
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMEHCE 
Charles Sawyel", Secretary 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
Hoy V. Peel, l>ircctol" 

A Report of the Seventeenth Decennial Census 
of the United States 

Census of Population: 1950 

Volume II 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULA'J.1ION 

Number of Inhabitants, General and Detailed Characteristics 
of the Population 

Part 9 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
~) 

1'.;tlfl'o lt of the Ccnsu.r 
l.ibra1:J1 

Prepared under the supervision of 

HOWAllD G. BRUNSMAN 

Chi<~f, Population and Housing Division 

UNITJrn STAT•:S GOVEHNMENT PlllN'l'ING OFFICE 

WA:!!HlNGTON I 1952 



BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
ROY V. PEEL, Director 

A. Ross ECKLER, Deputy Director 
How ARD C. GRIEVES, AJJistant Director 
CoNRAD TAEUDER, Assistant Director 
MoRRis H. HANSEN, Assistant Director for Statistical Standards 
LOWELL T. GALT, As.ristant Director for Operations 
C.ALVEllT L. Dxna1cx, Coordin4tor, International Stati.rtics 
LnoN E. TRUESDELL, Chief Demof!,r4pher 
FR.ANK R. Wu:.soN, Inform4tion Assistant to the Direr:tor 
Population and Housing Division-· 

How.A:n.D G. B:n.uNSMAN, Chief 
H11NRY S. SHRYOCK, Jr., Assjsfant Chief for Population 
RonERT B. VomnT, Auistant Chief for Operations 
WAYNE F. D.AuGHBRTY, AuiJta11t Chief for Housing 
Eow1N D. GOLDFIELD, Progf<lm Coordh1ator 

Demographic Statistics-Henry D. Sheldon, Chief 
Soda! Statistics-Paul C. Glick, Chief 
Coordinator for Manpower Statistics-Gertrude Bancroft 
Economic Statistics-Robert B. Pearl, Chief 
Occupation and Industry Statistics-David L. Kaplan, Chief 
International Population Stadstics-W. Parker Mauldin, Chief 
Territories and Possessions-Joel Williams, Chief 
Statistical Sampling-Joseph Steinberg, Chief 
Statistical Procedures-Morton A. Meyer, Chief 
Processing Operations-Milton D. Lieberman, Chief 

Administrative Service Division-WALTER L. KnHaBS, Chief 
Agriculture Division-RAY HuRLllY, Chief 
Budget Officer-CHAR.LBS I-I. ALBxANDllR 
Business Division-HAR.VEY KAILIN, Arting Chief 
Decennial Tabulation Office-JonN J. LENNON, Chief 
Field Division-JAcK B. Ron1mTsoN, Chief 
Foreign Trade Division-J. Enw.A:n.D ELY, Chief 
Geography Division-CLARJJNCB E. BATSCHJJLBT, Chief 
<:;overnments Division-ALLEW D. MANVEL, Chief 
Industry Division-MAXWELL R. CoN!CLIN, Chief 
Machine Tabulation Division-C. F. VAN Ax:BN, Chief 
Personnel Division-HELEN D. ALMON, Chief 

·;. This volume comprises Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins. 

SUGGESTED IDENTIFICATION 
U.S. Bureau of the Census. U.S. Cmsus of Population: 1950. Vol. II, Characterisms of the Popul11tion, 

Part 9, Dist. of Col. U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 1952. 

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 

or any of the Field Offices of the Department of Commerce Price $1. 7 5 

n 



PREFACE 

This volume presents statistics on the number of inhabitants and the characteristics of the population of the State, 
its counties, standard metropolitan areas, urban places, and other constituent areas. The data are based upon tabulations 
from the Seventeenth Decennial Census of the population of the United States, its Territories and possessions, conducted 
as of April 1, 19l>O. Provision for the Seventeenth Decennial Census was made in the act providing for the Fifteenth and 
subsequent decennial censuses, approved June 18, 1929, as amended. 

The major portion of the infor!llation compiled from the Census of Population of 1950 is contained in Volume I, Num
ber of InhabitantB, and in Volume II, Characteristics of the Population. These final volumes first appeared in the form of 
three series of State bulletins: Series P-A, "Number of Inhabitants"; Serles P-B, "General Characteristics"; and Series 
P-0, "Detailed Characteristics." 

Final Population Volumes I and II arc assembled as follows: 
Population Volume I comprises tho Series P-A bulletinR, thereby providing in a single publication the distribution 

of the Nation's inhallitants amoJJg and within the States and the Territories, possessions, eto. 
Population Volume II comprises all three series of bullotim:1 (Series P-A, P-B, and P-C). Thia volume is divided into 

a United States Summary part, a part for each State, am! parts for tho Territories and possessions, each part comprising tho 
three bulletins for that area. All report8 for a givcm Statc1 me thorohy madri available within a single binding. The thrM 
bulletin series (P-A, P-B, and P-C) represent Chapters A, B, nnd C of tho corresponding State part of Population Volume II. 

The materials presented hero wore prepared under the supervision of Howard G. Brunsman, Chief, Population and 
Housing Division, and Dr. Henry S. Shryock, Jr., Assistant Chief for Population Statistics, with the assistance of Edwin D. 
Goldfield, Program Coordinator, and CharleA Morzel. They were prepared by Dr. Paul C. Glick, Chief, Social Stlltistics 
Section, assisted by Severn Provus, Emanuel Landau, Elizabeth A. Larmon, and Arthur F. Gruba; Dr. Henry D. Sheldon, 
Chief, Demographic Statistics Section, assisted by Charles P. Brinkman, Tobia Bressler, Robert L. Howland, and Suzanne F. 
Bershad; Gertmde Bancroft, Coordinator for Manpower StatisticH, assisted by Max Shor, Horman P. Miller, Lillian 
Palonius, and Leon H. Paley; and David L. Kaplan, Chief, Occupation and Industry Statistics Section, assisted by Claire 
Casey, Dorothy S. Hayden, Elsie K. Goodman, and William J. Milligan. 

The compilation of the statistics was under tho direction of Robert B. Voight, Assistant Chief for Operations, assisted 
by Morton A. Meyer, Milton D. Lieberman, E. IUchard Bourdon, Edward I. Lober, Mary E. Ivins, Eva Tolohinsky, Lillian I. 
Hoffman, and Martin Frishborg. Sampling procedures wore under tho diroctio11 of Joseph Steinberg, Chief, Statistical 
Sampling Section, assisted by Joseph Waksberg. The tochnloal editorial work nnd planning wore under the supervision of 
Mildred M. Russell, assisted by Dorothy M. Belzer. 

Tho collection of tho Information on which these statistics were based was under the supervision of Lowell T. Galt, 
then Chief, Field Divfaion, with the assistance of Jaok B. Robertson, John M. Bell, Leon S. Geoffroy, and Harold Nisselson. 
Tho geographic work, including the delineation of special types of urban territory and the preparation of maps, WllS under 
the supervision of Clarence E. Bat1:1chelet, Chief, Geography Division with the assistance of Dr. Robert C. lOovc, 
Dr. Vincent M. Throop, and William T. Fay. '!'he tabulations wero under the supervision of C. F. Van Aken, Chief, 
Machine Tabulation Division, with the as~istance of Morton Boisen, and Howard T. Jenkins. Robert H. Brooks of the 
Administrative Service Division was responsiblo for printing arrangements. · 

In addition to those of the present staff, important oontributious to the general planning of the Hl50 Census were made 
by the late J. C. Capt, Director of the Census until his retirement on August 17, HJ49, and Dr. Philip M. Hauser, Acting 
Director until March 9, 1950. 

December 1962, lll 



U. S. CENSUS OF POPULATION: 1950 

Volume 
I Number of Inhabitants (comprising Series P-A bulletins) 

II Characteristics of the Population (comprising Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins) 
III Census Tract Statistics (comprising Series P-D bulletins) 
IV Speciaf Reports: Employment Characteristics, Occupational and Industrial Characteristics, Char

acteristics of Families, Marital Status, Institutional Population, Nativity and Parentage, Non
white Population by Race, Persons of Spanish Surname, Puerto Ricans in Continental United 
States, St.ate of Birth, Mobility of the Population, Characteristics by Size of Place, Education, 
Fertility. 

U. S. CENSUS OF HOUSING: 1950 

Volume 
I General Characteristics (comprising Series H-A bulletins) 

II Nonfarm Housing Characteristics (comprising Series H-B bulletins) 
III Fa.rm Housing Characteristics 
IV Residential Financing 
V Block Statistics (comprising Series H-E bulletins) 

Housing statistics for census tracts are included in the Population Series P-D bulletins. 

POPULATION VOLUME II 

This volume comprises 54 parts, as listed below: 

1. United States Summary 21. Massachusetts 41. South Dakota 
2. Alabama 
3. Arizona 
4. Arkansas 
5. California. 
6. Colorado 
7. Connecticut 
8. Delaware 
9. District of Columbia 

10. Florida 

11. Georgia 
12. Idaho 
13. Illinois 
14. Indiana 
15. Iowa 
HI. Kansas 
17. Kentucky 
18. Louisiana 
19. Maine 
20. Maryland 

IV 

22. Michigan 
23. Minnesota 
24. Mississippi 
25. Missouri 
26. Monte.no. 
27. Nebraska 
28. Nevada 
29. New Hampshire 
30. New Jersey 

31. New Mexico 
32. New York 
33. North Carolina 
34. North Dakota 
35. Ohio 
36. Oklahoma 
37. Oregon 
38. Pennsylvania 
39. Rhode Island 
40. South Carolina. 

42. Tennessee 
43. Texas 
44. Utah 
45. Vermont 
46. Virginia 
4 7. Washington 
48. West Virginia 
49. Wisconsin 
50. Wyoming 

51-54. Territories and possessions (bound 
together) 

51. Alaska ·~ 
52. Hawaii 
53. Puerto Rico 
54. American Samoa, Canal Zone, 

Guam, Virgin Islands of the 
United States 
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Vl GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 
SUBJECTS PRESENTED BY TYPE OF AREA AND TABLE NUMBER 

{Sex not Jndexed sopnrotely as prncticnlly all tables Include distributions by sex] 

BttbJect 

SummMy .•••..••.. --....••••••..••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·-· 
Age ••.• _---· ••.•.•....•..••. -••...••••..• ··- -- •...• -·-·- •.•••••••••••••••••••• 

Dy oolor -··· •••.•.••.•.•.•.•••. __ . __ . ----- •••••• ------ •••••• ______ -------
1040-lDllO •••••••••• -·. - ••••••• - • - •••• --- - -- ••••••• - - - ••••• - - - - • - - - ----- ---

Dy color ...••••.•.•.•...• --- ...• --- ••.....•.• --- ...... ----- __ --------
1880-lUW, by color ....................................................... . 

Cltlzcnshl11 .......•...•.•....•..•.••••.••.••.........•••.. ··---·-··- ... --···· 
lll30-lOllO .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·········-············-· 

Class of worker or employed 11orsons. ··-·- ••. --- •.••• _ ·--·--· --·--. __ ······-. 
Dy color·-·········-·········-·- •••• ·- •• ----·- ____ -------·-·· •• ---··--··· 
11!40-IOllO •••• -- •••••••••••••••••• -·--. -· - - --- ·--· - •••••••••••••• ·-- --- --- _ 

Cow1try oCblrth. -----··· --·-· ..•.•....••. -·-----···-. -····----·- ________ .... 

Educntlom 
School enrollment, by ago .... ·············-······-·····-·- ···--·····-··-

1010-1050 •..••••••••.•••••••..•••••••••••.•••• --·- •••••••••• -- ....•. --
Yenra of school oom1llcte1I. ..••••••••••• -········- •••••••••••.••••.••••.•. 

Dy color ••••••••••••••••••• -· -- • -- ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••.. 
lll40-lOllO. ·····-- •••• - • - - ••• - ••• --------· -------·· ••••• --- •••••• - " 

FamlllOll, unrclate<.l lndlvluunts, nnd hommholds ••••••••••.••••••...••...•.. 

Inoomo In 11140 ot famlllos and u11rcl11toil htdlvkluals ••.. ··-··· ...•.••....••• 
Dy color ..•••••....•••.•.•••••••.••••••••• ·------- ..•.•••. -- -- ••... -····. 

Industry or cmployo<.1 pora-0ns •..•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• _ .• -······. 
Dy color ................................................................ . 
1040-lOllO ••.••••••••••••••••• -· - •.•••••••••••••.••••••••. -•• -- - •• --·. -·---

Instltntlon11l population ......................................... ----·-···-·-

Labor Coroo: 
Employment status ............................................. -------·-

By color ••••••.••••.••.••••.••••••••••..... - -•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
lll40-1050 ........... -- -- •••• ·-- •••• " •••••• -·-·· ------ - • ••••••••••• 

Labor roroo, 104.0-1050, and lflllnrul workers, 1020-1030, by color .••••••• -•• 

Total 

Table 

State 

10 
16 
15 
15 
15 

Urban-
rural 

Table 
10 
15 
15 
15 

Standard 
metropolitan 
areas, urban-

!zed nrons, 
and urban 
places or 
10,000 or 

more 

Table 
10 
33 
33 
33 

Urbau 
places 
of 2,liOO 
to 10,000 

Table 
11 
38 

138 

------------

Counties 

Plaoos 
or l,OOo 
to 2,500 Total Rural Rural 

nonrarm farm 

Table Table Table Table 
-----·-----M 12 ------------ -·----------

40 41 48 49 

------------ 41 l 48 140 

------------ 41 ------------ ------------
15 ----·········· -----------· -----------· -----·-----· •••••••••••• ------------

16 ··---------- ------··------ ·---·------- ------------ ---··--····· -------·---- ----·-······ 

17 17 34 -------···-- -----·-----· 42 ---------··· ·-------···· 
17 ------------ -----------·-· -----·····-- ··-----·--·· -········--· --------···· --·········· 

28 
I 28a 

29 

24 

18 

28 
I 28a 

24 

18 

35 30 ------------
1 36 ·----------- -------- ·---

I 38 ------------

34 ------------ ------------

43 -------·-··· ------------
1 44 --------··-- ------------

I 42 ·-·······-·- ---········· 

42 -------·---· --------···· 
10 ------------ ·-·····------- ······----·- --·--------- ------------ ------------ ------------
20 
20 
20 

22 

32 
l 321\ 

30 
I SOii 

31 

22 

I 

I 

20 
20 

22 

32 
328 

30 
30a 

22 

I 

34 38 ------------ 42 48 
1 36 ------------ ·-----------

34 ------------ _____ ,. ______ 
42 

_ __ ., ________ 
------------

37 30 ......................... 45 a 46 --------·---
378 ........................ ------------ l 4511 ___ .. ________ ------------

35 30 ------------ 43 ........................ ------------
l 36 ------------ ------------ l 44 ......................... ......................... 

34 ------------ ------------ 42 ------------ ---------··· 

25 25 35 39 ----·------- 43 48 40 
25 25 30 ··-·-·····-- .•••.•••••.• 44 l 48a l 49a 
27 ------------ -------------- ···-·······- ------------ ------------ ------------ ----------·-
26 -·--·---···· -------------- ---------·-- ··---------- -------·---- --····-·-··· --··-····-·· 

Marital sl11tW1............................................................... 21 21 34 88 ------------ 42 -------····- ···--·-··-·-
lly color................................................................. 21 21 136 ------····-- ------------ 144 --·--------- ········-··-
19-10-lllll-O................................................................. 21 ------------ -------------- ------------ ------------ ---------··- ----------·- ----·····---

Marrlo<l oouples............................................................. 22 22 34 -------·---- ······------ 42 --···----··- ·····---···· 
Dy color···········----·-··· ••••••••••• _--·-···- •••••••••••• ----- •••••••••• ·····--- •• ----... •. • •• l 36 -- - --- ·-·-·- ••.•• - ------ • 44 --- •.••••• -- ·····-----·-

Nllllvlty •••••••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• - •••••••••• -•••• -- • -·· •••• 
lOOCHOliO •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••.••• 

Occ11patlon: 
Experlonood civilian l11bor toroo ..• ----···-·····------·-····-·-··········· 
Employed persons •••••••••••••••• ---- ••••••••••••.•••••.•.• --·.-· •.... -· 

Dy color·--------·-·· .......... -- ---· ...... -- ·· -- -- --··· -· · -·· ·· · · -· · 
1040-1960 •• --- ------ - ••••• - •••• - - • - - - - •.• ·- - - - ••••••. - .• - - ••••••.•. - •• 

Exporll)llood unomployod persons .•••••••..••••••.••...•....••.•....•..•• 

Rnoo •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••..•.••••••.••••..•. --•• ---·- -·-·· 
1880·1030 ••••••••••••••••••.•. - ••••••• - • - • ···- --- • • •• • · • • • • -·· ·-· ••••••• •• 

Rcsldonoo In 104.0 ••••••••••••••••• --- ••••••••••••.• - -- --•••• ----- • -- -----···· 
Dy color ••••••••••••••••.••••• -.••• -- - •• -· .•••. • · ·• ··• •• -· -·- ·- · · ------·-

17 17 34 38 ···-··--·-··· 42 48 49 
17 --------·-·- -········----- -····-··-··- ·----------· -------·---· . 

28 
28 

l 281\ 
29 
28 

28 ----·-···----- ---·-···---- --·········· ·-·--------- ---·-······· -··········· 
28 35 30 ------··---- 43 48 40 

12811 1 36 ------------ -·---------- l 49a 

28 35 ··---·------ -----------· 43 ---------··· --------···· 

u u ~·n ~ ~ •'n a ~ 
14 ------·-·--- -------------- ····-------- -----·---·-- -···-------- --·--·-····· --·--··-···· 

23 
123 

23 
123 

34 ·----------- ----·--·---- 42 -----------· ····-······-

Urban-rural r11Sldenoo: 
Rnrnl-rarm 1m111Ilatlon In 11laoos of 1,000 to 2,llOO ••••.. ----· .•••.••• ------- - .•..••..••••.. -- .•.. --- ----·--------- ----------- - 40 ------------ -···--······ ••.•••.•••.• 
Urb1m.-rMm population.................................................. 13 13 34 --··-------- ------·----- 42 --·--······· ------·-··--

11l30-!9JIO, by color................................................... 13 13 -····--------- ---·-------- --------···- -------·- -- -···-·····-- -----------· 
IOJIOpopulatlon based on old urb1m-rural definition...................... 13 13 ······--·----- ------------ ------------ 50 50 50 

Dy nge and color ••••••• ------···.··-·-··- .•••••••..• ···-............. 15 15 -····--------- ------ ·----- ----- --·-·· - 50 50 60 
Forurban·lnrm popull\tlon.......................................... 13 13 -·····-------- ------------ -------·-··- liO ······--···· --·········· 

1 For Southern States only. 
1 Southern Stat!IS excluded. 

s For urban and rural-nonfarm parts of countl!IS combined, 
' For selected oltles and counties. 



DETAILED CHARACTERISTICS VII 

SUBJECTS PRESENTED BY TYPE OF AREA AND TABLE NUMBER 

[Sox not indexed scpnratoly ns nil tablllB Include distributions by sox] 

---··---·--····-====-=--=---=-=-=====""'-=-=-=-=-=======:;,,-==-=-=-===;:======::::;========== 

Subject 

A tl E crosa-clMBlfied with-
Citizenship, by color. 
Color, by single yours of ngc •. 
Education: 

Klnclorgnrtcn enrollment, by single yours or age and color'··· .•. 
School curollnwnt, l>Y single years or nge and color t .••............••.••.. 
School onrollnwnt, by single years or ago, 1114.()-1050 ...... '" •....•...•.. 
Year or school In which enrolled, by single years or age nnd color t •••.•... 

Years or school completed for persons 5 to 24 yenrs old, by single years of nge nnd color 1. 

Years of school completed for persons 5 to 24 years old, by single years of ngo, 1040-Hl!iO. 
Years of school completed for persons 25 years ol<l all(! over, by color 1 •• 

Ycnrs of school complctetl for persons 25 yoors old 11ncl over, 1040-1050 •.. 

Income 
Industry or cmployt•d persons •... 
Lnhor force: 

gmploymont st11tus, by color t. . • . . . .....•.... 
l•:mploymcnt stutus, by hours workod, school onrollmont ond color 1 .••• 

I.nbor rorco stutus, by mnrltul status and color • .••... 
J.nbor force stutus, 104CHOli-O .. . 
Status or omployccl persons .......... . 
Atatus ol persons not in tho labor force, by color 1 •.. 

Maritn I status and 11resonco of spouse, by color t_ ••. 

Mar!tul stntus, 1800-1050 ••..•......•. 
Nativity, by color 
Nutlvity of tho white po]>ulntion .... 
Nativity of tho white po1mlallon, IJY single yours or age .•. 
Occupntlon of omployod persons, by color 1 

Qunsl-housohold population, by color 1 •••••• 

Raco ..• 
Holut!onshlp lo housoholcl head, hy color '·. 

OCCUPATION cross-cl1111slfied with
Agt! of employed p11rsons, hy color'··· 
Clnss of worker or omployod persons 
l >otnllcd ocoup11tlon of tho cxporlcnccd clvlllan lnbor force uncl ol employod 1>orsons ... 
Dolnl11HI occupation of omployml persons, 1040-1050 ... 

Income ul the oxporlcnccd civlllnn labor force ..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••..••.•• _ 
Industry or omployocl persons (11111jor occupntion group only) .. 
Occupation of tho cxporloncod clvlllnn lnhor forco ull(l or employed r>orsons ..• 
Rnco or employed persons .••.. 

INDUSTitY croas-claaalfiod tulth-
Ago or employed persons ... 
Clt1Ss or worker of employed persons .... 
Ilotullt•tl lmlustry oC tho cxpcrlcnoocl clvlllun lnbor lorco nncl of omployod pornons. 
llotnllod industry or employed persons l941H050 ..•. 

Income or tho cxporlcncctl clvlllnn lubor forco. 
Industry or 0111ployc1l persons ..... . 
Occ11p11tlon or umployod persons (major ocoupntlon group only) •••• 
Huco or omployod persons.... . -......................... . 
Weoks worked in 1040 by tho oxporlcnccd clvllhm Jnbor force .......... . 
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Characteristics of the Population 

GENERAL 

'l'he major portion of thti information on the population of this 
State, compiled from the Censuses of Population and Housing of 
1050, is pre:;cntct! in !;hi::; volume. It contains three chapters 
previously published as separate bulletins. Chapter A recapitu
lates the Rtati:;tfoH on the distrilmt.ion of the total population within 
the State (originally puhlishe<I in the Series P-A bulletin ancl in 
Volume I); Cha}lter B presentR statis!;ics on the general ehamctor
iRtics of the population of the various political suhrlivision,.; of tho 
State, imch as counties and citieR, as well as of ;;t;anclarcl nrntropol
itan areas ancl urhanizorl areas (originally published in the Series 
P--B b11llctiu); and Chapter C prmicnts data on the cletailecl char
ac•terist.ics of the population of the larger areas within the Sta to 
(originally pul>liHhocl in the Serios P-C Jmllctiu). 

The major part: of thiH volnmo is clovotocl to the pn~Hr.ntation of 
information on t.he characteristicH of (;ho population. St.at.isti1•H 
on the general cliaractcristic::; contained in Chapter H include <lat.ti 
011 urban-rural residence, ago, sex, race, mitivit;y, cit.ille11Hhip 1 

eonntry of birth, school enrollment, yearH of Hchool complete1l, 
marital status, rosiclcnoe in l!Hll, cmploymm1t statuH, oocupation, 
inchrntry, clasH of worker, ancl family income. In Chaptor C, 
information on moi;t of thoHo characteristic:-; is J>rm;cntecl again 
but in greator detail. 'l'he statistics in Chapter C includo cro;1H
claHsificationH of age with race, nativity, citizcmihip, marital Htat;uH, 
rolationship to household head, mlucation, and employment 
stat\!Hj the occupational and indm;trial attacltmcml;s of the labor 
force; and 11ori;onal income. The general contont of the tallies in 
Chapter B arnl Cha]ltor C iH il\llicated in tho chartH on JlJl. vi 
II.JI([ Vii. 

A1lclitional ro]>ortH ani alHo plannccl on ;mch suhjoctH a1:1 mohilit;y 
of tho population, charactcri1:1tics of families ancl housoholdH, 
nativity ancl parcntago, institutional population, elrnracteriHtics 
of the nonwhite population by raco, and charactcriHtics of Llrn labor 
force. These svceial reportH will relate mainly to !;he Unitecl 
St.at.es am\ rwi;iQnH. In 1:1omc caseH, a few talilefl for Statmi atHI 
ot.her liirge arcmH will a!Ho he inclmlocl. 

StatisticH on tho munhor of inhahitant:i aR 1:1l10wn in Cha}ltor A 
in this volume are all baHclcl on complete countl:l of the po1mla!:ion. 
Similarly, the 1:1talist.icR on tho goneral characteriRticK of tho popu
lation Jll'ClHentncl in Chapter Bare basod on complete connt.1:1 excnpt. 
in the case of t.hosP characteristics, Huch a1:1 Hchool cmrollnwnt. 
an cl inc:omn, t.hM \\'ere rnportc1! for only 20 percent of tho popula
tion. For Chapter C, only tho t11lmlationH relating to occnpat.iou 
m1tl in<luHt.ry aro l>asccl on complete counts; all tho other tabula
tions are confineil to the 20-pcrcent. sample. Becaui:;e of samtiling 
variability, cliffercnccs may he expected bctwocn figures ol>tainecl 
from a complete count aml the COITCRponding figmes ha1:1ecl on the 
20-pcrccnt Hample. Furthermore, 11iffercnccH bet.ween figureR for 
cc>rroH]loncling itc11ns in cliffercnt tablcH may arise lJecauso thev 
were prepared from Hcparate talmlationR, The rosomces avaii
ah\e did not permit. a full adjustment of small proceRsing dilTor
enccR, whereas in earlior censuscR such adjuRtmcnts were made. 

In the Seriel:l P-A, P-B, ancl P-C bulletins, the tables were 
1u11nhorecl in such a way as to provide a continuous series when 
bound toget,hor in this volume. Tims, tables 1 to 9 prosent data 
on the number of inhabitants for thiH State, tables 10 to 50 present 
the data on general characteristics of the population, and tables 
51 to 94 present the data on rletailed characteriRtics. 
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PUBLISHED DATA FOR NONWHITE POPULATION 

In Cha1>t.m- II, there aro o, numlwr of tables for the South in whi\'11 
a<ic\itfonal information on Urn charact;orist.ics of tho nonwhito }lO\Hl

lat.iou iH prmmnt.011. '.l'lwHo tablmi-28a, 30a, 32a, 37a, Mia, '18a, 
ancl •Hla-prcHcnt statistics on occupation, industry, incomo, aud 
o!;hor imbjeetK for tho ~:Hate and area1:1 within ·the State. Mo1:1t 
of tho foreign-horn whi to i>opulo.tion i1:1 to l>o found outsic\o the 
SouLh. Talilcis 3·la aurl 42a proi:mnt ::itatii;ticH 011 country of birth 
of the foroign-l>orn white in tho North and WcHt;. TheHo liMic 
clifl'erenccH l>etwe()n the South ancl othor regiom; arn alHo rocogniz(l(I 
in tahloH 36, 38, ·1·1, 11ntl 50 in which the <Hmtcmt for Southurn 
Stiitmi i1:1 Homowhat <li!fcront from tho content for the Northnrn 
anrl Wo1:1tcrn StatcH. 

In Clmpter C, Ht.aList.ics for the nonwhit·.o population are pro
sontocl for all nroa1:1 wit.h 11 roh1tivoly largo nonwhito population, 
rcigardlos1:1 of the region in which they are located. 8tati1:1tic1:1 011 

marital status, relntiousbip to head of householcl, edueation, 
mnploymont 11tatus 1 and occupation are preRentcd by age for the 
uonwhitc population for those States, standard metropolitan 
aro!IH, and oit.ieH Lhiit had 50,000 or more nonwhit;(• iuhabitantH 
in l\l50. For Southern States, separate data on nonwhite perHOllH 

i1re al1-10 prexenLod for thoHe urban, rural-nonfarrn, and rural-farm 
Jlart.A of tho SLatc having 50,000 or moro nonwhite inhabitant$. 
(In mosL of the Northorn and Wostern Stutes, rolativel~· few 
nonwhito pcrHons live in rural areas.) 

Solectod s(,ati::iticl:l arc al1:10 presented in Chapter O for tho 
population chtsHificirl by race (white, Negro, and other races) for 
all Sttit(lA tltHI for Rt.andard mct.ropo!itan areas, n.ncl, in somo cases, 
cil.imi with n total populat;lou of 100,000 or more. These data 
inolnd(l HoparMo dii;tr1hutions (iy ago, occupation, industry, and 
income. 

AV AILADILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DAT A 

For urban places smaller than 10,000 inhabitants, and for tho 
urban am! rurul Jlarti; of counties, only part of the t11bulat.ed data 
arc pubfollwd in Chapter B. A complete lisUng vf tabulatocl, but. 
unpnblislwcl, At.atisLicH for theKo areas is contained in t.ho publicu
t.ion, U. S. B1n·l~a11 of 1;lrn ConRuH, U. S. Censuses of Population 
(Ind llousin(J: 1950, Kc11 to PuliU.~hcd and 'l'alnilated Data/or Small 
Arc:as, WaHltingt.011 1 D. C., 1051.1 

Sonrn of the d{)tu.ilecl i:;t.atist.ic;1 tabulated for latge arcaH in 0011-

uect.ion wit.h thc_prcparation of Chapter Care not being publiiihed; 
for example, sepamte data for oach Atandard metropolitan arcia 
and city of 100,000 or lllOJ'(J, and certain statistics for tho nonwhite 
fl<lpulation. A eomplete closcription of thmm unpublished data 
can be obtained npon l'Cqnest. 

The talmlatcd, but unpublished, statist.ics can be made available 
upon request, for the cost of transcription or consolidation. If 
onumeration diAtrict data arc desired, copies of maps showing 
enumeration district boundaries can also be furnished, usually 
at nominal cost. ItoquestR for such unpublished material should 
be addressed to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 
25, D. C. 

1Address1mrclmso ordors to tho Superinternlont of Documents, U. s. Oovommont 
Printing Olllce, Wnshtni;tlon 25, Tl. C. Prteo 30 emits. 
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x DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

POPULATION TRENDS 

The District.-The DiRtrict of CoLunbin., former\ from territory 
Nlded by Mn.ryland and Virginia, was establisher! as tlw sent of 
the Federal Govornmm1t iu accordance with 1wtH of Congress 
p11sscd in 1700 anrl 1701. Its boundaries, as defined in 1791, 
ineltuled tho present area, together with 11bout :rn sq narc miles 
i11 Virginin. In 1846 the itrca south of the Potomac River w1is 

1·e.trocetlct\ to Virginit\, leaving tlw Dii;friot of Colnm.bia with it;; 
present limitH. Its populMion 011 April 1, 1950, according tu tho 
Heventoenth Census, was 802, l 78. 'l'ho Dif!tl'ict has a land 1irca 
of 01 square miles. In 1950 thern was an average of 13,150.5 
lnhabitimts per sq1111ro mile ILH <'limparnd with an average of 
10,870.a in HJ40. 

Iu 1800 tho present arC!L of tho District had a population of 
8, 144 (table l). The population growth was rapid in the nine
tem1th century, and h~· 1900 tho population waH 278,718. In the 
twentieth century the rate;; of population growth ranged from 
11.3 percout for i;hl~ dec!tcle Hl20 to 1930 to 30.2 percent for the 
following d(icarle. The large;;t nmnerical increase came in thC' 
ciecadc HJa() to lfl4(), WhCll 1111 i11creaHC Of 17fl,222 WltK recorded. 

The increase of 1:39,087 between 1940 and 1950 waH at the rate 
of 21.0 percent. 

Urban population according to new and old definitions,-Tlw 
clmngc in the urban-rural definition had no effect on the distribu
tion of the population of-the District by urban and rum! residence. 
Since Washington, D. C., is considered cocxteni;ivc with thl\ 
District, the popultLtion of the District is classified as urban 
under both definitions by virtue of residence in an incorporate(! 
place of 2,500 inhabitants or more. (See section below on 
"Urban and rnral residence.") 

Urbanized areas.-Washingtou, D. C., is the central city of 
the Washington, D. C., Urbanized Area, which had a population 
of 1,287,333. Of the 485,155 persons living in the urban fringe 
of the mbaui~od area, 253,423 were in tho Maryland part and 
231,732 were in the Virginia part. The 29 incorpornted places 
in the urban fringe had 105,871 inhabitants, and the remaining 
319, 784 inhabitants of the urban fringe wore living in unincor
porated territory (table 9). 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

'l'he definitio11s of the pertinent concepts used In the 1950 
Census are given below. Several of those definitions differ from 
those used in 1940. The changes were made after consultation 
with users of census data in order to improve the statistics, even 
though it was recognized that comparability would be adversely 
affected. In many cases, the new definitions were tested in con
nection with the Current Population Survey; and, where feasible, 
measures of the impact of the change on the statistics were de
veloped. This survey, covering a sample of 25,000 households 
throughout the country, has been in operation since April I 040 
and has provided national estimates of the employment status of 
the population (Cm·rcnt Population Reports, Series P-57, "Tho 
Monthly Report on the Labor Force"). The distribution of 
employed workori; by major occupation group is included each 
quarter in this series; and statistics rm other subjects, such as 
marital status, school enrollment, migration, and income, arc 
collected in the Current Population Survey and published amrnally 
in other se1·ies of Current Population Reports. 

USUAL PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

In accordance with Census practice dating back to 1790, each 
person enmnemted in the 1950 Census was counted as an inhabit
ant of his usual place of residence or usual place of abode, that 
is, tho place where he lives and sleeps most of the time. This 
place is not necessa;rily tht~ same as his legal residence, voting 
residence, or domicile, although, in the vast majority of cases 
and in most jurisdictions, the use of these different bases of 
classification would produce identical results. 

In the application of this rule, persons were not always counted 
as residents of the places in which they happened to be found by 
the census enumerators. Persons in continental United States and 
Hawaii in places where guests usually pay for quarters (hotels, etc.) 
were enumerated there on the night of April 11, and those whose 
usual place of residence was elsewhere were allocated to their homos. 
Visitors found staying in private homes, however, were not 
ordinarily interviewed there. In addition, information on per
sons away from their usual place of residence was obtained from 
other members of their families, landladies, etc. If an entire 
famlly was expected to be away during the whole period of the 
enumeration, information on it was obtained from neighbors. 
A matching process was used to eliminate duplicate reports for 
persons who reported for themselves while away and were also 
reported by their families at home. 

Persons in the armed forces quartered on military installations 
were enumerated as residents of the States, counties, and minor 
civil divisions in which their installations were located. Members 
of their families were enumerated where they actually resided. 
In the 1950 Census, college students living away from home wore 
considered residents of the communities in which they were resid
ing while attending college, whereas in 1940, as in most previous 
censuses, they were generally enumerated at their parental ho1neH. 
This change affects the comparability of tho 1950 and 1940 figures 
on education of persons of college age in States and local areas. 
Comparability of the statistics on other subjects may also ho 
affected for areas containing large college!:! or universities. 

In 1950 the crews of vessels of the American Merchant Marine 
in harbors of the United States were counted as part of the popu
lation of the ports in which their vessels wore berthed on April 1, 
1950. In 1940 such persons were treated as part of the population 
of the port from which tho vessel operated. Inmates of institu
tions, who ordinarily lived there for long periods of time, were 
counted as inhabitants of the place in which the institution was 
located; whereas patients in general hospitals, who ordinarily have 
short stays, were counted at, or allocated to, their homes. All 
persons without a usual place of residence were counted where 
they wore enumerated. 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

The degree of completeness of enumeration has always been a 
matter of deep concern to the Bureau of the Census; and, in the 
course of its history, a number of devices have been developed to 
aid in securing adequate coverage. These devices include tho 
special procedures for the enumeration of transients and infants, 
urging notifications from persons who believed that they may not 
have been enumerated, and the 01Lrly announcement of population 
couilts in local areas to make possible the thorough investigation 
of complaints as to the accuracy of the count. In the 1950 Census 
earlier procedures were strengthened and additional procedures 
were introduced. Adequate handling of the problem of under
enumeration involves not only the development of techniques in 
order to insure satisfactory coverage but also methods of measuring 
t.he completeness of coverage. 

Prior to 1950, no method had been devised to give an over-all 
direct measure of the completeness of enumeration of the total 
population. For the most -part, discussion in census reports was 
confined to qualitative statements based on various kinds of 
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evidence. Some quantitative mea;;urcs were developed, however. 
For examr>1e1 the underenumeration of children under 5 had been 
estimated for recent censuHcs by comparisons of cen.sus counts 
with survivors of births in the preceding five years. Such com
parisons indicate that the total understatement in the published 
figure for this age group was about 810,000 in the 1950 C011sus, 
according to a provisional estimate, and about 860,000 in the 
1940 Census; the corres11011ding percentages were 4.8 and 7.6, 
respectively. 

In the HJ50 Census the population of all agei> was re-enumerated 
on a sample basis in a carefully conrluoted post-enumeration sur
vey, thus permitting a direct cheek on a case-by-case basis of the 
actual enumeration. The results of this survey indicate a net 
underenumeration in tho census count of tho total population of 
the United States of about 2, 100,000, or 1.4 percent. 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE 

According to the new definition that was adopted for use in tho 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises all persons living 
in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, and vil!ap;es, (II) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more except in New England, New York, and Wiscomiin, where 
"towns" are simply minor civil diviRions of counties, (c) the 
densely settled urban fringe, including both incorporated and 
unincorporated areas, around cities of 50,000 or more, and (d) unin
corporated places of 2,500 inbabltants or more outside any urban 
fringe. The remaining population is classified as rural. Accord
ing to the old definition, the urban population was limited to all 
persons living in incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor civil divisions) classified as urban 
under special rules relat.ing to population size and density. 

In both definitions, the most important component of the 
urban territory is the group of incorporated places having 2,500 
Inhabitants or more. A dofinition of urban territory restricted 
to such places would exclude a number of equally large and 
densely settled plac.es, meroly because they were not incorporated 
placeH. Under the old definition, an effort was made to avoid 
some of the more obvious omisHions by tho inclusion of the places 
classified as urban under special rules. Even with these rules, 
however, many htrge and closely built-up places wore excluded 
from the urban territory. To improve the situation in the 1050 
Census, tho Bureau of the Census 8et up, in advance of enumera
tion, boundaries for urban-fringe areas around cities of 50,000 or 
more and for unincorporated places outside urban fringes, All 
the population residing in urban-fringe areas and in unincorpo· 
rated places of 2,500 or more ls classified as urban according to 
the 1050 definition. (Of course, tho incorporated places of 2,500 
or more in these fringes are urban in their own right.) Conse
quently, the special rules of the old definition are no longer 
uecessary. 

URBANIZED AREAS 

As indicated above, onci of the components of urban territory 
under the new dcfinit.ion of urban-rural residence is the urban 
fringe. Areas of this type in combination with the cities which 
they surround have been defined in the 1950 Census as urbanized 
areas. 

Eaeh urbanized area contains at least one city with 50,000 
inhabitants or more in ll)t!Q or according to a special censns taken 
since 1040. Each mbanized area also includes the surrounding 
closely settled incorporated places and unincorporated areas 1;hat 
comprise its urban fringe. The boundaries of these fringe areas 
were established to conform as nearly as possible to the act11al 
boundaries of thickly settled territory, usually characterized by a 
closely spaced street pattern. The territory of au urbanized 
area may be classified into incorporated parts and unincorporated 
parts. (See urbanized area maps which follow table 9 in Chapter A.) 

An urbanized area also may Ile divider! into central city or 
cities and urban fring;o as c\efinet\ below, 

Central cities.-Although an mlmnizecl arrn1 nrny noutaiu more 
than one cit.y of 50,000 01· more, no1; all cities of t.hiH Hize are 
rn::cessarily central cities. The \a1•gc>it c\t.y of an area is a\ways a 
cent.ml city. In addition, the 1mco11cl all() third mmit populous 
c:itieR in the area may qualif~· as central citicH provided they have 
a popnlatiou of at least one-third of that of t.he larges1; city in tho 
area and a minimum of 25,000 iuhabit.allts. The names of t.lrn 
individual mbanizccl areas indicate the contra! cities oft.ho areas. 
Tho sole exception to this l'llle is found in the New York-North
caHtcrn New .Jersey ·uruanizec\ A1·ea, the central cit.ics of wl1ich 
aro Nnw York Cit.~', ,Jcrso~· City, and Newark. 

Urban fringe,-'l'hc urban fringe includes that part of the 
urbanized area which is ontsid.e t\1e central cit;.' or cities. The 
following typeH of areas arc embraced if the~· are contiguous to 
tho central city or cit.ies or if the~· are contiguous to any area 
already ind udcd in the urban fringe: 

!. Incorporated places with 2,500 inhabitantH or more in 1940 
or nt a subsequent; special cenHus conducted prior to 1950. 

2. Incorporated placos with fowcr titan 2,500 inhabitl\ntt'. 
containinp; an aroa wi1;11 a connentration of 100 dwelling units or 
more with a densit,y in this concentration of 500 units or more 
por square mile. ThiH denRitoy 1·cpresonts approximately 2,000 
persons por 1-1quaro mile a,nd normally iR t.ho minimum found 
a>isociated with a eloHoly sriacecl streot iiattorn. 

3. Unincorporat.od territory with at least 500 dwelling unit;s 
per sq uaro mile. · 

4. Territory dovotod to commercial, Industrial, transporta
tional, rooroatlonal, and othor purposes functionally related to the 
central city. 

A11:10 lnc1udcd al'O outlying noncont.iguouH areas wlth the 
reqnlrocl rlwclllng 1111i1; donsHr looatod wit.hin 1% miles of the main 
coutiguouH urbanized part, moai:rnred along tho shortest; connecting 
highway, and other out.lying areas \\·ithin one-half mile of such 
noncontiguouH areas which meat tho minimum rcsirlontial density 
rule. 

FARM POPULATION 

The farm population for l 950, as for 19110 and 1930, includus 
all persons living; on fo.rmH without regard to ocellpation. In 
dct<irmininp; farm and nonfarm resiclenco lu the 1950 Censirn, 
howovor, certain spocinl groupH wore claHHifforl ot.lrnrwlse t.han in 
oarlinr ccusuHcH. In 19/iO, persons living on what mip;ht luwe been 
oousidcrcd fa.rm laml were c\n.s11ifiml l\s mmfo,rm. if t.hey pait\ tlash 
rent fo1· thoh· homeH and yards only. A few persons in inAtitutions, 
summer cnmpR, "mott1l1-1," and tourist campH wero classifiocl a~ 
farm resldontH in 1 MO, \\'horcas in 1950 all such persons were 
claHsified aR nonfarm. For tlrn Unitcrl States as a, wholo, there is 
evidence from the Current Population Survey th11<t the farm 
population in 1950 would have been about, 9 percent larger had 
t,hc 1040 procedurn l>cc'n 111-1nd. Fip;Un\s on the farm population 
are Hhown in tahlo 34. 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin and Purpose 

It has long been recognized that, for many types of social and 
economic analysis, it is necessary to consider as a unit the entire 
population in and around the city whose activities form an 
integrated social and economic system. Prim· to the 1950 Census, 
areas of this type had been defined in somewhat different ways by 
various agencies. Leading examples were the metropolitan dis
tricts of the Census of Population, the industrial areas of the 
Census of Manufactures, and the labor market areas of the Bureau 
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of Employment Security. The usefulness of data published for 
any of these areas was limited by this lack of comparability. 

Accordingly, the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with a 
number of other Federal ag,encies, under the leadership of the 
Bureau of the Budget, established the "standard metropolitan 
aroa" so that a wide variety of statist.ical data might be presented 
on u uniform basis. Since counties instead of minor civil divisions 
are used as the hasic component of standard metropolitan areas 
except in the New England States, it was felt that many more 
kinds of statistics could be compiled for them than for metro
politan districts. These new areas supersede not only the metro
politan districts but also the industrial areas and certain other 
similar areas used by other Federal agencies. 

Definitions 

Except in New England, a standard metropolitan area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties which contains at least 
one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more. In addition to the county, 
or counties, containing such a city, or cities, contiguous counties 
are included in a standard metropolitan area if according to certain 
criteria they are essentially metropolitan in chnracter and socially 
and economically integrated with the central city. For a descrip
tion of the standard metropolit.an areas in this State, if any, 
see p. xxvii. 

Criteria of metropolitan oharacter.-Thesc criteria relate pri
marily to the character of the county as a place of work or as a 
home for concentrations of nonagricultural workers and t.heir 
dependents. Specifically, these criteria are: 

I. The county must (a) contain 10,000 nonagricultural 
workers, or (b) contain 10 percent of the nonagricultural workers 
working in the standard metropolitan are!l., or (c) have at least 
one-half of its populat.ion residing in minor civil divisions with a 
population density of 150 or more per HCJUarc mile and contiguous 
to the cen tra1 city. 

2. Nonagricultural workers must constitute at least two
thirds of the total number of employed pcrRons of tho county. 

Criteria of integration.-The criteria of integration relate 
primarily to the extent of economic and social communication 
between the outlying counties and the central county as indicat.nd 
by such items as the following: 

1. Fifteen percent or more of the workers residing in t.he 
contiguous county work in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

2. Twent.v-five percent or more of the persons working in the 
contiguous county reside in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

3. The number of telephone calls per month to the county 
containing the largest; city of the standard metropolitan area from 
the contiguous county is four or more times the number of sub
scribers in the contiguous county. 

Areas in New England.-In New England, the city ttnd town 
arc administratively more important than the count.y, and data 
are compiled locally for Ruch minor civil divisions. Here towns 
and cities were the units nsed in defining standard metropolitan 
areas, and some of the criteria set forth above could not be applied. 
In their place, a population density criterion of 150 or more persons 
per square mile, or 100 ot• more persons per square mile where 
strong integration W!tH evident, has been used. 

Central oities.-Although there may be several cities of 50,000 
or more in a standard metropolitan area, not all are necessarily 
central cities. The largest city in a standard metropolitan area is 
the principal central city. Any other city of 25,000 or more within 
a standard metropolitan area having a populat,ion amounting to 
one-third or more of the population of the principal city iH also a 
central city. However, no more than three cities have been defined 

·as central cities of any standard metropolitan area. The name of 
every central city is included in the name of the area, with the 
exception that in the case of the New York-Northeastern New 
Jersey Standard Metropolitan Arca, "Jersey City" and "Newark" 

are not part of the name. Data for standard metropolitan areas 
located in two or more States are presented in tho report for the 
State containing the principal central city. 

Difference Between Standard Metropolitan Areas and 
Metropolitan Districts 

Since the metropolitan district was built up from minor civil 
divisions and since the standard metropolitan area is mmally 
composed of whole counties, the standard metropolitan area 
ordinarily includes IL larger territory than the corresponding met.
ropolitan district. There are, however, cases in which parts of t.110 
metropolitan district., as defined in 1940, do not fall within any 
standard metropolitan area. It is also true that in a number of 
cases single metropolitan districts of Hl40 have been split into two 
standard metropolitan areas. Many metropolitan districts would 
have been changed, of course, had they been brought up to date 
for 1\!50. 

In general then, the two kinds of areas arc not; comparable. 
Since metropolitan districts were defined almost wholly in terms of 
densit.y and standard metropolitan areas include whole counties 
selected on the basi:> of more complicated criteria, the population 
density of the standard met.ropolitau areas is considerably lower 
on the average and shows more variation from one area to another. 
Differences between the two types of areas are relatively small in 
New England, and would have been even less had the metropolitan 
disr.ricts. been brought up to date. 

Difference Between Standard Metropolitan Areas 
and Urbanized Areas 

The standard metropolitan area can be charac!;erized as tho 
metropolitan community as distinguished from both the legal city 
and the physical city. Standard metropolitan areas are larger 
than urbanized areas and in most cases contain an entire urbanized 
area. However, in a few instances, the fact that tho boundaries 
of standard metropolitan areas are determiued by county lines, 
and those of urbanized areas by the pattern of urban growth, means 
that there are small segments of urbanized areas which lie outside 
standard metropoliCan areas. In general then, urbanized areas 
represent the thickly settled urban core of the standard metro
politan areas, with the exceptions noted above. Because of 
discontinuities in land settlement, there are also some cases in 
which a single standard metropolitan area contains two urbnnizecl 
areas. The lists of urbanized areas and of standard metropolitan 
areas also differ somewhat because the former had to be estab
lished for cities of 50,000 or more before 1950, whereas the latter 
were established for cities of 50,000 or more as determined in the 
1950 Census. 

QUALITY OF DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

Data for the smaller areas represent the work of only a few 
enumerators (often only one or two). The misinterpretation by 
an enumerator of the instructions for a particular item may, 
therefore, have an appreciable effect on the statistics for a very 
small community-a. g., places of less than 10,000 inhabitants and 
particularly places of less than 2,500 inhabitants-even though it 
would have a negligible effect upon the figures for a large area. 

MEDIANS 

Medians are presented in connection with the data on age, years 
of school completed, and income which appear in this volume. 
The median is the value which divides t.he distribution into two 
equal parts-one-half of the cases falling below this value and 
one-half of the cases exceeding this value. In the computation of 
medians, cases for which the information was not reported are 
omitted. The median income for families and unrelated indi
viduals is based on the total number reporting, including those 
reporting no income The median income for persons is based on 
the distribution of those reporting $1 or more. 

( 
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RACE AND COLOR 

Definitions 

The concept of race as it has been used by the Bureau of the 
Census is derived from that which is commonly accepted by the 
general public ns reflected in the action of legislative and judicial 
bodies of the country. It docs not, therefore, reflect clear-out 
definitions of biological stock, and several categories obviously 
refer to nationalities. Although it lacks scientific precision, it is 
doubtful whether efforts toward a more scientifically acceptable 
definition would be appreciably productive, given tho conditions 
under which census enumerations are carried out. The informa
tion on race is ordinarily not based on a reply to questions asked 
by the enumerator but rather is obtained by observation. Enu
merators were instructed to ask a question when they were in 
doubt. Bxperience has shown that reasonably adequate identi
fication of the smaller "racial" groups is made in areas where they 
are relatively numerous but that representatives of such groups 
may be misclassified in areas where they are rare. 

Color.-The term "color" refers to the division of population 
into two groups, white and nonwhite. The group designated as 
"nonwhite" consists of :Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Ohineso, and 
other nonwhite races. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who 
were not definitely Indian or of other nonwhite raco were classified 
as white in 1050 and 10110. In the l!l30 publications, Mexicans 
were included in tho group "Other races," but the 1930 data 
published in this report have been revised to include Mexicans in 
the white population. 

Negro.-In addition to full-blooded Negroes, this classification 
also includes personA of mixed white and Negro parcmtage and 
persons of mixed Indian and Negro parentage unless the Indian 
blood very definitely predominates or unless tho individual is 
accepted in the community as an Indian. 

American Indian.-In addition to full-blooded Indiana, persons 
of mixed white and Indian blood are included in this cafogory if 
they are enrolled on an Indian reservation or agency roll. Also 
included are persons of mixed Indian blood if the proportion of 
Indian blood is one-fourth or more, or if they are regarded as 
Indians within the community. Indians Jiving in Tndla.n Territory 
or on reservations were not ineludecl in th~1 population until 181)0. 

Other raoes.--Separate statistics are given in this volume for 
Japanese and Chim1se. 'l'he category "All other" includes Fili
pinos, Koreans, Asia.tfo Indians, etc. 

Mixed Parentage 

Persons of mixed parentage arc classified according to tho race 
of t,he nonwhite parent and mixtures of nonwhite races are gen
erally classified according to tho race of the father. 

In lll50, for tho first time, an attllmpt was made to identify per
sons of mixed white, Negro, and Indian ancestry living in ceri;ain 
communities iii the eastern United States in a special category so 
they might be included in the categories "Other races" and "All 
other" rather than being classified white, Negro, or India.n. This 
identification was accomplished with varying degrees of success, 
however. These groups are not shown separately, but they are 
included in the "nonwhite" total. The communities in question 
arc of long standing and are locally recognized by apecia.l names, 
such as "Siouian" or "Croatan," "Moor,'' and "Tunica." In 
previous censuses, there ha.cl been considerable variation in the 
classification of such persons by race. 

AGE 

Definitions 

The age classification is based on the age of the person at his last 
birthday as of the elate of enumeration, that is, the age of the 
person in completed years. 'fhe enumerator was instructed to 
obtain the age of each person as of the date of his visit rather than 
as of April 1, 1950. 
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Assignment of Unknown Ages 

When the age of a person was not reported, it was estimated on 
the basis of other available information such as marital status, 
school at ton dance, employment status, age of other members of the 
family, and type of household. Age was estimated by this proce
dure in tho 1950 Census for o. rn percent of the populatfon of tho 
United States. This method of assigning unknown ages on the 
basis of related information was used for the first time in the l!l40 
Census when estimates of age were made for 0.10 percent of the 
population of the United States. In previous censusos, with the 
exception of 1880, persons of unknown age were shown in a sepa
rate category. Tho summary totals for "14 years and ovcir" and 
"21 years and over" for earlier censuses presented in this volume 
include all persons of "unknown age" since there is evidence that 
most of tho persons for whom ago waA not reported woro in the ago 
classes above those limits. 

Errors in Age Statistics 

A cousidorablo body of evidence exists which indicates that age 
is misreported in several characteristic ways and thut certain age 
groups aro less completely enumeratod than others in censuses. 
A comparison of ago distributions from the 1050 Census with age 
distributions based on figures from the HJ40 Census and brought 
up-to-date from official rooords of births, donths, and migration, 
suggests that this generalizat.ion is also true for the 1\)50 Census. 
This comparison shows that, for tho United States as a whole, 
there appoars to bo an underonunwmtion of children under 5 of 
apprnximatoly 11.8 porcont as compared with about 7.6 percent in 
1D40. Males between the ages of 18 and 211 also appear to have 
boon relatively undercnumoratod. Likewise, there appears to be a 
deficit of porsons in the ago range 55 to 04 years, which, however, 
is more than offset by an excess over tho number expected in the 
age group 05 years old and over. 

In addition to errors in tho statistics for broad-age groups arising 
from underenumeration and the misstatoment of age, there is a 
tendency to report age in multiples of 5. This tendency is apparent 
in statistics for single years of age in which the frequencies for 
single years ending in 0 and 5 a1·e froqucmtly greater than those for 
tlw two adjoining years. This type of misreporting presumably 
occurs in situations in which tho respondent, in the absence of 
specific knowledge as to his oxact age or the agll of the person for 
whom he is reporting, gives an approximate figure. Tho returns 
also exaggorate the number of centenarians, particularly among 
nonwhite porsonb. In general, the degree of inMouracy in reported 
nges is gro!ll;er for adults than for children. 

NATIVITY 

In (;his volume, the population is classified according to place 
of birth into two basic groups, native and foreign born. A 
person born in the United States or any of its Territories or pos
sessions is counted as native. Ali:io included as native is the small 
group of persons who, although bom in a foreign country or at 
sea, wore American citizens by birth because their parents wor~J 
American citizens. Since the Republic of tho Philippines was 
established as an independent country in 1046, persons living 
in the United States who had been born in tho Philippine Islands 
woro olassifiod as foreign born in the 1950 Census whereas in earlier 
censuses they had been classified as native. The small number of 
persons for whom place of birth was not reported were assumed 
to be native. 

Because of the declining numerical importance of the foreign
born population, nativity has not been used so extensively for 
cross-classifications in 1950 as in earlier censuses. Information 
on tho nativity and parentage of the white population and country 
of origin of the foreign white stock will be published in a special 
report. The distribution of the separate nonwhite races by nativ
ity and more detailed data on the foreign-born nonwhite popula
tion will be presented in a later publication. 
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CITIZENSHIP 

The classification of the population by citizenship embraces 
two major categories, citizen and alien. Citizens arc subdivided 
into native and naturalized. Jt, is assumed t.hat all JU\.r.ivcs are 
citizens of the United States. In addition tot.he citir.en and alien 
categories, t.here is a thirrl group, made up of foreign-bom persons 
for whom no report on citir.enship was obtained, designated 
"citizenship not reported." Since it is likely that most of these 
persons are alicms, they are oft.en included wit,h "alien" in summary 
figures for total aliens. 

MARITAL STATUS AND MARRIED COUPLES 

Definitions 

Marita.I status.-In the l!l50 Census, du.tit on miirital status are 
based on ]'(iplieH l;u t.hc question "Is he now married, widowed, 
divorced, separat;ed, or [has he] never [been] married?" The 
classillcat.ion refers to the status iit the time of enumeration. 
Persons clnssiflocl as "married" comprise, therefore, both t,hose 
who have been married only once and those who remarried after 
having been widowed or divorced. Persons re11orted as separated 
or in common-law rnarriagos arc classified as mal'!'ied. Those 
rcport,cd aH never married or with annulled marriages arc clasRified 
as single. Since it is probable that sorne divorced persoris are 
reportod as single, married, or widowed, t.he ceus11s ref',urns 
donbcless ttndorstate somewhat the actual number of divorced 
persons who have not remarried. 

In some tables, the category "Married" is further divided into 
"lVIal'!'ied, spouHc prcHcnt" ancl "Married, spouse absent." In 
l;he office proticHsing, this classifieation was made for n 20-percent 
sample of the cinta collected. A person is classified as "ma.rried, 
Hpo11se rn·nRcmt" if the pcrRon's lnu;lnmd or wife was rnportod as a 
mcmb!lr of the housohold or quasi household in which the person 
waH cnttmoratecl, oven i;hough he or she may have boon temporarily 
ab110nt on !Jnsiness or vacation, visiting, in a hospital, etc., at the 
time of tho ennmoration. The number of ma.rried men with 
wife present who arc classified ns heads of households is the same 
as tlrn nmnbcr of wives of heads of honseholcls Rhown in Lhc tables 
on relnt.io11ship to head of household, except for diffm·enccs arising 
from sampling variation or from methods used in processing the 
data.. The number shown as not head of household is the same 
as the number of married eouples without own household, except 
for differences arising from processing methods used. 

PcrsonR rnported a:> separated are included in the group desig
nated as "lVforrind, :>pousc absent." Separated persons include 
t.hrnm wil.h legal scparatiomi, those living apart. with intentions of 
obt.aining n divorce, nncl other married persons permanently or 
temporarily rn.;tranged from their spouse because of marital 
clhicorcl. The group "Other married, spouse absent" includes 
married persons employed and living for several months at a 
comiiderable distance from their homes, 1;hosc whose spouse was 
absent in tho armed forces, in-migrants whose spouse remained in 
another area, husbands or wives of inmates of institutions, and 
all other married perHons (except those reported as separated) 
whose place of residence was not the sitme as that of their spouse. 

Di!Tcrences between the number of married men and the number 
of mar1·ied women arise from spouses having their usual residences 
in different areas, from differences in tho completeness of enumer
ation of married men and wome11, and from response and 
processing errors. 

Married couple.-A married couple is defined as a husband and 
his wife enumerated as members of the same household or quasi 
household. As indicated above, this classification was made for 
a 20-perccnt sample of the data collected. Married couples are 
classified as "with own household" if the husband iR head of the 
household. Other married couples, classified as "without own 
household," may be living in households as relatives of the head 

or as lodgers or employees, or they may be living in quaHi honHe
holds, such as largo rooming houses or hotels. 

Comparability 

The category "Separated" was included in the question on 
marital status for the first time in 1H50. Previously, t.he qumition 
included the categories single, married, widowncl, and clivorecd. 
ThiR change may have made the number of pnrsons reported aH 
divorced Romewhat smaller in 1950 than it would have been unclnr 
t.hc earlier procedure. 

In Hl50, as in previous censuses, marital status waH not reportnd 
for a small number of persons. For such persons marital :-;tatns 
was estimated in HJ50 and HJ40 Oil the bnsis of age and tho presencn 
of o;pouse or children. Becam~e of the methods used in 1 \J50, 
however, some persons who would have been classified as 1:1inglo 
under the l!l40 procedure were classified as "mnrried, i-lpouse 
absent" or "widowed" in Hl50. 

To obtain the marital status distribution of the population lc! 
years old and over for 18\JO to 1!1:30 it has been necessary to amrnme 
that the small number of persons under 15 years old claHsifiecl as 
married, widowed, divorcee!, or with ma.rital status not reported 
were 1,1 years old. 

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY 

Definitions 

Household.-A household includes all the persons who occupy 
a house, an apartment or other group of rooms, or a room, that 
constitutes a dwelling unit. In general, a group of rooms occu
pied as separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has separa.tc 
cooking equipment or a scpa.rate entrance; a single room occupied 
a.s separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has 1:1eparate 
cooking equipment or if it constitutes the only living quartt\rs in 
the structure. A household includes the related family memborfl 
and also the unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers, foster 
children, wards, or employees who share the dwelling unit. A 
person living alone in a dwelling unit or a group of unrelated 
persons sharing the same dwelling unit as partners is also counted 
as a household. The count of households excludes groups of 
persons living as members of a quasi household (sec below). 

The average population per household is obtained by dividing 
the population in households by the number of households. It 
excludes persons living in quasi households. 

Quasi household .-A quasi household is a group of porso1rn 
living in quarters not classified as a dwelling unit, for example, in 
a house with at least five lodgers, or in a hotel, institution, labor 
camp, or military barracks. 

Fa.mily.-A family, as defined in the 1950 Census, is a group of 
two or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption and 
living together; all such persons arc regarded as members of one 
family. The number of families was determined from the number 
of persons classified as heads of families; this classification was 
made for a 20-pereent sample of the data collected. A family 
may comprise persons in either a household or a quasi household. 
If the son of the head of the household and the son's wife are 
members of the household they are treated as part of the head's 
family. A lodger and his wife who arc not related to the head 
of the household, or a resident employee and his wife living in, 
are considered as a separate family, however. Thus, a household 
may contain more than one family. A household head living alone 
or with nonrelatives only is not regarded as a family. Some 
households, therefore, do not contain a family, 

The average population per family is obtained by dividing the 
population in families by the number of families. In Chapter B, 
the population in families includes, in addition to family members, 
the small number (about 145,000) of unrelated individuals under 
14 years old who had not been tabulated separately at the time 
this report was pre:pared, 



INTRODUCTION xv 

Unrelated individual.-Unrel11tec\ individuals are those persons 
(other th11n inmates of institutiom) who are not living with 11ny 
relat.iveH. In the office processing, this clasHification was made 
for n 20-percent. sample of the data colleetecl. An unrel11ted 
inclividual m11y he (a) 11 houHeholcl lwad liviug alone or with non
relativeH only, (Ii) a lodger or resident employee with no relativcm 
in tho household, or (c) 11 member of a qua:.;i homiehold who has 
no relatlves living with him, Thus, a widow who occupies her 
house alone or with one or more persons not related to her, a 
roomer not related to anyono else in the dwelling unit, a maid 
living aR a member of her employer's housel10ld !mt with no 
relatives in the houHchold, and a rcHidcnt Htaff member in a hos
pit11l living apart from n.ny relatives are all examples of unrelated 
individualH, 

Institutional population.-The institutional pop11l11.tion inclndmi 
thoso persons living as inmatos in such placos a:.; homes for delin
quent or dependent children, homes and schools for tho mentally 
or phyRically handicapped, places providing <1pecialized medical 
care, homes for the aged, priRons, and jails. Staff members and 
their families are not included in the institutional population. 
Inm11tes of institutionR are not counted as "unrelated individuals," 
largely because statistics on "unrelated individual,;" arc more 
LJHeful to conflumerH of data on labor force, income, and houRing 
1-1tatisticH if they exclude Rttch inmates. 

The number of inmates of institutions is shown in the tables in 
Chapter 13. Inmates 14 years old and over are shoWI' in cerlain 
cm1>loymont status tables in Chapters B and C and in tal>le !lO 
on income in Chapter C. 

Family status.--In table 90, persons 14 years old and over are 
classified into the categories family head, wife, or other rolalJve 
of family head, unrelated individual, and inmate of insl.it.ntfon. 
This claR~ification differs from that in tablcR 58 and 50 which 
porl.ainH to relat.ionship to houHehold heud (Aee below). 

Comparability 

Earlier census data,-Minor changes in the instructions for 
identifying dwelling units in l!l50 as compared wit.It 11!40 may 
have affected to a Alight extent t.he increase in hmrneholcls botwom1 
tho two dat.cH. For example, in the l!l40 CenRnH, the oeeupan t.H 
of a lodginghouso were regarded 11H constit.uUng a q1msi honsehokl 
if the place included 11 or more lodgers; in the l!l50 ConRUH the 
criterion was reduced to 5 or more lodgerl'. AH a result. of thiH 
change, the number of quasi houi;eholds probably donblecl in 
many areas, In general, however, the number of households and 
tho number of occupied dwelling units in the l!lliO CenRUH may bo 
regarded 11s comparable with t.lle number of "fami!ioH," "private 
households," and occupied dwelling units as shown in t.lrn consnH 
reports for Hl30 and l\JilO. 

In the Hl50 ConRtis, the number of households and the number 
of occupied dwelling nnitR were identical by definition; small 
dilTcrcnees between these numbers appear in the published reportH, 
however, because the data for the Population and t.he Housing 
reports w~irc procesRed independent:ly. 

The term "family" as uHed in the l!l50 CensnA is not comparable 
with that 1rnod by the Bureau of the Census before 1047. The 
new definition excludes the large number of household headH with 
no relatives in the household who would have been claH1-1ified as 
families under the old definition. On the other hand, Llw new 
definition includes the small number of groups of mutually related 
lodgers or employees in hon::icholds and of mutually related persons 
in quasi households who would not have been classified as families 
under the old definition. The net effect has been to reduce the 
number of families. 

In certain Population and Housing reports of the 1040 Census, 
the average population per household included the relatively small 
number of persons living in quasi households. Such persons 
were excluded in calculating the average population per house
hold shown in the present volume. 

The coverage of the institu t.ional population in the 1050 Censtrn 
is somewhat more inclusive than that in the l\HO Cemnrn. For 
example, pat.ientR in tulicrculoHit:i ~mnataria were iuclndlld in Hl50 
but not in l!l40. Furthermore, the identificat.ion of certain other 
types of imititntio1rn, Ruch afl nursing, eonvalescent., and rmit 
homes, was probably improved in Hl50 by the nRe of list1-1 of Ruch 
placcii compiled from welfare agencieA. 

Current Population Survey,-Estinrntes of the number of housc
holdH and of the number of familieH for Llw United Stat.es as a 
whole arc published annually from the Cmrent Population Survey. 
The estima\'.mi b111-1ed on t.his survey for March Hl.50 were highnr 
than the figures obtaiuocl from the census in April 1050. 'I'lwsc 
di!Tercnccs may be attributed to such focton; as sampling vari
ability, methods usod in weighting tho sample figures, and dif
ferences between Urn int.ervim,·ers with mRpect to training and 
experienco. 

RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Definitions 

Head of household,·---One person iu each houHelwlcl iH cleidgnated 
aH the "head." The munl.wr of heacl<1, thereforo, is equal to the 
mnuber of honHoholds. The Jwacl iH mnmlly tho porRon regarded 
ns tho helltl by the rnaml>cn·s of the lwusciholrl. Married women 
11ro not elttH:.;ifiml ttH hettrlH if thoir ht1Hlmncls are living with them 
11t the time of tho tmllHllH. 

Wife,---Tlrn total number uf Jcmalos i;hown under tlte hearliug 
"wife" iH orrlinnril,v sommvhat loss than the total 11mnber of 
married women with husband present., since the category "Wifo" 
iii 1.he rolntionH!tip tables ilwludeH only wivm1 of hm1d~ of houso
holclH. AH inclieatod in tho section on "Marital sti1t11H," the num
ber of "wives" iH rliroctly oompnrablo with data in thci marital 
i:;tatttH tables 011 tlw umnl>or of manioc! meu with wife prosont who 
aro ho11dH of honsehoklH. Either of thmm figun1s may be mmcl to 
inclim\l.o (.lw nmnl>nr of "h11Hlmnd-wife housoholdH, 11 

Child.- .'I'hiH category i11elncloH sons ancl daughters, Htopd1ildrtm, 
tmd adoptocl childrnn of Lho hoacl rogarclleHH of their age or maritid 
1:1\.iitnH. It cxelncloH ROllH-in-lnw and daughtorn-in-law and, of 
c:our1-10 1 1111y childron of t,110 head 110 longer Jiving in the householrl. 

Grandohild.--··This cmtogory com1n'iHes all personH living in the 
hom1ehold who arc Hons, d11ughterH, skpchilclnm, or adopted chil
dren of a ehild of tho hmicl. 

Parent.··--This daHs cmnprisus both p11rontH and pn.rents-i11-law 
uf tlw head if living in tho lrnusohnlcl. 

Other relative.--·This group includes such relativeH of tho head 
as sonH-in-law, HisterH-in-l!tw, neplww~, brothers, aunts, grand
fHL!'cnts, ootrninH, n.ncl grnat-grancfohildren, if those arc memborH of 
tho honsohold. 

Lodger.·-All pcmmns in honsolwlchi who are not rolaterl to tho 
hencl, ex<"opt roHic:lent cmployeoH and their familieR, me count('ci 
0.11 lodgers. Among theso porsonH 1Lre lodgers, roomers, and 
bonrderH, and their rlllativeH residing in the same hrnrnehnld. Al~o 
iiielndod are pmtnorR, foster children, and wards. 

Resident employee.-This category consists of all employees of 
the he11cl of the homichold who mmally reside in the household with 
tlwir employer (n111i11ly cooks, mtiirls, llltrses, ILll(I hired farm 
hands), and their relatives residing in the same housohold. In 
19·10, relatives of resirlent employees living in the Ho.mo household 
were shown as loclgors. 

Head of quasi household.-·-lfoacls of qua1:1i htnrnehokls are usn-
11lly managern or officers in institutionR, hotels, lodginghouses, 
and Rimilar establishments. If the luncllady in a rooming house 
reported herself as the head but her husband was a member of 
the quasi household, he was designated as head for consistency 
with the trcatmont of mrtrricd heads and wives of heads of house
bolcls. The number of heads of quasi households also rcpresentA 
the number of quasi households. 
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RESIDENCE IN 1949 

Definitions 

The dat11 011 residence in Hl49 were derived from answers to 
::;everal questions asked of a 20-percent sample of persons of all 
ages. Tho first question wns, "Was he living in this same house 
a year ago?" Those perRons who were not living in the snme house 
were asked, "Was he living in this same county a year ago'/" and 
if not, "What county and State was he living in a year ago?" 

Itesidence in l!.)49 is the usual place of residence one year prior 
to the date of enumeration. As indicated by t.hc categories of 
table 23, residence in 19·10 was used in conjunction with residence 
in 1950 to determine the extent of mobility of the population. 
Persons who had changed residence from l!J49 to 1950 were classi
fied int,o two groups according to their 1949 residence, viz., "Dif
ferent house, same county" and "Different county or abroad." 
Uesidcncc abroad includes residence in 1111 foreign countries and all 
Territories and possessions of the United States. The group whose 
10·19 residence was "Same house as in 1950" includes all persons 
1 year old and over who were living in tho same house on tho dnte 
of enumeration in 1950 as on the date one year prior to enumera~ 
tion. Included in this group are persons who had never moved 
during the 12 months as well as persons who had moved but by 
1950 had returned to their 1941) residence. Persons 1 year old 
and over for whom complete and consistent information regarding 
residence in 191HJ was not collected, 11rc included in the group 
"ltcsidenee not reported." 

The nnm ber of persons who were living in different houses in 
1950 and 1 U49 is somowhat lesti than the total number of moves 
during tho year. Some persons in the same house at the two dates 
had moved during the year but by the time of enumeration had 
returned to their 191!9 residence. Other persons made t;wo or more 
progressive moves. Furthermore, persons in a different house in 
the snme county may actually have moved between counties during 
the ye11r but by 1U50 had returned to the same county of residence 
as th11t in 1 £HO. 

Comparability 

A similar set of questions on mobility was first asked in the 1940 
Census. 'l'hese questions, however, applied to residence five years 
enrlier rather than one year earlier. 

Por the United States as a whole, figures from the Current 
Popul11tion Survey of March 1950 on residence in March 1949 and 
figures on thiR s11nw subject from Uic 1!)50 Census as of April 1, 
l!l50, indicate appreciable differences both in the proportion of 
persons who were living in a different house in HJ.19 and in 1950 
and in the proportion of migrants, that, is, persons who were living 
in 11 different county in 11l49 and 1950. The figures from the 
Current Population Survey indicate 11 greater extent of total 
mobility (any change of usual residence) than those from the 
census but a rel11tively smaller extent of migration. These 
di!Tercnces apparently arise from the somewhat different periods 
covered by the two sct,s of figures, the different methods used in 
collecting and processing the data, and sampling variability. 
li'urthormore, members of the armed forces are largely excluded 
from the Current l'opulation Survey. 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

Definitions 

Tho statistics on this subject arc based on the respondent's 
answer to the question, "What State (or foreign country) was he 
born in?" In case questions arose in the interview involving 
changes in international boundaries, the enumerntor was instructed 
to decide on the basis of the international boundaries as of April 1, 
1950. In coding and edit.ing, the list of countries used was that 
officially accepted by the United States as of April 1, 1950. 

In view of the numerous changes in boundaries which have 
occurred in Europe in the period of time during which statistics 
on country of birth hiwe been collected by the Bureau of the 

Census, and the fact that many foreign-born persons at any given 
census are likely to report in terms of the boundaries at the time 
of their birth or emigration or in accordance with national prefer
ences, there may have been considerable depart;ure from the rule 
specified in the instructions. 

Comparability 

In 1940 the classification of the population by country of birt,h 
was based on the political boundaries of January 11 1937. The 
corresponding 1930 data are based on the political boundaries of 
that year, which were, in most respects, identical with those of 
January 1, 1937. 

For the censuses from 1860 to l!JOO, figures on country of birth 
arc shown for the total foreign-born population. From HllO to 
1940, however, this item is presented for the foreign-born white 
only. Although the 1950 statistics on country of bfrth are pre
sented only for the foreign-born white population in this report, 
subsequent reports will contain information on the country of 
bit-th of the nonwhite population. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Definitions 

The data on school enrollment were derived from answers to the 
question, "Has he attended school at any time since February 1 ?" 
This question was asked of a 20-percent, sample of persons under 
30 years of age. 

"Regular" sohools.-In the instructions to the enumerators, 
enrollment was defined as enrollm(lnt in "regular" schools only. 
Such schools are public, private, or parochial suhools, colleges, 
universities, or professional schools, either day or night---that is, 
those schools where enrollment may lead to an elementary or high 
school diploma, or to a college, university, or professional school 
degree. Enrollment could be full time or part time. 

If a per:::on was enrolled in such 11 school subsequent to li'ebru11ry 1, 
1950, he was classified as enrolled even if he had not actu11lly 
attended school since that date. For example, he may not h11ve 
attended because of illness. 

If a person was receiving regular instruction at home from a 
tutor and if the instruction was considered comparable to that of 
a regular school or college, the person was counted as enrolled. 
Enrollment in a correspondence course was counted only if the 
course was given by a regulnr school, such as a university, and the 
person received credit thereby in the regular school system. 

Kindergarten,-Children enrolled in kindergarten were reported 
separately in 1950 and were not counted as enrolled in school. 
The statistics on kindergarten enrollment were tabulated only for 
children 5 and 6 years old. Nursery schools were not regarded as 
kindergartens or schools. 

Schools excluded,-Persons enrolled in vocational, trnde, or 
business schools were excluded from the enrollment figures unless 
such schools were graded and considered a part of a regular school 
system. Persons receiving on-the-job training in connection with 
their work were not counted as enrolled in school. Persons 
enrolled in correspondence courses other than those described 
above were not counted as enrollee! in school. 

Editing of 1950 Data 

In 1950, as in prior censuses, persons for whom there was no 
report as to school enrollment are not shown separately. In both 
1940 and 1950, the editing rules were determined largely on the 
b11sis of information on ages of compulsory attendance as compiled 
by the U. S. Office of Education. Additional information used 
included other items on the schedule and results of Current Populn
tion Surveys showing the enrollment rates for various age groups. 
In general, persons 5 through 17 years of age not reporting on 
school enrollment were treated as enrolled, whereas those 18 
through 29 years old were conf)idered not enrolled. 
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Comparability 

Earlier census data.-The corresponding question in the 
C'euRuses of l!llO, 1020, and l!l30 applied to a somewhat longer 
period, the period Hinc~e the preceding Reptmnber l. The conH\18 
dale~ wern April 15 in 1\llO, .January 1 in ll\20, and April 1 in l\l30. 
Purtlwrznore in these c•ensu~es the qneRtfon was not rPst.rit'tcd ns to 
t.hc kind of school the person was 1ittendiug. 

In HMO the question referred to the 11eriod from J\farch 1 lo the 
date of the enumeration, which began on April I. There are 
indica.tions that in some areas the schools elospci early (i. e., before 
March I) for :mch reasons as lack of funds, flood l'Onditions, or crop 
sowing. For such areas the enrollment rat.os would, thorefore, 
have been relatively low. In order to insure uwrn l'Omplt'!.e 
<:omparabilitcy among areaR in 1!150, it wa.'\ (.hnrcfore co11sic!Prcd 
a.dv!Rable to in<1rea."e the reference period to that between Fehrmiry 1 
and the time of t.11e enumeration. 

In l!l50, for the firHt. time in a deecmnial ccnsnH, kindcrgar!cm 
enrollment was separately identified. In earlier ccnsuHeR no 
Hpecific inHtruct.ions were given about kinctcrg1nt.en and, therefore, 
enrollment figures for children 5 and 6 ye1m1 old uncloubt.cdly 
inelurlcd some children enrolled in kindergarten. 

AR mentioned in the section on "URual place of rcsicfonce," 
co!logc stuclent8 were enumerated in ]()50 at. their college residoncn 
wheroaH in previous years they were generally enumerated ate their 
parent.al home. ThiH change in procedure should not. huve 
t\ffeot.ed the comparability of the 1050 and 11140 national t.ota]H 
on school enrollment, but it. may affect. t.!1e con1parabilit.y of .1050 
and l \MO fip;uroR on Rchool enrollment at college age for fiome StateH 
and local areaH. 

Current Population Survey .--In each year 8t1irtinp; with 194 5, 
the Cens11R Bureau haR collectecl Rtat.iRt.ics on Rchool enrollment for 
tho Unitrd Statm1 aR 11. Rupplemont. to the Cnrrent Population 
Survey for October. The baAie definitions used in these supple
ments are the s11.me as those of the 1050 Cernm~. 'l'he figmoR n,re 
not. st.riotly Nimpamble, however, because the RUIJplemcnt iH takon 
in October rat her t.11an in April and relates t.o enrollment. in tho 
current tl•rm. Although 1.hc April 1 !l50 Census figuroR and !Jic 
October 104H 1rnrvoy fip;ures on enrollment both per!tdn to the same 
Hchool yenr, 1\MH- Hl50, the April Hl50 figureR may be proporly 
eomparecl with (.hmm for October Hl41l only if some allowanec iR 
made (a) for t.hmie 11cw~ons who left. school between October l!H!J 
and February l!J50, either by dropping ouL or graduat.ion; and (Ii) 
for those pcm;omi who entered school nftcr Oct.ober. 

For younger children, particularly those 5 and 6 yearR old, a 
comparison of October and April enrollments is miRleading. Many 
Rchool HystmnR opemtc under the policy of permit.t.inp; children to 
st.art. t.lw firHt grade only if they havo attained a certain age by t.hc 
beginning of tho Hchool year. This roquirernent maximir.es onroll
ments for thcHe ages in the fall, whereas by April many children 
have at.taint'cl tlrn givon ago but are not yet enrolled. 

Data from school systems.-Dnta on school enrollment 11ro alHo 
collected und irnhlished hy Federal, St.ate, and local p;ovcrnmcntal 
agencies. These rlata am obtained from reportH of Hchool RyR!emH 
and instit.nt.ions of higher learning and are only roughly comparable 
with the enrollment data collected by the Bureau of the CensuH by 
household intcr\'iews. The census enrollment figures tend to he 
lower, largel·y booa11Re they refer to Rhorter t.ime periods and count 
a. person only once, although ho may attend more than one school 
during the reportinp; period. 

YEAR OF SCHOOL IN WHICH ENROLLED AND 
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED 

Definitions 

The data 011 year of ~mhool in which enrolled were derived from 
the answerA to the firHt of t.he following two que11tfons, and thoHe on 
years of sehool completed frnm the combination of answers to both 
questionR: (a) ""What is the llighcRt grade of school that ho has 
attended?" and (Ii) "Diel he finish this grade?" These questfons 
were asked of a 20-percent. sample of persons of all ages. 

The quest.ions on educational attainment applied only to 
progrc~R in "regular" RchoolH, 1t8 defined in t.he sect.ion on "S~hool 
euro lhnent." 

HigMst grade of school attended.--·-Tlw que~tiou eallcd for the 
highest grade attoml<•d, regard1eRs of "Rldp1)et\ 11 or "repeat.eel" 
gradeH, ml her than the nuniber of full Rchool yenrR which the perRon 
lrnrl Rpcn t, in ;whoo!. 

111 some <l.rotts in t.he Unitod Htatell, the i;chool syMcm hai1, OT 
uHed to h1we, 7 ye11r;; of elementary sehool rather than the more 
conventional 8 years. For Urn sako of comparability, porsonH who 
had progreHHed beyond a 7-year elementary school :iystom were 
treated aR though the~' had progres~md be~·ond the usual 8-vear 
RyRtem. .Tunior high S(1hool gracles ware t.ranHlatcd into their 
()lcmcutary or high Hrhool equivalent.A. 

In i.Jw ca:,;e of plWROnH whmm highest, grarlc of at.tendanc:e was in a 
foreign Rehool HyHtllln, the enmnerator was instructed to obtain the 
1ipproximl\te equivnlent g1•ndc1 iu I.he American school system or if 
I.hat. were (·.oo cliffieult. to rletrrmine, tlw nnmbcr of yeur~ tho pers

1

on 
had attender! Hnhool. PersonR whm;c highm-;t, level of at.tendance 
waH in an m1graderl RPhool wero treat.eel iu Rimilar fashion. Per:mns 
whoHe highoHt. level of training WM by a tut.or and whose training 
W!l$ regarded nH qnalifyinp; undcw the "rop;ular" Achool definition 
were alRo given t.ho approximat.e cqnivalnnt in the regular suhool 
~yRtnm. 

Completion of highest grade,··-'l'ltc Hl\(lond qnm1tion on mhrna
t.ionnl IL(.t,ninmc•nt. \\'HH (.o lw !tllH\l'C'l'Cld "Ytls" if t.lrn peI"Hon had 
completnd t.hn fill! µ;raclo. If tho porson WttH At.ill ntt;cnding Hchool 
in that p;rnile, hn,d nm11plnl.Nl only a half gracle, or had dro11porl out 
of or failorl to pnHf\ l,Jw Inst grade at.t.cmdnrl, the rciqnilwl answer 
\\'!lH "N'o." In t.Jw c1tRn of porsons who foilocl to roport on complr.
t.ion of t.lw g-r11.cl<', thnHn clnssifiocl flH enrollncl WC\l'c1 MHllmed not. to 
hn\'c1 liniHhl\d nllCl \·,hoHc' not, mn·olhitl wr.rn l\HRmiwc\ to hi:we finic1hm\. 

Comp11t11billty 

Year of school in which enrolled and years of school completed.
In the pres(mt vohmw, the yc~111· of .~nhnol in which urn·ollod is Hhown 
for onrollocl JH!!'ROll>' Ii (,o 20 ymtr1-1 old, nncl the ~-('arH of sohool ~0111-
plr.t.ed aw 1-1hown fol' all JH!l'HOllH 5 ycnrfl old and ovt1r. 

1"or 1\)50, Ht.at.hiticlK on mlt11•.at.iona\ 1it.t1iinment for purHons l'n
ro!led ill Hchool am shown in (.ermH of tho ~ehool year in whieh they 
worn c1n1•ollnd, whcre!\H in \.lw 1040 l'(~portK sta\;iH\,icR were shown in 
t·.crms of !;lw hip;he8t p;l'Ud<' t;lwy had eomploted. Th(l prnf';cmt pro
cncl111·c' was ndopt.od hncawm it; providN; stat.islie::; in a form that 
shonlcl bo gc11wmll.1· nw1•0 usofnl to t.ho;,n intnrPHtNl ill solrnol 
~yRLems. 

<ll\tH'l'fllly, fm• pm·sonR <'mollccl in ~whool tlw g!'llcle in which thev 
wore enrolled iH O!Hl p;mdo hip;hm than the liighest grade complet,cd. 
Dal.a from a preliminary immple of Lim 11J50 CcnsuA, howcvPr, 
indi<.mto tlmt., hy tho time of thll census cmnnora.t\()1\ 1 n,\)()\\t ·15 
pcrcnnt; of tho "onrollncl" popul11t.ion 5 to 29 yearR old had com
pleted tho Harne p;rade in which Hie;-.· h11d l>oen emolled. This 
1ipparont r:ontrarlictfon occnrH hecaww tho q1ieHtfon on enrollment 
ruferrecl t.o "any time since 1<'ehrua.ry 1" whereas Lhe completion 
q1rnHt.ion l'<lfl1rred to the date of enumoration. Thmi, hip;hcRt grades 
of Hcbool complet.nd for the nnrollcd population obtained by imh
traeti 11µ; onn p;racle from the 1-1mde in which tmro\\()(\ rn\liot be con
Hicierecl only approximately oontwL. 

Tho HJ.JO CensuH !'()Jlort.:-; inelndecl data on higlw~t grnde of school 
noiuplnt(!d for U10 population 5 to 2-i years old not enrollnd in 
:-;chool. AR a rPRUli of tho factH noter! above>, Himilu.r <lat.a for 1950 
could 011ly llo approximated. 'I'wo R(cc!flH would be involvnrl: First, 
ono grade shoulrl be clod uctr-rl from t.lrn µ;rarlo in which enrolled 
(aH gl ven in t.able {13) in order to approximn.to tho highest grndo 
oomplotcrl for pcmmns enro!lC'd in school: sef1ond, the number of 
m1rollecl pt!rsons who have complntod a given p;ra.clr~ should be sub
t.racted from the t.otal numtwr of perso11H who have com1)k~tl.'d the 
grade (a~ given in table M). 

Quality of 1940 and 1960 data.-In Hl40 11 single question WMJ 

asked on hig;lrns1c g:rndo of school co!llpleted, Prcvions censuses 



XVIII DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

had included one or more inquiries on illiteracy hut none on 
educationa1 attainment. 

Analysi8 of the dat.a from the 1940 Census and from surveys 
conductc~d by the Bureau of the Census using the 1940 type of 
riuestion indicated that reAponde11ts frequent.ly reported tlw year 
or grade in which they wer(' en1·01lcd1 or had la,st. been enroller!, 
instead of the one completed. The 1950 questions were designed 
to reduce this kind of error. 

Data from a preliminary sample of the 1950 Census for persons of 
elomentary and high school ages show larger proportions in 1950 
than in 19'!0 in both the modal grade and the next lower grade for 
a particular age, and smaller proportions in each of the first two 
gradeFI above the mode. It seems reasonable to assume that, as a 
result of the change in questionnairo design, there was also rcla
tiv1!ly less exaggeration in eclncatiouul attainment. in 1950 than in 
l !HO. even for older persons. 

Median School Years 

l\fodiau educational attainment (i. c., either median year of 
school in which enrolled or median school years completed) is 
expressed in terms of a continuous series of numbers. For example, 
the fourth year of high school is indicated hy 12 and the first. year 
of college by 13. For the sake of comparability, the first year of 
high school is uniformly represented by 9, although, as previously 
noted, there are 8omc arr.11s with only 7 years of elementary 
school. 

The proceduro used in both 1950 and 1940 for calculating the 
median years of school completed makes allowance for the fact that 
many persons reported as having completed a given full school 
,\'ear have also completed part of the next highor grade. It is 
assumed, for example, t.hat persons who reported six full years of 
school completed had actually completed 6.5 grades. At the time 
of enumeration, persons enrolled in school had probably completed 
somewhat more than one-half grade beyond their last full year, on 
the ~veragc, whereas persons who had left school had probably 
completfld Jes~ than one-half year beyond their last full year, on the 
average. A similar procedure was fo11ow0.cl in the computation of 
the median school year In which enrolled. 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Definitions 

Census week.-The 1950 data on employment status pertain to 
the calendar week preceding the enumerator's visit. This week, 
defined as the "census week,'' is not the same for all respondents, 
because not all persons were enumerated during the same week. 
The majority of the popul!\tion was euumerated during the first 
half of April. The 1940 data refer to a fixt>d week for all persons, 
March 24 to 30, 1940, regardless of the date of enumeration. 

Employed,-Employed persons comprise all civilians 14 years 
old and over who, during the census week, were either (a) "at 
work"-those who did any work for pay or profit, or worked 
without pay for 15 hours or more on a family farm or in a family 
business; or (b) "with a job but not at work"-those who did not 
work and were not looking for work but had a job or business from 
which they were temporarily absent because of vacation, illness, 
industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff with definite instructions 
to retmn to work within 30 day~ of layoff. Also included as 
"with a job" are persons who had new jobs to which they were 
scheduled to report within 30 days. 

Unemployed,-Porsons 14 years old mid over are classified as 
unemployed if they were not at work during the census week but 
were either looking for work or would have been looking for work 
except that (a) they were temporarily ill, (b) they expected to 
rctnrn to a job from which they lmd been laid off for an indefinite 
period, or (c) they believed no work was available in their com
munity or in their line of work. Since no specific questions 
identifying persons in these last three groups were included on the 
census schedule, it is likely that some persons in these groups were 
not returned by the censl)s enllmerntors as unemployed. Unom-

ployed persons are separated in some tables into new workers and 
experienced workers. When information on the schedule was 
insufficient for this dhitinction to be made, the unemployed person 
was classified as an experienced worker, since the great majority 
of persons seeking work have had previous work experience. 

Labor force.-The labor force includes all persons classified as 
employed or unemployed, as described above, and also members 
of the armed forces (persons on active duty with the United States 
Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). The 
"civilian labor force" comprises the employed and unemployed 
components of the labor force. The "experienced labor force" 
consists of the armed forces, employee! workers, and the unem
ployed with previous work experience. The "experienced civilian 
labor force" comprises the two latter groups. 

Not in labor foroe.-Pcrsons not in the labor force comprise all 
civilians 14 years of age and over who are not classified as employed 
or unemployed, including persons doing only incidental unpaid 
family work (less than 15 hours during the census week). Per
sons not in the labor force are further classified in this report into 
the following categories: 

1. Keeping house.-Persons primarily occupied with their 
own home housework. 

2. Unable to work.-Persons who cannot work because of a 
long-term physical or mental illness or disability. There is some 
evidence, however, that some persons were reported as "unable to 
work" who were only temporarily ill or who, although elderly, 
were not permanently disabled. 

3. Inmates of institutfons.-Persons, other than staff members 
and their families, living in institutions. (See definition of insti
tutional population on pa~e xv.) Staff members of institutions 
and their families are classified into employment status categories 
on the same basis as are persons living outside of institutions. 

4. Other and not reported.-Persons in this general category 
include the following two groups which were combined for the 
purpose of this report: 

a. Persons not in the labor force other than those keeping 
house, unable to work, or in institutions. This group includes 
students, the retired, those too old to work, the voluntarily 
idle1 and seasonal workers for whom the census week fell in 
an 'off" season and who were not reported as unemployed. 

b. Persons for whom information on employment status 
was not reported. Although the number of persons classified 
as "not reported" was not tabulated separately for this re
port, it is estimated on the basis of preliminary data that the 
number in this group is approximately 1.2 million for the 
United States as a whole, or about 1 percent of tho total 
United States population 14 years old and over. Analysis 
of the characteristics (sex, age, color, marital status, school 
enrollment, and urban-rural residence) of persons in this 
group suggests that approximately half a million might have 
been added to the labor force had the necessary information 
been obtained. There may be considerable variation from 
State to State, however, in the proportion of persons classified 
as "not reported" and, within thi8 group, in the number who 
might have been labor force members. Persons included in 
the "Other and not reported" category are further classified 
by age in this volume in order to indicate t.110 approximate 
number in this group who were probably students and the 
number who were probably retired or too old to work. It is 
estimated that, for the United States as a whole, approximately 
90 percent of the persons in this category who were 14 to 19 
years old were enrolled in school. 

Basis for Classification 

'l'he employment status classification is based primarily on a 
series of interrelated "sorter" questions designed to identify, in 
this sequence: (a) Persons who worked at all during the census 
week; (b) those who did not work but were looking for work; and 
(c) those who neither worked nor looked for work but had a job 
or business from which they were temporarily absent. 'rho four 
questions used for this purpose are described below: 

1. "vVhat was this per.~on doing most of last week-working, 
keeping house, or something else?" This question was designed to 
classify persons according to their major activity and to identify 
the large number of full-time workers. Persons unable to work 
at all because of physical or mental disabilities were also identified 
here. 

2. "Did this person do any work at all last week, not counting 
work around the housef" This question was asked of all persons 
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except those reported in the previous question as working or tm
able to work. It was designed toddcntify persons working part 
time or intermittently in addition to their major activity. 

3. "Was this person looking for work?" Asked of persons 
replying in the previous question that they did not work at all, 
this quest.ion served to obtain a rount of the unemployed. 

4. "liJven though he didn't work last week, doe.~ he have a job or 
busines8?" Per1mns temporarily absent from their job or busincsR 
were identified by means of this question, which was asked of 
perRons neither working nor looking for work. 

Problems In Classification 

Classification of the population by employment status is always 
subject to error. Some of the concepts are difficult to apply; but, 
more important for certain groups, the complete information 
needed is not always obtained. For example, housewives, stu
dents, and Retniretired persons, who are in the labor force on only 
a part-time or intermittent basis, may fail to report that they are 
employed or looking for work unless carefully questfoned. In 
many cases, enumerators may assume that such persons coulcl 
not he in the labor force and will omit the necessary qucstiom1. 
As a result, the statistics will understate t.Iie size of the labor force 
and overstate the number of persons not in the labor force. See 
also paragraph below on "Current Population Survey." 

Comparability 

Statistics on gainful workers.-The data on the lnllor forco for 
1940 aud 1050 are not exactly comparable with the st;at.istics for 
gainful workers presented in this report. for lll20 and 1930 because 
of ditforcmccs in dofinitfon. "Gainful workers" were persons 
reported ai; having a gainfnl occupation, Urnt. is, an occupation 
in which tho~· earned money or a money equivalent, m· in which 
they assiRtcd in the production of marketable goods, regardless 
of whet.her they wore working or seeking work at tho timo of the 
census. A person was not considered to have had a gainful 
occupation if his work actJvii;y was of limited extent. In contrast, 
the labor force is defined on the basis of activity ct uring the comma 
week only and includes all persons who were employed, unem
ployed, or in the armed forces in that wook. Cc1·t,ain clas~os of 
persons, such as retired workers, some inmates of institutions, 
recently incapacitated workers, and seasonal workers neither 
working nor seeking work at. t;he tirno of the census, wore frequently 
included among gainful workers; but, in general, such persons arc 
not inclucled in tho labor force. On the other hand, 1;he censnR 
inclndcd in the labor force for HMO and 1050 personii seeking work 
without. previous work experience, that is, new workers. At tho 
ti mo oft.he 1920 and 1930 Censuses such new workers wore proba,hly, 
for tho moRt part, not. reported as gainful workers. 

In 1020, the census dat.e was January 1, whereas in 1930, 19·10 
and 1950 it was April 1. For this additional reason, the number of 
gainful workers reported for 1920, especially in agricultural areas, 
may not be altogether comparable with tho st.atisticR for later 
years. 

1.940 Census.-During the period 1940 to 1950, various changes 
were developed in the qucRt.ionnaires and in interviowing toch
niquos, designed to obtain a more nearly complete count of tho 
labor force.2 Although the changes in questionnaire design wore 
incorpora.ted into the 1950 Census schedule and interviewing 
techniques wore stressed in training, the quality of tho 1950 
stat.ist.ics does not appear to have been mnoh improved relative to 
that for 1940 by these measures. 

The 1940 data for employed persons in this volume vary in 
some oases from the figures originally published in the 1940 report.s. 
The appropriate 1940 figures for the employed shown in the present 
report have been adjusted to exclude tho estimated number of 
men in the armed forces at that time. This was done to achieve 
comparability with the 1950 employed total which is limited to 
civilians. 

2 Sec U.S. Burcnu ofthe Census, Omrent l'opulaUon Revorls, "Lnbor l•'orco, l<~mploy
mont, and Unemployment In tho Pnited Stut<'S, 1040 to 1946," SrrloH P-50, No. 2, 
September 104i. 

Statistics for persons on public emergency work in 1940 wero 
originally published separately; but in this report they have been 
combined with those for persons seeking work ln the figures on 
unemployed for 1940. 

Current Population Survey,-'l'ho estimated size of tho civilian 
labor force in the United States hasod on the Current Population 
Survey is about 5 percent above the corresponding figure from 
the 1950 Censu:;i. An investigation of the reason for the dis
crepancy is being conductod. Examination of the census returns 
for a sample of households that were also included in the Current 
Population Survey for April 1950 indicates that although differ
ences of all kinds were found, on balance, tho Current Population 
Survey enumerators, who are much more experienced than were 
the temporary census enumerators, reported more completely tho 
employment or unemployment of teen-agers and of women 25 years 
old and over. This difference iR reOectecl in higher labor force par
ticipation rates and unemployment rates for those groups and a 
more acctn·ate roporting of persons employed in industries, such 
as agriculture, trade, and personal services, whore part-time or 
occasional work is widely provalont. These aro the groups for 
whom variability in response is rolatively great iu labor force sur
voyi,i, On tho other hand, tho differences were at. a minimum for 
men and yonng women----t,he major components of the "full-time" 
labor force. 

It. nui.y be ostlmnted on tho busis of this analysis tltnt perhaps 
3 porcent of tho total population 1,1 years old and ovor in April 
lll50 wcro actually in tho lahor forco but wore classified outside 
the labor force in th<1 oensnA returns. This porcentngo will vnry 
from State to State and hctwecm one population group and 
unothor. Ii'or example, mlsolassification was smnowlU1t greater 
for nonwhite than for white persons. 

Other data.-Bel1aUHO tho HJ50 CenRus employment duta were 
obtalnod by household interviow, they diITor from statistics based 
on reports from individual business cstublishmen ts, farm on ter
prisos, and certnin government programs. Tho data based on 
household interviews provido information about tho work status 
of tho whole population, without duplication. Persons employed 
at moro than one job are countod only onco as omployod and are 
classified aocording to the job at which they worked the greatest 
number of homs during the oonsus week. In statistics based on 
reports from business and farm ost;ablishmonts, on the other hand, 
persons who work for more than ono establishment may be countocl 
more than once. Moreover, other data, unlike those prcsonted 
here, p;oncrally oxclncle pri vato household workers, unpaid family 
workors, and solf-mnployocl persons, and may include workers kHs 
than 1·1 years of age. An additional dHTercnce nrifies from the 
fact that pcmmns with a job but not at work are included with the 
employed in tho statistics shown hore, whoroas only part of thii; 
group is likely to ho incluclod in mnployment figures based on 
establishment payroll reports. l 1'urU1ormore, the household re
ports include persons on the basis of their place of rcsidenc(i 
rop;ardlcss of whore thoy work, whereas establishment reportR 
rolate porsons to their plaee of work regardless of whcro they live; 
tho two typo!! of data may not be comparable for areas where n 
significant number of workers commute to or from other areas. 

Por a number of reasons, tho unemployment figures of the 
Bureau of the Census are not directly comparable with the pub
lished figures for unomploymcn t componsation claims or claims 
for veterans' readjustment allowances. Certain persons such as 
private household and government workers are generally not 
eligible for unemployment compensation. Further, the place 
whore claims are :filed may not necessarily be the same as the 
place of residoncc of tho unemployed worker. In addition, tho 
qualifications for drawing unemployment compensation differ 
from the definition of unemployment used by the Census Bureau. 
For example, persons working only a few hours during the week 
and persons with a job but not at work are sometimes eligible for 
unemployment compensation but are classified by the Census 
Bureau as employed. 
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HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

The data on hours worked were derived from answers to t.llC 
question "How many hours did he work last week?" asked of 
persons who reported they had worked during t.lie week pJ'ior to 
their enumllration. The statistics refer to the number of homs 
actually worked during the census week and not necessarily to 
the number 11snally worked or the scheduled number of hours. 
l~or persons working at mm·e· than one joh, the figures relate to the 
combined number of hours worked at all jobs during the week. 
The data on houra worked presented in Chapter C provide a broad 
classification of young emp1oyetl persons into full-time and part
time workers. The proportion of persons who worked only a 
small number of hours is probably understated because such 
persons were omitted from the labor force count more frequently 
than were full-time workers. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Definitions 

The statistics on weeks worked are based on replies to the 
question, "La.st year, in how many weeks did this person do any 
work at all, not counting work around the house?" This question 
was asked of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 years old and over. 
The data pertain to the number of different weeks during l!J,19 in 
whic11 a person did any work for pay or profit (including paid 
vacatfous and sick leave) or worked without pay on a family farm 
or in a family business. Weeks of active service in the armed 
forces are a\i;o included. It is probable that the number of persons 
who worked in l!M!l is understated, because there is some tendency 
for respondents to forget intermittent or short periods of 
omp\oymtmt. 

Comparability 

In 11!50, no distinction was made between a pa.rt-time and a full
time workweek, whereas in HHO the enumerator was instructed 
to convert pl'lrt-t.i.me work to equivalent full-time weeks. A full
timo week was defined as the number of hours locally regarded as 
full t!me for the given occupation and industry. Further differ
ences a.re that, in tho H\4.0 reports, the data were shown for wage 
and salary workers only and were published in terms of months 
rather than weeks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In the 1!)50 Census of Population, information on occupation, 
industry, and class of worker was collected for persons in the 
t\xpericnced civilian labor force. All three items related to one 
specific job held by the person. For an employed person, the 
information referred to the job he held during the census week. 
If he was employed at two or more jobs, the job at which he 
worked the greatest number of hours during the census week was 
roportcd. }lor an experienced unemployed person, tho informa
tfon referred to tho last job he had held. 

The classification Ayst.cms used for the occupation and industry 
data in the 1950 Census of Population are described below. These 
systems worn developed in consultation with many individuals, 
private organizationH, and government agencies, and, in particular, 
the Joint Committee on Oucupational Classification (sponsored by 
the American Statistical Association and the United States Bureau 
of the Budget). 

Occupation 

'l'l1e occupation information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of work was he doing?" 

Classiftoation system.-The occupational classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population is organized into 12 
mo.jar groups, which form the basis for the occupation data in 
Chapter B of this volume. The system consists of 469 items, 
270 of which are specific occupation categories; the remainder are 
subgroupings (mainly on the ba,c;is of industry) of 13 of the occu-

pation categories. For the detailed occupation tables in Chapter C, 
certain of the categories were combined, and the detailed occupa
tion list used here consists of 446 items (table~ 73 and 74). The 
composition of eacl1 of the detailed categories is shown in t11e 
publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, 
Classified Index of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

In the presentation of occupation data for cities of 50,000 to 
100,000 in Chapter 0, as well as in the cross-classifications of 
occupation by urban-rural residence, age, race, class of worker, 
and income, intermediate occupat.ional classifications of 158 items 
for males and 67 items for females have been used (tables 75 to 
78). These intermediate classifications represent selections and 
combinations of the items in the detailed system. A listing of 
the relationships between the two levels of classification can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Wash
ington 25, D. C. This listing will also .appear in the United States 
summary part of Volume II. 

In the separation of "Managers, officials, and proprietors 
(n.e.c.)" by class of worker into salaried and self-employed com
ponents, the small number of unpaid family workers in this oc
cupation is included in the self-employed component. Since the 
data presented in the occupation tab~es refer only to civilians, 
the category "Members of the armed forces" shown in table 73 
is limited to experienced unemployed persons whose last job was 
as a member of the armed forces. 

Relation to DOT classification.-The occupational classification 
of t1ie Population CenAus is generally comparable with the system 
used in the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (DOT) .3 The two 
systems, however, are designed to meet different needs .and to be 
used under different circumstances. The DOT system is designed 
primarily for employment service needs, such as placement and 
counseling,. and is ordinarily used to classify very detailed occu
pational information obtained in an interview with the worker 
himself. The census system, on the other hand, is designed for 
statistical purposes and is ordinarily used in the classification of 
limited occupational descriptions obtained in an interview with 
a member of the worker's family. As a result, the DOT system 
is much more detailed than the census system; and it also calls 
for many types of distinctions which cannot be made from census 
information. 

Industry 

The industry information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of business or industry was 
he working in?" 

Classification system.-The industrial classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population consists of 148 
categories, organized into 13 major groups. For the detailed 
industry tables in Chapter C of this volume, a few of the categories 
were combined, and the detailed industry list used here consists 
of 146 categories (tables 79 and 80). The composition of each 
of the detailed categories is shown in the publication, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, 1950 Cens1ts of Population, Classified I ndcx 
of Occupations and lndnstries, Washington, D. C., 1950. 

Although certain of the industry data in Chapter B are limited 
to the 13 major groups, most of the industry data in Chapter B 
are based on a condensed classification of 41 groups. Further
more, in Chapter C, an intermediate classification of 77 categorieR 
has been used in the presentation of industry data for cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, as well as in the cross-classifications of industry 
by age, race, class of worker, major occupation group, weeks 
worked, and income (tables 81 to 86). Both the 41-item and 
77-item classifications represent selections and combinations of 
the categories in the detailed system. The relationships among 
these three levels of classification are shown in list A. 

1 See U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Secnrlty, Dictionary of 
Occupational Titles, Second Edition, Vols. I and II, Washln~ton, D, C., 1940. 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 

Wlgurcs In pnronthescs In third column are ooc!o doslgnntlons In tho Stnnc!nrd Inc!ustrlnl C1lnsaltlootlon; soo text for cx11Jnnatlon] 

=-···--··-=-~''""--""·-·""--=======-·=-=--"7-"=-=··-""·-==··==--===================--=--=-=-=-=-=-=·-====-=-=-=-=- --~-

Conclcrrnccl clns.,!ficntlon-411tcms Intormodlnto clnsslllcatlon-771toms Detailed clnsalncntlon-H8 ltoms 
---- -- ----------·----· ----!·---------------------------
Agriculture ...................................... AgrJonlture ............................................... AgrJeulturo (01, 07oxc. 0718). 

Forestry nnd llshorlos ..... l!'orestrynnd llslwrles.. ................................... m:~:~r& ~iw>'. 

II-lining ............. .. {
Coal mining .............................................. Coal mining (11, 12). 
Crudo petroleum nn<l ntlturnl gns extraction ............... Crudo petroleum nud natural goo oxtmctlon (13). 

............ {M I I I \1) 
Mining a111l qunrrylng, exoopt fuel....................... No~~1 i:l111ll1~~ n~ng an<l qirnrrylng, exoopt fuel (14). 

Construction ............... ____ .•••••..••.•••••• Ocmstructlon ............... ··········-·---····· .•.•.•••••• Oonatruotlon (15-17). 

Logging (241), 

{§~~~~Ha;"P!iitiiitli ·mi1iS';i1TiCf ii1iii worli:::::::: :: ::::: :: : : : : 
l-'urnlturo, nnc\ llllnher nml woml J)rmh1cts... •••. Mlsoollaneoua wood products._ ................ ········---

Snwmllls, pinning mills, and mlll work (242, 243). 
Mlscoll11nem1s wood products (244, 24\l), 
Furniture nnc! fix.t11res (25). F11rnlturo and fixtures ................................... . 

{
Primary Iron nm\ steel lndustrlos {Dllll!t !urm:v;~ois, steel works, nncl ro\llng 111!11s (381), 

I> I nry Htnl I 1dustrles '········ .... ·· · .. ·· ·· ·· · ·· Other primary Iron 1\1111 stool Industries (332, 330 I), 
rm 11 1 

·• • ··., · .. • • • • ............ l'rlmnry nonferrous Industries................................ Prlmnry nonferrous lndustrlcs (333-336, 33921, :JaiX)I), 

F11brlc11tod nwtnl Industries (Incl. not s11ec1Docl 3481, 34QHl40~). 

\

1rnbrlonterl stool products (10 exo. l!l4, 341-348, 344 oxo. 3444, 346', 

metal)....... .. . . ....... ,. .. . . . .. .. .. .. . . ... . . . . Fnbrlcnted metal Industries (Incl. not apootnml motnl)..... 11i~~r,tcd nonferrous motnl produots (3444, 34031, 317, 3480'. MOO, 34971 

Not spoolllod motnl Industries.a 

Mnchlncry, <1xoo11t olcctrlct1l......... ... .• .• ....... Mnchlnory, oxcopt ~loctrlcnl. .. · · .. ·· · ···- ··· · .. • ..... · · ·.. omoo nncl store mnohlnes 111111 dovlces (367). {
Agrlcultuml mnchluer;v nnd tmotors (362). 

Mlscollnnoous maohlnory (361, 353-856, 3ll8, 360), 

P:lcctrlool mMhlncry, cqul1>11Hmt, and su\)pllcs... 'ElMtrlcnl mncblnory, eq11111ment, nnd supplies ........ .. Electrlool mnohlnery, oqulpment, nnd suppllos (36). 

Motor vohlclos and motor vehicle equipment (371). 

AlrornCt nud rnrts (372). 

Motor l'chlclcs 111Hl motor vehicle oquhl.mcnt.... Motor vehicles nml motor vohlclc cqnlpnrnnt ........... .. 

Tr11nsport11t1on Ntnfpmcnt, cxc. motor vehicle .•• {~1\W~f{/j~~~r~~~cilngniici"riii)iiirii1R".".::::::::::::::::::::: 
HnUrond an<l mlsoollm1cous tmnsportntlon equipment .... . 

Shi\' 1111<1 !Jon· buUdlng 11nd rormlrlng (373). 
Rn! rond nnd mlscollnneous trnnsportntlon equipment (374, 375, 379). 

Oth~r dun1bll• Roods. 

1

mnss nnd l!llll!!I producl• ...................... _____ ...... . 

Stono nm\ Cll\Y 11rom1cts.. . .. .. • .. .. . . .. .. • • ................. . 

All othonlurnblt1Roods .............................. .. 

Glnss nnd glnss products (321-323). 
Cement, and co1101'<lto, gyJlsum, nnd plnstor products (324, 327). 
Struoturul olny 1iroducts (325). 
Pottery an<l rointo<l prodt1cts (326). 
Mlsoollllnoous nonmotnllla mlncrul nnd stone prorluots (328, 329), 
ProfoS11l01rnl equipment nml SlllJ!lllos (194, 381-385). 
Photogro11hlo oqttlpment 1111d supplies (3B6), 
Wl\tohos, olooks, nncl olookwork·oporutod devices (387). 
Mlscellnnootts mnnurncturlng lnllnatrles (39), 

nnkery \lrodncts. ......... .... . . ....... ...... .. .. •. . . ...... Dnkory products (205). 
~'ood nm! klndrnd pro1luct.ll .. !

Moot pro1\ucts .................................. _. •• .. • ••• Mcllt pro<lncts (201). 

· Canning 1111d preserving fruits, vogotllblos. 1111d son roods (208). 

!
Dnlry products (202). 

Ornln·mlll prodnota (0713 204.). 
Other roe<\ lmlustrlt's....... .. . . . • . .. ... . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. . Confectionery and tolntod products (207). 

nevomgc Industries (208). 
Mlscollnnoous food propnrntlons nud kind rod products (206, 209). 
Not specUlod toot\ lndustr\1111.1 

To~Ulo mill 11rml11clll ..... {

Knitting mills ............................................. Knitting mills (Zl5). 
Ynrn, throne!, and fabric mllls............................ Yarn, throndJ nud fnbrlo mills (221-224), 

.. .. -.. · · · · -...... • • · {DynhlR Bnd nnlslllng t11xt111111, oxocpt knit goocls (226). 
Othor toxtllo mill products................................ Onrpets, rugs, nncl other lloor coverings (227), 

Mlscellnnoous textile mill ptoduots (228, 22il). 

I b l " tll d t {Apparel and 110CC11Sorlos (Zl oxc. 239). Appnrol nnd other !nbrlontod textile 11rod11cts ••.• Appnrel 11nd Gthcr n r eiitou tox o pro uo 8····-······ •• Mlacellnnoous f11brlcBtod textile products (239), 

l'rlntlng, 11ubll8lllnR, 11nd allied ln<lustrlos...... l'rlnt!nl!, publishing, nnd nilled Industries................. Printing, publlsbt1111, nnd 1111100 Industries (27). 

Chemlcnls nn<I nlllcrl products .................... . 

Other nondurable goods .......................... . 

!
Synthotlc fibers (28U). 
Drugs nnd medlolnos (283), 

Cbomlonls and allied products.. ........................... Palnts
1
vnmlshos, nnd rolatod products (285). 

Mlsool nneous ohomlonls nnd nllletl products (281, 282 axe. 282~. Z84, 
286-289). 

Tobacco rno.nulncturc., .• - ... · · · • • -· · · · · • · · .. -- · • • • • • • • · · -• - !~~~;~~~~~~J~1!i~r~~~rd mllla (2lll). 
Po.per nnd allied products................................. Pnpcrbonr<I contnlnors nnd boxes (267). 

Mlsoollnnoous paper nnd pulp products (264-266, 2119). 
Potrolcum roflnlng (:Mil). 

l'otroleum and con! products······················· -· • · • • · Mlscellnncous petroleum a11rl con! pro<lucls (29 oxo. !!ill). 
R11bbor products.......................................... Rubber products (30), 
Footwenr, except rubber.................................. Footwoar1 except rubber (318i 314). 

··' · r {Leather: tnnned, curried, ann finished (311). 1.-0athor and loather prvuucts, oxcopt ootwonr ............ · Lenthor products, except footwear (312, 315-317, 311J), 

Not siioclllo<l mnnufaoturhll! Industries •••...•••• Not spoolllcd m11n11Cncturl11g Industries .................... Not SJMidfled manu!actnrlug Industries.• 

Rnllronds and rn!lwny expreas sorvlco •.•••.•.•••. Hnllror1ds n11d rn!lwny express service..................... Rnllronds nnd railway express service (40). 

{
Trucking servlco (421, 428). Trucking service and wnrehollBlng •••.•••. -···--· Trucking service nnd warehousing ••••••••.••..•.•.••..•.. Wnrobouslug and storage (422-42fi, 429). 

\

Streat rntlwo.ys nnd bus Jines.............................. Street railways nm! bus lines (41, 43 exo. 433), 
Water transportation ..•..•..••••••.••.•••...••.••.••..••... Water tnmsportntlon (44). 

Other transportat.lon ............................. Air tr1111sp11rtl1tlon ..•.•• _.................................. ~~x1~~~~~~~~lcrnci4~J. 
All otlior transportation ................................... {Petrolsum and gaso~tne pipe lines (46), 

Sorvlcos Incidental to transportation (47), 

{
Telephone (wire and radio) (481). 

Toleoommunlcntlons .............................. Telocomniunloatlons ........................... _ .......... Telegmph (wire nnd radio) (48 oxe. 481). 

See f1H1tnot'e11 nt <>nil of tnbll'. 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION-Con. 

Condensed classlflcatlon-41 llcms lntermcdlate classlficatlon-77 ltellls Detailed clnssltlcatlon-148 Items 

l ill I 

j
Eloctrlo light nnd powor 1 (491). 

{

Elcctr c und gos ut t es---·-----------------------·------- Electric-gas utilltle.s • (403). 
-·-- __ Gus 11nd stoam supply systems (492, 400). 

\v · 1 It . i d h ill I W11tor supply (401\. atet supp y, san ary so1v cos, nn ot. er ut t cs ........ Sanitary services (49.5). 

Vtllltlos and snnltnry services .... -·--. - .... 

Other and not speclfietl ut\\\t\es i (4\17). 

Motor vehicles nnd equipment (501, 5111). 
Drugs, chemicals, and allied products (502, 5112). 
Dry goods and uppnrel (li03, 5113, 5132). 
Food and related products (504, 50.5, 5114, 5133 5134, 514). 
Electrlcnl goods, lmrdwnro, nnd plumbing equ\pnrnnt (500, 507, M 10). 

Wholesalo trac\c .... - · - ··---- · ·--· ----· - ··- · · ·· - · · Whoksnlc tn1ilc .. - --- ------ --- ----------- -- · ...... · --- - · ---- Mnehlnory, equipment, nnd supplies {li08, 5118, litaO). 
Petroleum products (512\. 

Food & dairy products stores, and milk rntalllng •• 

Eating nnd ddnking plnces •• -----··-· ··----- ···-

Other retail tmde .. _ •• _ .... _ ·----- •..••... _ .. __ --

Farm products-raw materials (fi09~, 5135). 
Miscellaneous wholesale trade (5001-5005, 5007-5000 •, 5115, 5117, 5119, 

5137-s1ao 'l. 
Not speclfted wholesnle trnde.• 

Foo<\ and dairy products stores and milk rotnillng ........ {Food stores, except dairy products (li4 oxo. 545), 
' Dairy products stores nnd milk retni11ng (545), 

Eating aucl drinking plnces .. ----··------- --- -------------- Eating and drlnklnii places (5S). 

Genoml merclmndlse nud five and ten cent stores ..... _ ..•• {General merchandise stores (53 exo. 533). 
~'Ive and ten cont stores (533). 

Apparel and accessories stores .• -------- _______ .. ---· ______ tA
81

ppartel and( a
0
c
6
c)essorl<1s stores, except shoe stores (56 oxc. 500). 

100 s oros 5 • 
Furniture homo furnishings and equipment stONS. _ .• _. _ Furniture and house!urnlshlup:s stores (511). 

' ' Housoholcl appliance and rndlo stores (572). 
Motor vehicles and nocessorles retnUlng. ----------·---·-·- Motor vehicles and accessories retailing (51i exc. 554). 
Gasoline service stations.------······---------·----- .. ·--- Onsollno service stations (554). 
Drug stores ... -----------------·-·--------··-···----. - ---- Drug stores (591). 
Hat·dwnre fnrm lmplcmont & hulldlnp: mntorlnl reta!llng _ Hardware and rnrm Implement stores (525). 

' ' r,umoor and building mi\terlal retailing (52 oxe. 52~). 
IAquor stores (592). 
Retail florists (5!XJ2). 

All other rctnn trnde. ·-·---------·--· -·--------- -· --· ----- ~:Of1~ftJ\~0:0~~~rlng c598). 
Mlscollanoous rota.II storos (503-506, 500 oxo. 5902). 
Not specified retntl trade.• 

Fimmec, lnsumnoo, and rent estate................. 67). 
{

Banking and other fin.111100. --- ---·---·-----·---- -- .. - --··- Security and commodity brokerage, nnd Investment comp11nles (62, 

j
Dnnklng and credit agencies (0-0, 61). 

rnsumnro (63 64). 
Insnrnnooancl renl estate .... ---··-------·----------·---·-·· H!lnl estate o lo5). 

Heal cstnte-insumnce-law offices • (66). 

us ncss sorv ocs •.••••• ---------·--·-·--·-------- Business services ..•.. ···-·--·--··---·-----·-···--···---. --- Accounting, DUdltlng, and hookkooplng services (737). 
B I 1 {Advertising (731). 

Mlscclla.neous business servloos (7?.2-7i6, 739). 

Repair services.-----------------------------·--- {Automobile rcpnlr services and 1iurngos ________________ ---- Automobile repair services and garages (75). 
Miscellaneous repair servlct1s. -.. -· --- _ ---------- --· .• - .• .. Miscellaneous repair services (70). 

Private househol<ls. -····----------·-···--------- Private heusehol<ls ... ···------ ---·--------·-------··-. ____ Private households (88). 

IIotels 11ncl lodging places.-------------·······--- Hotels nncl lodging plnccs ... ___ ----------------- ....•. ·- _ _ Hotels and lodging plneos (70). 

Oth 1 1 {Lnunclm·Jng, cleaning, ancl dyeing services ...•••....•.••.•. Lnunderlng, cleaning, and dyeing services (721, 722, 7Z7'). 
erpcrsonn serv ces-----------------··-··---- {Dressmaking shops (72717), 

All other personal services ____ - - ----- - ·---- ---· - - -- ·-- - - . .• Shoo repair shops (725). 

Entertainment and rocrcntion services._ ...• _ .... 

Mlsccllnneous personal services (723, 724, 720, 720). 

Entortninmont and r1•crc11tion services .... - -- --- - -•..• - ... - fi~~1f~~ :ir0~~~~3'bfil?i~~J~n~8PJ~i2~arlors (793). !
Hndlo broadcasting and television (77). 

Miscellaneous entortnlnmont and rooreatlot1 sotvlcos (791, 7\l-l-7\l~, 
790). 

Medical nnd other health services •..• ____________ Modica! and other health services ....... ---·--------------· {
1
M
1 

odlc
1 
al

1
nn(d ~)ther health services, except hospitals (80 exc. 806). 

osp ta s so., . 
Educntronnl services, government-------'·-·····. Educnt!onol sorvlcrs, government----·-------·---···------ Educational services, govcrnment}<s2 84) 
Educ11t!onal services, private .. ------------·------ Eduoutlonal services, prlvate------······-·------·····----- Educational serv!Ms, private • · 

Othor proresslonnl nnd minted services........... Nonprofit mcmbnrshlp organizations (801-865, 800). 
{

Wolfnre, religious, nnd membership orgimltatlons. ___ . _ ... !Welfare nnd religious services (806, 807). 

Legal services (81), 
Legal, cnglneerlnp:, and misc. professional services .....••.. Engineering nnd urchltectural services (801). 

Miscellaneous professional and related services (80 cxc. 891). 

Public administration.---------------------··-·· Federal public admlnJstrnUon ••....... _.__________________ Federal ~ubllc adminlstrotlon (OO ') 
{
Postal service ... -.. - . ---- -- --·- ------- -------·- --- -------- Postal service } 

Statu and local public administration ______________________ {State
1
publllc addmlni.stmtt

1
on · 

Loca pu le 11. mln1strat on 

Industry not reported.---------·-·-----·-··-··___ Industry not reported •... _________ . __ ----------··--------- Industry not reported (99). 

NOTE: Sen Executive Office or the Prosidont, Bureau of tho Budget, Standard lnd1istrlal Classification Manual, Vol. I, Manufactltri?•o Industries, Part I (November 1045 
edition); and Vol. II, Nonmmmfacv,ring l?idv,strles (May lll4\l edition), Washington, D. C. 

1 Components of SID catogorlos 3302 and 3300 arc allocated between "Other primary Iron and steel Industries" and "Primory nonferrous Industries" on n ferrous-nonferrous basts. 
'D<>mponents or SID categories 3463 nncl 3489 are u.llocnted bctween "Fabrlonted steel products" and "Fabricated nonferrous metal products" on a ferrous-nonferrous basis. 
3 In tho Population Census Rystem, "not specified" categories wore set up within certain groups to take care of sohc<lule returns which were not sufficiently precise for allocation 

to a specltlo category within the group. 
1 'Elcctrlc Jlght and power" and "Electric-p;as utllltles" are combined Into a single category In the Volumo II tables on detailed Industry. 
'Components of SIC Clltcgorlcs 5009 ancl 5130 are allocated by tyJlO of mercbundise to the appropriate Populu.tlon Census wholesale trade category, wherever possible. 
'"Roal estate" and "Heal esto.to-insurunce-lllw offices" are comb ned into a single category In the Volume II tables on detailed Industry. · 7 Drfssmnking shops are shown separately from the rest of SIC category 7271, which Is lnoludod In "Lounderlng, cleaning, and dyeing services." 
8 Seo text for oxplrmatlon of basic dllforonco between SIC ancl Population Census In clllllsit'lcatlon of r;overnment workers. 
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Relation to Standard Industrial Classification.--List A shows 
for each Population Censm1 category the code designation of the 
1>imilar catep;ory or categories in the Standard Indust;rial Classi
fication (SIC). 'l'his relationship is presented here for general 
information purposes only and does not imply complete compara
bilit.y. The 8IC, which was developed under the sponsorship of 
the llnited States Bureau of tho Budget, is designed for tlie classi
fication of indmitry roportH from establishments. Those reports 
are, hy their nat.ure and <lrgree of detail, considerably different 
from industry reports obt.nined from housel1old enumerations such 
as the Population CensuH. As a result, many distinctions called fo1· 
in the SIC cannot he observed in the Population Census. l<'urthcr
more, the McrlH which the Population Census data are designed to 
mec~t frnquent.Jy diff<~r from the needs which the establishment 
data meet. Perhaps t.110 most basic difference betwem1 the two 
systems iH in the aUocat.ion of government workers. The SIC 
cl11.Ssifies all governmcmt ageueics in a single major group, whereas 
the Population CensuH inrluHtrial classification system allocates 
them amoug the various groups acuording to type of activity, as 
explained in the uuxt paragraph. 

Definition of "Public administration, "-The major group 
"Public administration" includes only those aetiviticl:l which arc 
uniqu()Jy governmental functions, such as legislative and jl1dici11.l 
act.ivitieR and moat of the activities in the executive agencies. 
Government agencies engaged in educational and medical 1mrviccs 
and in act.ivitieH commonly carried on also by private enterpriscH, 
such as 1ransportat.iou and man ufact.uring, are classified in the 
appropriate inihrntrial category. For example, persons omployoci 
by a hospital are classified in the "hospitals" category, regardless 
of whether they arc paid from private or publio fonds. The 
total numhm· of gnvcrnment workers appears here ill the data on 
class of worker; of part,icular significance in this connection is the 
cross-clasRifkat.ion of inch1Ht.ry hy class of work<lr (table 83). 

Relation to certain oooupation groups.-In the Population 
CtmsuA claMsification syHtCmJH, t.Jw indust.ry category "Agrioulturo" 
iA HOmcwlmt more inclusive than the total of 1'11e two major occu
pation groups, "Fn.rmerR n.ud farm mami.gors" and "Ii'arm laborers 
aud foremen." The induHtry category includes, in addition to all 
porsons in thm~e t.wo major occupation groups, (a) other p<lrsons 
omployt1d on farmA, such aR truck clrlvcrs, mechanics, and book
keepers, aucl (/1) persons engaged in agricultural activities other 
t,han st.rietly farm operation, such aA crop dusting or spraying, 
cotton ginning, ancl lanc!Rcapo gardening. Similarly, t.ho inclust.ry 
category 11I>rivate l1ouse1wlds" is somowl111.t more inclusive than 
tho major occnpa.tion group "Private household workers." In 
addition to the housekeepers, laundresses, and misoellaneom:i t.ypes 
of domcst.ic workers covorod by tho major occupation group, tho 
inclustry cat,cgory includes persons in occupations such as chauf
feur and secretary, if they work for private households, 

Class of Worker 

Tho claHs-of-worker information, as noted above, refers to the 
same job aH does t;lw occupation and industry information. The 
allocation of a person to a particular class-of-worker category is 
basically independent, however, of the occupation or industry 
in which Im worked. .'I'he classification by class of worker consists 
of four categories which are defined as follows: 

1. Private wage and salar11 worker8.-Pcrsons who worked for 
ayrivat.e cm1ployc~r for wages, 1-1alary, commission, tipR, pay-in
kmd, or at, piece rat.cs. 

2. <lovernmcnt workcrs.-Pcrsoni; who worked for any govern
mental unit (F<lderal, State, or local), rcgar<iless of t:lrn activity 
whicl1 the particular agency carried on. · 

3. Self-ernplo11ecl woi·kers.-PerRons who worked for profit or 
foes in their own business, profession, or trade, or who operated u 
farm either M an owner or t.cnant. Included here are the owner
operatorR of large stores and manufacturing establishments as 
well as small merchants, independent craftsmen and professional 
men, farmers, peddlers, and other persons who conducted enter
prises of their own. Persons paid to manage businesses or farms 
owned by other persons or by corporations, on the other hand, are 

classified as private wage and salary workerB (or, in some few cases, 
as government workers). 

4. Unpaidfarnil11 workers.-Porsons who worked wit.bout pay 
on a farm or in a busint!AS operated by a mcmbPr of the household 
~o whom t.h:-y arc i;-clated by blood or marriag<i. The gmat major-
1t.y of unpaid family workers are farm laborers. · 

The relatively small number of persons for whom class of 
worker was not reported has been included among private wage 
and salary workers unless there was evidonoe on tlrn census schedule 
that they should have been classified in one of the other class-of
worker categories. 

Quality of Data 

The omission from the labor force of an apprceiablo number of 
workers (mainly youths, women, and part-time workers), aR ex
plained. in the section on "gmployment. status," ha.~ probably re
sulted m some und<lrRtatement In many of the occupl\tion, inthli\· 
try, and clasA-of-workcr figttrmi. Another factor to ll<l eonslderod 
in the interpretation of these data is that onumerators somet.imt?A 
returned oc'cupation and inclustry designations which wore not 
Fmfficinntly specific for precise allocal;ion. One cause nrny have 
boon the enumerator's carolossnei<s or his lack of knowledge of how 
to deRcriho a particular job on the censmi schedule. Another 
possibln cause was lo.ck of adcqu11.t(1 knowlc.dp;c l\hout tho wor\rnr'H 
job on t.lw part of t.hn ho11sewlfo or ot.hcr person from whom t;!w 
~m11mcrator ohtatncd \;hu information. Indefinite occnpation and 
111drn1try ro\;urns can frnquontlv lw Msigned, however, to the appro
prin.t.e eategory through tile mm of supplemcmto.ry information. 
For mmmplo, in t;lrn co.sc of occupation, the industry rctmrn on t.he 
census S<'hedulo la often of great. assistance. In the caHe of in
definite industry t'C1l;11rn11, h(~lpful informat1on can frequently hll 
obtained from outside sources rcigarding the types of industrial 
activity in l;ho givcm area. The has1c cloc11mont used in thn allocm
Uon of Urn HChedulo returns of oceupaUon and ind11sf;ry to tho 
appropriat.o categories of Uw cla~Rification systems is tho publica
t10~, U.S. Bureau of tho Census, 1950 Census of Popu/a.tion, Alpha
l1cl1ral lnd~x o.f OrmtpationR and lndustri<?n, Washington, n. c .. 
1950. 

It can ho oxpoctod that the application of dotailecl occt1pi\tional 
and industrial ol1~sslfications to approximately 00 million workerR 
will be subjcot; to Aomc Mror. Although tho 11umhcr of misclasRi
fications probably does not 11!1.ve nny soriom1 effect on the 1rnoful
rwAs of most of thr. data, there arc a fow oases where rc~lativolv 
small numbers of erroneous returns may produce what might b

0

0 

r~1gu.rd!'.d l\S a serious misstatement of the facts. These ca~es 
relate mainly to the n11mbers of women and childr<ln shown in 
occupations which arc umumal for such parsons, aml t.o the 
government workers shown in industries that. arc ordinarily not 
carried on by government agencios. Somo of the more ol;vlous 
misclassifications havo been n.djust.ed, but it was not possible to 
perform a complete review of t'.lrn clatn. for small discropancios. 

Comparability 

1940 Census da.ta.-Tho changes in schedule design and inter
viewing techniques for the labor forco questions, as explained in tlrn 
section on "Employment status," do not affect comparability 
hotweeu Hl40 and 1950 for most of lhe occupation, industry, and 
claBs-of-workc\r catogorics. Thorn is evidence, however, that, for 
the categories which include relatively large proportions of female 
unpaicl family worlrnrs ("Farm laborers, unpaid family workers," 
"Ap;riculturc," and "Unpaid family workers"), tho 1940 data al'e 
sometimes 11nderstatocl by an appreciable amonn t relative to J 950. 

J<'or exp<lricncecl unemployed persons the 1950 occupation data 
arc not comparable with the data shown in the 1940 Third Series 
bulletinR. The occupation data for public emergency workers 
(one of the two component groups of tho unompl"oyecl in 1940) 
refer to "current job," whereas the "last job" of the nnemplovod 
was reported in 1950. · 

The occupationul and industrial classification systems used in 1940 
are basically t.hc same as those Qf 191$0. There are a number of 
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differences, however, in the title and content for certain items, 
and in tlrn degree of detail shown for the various major groups. A 
complete analysis of classification differences between 1940 and 
1950 is in preparation. The 1940 classification system for class of 
worker is comparable with the 1950 classification system. 

The 1940 occupation and industry data shown in this volume 
include adjustments which take account of the differences betw!:'en 
the 1940 and 1950 classification systems. These adjustments were 
based mainly on eRtimates clevelopecl from figures for the country 
as a whole, rather than from a detailed evaluation of the various 
classification differences in each State. 

In addition, satisfactory numerical information was not always 
available on the effect of some classification changes, even on a na
tional level. Furthermore, there wero certain differences between the 
1940 and 1950 coding and editing procedures which could not be 
measured statistically. Caution should be exercised, therefore, in 
interpreting small numerical changes. Caution should also be 
exercised with regard to large relative increases in the numbers of 
women engaged in occupations which arc unusual for women. 
Although it is certainly true that women nave expanded the range 
of their occupational activities during the last decade, the figures 
shown here may, in some cases, tend to overstate this expansion 
bcicauso more intensive checking of questionable returns of this 
type was performed in 1940 than in 1950; this is particularly true 
of the railroad occupations. 

The 1\l40 data on occupation, industry, and class of worker 
shown in this volume have been revised to eliminate members of 
the armed forces, in order to achieve comparability with the 1950 
figures for the employed which are limited to civilians, In the 
occupation tables of the 1940 reports, the armed forces were 
mainly included in the major group "Protective service workers." 
In the industry tables, the armed forces were all included in the 
major group "Government." In the class-of-worker tables, the 
armed forces were all included in the category "Government 
workers" (or in the total "Wage or salary workers"). 

The Hl40 major occupation group figure;1 presented in Chapter 
C of this volume may differ in some cases from the corresponding 
figures presented in Chapter B. The revised figures shown in 
Chapter C were developed by a more detailed analysis of the 
l!l40-1950 classification differences than were the figures in 
Chapter B. 

1930 a.nd earlier census da.ta.-Prior to 1940, the census data 
on the economically active population referred to "gainful workers" 
rather than to "labor force." The differences between these two 
concepts are described in the section on "Employment status." 
The effects of this variation in approach on the various occupation 
and industry categories are virtually impossible to measure. For 
most categories, the number of gainful workers is probably 
equivalent to the number of persons in the experienced civilian 
labor force. For certain categories, particularly those with rela
tively large numbers of seasonal workers, the gainful worker 
figures are probably somewhat greater than the labor force figures. 

The occupational and industrial classification systems used in 
the 1930 Census and earlier censuses were markedly different from 
the 1950 systems. ·The relationship between the present and 
earlier systems is being analyzed, and the result.s of the study will 
be made available by the Census Bureau. For information on 
occupation and industry data from 1930 and earlier censuses, see 
the publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census 
Report:s, Population, Comparative Occupation Statistics for the 
United States, 1870 to 1940, Washington, D. C., 1943. 

Other da.ta..-Comparability between the statistics presented in 
this volume and statistics from other sources is frequently affected 
by the use of different classification systems, as well as by many of 
the factors described in the paragraphs on comparability with 
Current Population Survey data and other data in the section on 
"Employment status.'' 

INCOME 

Definitions 

Components of income.-Income, as defined in the 1950 Census, 
is the sum of money received from wages or salaries, net income 
(or loss) from self-employment, and income other than earnings. 
The figures in this report represent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income t,axes, social security, bond 
purchases, union dues, etc. 

Ueccipts from the following sources were not included as income: 
money rnccived from the sale of propert.y, unless the recipient was 
engaged in the business of selling such property; the value of 
income "in kind," such as food produced and consumed in the 
home or free living quarters; withdrawals of bank deposits; money 
borrowed; tax refunds; gifts and lump-sum inheritances or insurance 
payments. 

Information was requested of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 
years of age and over on the following income categories: (a) The 
amount of money wages or salary received in 1949; (b) the amount 
of net money income received from self-employment in 1949; and 
(c) the amount of other money income received in 1949. If the 
person was the head of a family, these three questions were 
repeated for the other family members as a group in order to 
obtain the income of the whole family. 'l'he composition of 
families is as found at the time of interview, although tho time 
period covered by the income statistics is the calendar year 1949. 
Specific definitions of these three categories are as follows: 

1. Wages or aalary.-This is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee. It includes wagcH 
salary, armed forces pay, commissions, tips, piece-rate payments: 
and cash bonuses earned. 

2. Self-employment income.-This is defined as net money 
income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) from a business 
farm, or professional enterprise in which the person was engaged 
on his own account or as an unincorporated employer. Gross 
receipts include the value of all goods sold and services rendered. 
Expenses include the costs of goods purchased, rent, heat, light, 
power, depreciation charges, wages and salaries paid, business 
taxes, etc. 

3. Income other than earninga.-This includes money income 
received from sources other than wages or salary and self-employ
ment, such as net income (or loss) from rents or receipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, dividends, and periodic 
income from estates and trust funds; pensions; veterans' payments, 
armed forces allotments for dependents, and other governmental 
payments or assistance; and other income such as contributions 
for support from persons who are not members of the household, 
alimony, and periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities. 

Statistics on the income of families and unrelated individuals 
are presented in Chapter B. Unrelated individuals are shown by 
the amount of their own income; for family groups, however, the 
combined incomes of all members of each family are treated as a 
single amount. In Chapter C, data are presented for all persons 
14 years of age and over, tabulated by the amount of their own 
income. 

Quality of the Income Data 

The figures in this census, as in all field surveys of income, are 
subject to errors of response and nonreporting. In most cases 
the schedule entries for income are based not on records but on 
memory, usually that of the housewife. The memory factor in 
data derived from field surveys of income probably produces 
underestimates, because the tendency is to forget minor or irregular 
sources of income. Other errors of reporting are due to misunder
standing of the income questions or to misrepresentation. 

A possible source of understatement in the figures on family 
income was the assumption in the editing process that there was 
no other income in the family when only the head's income was 
reported. It is estimated that this assumption was made for 
about 5 percent of the families. This procedure was adopted in 
order to ma.kc maximum use of the informp,tiQn obtained. In the 
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large majority of the fully reported cases, the head's income con
stituted all or most of the total family income. 

The income tables in Chapter B include in the lowest income 
group (under $500) those families and unrelated individuals who 
were classified as having no 1049 income, as defined iu the census. 
For the country aH n whole, about 6 percent of the families and 
unrelated individual:; were reported as having no income. Manv 
of these wore living on income "in kind," savings, or gifts, or wer.e 
newly created families or families in which the solo breadwinner 
had roccnUy died or left the household. A relatively large pro
port.lon, however, probably had some money income which was 
not, recorded in the census. 

Although the 1 ll50 Census income data are 1mbjcct to these 
limitations, they appear to be of about the same quality as those 
obtained from the Current Population Survey, which hai:l provided 
a consiHtcmt series of national estimates of the dhitribution of 
consunwr income each year since Hl44. 

Comparability 

1940 Census data.,.···-In 1940 all porsons 14 years of age and 
over were aHked to rnport (<1) t.hti amount, of money wages or 
Halary receh•od in 193!1 and (b) whether income amounting to $50 
or more was received in Hl39 from sources other than money 
wagus or H1tltirh1R, Compamblo wnge or salary income diHtribut:ions 
for 11).10 and 11150 arc preRented in table n:1 of this reporl.. All 
of the ot.hnr 1050 CenRus income data shown in this report rclat.o 
to total money income and are more inclusive th11n are the statiRtfos 
from U11' l \HO Cern11rn. 

Income tax data..·-'"For several rcasonR, t.ll(l income data shown 
in thiR report arc not directly c.ompamble with those which may 
bo obtained from statist.ical summaries of income ta.x rot.urns. 
Income as defined for tax purposos differs sornowhat from the 
Bureau of tho Consus concept. Moreover, the coverage of income 
tax stat.ist:kH iH less inchIAive becatrne of the exomptions of pernons 
having Rmall lllnounts of inconw. Furt.JumnoN, some of the 

income tax returns are filed as separate returns and others as 
joint returns; and, consequently, the income reporting unit is not 
consist.ently either a family or a person. 

Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance wage record de.ta.
The wage or salary dat.a shown in this report are not directly 
comparable with thmm which may be obtained from the wag

0

e 
rocords of the Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance for 
111weral reaimns. The coverage of tho wage record data for HM9 
is less incltrnive than t.lrn l!l50 Census data because of the exclusion 
of the wages or 1:1alaries of sueh groups as domest.ic servants, farm 
laborers, gOV(lrmncntal employees, and employees of nonprofit 
institutions. Furthermore, no wages or salaries received from 
any one employer in cxoc1:1s of $3.000 in 1949 are covered by the 
wage record dal:a. Finally, as the Bureau of the Census data are 
obtained by homichold int:orviews, they will differ from the Old 
Age and RurvivorR Insurance w11ge record data which arc based 
upon employerR' reports. 

Office of Busineas Economics State income payments series.
The Office of BuAiness gconomics of the Department of Commerce 
publislrns dat;a on the aggregate income received by the population 
in each State. If tho aggregate income were estimated from the 
Income distributiorni shown in this report•, it would be smaller 
t.hnn that; shown in the State income payments series for several 
renAonH. 'l'he Bureau of the Census data are obtained by house
hold interview, whereas the State income payments series is 
estimated largely on the baRis of data derived from business and 
govermnental sotu·ceii. Moreover, tho definitions of income aro 
different. The Stat.e•im1omc pl\ymcm.ts sories includes sorno items 
not included in the income data showu in this report, suoh aR 
income in kind, tho value of the fmrvices of banks and other 
financial intermediaries rendered to porAons without t.ho assessment 
of Hpecific charges, and t.he income of persons who died or emigrated 
prior to April 1, 1950. On the other hand, the Bureau of the 
Census income data include contributions for support received 
from perHons not residing in the same living quarters. 

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE DAT A 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Some of tho data in tho tahlm:i which follow are inclicaterl by 
asterisks or by lrnaclnotes as bl~ing based on information asked of 
a reprcsentat.ive 20-percont sample oft.he population. A separate 
line was provided on t.110 population Rchedules for each person erl\1-
mcratcd, with every fiW1 line dcRip;nated aH a sa.mplo line. Within 
each lmttmnration district., the schc<lulns were divided approxi
mately equally among five versio1rn. On each version the 1mmplo 
constitutml a different set of lines so that each lino on the schedule 
was in tlHl Hample on one of the fl ve versions. 'rJ1e persons 
enumerated 011 thmw Hample lines wore asked all of the pertinent 
sample quostionH.1 

Although th<l procodures used did not automatically insure an 
exact 20-pcrcent sample of JHWsons in each locality, they wore 
unbiaHed and for large areas the deviation from 20 percent was 
expectod to lw. quite 1mu.1.ll. Small biases, however, arose when the 
enumerator failed to follow his sampling instructions e.xaetly. 
These biases worn usually in the direction of a slight under
representatfon of adult males, particularly heads of households, 
with the rmmlt, that tho Hample of all persons was very slightly 
under 20 percent. In tho United States as a whole, the proportion 
of the total population enumerated in Urn sample was 19.95 
percent, the proportion of household heads 19.73 percent, and the 
proportion of all other perRons 20.04 percent.. The proportion of 
the total population in the sample, by regions, was 19.94 percent 

'In 10 countlos or Michigan mul Ohio, tho samplo consisted b113lcnlly or ovory firth 
housohold nnd tho perthrnnt snmplo <[uostlons were directed to nil porsons In tho house
hold. A household snmplo of this typo waa used ns nn ox11orlmcnt to determine tho 
Censlblllty or such snmpl~• In future census~s or popuhll·lon. 

in the NortheaRt, lll.03 in the North Central, 19.97 in the South, 
and 19.!lO in the West•. Among Stat;es, the proportions in the 
Hample ranged from HJ.86 percent to 20.00 percent.I 

BHliimates of the number or persons with specified characteristics 
based on sample data have in all cases been obtained by multi· 
plying the number of persons in tho sample with these charac
teristics by five. Estimat;es of percentages have been obtained in 
each case by using the Hample values for both the numerator and 
denominator. 

SAMPLING VARIABILITY 

The figures based on the 20-percent sample are subject to 
sampling variability which can be estimated from the standard 
errors shown in tables A and B. These tables do not reflect the 
eITeots of the biases mentioned above. The standard error is a 
measure of sampling variability. The chances are about Z o\\t 
of 3 that the difference due to sampling variability between an 
estimate and the figure that would have been obtained from a 
complete count of the population is less than the standard error. 
The amount by which the standard error must be multiplied to 
obtain other odds deemed more appropriate can be found in most 
statistical textbooks. For example. the chances are about 19 out 
of 20 that the difference is les1> tha.11 twice the stan<lard error, 11.nd 
09 out of 100 that it is less than 2}~ times the standard error. 

llfostration: Let, us assume that for a particular cit,y with a 
population of 100,000 table 62 shows that there were an estimated 

a In tho experimontnl nreas of Mlchfgnn and Ohio, blnses duo to tho underenumor
ntion ot household bends dicl not exist, nlthongb some other sm111l problems 11roso, 
hocnuso some onumcrntors made errors tn tho selection or the snmplo In instltutlons. 
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900 persons 10 years of age who were enrolled in school (90 percent 
of the 1,000 in this age group). Table A shows that the standard 
error for an estimate of 900 in areas with 100,000 inhabitants is 
about 70. Consequently, the chances are about 2 out of 3 that 
the figure which would have been obtained from a complete count 
of the number of persons 10 years of age who are enrolled in school 
in this city differs by less than 70 from the sample estimate. It 
also follows that there is only about 1 chance in 100 that a com
plete census result would differ by as much as 175, that is, by 
about 2% times the number given in the table. Table B shows 
that the standard error of the 90 percent on a base of 1,000 is 2 
percent. For most estimates, linear interpolation will provide 
reasonably accurate results. 6 

'fhe standard errors shown in Tables A and B are not directly 
appli(\able to differences between two sample estimates. These 
tables are to be applied differently in the three following types of 
differences: 

1. The difference may be one between a sample figure and one 
based on a complete count, o. g., ,arising from comparisons be
tween 1950 data and those for 1940 or earlier years. This standard 
error of a difference of this type is identical with the variability 
of the 1950 estimate. 

2. The difference may be one between two samRlo estimates, 
one of which represents a subclass of the other. Thia case will 
usually occur when a residual of a distribution is needed. For 
example, an estimate of the number of persons 7 to 13 years of 
ago not enrolled in school can be obtained by subtracting the esti
mate of the number enrolled as shown in table 18 from the sample 
estimate of the total number in that age group. Tables A and B 
can be used directly for a difference of this type, with the differ
ence considered as a sample estimate. 

3. The standard error of any other tvpe of difference will be 
approximately the square root of the suin of tho squares of the 
standard error of each estimate considered separately. This 
formula will represent the actual standard error quite accurately 
for the difference between estimates of the same characteristic in 
two different areas, or for the difference between separate and 
uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. If, however, there 
is a high positive correlation between the two characteristics, the 
formula will overestimate the true standard error. 

Some of the tables present estimates of medians (e. g., median 
years of school completed, median income) as well as the corre
sponding distributions. The sampling variability of estimates of 
medians depends on the distribution upon which the medians are 
based.7 

o A closer 11pproxlmatlon of 11 st11ndard error In tablo A m11y bo obtalnod by using 

2.l(x).J~-* whore x Is tho size o! the ostlmato 11nd T Is tho total 110pulntlo11 o! thonron; 

In tabla Il, tho npproxlmatton ls 2.l~Pi whore P Is tho poroontngo bolng ostlmntcd 

nnd y tho slzo of tho base. For example, the approximation provided by tho above 
lormuln or the standard error or au estimate or 100,000 (x) In en area with a totul popula· 
tlon or 150,000 ('r) Is 420; linear Interpolation would yield about 21l5. 

1 'l'ho stnnclard error or a modlnn b11Rod on s11mplo dntll m11y bo estlrn11tcd as follows: 
If tho estimated total number reporting tho cbnrnctorlstlc Is N, compute tho number 
N/2-{N. Cumulate tho lrequenoles In the tnhlo until tho class Interval which con· 
talus this number is located. By linear lnterpol11tlon, obtnln tho vah10 bolow which 
N/2-.../N coses lie, In a almllnr mnnnor, obtnln tho v11lue below which N/2+.../N 
cases lie. II Information on tho characteristic bad boon obtained from tho total popula· 
tlon, tbo chances nro about 2 out of 3 thnt tho median would Ho between these two 
values. Tho eh1111cos wlll bo 11bout 19 out of 20 thnt tho median will bo ln the Interval 

N _,-
computed similarly but u~tng·2±2yN and about 99 In 100 thnt It will be in tho In· 

N _1-torval obtained by using 2±2.a 'V N. 

RATIO ESTIMATES 

It is possible to make an improved estimate of an absolute 
number (improved in the sense that the standard error is smaller) 
whenever the class in question forms a part of a larger group for 
which both a sample estimate and a complete count are available. 
This alternative estimate is particularly useful when the charac
teristic being estimated is a subst,antial part of the larger group; 
when the proportion is small, the improvement will be relatively 
minor. The improved estimate (usually referred to as a "ratio 
estimate") may be obtained by multiplying a percentage based 
on sample data by the figure which represents the complete count 
of the base of the percentage. 

The effect of using ratio estimates of this type is, in general, to 
reduce the relative sampling variability from that shown for an 
estimate of a given size in table A to that shown for the corre
sponding percentage in table B. Estimates of these types are 
not being published by the Bureau of the Census because of the 
much higher cost necessary for their preparation than for the 
estimates derived by multiplying the sample result by five. 

T .ABLE A.-ST.AND.ARD ERROR OF EsTIMATnn NuMBBR 

[Rnnge or 2 chances out o! 3] 

========::::=========:o====::::=============-·~ 

I~stlmated 
numbor 

Population of aron t 

1,000 10,000 25,000 100,000 200,000 1,000,000 5,000,000 16,000,000 _______ , ______ -------------
50-·--·········-··- 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
100---····-·······- 20 20 20 20 20 2C 20 
250--···-·········- 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 
liOO--···-·········- 30 50 50 50 r.o 50 00 
1,000 •.•••••••••••. 20 60 60 70 70 70 70 
2,llCXL ---·······-·- 90 100 100 100 100 100 
5,000. ·---········- 110 130 140 140 150 100 
10,000- ·-·········- 60 100 200 200 210 210 
15,000 ··-·········- ~ ............ 170 240 2li0 250 200 
25,000. ---········- ............ 90 290 310 320 330 

50,000 _____________ ·····- --··-·· •••••• 340 420 450 460 
75,000 _____________ •••••• -----·· -····· 310 480 550 500 
100,000 .•••••••••• _ ···--· --····· -····· 180 520 620 600 
250,000 ••••••••••• _ ••·•·• --···-· •••••• -····-·· 200 910 1,010 

~~2==:~~:~1====·: ::::==: ~::~-- \j:::::= :~:::: :=:'~~: ::~~: 

10 
20 
30 
r.o 
70 

100 
160 
210 
2flO 
830 

460 
560 
ll50 

1, 0:10 
1,440 
2,000 
3,010 
3,860 
4,060 
2, 220 

t An nroa ls tho smnllest complot-0 geo!(l'n!lhlc area to which tho estimate under con. 
sldomtlon 11ortalns. Thus the aroa mny he the 8t11tol city, county, standard metro· 
pollt1111 area, urhanlzed arna, or tho urbnn or rural port on of tho Bt11to or county. Tho 
rural-fnrm or rural-uon!arm population of tho State or county, the nonwhite popnl!I· 
tlon, oto., do not represont comploto nrol\8. 

TABLE B.-STANDARD ERROR OF EsTlM.ATBD PBRCBNT.AGB 

Estlmutod 
peroontago 

[Range o! 2 chances out o! 3] 

Boso of porcentago 

000 1,000 2,500 10,000 25,000 100,000 500,000 5,000,000 
----·----!·---------------------
2 or 9$ •. ·-··-·-······ 1.3 0.9 0.11 0,3 0.2 0.1 ···-cff ........ _ ........ 
5 or 95-·-·-·-········ 2. 0 1.4 0.9 O.li 0.3 0.1 .................. 
IO or 90 ••••••••••• - •• 2. 8 2.0 1.2 0.6 o. 4 0.2 0.1 .................... 
25 or 75 ..... ---·-·-·· 4.0 2.8 1.8 o.u 0.6 0.3 0.1 .............. _ .. 
50--·-·········--·-·· 4. 6 3.3 2.1 1.0 0. 7 0.3 0.1 ---------
-·-·------·-.. -.-.--
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STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS AND CONSTITUENT PARTS 

The WaHhiugton, D. C., Standard Metropolitan Arca comprises the District of Columbia; Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties 
in Maryland; Arlington and Fairfax Counties, and Alexandria and Falls Church cities in Virginia. 
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