
holds and of the number of families for the United States as a 
whole are published annually from the Current Population Survey. 
The estimates based on this survey for March 1950 were higher 
than the figures obtained from the census in April 1950. These 
differences may be attributed to such factors as sampling vari
ability, methods used in weighting the sample figures, and dif
ferences between the interviewers with respect to training and 
experience. 

RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Definitions 

Head of household.-One person in each household is designated 
as the "head." The number of heads, therefore, is equal to the 
number of households. The head i13 usually the person regarded 
as the head by the members of the household. Married women 
are not classified as heads if their husbands are living with them 
at the time of the census. 

Wife.-The total number of females shown under the heading 
"wife" is ordinarily somewhat less than the total number of 
married women with husband present, since the category "Wife" 
in the relationship tables includes only wives of heads of house
holds. As indicated in the section on "Marital status," the num
ber of "wives" is directly comparable with data in the marital 
status tables on the number of married men with wife present who 
are heads of households. Either of these figures may be used to 
indicate th~ number of "husband-wife households." 

Child.-This category includes sons and daughters, stepchildren, 
and adopted children of the head regardless of their age or marital 
status. It excludes sons-in-law and daughters-in-law and, of 
course, any children of the head no longer living in the household. 

Grandchild.-This category comprises all persons living in the 
household who are sons, daughters, stepchildren, or adopted chil
dren of a child of the head. 

Parent.-This class comprises both parents and parents-in-law 
of the head if living in the household. 

Other relative.-This group includes such relatives of the head 
as sons-in-law, sisters-in-law, nephews, brothers, aunts, grand
parents, cousins, and great-grandchildren, if these are members of 
the household. 

Lodger.-All persons in households who are not related to the 
head, except resident employees and their families, are counted 
as lodgers. Among these persons are lodgers, roomers, and 
boarders, and their relatives residing in the same household. Also 
included are partners, foster children, and wards. 

Resident employee.-This category consists of all employees of 
the head of the household who usually reside in the household with 
their employer (mainly cooks, maids, nurses, and hired farm 
hands), and their relatives residing in the same household. In 
1940, relatives of resident employees living in the same household 
were shown as lodgers. 

Head of quasi household.-Heads of quasi households are usu
ally managers or officers in institutions, hotels, lodginghouses, 
and similar establishments. If the landlady in a rooming house 
reported herself as the head but her husband was a member of 
the quasi household, he was designated as head for consistency 
with the treatment of married heads and wives of heads of house
holds. The number of heads of quasi households also represents 
the number of quasi households. 
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RESIDENCE IN 1949 

Definitions 

The data on residence in 1949 were derived from answers to 
several questions asked of a 20-percent sample of persons of all 
ages. The first question was, "Was he living in this same house 
a year ago?" Those persons who were not living in the same house 
'vere asked, "Was he living in this same county 11 year ago?" and 
if not, "What county and State was he living in a year ago?" 

Residence in 1949 is the usual place of residence one year prior 
to the date of enumeration. As indicated by the categories of 
table 23, residence in 1949 was used in conjunction with residence 
in 1950 to determine the extent of mobility of the population. 
Persons who had changed residence from 1949 to 1950 were classi
fied into two groups according to their 19 119 residence, viz., "Dif
ferent house, same county" and "Different county or abroad." 
H.esidoncc abroad includes residence in all foreign countries and all 
Territories and possessions of the United States. '!'he group whose 
1949 residence was "Same house as in 1950" includes aU persons 
1 year old and over who were living in the same house on the date 
of enumeration in 1950 as on the date one year prior to enumera
tion. Included in this group are persons who had never moved 
during the 12 months as well as persons who had moved but by 
1950 had returned to their 1949 residence. Persons l year old 
and over for whom complete and consistent information regarding 
residence in 1949 was not collected, are included in the group 
"Residence not reported." 

The number of persons who were living fa different J1ouses iu 
1950 and 19'19 is somewhat less than the total number of moves 
during the year. Some pC!·sons in tli.e same house at the two dates 
had moved during the year but by the time of enumeration had 
returned to their 1949 residence. Other persons made two or more 
progressive moves. Furthermore, persons in a different house in 
the same county may o.ctually have moved between counties during 
the year but by 1950 had returned to the same county of residence 
as that in 1949. 

Comparability 

A similar set of questions on mobility was first asked in the 19'10 
Census. These questions, however, applied to residence five years 
earlier rather than one year earlier. 

For the United States as a whole, figures from the Cul'l'ent 
Population Survey of March 1950 on residence in March Hl49 and 
figures on this same subject from the 1950 Census as of April 1, 
1950, indicate appreciable differences both in the proportion of 
persons who were living in a different house in 1949 and in 1950 
and in the proportion of migrants, that is, persons who were living 
in a different county in 1949 and 1950. The figures from the 
Current Population Survey indicate a greater extent of total 
mobility (any change of usual residence) than those from the 
census but a relatively smaller extent of migration. These 
differences apparently arise from the somewhat different periods 
covered by the two sets of figures, the different methods used in 
collecting and processing the data, and sampling variability. 
Furthermore, members of the armed forces are largely excluded 
from the Current Population Survey. 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

Definitions 

The statistics on this subject are based on the respondent's 
answer to the question, "What State (or foreign country) was he 
born in?" In case questions arose in the interview involving 
changes in international boundaries, the enumerator was instructed 
to decide on the basis of the international boundaries as of April 1, 
1950. In coding and editing, the list of countries used was that 
officially accepted by the United States as of April 1, 1950. 

In view of the numerous changes in boundaries which have 
occurred in Europe in the period of time during which statistics 
on country of birth have been collected by the Bureau of the 

Census, and the fact that many foreign-born persons at any given 
census are likely to report in terms of the boundaries at the time 
of their birth or emigration or in accordance with national prefer
ences, there may have been considerable departure from the rule 
specified in the instructions. 

Comparability 

In 1940 the classification of the population by country of birth 
was based on the political boundaries of January 1, 1937. The 
corresponding 1930 data are based on tl1e political boundaries of 
that year, which were, in most respects, identical with those of 
January 1, 1937. 

For the censuses from 1860 to 1900, figures on country of birth 
are shown for the total foreign-born population. From 1910 to 
Hl•lO, however, this item is presented for the foreign-born white 
only. Although the 1950 statistics on country of birth are pre
sented only for the foreign-bom white population in· this report, 
subsequent reports will contain information on the country of 
birth of the non white population. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Definitions 

The data on school enrollment were derived from answers to the 
question, "Has he attended school at any time since February 1 ?" 
This question was asked of a 20-percent sample of persons under 
30 years of age. 

"Regular" schools.-In the instructions to the enumerators, 
emollment was defined as emollment in "regular" schools only. 
Such schools arc public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, either day or night-that is, 
those schools where enrollment may lead to an element.ary or high 
school diploma, or to a college, university, or professional school 
degree. Enrollment could be full time or part time. 

If a person was enrolled in such a school subsequent to Februo.ry 1, 
1950, he was classified as enrolled even if he had not actually 
attended school since that date. For example, he may not have 
attended because of illness. 

If a person was receiving regular instruction at home from a 
tutor and if the instruction was considered comparable to the.t of 
a regular school or college, the person was counted as enrolled. 
Enrollment in a correspondence course was counted only if the 
course was given by a regular school, such as a university, and the 
person received credit thereby in the regular school system. 

Kindergarten.-Children enrolled in kindergarten were reported 
separately in 1950 and were not counted as enrolled in school. 
The statistics on kindergarten enrollment were tabulated only for 
children 5 and 6 years old. Nursery schools were not regarded as 
kindergartens or schools. 

Schools exoluded.-Persons enrolled in vocational, trnde, or 
business schools were excluded from the enrollment figures unless 
such schools were graded and considered a part of a regular school 
system. Persons receiving on-the-job training in connection with 
their work were not counted as enrolled in school. Persons 
enrolled in correspondence courses other t11an those described 
above were not counted as enrolled in school. 

Editing of 1950 Data 

In 1950, as in priol' censuses, persons for whom there was no 
report as to school enrollment are not shown separately. In both 
1940 and 1950, the editing rules were determined largely on the 
basis of information on ages of compulsory attendance as compiled 
by the U. S. Office of Education. Additional information used 
included other items on the schedule and results of Current Popula
tion Surveys showing the enrollment rates for various age groups. 
In general, persons 5 through 17 years of age not reporting on 
school enrollment were treated as enrolled, whereas those 18 
through 29 years old were considered not enrolled. 
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Comparability 

Earlier census data,-The corresponding question in the 
Censuses of .1910, 1920, and Hl30 applied to a somewhat longer 
period, the period since the preceding. September 1. ;t'he. census 
dates were April 15 in 1910, January 1 m 1920, and Apnl 1 m Hl30. 
Furthermore in these censuses the question was not restricted as to 
the kind of school the person was attending. 

In 1940 the question referred to the period from March 1 to the 
date of the enumeration, which began on April 1. There arc 
indications that in some areas the schools closed early (i. e., before 
March 1) for such reasons as lack of funds, flood concli Hons, or crop 
sowing. For such areas the enrollment rates would, therefore, 
have been relatively low. In order to insure more complete 
comparability among areas in 1050, it was therefore considered 
advisable to increase the reference period to that between Febrnary 1 
and the time of the enumeration. 

In 1050, for the first time in a decennial cem;us, kindergarten 
enrollment was separately identified. In earlier censuses no 
specific instructions were given about kindergarten and, therefore, 
enrollment figures for children 5 and ll yearfl old undoubtedly 
included some children enrolled in kindergarten. 

As mentioned in the secUon on "Usual place of reHidence," 
college students were enumerated in 1950 at their college residence 
whereas in previous years they were generally emunerated at their 
parental home. This change in procedure should not. have 
affected the comparability of the 1950 and 1940 national tot.als 
ou school enrollment, but it may affect the comparability of 1950 
and 1940 :figures on school enrollment at college age for some States 
and local areas. 

Current Population Survey,-In each year starting with 1945, 
the Census Bureau 11as collected statistics on school enrollment for 
the United States as a supplement to the Current Population 
Survey for October. The basic definitions used in these supple
ments are the same as those of the 1950 CenRuA. The figures are 
not strictly comparable, however, because the supplement is taken 
in October rather than in April and relates to enrollment in the 
current term. Although the April 1950 Census figures and the 
October 1040 survey figures on enrollment bot.h pertain to the same 
school year, 1949-1050, the April 1950 figures may be properly 
compared with those for October 1940 only if some allowance is 
made (a) for those perHons who left school between October 1040 
and February 1950, either by dropping out or graduation; and (b) 
for those persons who entered school after October. 

For younger children, particularly those 5 and 6 year8 old, a 
comparison of October and April enrollments is misleading. Many 
school systems operate under the policy of permit.ting children to 
start the first grade only if they have attained a certain age by the 
beginning of the scl10ol year. This requirement maximizes enro11-
ments for these ages in the fall, whereas by April many children 
have attained the given age but are not yet enrolled. 

Data from school systems.-Data on school enrollment are also 
collected and published by Federal, St.ate, and local governmental 
agencies. These data are obtained from reports of school systems 
and histHutions of higher learning and are only roughly comparable 
with the enrollment data collected by the Bureau of the Census by 
household interviews. The census enrollment figures tend to b~ 
lower, largely because t11ey refer to shorter time periods and count 
a person only once, although he may attend more than one school 
during the reporting period. 

YEAR OF SCHOOL IN WHICH ENROLLED AND 
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED 

Definitions 

The data on year of school in which enrolled were derived froi11 
the answers to the first of the following two questions, and those on 
years of sehool completed from the combination of answers to both 
questions: (a) "What is the highest grade of school that he has 
attended?" and (b) "Did he finish this grade?" Tlrnse questions 
were asked of a 20-percent sample of persons of all ages. 

The questions on educational attainment applied only to 
progress in "regular" schools, as defined in the section on "School 
enrollment." 

Highest grade of school attended.-The question called for the 
highest. grade attended, regardless of "skipped" or "repeated" 
grades, rather than the number of full school years which the person 
had spent in school. 

In some areas in the United States, the school system has, or 
used to have, 7 years of elementary school rather than the more 
conventional 8 years. For the sake of comparability, persons who 
had progressed beyond a 7-year elementary school system were 
treated as though they had progressed beyond the usual 8-year 
system. .Junior high school grades were translated into their 
elementary or high school equivalents. 

In the case of persons whose highest grade of attendance was in a 
foreign school system, the enumerator was instructed to obtain the 
approximate equivalent grade in the American school system or, if 
that were too difficult to determine, the number of years tile person 
had attended school. Persons whose highest level of attendance 
was in an ungraded school were treated in similar fashion. Persons 
whose highest level of training was by a tutor and whose training 
was regarded as qualifying under the "regular" school definition 
were also given the approximate equivalent in the regular school 
system. 

Completion of highest grade.-'l'he second question on educa
tional attainment was to be answered "Yes" if the person had 
completed the full grade. If the person was still attending school 
in that grade, had completed only a half grade, or had dropped out 
of or failed to pass the last grade attended, the required answer 
was "No." In the case of pe1:sons who failed to report on comple
tion of the grade, those classified as enrolled were assumed not to 
have finished and those not enrolled were assumed to have finished. 

Comparability 

Year of school in which enrolled and years of school completed.
In the present volume, the year of sehool in which enrolled is shown 
for enrolled per::ious 5 to 29 years old, and the years of school com
pleted are shown for all persons 5 years old and over. 

For 1950, statistics on educational attainment for persons en
rolled in school are shown in terms of the school year in which they 
were enrolled, whereas in the 1940 reports statistics were shown in 
terms of the highest grade they had completed. The present pro
cednre was adopted because it provides statistics in a form that 
should be generally more useful to those interested in school 
systems. 

Generally, for personR enrolled in school the grade in which they 
were enrolled is one grade higher than the highest grade completed. 
Data from a preliminary sample of the 1950 Census, however, 
indicate that, by the time of the census enumeration, about 15 
percent of the "enrolled" population 5 to 29 years old had com
pleted the same grade in which they had been enrolled. This 
apparent contradiction occurs because the question on enrollment. 
referred to "any time since February 1" whereas the completion 
question referred to the da.te of enumeration. Thus, highest grades 
of school completed for the i:mrolled population obtained by sub
tracting one grade from the grade in which enrolled must be con
sidered only approximately correct. 

The 1940 Cansus reports included data on highest grade of school 
completed for the population 5 to 24 years old not enrolled in 
school. As a result of the facts noted above, similar d11ta for 1950 
could only be approximated. Two steps wo1;1ld be involved: First, 
one grade should be deducted from the grade in which enrolled 
(as given in table 63) in order to approximate the highest grade 
completed for pei·sons enrolled in school; second, the numb.et· of 
enrolled persons who have completed a given grade should be sub
tracted from the total number of persons who have completed the 
grade (as p;iven in table 64). 

Quality of 1940 and 1950 data.-In I940 a single question was 
asked on highest grade of school completed. Previous censuses 
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had included one or more inquiries on illiteracy but none on 
educational attainment. 

Analysis of the data from the 1940 Census and from surveys 
conducted by the Bureau of the Census using the 1940 type of 
question indicated that respondents frequently reported the year 
or grade in which they were enrolled, or had last been enrolled, 
instead of the one completed. The 1950 questions were designed 
to reduce this kind of error, 

Data from a preliminary sample of the 1950 Census for persons of 
elementary and high school ages show larger proportions in 1950 
than in 1940 in both the modal grade and the next lower grade for 
a particular nge, and smaller proportions in each of the first two 
grades above t.Jie mode. It seems reasonable to assume that, a."! a 
result of tho change in questionnaire design, there was also rela
tively less oxaggeratio11 in educational attainment in Hl50 than in 
1940, oven for older persons. 

Median School Years 

Median oclucalio11al attainment (i. c., either median year of 
school in which enrolled or median school years completed) is 
expressed in terms of a continuous series of numhers. For example, 
the fourth year of high school is indicated by 12 and the first year 
of college by 13. For the sake of comparability, tho fir.~t year of 
high school is uniformly represented by 9, although, as previously 
noted, t.here arc some areas with only 7 years of elementary 
school. 

The procedure used in both 1950 and 1 !HO for calculating (,he 
median years of school completed makes allowance for t;he fact that 
many persons reported ns having eomplctccl a given full school 
year have also completed part of the next higher gracfo. It is 
assumed, for example, that persons who reported six full years of 
school completed had 11ctl!ally completed u.5 grades. At the time 
of enumeration, pernons enrolled in school had probably completed 
somewhat more than one-half grade beyond their last full year, on 
the average, whereas persons who had left school had probably 
completed less than one-half year beyond their last full year, on the 
average. A similar procedure was followed in the computation of 
the median school year in which enrolled, 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Definitions 

Census week.-1'he 1950 data on employment status pertain to 
the calendar week preceding the enumerator's visit. This week, 
defined as the "census week," is not the same for all respondents, 
because not all persons were enumerated during the same week. 
The mu.jority of the population was enumerated during the first 
half of April. The 1940 data refer to a fixed week for alt persons, 
March 2•! to 30, 1940, regardless of the date of enumeration. 

Employed.-Employed persons comprise all civilians 14 years 
old and over who, during the census week, were either (a) "at 
work"-those who did any work for pny or profit, or worked 
without pay for 15 hours or more on a family farm or in a family 
business; or (b) "with a job but not at work"-those who did not 
work and were not looking for work but had a job or business from 
which they were temporarily absent because of vacation, illncAs, 
industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff with definite instructions 
to return to work within 30 clays of layoff. Also included as 
"with a job" arc persons who had new jobs to which they were 
scheduled to report within 30 clays. 

Unemployed.-Persons 14 years old and over arc classified as 
unemployed if they were not at work during the census week but 
were either looking for work or would have been looking for work 
except that (a) they were temporarily ill, (b) they elepeeted to 
return to a job from which they had been laid off for an indefinite 
period, or (c) they believed no work was available in their com~ 
m unity or in their line of work. Since no specific questions 
identifying per8ons in these last three groups were included on the 
census schedule, it is likely t,hat some personA in these groups were 
not returned by the census enumerators as unemployed. Uncm-

ployed persons are separated in some tables into new workers and 
experienced workers. When information on the schedule was 
insufficient for this distinction to be made, the unemployed person 
was classified as an experienced worker, since tho great majority 
of persons seeking work have had previous work experience. 

Labor force.-The labor force includes all persons classified as 
employocl or unemployed, as described above, and also members 
of the armed fol'ccs (person~ on active duty with the United States 
Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). The 
"civilian labor force" comprises the employed and unemployed 
coniponcnts of tho labor forco. The "experienced labor force" 
consists of the armed forces, employer! workers, and the unem
ployed with previous work cxperiericc. The "t•xpel'ienccrl eivilian 
labor force" comprises the two lat.ter groupi;, 

Not in labor force.-Persons not in the labor fon:e cmnpriso v.11 
civilians lot ycarH of age and over who arc not classiflod as om ployed 
or nnemploycrl, inclndinf~ persons doing only incidental unpaid 
family work (le8s tlrnn 15 ho ms during the cemrns week), Pcr
ROns nnt in the bbor force am furl.her classified in thir; rcpott into 
the follmviug oat.cgorio~: 

1. Keeping hoitse.-Persons primarily occupied with their 
owu home hon.~owork. 

2. Una.b/e to work.-Pcrsons who cannot work because of a 
long-term physical or mental illness or disability. There is some 
evidence, however, that some persous wore reported as "unable to 
work" who were only temporarily ill or who, although elclerly, 
were not perurnnontly disabled. 

3. Inmates of institulion.~.-Persons, other than staff members 
and their fami1ies, living in institntions. (Sec definition of inflti
tutional popnlntion on page xviii.) Stn,ff members of institutions 
a.ncl their familieR mo classified into employment status cntegories 
on the same basis a~ are persons living outside of institutions. 

4. Other and not 1'eported.-Persons in this general category 
include tho following two groups which were combined for the 
purpose of this report: 

a. Pr.rsonR not in the labor force other than those kMping 
houso, nnablo to work, or in institutions. This group includes 
students, the retired, those too old to work, the voluntarily 
idle and seasonal workerll for whom the census week fell in 
an l'off" season and who were not reported as llll.employed. 

b. Per8ons for whom information on employment status 
was not reported. Although the number of persons classified 
as "not reported" was not tnbulatcd separately for this re
port, it is estimated on the basis of prelimina.ry data that the 
number in this group is approximately 1.2 million for the 
United States as a whole, or about 1 percent of the total 
United States population 14 years old and over. Analysis 
of the characteristics (sex, age, color, marital stl\tus, school 
enrollment, and urban-rural residence) of persons in this 
grottp suggests that approximately half a million might have 
been added to the labor force had the necessary information 
been obtained. There may be con8iderable variation from 
State to State, however, in the proportion of persons cla.ssified 
as "not reported" and, within this group, in the number who 
might have been labor force members. Pcrsonfl included in 
the "Other and not reported" category are further classified 
by age in this volume in order to indicate the approximate 
number in this group who were probably students and the 
number who were probnbly retired or too old to wo1·k. It is 
estimated that, for the United States as a wholo, approximately 
\lO percent of the persons in this category who were 14 to 19 
years old were enrolled in school. 

Basis for Classification 

The employment status classification is based primarily on a 
series of interrelated "sorter" questions designed to identify, in 
this sequence: (a) Persons who worked at all during the census 
week; (b) those who did not work but were looking for work; and 
(c) those who neither worked nor looked for work but had a job 
or business from which they were temporarily absent. The four 
questions used for this purpose are described below: 

L "Whal was this person doing most of last week-working, 
kee[>inu house, or somethinu else?" This question was designed to 
classify persons according to their major activity and to identify 
the large number of full-time workers. Persons unable to work 
at all because of physical or mental disabilities were also identified 
here. 

2. "Did this per8on do an11 work at all last week, not counting 
work around the house1" This question was a.skecl of all personl!I 
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except those reported in the previous question as working or un
able to work. It was designed to identify persons working part 
time or intermittently in addition to thefr major activity. 

3. "TVas this person .looking for work'/" Asked of persons 
replying in ,the previous qu~stion that they did not work at all, 
this question served to obtam a count of the unemployed. 

4. "Even though he didn't work last week, does he have a job or 
business?" Persons temporarily absent from their job or business 
were identified by means of this question, which was asked, of 
persons neither working nor looking for work, 

Problems In Classification 

Classification of the population by employment status is always 
subject to error. Some of the concepts are difficult to apply; but, 
more important for certain groups, the complete information 
needed is not always obtained. For example, housewives, stu
dents, and semiretired persons, who are in the labor force on only 
a part-time or intermittent basis, may fail to report that they are 
employed or looking for work unless carefully questioned. In 
many cases, enumerators may assume that such persons eould 
not be in the labor force and will omit the necessary questions. 
As a result, the statistics will understate the size of the labor force 
and overstate the number of persons not in the labor force. See 
also paragraph below on "Current Population Survey." 

Comparability 

Statistics on gainful workers.-Thc data on the lubor force for 
1940 and 1()50 are not exactly comparable with the statistics for 
gainful workers presented in this report for 1920 and 1930 because 
of differences in definition. "Gainful workers" were persons 
reported as having a gainful occupation, that is, an occupation 
in which they earned money or a money equivalent, or in which 
they assisted in the production of marketable goods, regardless 
of whether they were working or seeking work at the time of the 
census. A person was not considered to have had a gainful 
occupation if his work activity was of limited extent. In contrast, 
the labor force is defined on the basis of activity during the census 
week only and includes all persons who were employed, unem
ployed, or in tile armed forces in that week. Certain classes of 
persons, sltch as retired workers, some inmates of institutions, 
recently incapacitated workers, and seasonal workers neither 
working nor seeking work at the time of the census, were frequently 
:inclmled among gainful workers; but., in general, such persons are 
not included in the labor force. On the other hand, the census 
included in the labor force for 1040 and 1950 persons seeking work 
witl1out previous work experience, that is, new workers. At the 
time of the 1920 and 1930 Censuses such new workers were probably, 
for the most part, not reported as gainful workers. 

In 1920, the census date was January 1, whereas in 1930, 19·JO 
and 1950 it was April 1. Por this additional reason, the number of 
gainful workers reported for HJ20, especially in agricultural areas, 
may not be altogether comparable with the statistics for later 
years. 

1940 Census.-Durlng the period 1940 to 1950, various changes 
were developed in t.he questionnaires and in interviewing tech
niques, designed to obtain a more nearly complete count of the 
labor force.2 Although the changes in questionnaire design were 
incorporut.etl into the Hl50 Census schedule and interviewing 
tcchniq11es were stressed in training, the quality of the 1950 
statistics does not appear to have been much improved relative to 
that for 1940 by these measures. 

The 1940 data for employ()(l persons in this volume vary in 
some cases from the figures originally published in the 1940 reports. 
The appropriate 1940 figures for the employed shown in the present 
report have been adjusted to exclude the estimated number of 
men in the armed forces at tl1at time. This was done to achieve 
comparability with the 1950 employed total which is limited to 
civilians. 

2 8co U. s. Ilurcati of tho Census, Currrot PopulaJlon Reports, "Lnbor Force, Employ
ment., and Uncmploym~nt In tllo t'nlt.cil St11trs, 1040 to 1046," Scrks P-50, No. 2, 
Sc1Mmbc1· 1U47. 

Statistics for persons on public emergency ·work in 1940 were 
originally published separately; but in this report they have been 
combined with those for persons seeking work in tile figures on 
unemployed for 1940. 

Current l'opulation Survey.-The estimated size of the civilian 
labor force in the United States based on the Current Population 
Survey is about 5 percent above the corresponding figure from 
the 1950 Census. An investigation of the reason for the dis
crepancy is being conducted. Examination of the census returns 
for a sample of houscl1olds tl1at were also included in the Current 
Population Survey for April 1950 indicates that although differ
ences of all kinds were found, on balance, the Current Population 
Survey enumerators, who are much more experienced than were 
the temporary census enumeratorsi, reported more completely i;he 
employment or unemployment of teen-agers and of women 25 years 
old and over. This difference iA reflect.ed in higher labor force par
ticipation rates and unemployment rates for tJ10se groups and a 
more accurate reporting of persons employed in industries, such 
as agriculture, trade, and personal services, where part-time or 
occasional work is widely prevalent. These are the groups for 
whom variability in response is relatively great in labor force sur
veys. On the other hand, the differences were at a minimum for 
men and young women-the major components of the "full-time" 
labor force. 

It may be estimated on the basis of this analysis that perhaps 
3 percent of the total population 14 years old and over in April 
11150 were actually in the labor force but were classified outside 
the labor force in the census rctums. This percentage will vary 
from State to State and between one population group and 
another. For example, misclassification was somewhat great.er 
for nonwhite than for white persons. 

Other data.-Because the 1950 Census employment data. were 
obtained by household interview, they differ from sto.tistics based 
on reports from individual business establishments, farm enter
prises, and certain government programs. The data based on 
household interviews provide information about the work status 
of the whole population, without duplication. Persons employed 
at more than one job are counted only once as employed and n.re 
classified according to the job at which they worked the grcataHt 
number of hours during the census week. In statistics based on 
reports from business and farm establishments, on the other hand, 
persons who work for more than one establishment may be counted 
more than once. Moreover, other data, unlike those presented 
here, genera11y exclude private household workers, unpaid family 
workers, and self-employed persons, and may include workers !cs~ 
than 14 years of age. An additional difference arises from tlw 
fact that persons with a job but not at work are included with the 
employed in the statistics shown here, whereas only part of this 
group is likely to be included in employment figures based on 
establishment payroll reports. Furthermore, the household re
ports include persons on the basi~ of their place of rcsidoncc 
regardless of where they work, whereas establishment reports 
relate persons to their place of work regardless of where they Ji vc; 
the two types of data may not be comparable for areas where I\ 

significant number of workers commute to or from other areas. 
For a number of reasons, the unemployment figures of the 

Bureau of the Census are not directly comparable with the pub
lished figures for unemployment compensation claims or claims 
for veterans' readjustment allowances. Certain persons such as 
private household and government workers are generally not 
eligible for unemployment compensation. Further, the plo.cc 
where claims are filed may not necessarily be the same as tlw 
place of residence of the unemployed worker. In addition, tho 
qualifications for drawing unemployment compensation differ 
from the definition of unemployment used by the Census Bureau. 
For example, persons working only o. few hours during the week 
and persons with a job but not at work are sometimes eligible for 
unemployment compensation but are classified by the Census 
Bureau as employed. 
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HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

The data on hours worked were derived from answers to the 
question "How many hours did he work last week?" asked of 
persons who reported they had worked during the week prior to 
their enumeration. The statistics refer to the number of hours 
actually worked during the census week and not necessarily to 
the number usually worked or the scheduled number of hours. 
For persons working at more than one job, the figures relate to the 
combined number of hours worked at all jobs during the week. 
The data on hours worked presented in Chapter C provide a broad 
classification of young employed persons into full-time and part
time workers. The proportion of persons who worked only a 
small number of hours is probably understated because such 
persons were omitted from the labor force count more frequently 
than were full-time workers. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Definitions 

The statistics on weeks worked a.re based on replies to the 
question, "Last year, in how many weeks did this person do any 
work at all, not counting work around the house?" This question 
was asked of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 years old and over. 
The data pertain to the number of different weeks during 1949 in 
which a person did any work for pay or profit (including paid 
vacations and sick le.ave) or worked without pay on a family farm 
or in a family business. Weeks of active service in the armed 
forces are also included. It is probable that the number of persons 
who worked in l!J49 is understated, because there is some tendency 
for respondents to forget intermittent or short periods of 
employment. 

Comparability 

In 1950, no distinction was made between a part-time and a full
time workweek, whereas in 1940 the enumerator was instructed 
to convert part-time work to equivalent full-time weeks. A full
time week was defined as tl1e number of hours locally regarded as 
full time for the given occupation and industry. Further differ
ences are that, in the 1940 reports, the data were shown for wage 
and salary workers only and were published in terms of months 
rather than weeks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In the 1950 Census of Population, information on occupation, 
industry, and class of worker was collected for persons in the 
experienced civilian labor force. All three items related to one 
specific job held by the person. For .an employed person, the 
information referred to the job he held during the census week. 
If he was employed at two or more jobs, the job at which he 
worked the greatest number of hours during the census week was 
reported. For an experienced unemployed person, the informa
tion referred to the last job he had held. 

The classification systems used for the occupation and industry 
data in the 1950 Census of Population are described below. 'l'hose 
systems were developed in consultation with many individuals, 
private organizations, and government agencies, and, in particular, 
the Joint Committee on Occupational Classification (sponsored by 
the American Statistical Association and the United States Bureau 
of the Budget). 

Occupation 

The occupation information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of work was he doing?" 

Classi:llcation system.-'l'he occupational classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population is organized into 12 
major groups, which form the basis for the occupation data in 
Chapter B of this volume. 'l'he system consists of 469 items, 
270 of which are specific occupation categories; the remainder are 
subgroupings (mainly on the basis of industry) of 13 of the occu-

pation categories. For the detailed occupation tables in Chapter C, 
certain of the categories were combined, and the detailed occupa
tion list used here consists of 446 items (tables 73 and 74). The 
composition of each of the detailed categories is shown in t.he 
publication, U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Ccnsits of Popu/ation, 
Classified Index of Occupations an<l Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

In the presentation of occupation data for cities of 50,000 to 
100,000 in Chapter C, as well as in the cross-classifications of 
occupation by urban-rural residence, age, race, class of worker, 
and income, intermediate occupational classifications of 158 items 
for males and 67 items for females l1ave been used (tables 75 to 
78). These intermediate classifications represent selections and 
combinations of the items in the detailed system. A listing of 
the relationships between the two levels of classification ean be 
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Wash
ington 25, D. C. This listing will also appear in the United States 
summary part of Volume II. 

In the separation of "Managers, officials, and proprietors 
(n.e.c.) 11 by class of worker into salaried and self-employed com
ponents, the small number of unpaid family workers in this oc
cupation is included in the self-employed component. Since the 
data presented in the occupation tables refer oIJly to civilians, 
the category "Members of the armed forces" shown in table 73 
is limited to experienced unemployed persons whose last job was 
as a member of the armed forces. 

:Relation to DOT classification.-The occupational classification 
of the Population Census is generally comparable with the system 
used in the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (DO'l') .3 The two 
systems, however, are designed to meet different needs and to be 
used under different circumstances. The DOT system is designed 
primarily for employment service needs, such as placement and 
counseling, and is ordinarily used to classify very detailed occu
pational information obtained in an interview with the worker 
himself. The census system, on the other hand, is designed for 
statistical purposes and is ordinarily used in the classification of 
limited occupational descriptions obtained in an interview with 
a member of the worker's family. As a result, the DOT system 
is much more detailecl than the census system; and it also calls 
for many types of distinctions which cannot be made from census 
information. 

Industry 

The industry information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of business or industry was 
he working in?" 

Classificp.tion system.-The industrial classification system 
developed for the 1050 Census of Population consists of 148 
categories, organized into 13 major groups. For the detailed 
industry tables in Chapter C of this volume, a few of the categories 
were combined, and the detailed industry list used here consists 
of 146 categories (tables 79 and 80). The composition of each 
of the detailed categories is shown in the publication, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of P(lpulation, Classijled Index 
of Occupations and Industries, Wasl1ington, D. C., 1950. 

Although certain of the industry data in Chapter B are limited 
to the 13 major groups, most of the industry data in Chapter B 
are based on a condensed classi:fioation of 41 groups. Further
more, in Chapter C, an intermediate classification of 77 categories 
has been used in the presentation of industry data for cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, as well as in the cross-classifications of industry 
by age, race, class of worker, major occupation group, weeks 
worked, and income (tables 81 to 86). Both the 41-item and 
77-item classifications represent selections and combinations of 
the categories in the detailed system. The ,relationships among 
these three levels of classification are shown in list A. 

1 Seo U. s. Department of Labor, Dureau of Employment Security, Dlctionarv of 
Occupational Titles, Second Edltlon, Vols. I nnd II, Wnshlngton, D. 0., 1049. 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 

(J!'lgmcs in pnronthcscs in third column nro code dcsiguntions In the Stancllm! Industrial Classification; sec text for explanation] 

Condensed classlflcatlon-41 items Intcrmcdiato clnssiflcntbn-77 !toms Detailed classlfication-148 itl1ms 

Agriculture ________ --------------- ______________ - Agriculture.---------------------------------_____________ Agrlcultura (OJ, 07 cxc. 0713). 

Forestry 11rnl llshcrlcs. ·---- -------- _ - ..• --- -- _ - --- Forestry nrnl llshcrics. - ---------------------- __ ---- -- -- - __ {~E~i~!~f[s ~i~)'. 

{

Coal mining _______________________ .. ______________________ Coal mining (ll, 12), 
Mining__________________________________________ Crudo potroJoum nnd natural gns oxtrnctlon. __ -----------· Crude pc

1
trioleu(m)nnd natural 11us cxtr11ction (13). 

Ml I d i · ( 1 {Metal rn n ng 10 . 
n ng nn quarry np:, except uc · - ---------- ------ · ·---·· Nomnetnllic mining nnd quarrying, except rue! (14). 

Constrnotlon ___ • -----·--- _ ---------- ________ - - - - Construction _________ ----------·------·------_____________ Construction (15-17). 

Furniture, nn<l lnmbor nnd wood prod1wts .. _____ {~~~~~fts;-1;1-ani1iii:-ii11iis,"iin-cfmiffil;iir1~::::::::::::::: ::::-
M1. collaneous wood protlu<Jts_ _________________ •. ___ . ------
Furnituro nncl fixtures ___________________ ..... -----------

Logging (241). 
8nwmllls, planing mills, and mill work (2•12, 243). 
Mlscotlnneous wood products (244, 240). 
l'urnituro 11ml fixtures (25). 

Prlmnry metnl lmlustrlcs. _ - - ___ ·-- _. _____ .. __ - --· 

Fnbricntcrl metal industries (Incl. not s1wt:11le<l 
metal) ••..... ---------------·------------·-----

l\fochlnery, uxcept electriCl\L __ ..... ___ --·----. -· 

l nary ronn1 s cc uuus 11es .. ______________________ Othorprimary!ronrmdsteelinrlustrirs(:l:l2,3:m•). 
{
P ·h I 1 cl t l · I t .· {Blast furnaces, steel works, 1111<1 ro111ng mills ta:lll. 

Pr!nrnry nonferrous !ndust1'ies .... __ . _ __ Primary nonferrous in<lustrfos (:l3:J-33fi, 3302 t, :moo 1), 

\

I>"nhricntcd stllcl products (10 cxc. l!H, 311-343, 31'1 exc. 34'14, 3'10 1• 
348 •, 3•101-34 00). 

I>"nhrlcntml molt\l lndustrics (Incl. not specifier! metal)_____ ~'nbricatcd nontcrrous metal 11rocluets (ll444, 34113 •, 347, 3-189 '.!HOO, 34117, 
3409). 

Not specified mctul Industries.• 

Mnchinory, except elcctrimJ._,. ___ ·-------- __ ---··--- ____ _ Olllcc nrnl store mnch!n11s and devices (:.lr.7). {

Ap;rlculturnl mnchlnery nncl trnctors Gl52). 

Miscollnncous machinery (351, 35:1-350, 358, 350). 

Electrical machinery, equipment, nnd supvllcs ... mcctric•nl nmchincry, eriuipmcnt, and sntlplios .• ·--. _. _ _ _ _ Electr!cul machinery, cquipmcnt, nm! sup111ics (:JO). 

1'1-lotoi· vohicles nml motor vehicle cquipmrnt. --- Motor vehicles nnrl motor vehicle NJllipment .... _______ . _. Motor vehicles nml motor vehicle cqn!pmrnt (371). 

f Aircrnft nncl pnrts .. --·-- ___ -------. ___ . _______ .. -- ___ ... __ Aircrnft nnd purts (372). 
Trnusportntion NJUipmcnt, exc. motor vchicl1• - • 1'1hl1> nnd hnl\t lmilt\lnp; nn<I rnpnil"inir ·-·- _ .. __ .. _ .. _ __ _ __ _ 8h!p 11nd hont b111ldingand re1mirinir (37:1). 

H11!1ro11d nncl misct11l11nco11s transportntion ri111iJHlll'1tt. _. _. Uailroad and miscollnncous trmrnporta.tion equipmt•nt (;l7-1, :175, 370). 

Othct• clttmhlll p;ootls ... __ .. _. __________________ . 

Food und kintlrcd products. __ .. __ ._ ... _ ........ . 

O!nss mul gJnss 11rodncts _________ . _. ____ •. _. _. _ --· _____ --· Oluss mul !(!nss products (321-32.~). 

{

Cement, nnd concrnte, iryrsmn, nnd plnstrr 1iroducts (:12-1, :1~7). 

Rtono nnd olny 1irormcts .......... __ . ___ ..... _. _ .- . -- ----- i~l~~;.~r~;1a1~~ 1((~~j1~~~~ 1\~~~)(326). 
Mlscelltmemis nonmetallic m!ncrnl nnd stone pro<ltwts (:12~, :J2\ll. 

{

Protcsslonnl equipment nnd supplies (IU4, 381-3~5). 

All othrr 1l11rahic !(nods_ --- . ----------------- ------------ {~!~t~~f~~~l~)~~l~~'.'~RY'~{~~~~~;~.~f,~i~t~~fW~vices (:!87). 
Miscolltmeous manufacturing industries (30). 

\\tent 111·01l1wts ____________________________________________ Meat products (201). 
llakm·y pl'oducts _____________________________ -----------· Dnkcry products (205). 

!
Dairy procl ucts (202). 
Cmm!ng nnd proscrvin~ rru!ts, vegetables, llllll SCll totJ1l. 0 (211:n. 
Ornln-mill products (0713 204). 

Other food h1<h1strit•s --··-·-------------------· ----· --·--· Confectionery ancl related producls (207). 
Bevcrl\gc industries (208). 
M!scc•Uaneous food prepnrnt!ons and kirnlrctl prrnhH'I (201\, :•om. 
Not spcc!Hcd food indnstrics.' 

II 'JI d Ynm, throad, nnd f11hric mills .. --- .. ______ . _ -----· ---·- .. Ynru, thrend, nnd fahric mills (221-22•1). 
{

Knitting m!lls _____ --------· ----------------- _ ------ ____ -·- Knitting mills (2251. 

Text 0 mi pro uets. · - · - - - - - - · -- - ... -- -- .. · .. - · {Dydnl( and finishing tux tiles, except knit gomls (~~•"l. 
Ot.lwr textile mill products ________________________________ Cnt"]l(l\S, mgs, and other floor coverings (227\. 

M lsccllaneous tcxtiltl mill products (228, 22Ul. 

A l d 1 f b I t 1 t 'I I A l J ti r h · t l t ·tll d L {Apparel nnd llcccssnrics (2:1 cxc. 230). pp11re an otrnr u r en cc oxt1 e procucts.... pp;irc !\Ill o 10r a rrna ec ox e pro uc S-------·--- __ Misccliuncous lubricated textile!lrodncts (2:HJ). 

Printing, publishing, nnd all!Nl Ind ustrics. __ . .. . Printing, publlsldng, nrnl ulliNl ln<lustricL .• __ _____ __ _ _ _ _ Printing, publishing, nnd nilled industries (27). 

!
Synthetic fibers (2825). 
TJmgs and medicines (28:!). 

Chcm!cnls nncl allied prmllrnts __ . ____ .. ____ .. ___ . _ Ciwmlt•nls um! nllicrl pr0<l11cts . _. ____ • _ __ ___ _ __ __ _ _ _ ___ _ __ Paints, vnrnishcs, and rclntccl products (285). 
Misccllnncous chomica.ls nncl nllicrl products (2BI, 28~ cxc. 282f1, 2Ht, 

28G-280). 

'I'olmcco manufactures ____________________________________ 'l'obncco mnnufncturcs (21). 

{
Pulp, JlllJlCr, and paperboard mills (2G1), 

l'npor and nlliod products .. ___________ .. _________________ . Paporhonrd contalnors nnd boxes (207). 
Misccllnncous paper nnrl pulp products (21H-261\, 2fl0). 

0 1 cl bl l > • I d l . f Pcl;rolcum refining (201). 
t 1er non ura e gooc s. - - .----------·--- ----- ·- I ctrn cum nn con fHoducts_ - ----- ---------- ------- -----· lMisccllancous petroleum nnd coal products (20 exc. 201). 

Rnhht'r products ________________________________ .. ___ ------- Rubber products (:JO). 
Footwear, except mbber _______ ·-··-·-------------------- I>'ootwetir, cxcopt rnbber (313, 311). 

I • , {J,cuthcr: ltmned, currit1d, and finished (311). 
LMthcr nnd c11thcr products, l'xcr pt rnnt,w1~nr •. - --- . - - - - - - J,cathcr products, cxccr>t footwear (:n2, :nfi-31i, al\l). 

Not specif11Hl mnnufoct111·lug !n<lustrles. _ .. _ .. _ __ _ Not s1w~lflcd manutnct.ming inrlnst,rics .... ______ ---------- Not spcciflcd 11mnur11cturlnp; industries.' 

Railrnads arnl rnllwny cx111·css sorvlco ____________ Rallrouds mu! railwl\y oxpm<s service _____________________ Railroads and raillmy express scl'\·icc (40). 

I I I · ' ·I • i {'l'rncklng s11rvico (421, 428). True dng service tl!H ware iousmg_______________ 'I rucking scr\ cc and wmrhous ng_ - _ - --·--- - ---- -- ---- --· Warehousing and storage (422-425, 420). 

\

fHreot rallwl\YS and lms lines.·------ ___________ . ___ ..... __ . Street, milwtiys 11n<l bus lines (41, 13 cxc. 1:m. 
Water transportntiOlL--------------------- ·- ____ -- - - -· __ -· Water trnnsportution (H). 

Other trnnsportation _____ ----------- ----- _______ . Air tmnsportntion. ____ ------- _ ---------- _____________ . _ _ __ Air tmnsportat!on (4f>). 

{

Taxicab scrvi~o (433). 
All other trnnRportutimL __________ .. _______ .. _ .. ___ .. ____ . Petroleum nnd g:isolinc pipe lines (46). 

Services incidental to tmnsportution (47), 

I {
Telephone (wire nnd rndio) (481). 

'l'elccommunical.ions. _____ ------- ---------- - ----- Tolocommun cations .. ---------------------- - ------ ---- --- Tclc!!mr>h (wire and m<lio) (48 cxc. 481). 

See footnotes nt end of tnble, 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF PO POLA TION-Con. 

=========o==========:=:.o====-=-7-·======-=========-~--=---==-========-~==--==-=-==--==-========-=-··=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-~--=-=-==~~ 
Comhmscd classificntlon-41 Items Intorrnodlate clnssitlcntlon-77 Items Dctullcd clusslficuilon-148 items 

{
El~ct.rlc llght and power• (1fll). 

{

Eloetl'lc and gns utilities ..... --------------·------------- .. Ek1ctrle-g11s utllltics • (403). 
Utilltics nnd snnitnry sN·vle<'S Gus and stoum supply systcms (402, 190). 

· · ·· ·· ........... ....... {Wnt.er supply (40!1. 
Wutrr supply, st1ntta.ry services, nnd other utilillcs ._ .. _. _. SanUury sorvlccs (40r.). 

Other nnd not speetncd utiliilrs 3 (407). 

Motor vehicles nncl equlntmnt. (1101, 5111l. 
Drugs, chemicals, nncl nlllcd products (502, 5112). 
Dry goods nm! nppnrl'l (503 5113, 5l:l2). 
Food nnd rclnt.Nl products /fJ04, 505, 5114, 5133 1 5134, 514). 

Wholcs11Jo trndo .. _. ____ .. --- _ .. ------ _____ . ____ _ Wholosnlo trudc. ______ .... -- . --------- -------- _ ...... ____ . 
Eloetrieal goods, hnrclwnrc, nnd plumbing er1mc1111ont (500, fi07, 5lHi), 
Mnchlnory, equipment, nud Stl!lpllos (508, 5118, 5l:lG). 
Petroleum 11roducts (.112), 
l'm·m prorlucts-mw nrntorlnls (500~, 51:l5). 
Mlscolhmoous wholesnlo I.rude (liOOl-5005, .1007-5000 '• fit 15, 5117, 5 llll, 

r.1:17-51~0 ''· 
Not. spcdtlccl wholcsnlc trade.a 

Foo(·\ '· d tit'" d t t J Ilk t !ll F 1 cl cl i . I t t . 1 Ilk . t Ill { f'oo<l ston•s, except dnlry products (54 oxo. 545) . . ,~ 1 ,pro ucssorcs,nnr m ro.a ng __ oo< on nryp1ocuoss01cs,011c m ion n~-------- nutryproductsstorcsnmlmilkrctnlllng(545). 

Entiug and drinking plt1ccs .. _ -------- _____ .... __ Eating nnd drinking pluccs.. .. _ ... _ ... -----------------·-- E11tlng nncl clrlnklng places (58). 

Other rotnl\ trndc._ .. _ ------ ---------- _ ...... _. __ 

Ocncr11l mcrohnndlse n11<l fivn n11cl '"ll Ct'Ilt stor"S {Oonornl mcrchnndlsc stores (53 oxc. !i33). 
'" "" "' · · ' ---------- Flvn and ton cont stores (ii3:J). 

App"r"l l\nd "CCCSSO!'lO• st<ll'"S {AJJPlll'Cl nm! l\CCOSSOrlos stores, except shoo st.ores (511 l'XC. 5GG), 
"' " • •

0
• • ----------------------------- Shoostoros(5Gll). 

Furnltnrc homo rurnlshlngs i\ncl cqulpml'nt stores l'urnlturo nnd hotwt1furnlshlngs stores (571). 
' ' ' · • - -- -- -- Housohol<l nppllt\nco nnd rad lo stores (li72). 

Motor vehicles l\lld 11Ccessorlt'S rott\lllng ________ .. _ _ _ _ __ _ _ Motor vohlclcs 1md nccossorlcs rotnlling (55 exc. 55'1). 
01\St>lhw service stl\tlons_ .. ___ . _____ . -------- -------------- Onsolhw sorvlcu stations (55'1). 
Drug stores.------------------- .. _------------------------ Dru!( stores (001). 
II . 1 f t I t •· 1 ll ll t 1 1 lll {Hurclwaro 11ncl rt\rlll Implement sf,Ol'os (525), t11 < ware, nrm mp emon ' "' JU c ug nm or n rcit\ llf.l. Lnmhot· nnd building mntm'hll rctnlllng (52 oxc. 525) • 

Llr1unr sioros (502). 
Rotull florists (5002), 

' l I n Jewelry stores (507). 
,.J at Jl'r rcto. tmde. - ----- ------------------ .. --------- -- Fu"l l\nd lee 1·ct111ling (508). 

Mlsccllmrnotrn rct.nll st.oms (503-5011, 500 PXC, 5!l92). 
No i specified rot.111! trnde.• 

{
nnnklnp; 111ttl er!'!llt n~rnclt's (00, llll. 

67). 
{

l3unkinp; nnd other llnnnco. ________ .. ---------- ----------· St•cnrlty 1uHI commodity brokPmp;o, nml lnvcstmont compunlcs (62, 

-- · --.. - - - {Insnrnnc(l (ll:l, Ml. 
Iusumncc tmd w1J cstntc _______ .. ______ _. ................. Real cst11te • (115). 

Hc1\I cstnto-lnsurnnco-lnw onlccs' (611)., 

Ftnnncc, lnsurnncc, a.nd ronl cstntc .. _ .. 

lluslness services. __ .. ____ .. ________ . _____ ._______ nuslnrss sct·vlces _____ ---- _____ ... ____ ... _ .. __ ..... _ _ _ _ _ ___ Account.Ing, 11uclltlnp;, nncl bookl«•oplng scrvlcos (737). 
{
Advcrtlslnp; (731). 

M!scellnneous business services (732-736, 730), 

Reimlr services.. {Aut01nohllc rcp11lr services 1m<l gnrnp;cs _________ .. _ -------- Antomohlle repnlr services 1111<! p;nrngcs (75). 
- --- - - ------ - -- --- --- --.. - -·- ---- Miscollc111cous rcp[llr services. ___________________________ .. Miscellaneous ropnlr scrvlcos (70). 

l'rlvnto householcls. _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ __ _ _ _ _____ _ __ __ Private houschok\s ___ ----- ________ .• _____ .. __________ ----- l'rivntc households (88). 

Hotels uncl lodging pla.ccs .... __ .. ___________ .. ___ Hotels an cl lod1li11g pluces ____ .. ______ ---- .. ____ ... ___ • ____ Hotels nnd lodging places (70). 

{
Lnundcrlnl!;, c!Nming, uncl <lyelng services .. _______________ Ltmndcrlnp;, clenn!np;, nnd dyeing services (721, 722, 727 1). 

Other personal scrvlcos . _ ----- ___________ ---- ____ {Dressmnklnp; shops (72711). 
All other pcrsmml servlccs _________ • __ --·-·· _ _ _ __ ____ __ __ _ __ Shoe repair shops (721i). 

M lscollnncous pcrsonul services (123, 72·1, 720, 720). 

Entortnlnment nnd rccrcnilon services __________ _ 

Medlen! nnd other hcnlth services ______________ __ 
Educ11ilon11l services, govcrnmout__ .. __________ .. 
Educational services, privnte. __________________ _ 

Th enters nncl motion j'lotmos (78, 702), 
Entcrtnlnment nncl rccro1\tlon servlcns ..... -.-------------- Bowling 11llnys, nucl h lllurd nnd pool purl()rs (71l3). !

Hndlo brondcostlng and television (77). 

M iscnllnncous ontcrtnlnmenl 1111<1 recrentlon smvlc1rn (701, 7M-71l0, 
7\lO). 

M r l d tl 1 ltl , .. 1 {Medlen! nrnl other health services, except hospltnls (80 exc. 806). 
c< 1c11 an o 1cr 1en 1 sen cos.-----------------------· Ilospltnls (800). . 

Educnt.lonnl servicrs, government.------------_----------· Educuilonnl services, goV!'rnmont}cs2 84), 
Educntlonnl services, prlvnw .... _________________________ E<lucatlon11l services, prln1to ' 

' f , ,1 I I 1 {Wolfnrc and religious scrvic1» (8611, 807). 
. . . . {~ ol nre, re lg ems, nnd mom hers 1lp organ zntlons_ ------- Nonprofit m_emborshlri orgnnizntlons (8tll-8Gfi, 80\l), 

Other p1ofesslonal nud rclnl.ed services___________ {Logtil services (81). 
Lcgnl, engineering, nnd misc. profcsslounl sm·vlces _________ Englneorlng nnd 1\rchltect.urnl set•vlces (801). 

Miscellaneous prorosslonul nnd rclntcd services (80 oxc. 801). 

Public ndmlnlstrntion_ -------------------------- Fcclornl puhllc admlnist,rati<m ________ --------------------· Fedcml public 11dmlnistrntlon (OO ') f Postnl service.-------------------------------------------- Postal service. } 

ls t , cl I I l ll d · l l {Btnto puhllc nclmlnlstrntlon · ta" nn OC(l rm J o a mm strt\t on ____ .. ________________ Loc11l public 11dml11lstrntlon 

Industry not reported _____ .. ---------- __ --------- Industry not roportc<L. __________ --------- ______ ---- _ ----- Industry not reported (Oil). 
----------- ---'--'------------------------'-----------·-------·· ···---·-····-··- ·-----'"'" 

NOTE: Seo Exc\cutlvo Oil\cc of tht> President, Bumm of tho Dudgct, Standrml Indnslrial Classification Manna!, Vol. I, Man11fact11rino lndnstries, l'tu'L 1 (Novcmher HJ.15 
edition); and Vol. II, Nonman11facurino Indnstrles (May lll·ill edition), Wnshlngton, D. C. 

1 Components or SIC Cl\togorlcs 3302 and 3309 nro nllocato<l between ''Other primary Iron nnd stcol lndustrlcs" and "Primary nonforrous lndustrh's" on a ferrous-nonft•rrous basts. 
'Components or SIC cl\tcp;orics 3403 nnd 3480 arc nl!oc11ted between "FnbrlCl\tcd steel \iroclucts" nnd "llt1hric11t.ed nonferrnus mot:1l protlucts" on n f<>rro11s-no11f<'rrous basts. 
3 In the Population Census system, "not specified" cntogorlcs were sot up within cortn n r,1•;mps to tnko cure of schmlulo returns which were not sufllcicntly pn•cisc for 1\llocntlo11 

to n speclflc category within tho ~roup. 
•"Electric light nnd power" t1nd "Eloct.rlc-gas utllltlcs" nro comblnacl into n sing lo Cl\tcgory ln tho Volume n tt1hlt's on dctuilrd lntlustry. 
'Components of SIO cutcgorlrs 5000 untl 5130 aro allocntotl by typo ol morclmn<llse to the appropriate l'opulntlon Census wholesnlo tmdo c1\tcgory, wlll'rcvc.r posslhlr. 
'"Heal estntc.'' and "Roa.I estatc-lnsurancc-lnw offices" arc combined Into t\ single c11tcgory in I.ho Volume lI tables on dct111lt•d Industry. 
7 Dressmaking shops are shown separately from the rest of SIC cate~ory 7271, which ls tncludod ln "Lnnnderlng, cleaning, and dyolng scrvlccs," 
8 See text for explanation of basic dl!Tcronce botwoon SIC nncl Population Census ln clnsslficatlon of government workers. 
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Rela.tion to Sta.nda.rd Industria.1 Classification.-List A shows 
for each Population Census category the code designation of the 
similar category or categories in the Standard Industrial Classi
fication (SIC). This relationship is presented here for general 
information purposes only and does not imply complete compara
bility. The SIC, which was developed under the sponsorship of 
the United States Bureau of the Budget, is designed for the classi
fication of industry reports from establishments. These reports 
are, by their nature and degree of detail, considerably different 
from industry reports obtained from household enumerations such 
as the Population Census. As a result, many distinctions called for 
in the SIC cannot be observed in the Population Census. Further
more, the needs which the Population Census data are designed to 
meet frequently differ from the needs which the establishment, 
data meet. Perhaps the most basic difference between the two 
systems is in the allocation of government workers. The SIC 
classifies all government agencies in a single major group, whereas 
the Population Census industrial classification system allocates 
them among the various groups according to t:••pe of activity, as 
explained in tho next paragraph. 

Definition of "Public administration. "-Tho n111jor group 
"Public administration" includes only those activities which are 
uniq110ly governmental functions, such as legislative and judicial 
activities and most of the activities in the executive agencies. 
Government agencies engaged in educational and medical services 
and in activities commonly carried on also by private enterprises, 
such as transportation and manufacturing, are classified in the 
appropriate industrial category. For example, persons employed 
by a hospital arc classified in the "hospitals" category, regardless 
of whether they are paid from private or public funds. Tho 
total number of government workers appears here in the data on 
class of worker; of particular significance in this connection is the 
cross-classification of industry by class of worker (table 83). 

Relation to certain occupation groups.-In the Populatfon 
Census classification systems, the industry category "Agriculture" 
is somewhat more inclusive than the total of the two major occu
pation groups, "Farmers and farm managers" and "Farm laborers 
and foremen." The industry category includes, in addition to all 
persons in these two major occupation groups, (a) ot.her persons 
employed on farms, such as truck drivers, mechanics, and book
keepers, and (b) persons engaged in agricultural activities other 
than strictly farm operation, such as crop dust.ing or spraying, 
cotton ginning, and landscape gardening. Similarly, the industry 
category "Private households" is somewhat more inclusive tlum 
the major occupation group "Private household workers." In 
addition to the housekeepers, laundresses, and miscellaneous types 
of domestic workers covered by the major occupation group, the 
industry category includes persons in occupations such as chauf
feur and secretary, if they work for private households. 

Class of Worker 

The class-of-worker information, as noted above, refers to the 
same job as does the occupation and industry information. The 
allocation of a person to a particular class-of-worker category is 
basically independent, however, of the occupation or industry 
in which he worked. The classification by class of worker consis~s 
of four categories which are defined as follows: 

1. Private wage and salary workers.-Persons who worked for 
a private employer for wages, salary, commission, tips pav-in-
kind, or at piece rates, ' · 

2. Government workers.-Perso11s who worked for any govern
mental unit (Federal, State, or local), regardless of the activity 
which the particular agency carried on. 

3. Self-employed workers.-Pe1·sons wl10 worked for profit or 
fees in their own business, profession, or trade, or who operated a 
farm either as an own~r or tenant. Included here are the owncr
operators of large stores and manufacturing establishments as 
well as small merchants, independent craftsmen and professional 
m~n, farmer~, peddlers, and other persons who conducted enter
prises of their own. Persons paid to manage businesses or farms 
owned by other persons or by corporations, on the other hand, are 

classified as private wage and salary workers (or, in some few cases, 
as government workers). 

4. Unpaid family workers.-Persons who worked without pay 
on a farm or in a business operated by a member of the household 
to whom they are related by blood or marriage. The great major
ity of unpaid family workers are farm laborers. 

The relatively small number of persons for whom class of 
worker was not reported has been included among private wage 
and salary workers unless there was evidence on the census schedule 
that they should have been classified in one of the other class-of
wor ker categories. 

Quality of Data 

The omission from the labor fOTce of an apprec'iable number of 
workers (mainly youths, women, and part-time workers), a<J ex
plained in the section on "Employment status,'' has probably re
sulted in some understatement in many of the occupation, indus
try, and class-of-worker figures. Another factor t.o be considered 
in the interpretation of these data is that enumerators sometimeH 
returned occupation and industry designations which were not, 
sufficiently specific for precise allocation. One cause may have 
been the enumerator's carelessness or his lack of knowledge of how 
to describe a particular job on t.he census schedule. Another 
possible cause was lack of adequate knowledge about the worker's 
job on the part of the housewife or other person from whom the 
enumerator obtained the information. Indefinite occupation and 
industry returns can frequently be assigned, how1wor, to tho appro
priate category through tho use of supplementary information. 
For example, in the case of occupation, the industry return on the 
census schedule is often of great assistance. In the case of in
definite industry returns, helpful information can frequently be 
obtained from outside sourees regarding the types of industrial 
activity in the given area. The basic document used in the alloca
tion of the schedule returns of occupation and industry to the 
appropriate categories of the classification systems is the publica
tion, U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Popula.tion, Alpha
betical Index of Occupations and Ind1rntries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

It can be expected that the application of detailed occupational 
and industrial classifications to approximately 60 million workers 
will be subject to some error. Although the number of misclassi
fications probably does not have any serious effect on the useful
ness of most of the data, there are a few oases where relativelv 
small numbers of erroneous returns may produce what might b·~ 
regarded as a serious misstatement of the facts, 'l'hese cases 
rela.te mainly to the numbers of women and children shown in 
occupations which are lmu:rnal for such persons, and to the 
government workers shown in industries that are ordinarily not 
carried on by government a!!;eneies. Sotne or the more obvious 
misclassifications have been adjusted, but it was not possible to 
perform a complete review of the data for small discrepancies. 

Comparability 

1940 Census data.-The changes in schedule design and inter
viewing techniques for the labor force questions, as explained int.he 
scetion on "Employment status,'' do not affect comparability 
between 1940 and 1950 for most of the occupation, industry, and 
class-of-worker categories. There is evidence, however, that, for 
the categories which include relatively large proportions of female 
unpaid family workers ("Farm laborers, unpaid family workers," 
"Agriculture," and "Unpaid family workers"), the 1940 data are 
sometimes understated by an appreciable amount relative to 1950. 

For experienced unemployed persons the 1950 occupation data 
are not comparable with the data shown in the 19,10 Third Series 
bulletinR. The occupation data for public emergency workers 
(one of the two component groups of the unemployed in 1940) 
refer to "current job," whereas the "last job" of the unemployed 
was reported in 1950. 

The occupational and industrial classification systems used in 1940 
are basically the same as those of 1950. There are a number of 
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differences, liowcver, in the title and content for certain items, 
and in the degree of detail shown for the various major groups. A 
complete analysis of classification differences between 1940 and 
1950 is in preparation. The 1940 classification system for class of 
worker is comparable with the 1950 classificat.ion system. 

The 1940 occupation and industry data shown in this volume 
include adjustments which take account of the differences between 
the 1940 and 1950 classification systems. These adjustments were 
based mainly on estimates developed from figures for the country 
as a whole, rather than from a detailed evaluation of the various 
classification differences in each State. 

In addition, satisfactory numerical information was not always 
available on the effect of some classification changes, even on a na
tional level. Furthermore, there were certain differences between the 
1940 and 1950 coding and editing procedures which could not be 
measured statistically. Caution should be exercised, therefore, in 
interpreting small numerical changes. Caution should also be 
exercised with regard to large relative increases in the numbers of 
women engaged in occupations which are unusual for women. 
Although it is certainly true that women have expanded the range 
of their occupational activities during the last decade, the figures 
shown here may, in some cases, tend to overstate this expansion 
because more intensive checking of questionable returns of this 
type was performed in 1940 than in 1950; this is particularly true 
of the railroad occupations. 

The 1940 data on occupation, industry, and class of worker 
shown in thhi volume have been revised to eliminate members of 
the armed forces, in order to achieve comparabilit.y with the 1050 
figures for the employed which are limited to civilians. In the 
occupation tables of the 1940 reports, the armed forces were 
mainly included in the major group "Protective service workers." 
In the industry tables, the armed forces were all included in the 
major group "Government." In the class-of-worker tables, the 
armed forces were all included in the category "Government 
workers" (or in the total "Wage or salary workers"). 

The l\l40 major occupation group figures presented in Chapter 
C of this volume may differ in some ca.Res from the corresponding 
figures presented in Chapter B. The revised figures shown in 
Chapter C were developed by a mere detailed analysis of the 
1940-l!l50 classification differences than were the figures in 
Chapter B. 

1930 and earlier census data.-Prior to 1940, the census data 
on the economically active population referred to "gainful workers" 
rather than to "labor force." The differences between these two 
concepts are described in the section on "Employment status." 
The effects of this variation in approach on the various occupation 
and industry categories are virtually impossible to measure. For 
most categories, the number of gainful workers is probably 
equivalent to the number of persons in the experienced civilian 
labor force. For certain categories, particularly those with rela
tively large numbers of seasonal workers, the gainful worker 
ngures are probably somewhat greater than the labor force figures. 

The occupational and industrial classification systems used in 
the 1930 Census and earlier censuses were markedly different from 
the 1950 systems. The relationship between the present and 
earlier systems is beii1g analyzed, and the results of the study will 
be made available by the Census Bureau. For information on 
occupation and industry data from 1930 and earlier censuses, see 
the publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census 
Reports, Population, Comparative Occupation Statistics jor the 
United States, 1870 to 1940, Washington, D. C., ~943. 

Other data.-Comparability between the statistics presented in 
this volume and statistics from other sources is frequently affected 
by the use of different classification systems, as well as. by many of 
the factors described in the paragraphs on comparability with 
Current Population Survey data and other data in the section on 
"Employment status." 

INCOME 

Definitions 

Components of income.-Income, as defined in the 1950 Census, 
is the sum of money received from wages or salaries, net income 
(or loss) from self-employment, and income other t1rn.n earnings. 
The figures in this report represent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income taxes, social security, bond 
purchases, union dues, etc. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as income: 
money received from the sale of property, unless the recipient was 
engaged in the business of selling such property; the value of 
income "in kind," such as food produced and consumed in the 
home or free living quarters; withdrawals of bank deposits; money 
borrowed; tax refunds; gifts and lump-sum inheritances or insurance 
payments. 

Information was requested of a 20-percont sample of persons 1,1 
years of age and over on the following income categories: (a) The 
amount of money wages or salary received in 1949; (b) the amount 
of net money income received from self-employment in 1949; and 
(c) the amount of other money income received in 1949. If the 
person was the head of a family, these three questions wore 
repeated for the other family members as a group in order ta 
obtain the income of the whole family. The composition of 
families is as found at the time of interview, although the time 
period covered by the income statistics is the calendar year 1949. 
Specific definitions of these three categories are as follows: 

1. Wages or salary.-This is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee. It includes wages, 
salary, armed forces pay, commissions, tips, piece-rate payments, 
and cash bonuses earned. 

2. Self-employment income.-This is defined as net money 
income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) from a business 
farm, or professional enterprise in which the parson was engaged 
on his own account or as an unincorporated employer. Gross 
receipts include the value of all goods sold and services rendered. 
Expenses include the costs of goods purchased, rent, heat, light, 
power, depreciation charges, wages and salaries paid, business 
taxes, etc. 

3. Income other than earnings.-This includes money income 
received from sources other than wages or salary and self-employ
ment, such as net income (or loss) from rents or receipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, dividends, and periodic 
income from estates and trust funds; pensions; veterans' payments, 
armed forces allotments for dependents, and other governmental 
payments or assistance; and other income such as contributions 
for support from persons who are not members of the household, 
alimony, and periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities. 

Statistics on the income of fo.milies and unrelated individuals 
are presented in Chapter B. Unrelated individuals are shown by 
the amount of their own income; for family groups, however, the 
combined incomes of all members of each family are treated as a 
single amount. In Chapter C, data are presented for all persons 
14 years of age and over, tabulated by the amount of their own 
income. 

Quality of the Income Data 

The figures in this census, as in all field surveys of income, arc 
subject to errors of response and nonreporting. In most cases 
the schedule entries for income are based not on records but on 
memory, usually that of the housewife, The memory factor in 
data derived from field surveys of income probably produces 
underestimates, because the tendency is to forget minor or irregular 
sources of income. Other errors of reporting are clue to misunder
standing of the income questions or to misrepresentation. 

A possible source of understatement in the figures on family 
income was the assumption in the editing process that there was 
no other income in the family when only the head's income was 
reported. It is estimated that this assumption was made for 
about 5 percent of the families. This procedure was adopted in 
order to make maximum use of the information obtained, In the 
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large majority of the fully reported cases, the head's income con
stituted o,11 or most of the total family income. 

The income tables in Chapter B include in the lowest income 
group (under $500) those families and unrelated individuals who 
were classified as having no l IH9 income, as defined in the census. 
For the country as a whole, about Ci percent of the families and 
unrelated individuals were reported as having no income. Many 
of these were living on income "in kind," savings, or gifts, or were 
newly created families or families in which the sole breadwinner 
had recently died or left the household. A relatively large pro
portion, however, probably had some money income which was 
not recorded in the census. 

Although l;hc 1950 Census income data arc subject to these 
limitntions, they appear to be of about the same quality as those 
obtained from tl1e Current Population Survey, which has provided 
a consistent series of national estimates of the distribution of 
consumer income each year since 1944. 

Comparability 

1940 Census data.-In 1!)40 all persons 14 years of age and 
over were asked to report (a) the amount of money wages or 
salary received in 1039 and (b) whether income amounting to $50 
or more was received in Hl39 from sources other than money 
wages or salaries. Comparable wage or salary income distributions 
for 1040 and Hl50 arc presented in table !H of this report. All 
of tho othm· 1!)50 Census income data shown in this report relate 
to total money income and arc more inclusive than are the statistics 
from the 1940 Census. 

Income ta.x da.ta.-For several reasons, the income data shown 
in this report are not directly comparable with those which may 
be obtained from statistical summaries of income tax returns. 
Income as defined for tax purposes differs somewhat from the 
Bureau of the Census concept. Moreover, the coverage of income 
tax statistics is less inclusive because of the exemptions of persons 
having small amounts of income. Furthermore, some of the 

income tax returns are filed as separate returns and others as 
joint returns; and, consequently, the income reporting unit is not 
consistently either a family or a person. 

Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance wage record data.
The wage or salary data shown in this report are not directly 
comparable with those which may be obtained from the wage 
records of the Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance for 
several reasons. The coverage of the wage record data for 1949 
is less inclusive 1;han the 1950 Census data because of the exclusion 
of the wages or salaries of such groups as domestic servants, farm 
laborers, governmental employees, and employees of nonprofit 
institutions. Furthermore, no wages or salaries received from 
any one employer in excess of $3,000 in 1949 are covered by the 
wage record data. Finally, as the Bureau of the Census data arc 
obtained by household interviews, they will differ from the Old 
Age and Survivors Insurance wage record data which are based 
upon employers' reports. 

Office of Business Economics State income payments series.
The Office of Business Economics of the Department of Commerce 
publishes data on the aggregate income received by the population 
in each State. If the aggregate income were estimated from the 
income distributions shown in this report, it would be smaller 
than that shown in the State income payments series for sevcrnl 
reasons. The Bureau of the Census data are obtained by house
hold interview, whereas the State income payments series is 
estimated largely on the basis of data derived from business and 
governmental sources. Moreover, the definitions of income are 
different. The State income pnyments series includes some items 
not included in the income data shown in this report, such as 
income in kind, the value of the services of banks and other 
financial intermediaries rendered to persons without the assessment: 
of specific charges, and the income of persons who died or emigrated 
prior to April 1, 1950. On the other hand, the Bureau of the 
Census income data include contributions for support received 
from persons not residing in the same living quarters. 

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE DATA 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Some of the data in the tables which follow are indicated by 
11st,crisks or by headnotes as being base.cl on information asked of 
a representative 20-percent sample of the population. A separate 
line was provided on the population schedules for each person enu
meratccl, with every fifth line designated as a sample line. Within 
each enumeration district, the schedules were divided approxi
mately equally among five versions. On each version the sample 
constituted a different set of lines so that each line on the schedule 
was in the sample on one of the five versions. The persons 
enumerated on these sample lines were asked all of the pertinent 
sample questions.4 

Although the procedures used did not automatically insure an 
exact 20-perccnt sample of persons in each locality, they were 
unbiased and for large areas the deviation from 20 percent was 
expected to be quite small. Small biases, however, arose when the 
enumerator failed to follow his sampling instructions exactly. 
These biases were usually in the direction of a slight under
representation of adult ma1eR, particularly heads of households, 
with the result that the i;ample of all persons was very slightly 
under 20 percent. In the United States as a whole, the proportion 
of the total population enumerated in the sample was 19.95 
percent, the proportion of household heads 19.73 percent, and the 
proportion of all other persons 20.04 percent. The prnportion of 
t.110 total population in the sample, by regions, waR 19.94 percent 

•In 10 counties of Mlchigun and Ohio, the sample conslsteu basically of cv<1ry fifth 
household arnl tho 11crtinont samplL' questions wero directed to all persons in the house
hold. A housol10ld sample or this typo was used as an experiment to determine the 
renslbllity of snch samples in future ronsusos of popnlntlon. 

in the Northeast, 19.93 in the North Central, 19.97 in the South, 
and l!l.9Ci in the West. Among States, the proportions in the 
sample ranged from HJ.8Ci percent to 20.00 percent.~ 

Estimates of the number of persons with specified characteristics 
based on sample data have in all cases been obtained by multi
plying the number of persons in the sample with these charac
teristics by five. Estimates of percentages have been obtained in 
each case by using the sample values for 'both the numerator and 
denominator. 

SAMPLING VARIABILITY 

The figures based on the 20-percent sample are subject to 
sampling variability which can be estimated from the standard 
errors shown in tables A and B. These tables do not reflect the 
effects of the biases mentioned above. The st,andard error is a 
measure of sampling variability. The chances are about 2 out 
of 3 that the difference due to sampling variability between an 
estimate and the figure that would have been obtained from a 
complete count of the population is less than the standard error. 
The amount by which the standard error must be multiplied to 
obtain other odds deemed more appropriate can be found in most 
statistical textbooks. For example, the chari:ces are about 19 out 
of 20 that the difference is less than twice the standard error, and 
99 out of 100 that it is less than 2).~ times the standard error. 

Illustration: Let us assume that for a particular city with 11 
population of 100,000 table Ci2 shows that there were an estimated 

•In the experimental ureas of Michigan and Ohio, biflses due to the undereaunu1r
F1tlon or household heads did not exist, although some other small problems arose, 
because some enumerators made errors in the selection of the sample in institntlons, 
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900 persons 10 years of age who were enrolled in school (90 percent 
of the 1,000 in this age group). Table A shows that the standard 
error for an estimate of 900 in areas with 100,000 inhabitants is 
about 70. Consequently, the chances are about 2 out of 3 that 
the figure which would have been obtained from a complete count 
of the number of persons 10 years of age who are enrolled in school 
in this city differs by less than 70 from the sample estimate. It 
also follows that there is only about 1 chance in 100 that a com
plete census result would differ by as much as 175, that is, by 
about 2~ times the number given in the table. Table B shows 
that the standard error of the 90 percent on a base of 1,000 is 2 
percent. For most estimates, linear interpolation will provide 
reasonably accurate results.6 

The standard errors shown in Tables A and B are not directly 
applicable to differences between two sample estimates. These 
tables are to be applied differently in the three following types of 
differences: 

1. The difference may be one between a sample figure and one 
based on a complete count, e. g., arising from comparisons be
tween 1950 data and those for 1940 or earlier years. This standard 
error of a difference of this type is identical with the variability 
of the 1950 estimate. 

2. The difference may be one between two samplo estimates, 
one of which represents a subclass of the other. This case will 
usually occur when a residual of a distribution is needed. For 
example, an estimate of the number of persons 7 to 13 years of 
age not enrolled in school can be obtained by subtracting the esti
mate of the number enrolled as shown in table 18 from the sample 
estimate of the total number in that age group. Tables A and B 
can be used directly for a difference of this type, with the differ
ence considered as a sample estimate. 

3. Tho standard error of any other type of difference will be 
approximately the square root of the sum of the squares of the 
standard error of e:ach estimate considered separately. This 
formula will represent the actual standard error quite accurately 
for the difference between estimates of the same characteristic in 
two different areas, or for the difference between separate and 
uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. If, however, there 
is a high positive correlation between the two characteristics, the 
formula will overestimate the true standard error. 

Some of the tables present estimates of medians (e. g., median 
years of school completed, median income) as well as the corre
sponding distributions. The sampling variability of estimates of 
medians depends on the distribution upon which the medians are 
based.7 

•A closer approx!mnt!on or n standard error in table A muy bo obtained by using 

2.l(x) /!_~where x ls the size or tho ostlmatc and T Is the total population o! tho urea; Yx T 

In table n, thonpproxlmation Is 2.1~ whore P Is the poroontago being estimated 

and y the size or the base. For example, tho approximation provided hY tho above 
f<>nnula of the standard error of an estimate or 100,000 (x) In an area with a total popula
tion of 150,000 (T) Is 420; linear Interpolation would yield about 21l5. 

'The st11I1dnrd error of a median bll8ed on sample data mny ho estimated as follows: 
Ir the egt!matcd total number reporting the characteristic Is N, compute tho number 
N/2-.,/N. Cumulate the frequencies !n the table untU the clllSS interval which con
tains this number Is located. By l!nenr !nterpolat!on, obtain the value below which 

N/2--.JN c11Ses lie. Jn a similar manner, obtain the Vlllue below which :N"/2+-v'N 
cases Ile. I! !n!ormnt!on on the character!st!c hnd been obtained from the total popul11· 
tion, the chances are about 2 out of 3 that the median would lie between those two 
values. The chances wlll be 11bout 19 out of 20 that tho median will be in the Interval 

N _,-
computed slmll11rlY but us!ng.2:1:2-vN and about 00 !n 100 that it wUI be h1 the in-

terval obtained by using ~:I: u.yN. 

RATIO ESTIMATES 

It is possible to make an improved estimate of an absolute 
number (improved in the sense that the standard error is smaller) 
whenever the elass in question forms a part of a larger group for 
which both a sample estimate and a complete count are available. 
This alternative estimate is particularly useful when the charac
teristic being estimated is a substantial part of the larger group; 
when the proportion is small, the improvement will be relatively 
minor. The improved estimate (usually referred to as a "ratio 
estimate") may be obtained by multiplying a percentage based 
on sample data by the figure which represents the complete count 
of the base of the percentage. 

The effect of using ratio estimates of this type is, in general, to 
reduce the relative sampling variability from that shown for an 
estimate of a given size in table A to that shown for the corre
sponding percentage in table B. Estimates of these types are 
not being published by the Bureau of the Census because of the 
much higher cost necessary for their preparation than for the 
estimates derived by multiplying the sample result by five. 

TABLB A.-STANDARD ERROR 011 ESTIMATED NuMBBR 

Estlmnted 
number 

[Range or 2 chtmccs out or 3] 

Popnlntlon of area t 

1,000 10,000 26,000 100,000 250,000 1,000,000 5,000,000 15,000,000 _______ , __ -------------------
50. ---- -- -- -- -- -- -• 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
100 ..... --- -- -. -- . - 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 
250 ..... -- -- -- -- -- - 30 30 30 30 :io 30 30 
500 _________ ------- 30 50 60 50 50 50 00 
1,000 ....... -- --- -- 20 (\() (\() 70 70 70 70 
2,500 ......... ----- ------ 00 JOO 100 100 100 100 
5,000. ------------- ------ 110 130 140 140 160 100 
10,000. ------------ lJO 160 200 200 210 210 
16,000. ----····--·· 170 240 250 250 250 
25,000 •••••••••..•• __ ,.,,_ __ -.... ~--- 00 21lO 310 320 330 

~:~lL::::::::::: :::::: ::::::: :::::: ~~g ~fill i~ iflll 
100,000 ............ ··--·- ---·--· ------ 180 520 620 650 
200,000 ............ ··---- ------· ··-·-- -------- 200 910 1,010 
500,000 ............ ··-·-- ---·-·- ··---- ·------- -----··· 1,070 1,300 
1,000,000 ........... ··--·- •..••.• ··--·- -------- •••••••• 570 1,870 

~a~~====:::::======:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: _J~~-
15,000,000 ..... _____ ------ ·-····- ···--· -------- -------· .•.•.••.. ---------

10 
20 
30 
50 
70 

100 
150 
210 
250 
330 

460 
560 
650 

1,030 
1,440 
2,000 
3, 010 
3,850 
4,000 
2, 220 

' An area Is the smnllost complete gcogrriph!o nron to which tho estimate undor con
sldernt!on pertains. Thus tho nrm\ mo.y ho the Sta.to city, county, standard motro
polltnn area, urbanized area, or the urban or rural portion o! the State or county. 'rhe 
rnra.1-larm or rura.1-nonlarm popu!Cltion of tho Stato or county, the nonwhite popula
ti<>n, etc., do not represent comploto areas. 

TABLB B.-STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATED PBRCBNTAGB 

Estimated 
percentage 

[Range or 2 chances out or 3] 

Daso or percentage 

500 1,000 2,600 10,000 26,0()0 100,000 500,000 5,000,000 _______ , ___ --------------------
2 or 98 ............... 1.3 o.o o. 0 0.3 0.2 0.1 """iff ................ 6 or 95 ............... 2.0 1.4 O. ll 0. 6 0.3 0.1 
10 or 90 .............. 2.8 2.0 1. 2 0. 6 0.4 o. 2 0.1 
26 or 75 .............. 4.0 2.8 1. 8 0. g 0.6 0.3 0.1 .............. ,.._ 
60 ................... 4.6 3.3 2.1 1, 0 0. 7 0.3 0.1 .. ................ 



xxx ILLINOIS 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS AND CONSTITUENT PARTS 

The Chicago Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Cook, 
Du Page, Kane, Lake, and Will Counties in Illinois; Lake County 
in Indiana. 

The Davenport-Rock Island-Moline Standard Metropolitan 
Area comprises Scott County in Iowa and Rock Island County in 
Illinois. 

The Decatur Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Macon 
County. 

The Peoria Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Peoria and 
Tazewell Counties. 

The Rockford Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Winne
bago County. 

The Springfield Standard Metropolitan Area comprises San
gamon County. 



LIST OF CORRECTIONS 
1'hie volunm hns btien pru\)nrocl primarily by nssomhling n11d binding tho statistioal 

portions of proviounly ieeuud bullotine whioh 0011stituted proprlntocl ulmptore. Thi• 
publfoation plnn W118 11dopt-0d to oonaorvo 1mblio funds. 'l'he oorreotione appearing uolow 

represent obangea w hioh would orrlinarily hnvo been made if tho volume bnd been pro· 
pared by ro1irinting tho contents of tho bulletins. 

Tobie 

35 

Page 
(prefix 

13) 

13 

I tom 

URBANIZED AREAS: Percent of population in urbanized nron• of 501000 to 1001 000 ..................... , ................ • ....... . 

ALEXANDER COUNTY: 1950 population of Baooh Ridge praoinot,,, ......... ., ••.•• , ....... , ............. , • , ..... , ...... , • • •, •," • • • 
1950 population or Cacho preoinot No. l,, .............. ,, •• , ... , ................. ,., ............ • • • •., "· • • 
19.50 popUlation of Cacho p1•ooinot No. 2 ••.••. , •••. ,,, .•....•• , •.••• ............................. , • ..•••. • • • • 

16 COOK COUNTY: Sohllwnburg township shown as Solmumborg, 

19 LAKE COUNTY': Chango Cirst aontonce or footnoto 14 to raa.d aa rollowa: upa:rt or Round Lake Po.rk village roverted •••• 11 

Add "(part)" CollowinU South Wnukognn (unino, )1 \/nUkegnn townohip. 

21 MADISON COUNTY: Alton township shown •• AJ.to, 

99 CIUCMlO STAND/\RD METROPOLITAN AREA.: Female, omplo;red in--conetruotion., ......................... • • • • .. • •" • • .. • .. • • • .. • • • • • • • 
Rnill'oada and railway oxprt;Jaa aorviae ...... • •, .. • •. • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Privet& households •••..••. , •. , .•..•. , ..•.... ,,., ........•...•.. , •.• • 
Otlts1• pa.t'sonal aorviaaa, , . , .. , . , •••. , , .••• , . , ..•....• , ... • • ·• • .•. • • • 
Modic al and other hoal th aorvioaa • .•.•. ~ ...•....•....• , .......•• • · • • 
Eduaation11.l earvioaaJ gov't ••. ..••••... ~ .. •••• ...• ••• ••••••••••••••• 
Public ndminiatration.,,.,,, .. , ........ , •• , ..... ,. •,,," • • .. • "" • • • 

Change 

From- To-

3,-

529 
6?S 
19? 

4,253 
10,126 
3~,11;; 
28,764 
39,980 
24,963 
23,101 

3.2 

197 
,29 
675 

4,252 
10,127 
35,108 
28, 762 
39,978 
24,9?0 
23,106 

XXXI 
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