
Characteristics of the Population 

GENERAL 

The major portion of the information on the population of this 
State, compiled from the Cerrnuses of Population and Housing of 
1950, is presented in this volume. It contaius three c~hapters 
previously published as separate bulletinH. Chapter A recapitu­
lates the statiRtics on the distribution of the total population within 
the State (originally published in the Series P~A bulletin and in 
Volume I); Chapter B presents statiHtics on the general character­
istics of the population of the various political subdiviRim1s of the 
State, such as counties and cities, as well as of standard metropol­
itan areas and urbanized areas (originally published in the Series 
P-B bulletin); and Chapter C pre8ents data on the detailed char­
acteristics of the population of the larger area.A within the State 
(originally published in the Series P-C lmlletin). 

The major part of this volume is devote<! to the presentation of 
information on the characteriRticH of the population. StatiHtics 
on the general characteristics contained in Chapter n include data 
on urban-rural residence, age, sex, race, nativity, citizenship, 
country of birth, school enrollment, years of 8chool completed, 
marital status, residence in l!J.19, employment status, occupation, 
industry, class of worker, and family income. In Chapter C, 
information on most of these characteristics is presented again 
hut in greater detail. The statistics in Chapter C include cross­
classifications of age with race, nativity, citizenship, marital statuH, 
relationship to household head, education, and employment 
status; the occupational and industrial attachments of the labor 
force; and personal income. The general content of the tables in 
Chapter B and 'Chapter C is indicated in the charts on pp. viii 
and ix. 

Additional reports are also planned on such subjectH as mobility 
of the population, characteristics of familie~ and households, 
nativity and parentage, institutional population, characteristics 
of the nonwhite population by race, and characteristics of the labor 
force. These special reports will relate mainly to the Fuited 
States and regions. In some cases, a few tables for States and 
other large areas ·will also be included. 

Statistics on the number of inhabitants as shown in Chapter A 
in this volume are all based on complete counts of the population. 
Similarly, the statistics on the general characteristics of the popu­
lation presented in Chapter B are based on complete counts except 
in the case of those characteristim-1, such as »Choo! enrollment 
and income, that were reported for only 20 percent of the popula­
tion. For Chapter C, only the tabulations relating to occupation 
and industry are based on complete counts; all the other tabula­
tions are confined to the 20-percent sample. Because of sampling 
variability, differences may be expected between figures obtained 
from a complete count and the corresponding figures based on the 
20-percent sample. Furthermore, differences between figures for 
corresponding items in different tables may arise because they 
were prepared from separate tabulations. The resources avail­
able did not permit a full adjustment of small processing differ­
ences, whereas in earlier censuses such adjustments were made. 

In the Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins, the tables were 
numbered in such a way as to provide a continuous series when 
bound together in this volume. Thus, tables 1 to 9 present data 
on the number of inhabitants for this State, tables 10 to 50 present 
the data on general characteristics of the population, and tables 
51 to 94 present the data on detailed characteristics. 

PUBLISHED DATA FOR NONWHITE POPULATION 

In Chapter B, there are a number of tabhis for the 8outh iu which 
additional information on the charact,erii;tics of the nonwhite popu­
lation is presented. These tables-28a, 30a, 32a, 37a, 45a, 48a, 
and 4\la-present i;tafoitics 011 occupation, iudustry, income, am! 
other subjects for the State and areas within the State. Most 
of the foreign-born white population is to be found outHi<le the 
South. Tables 34a and 42a present statistics on couutrv of birth 
of the foreign-born white in the !'forth and WeHt. Tl~eRe basic 
differences between the South and other regioni; are alHo recognized 
in tables 36, 38, 44, and 50 in which the content for Southern 
States is somewhat different from the conteut for the Northern 
and Western States. 

In Chapter C, statistics for the nonwhite population are pre­
sented for all areas with a relatively large nonwhite populatiou, 
regardless of the region in which they are located. Statistics on 
marital status, relationship to head of household, education, 
employment status, and occupation are presented by age for the 
nonwhite population for those States, standard metropolitan 
areas, and cities that had 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants 
in 1950. For Southern States, separate data on nonwhite persoHH 
are also presented for those urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural-farm 
parts of the State having 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants. 
(In most of the Northern and Western StateR, relatively few 
nonwhite per80ns live in rural areas.} 

Selected statistics are also pre:;ented in ChaptPr C for the 
population classified by raee (white, Kegro, and other races) for 
all States and for standard metropolitan areas, aud, in Home cases, 
cities with a total population of 100,000 or more. These data 
iuclude separate distnbutions by age, oecupatiou, iudw;try, and 
income. 

AV AILA BILI TY OF UNPUBLISHED DAT A 

For urban places smaller than 10,000 inhabitants, and for the 
urban and rural parts of counties, only part of the tabulated data 
are published in Chapter B. A complete li8ting of tabulated, but 
unpublished, statiKtics for these areas is contained in the publica­
tion, U. S. Bureau of the Ceusu>l, U. S. Censuses of Population 
and Housing: 1950, Key to Published and Tabulated Data for Small 
Areas, Washington, D. C., Hl51.I 

Some of the detailed stathitics tabulated for large areas in con­
nection with the preparation of Chapter Care not being published; 
for example, separate data for each staudard metropolitan area 
and city of 100,000 or more, and certain statistics for the nonwhite 
population. A complete description of these unpublishe<l data 
can be obtained upon requCE;t. 

The tabulated, but. unpublished, statifitics can be ma.de available 
upon request, for the cost of transcription or consolidation. If 
enumeration district data are desired, copies of maps showiug 
enumeration district boundaries <"an also be furnished, usually 
at nominal cost. Requests for such unpublished material should 
be addressed to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 
25, D. C. 

•Address purchase orders to the Superintentlll!lt or Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Oftlce, Washington U, D. C. Price 30 cents. 
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MINNESOTA 

POPUI.ATION TRENDS 

De ltate, ~liunr,"0111 w11~ 11rg11niY.t".t:l .11.M .w •rnrilury in HH9 
fr•llf>J 1mu1·;1.;u11iii'•d NN•li J>,nsa•rly wi1hl11 tli{• 'fnTlt.,1·it.,; of lo\\'l

1 

titli•I \\'i,.·un;.iu H lndndP<I 1111 an•a IWVI' 1·11111pri~iin~ tile !:'tat!' 
ul Mit1r.-1:>t.11, 1h1• l"iill'tPrll J>Hf1i< 11f 1lw l't.11!1•,.; t1f N"rlli <tllll l'>ontb 
l1111k•>!JI, 11wl a >lltlJ!ll (llirl of ~t·brW'KU. ill lS:OH th11t t»lf'l of tlH' 
'frrrih•rY !~. inll: w\thln tbt• prt•><t·nt houmlurh•:-< of Milllll"'"ta Wl!I'! 

111.tniittf'«I 1 .. th•· I 'nfon aH th1· thirt;·.~'<·m1•l ~tall'. HK population 
uu A11r1l 1, llt::i!t, 111"t·ordin;! I" !lw 81•\'1>11t.-i•uth ('pu,.;11><, W!!H 
:!.,!>>r..!A~t 'l'h~ Rtia I!• t111~ II lll!lll lift'll of MIJ,lHi'.I R![lllHf' milf'l'I. In 
11Jf10 ttit-n• w14 ~ .im llV1•r1<~1· of :11.:i inl1111oita11tH J!E'l' Hqt111r1• rui11• 
a~ •~>Hi!»I ft'<! -.ri1l1 an ;in•rl!\!<' uf :H.1:1 ill 1\14<1. A1m·mg lht' ~tatP1<, 
l'tllmt~·,.,,.,111 nuik<>Jf t•li;:htt'Pllth ill r111p11lltlim1 awl thirti.,enth III 

land 11r1'111. 

Jn lst~I,, H1~· Jir·><t p'llr iu whid1 MlJtllt'"ota wa~ t•llll!lleratc•tl a;;; 
111 i<,Oll<c> in m F1>tlPriil 1·N1,;nl", it lllitd 11 pnpulutlull of 17:!,lr .. ?a I talol{• 
.1 1. In 1:i:w. !HI yi·ar,; JNtt'f, lIB 1••pulttti11u wa~ about li timei; 
;1M !11r;;:•'- Tlw Stat .. :.:n•w r11[1idly bl•twt•f'n 1)-)l;(l anti 1!111(1, rN1d1-
ing lt l'••Jll.ila!i"tl of l.,it1J,:ilH, 11111n" than 111 tlm1·~ aK lltrgt' as iu 
1)'1.tlO. Tlw1·1·11ft1·r. th,. ritt1• "f ::rnwth >'hwk1•11P1L In thP twe11-
til'll1 "''llllH.'" tilt> lar::•·~t 11nli1<"ri..:1l ill<'fNJ.KP at11l ratr of growth 
.. 11111H• in thP 1lt·•·ad~ !HOii to HIW. 'f!w gaiu 11f 1110,lil:{ lwtWt't'!l 
Ul·W 11rnt l!tl"•O l' .. {ltf:•N'llll~! ~ll hu·rntrw •1f 6.8 Jlef!'t'llt OYPl' tiH' 

:!,711'.!.:JIHI f11•rNlllll t'llllllit•l'lttetl Jn HHO. 

trrbau and rural population.--T!JP 1!t~~J nrhan potmlation of 
!\,!ililW>«>lli lllilllhPre.J 1,l:;!f,!114 Jl<'fMilll-, uf ;".4.:i Jll'l'i'l'Ilt Of tJJ!' 
pop11!;;ti"n .,f !lit> Stat .. u11hll' lJ, The ur!tan riopulatlon was 
Hvl11g i11 1lt1" !II 11rt.11n phi<'<'~ ill the ::-rail' arnl in otlwr tPrritory 
h1i'lt1dt-<l ill lhP urbau frin;;:f' uf tlll' .'llinnt•upoli>'·l"t. Paul rrhan­
jz1·d .\r .. a trnil tl:w !lllnnt>~"ta 1.art of tlJP urL1111 fril1;r1• of the 
J)ulllt!J I Mim1. /·-S11pni11r tWi><.1 Urb1rnJ~..,1 Area. 

Tlw rund 1~·1iulati11n .. r .'llinm·x11tn <'11rn11ri8t•1l l,!1:-1i,:l!IH rK•r­
""ui;, "r 4;;,~, p«·t·•·Pnt oJ th~ l'"llulati"n of th+• i'ltaw (taltll~ 1). 
llf Uw nmtl !'"l"1l11 !l11n, 1!17,rn~~ Ilt'f>'MIH, or H.:J pt'r<'!'1it, WPfl' 

th iu;r iu tilt' 1:.:11 i11•·.,r1••r<tt1•fi pla1·P~ mu.I tlu• 1 ullillt·o1]~1rnted 
p]J;i't• "f lJ~~l lo :!.i~MI i1tl111hi1HlltH 111.ihlt• ;!). 

Urban popu!ati.on 11ecord1n11: to new and old dellnitions.-Aet•ord· 
illlll: (fl ftW ll»W Urf.1tJHUflll 1jpfi11ition, the }l![t() urlmn I~lJlUllltiOU 
ut .Mimw""'tit c1111>1i~tl'tl ,,f tht• 1,007.440 pNHOIJH in thP \ll lnetir-
1,,,nir .. 11 pla•"·~ of :!.~~Ml iuh:1hitm1t~ or 1110!'1• arnl tlw 17.40).1 pt>rson;.; 
lh i11;.:: in uthl'I' 1"rrlt1.rs ilid11dpol ill rJw :\1i1Jm•111uilis-:-it. l'aul 
l:rlia11i7.Pd Arni and tliP .Millllf'H.nHI 11art fJf th1• Jlullllh 1.!\lim1. )-· 
l-1UpPri11r 1Wi,..1 l.'rlt11nizi>d Ar.-1i. 8illl'I' t!JP1·1· wt'l'1• iw 11r<•11;.: 
m·han rn11l1·r ~p .. •1·ii1l rult, ln ~li1tllP,, .. t11 u1·1·11r1linµ; to tl1e old 
dl'fitiil 1 .. n. lt11• mforn 11"rmliHiM1 nmler tlH• old di•ttuil lon eon· 
Mt>'ll'd 11f !Ill' illiH1liH11111" uf tht• :11 lrn···ri~ll'ltll'tl plllt"!'>' (If 2,fi(J(l 
1ulntl1itmll~ .. r rn"r". TlH' P"Jml~tiou qf tlw ,.,.,.,llHI 1•ll'lliPHt·­
li.4fJ.';---n·11r1>"•'t11>< th" ;:;11iu iu tbi• ur!ilrn 1~111ulHtioll whi<'11 re· 
,,nft.,,J fr, ,m tlh• d1m1i.:1• i11 d1,ftt1lt ion. ! ;.: .. p se!'tion heli1W on 

"I' l'l•au W>d r1Jn1l n•»iili•Jll'f\" I 

Trenh of tirban and rural poJ>nl11.tion ... --'1'r1·rnl>1 i11 th•• url1ttn 
m1il n1ral l"'i•Hl;Hi"n I'll!! l•1• t>\1l!Hi111•!l 1111!.v 011 thP llllJ.>i>' of tlw 
..td dt>t\t1\!'i1>.1 11n tit\,. hal<i1', 111 .. nrlitrn Dfl!'lllHti11n iwurt~· 

trif1l(~1 twrw ~41 l~HI 111111 Jii;"n>, riNilig frorn ;;l!.1',1111) to l,(J!J7,44!j 

1 tdilP 11 ',..,,., in1·1·1·1~•1t' hl'tW<'l'lt 1!110 um! lll~~I uf :!17,:148 waH 
lllt !ht> rial!• •·f l;"tf\ llf'l"<·N1!. 'f'li« pr11p11rtion uf tlw JH•Jll!llltiun 

of tilt• Htnt<• livilli! in urll1111 tt>rritorr rose from :H.1 to li3.9 per-

1·1•11t ovt•r tltP r>()-yrar verio!l. 
Th•• rur11l poJ1Ulll!i1m of .:\Jim1P:mtll rose from 1,lii:l,W-i in 1000 

to l,:Ji;;,(~17 ill 1(lr.0, tlt•sjlitl' )OHSPS in tWO of the iil'e decades 
(tab!!' 11, 'fhp [us~ of :!7,l(l[j [ll'tWPetl 1\)4() and l!J[i() rept'psented 
a !ll"t~lilll• of 1.ll JWr<'f'Ilt below the 19'Ul rural population of 
1,402,:!0:.l. Thi• 11roportion of the \H11mlation living in rural terri­
turY dPl'linerl t;\eatlily from (ii>.U Ill'l'!'ent ill I!JOO to 46.1 percent 

l 11 lllf'JO. 
counties.--Tht! conntiPH in Milmpi.;otu ranged in size from Cook 

witll a 11opulatiou of :!,HOO to Hennepin with 11 population of 
676"79 (tnble ii). IMween l!l40 and rnrio, 38 of the 87 counties 
in ~lilmesota iuereaseil in popnlatiou, 48 lost population, and 1 
ha<l no eha1111:e it1 1~1pnlation. In the previous <1eeade all but 
four of thl' <'ountil'K lnul had iuereuses. ll'onr-fifths of the in­
«rea8e for tile ~tall' b!'t\\'PPn 11140 and l!lCTO was acconnted for 

hy neuue11in uud RamHey Counties. 
Minor civil divisions.-To the primary political divisions into 

whieh 1·ounties art' tlivided, the Bureau of the Censns applies the 
gerwrul tl'rlll "minor !'ivil divl8ionR." The minor civil diYisions 
in l\fir111esot11 nrP the townshi11s, eitieK, some of the villages, and 
one ho rough ( B(•l!P I'Ja i ne), 'rlw rt'l1111ining villages form snb­
divh;!o1111 of thP minor l'ivil di\'lsionH in which they are located. 

'fubl(• Ii shows ;;tatiHtil"H on tlw pormlation of each county by 
minor 1•i\'il 1livi;;ious for tlw Ia:-;t thn•e censu;;es. The population 
Of t>aeh village that is a suhdi,·ision of a township and the one 
nnirwor1H1rute<l phwe--Vnlley .At•reH-is shown iu italiru under 
the pouulatiou of thP towui;llip in whkll it ts loeate<l. When an 
irworp111"11tc~il 11l11c1~ JieH in two or more eountles or minor civil 
1Jivisions, the population of the several parts is shown in table 6 
in the ar1pro11riate eountles aml minor civil divisions, uncl each 
1111rt iK dPHil!:rnttPll hy "part." Figures on the total population 
11f imd1 pla1·Ps are gb·en ht table 7. The unim~orpuratecl place is 
11P;;i~m1tell by "uniIH»" Chanµ:es lwtween the 1\l40 Census and 
W!iO <'1mi<111< in I he houndn riPs of tile arras IlstetJ are shown in 
1wles to talilt! (l. For ehangPH in boundaries prior to the 1940 
( ;pmmx, Hee 1·eports of the Sixteenth Census ( 1\l40), Population, 
\'oL I, pp, r.:m-rir;o, 1uHl n~portR of eal'lier t•tmsuses. 

Incorporated and unincorporated places.-In 19GO there were 
78:.l ill<'or11orated plnePs ( l'itie>i, viilaµ;eH, and olle borough) in 
MinnP1mta. Tlwn• wl're 2,017 ,720 persons liviug in the incor­
pora tt'!l 11!a1·eH, 410,274 of whom were in the 691 places with 
fewer tlum 2,;;00 i11ltahitants. Va!l(•y Al'l'PH, the one unincor· 
powtPll plm·e of 1,000 Inhabitants or more (lelineatecl hy the 
Bnn•uu of the CP11til1H in l\Iiune>iotu, hacl u popuh1tion of 1,727. 

Urbanized areas.-1'lwrt! waH ont> urhanizl•tl urea entirely within 
:\1im1P~ota llll(l auothl'r nartJ~· within tlw State. The first area, 
tlw Minnpapolis-~t. l'anl t;rhanize!l Area, !lad 08fi,101 inhabit­
antH. ThP :l1i11111·H11ttl IJart of thf' Duluth ( l\Iinn. )-t'urwl'ior 
tWi~.) Urhnniz(•d Area hnd 11 population of 10i,afi4. Of the 
1,0H:!,40.i persons in Mimiesotn llYing in urhanized nreas, 937 ,578 
w1•n• in th1• thrl'l• (•entral dtlt>x-MinnPapolls, St. Paul, and 
llnluth-uncl 1:14,SSi in thP nrhan-fringe area;;. 'rhe urban­
fring(• areaK indrnlt•il it po1ml11tion of 147,140 in 22 in<·orpm·ated 
phH·eK uruJ 7,741 ill tlw unirn•orporatpd varts (tnhll•;; 2 ancl 9). 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

'rhe defhitiu11M of the pertinent concept!! uHed in the 1950 
<. ~•rn111~. are i;;i veu helow. :-\everal of thc~e definitions differ from 
tht>l>1~; u~ed 111 1'1:140. Thr~ change~ were made after oonHn!tation 
with U!!l~l"lB "f ctml!lU$ data i11 order to improve the ;;tatistics, even 
tluiugh H wai;; reN,gnii.ed that cmup11rability would be adver1>ely 
al'1'0et~1. h many Clio!ltl!'l, the new clefinition~ were tel;ted in co11-
neetioll W<th the C11rre11t l'oriulathm Hurvey; aud, where fea~iule, 

measures of the impact of the change on the statistics were de­
veloped. 'rhis survey, covering a sample of 25,000 households 
throughout the country, has been in operation since April 1940 
alJ(l liaa pro1•ided 11ationa1 estimates of the employment .status of 
the population (Current Population Reports, Series P-57, "The 
Monthly Report on the Labor Force"). The distribution of 
employed workers by major occupation group is iucluded each 
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quarter in this series; and statistiCI! on other subjects, eueh a.s 
marital status, school enrollment, migration, and h1come, are 
collected in the Current Population Survey and published annually 
in other series of Current Population Reports. 

USUAL PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

In accordance with Ce1wu1:1 practice dating back to 1790, each 
person enumerated in the 1950 Census was counted as an inhabit­
ant of his usual place of residence or usual place of abode, that 
Is, the place where he lives and sleeps most of the time. Thill 
place is not necessarily t11e same as his legal residence, voting 
residence, or domicile, although, in the vast majority of cases, 
the use of tliese different bases of claRHification would produr.e 
identical results. 

In the application of this rule, per8on1:1 were not always counted 
as residents of the pla.ces in which they happened to he found by 
the census enumerators. Persons in continental United States and 
Ha.wail in places where guests usually pay for quarters (hotels, etc.) 
were enumerated there on the night of April 11, and tho!le whose 
usual place of residence was elsewhere were allocated to their homes. 
Visitors found staying in private home1:1, however, were not 
ordinarily interviewed there. In addition, information on per­
sons away from their usnal place of rreidence wll.8 obtained from 
other members of their families, landladies, etc. If an entire 
family was expected to be away during the whole period of the 
enumera.tion, information on it was obtained from neighbors. 
A matching process was used to eliminate duplicate reports for 
persons who reported for themselves while away and were also 
reported by their families at home. 

Persons in the armed forces quartered on military installations 
were enumerated as residents of the States, countioo, and minor 
civil divisions in which their installations were located. Men1bere 
of their families were enumerated where they actually resided. 
In the 1950 Census, college students living away from home were 
considered residents of the communities in which they were resid­
ing while attending college, whereas in 1940, as in most previous 
censuses, they were generally enumerated at their parental homes. 
This change affects the comparability of the 1950 and 1940 figures 
on education of persons of college age in States and local areas. 
Comparability of the statistics on other subjects may also be 
affected for areas containing large college.~ or universities. 

In 1950 the crews of vessels of the American Merchant Marine 
In harbors of the United States were counted as part of the p;ipu­
lation of the ports in which their vessels were berthed 011 April 1, 
1950. In 1940 such persons were treated as part of the population 
of the port from which the vessel operated. Inm.atell of institu­
tions, who ordinarily lived there for long periods of time, were 
counted as inhabitants of the place in which the institution was 
located; whereas patients in general hospitals, who ordinarily have 
short stays, were counted at, or allocated to, their homes. All 
persons without a usual place Of residence were counted where 
they were enumerated. 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

The degree of completeness of enumeration has always been a 
matter of deep concern to the Bureau of the Census; and, in the 
course of ita history, a number of devices have been developed to 
aid in securing adequate coverage. These devices include the 
special procedures for the enumeration of transients and infants, 
urging notifications from persons who believed that they may not 
have been enumerated, and the early announcement of population 
counts in local areas to make possible the thorough invelltigation 
of complaints as to the accuracy of the count. In the 1950 Census 
earlier. procedures were strengthened and additional procedures 
were introduced. Adequate handling of the problem of under­
enumeration involves not only the development of techniques in 
order to insure satisfactory covera.ge but also methods of measuring 
the completeness of covera,ge. 

Prior to 1950', no method had been devised to give an over-all 
direc:t measure of the completeness of enumerailiin of the total 
population:. For the most part, discuuio:m. in cellllus reports was 
confined to qualitative statements based on various kinds of 
evidence. Some quantitative measures were developed, however. 
For example, the underenumeration of children under 5 had been 
estim&ted for recent censuses by comparisons of census counts 
wit!I survivors of bitthB in the preeedlng five years. Such com~ 
parisons indicate tliat the total tmderstatement in tlie published 
figure for this age group was about 810,000 in the 1950 Census, 
according to a provisional estimate, and abo11t 860,000 in the 
1940 Census; the corresponding percentages were 4.8 and 7.6, 
respective] y. 

In the 1950 Ceruius the population of all ages was re-enumeratbd 
on a. l!llmple basis in a carefully conducted post-enumeration sur­
;·ey, thus permitting a direct check on a ca.se--by-ease basis of the 
actual enumeration. The results of this survey indicate a net 
underenumeration in the census count of t!Ie total popula.tion of 
the United Stat.es of about 2,100,000, or 1.4 percent. 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE 

According to the new definition that was adopted for use in the 
1950 Census, tlie urban population comprises all persona living 
in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities, 
boroughs, and villages, (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more except in New England, New York, and W'iaconsin, where 
"towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties, (c) the 
densely settled urban fringe, including both incorporated and 
unincorporated areas, around cities of 50,000 or more, and (d) unin­
corpora.ted places of 2,500 inhabitants or more out8ide any urban 
fringe. The remaining population is classified as rural. Accord­
ing to the old definition, the urban population WM limited to all 
persons living in incorporated pla.ces of 2,500 inhabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor civil divisions) classified as urban 
under special rules relating to population size and density. 

In both definitions, the most important component of the 
urban territory is the group of incorporated places having 2,500 
inhabitants or more. A definition of urban territory restricted 
to such places would exclude a number of equally large and 
densely settled places, merely because they were not incorporated 
places. Under tbe old definition, an effort was made to avoid 
some of the more obvious omissions by the inclusion of the places 
classified as urban under spccia.l rules. Even with these rules, 
however, many large and closely built-up places were excluded 
from the urban territory. To improve the situation in the 1950 
Cen;;us, the Bureau of the Census set up, in advance of enumera­
tion, boundaries for urban-fringe areas around cities of 50,000 or 
more and for unincorporated places outside urban fringes. All 
the population residing in urban.fringe areas and in unincorpo­
rated places of 2,500 or more is classified as urban according to 
the 1950 definition. (Of course, the incorporated places of 2,500 
or more in these fringes are urban in their own right.) Conse­
quently, the special rules of the old definition are no longer 
necessary. Although the Bureau of the Census has employed 
other definitinns in the course of its history, the statistics on the 
population by urban and rural residence shown for years prior to 
1940 are in substantial accordance with the 1940 definition. All 
1950 statistics on urban-rural residence presented in thia volume 
are in accordance with the new definition unless otherwise specified 
in a given table. 

Basic characteristics for urban and rural areas classified accord­
ing to the old urban-rural definition are presented for the State 
in tables 13 and 15 and for counties in table 50. The 1950 figures 
presented in table 15 on age by color tor persons in the rural-farm 
and rural-nonfarm population under the old urban-rural definition 
are pa.rtly estimated, since the detailed age by color distribution 
was not tabulated for the farm and nonfa:tm parts of the are.as 
that a.re urban under the new definition but were rural under the 
old definition. 
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URBANIZED AREAS 

A~ i11dir11.1Nl 11.how•., nrlf' of the t(1m1mne11ti; of urhim territory 
umlrr d1t> rn·w tlefi11i1 imi ot urha.n-rural rrHide11ce i~ the urhau 
frinl!'" Ar1•1l.>\ of thi~ t,\pe in rombination with the citieK w~1ich 
di~·~ w.armimd haw• llf'f'n ddim•rl in the Hl.50 Ce11R11M W1 urhmnzed 

areu. 
F.1>d1 urbaniit~d ll.f'f!!I. rcmtl!l>itis 11.t leMt om! city with 50,000 

inhiibitaut~ hf more in Hl40 or &:'cording to a l<ftt"cial CNlt'lllS taken 
•iHt'f' IH·40. F~h urha.uir.rd im•a al;;,o indudeii the surrounding 
el•101•·h .wttkd ineorpor1i.u:d 1il11.ee~ 1i.nd mti1worporated armtK that 
1•1mip~i~1 lt.ll urban fringe. The houudarie~ of thelll' fringe area>i 
wPrt• "'"t11.bli•h;ed to conform a.~1 nearly al!! pm;isihle to the actual 
l.ri11wl11.riPm u! 1 hk kly i;f'ttfod t.t>rritory, llMtlll.lly eh11.r11.rt1•rited by a 
f'loiM"•ly i"{'ll.f!Pd •·tr1•i•t pattPrn. T11t• ti;rritory of 11'.1 urhanizcd 
11.rt'll. m11v be du~.ified into inror110r11.t{•1l p11rh and nrnncorporate(l 
pll.rt"~' rf:;N, 11rh11!iizNi 11.rHll m&pi. wltieh follow table {j in Chapter A.) 

An urb11.lli1.1·rl area ali<o may be dividerl into cPntral city or 
c•itif•M 11.JJrl urt.1111 friu,w A>! rldlned t)(•low. 

Central cities.-- Although an urbanized area may <'rmtaiu more 
th11.n m1f• cit v of !iO 000 or more, uot all citieM of thill Hize are 
nP('<»li>\11.rilv c;•nl,rnl 1·i;i1~. Thi• lari~e;;t city of 11.11 area i1; always a 
r••11tral dt.v. In 11.dditi1Jn, thf• l\t'Cfmd and third mc1Rt populous 
dtirn1 in th;, art''a rnay qus.lify llK cr•ntral eitie11 provided they have 
a population nf at le!l.tlt one-third of that of the largcRt city in the 
arN• and .it minimum of 25,000 inhabitants. The names of the 
individaal 11rhaniu'd 11.rNu; indicate the central citiei; of the areas. 
The sol~· cxc•t'ption t.o thiR rule iB found in the New York-North-
1·11.~tt•rn Nf!W Jer!'l'V l'rhanizerl Area, the central citie1>1 of which 
am New York Cit;', Jcr1<cy Cit~·, and Newark. 

Urban fringe.-Tlw urban fringe indude~ that part of the 
urb11.ni11Ni area. which i~ outltlide the central cit~· or cities. The 
following tYP"" of area~ arc Pmliraeed if they are contiguous to 
tht• rnitral dty nr eitieR or if they are contiguous to any area 
alrtcady ind:1de•<1 in the urban fringe: 

I. Iueorporat»d plac~,:; with 2,500 inhabitantH or more in 1940 
nr 11t a Muh>ieqm,nt ~Pf'eial <'(mHu~ conducted prior to 1950. 

2. Incorporat1•d plaee~ with fewer than 2,500 inhabitantll 
enntainin11; an &rllR with & concentration of 100 dv.·el!inp; unit!'! or 
more with 11. rktndt v in thiR cnncentration of 500 unitH or more 
per 11quare rnile. This denllity represent8 appf(Jximately 2,000 
penmn11 pt•r ;;quarn mile and normally ii4 the minimum found 
11.'••oci&tPd with a dosely spac-ed 11trect pattern. 

:1. Unincorporated territory with at least 500 dwelling units 
pt:r ~q11are mite. 

4. Territory devotNI to commercial, indm1trial, tr&nRpOrta­
tinnal, rPrrt•ational, and other purpo~1ls functionally relatod to the 
l'>'ntrnl rity. 

Al;;o iueludNI are outlying noncontiguous areas with the 
M~ttllfrt~d dl'.dling unit dn1!<it~· located within 1)12 mileR of the ma.in 
eorit.i11:1wc~ url,anizPrl part, mf•A1'11red along the Rhort1JSt connecting 
hi11:hway, and otfa;r ontlying areru; 111ithin one-half mile of such 
nmit•ontij.!;llom1 &re!l.l'l which mi;et the minimum rcRidential denRity 
rule. 

TYPES OF PLACES 

Thi• ti.rm "pla<,P"refrrl!! to a concPntration of population regard· 
lt·;w,~ of h·µ;ally prt:lilr,ril>Ni limits, powerl'l, or fun<'tionR. Thus, 
1Mom1• 11.r<>!l.M havin!!; tht: lf'gal I"1wer8 and functions chara.cteriBtic 
of im'orporatt'fl plat·t"4 arc• not r~·cn11:nized M pb.c1•R. 

Inct:1rporated plaee.11.·-··In a majority of instanreR, however, the 
li·gally prt,;\!:rilwd !in it;, of iucurporated placei; RN·ve to defiiw 
<'<>11<'N1trahm1H nf po11ulatfon. Of the 18,548 plac<~R recognized 
in th" 11!!10 ('1•u:i<m•, 17,111'< are irworporatcd M citieR, townR, 
\illa11:•·i<, or lmrnull:h'. In '\ew England, New York, and Wis­
eorndn, bnvn•\Pr, !11'111,1,,, althonii;h thPy may he incorporated, are 
mi11ur fi\"il tliii,iun~ of P111.mti1·u a.ml tJ.rf' not eonAidN·ed as pl&C<'B. 
1-·imilarl~, iu 11,., l'talt!~ iu '1'.hich town~hipa p0Hs1•,;s power11 and 
fm11'tinrn; idNil.icll.l 'llith th1~e of village;;, the township is not 
<' la;;;,.ifi.e<l &i'l a plll<'+'. Althoup;h &r('M of this typt~ are not reciognized 

M places, their denAely Hettled portions may ~e recognized as 
unincorporat«~d places or as a part of an urban frmge. 

Unincorpora.ted places.-In addition to incorporated places, the 
1950 Cernms recognizes 1,430 unincorporated places .. These 
unincorporated phecs, which contain he~vy concen~rat10ns. of 
population, are recognized as places by virtue of their physw~l 
resemblance to incorporated places of similar size. To make this 
recognition poHRible, the Bureau of the Censu~ has ~efined bound­
arie8 for all unincorporated places of 1,000 mhab1tan:ts or. more 
which lie outside the urban fringes of cities of 50,000 mhab1tants 
or more. Because local practice as to incorporation varies con­
Hiderably from one part of the country to another, some States 
have very few if anv such unincorporated places and others have 
a great manv. Although there are also unincor~orated pla~es 
within the urban fringe, it was not feasible to establish boundaries 
for such place~, and, therefore, they are not Reparately identified. 

Urban pla.ces.-In the 1950 Census urban places comprise 
incorporated and unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants. or 
more. B{;causc incorporated places of fewer than 2,500 which 
lie in the urban fringe arc not recognized as urban places and 
because unincorporated places of 2,500 or more are not identified 
in the urban fringe, the total population of urban places is some­
what foss than the total urban population. 

FARM POPULATION-RURAL AND URBAN 

The farm population for 1950, as for 1940 and 1930, includes 
all persons living on farms without regard to occupation. In 
determining farm and nonfarm reRidence in the 1950 Census, 
however, certain special groups were classified otherwise than in 
earlier cemmses. In 1950, persons living on what might have been 
considered farm land were classified as nonfarm if they pai<l cash 
rent for their homeR and yards only. A few persons in institutions, 
summer C!l.lllps, "motels," and tourist camps were classified as 
fa.rm residents in 1940, whereas in 1950 all such persons were 
cl1111sified as nonfarm. For the United States as a whole, there is 
evidence from the Current Population Survey that the farm 
population in 1950 would have been about 9 percent larger had 
the 1940 procedure been used. 

In moRt tables, data hy farm residence are presented for the 
rural-farm population only, since virtually all of the farm popu­
lation is located in rural areas. Only 1.2 percent of the farm 
population liYed in urban areas in 1950. Figures on the urban­
farm population are shown in tables 13, 34, 42, and 50. 

RURAL-NONFARM POPULATION 

The rural-nonfarm population includes all persons living outside 
urban areas who do not live on farms. In 1940 and earlier, 
persons living in the suburbs of cities constituted a large pro­
portion of the rural-nonfarm population. The effect of the new 
urban-rural definition has been to change the classification of a 
considerable number of such persons to urban. The rural­
nonfarm population is, therefore, somewhat more homogeneous 
than under the old definition. It still comprises, however, persons 
living in a variety of types of residences, such as isolated nonfarm 
homes in the open country, villages and hamlets of fewer than 
2,500 inhabitants,, and some of the fringe areas surrounding the 
smaller incorporated places. 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin and Purpose 

It has long been recognized that, for many types of social and 
economic analysis, it is necessary to consider as a unit the entire 
population in and around the city whose activities form an 
integrated social and economic system. Prior to the 1950 Census, 
areas of thi..~ type had been defined in Komewhat different ways by 
variou,; agencie>1. Leading examples were the metropolitan di>'­
tricts of the Cemms of Population, the industrial areas of the 
Census of Manufactures, and the labor market areas of the Bureau 
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ot Employment Security. The usefulness of data published for 
any of these areas was limited by this lack of compara.bility. 

Accordingly, the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with a 
number of other Federal aisencles, under the leadership of the 
Bureau of the Budget, established the "standard metropolitan 
area" so that a wide variety of statistical data might be presented 
on a uniform basis. Since counties instead of minor civil divisions 
are used as the basic eomponent of standard metropolitan area.s 
except in the New England States, it was felt that many more 
kinds of statistics could be compiled for them than for metro­
politan districts. These new areas supersede not only the metro­
politan districts but also the industrial areas and certain other 
simi'IAr areas used by other Federal agencies. 

Definitions 

Except in New England, a standard metropolitan area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties which contains at least 
one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more. In addition to the county, 
or counties, containing such a city, or cities, contiguous counties 
are included in a standard metropolitan area if according to certain 
criteria they a.re essentially metropolitan in character and socially 
and economically integrated with the central city. For a descrip­
tion of the standard metropolitan areas in this State, if any, 
seep. xxx. 

Criteria. of metropolitan ohuaoter.-These criteria relate pri­
marily to the character of the county as a place of work or as a 
home for concentrations of nonagricultural workers and their 
dependents. Specifically, these criteria are: 

1. The county must (a) contain 10,000 nonagricultural 
workers, or (b) contain 10 percent of the nonagricultural workers 
working in the standard metropolitan area, or (c) have at least 
one-half of its population residing in minor civil divisions with a 
population density of 150 or more per square mile and contiguous 
to the central city. 

2. Nonagricultural workers must constitute at least two­
thirds of the total number of employed persons of the county. 

Criteria. of integration.-The criteria. of integration relate 
primarily to the extent of economic and social communication 
between the outlying counties and the central county as indicated 
by such items as the following: 

I. Fifteen percent or more of the workers residing in the 
contiguous county work in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

2. Twenty-five percent or more of the persons working in the 
contiguous county reside in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

3. The number of telephone calls per month to the county 
containing the largest city of the standard metropolitan area. from 
the contiguous county is four or more times the number of sub­
scribers in the contiguous county. 

Area.a in New Bngla.nd.-In New England, the city and town 
are administratively more important than the county, a.nd data 
are compiled locally for such minor civil divisions. Here towns 
and cities were the units used in defining standard rnetropolit&n 
areas, and some of the criteria set forth above could not be applied. 
In their place, a population density criterion of 150 or more persons 
per square mile, or 100 or more persons per square mile where 
strong integration was evident, has been used. 

Central ciUes.-Although there may be several cities of 50,000 
or more in a standard metropolitan area, not all a.re necessarily 
central cities. The largest city in a standard metropolitan area. is 
the principal central city. Any other city of 25,000 or more within 
a standard metropolitan area. having a. population amounting to 
one-third or more of the population of the principal city is also a 
central city. I:Iowever, no more than three cities have been defined 
as central cities of any standard metropolitan area. The name of 
every central city is included in the name of the area, with the 
exception that in the case of the New York-Northeastern New 
Jersey Standard Metropolitan Area, "Jersey City" and "Newark" 

are not part of the name. Data for standard metropolitan areas 
located in two or more States are preaented in the report for the 
State containing the principal central city. 

Dlft'erence Between Standard Metropolitan Areas and 
Metropolitan Districts 

Since the metropolitan district was built up from minor civil 
divisions and since the standard metropolita.n a.res i~ u8ually 
composed of whole oounti6ll, the standard metropolitan area. 
ordinarily includes a larger territory than the corresponding met­
ropolitan district. There are, however, cases in which parts of tlie 
metropolitan district, as defined in 1940, do not fall within any 
standard metropolitan area. It is also true that in a number of 
cases single metropolitan districts of 1940 have been split into two 
standard metropolitan areas. Many metropolitan distrfots would 
have been changed, of course, had they been brought up to date 
for 1950. 

In genera.I then, the two kinds of areas a.re not comparable. 
Since metropolitan districts were defined almost wholly in term~ of 
density and standard metropolitan arp,as include whole counties 
selected on the basis of more complicated criteria., the population 
density of the st&ndard metropolitan areas is considerably lower 
on the average and shows more variation from one a.res to another, 
Differences between the two types of areas are relatively small in 
New England, and would have been even less had the metropolitan 
districts been brought up to date. 

Dilrerence Between Standard Metropolitan Areas 
and Urbanized Areas 

The standard metropolitan area. ca.n be characterized as the 
metropolitan community as distinguished from both the legal city 
and the physical city. Standard metropolitan areas are larger 
than urbanized areas and in most cases contain an entire urbanized 
area. However, in a few .instances, the fact that the boundaries 
of s.tandard metropolitan areas are determined by county lin'¥3, 
and those of urbanized areas by the pattern of urban growth, means 
that there are small segments of urbanized areas which lie outside 
standard metropolitan areas. In general then, urbanized areas 
represent the thickly settled urban core of the standard metro­
politan areas, with the exceptions noted above. Because of 
discontinuities in land settlement, there are also some cases in 
which a single standard metropolitan area contains two urbanized 
areas. The lists of urbanized areas and of standard metropolitan 
areas also differ somewhat because the former had to be estab­
lished for cities of 50,000 or more before 1950, whereas the latter 
were established for cities of 50,000 or more as determined in the 
1950 Census. 

QUALITY OF DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

Data. for the smaller areas represent the work of only a few 
enumerators (often only one or two). The misinterpretation by 
an enumerator of the instructions for a particular item may, 
therefore, have an appreciable effect on the statistics for s. very 
small community-e. g., places of less than 10,000 inhabitants and 
particularly places of less than 2,500 inhabitants-even though it 
would have a negligible effect upon the figures for a large area. 

MEDIANS 

Medians are presented in connection with the data on age, years 
of school completed, and income which appear in this volume. 
The median is the value which divides the distribution into two 
equal parts-one-half of the cases falling below this value and 
one-half of the cases exceeding this value. In the computation of 
medians, cases for which the information was not reported a.re 
omitted. The median income for families and unrelated indi­
viduals is based on the total number reporting, including those 
reporting no income. The median income for persons ls based on 
the distribution of those reporting $1 or more. 
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RACE AND COLOR. 

Definltloua 

The ocm.c>11pt of rat>e u it hMI bl•er1 uood by the Bureau of the 
Cl)il;tll!luil i~ derived from that whleh a oommonly ~ecepted .by. t~e 
g~nil public Mi reflected !ti the e.etion of legL~lat1ve and 1ud1cial 
bodiu of the 0011;mtry. It dOOI! nnt, therefore, rc1flect clear-cut 
d~ltiriitioi:1m of biological 11tock, and 11evel'll.l eategnritll! obviou11ly 
ref@r to na.tioiiruitiu. Altruiugh it U,e,n !!elentiiic 11reci11>ion, it is 
doubtful whether etl'orU! toward a more scientifically acoop.~ble 
dMinlt~on wfmld be app.recia.bly productive, given the oond1tion11 
ullder whioo em.w11 enumerAtkmm are ea.rried out. The informa­
ti<m on r&<il'I ill cJrdinarlly not l:w!ed on a reply to qutll!tion11 Mked 
by thti enumerator but rather ill obtll.imd. by observation. En~­
rn!ITTlton w~re imtruct,ed to a.iik a que11tu:m when they were in 
rlr~11bt. Experience hM 1hown that real!OUAhly adequate identi­
ftea.tkm of the wu1Uer "racial" groups ilil made in areM where they 
Are relatively numerom but that repmiientatives of such groups 
rnay be mi1dul!li:tled in ti.rallJll where they a.re :rare. 

C•lor.-The term "cx:i,lor" reft-'fll to the divwon of population 
into two groups, whitf2. and nonwhite. The group dooigru>ted as 
"nonwhite" 00Mi11ts o.f Negroes, Indians, Japan-, Chinetle, and 
other nonwhite rael!ls. Pefl!O,ll.!!! of Mexican birth or l\Ilte11try who 
were not d~~finitely Indian or of other nonwhite race were el.aSl!ified 
M white in lllf>O and 1940. In the 1930 publication~. Mexicans 
\1>1lre induded in the group "Other raoos," but the Hl30 data 
publi11hed in this report have been revilll',d to include Mexicans in 
the white population. 

liegro.-In additfon to full-blcx1ded Negroefll, this clllli!Sifica.tion 
alw irieludei; per!Ktns o·f mixed white and Negro parenta.ge 1¥1d 
pel'l!lons of rx1ixed Ir1dian and Negro parenta.ge unlelili the Indian 
blood very dt•finitely predomi!lll.tei; or unlel!JI! the individual is 
111.eeepted in the oonm111nity M an Indian. 

Americu lndia.n.-In Addition to full-blooded Indians, persons 
of mixed white and Indlan blcx~ are inclmfod in this eategory if 
they are enrolled on an Indi.An re11ttVation or e.geney roll. Also 
ineludi;d &re ptlrsone of mixed Indian blood if the proportion of 
Indian blood !11 one-fourth or more, or if they are regarded as 
Indians within the community. Indians liYing in Indian Territory 
<Jr on reli!('rvatkmli were not included in the population until 1890. 

Otliler ra.cs111 .. ·--Sep1U"m.te l!ltatil!tie11 a.:re given in this volume for 
Japaneoo and ChinefllC. The category "All other" includes Fili­
pinoo, Km·eans, Asiatic Indian.I!, etc. 

Mixed Parentage 

Pem(}ns of mixed part~ntage are e~ified according to the race 
of the mmwhite parent and mixtures of nonwhite rncms are gen­
f'ra.lly elaglfied according to the race of the father. 

fo rnl'iO, for the firi!t tim£~, All attempt W&li made to identify per­
ll!Olllfil of mh:ed white, Negro, and Indian ancestry Jiving in certain 
commmiltles ir1 the 1,utern liniied Statcll in a Sp!ieial category so 
they might be included in thf~ categorioo "Other races" and "All 
nth~ir·" rather than bf:;ing da11&ified white, Negro, or Judi.an. This 
identific,11.tion w.u aecoxnplieh~;d with varying degrees of success, 
howen;r. TheiM: 11:rou[111 are not i>hown ireparately, but they are 
lndudcd in thl:1 "mmwhite" total. The communities in question 
11.re C•f l(Jng lllta.tuiing and a.re locally re<iognized hy special names, 
~1.1di Ml "8ieiaian" or "Cruatan," "Moor," and "Tunica." In 
prcvim.11! ®Tll!!U!i!M, thel'!l had boon eom;iderable variation in the 
d-ifleatkm of 11uch pe!1!onm by race. 

AGE 

Definitions 

'nie llJ<l!I cllillllllfic1>tion iii LM!ed 011 tht1 age of the pera<m at hill last 
birthday am of the da.te of e.nmnttration, that la, the age of the 

in c1unpleted ye.at11, The enumerator wu instructed to 
H11'1 Ill<\© r>f et.eh pel'llKln All of the date of hil'l visit r&ther tha.n 

~ c1f A1~ril 1, HllSO. 

Assignment of Unknown Ages 

When the age of a person wa.s not reported, it was es~imated on 
the bMis of other available information such as marital status, 
school attendance, employment status, age of. other roemb~rs of the 
family, and type of household. Age was est1rohated byl tt~1s prfotche­
dure in the 1950 Census for 0.19 percent oft e popu a 10n o e 
United Statelll. 'fhis method of assigning unkno~n a.ges on the 
basis of related information was used for the first time in the 1940 
Census when estimates of age were made for 0.10 percent of the 
population of the United States. In previous censuses,. with the 
exception of 1880, persons of unknown age were shown m a 1~epa­
rate category. The summary totals for "14 years ~nd ~ver and 
"21 years and over" for earlier censuses presented m this volume 
include all persons of "unknown age" since there is evidence that 
most of the persons for whom age was not reported were in the age 
classes above these limits. 

Errors In Age Statistics 

A considerable body of evidence exists which indicates that age 
is misreported in several characteristic ways and that certain age 
groups are le!!S completely enumerated than others in ce~suses. 
A comparison of age distributions from the 1950 Census with age 
distributions based on figures from the 1940 Census and brought 
up-to-date from official records of births, deaths, and migration, 
suggests that this generalization is also true for the 1950 Census. 
Thi~ comparison shows that, for the United States as a whole, 
there appears to be an underenumeration of children under 5 of 
approximately 4.8 percent as compared with a.bout 7.6 percent in 
1940. Males between the ages of 18 and 24 also appear to have 
been relatively underenumerated. Likewise, there appears to be a 
deficit of persons in the age range 55 to 64 years, which, however, 
is more than offset by an excess over the number expected in the 
age group 65 years old and over. 

In addition to errors in the statistics for broad-age groups arising 
from underenumeration and the misstatement of age, there is a 
tendency to report age in multiples of 5. This tendency is apparent 
in statistics for single years of age in which the frequencies for 
single years ending in 0 and 5 are frequently greater than those for 
the two adjoining years. This type of misreporting presumably 
occurs in situations in which the respondent, in the absence of 
specific knowledge as to his exact age or the age of the person for 
whom he is reporting, gives an approximate figure. The returns 
also exaggerate the number of centenarians, particularly among 
nonwhite persons. In general, the degree of inaccuracy in reported 
ages is greater for adults than for children. 

NATIVITY 

In this volume, the population is classified according to place 
of birth into two basic groups, native and foreign born. A 
person born in the United States or any of its Territories or pos­
sessions is counted as native. Also included as native is the small 
group of persons who, although born in a foreign country or at 
sea, were American citizens by birth because their parents were 
American citizens. Since the Republic of the Philippines was 
established AS an independent country in 1946, persons living 
in the Unik'li SLates who ha.d been born in the Philippine Islands 
were classified as foreign born in the 1950 Census whereas in earlier 
censuses they ha.d been classified as native. The small number of 
persons for whom place of birth was not reported were assumed 
to be native. 

Because of the declining numerical importance of the foreign­
born population, nativity has not been used so extensively for 
cross-classifications in 1950 as in earlier censuses. Information 
on the na.tivity and parentage of the white population and country 
of origin of the foreign white stock will be published in a special 
report. The distribution of the separate nonwhite races by nativ­
ity and more detailed data on the foreign-born nonwhite popula­
tion will be presented in a later publication. 
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CITIZENSHIP 

The elllllsification of the population by citizenship embraces 
two major categories, citizen and alien. CitizenR are subdivided 
into native and naturalized. It iH wsumed that all natiV<)S are 
eitizeuR of the United States. In addition to the citizen am.I alien 
categories, there is a third group, made up of foreign-horn personR 
for whom no report on citizurn1hip was obtained, designated 
"citizenship not reported." Since it is likely that most of these 
persons are aliens, they arc often included with "alien" in Rmnmary 
figures for total aliens. 

MARITAL STATUS AND MARRIED COUPLES 

Definitions 

Marital status.-In the 1950 CenRus, data on marital status are 
based on replies to the question "Is he now married, widowed, 
divorced, separated, or [has he] never [been] married?" The 
classification ref!JrR to the status at the tirrw of enumeration. 
Persons classified as "married" comprise, therefore, both those 
who have been married only once and those who remarried after 
having been widowed or divorced. Persons reported as separated 
or in common-law marriages are classifierl as married. Those 
reported as never married or with annulled marriages are classified 
as single. Since it is probable that some divorced persons are 
reported as single, married, or widowed, the census returns 
doubcless understate somewhat the actual number of divorced 

,persons who have not remarried. 
In some tables, the category "l\Iarried" is further divided into 

"Married, spouse present" and "Married, spou;;e absent." In 
the office processing, this classification was made for a 20-percent 
sample of the data collected. A person is classified as "married, 
;;pouse present" if the person's husband or wife was reported as a 
member of the household or quasi household i11 which the person 
was enumerated, even though he or she may have been temporarily 
absent on bnsinrss or vacation, visiting, in a hospital, etc., at the 
time of the enumeration. The number of married men with 
wife present who are classified a8 heads of households is the same 
as the number of wives of headR of households Hhown in the tables 
on relationship to head of household, except for differences arising 
from sampling variation or from methods used in processing the 
data. The number shown as not head of hou8ehold is the same 
as the number of married couples without own household, except 
for ditrerenees arising from processing methods used. 

Persons reported as separated are included in the group desig­
nated as "Married, spouse absent." Separated perHons include 
those with legal separations, those living apart with intentions of 
obtaining a divorce, and other married persons permanently or 
temporarily estranged from their spouse because of marital 
discord. The group "Other married, spouse absent" includes 
married persons employed and living for several months at a 
considerable distance from their homes, those whose spouse was 
absent in the armed forces, in-migrants whose spouse remained in 
another area, husbands or wives of inmates of instituticms, and 
all other married persons (except those reported as separated) 
whose place of residence was not the same as that of their spouse. 

Differences between the number of married men and the number 
of married women arise from spouses having their usual residences 
in different arcaH, from difference~ in the completeuusH of enumer­
ation of married men and women, and from response and 
processing errorR. 

Married couple.-A married couple is defined as a husband and 
his wife enumerated 118 members of the Hame household or quasi 
household. As indicated above, this clasHification was made for 
a 20-percent. Rample of the data collected. Married couples are 
classified as "with own hou8ehold" if the husband iR head of the 
household. Other married couples, clas8ified as "without own 
household," may be living in households a«! relatives of the head 

or as lodgem or employee11, or they may be living in quasi houRe­
holds, such a.s large rooming houllf~s or hotels. 

Comparability 

The category "Sepa.rafod" was included in the quClltian on 
marital Rtatus for the fil'!!t time in 1U50. Previou~ly, the question 
included the categories single, married, widowed, and divorced. 
Thi8 change may ham made the number of persons reported as 
divorcL'Cl wmewhat rn1aller in 1950 than it would have been under 
the earlier procedure. 

In 1H50, as in previous censuses, marital status was not reported 
for a small number of persons. For such persons marital status 
was estimated in 1 !l50 and 1 !140 on the basis of age and the presence 
of HpouBC or children. Because of the methods u;ied in 1 !)50, 
however, some peri;oni; who would have been classified aH single 
under the 1940 procedure were classified M "married, spouse 
absent" or "widowed" in 1950. 

To obtain the marital status distribution of the population 14 
years old and over for 18\}0 to 19:m it has been necessary to assume 
that the small number of pernom; under 15 years old clasHificd as 
married, widowed, divorced, or with marital status not reported 
were 14 years old. 

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY 

Definitions 

Household.-A household includ("8 all the persons who occupy 
a house, an apartment or other group of rooms, or a room, that 
constitute~ a dwelling unit. In general, a. group of rooms occu­
pier! as separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has separate 
cookiug equipment or a separate entrance; a single room occupied 
as separate Jiving quart.en; is a dwelling unit if it has i;eparate 
cooking equipment. or if it constitutes tbe only living quartel'!! in 
the structure. A household includes the related family members 
and a!Ho the unrelated persons, if any, fmch aR lodgers, foster 
children, wards, or employeeR who Hhare the dwelling unit. A 
peroon living alone in a dwelling unit or a group of unrelated 
persons sharing the same dwelling unit a.s partnerH i~ also counted 
.as a household. The count of honseholdl'! excludes group8 of 
pernonH living as members of a quasi household (see below). 

The average population per hou~ehold is obtained by <iividing 
the population in households by the number of households. It 
excludeR perRons living in quasi households. 

Quasi household.-A quMi household is a group of personH 
living in quarters not classified as a dwelling unit, for example, in 
a house with at lea~t five lodgt~rs, or in a l10tel, institution, labor 
camp, or military barrack~. 

Family.-A family, as defined iu the 1950 Census, is a group of 
two or more pcrHons related by blood, marriage, or adoption and 
living together; all such per:<onH are regarded as members of one 
family. The number of families was determined from the number 
of persons classified a8 heads of families; this clai;Hification was 
made for a 20-perceut sample of the data collected. A family 
may compri~e persons in either a household or a quasi household. 
If the son of the head of the household and the son's wife are 
members of the household they are treated as part of the head's 
family. A. lodger anrl his wife who are not related to the head 
of the household, or a resident employee and his wife living in, 
are con~idered as a separate farnily, however. Thus, a household 
may contain more than one family. A household head living alone 
or with nonrelatives only is not regarded as a family. Some 
households, therefore, do not contain a family. 

The average population per family iK obtained by dividing the 
population in families by the number of families. In Chapter B, 
the population in families includes, in addition to family members, 
the small number (about 145,000) of unrelated individuals under 
14 years old who had not been tabulated separately at the time 
this report was prepared. 
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Unrel111ted individual.·~ .. l'1m•l11t••d iIH!i\'idmthi are tho1m JH .. lrl!IOTI~ 
u1!!11·r r!1i111 ii1m111H•t' of it1Mtitutimw) "'ho ar« not living with any 
rr1l1ttt1n·-.. Ju !111• oflin• pro''e'1•inv;. thi>' «111.,,,ifii·atinn waH n111.1fo 
for 11. 20..·1wn·1·11t >·lilit!ol•· of tlw 1hit11. 1·olh•1·tHl.. An 11nri'latP1l 
individ111L! rmn '"' 110 ii b1i!l•»li<1ld !wad livillg 11.l11m• ur with non­
rq•"l1t1iv11" t11d~..: i/,1 11. lodii:r•r or rt» .. i•h·nt l'l11p!11p•P with 110 relativl'H 
in th+• bm1'"'l1ul1!, 11r I ri a n11•mh1•r 1Jf 11. qu&'i htmra:lmld wl10 haR 
!HJ r»latiH'' livinM wi1h him.. Tht!M, a wiilow ·who rn•cupil'H hn 
!l•lll'>"' :.foll•' or with m1P or 1111irt" 1wr>-1>H" 11ot n•latPd to lwr, a 
rrn•tn1·r 1101 r;·laH·1! to aw>1m1• 1'1~1· i11 1 hr• dwdliu..11; unit, a rnai1l 
livi111( IL«· a 1111•mli1•r of !1t·r 1•111)'luyt'r',, l1oil•""lwltl but with no 
r<'laf1V<":..; i11 t!H· !1r 1u~d1o!d. a11r! a n·,itln1t ,1aff 1tlf'Illl>!'r in a lio"­
!'itlltl livi1111'. 11.11ar1 frrnn iiny ri·!atiYP~ ar1• 11.ll r•xamp!eH of nnrelateil 
individ1111J· 

Institutional popul atiou. - Tlw it 10lit 11t irmal population ilwlu<leH 
thw'f• jlfTNO!I~ liviflR a~ irmu1JP' in Nud:1 plar1'~ a" hom! .. '1' for delin· 
q1wht "r flq~·nrJ,.11t !'hi!dri,n. ilnnw" awl r< .. f'.lu.10]-; for 1 !JP rrlf'nt.ally 
or pll,\ ~ie11.lly lil!lwlkappNl, J>lll.('f'" prnviiii11µ; ~pP!'ializr•r! IJlf'rlical 
<'1tr1·• lwrn0" for thr ag1•d, pri"<ltl!", and jail~. Rta!f 111Pmlwr~ a11rl 
tli<"i; fan1ili•·•·· 11.rt> ll<•t .. i11tlwl .. 1l in tl1>:' h1~tit1itim1al population. 
foma!I" of i1Hit11tiollK arn not rountP•l 11.1' 1·unrPlat..f•rl indiviclual~," 
larJ1:i·h· l~·1·a11>-1• 'tati,fi~,, on "unrPlatc·•d imlivil!ual~" arP morf! 
uMf'fui to ('t1!1NIHHl..·r1; of data 011 lahor fore!', i1wornP, and hou~iug 
~tati•tir"~ if thPy 11xl'l11dP ~uch inmat""· 

Tht• numlw-r <>f i11111atf'~ of in,titutionH hi ~how11 in tlw table~ in 
('hapl!'r H. J!lmatt·~ 14 y1'11r~ oltl and ovpr arc.• i-how11 in cr1rlain 
tctuplovrr1Pnt "tat11" talilt•K in ('haptf'n< H aml C 11.nd in tahlf' \10 
on inronw in ( 'liaptf•r t' .. 

Family 11ta.tu11.-···Iu tahfo HO, pr'r»on~ 14 year>' olrl and over are 
daR~ifif?d in to t lw catf'gori('s family !wad, wiff', or ot lll'r rela1 i ve 
of familv h1•ad, imrP!atl'fl iwlivid1ml, and inmate of inRtitution. 
Ttii11 ela:~:<ifif'ittirm r!iffn~ from that in table~ 5fl and 5\l which 
pNtain' to rdali11r1"hip to hnu;;~·hold tu-ad (H!:~e bdow). 

Comparability 

Earlier census datlL. ~-Minor ehange$ in the instructions for 
idrntifyJug dwellilll!; unit~ in 1\lr.l) as rnmp1m•d with Hl40 may 
haw• affc.l'!l'd to a ~light 1•xtf•nt tl11; im·rf'!i.>1e in hon~Pholds between 
tl1f' two rlat('r1, For l'X!irtiplc<, in tlw 1\1..J..O C1•11~us, the ol'mpanto 
of a lodµ;iriii;hou~P 111:1•r1' r1•µ;11rdPrl a~ t•on~tit11tiu11: a qaaRi household 
if thP plact: ineludl'd 1l or mom lodger~; in the 1\150 Cen~us tlw 
critl'rion wa;' rPdtH·ed to 5 or mor1' lm!p;1;nc A~ a rpiq11Jt of thh1 
~hange, th<• numlw•r of q1111~i housPhnld~ probably douhh•d in 
m1mv an;a.~. In ll;f'I1f'rli1l, howevPr, the nnrnber nf householdH and 
tlw 1;umt1t•r of orrnpierl dwc·lling unit" in tile H150 Census may be 
r1•!J;ar<ll'd a;< compar!i!.hl1~ with tlw nnmhn of ''families," "private 
hou~:h(Jlrl;.1,'' 1tml ot·r·11pi1»l lhn:lling 1mit~ as Hhown in thP ceni-;us 
report;; for l!no and 1U10. 

In the HlSO CPn;;us, the w1mher of hrm1,pholds and thr munber 
of O('l"Upkrl dw1>1li11g imit~ \H .. 'rt' irkntieal hy rlrfinitimi; ~mall 
diff Pr<'llf'f'S t>l'tv;N•n t hf"'-.. f' 11m11liPr~ .a.ppear in the pllblislwcl reports, 
liow·Pv1•r, h;•can7'!" thl' diita for the l'op11!111i11u a11<l the Housing 
rq1nrt~ wPrP pr1H'f'>'>'!'il iud! .. 'pnideJJtly. 

Thi' trrm "Iamih1" ai< mw•rl iu the 11.150 CP!h'll" is not comparable 
with that w•~\d by tht• Bm1·11n of thn C'1;11,u,.; before lll47. The 
nr.w dl'll'mitiwi !'~e:ludi•" thP larw• rnuHhf'r of hrm.o•dwld !wads with 
no rPlatln;~ i11 th!! hw1·wl1nld who would li11\"1' })f'f'll d11H;.ifo•d as 
farnilil"·>' urn'!Pr thr· 11lrl ddi11i1i1111.. Ou the otl11•r hand, the new 
d1>fmiHmi ind11dt>1' thr• ~mall uumhl'r nf ll:tl..lllJl" of nmtually r!'lat..ecl 
kidir,<"rM or Ptnplr1~·1·1•,; in h1 .. 1u,.,1Jol1h awl of mntually rP!atecl p1..•r1<onf! 
ill qnav·d h1111s"1111Jd .. , ;1.lw w1.11lrl not. have! hP!'ll dtt.Ksifir•cl ll..H familif' .. q 

muif·r thP nlrl clt•!li1i1i1m. Tla• uet (•fft•c·t has i>t)l!H to reduce the 
1mmh<'r uf famili•"'· 

111 t•..rt a\11 Pnp11l11.tim1 awl 1l1Jllc .. i11p: rq111t·h nf thP l!HO Ce11,;u,;, 
t fw an·raJ!:'' 1~ 1pnlaliun pn hon""hold it!!'h1r!l'd 1 he rdativdy ~mall 
uumliN of pn,·H11" liv iup; iu q1111,i h<ntwhflll],;. Huch pf•r.~ou~ 
'l•t1•!'f' M.1·Juilt·rl iu r1alrnh1t i11ll( t ht• avf·ritgll population per lurn~f·· 
tmld $hmn1 in the pN'i'>l.'llt vnhmlf'. 

The covi~rage of the inRtitutional popl_1lation in the 1950 Census 
·. ewhat more inclusive than that 111 the 1940 Census. For 
lo !lO!ll. ' " l d d ' 1950 
example~, putients in tuherculosiR Har~atan.a we~e inc 11 e _m 
but not in l!J40. I~nrthermore, the 1dent1ficat10n of certam other 
tvpP~ of in~titutions, such as nurHing, convalescent: and rest 

l, · "'aH 11rohahlv improved in 1950 by the use of lists of such 
l0111CR 1 " • • 

place~ compiled from welfare agencieH. 
Current Population Survey.-Estimatcs of the number of house­

holdH and of the number of families for the United ~tates as a 
whole are puliliHhed ammally from the Current Populat10n Su~vey. 
Tlie estimates liased on this survey for March l~.50 were higher 
than the figures obtained from the census in April 1950; Thes.e 
differenc·es may he attributed to such factors as samplmg va~1-
ability, metltodR uHed in weighting the oample figures'. ~nd d1f­
kreuce~ betwe!'ll tlw intcrvimV(~rs with respect to trauung and 
cxpl'rience. 

RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Definitions 

Head of household.-One pt~r~on in each household is designated 
aH thr "head." The number of heads, therefore, is equal to the 
rnnnh<'r of h11uspholds, The head is usually the person regarded 
as the hear! hv the members of the household. Married women 
are not claRniflecl as heads if their husbands are living with them 
at thr time of the census. 

Wife.-·Tlw tnt:tl number of females shown under the heading 
"wifo" is ordinarily Romewhat less than the total number of 
married women with husband present, since the category "Wife" 
in the rPlationHhip tables includes only wives of heads of house­
hohlH. A~ indi<•atcrl in the section on "Marital status," the num· 
lier of "wives" is directly comparable with data in the marital 
HtatuH tables on the number of married men with wife present who 
are heads of households. Either of these figures may be used to 
indicate thr 1111mber of "husband-wife households." 

Child.-ThiH category inclurles sons and daughters, stepchildren, 
anrl adopkd Phildrcm of the head regardless of their age or marital 
statuH. It excludes sons-in-Jaw and daughters-in-law and, of 
ecmr1ie, any children of the head no longer living in the household. 

Gra.ndchild.-This category comprises all persons living in the 
houseltnlrl who are sons, daughters, stepchildren, or adopted chil­
clre11 of a child of the head. 

Pa.rent.-This class comprises both parents and parents-in-law 
uf the head if living in the household. 

Other relative.-This group includes such relatives of the head 
as ROTJ8-in-law, RiKters-in-law, nephews, brothers, aunts, grand­
parents, couHim;, and great-grandchildren, if these are members of 
the hou8chold. 

Lodger,-AJI perwns in ho11seholrl8 who are not related to the 
liettd, ex<•ept resident employees and their families, are counted 
11" lodgern. Among tl111i;e persons are lodgers, roomers, and 
lmardl•rs, and their relatives residing in the same household. Also 
inelncled are partners, foster children, and wards. 

Resident employee.-Thi~ category consists of all employees of 
the !wad of the hmrnehold who llfmally reside in the household with 
thl'ir employer (mainly cooks, maids, nurses, and hired farm 
bawls), and their rdativef'( residing in the same household. In 
1040, relatires of resident. employees living in the same household 
were fll10w11 as lodgers. 

Head of qua.si household.-Hca<b of quasi households arc usu­
ally manag1•rs or 11ffie11rs in instil utions, hotels, lodginghouses, 
and similar Psttlbli,lmwuts. If t.lw landlady in a rooming house 
n•iwrti•<l lwrHdf ns the head hut her l11rnlmnd was a member of 
the qua'i honscholrl, he was <k•signu.ied as head for consistency 
with tlw treatuw111 of married heads and win~s of ht>ads of lt<nrne­
holds, The 11 umher of headn of quasi h1rnseholds also rcpr~sents 
the number of q1msi households. 
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RESIDENCE IN 1949 

Definitions 

The data on residence in 1949 were derived from ani;wcr1:1 to 
several questions asked of a 20-pereent sample uf pernons of all 
ages. The first question waH, "Was he living in thiH saml• house 
a year ago?" Those perimns who wern not living in the same huusl~ 
were asked, "Was he living in this same county 1~ year ago?" and 
if not, "What county and State was he living in a year ago?" 

Residence in I 949 is the usual place of residence one year prior 
to the date of enumeration. As indicated by the categories of 
table 23, residence in 1949 was used in conj unction with residence 
in 1950 to determine the extent of mobility of the population. 
PerHons who had changed residence from 1949 to 1950 were classi­
fied into two groups according to their 1949 reHidence, viz., "Dif­
ferent house, same county" and "Different county or abroad." 
Hesidence a.broad includes residence in all foreign countries and all 
Territories and possessions of the United States. The group whose 
1949 residence was "Same house as in Hl50" includes all persons 
1 year old and over who were living in the same house on the date 
of enumeration in 1950 as on the date one year prior to enumera­
tion. Included in this group are persons who had never moved 
during the 12 months as well as persons who had moved but by 
1950 had returned to their 1949 residence. Persons 1 year old 
and over for whom complete and consistent information regarding 
residence in 1949 was not collected, are included in the group 
"Residence not reported. 11 

The number of person8 who were Jiving in different houses in 
1950 and 1949 is somewhat less than the total number of moveti 
during the year. Some persons in the same house at the two dates 
had moved during the year but by the time of enumeration had 
returned to their 104!l residence. Other persons made two or more 
progressive moves. Furthermore, persons in a different house in 
the same county may actually have moved between counties during 
the year but by 1950 had returned to the same county of residenee 
as that in 1949. 

Comparability 

A similar set of questions on mobility was first asked in the 19·10 
Census. These questions, however, applied to residence five years 
earlier rather than one year earlier. 

Por the United States as a whole, figures from the Current 
Population Survey of March 1950 on residence in March 194!1 and 
figures on this same subject from the 1950 Census as of April I, 
1950, indicate appreciable differences both in the proportion of 
persons who were living in a different house in 1949 and in Hl50 
and in the proportion of migrants, that is, persons who were living 
in a different county in 1!149 and 1950. The figures from the 
Current Population Survey indicate a greater extent of total 
mobility (any change of usual residence) than those from the 
census but a relatively smaller extent of migration. These 
differences apparently arise from the somewhat different periods 
covered by the two sets of figures, the different methods used in 
collecting and processing the data, and sampling variability. 
Furthermore, members of the armed forces are largely excluded 
from the Current Population Survey. 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

Definitions 

The statistics on this subject are based on the respondent's 
answer to the question, "What State (or foreign country) was he 
born in?" In case questions arose in the interview involving 
changes in international boundaries, the enumerator was instructed 
to decide on the basis of the international boundaries as of April I, 
1950. In coding and editing, the list of countries used was that 
officially accepted by the United States as of April 1, 1950. 

In view of the numerous changes in boundaries which have 
occurred in Europe in the period of time during which statistics 
on country of birth have been collected by the Bureau of the 

Census, and the fact that many foreign-born persons at any given 
census are likely to report in terms of the boundaries at the time 
of their birth or emigration or in accordance with national prefer­
enees, there may hll.\·e been considerable departure from the rule 
specified in the instructions. 

Comparability 

Iu HJ40 the clasriiflcation of the pupula.tion uy ('Olllitry of birth 
was based on the political boundaries of January 1, Hl37. The 
eorresponding l!J30 data are hai;ed on the political boundaries of 
that yeAr, which were, in most respei;ts, identical with those of 
January 11 l!l37. 

For the censuses from 1860 to !!JOO, fignre;; ou couutry of birth 
are Hhown for the total foreign-born population. From 1!110 to 
HH.O, hov. ever, this item irl preRcnted for the foreign-born white 
only. Although the 1H50 8tatistics on country of birth are pre­
sented only for the foreign-born white population in this report, 
subsequent reports will contain information ou the country of 
birth of the nonwhite population. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Definitions 

The data on school enrollment were derived from answers to the 
question, "Has he attended school at any time since February I?" 
This question was asked of a 20-percent sample of peraons under 
30 years of age. 

"Regular" achools.-In the instructions to the enumerators, 
enrollment was defined a.a enrollment in "regular" schools only. 
Such schools are public.', private, or parochial schools, college11, 
universities, or professional schoolfi, either day or night-that is, 
those schools where enrollment may lead to an elementary or high 
school diploma, or to a college, university, or professional school 
degree. Enrollment could be full time or part time. 

If a pereon was enrolled in such a school subsequent to February 11 
1950, he was classified as enrolled even if he had not actually 
attended school since that date. For example, he may not have 
attended because of illness. 

If a person was receiving regular instruction at home from a 
tutor and if the illlltruction was considered comparable to that of 
a regular school or college, the person was counted as enrolled. 
Enrollment in a correspondence course was counted only if the 
course was given by a regular school, such as a university, and the 
person received credit thereby in the regular school system. 

Kindergarten.-Children enrolled in kindergarten were reported 
separately in 1950 and were not counted as enrolled in school. 
The statistics on kindergarten enrollment were tabulated only for 
children 5 and 6 years old. Nursery schools were not regarded as 
kindergartens or schools. 

Schools excluded.-Persona enrolled in vocational, trade, or 
business schools were e~:cluded from the enrollment figures unless 
such schoolB were graded and considered a part of a regular school 
system. Persona receiving on-the-job training in connection with 
their work were not counted as enrolled in school. Persons 
enrolled in correspondence courses other than those described 
above were not counted as enrolled in school. 

Editing of 1950 Data 

In 1950, as in prior censuses, persons for whom there waa no 
report aa to school enrollment are not shown separately. In both 
1940 and 1950, the editing rules were determined largely on the 
basis of information on ages of compulsory attendance 118 compiled 
by the U. S. Office of Education. Additional information used 
included other items on the schedule and results of Current Popula­
tion Surveys showing the enrollment rates for various age groups. 
In general, persons 5 through 17 years of age not reporting on 
school enrollment were treated 118 enrolled, whereas those 18 
through 29 years old were considered not enrolled. 
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Comparability 

;Earlitt cuislill data. --Thf.• r<1rr1•mpm1diug que1ition in the 
c "'w•11~'ll of l~HO, 1H20, 1mrl l\l:~(l 11.pplii~ct to a ~omi;what longer 
pf'rind, tht• rwriod W<iw·1• th<· 1•rn•edinµ: N'Jlff•mhf•r J. The cen¥11~ 
d1Ht'"" wnt• April If• iu 11110, .T111111ar;v l in Hl20, and April I iu 1\J30. 
Furthf•rmnr<' in t hf'i<!' e1•1i1iu1'e~ th1• q1w~t km wa~ !HJt rr•i-;tricti•d M to 
dw kind of 11rhnol th!' J>t'rn<ill WM llltt•nding. 

Iu l!H{I ! he q11e~tkm rt>ft·rrr'fl to tlw Jl>f•riod from ~!areli 1 to the 
dal'1' of th!:' l't111m1~rt1.tk111, ¥.hkh lit•g1u1 on April l. There are 
im!kntion~ that in !!l(mlf' are•iL• thf• "1·hou1'1 t•k1;,.pd early (i. !',, !H:•fore 
°!;fard1 l '1 for ~111·h r<•U<11111; a.~ lack of foud•, floor! m11dit irm~, or crop 
l'l<m·ir1~. For ~lleh Ull&l tlw 1•urollmn1t ratt'~ ·wnnld, tht•reforl', 
have hr'f•n rPl:itin·ly low. In orrln to iu1"Ure more !'ornplt>te 
Nm1fmr11.hilit y amon!J: ar<•u i11 Hl.50, it wa~ tht•n•fure tonRirlert~d 
11.dvl;.ahk to inPrN>llk!' thr rf•ft•rem·e i11•rkd to that f)('tween F'!•hmary 1 
11,nd thi·• tiint· of the ('ll'tlfnt•r1ttion. 

In lfl:'10, fnr the f1!'l'I time in 11 rlf'1·1·rrnial t•tmm~. kinde•rgarten 
<'lH'olltrw11t w a~ i'<"p11ra1 dy irl1• ntifle1!, In earllN ren~Uli'f'!! no 
ll!~~·l'lfi1· in,1 rur:t ion• ~H·re ii;iH·n al~mt ldnderii;art1•n and, therefore, 
£•riwllmellt fl11:un·" for ehi!rlrPu 5 and Ii yeimi old undoubtedly 
bd1.1d1'<l ¥tom1• r·liililt1·n Purullf·d ia kindngarten. 

!\~ 1w·nti<im•r! iu t!Je N'Ction on '·t·~ual plai•e of r!~kid1>rn·e," 

mll<•·liff• M . .iidentK \1t're PnumerMNI in l\J5() at their rollege re;,idenre 
v.h1"ft'li.l' in r<reviottN year~ thPy 'l'.'!"ff' generally enmnl'rated at their 
r1aw11!al homt•. Thi~ dumgf' in prueedure l!l!Wuld not have 
alff«'lt«i t!w i:'!nuparnhility of thP WliO and l!HO national totals 
1m wd1(1ul 1•urtillmt'nt 1 Inn it. may afft•r•t tlu~ c:oniparability of 1950 
and 1 \HO flg11re;i, ou iiwhnol Purullnt•'nt al eollegt' agf~ for some States 
and 101•.i;J an'lll". 

Curnnt Popul11.tion Survey.--Iu Pad1 year ~tarting with 1945, 
tlw f'!'H!>Cttw IiurPau hu eoilf•1·ted ~tatb,th·~ on "ehool enrollment for 
Hw FniUd Sta!f"Wl Ill! a ~upplernent to the Current Populatfon 
Rurn•v for Octolwr. The h!ll'it" definitions U!<Rd in the~e ~upple­
rnPntM, are t h1' ;1a1tH' a~ 1 hor'<' of the Hl50 <"PnH:~. Thf~ figurPR are 
not l'tril'!ly <'nmp11r11.bll'', ho111 evt:•r, l:n:eiw~•' the ~npplmnent iH takrn 
in Ortni.>11·r rlillll'r than ill April and relatt'iil to enrollnwnt in the 
r11rrer1t ll"fHL Alth(li!!!,h trw April rn50 C'en~u~ figure~ and the 
Or·uiber 1!11\i ~mvt•y fiii;nn~" •m l'!trollm~.·nt both pertain to the ~anrn 
M:hr)nl year, H14'1 ·!\Ir.fl, t hf• April Hlf>O figmr.,. may be properly 
romNue<i 11; ilh t hoJMt' for Ot·tol~.·r HHH only if i;cm1r allowance iB 
m111it" (ii) for thr1"·"' pt-r~m1~ 'rho Ii.ft >'ehnol betwN•n Oetober Hl4!1 
11.nd l'ehruary l~l!';i(). rithn hy rhoppinl'( ont or gr11,ii11ation; and. (Ii) 
for thrn,.. rit~inn• ,;·!Jo ent1~r1•d ~chunl after Ortolmr. 

For youuar•r dii!<lrr•n, partkul.arly tho~e 5 a!ld u ~·earH nld, a 
rompi1.ril'llm d Octnlir·r and A1•ril n1rolln1ent1'I i~ mMt>ading. ~fany 
~ehoo! "Y~tt·m'' «1*'rll.!I" nwh•r thr• p.·lie~· of pt'rmitting l'hi!clrpn to 
M.11.M t r<t' fir~t 11:r.1Vfr· t11tl~· if they han• attaint>r! a N:rtai11 a.iz;e hy th(~ 
bt"li!irminj;( flf Hw ~l'!t0ol year. Thi;, Tt'quirrm<'nt maximize;o; eurull­
f!ll't1H• fnr t h1»·,(' Ill{!'~ in t !ii• f111l, "'herea~ hy April many c•hildrc'n 
h11v1; 11tt11.ir1Nl t h1• ii:h·en agt• l 1nt are not Y('t enrolled. 

D11.ta from •ehool system.a.--Diita on ~dw1Jl Pnmllmeut l'lre al~o 
c•oHPrtl"d awl p11hfo1hPd by Ff:'dnal. i'tate, a1td Ic11·al governmental 
aw•rwii·~. 'f/11·"" data art• ohtairlf·d from ft'fK1r1~ of Hhnol !"y~tc•ms 
and iu•t it ut i<11r• nf hi1d1n karnin!( and are oni,y roughly romparnhle 
~dth 1!w r•nrPllnw!lt dala roll1•1'·tN'l h~· th!' Bur!•an of the ('t•n~us hy 
hn11"1·hnlr! i11t1·n·1nr~. Thi• I't"11•ll'• f'nrollnwnt fil(llrt•H tPI1d to be 
1<1w1··r, btr~~··I.\ l>t·l'1t11"" thr·y n·frr to ~h(1r1f·r timP JH•rit•d" and count 
a rwn~u11 1mh 11J1N\ althn111dr h•• rnM· l!ittr·w.1 nwre thau oue ~chonJ 
duri11g !hi' fi'j><:>rl.ing r.i:·riud, ' 

YEAR OF SCHOOL IN WHICH ENROLLED AND 
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED 

Uefhtition1 

Tlw ill'l.tJll. •·m :•·1tr 1,f ~.,.J.,,,J .in \\ltit•h !'llfolli:•rl w1·tr• dPri\'<!d frorn 
1h1•1i11n"1·r• i.·, 1 lw fir·:·t 11f tht· folt.111.ilq:z 1w11 q111»<1io1,,;,111ul tlu.>~l· 011 
,,·in• of H!.1•1 .. 1 ''"~"l•kli•cl frnw !hi· l'•;n1hi1111lh•n of llll•W•·rH t11 huth 
•11W•·liN1m: 111'1 "·\\ li1JL! i.• th1• l'iil!;hr·,t i.rrnrl1• of '"t'hool that lw ha~ 
l!ltl/!•nd,·d?" Ar11! ! I.'! I>irl h•' fhii~h t hi~ 1tta1lt"?" Thr•fie queRtions 
'II !'r~ Mf\Nl r,f a 20-Jlli'rt·n1t •am pit• of p<'f"'-lfl~ of all age~. 

The questions on educational attainment applied only to 
progress in "regular" schools, as defined in the section on "School 
enrollment." 

Highest grade of school a.ttended.-The question called for the 
highest grade attended, regardless of "skipped" or "repeated" 
gr~de8, rather than the number of full school years which the person 
had ~pent in school. 

In 1wme areaR in the l"nited States, the school system has, or 
used to have, 7 years of elementary school rather than the more 
c(mventional 8 veal'!'. For the sake of comparability, persons who 
had progressed. beyond a 7-year elementary school system were 
treated as though they had progressed beyond the usual 8-yea.r 
~v~tmn. Junior high school grades were translated into their 
eiementary or high school equivalents. 

In the case of persons whose highest grade of attendance was in a 
foreign sehool system, the enumerator was instructed to obtain the 
approximate equivalent grade in the American school system or, if 
that were too difficult to determine, the number of years the person 
had attended school. Persons whose highest level of attendance 
WM in an ungraded school were treated in similar fashion. Persons 
whose highest level of training was by a tutor and whose training 
'IHIB regarded as qualifying under the "regular" school definition 
were also given the approximate equivalent in the regular school 
system. 

Completion of highest grade.-The second question on educa­
tional attainment was to be answered "Yes" if the person had 
completed the full grade. If the person was still attending school 
in that grade, had completed only a half grade, or had dropped out 
of or failed to pass the last grade attended, the required answer 
was "Ko." In the case of persons who failed to report on comple­
tion of the grade, those classified as enrolled were assumed not to 
have finished and those not enrolled were assumed to have finished. 

Comparability 

Year of school in which enrolled and yea.rs of school completed.­
In the present 1·olume, the year of school in which enrolled ia shown 
for e•nrnlled perRons 5 to 29 years old, and the years of school com­
pleted are shown for all persons 5 years old and over. 

Por 1950, stati~tics on educational attainment for persons en­
rolled in school are shown in terms of the school year in which they 
wer(i enrolled, whereas in the 1940 reports statistics were shown in 
terms of the highest grade they had completed. The present pro­
cedure was &dopted because it provides statistics in a form that 
should be generally more useful to those interested in school 
Hy!'ltems. 

Generally, for persons enrolled in school the grade in which they 
were enrolled iH one grade higher than the highest grade completed. 
Data from a. preliminary sample of the 1950 Census, however, 
iudicate that, b~· the time of the census enumeration, about 15 
percent of the "enrolled" population 5 to 29 yea.rs old had com­
pleted the !lame grade in which they had been enrolled. This 
apparent contradiction occurs because the question on enrollment 
referred to "any time since February 1" whereas the completion 
question referred to the date of enumeration. Thus, highest grades 
of school completed for the enrolled population obtained by sub­
tracting one grade from the grade in which enrolled must be con­
FiderPd only approximately correct. 

The 1940 Census reports includt"d data on highest grade of school 
complet!'d for the population 5 to 24 years old not enrolled in 
Rchool. As a result of the facts noted above, similar data for 1950 
coulri only he approximated. Two steps would be involved: First, 
one grade should he deducted from the grade in which enrolled 
(a~ given in table 63) in order to approximate the highest grade 
eomplt>tcd for per;;ons enrolled in Rchool; second, the number of 
1·11rol!l'd perso118 who haV(~ completed a given grade should be sub­
trarted from the tots.I number of persons who have completed the 
~rade (aH giveu in table 64). 

Quality of 1940 a.nd 1950 da.ta.-In 1940 a single question was 
asked on highest grade of school completed. Previous censuses 
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had included one or more inquiries on illiteracy but none oil 
educational attainment. 

Analysis of the data from the 1940 Census and from wn·ev8 
conducted by the Durea.u of the Census using the 1940 type ·of 
question indicated that respondents frequently reportt>d the year 
or grade in which they were enrolled, or had last. been enrolled, 
instead of the one completed. The 1950 quef!tions were deRigned 
to reduce this kind of error. 

Data. from a preliminary sample of the 1950 Census for p[•rsons of 
elementary and high achool ages show larger proportions in l 950 
than in 1940 in hoth the modal grade and the next lowt>r grade for 
a particular M:e, and smaller proportions in each of the firRt two 
grad!'s above the mode. It seems reasonable to assume that, as a 
result of the change in questionnaire design, there wa.; also rela­
tively less cxagf.(era.tion in etluC'ational attainmimt in l ~:)1) than in 
1940, even for oldn pcn;ons. 

Median School Years 

Median e<lurational attainment (i. e., cit hc·r median vcar of 
school in which enrolled or median school years compl~ted) is 
expressed in terms of a continuous series of numbers. For example, 
the fourth year of high school is indicated by 12 and the first year 
of college by 13. For the sake of comparability, the firi;t year of 
high school is uniformly represented by 9, although, a~ previously 
noted, there are some areas with only 7 years of elementary 
school. 

The procedure used in both 1950 and 1940 for calculating the 
median yea.rs of school completed makes allowance for the fact that 
many persons reported as having completed a given full RChool 
year have also completed part of the next higher grade. lt is 
assumed, for example, that persons who reported six full years of 
school completed had actually completed 6.5 grades. At the time 
of enumeration, persons enrolled in school had probably completed 
somewhat more than one-half grade beyond their last full year, on 
the average, whereas persons who had left school had probably 
completed less than one-half year beyond their la.st full year, on the 
average. A similar procedure was followed in the computation of 
the median school year in which enrolled. 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Definitions 

Census week.-The 1950 data on employment status pertain to 
the calendar week preceding the enumerator's visit. This week, 
defined as the "census week," is not the same for all respondents, 
because not all persons were euumcrnteci during the same week. 
The majority of the population was enumerated during the first 
half of April. The 19·10 data. refer to a fix<>d week for all persons, 
Mnrch 24 to 30, 1940, regardless of the date of enumeration. 

Employed.-Employed persons comprise all civilians H years 
old and over who, during the census week, were either (a) "at 
work"-those who did any work for pa~· or profit, or worked 
without pay for 15 hourR or more on a family fann or in a family 
bt18iness; or {b) "with a job but not at work"-those who did not 
v:ork and were not looking for work but had a job or business from 
which they were temporarily absent been.use of vacation, illne~s, 
industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff with definite intttruetlo11~ 
to return to work within 30 day!' of layoff. Also included as 
"with a job" are persons who had new jobs to which they were 
Rched11led to report within 30 days. 

Unemployed.-Persons 14 years old and over are classified as 
unemployed if they were not at work during the censll8 week but 
were either looking for work or would have been looking for work 
except that (a) they were temporarily ill, (b) they expected to 
return to a job from which they had been laid off for an indefinite 
period, or {c) they believed no work was available in their com­
munity or in their line of work. Since no specific questions 
ideutifying persons in these last three groups were included on the 
cenRus schedule, it is likely that some per11ons in these groups were 
not returned hr the census enumerators M unemployed. Cnem-

ployed persons are separated in some tables into new workers and 
experienced workers. \Vhen information on the schedule was 
insufficient for thiR distinction to be made, the unemployed person 
was classified as an r.xperienred worker, since the great majority 
of persons Reeking work have ha<l previous work experience. 

Le.bor force.-The labor foree includes all penons cla11sified as 
employed or unemployed, as desrrilx~d above, and also members 
of the armed foree~ (persons on active duty with the United States 
Army, Air For<'<', Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). The 
"civilian labor forre" eompri"Cs the employed and unemployed 
eompone11iR of the labor foree. The "experienced labor force" 
conRists of the armNl forces, C'lllployed workeri;, and the unem­
ploy(~c\ with previnit' work experiene('. The "experienced dvilian 
labor foree" emupri~e" the two latter groups. 

Not in labor force.-PerBOll8 not in the lalior force comprise all 
civilians 14 year" nf age a.ull over who are not clasRified as employed 
or uncmplored, in<'ln<ling pcr.,,rm~ doing only inddental unpaid 
family work (le~~ than. 15 hours durinp; the census week). Per­
sons n0l in the laL•or force are furthl'r rlas~ified in thiR report into 
th£' following categoric,;: 

1. Keeping ho1rne.-Pel'80ns primarily occupied with their 
own home hou;;•:work. 

2. Unable to 1rork.-Pe!'8011s who cannot work because of a 
long-terrn physical or 111ental illness or disability. There is some 
evidence, however, that some persons were reported as "unable to 
\York" who were only temporarily ill or who, although elderly, 
were not permanently tliss.hled. 

3. Inmates of institutions.-Persons, other than staff members 
and their familie;;, lh·ing in institutionM. (See definition of insti­
tutional population on page xviii.) Staff members of institutions 
and their familie~ a.re classified into employment status categories 
on the same basi;; 11~ a.re per.sons living outside of institutions. 

4. Other and not reported.-Persorzs in this general category 
Include the following two group.• which were combined for the 
purpose of this report: 

a. Persons not in the labol' force other than those keeping 
house, unable to work, or in iastitution~. This group includes 
students, the retired, those too old to work, the voluntarily 
idle, a.nd S<Jll80nal workers for whom the census week fell in 
an "off" &ea.son and who were not reported as unemployed. 

b, Persons for whom information on employment status 
was not reported. Although the number of persons classified 
as "not reported" was not tabulat.ed e:eparately for this re­
port, it is estimated on the basis of preliminary data that the 
number in this group i~ approximately 1.2 million for the 
United States as a whole, or about 1 percent of the total 
United States population 14 years old and over. An.alysis 
of the characteristics 1.seli, age, culor, marital status, school 
enrollment, and urban-rural residence) of persons in this 
group sugge5ts that arproximately half a million might have 
been added to the labor force had the necessary information 
been obtained. There may be considerablll variation from 
State to State, howevc;-, in the prop{lrtior of persons classified 
as "not reported" and, withi11 this group. in the number who 
might have heen labor force members. PersOnfl included in 
the "Other and not rqx>rted" categor~· ;~re further clarosified 
by age in this volume· in order to indicate the approximate 
number in this group who were probably student5 and the 
number who were probably retired or too old to work. It is 
estimated t.hat, for the TJ nitcd States as a .vhole, approximately 
90 percent of the persons in this category who were 14 to 19 
years old were e11ro1le<l in ! .~hool. 

naais for Classl:tlcnion 

The employment statuA <•ias8ifieation ii:; based primarily 011 a. 
series of interrela.ied "sorter'' q1;estic1nH designe•i to identify, in 
this sequence: (a) Persons who WNked 11.t a.ll cbring the ~ensus 
week; (b) those who did not work but w.:!re looking fo: work; and 
(c) those who neither worke,·1 no: lookecl for w0rk but hllAl a ;ob 
or lmsinesR from wl1ich they we1e ter'1pc re.roil-,· 11bBent The> four 
questions use·l for this purpo«e s,.e •iescrlbed below: 

1. "What wa., this per<0.1 i!oinQ most of last t!!ePk-working, 
keepin{J house, (J1' nomething dsr.f" This qaestior wa" designed to 
cla11sify persous according to their ma.jo1 .a.ctivi;,y and t,, identify 
the large number of full-tim'.: workers f!m,nm \l!l 0 hk t•• work 
at all because t•f physical or ment.:.l dh1abi!lde WU(: !l.lf.\O idrntified 
here. 

z. "Did this person do any work at all la~t week, not countin{J 
work around lhe housef" This question wru; asked of all persons 
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el!:<~,..pt thr111<> I't'portl"d in t~1e pttvio~i~ qu_i;~tion Ni wo~kin11; or 1m-
11.l l1! tu iH>rk. It wll.~ d1~~111:noo to 1dt'nt1fy Pl'.J'l«mr; :"~irkmg part 
IJ~i~ or fr1tk"r1uiU1'ntl,V in addition to thf•ir m~Jnr act1nty ..... 

:J. "H'•i~ thiu ;1fr1trn /m1k111g f(J'I' work? . Ahkl"d of J>< l"l'J()JIH 

replyinll( in the pre\i<Hrn qu~~titm that tlwy dirt ~1ot w?~k at all, 
th!~ qufll'tkm >it•ned to ohtam 11. rourt of the nm mplo~ 1 d. . 

4. "fi:w·n though he didn't work la~t 1Vetk, dQl!.n ~e lwvr a J~l1J or 
bui;inum?" Pm·i•<m~ temJ.K.<raril.\" ab,.n1t from tlw1r JOh or lm~rnf'~l'l 
~Me klrntifif•d hy tut)!mm of thi~ qutll'ltion, whir'h WM a~kri<l of 
pel'llOtt~ fll"ith~"r wor·kin11: nor looking fur W<irk. 

Problems in Cla11slftcation 

CllUMl!lifleatiori of the popula.tion by (•ruploymf'nt i'ltatu~ i"' alway" 
imh}t-ft to error. Some of the ronrr•pt;; a.re diffieult to.apply; t'.ut, 
more illlJ;i:~rtaut for certain group~. the 1•oruplete mformatwn 
r11'e!i1Jd i~1 not. 11.!'1.ay~ oht.a.iuNI. For t:•xampk•, honsi·wiH•R, !!ltu­
derit!!I, i>ml ,,,.,miretir1·•1l pn>10H~, wlio an• in thi• labor forre on only 
a pArt-tim;> or i11tPrmitt1·nt l>l>lili!>i, rna.y fail to rl'port tll~t they are 
erup!oyed m lt~Jking for '>\Ork unit•;,~ rim.fully queHt.1onNL In 
manv r&~I'''· e11nr111•ra.tur~ may a,~~Utnf' that ~urh I>t>r,;(JHI' coulr! 
not j,,, in t hf' lli.hor forrP am! will omit tht• m•c11i;~ary que~tiorn'. 
Aw; 11. r1·:,11lt, th1• m1tat.i•lk~ will nr11!1•r,,tate the ~ize of the labor forrP 
and ovel'l"tlllfe th!' mm1! lf'r of J.lf'l'l'!Orrn not in the lahor force. See 
li!!!lo para.ii;raph ht•low ou "Current Population Hurvey." 

Comparability 

lllta.tistics on gainful workers.,·--··-'rlie data on the• labor force for 
1940 and Hlf:t(J are not. exa.etl.v compara.Jile with the sts.th;tics for 
gainful workt>l"lil prtlii!elltl'd'. in thim rt~pc;rt for 1920 and 1930 lJf'Cll.URe 
ol difforenc~ in defl11it.ion. "Gainful wnrk~~rs" were person"l 
ttparted M haviug a gainful occ11pation, that i~. an occupation 
in wMeh thf•y ma.rru•rl mont'Y nr a mrmry f'qltivalent, or in which 
they 111.ll!i;;f('d in thP produetion of rnarketahle J!:oO<l~, rr•p;arflless 
of whet.lier thl'y were working or seeking '>l·ork at the tinw of the 
cfmmum. A per~on WaR not considered to have had a gainful 
occupation if hii; wnrk activity wa~ of limit pd extent. In contrru;t, 
the labClr for<"t i11 r!t.fined on tlw ba.~is of ai·tivity during the census 
week only and indud1·~ all P<'rl!<ln~ whn Wl'rt' employed, unem­
ployfld, <Jr in thr 11,rmNl forrell in that wt•ek. Certain cl.Mile!! of 
pernnnm, l!uch a>1 rPtirc•d workPrl!I, wnw inmat!'~ of institntiou;.1, 
ret"entl~.- in1~11.paeitaM<I work1•r111, a.ml ~a...,onal workerR rwither 
working nor l!('f•ki11.11: ·work at thr time of the cen~uH, wrre frequently 
included among ii:ainful workPr~; !mt, in gPneral, ~urh perl"ous are 
ne1t indurloo in the labnr fore•;>. On t hf~ othc•r hanri, the ci>nHlll'i 

i11ch1decl int~ hi.IKYr force for Hl40 11.nd 1\l[J-0 prrl!!Oll~ !'lPeking work 
without prl'vicnui work expt•riencf', that i~, rww workers. At t.l1e 
timt' nf the 1920 and 1930 Ceuiiul'lt'!l ~ud1 rww workerswrre proliahly, 
for the rrwl\t part, not rf'portl'd 11.$ gainfHI worker>!. 

In I\12(), tlw c•t•u!frtJH rlat» wu January l, wherea.H in 1!130, 1940 
arul 1950 it wM April 1. For this additional rNi.11on, the rnunher of 
ga.inful 'ii nrkt•r~ rf•port!'d for 1920, e~JJf'dally in agrirultural ari:a.~, 
mar not llf> a.lt.oi:;;;··th1•r oomp.11.rahle with the statiM1ir;; for latrr 
~·1·a.fll. 

1940 Census.·--- Dllriug the period HHO to I !150, various d1aHJ!:PS 
l\"f'NI dtvel{lpNi in thP qm~tiom1aim~ a,nd in int!'rvic•wing t.rrh­
niqu""'4, rl!'mignNl to obtain a mort• nl'ltrlv complPk ('01mt of the 
lahnr forN•.1 Althnap;h th!' changr~ in 'J'W~tiorn1airr dr~ign wne 
lnrorporMPd ilito th1> l\\50 Cen~11i'i !'lrhpdulP anrl iriterviewiug 
lt't'hniqm·~ W»rP !ltr1·~11Prl iu 1 raining, tht• quality of tlw l\J50 
~tat i~tir~ dot·~ not app;•ar to have r>P('n mnrh impron•rl rPlativ1• to 
that for 1\14() by th~ mf'li1."1JrP". 

The 11140 dat11. fur emplu,11:1! pf'rson~ in thiH volume var~· in 
l.((>fHt• cJ1.,'*1re from th1• figureJH t1riginll.H~· puhli~hf•d in tJie l !140 report~. 
Th!" a.ppl"l>}>ri.Att7 11!40 fij!;Hrl'Je fort hi• t'lnplo~ ed ~hown in the prelfl:'ll t 
n•port. t1av1> ht<eu adju~1Nl to t•~dud1• 1.lw 11~tim11.ted nuruher of 
m~·ll in th!' 111.rmt•fl fort'l"!ii 11.t that time. Thi;; WM dnue to acl1ipv1• 
Nln<J>&ral•ilit wil h I.hf' 1\!50 Pmplo~'N! ti.tal which i~ liruiti•<l to 
rhilianm. 

~' 11~J·rt~1'b!J of tht> f~t·w~u~1. ( 'uttrnt J;oJtub11£mJ f/t'Pt:trts, ''Lnht•r Forl'i\ Em(1lny .. 
Yr1t>nt~ Q:tirl t't}e-.mpktjtfUf·flt m Hu t r1HP\l ;.1hitt 1~1. 1001 tn tQ.4.1~,·· ftpt\1·~. l'-!>fl, !\'o, :;!, 

~'1!'~f·l!'~c.l1''1' i'l.t4; 

Rtatif.;ticH for perHOllH on public emergency work in 1940 were 
originall.v pu\lliHhcd s1~paratcly; but in .this repor~ they have been 
rombitwd with tho11e for pernons seekmg work m the figures on 

unemployed for 1940. 
Current Population Survey.-The estimated size of the civilian 

labor force in the llnited States based on the Current Population 
Survey is about 5 percent above the corresponding figure fro.m 
the 1 \l50 CensnR. An investigation of t.he reason for the d1s­
crepancv is !wing conduct,cd. Examination of the census returns 
for a sa;nple of ho1meholdR that were also included in the Cn~rcnt 
Population Survey for April l !l50 indicates that although d1~cr­
cnces of all kinds were found, on balance, t.he Current Populat10n 
Survey enurnrratorR, who arc much more experienced than were 
the temporary census enumerators, reported more completely the 
pmployment or unemployment of teen-agers and of women 25 years 
oltl and over. This difference iH reflected in higher labor force par­
ticipation rat.es and unemployment rates for t.~o~e grou~s and a 
more accurate reporting of personR employed m mdnstrics, such 
aH agriculture, trade, and personal services, where part-time or 
occasional work is widely prevalent. These are the groups for 
whom variability in rcsponRe is relatively great in labor force sur­
vevR. On the other hand, the differences were at a minimum for 
m~n and young women-the major components of the "full-time" 
lahor force. 

It mav he PHtimatcd on the basiH of this analysis that perhaps 
3 perce1;t of the total population 14 years old anrl over in April 
1\150 were actually in the labor force but were classified outside 
the labor force in the census returnR. This percentage will vary 
from Statn to State and between one population group and 
another. For example, misclassification was somewhat greater 
for nonwhite than for white persons. 

Other da,ta.-Bec111rne the Hl50 Census employment data were 
obtained by household interview, they differ from statistics based 
on reports from individna.I business establishments, farm enter­
prises, and certain government programs. The data based on 
household interviews provide information about the work status 
of the whole population, without duplication. Persons employed 
at more titan one job arc counted only once as employed and arc 
clasRified according to the job at which they worked the greatest 
number of hours during the census week. In statistics based on 
reports from buRiness and farm establishments, on the other hand, 
persons who work for more than one establishment may be counted 
more than once. Moreover, other data, unlike those presented 
here, generally exclude private household workers, unpaid family 
workers, and 8Clf-cmployed per:mns, and may include workers less 
than 14 years of age. An additional difference arises from the 
fact that persons with a job but not at work are included with the 
employed in the statistics Ahown here, whereas only part of thiH 
group is likely to be included in employment figures based on 
establishment payroll reports. Furthermore, the household re­
port!! include persons on the basis of their place of residence 
regardless of where they work, whereas establishment reports 
relaM per~ous to their place of work regardless of where they live; 
the two types nf data may not be eomparnblc for areas where a 
i<ignificant rmmber of workers commute to or from other areas. 

For 11 rnnnbcr of reasons, the unemployment figures of the 
Bureau of the Cen>ius are not directly comparable with the puh­
fiHhed figures for unemployment compensation claims or clailes 
for vet11ra11s' readjustment allowancrs. Certain persons such n.R 
private household and government workers arc generally not 
digible for unemployment compensation. Furl.her, the place 
where claims arc filed may not neces8arily be the same as the 
place of rPt-1idenre of the 11nemployed worker. In addition, the 
qualificationH for drawing 11u1•mployme11t eomperrnation differ 
from the definition of unemployment 118ed by the Census Bureau. 
Fur cxamJllc~, JIPrHous working oul,v a few hours duriug the week 
111J1i JH'rKOIJH with a job hut not at work a1·p sometimes eligible for 
m1Pmployment emnp(msatiou lint are classified by the Census 
Bureau !IA employed. 
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HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

The data on hours worked were derived from answerR to the 
question "How many hours did he work !Mt week'!" asked of 
persons who reported they had worked during the week prior to 
their enumeration. The Rtatistics refer to the munbcr of hourH 
actually worked during the census week and not 11eces;;arilv to 
the number usually worked or the scheduled numhrr of h~urs. 
For persons working at more than one job, the figures relate to the 
combined number of hours worked at all jobs during the week. 
The data on hours worked presented in Chapter C provide a broad 
classification of young employed persons into full-time and part­
time workers. The proportion of persr)ns who worked only a 
small number of hours is probably understated because such 
persons were omitted from the labor force count more frequently 
than were full-time workers. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Definitions 

The statistics on weeks worked are based on replies to the 
question, "Last year, in how many weeks did this person do any 
work at all, not counting work around the house?" This question 
was asked of a 20-perccnt sample of persons J.1 years old and over. 
The data pertain to the number of different weeks during 1()49 in 
which a person did any work for pay or profit (including paid 
vacations and sick leave) or worker! without pay on a family farm 
or in a family business. Weeks of active service in the armed 
forces a.re also included. It is probable that the number of persons 
who worked in 1949 is understated, becam;e there is some tendency 
for respondents to forget intermittent or short periods of 
employment. 

Comparability 

In 1950, no distinction was ma.de between a pa.rt-time and a full­
time workweek, whereas in 1940 the enumerator was instructed 
to convert part-time work to equivalent full-time weeks. A full­
time week was defined as the number of hours locally regarded as 
full time for the given occupation and industry. Further differ­
ences are that, in the 19·10 reports, the data were shown for wage 
and salary workers only and were published in terms of months 
rather than weeks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In the 1950 Census of Population, information on occupation, 
industry, and class of worker was collected for persons in the 
experienced civilian labor force. All three items related to one 
specific job held by the person. For an employed person, the 
information referred to the job he held during the census week. 
If he was employed at two or more jobs, the job at which he 
worked the greatest number of hours during the census week was 
reported. For an experienced unemployed person, the informa­
tion referred to the last job he had held. 

The classification systems used for the occupation and industry 
data in the 1950 Census of Population are described below. These 
systems were developed in consultation with many individuals, 
private organizations, and government agencies, and, in particular, 
the Joint Committee on Occupational Classification (sponsored by 
the American Statistical Association and the United States Bureau 
of the Budget). 

Occupation 

The occupation information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of work was he doing?" 

Classi:flce.tion system.-The occupational classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population is organized into 12 
major groups, which form the ba8is for the occupation data in 
Chapter B of this volume. The system consists of 469 items, 
270 of which are specific occupation categories; the remainder are 
subgroupings (mainly on the basis of industry) of 13 of the occu-

pat.io11 categories. For the de1ai!ed occupation tahles iu Chapter C, 
certain of the categ•Jrieo wen! combined, aud tl1c detailed occupa­
tion liHt used here consists of Hu items (tahle8 73 awl 7 4). The 
compo~ition of each of the dr:tailed categnrie8 is i;Jwwn in the 
publication, U. 8. Bureau oftlw Ceurn", 1950 Census of l'opulation, 
Cl<issified Index of Occupations and Industries, Wa~l1ington, D. C., 
Hl50. 

In the presentation of occupation data for ritfos of 50,000 to 
100,000 in Chapter C, as well aK in the cro;;H-('lasHifiratinns of 
occupation by urban-rural re;;ide11ce, age, race, rlaNs of worker, 
and income, intermediate occupational claHsificationH of 158 itemH 
for males and 67 items for females have been used (tableH 7.'l to 
78). The~e intermediate classifieationR ri~present se)e(~tions awl 
combinations of the items in the detailed Rystem. A lbting of 
the relationships between tlie two levels of cla.~sification can be 
obtaineri hy v.-riting to the Director, Bureau of the Ce1rnus, Wash­
ington 25, D. C. Thi~ listing will also appear in the United States 
summary part of Volume II. 

In the separation of "Managers, officials, and 1iroprietorn 
(n.e.c.)" by class of worker into Ralaricd and self-employed com­
ponentA, the ~mall number of unpaid family workers in this oc­
cupation is included in the Relf-employed component. Since the 
data presented in the occupation tables refer only to civiliam1, 
the category "Members of the armed forces" shown in table 73 
is limited to experienced unemployed persons whose last job was 
RR a member of the armed forC'eH. 

Rela.tion to DOT cla.ssi:flcation.-The occupational classification 
of the Population CenRus is generally comparable with the system 
used in the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (DOT).! 1'he two 
Hystems, however, are de;;igned to meet differ1mt need8 and to he~ 
used under different circumstances. The DOT system is designerl 
primarily for employment service need~, such as placement and 
counseling, and is orrlinarily used to classify very detailed occu­
pational information obtained in an interview with the worker 
himself. The cenHus system, on the otl1er hand, is designed for 
statistiral purposes and is ordinarily used in the classification of 
limited oecu1>ational descriptions obtained in an interview with 
a member of the worker's family. As a result, thCJ DOT systern 
is much more detailed than thCJ census system; and it also calls 
for many types of distinrtions whirh cannot he made from census 
information. 

Industry 

The industry information presented here wa.'> derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of business or industry was 
he working in?" 

Cla.ssiftcation system.-The industrial classification system 
developed for the Hl50 Census of Population consiHts of 148 
categorieR, organized into 13 major groups. For the detailed 
industry tables in Chapter C of this volume, a few of the categories 
were combined, and the detailed induotry list used here consistR 
of 146 categories (tables 7fl and 80). The composition of each 
of the detaiiecl categories is shown in the publication, U. S. 
Bureau of the Cernnrn, J,9!j() CensuB of Population, Classified Index 
of Occupations and Industries, \Vashington, D. C., 1950. 

Although certain of the industry data in Chapter B are limited 
to the 13 major groups, most of the industry data in Chapter B 
are based on a condensed classification of 41 groupH. Further­
more, in Chapter C, an intermediate classification of 77 categories 
ha.5 been used in the presentation pf industry data for cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, as well aR in the cross-classifications of industry 
by age, race, cJa.9s of worker, major occu11ation group, weeks 
worked, and income (tables 81 to 86). Both the 41-item and 
77-item cla.<1sifications represent selections and combinations of 
the categories in tlie detailed system. The relationships among 
these three levels of classification are shown in list A. 

'See U. S. Department o! Labor, Rurcau of Employment Security, Dldionaru of 
Oecupatlonal Tillt1, B•oond Edition, Vols. I and II, Washlngron, n. C., lll-49. 



XXIV MINNESOTA 
Uu A.···RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 

I Petalled cl11ssllle11tlon-l4R Items 

···----·-- - .. ----···--. ·: ·~-:~ ---~\ Agriculture (OJ, 07 cxc. 0713). 

I 

'J r:~!~1~'i.~l~~1!.uln afi\:i n• iurai gru! ~iiractlon ' 
. 1 Ml.riJng and qnarryifll', ~•«'l•t ftl<'l. - . . -

!{Forestry (08). 
- -1 Fisheries (09). 

... __ . roaI mining (11, 12). 
Crude petroleum and natural gns extraction (13). 

·{Metal mining (10) • 

: 
Ct1nntruetlon 

i 

:r~::~::iflii, 1;1Miin~ mill~. i1mi n1ill work-. 
: Mi..-.'l'Jllml>'>IJS wt~•l pr1~lurt,~ 
i Furmtu<P '1.llfi ftxtnrllll . 

' I ff'rirnary ir<>n and st1"'l inrlu$tri"" i I I'rimary 11ollfMTOlll! indll!!tri"" . 

nw,1a.l ~r11l1o::trlt''~, (itwl. riot ~-rwr·1tl1•1l I 
. l''ahri"llted 111<·.tal lndustriM find. not s111'Cifi~1l mrtul) .. 

I 
I M~hinery, eIOOpt ~lretrirnL 
I 

l!:lt>,t"tll:i''a.l mnehntf'·T~', FitJUipnu\nt, a.w.1 su1ilhHf's. 1 Fill'·ctrit'JlJ ma1ellirn~ry, ~quipmPnt, and suppliP.H 

I 
I 
ifAl.rcrllftaml twts. ..... . .. ................... . 

.. ; Phin an<! !>Oat hllil<ling and l'!'puiring . _.. . .. . .. I Rai!rM><I and mlSC<"llane<mR transportation er1nlpmPnt. 

Nonmetallic mining and qunrrylng, except fuel (14). 

Corutructlon (15-17). 

Logging (241). . 
Rawmllls, planing mllls, and mill work (242, 243). 
Mlseellaneons wood products (244, 249). 
Furniture and IMures (25). 

fBlll•t furnaces, stfel works, anrt rolling mllls (331). 
I Other primary iron and steel l11rlustries (332, 330 •). 

Primary nonferrous Industries (333-330, :!392 ', 33!Y.J '). 

rf'nhrlcat-Od st1'e1 products (19 cxc. 11!4, 341-343, 344 exc. 3444, 346•, 
348•, 3491-3495). 

'lFnhrlcutcd nonferrous metal pr0ducts (3444, 3403 •, 347, 3480 •. 3406, 3407, 
34\lll). 

Not specified metal industries.I 

{
Agricultnml mnchlrrnry nnd tractors (352). 
Office and store machines nn<l ·!evlees (357). 
Mlseellaneons machinery (351, 35.1-350, 35U, 359). 

Electrical machinery, equipment, nnrl supplies (36). 

Motor vehicles nnd motor vehicle equ!pmrnt (371). 

Aircraft and parts (372) • 
8hlnaud boat building and re11alr!ng (373). 
Railroad nnd miscellaneous transportation equipment (374, 375, 379). 

Glass and glass products (321-323), 

{

Cement, and concrete, gypsum, and plaster products (324, 327). 
Rtn1etural clay !Jroducts (325). 
Pottery 1uul related products (326). 
Ml•r<"llnneous nonmetallic mineral and stone products (328, 329). 

'lrllMJs am! n;la@s prrnlnct•. _ 

, !'lt0c11e nnrl cl&y l'l'-O<lllrta 

: All nthl'r dt1r;i1hlf go<trls 

' I 

IProf<·sslnnal equipment and supplies (104, 381-385). 
Photnl(rUJlhic ei1uipment and supplies (386). · · --1w utches, clocks, and clockwork-operated de\•lces (387). 
Ml'lcdlaneons m11nufnctnrlng Industries (39). 

:!'vf"l1t pn~hwts . _ .. .. 
' llaltt·ry 1orodurts .. . 

: Oth1•r fo;xl industri!•s 
I 

l{Knltth1gmllk .......... . 
: Y:1rn, thre.,d, 1md fabric mill' 

j Oth~r ttxtile mill produ<ts. _ .. 

,

1:, 

A1ip11r1·l md nth~r fahdcatorl !MUie prodnrts .. 

I Printing, publishln~. and allied imlustri"'1 .. 

I 
: Cb,.mk<1l• and allied produrt• 

I 
I 1Tvl,11N:fl rmumfl\('tur"". . 

I l'aI~'' and alllt'i\ prrnlurtm 
I 
h l't•trnlf'um and Nml pror1uc-ht 

ilHut.llf'r pro1lncts . .. .. . . 
: Funt\\ t\M. tixm·pt ruhhrr ~" · - · - · · 

i fJ•r:i.thn a:nd lf'l-Umr flTn<lur-t!>:, MC't'pt frn1twt':lr" 

I "\t~t r1wr'iftt1d rna.nufaeturinr. imlu~.trif's 

l Hn.iln1:~th\ and railway rxprr:4~1 flt•n·ic•fl. 

Trm·kinr ~-1ni{'f-\ and war11 tmu~ing_ 

r I St~rt\f't r:1ilwa:r!ll a.nrl hum linr";.; 
j \\ptt·r tran~porttltion :1 Air !n!.IUJI~·irtatiim 

1 i ,\U ullH't tr~.1-11~11~1rt;LU1m 

Me.at products (201). 
Bakery products (20:>). 

!
Dairy products (202). 
Cunning nnd preserving fruits, vegetables, and sen foods (203). 
Oraln-mlll products (0713, 204). 
Confectionery and related product.s (207). 
Beverage industries (208). 
ML•cel11t11Mus !ood preparations and kindred products (206, 200). 
Not speclflecl food JJJdustrirs.' 

Knitting mills (22[,). 
Yam, thrc•ad. nnd fahrir mills (221-224). 

{I~yelng und.finlNhing textilt•e, except knit goods (226). 
Car1••1s, rugs, nncl nlher floor coverings (227). 
Mlm>ellaneous textile mill proclncls (228, 229). 

f Apparel nm! :wc<>'8orirs (23 cxc. 239), 
· · \Mis('('IJ:mrous fabrkalrd tcxtile products (2.10). 

Priutlng, pulllishln~. nnd nilled industries (2il. 

f 
Syntlwtlc II her~ {2i'2f>). 
ilruRs am! modiclurs (283). 

l
l'uints, varnishes, and rehted products (285). 
MiSC<'llan!"ms cherni1'11ls nm! allied 1iroducls (281 282 exc 282.0 284 
28~-280). ' . ' ' 

Tohacco manufnf'lures (21). 

{
1;u1p, paJ.,r, anti liapcrboard mllls (2fil). 
l up<irhoanl conta unrs and hox1..~s (2H7). 
MlsCt'lhmcotJs paper anti rulp produets (264-WG, 2f>U). 

I Petroleum reflnlnR (21!1 ), 
l!>fl1iCl.'llnrwou,, P€!r(Jiemn and eoal products (2!Jexc. 291). 
Hubhcr products (Jiil). 
Footwear, CX'.'<'Pt ruilht r (:11~, ~14). 

(Leather: tanned, cmrit•d, and finished (~Ill . 
.. .. \ l•'allwr produrts, "''"''Jlt footwear (312, :JJ5-:l17, 31U). 

Xot speclfi('(l ma1111laelurlng Industries.' 

Hailrmuls anti railway '''J>re:;s st•rvirc' (40). 

f'I'n1cki11 1T ~wrviPl'.l (4'>J 4')R) 
't \\'arrhotl~in~ and 'si'o:·aie <422-.125, 42!1). 

''.''<'l't railways and Im" line0 (.JI, 43 cxc. 4:!3). 
\\.ntcr tran'.portation (41). 
Alf tram;pnrtatio.1 <·1ri) 

, {'1'1ukah sorvir1' o:w. · 
i ~1'(,•t~~1lfu1u :~ucl p;:1soli111.' piJ1t\ lrn~s (40). 
j :-lf\n1c.-.•s im·Hll'llfttl to tr·anEportution (47L 

I 11\·1"p!111t11• (wh" •11111 radio) (481) 
\)TP11·vrn11h twirti amJ r:Hlio"i OK <'~c. 4Kl). 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INIBRMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION-Con. 

Condensed cla .. mcatlon-41 Items Intermediate cluslficatlon-77 itemi I llf'talled c1-1ncatton-!4S items 

i{Eleetrlc light and power• (4gl). 

Utllitfos and sanitary sCTvlccs . Gas and steam supply system• (492, 4!lfll. {
El~ctrlc and gas utilities ......................... '" ....... · 1 Eleetrlc·Rll.!I utilities• (411:11. 

· .................. {Water supply (4911. 
Water suppl~·. ~a.nltary scn·lccs, nnd other utilities . ..... Sanitary ~n·lces (49.ll. I Other and not specified ut!lltles l 1497). 

1 Motor vthlcles nnd equlf!ln!'nt (!;Ill, 5111). 
i Drug•, cl1emicals, 1md allied prodm·ts (502, 5112). 

I IJry goods and llflflU!'t'I (50:1, 5113, M32). 
Food Md related produrts (504, 511S, 5114, 5l:l!\, 5134, 514). 

i F.lertrlcnl goods, b<1rdwnre, and plumbing pquipment (006, 507, 5116). 
Wholesalo trllde...... .. • . • . •. . . .. •. . . . . . ... . .. . . Wholosale trn<lt'. .......................................... Mach.lnery, equipment, aud supplies (508, 51IS, s1:1G). 

i Petroleum produrts (.512L 
I Farm products- rnw mat~rfals (5()911, 51351. 
I Mlsoellaneous wholesall) trade (51J91-5005, ri-097-50\lll•, film, 5117, 5119, 

!'<ot spe.:!fled wholesale trade>.' 

I 
srn7-5n9 •1. 

Food & dairy products stores, and milk retailing •• Food and dairy products store<, nnd milk retalllng. .... {Food stores. except daln· produets (54 exc. 545). 

I 
V11.!rr products stores and mllk retailing (545). 

Eating and drinking plflces... ....•..... .•••.. .•• Eating and drinking places .....•........ --·······........ Eating and dr!nklnr; places (58). 

General merchandise and lh·e and trn C!'nt stores.. {Grneral merchandise stores (53 exc. 533). 
·· ·•·· - Fh-e and ten cent stores (533). 

Apparel and 11Ccessor!esstores ..............• __ .••......... l{~Jl'!8~~~~riesstom, except shot stori•s (56 exc. 566). 

F 1lture h r n1 hi d 1 , If Furniture and hollllt'fumish!ngs stores (571). 
ur1 , ome ur s ~s. an er111 pmrnt stori s.. •.... !IoUJ1ehold aJ>pllanC!' ancl radio stores (572). 

O'ther retail trade .................................. Oasollne st'rvlce sr.atlons .................................. GasollnP oorv!ce stations (554). 
Motor vehicles and a=.'ll!Orirs retalllng ................... 

1 

Motor vehicles and aooeirnorles retailing (55 .,xc. 5541. 

~;~;:~;t~~~-i~-~I~-~~~; ·:i;~~iicii~; -~~~~-~j·;e~~1i1~; rH~~~;~~c!J~;i~m implement sto~e• (52~). 
' • · · 

1 
l Lum her and building mnterlal re tad Ing (52 exc. 52M. 

[

!,lquor stores (5112), 
Retail florists (ll\Xl2). 

All thr 1 d I Jewelry stores (5971. 
o r reta I tru. e ..... · .. · · · .... · ···· · · ·······-, Fuel lllld ice retailing (5\/Rl. 

l 
Jlllsrellaneous retail stores (593-500, 5llO exc. tiW2). 
!\at spct'ifled retail tr!lde.' 

JBanking and credit aaenclos (60, IJJ). 
··- {Banking and other llnance. .. .. . . . . . 1s.mrlty and commodity brukPmge, and investment companies (62. 

Finance, lnsuranre, and real estate............ ... j{1 
67l· (6S Ml 

Insurance and real estate...... . .. . .. . . .... .. ......•... J~iif:~~e • {65J." 
Real estate-lnsurnnce-law ol!lces • (66). 

Business services................................. Business services.......................................... Accounting, auditing, and bookkoopin~ serdces (737). {
Advertising (731). 

Mlsrellaneons busiuel!S services (732-736, 7311}. 

Rep&lr services {Automobile repair ~rvices and garages.................... Automobile repair sen•ice.s and ~nrages (75). 
• ·-···· ·•·• ·••· ••·••··•· ·· • •· ·•·•· Miscellaneous repair servlcoo. ..• .. . . . . . . . . ••. . . .. .•••.••.. MlscellanOOUll repair services (76). 

Private h!lUSeholds .............................. Private houSl'holds ....•..•.....................•..•..••... Private households (88). 

Hotels and lodging places........................ Hotels and lodging places................................. Hotels and lodging pl.act's (70). 

{
Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing eervll'<'~ . . .. .. . .••...... LaunderirlJ!:, cleaning, and dyeing services (721, 722, 7'lJ 7). 

O.ther personal services.......................... {Dressmaking shops (7271 l), 
All other pcrsonnl services................................. Shoe repair shops (725). 

Miscellaneous personal services (723, 724, 726, 7291. 

{

Radio broadcasting and trJ"'·!sion (77). 
Theaters and motion pictures (78, 7U2l. 

Entertainment nnd recreation services........... Entertainment and recreation serl'lces... .... •.. ....•.••.. BL>wllng alleys, and bllllard and pool parlors (793). 
Ml=llaneous entertainment and recreation services (791, 79-1-700, 

709). 

M di I {Medical and oth~r health services,. except hospitals (80 exc. 800). c ca nnd other health services ................ Medical and other health sen-Ices ......•.•••...•......••.. Hospitals (!!06). 

Educational services, ~overnmcnt.......... ... . . . Eduel>tional servle<"s, ~overnment...... . . .... ... . ...•.••.. Educational services, go1·ernment}cs2 84) 
Educational services, private.-.................. Educnt!onal services, private.............................. Educational ""rvlces, private • • 

w 11 ll l d be h' l {Wellare and religious services (866, 8117). 
f e are, re g ous, an mem rs 1P organ i:atlons......... Non1>rollt membership orga.uitntlollll (861-865, 861J). 

-Other professional nnd related services........... {Legal services (81). 
[Legal, engineering, and misc. professional services......... Engineering and srcbltectural services (891). 

Mlscellaneo1111 profell!llnnnl and reluted servloos (89 exc. 891). 

Public administration .••........••.••..••••.•••• Federal public administration .................. -·-····--·· Federal public administration (I)()') f Postal service •. ······-···································· Pl>lltal ll<lt'vice } 

ls•·t d J I bl" d 1 1st tJ {State public adminlRtratlon • "".e an oca pu IC a m n. ra on .......•.•. ·•••·••••·. Looal public admlnlstrntlon 

Industry not reported .•••.• ····-··............... lndustry not reported ...... ·····-··....................... Industry not reported (99). 

NOTE: See Executive Office ol tlm President, Bureau of the Budget, .'ltand1ird Indmtrial Cl1111iftcation Manual, Vol. I, Manufac;turlng Indmtrit1, Part 1 (!'<ovember tg4~ 
edition); and Vol. II, Nonmanufawrlnu lnduatrlea (May ID49 edition), Waohington, D. C. 

1 Components olSIC categories 33112 and 3399 are allocated between "Other primary iron and steel Industries" and "Primary nonferrous ind1wtrles" on a ferrous-nonferrous basis. 
'Components of SIC categoric, 3463 and 3489 are allocated bl'twooa "Fabricated steel products" and "Fabricated nonferrous metal products" on a !errous-nonlerrons ha.sis, 
1 In the Population C..nsus system, "not specilled" categories were set up within certain in-11ups to take care of schedule returns whleh were not suIDclentiy precise for alJoca,tlon 

to a s~c category within th~ ~roup. 
• 'Electrlcllght.nnd power" and "Electrle·gas utilities" arr oom'tlined Into a slni:le category In the Volume II tables on detailed industry. 
• Comf)Onents of .SIC C11tegorlcs liOW and 5139 are allocated by type ol mercba.ndloo to the appro[lrlate Population Census whole•ale trade category, wherever possible. 
• "IleaJ,estate" and "Real estate·insurance-law of!lces" are combined into a single cate~!lry In the Volume 11 tables on detailed industry. 
'Dressmaklng shops Me shown separately from the rest of SIC cateitory 7211, which Is lncludlld in "Laundering, cleaning, aud dyeing services." 
•See tBXt tor cxplaiul.tlon ;ii basic di!fcrence between SIC and P1>pulatlon Ce!lSUll in classification of government workers. 
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Jel&tiet:n to St.a.tuiarcl I1ulumill Claui11eation.-List A shows 
for each Population Census ea.tegory the code dellignation of the 
Bimiw care.gory or categorlei! in the Stands.rd Indutn.rial Clasid· 
tieation (!U Cl. Thim relatiormhifJ ill pre11ented here for general 
information p~ only and dOOll not imply complete compara­
bility. The SIC, which wu developed under the sponsorship of 
ihe United State!! Bureau of the Budget, Ls designed for the cl.assi­
fk<&tk>r1 of' indllltry report11 from !lfltablishmentl!, These reports 
a.~. by tl1t)ir Mture II.lid degree of detail, eonlrider11.bly different 
fNmi indUl!try rep<Jrts obtained from howiehold enumeratiom such 
Jll.ll the Population Cetll!W!. A!l 11. resi!lt, many distinctions called for 
in tJi.e BIC cannot he observed in the Population Census. Further­
mc;re, the noodlJJ which the Popul11.tion Census d11.ta are designed to 
rneet frequently diffor from tbe need!! which the establishment 
data rneet. Perlua.p!'I the momt h!l.fllie difference between the two 
11y11tem11 i!<i in th~~ allocation of government workers. The SIC 
euitie~ all government ageueiel'l in a fliingle major group, whereS!! 
1he Pc~pulation Ct•nii\11~ indu11tri11.l elaooifieation ~yl'tem allocate~ 
thrm amoup; the various groupi! &Ce-Ording to typti of activity, All 

explained in thi> next paragraph. 
DeA:nition. of "Public a.dntlllistra.tion,"-The majo.r group 

"Public a.dmi11imtratit:m" ineludM only those activities which am 
1miquely govE>rtml.fmtAl funetioms, imeh as legislative and judici11.l 
activitiflll and mo11t oJ the activities in the executive agencies. 
Gov!ll"llroent ageneioo engaged in edueationa.1 and medical services 
a.nd in activities commonly carried on also by priva.te enterprises, 
suc,h All tra.nsportation a.nd manufll.Ciuring, are cl.auified in the 
appropriate industrial category. :For example, persons employed 
by a ho111pit&! are ellltililified in the "hospitals" c11.tegory, regardless 
m whether they are p.aid from private or public funds. The 
tot&! number of government. workers appean here in the d11.ta on 
cu of worker; of particular significance in this connection is the 
erc!'M-ebwiifiea.tion of industry b~· clalls of worker (table 83). 

Jl.ela.tion. to eertain occup11.tion groups.-In the Populll.tion 
Cen111us cl.lllUification s~·11tem11, the industry category "Agriculture" 
ll! momewba.t more inelullive than the total of the two ma.jor occu­
pation groupi!, "Farmerm and farm m&n&gers" and "Farm laborers 
and foremen." The indumtry category include!, in addition to all 
pen10Ill! in theme two major occupation groups, (a) other persons 
employed on farmm, ~uch as truck drivers, mechanics, and book­
keepers, and (bl peril-Oil.!! engaged in Agricultural activities other 
than strktly farm oper11.tion, such as crop dusting or spraying, 
eoUon ginning, &nd land11eape g&l'dening. Similarly, the industry 
ca.tegory "Private hoillleholdm" is wme11·hat more inclusive than 
the majo,r occupation group "Private houll<'hold workers." In 
addit.ion ~1 the hoWJek.cepen, la.undr~. and miscellaneous types 
m domel!t1e work.err; covered by the major oceup11.tion group, the 
indulltry category ir1tludei\ peM!Ons in occupations such e.s chauf­
feur and lleeretary, if they work fo·r private households. 

Clan of Worker 

The e~-!)f·worker informa.tion, a.s noted above, refers to the 
1111.me job am doeti the oocupation a.nd industry information. The 
all1l<'Ation. of 11. peJ'l!IOn to a pa.rticular elB.lll'l-of-worker category is 
buie.a.lly mdependent, however, of the occupation or indll!ltrv 
in which he 'Workcd. The ellWlificat.ion by elalls of worker consist.s 
of four eategc,rirui 'I'. hieh a.re defined 11/l! follows: 

.l Primi.te wage and imlary workers.-Pcnons who 'lrnrkcd for 
a. pnvaw Nuployn for 'l'.&g!'l!I, 11.alary, commisl!.ion, tips, pa,·-in-
lund, or at p~cc r.11.tt•11L • 

2. O'overnment WMkers,,-Periwn11 wbo worked for any govern_. 
ffl<i>~1tll.I urnt (F!·~ral, !{tate, or loeal), rt'gardless of the activity 
·dneli thf" pa.rtwular a.gE>ney ra.rri1•d on. 

3. S.ltlf"t:mployetl.worken,--Pcllil()n~ w!.o w·orkt>d for profit or 
f!'ff rn H1t•ir •n:1n b1lli!mPl!lfit. pmfrl!»l>iun, or tra<lf', or who opnated a 
fa.rr:n either W'i au owner or fa•nant. Inelud1>d h~·re &!"I' the owner­
or~rato~ of la.rw• l!lt.4.>rt'l!I. &111! fll&llllfM~turing Cl!tabli~hnlC'ut11 AH 
wdl Al4 !!mia.11 mndiant~. md1•11t·nclt>11t eraft~mc·u 11.J1d professional 
1n ... n, famir.~ni. pt•dtilt•fll. aud otlll'r p!'l'l«)n~ 1dm conducted entf'r­
J'.>tW!'lil nf th1•1r olrn Pn~u11~ pa.id to m1U1age bl.1.!!ine~8 or farm 
<1w·m•tl by t~tlwr f~r11om ()r hy eC>rpora.tionR, on the other hand, a,:; 

cl888!1ied 11.11 private wage and salary workers (or, in some few cases, 
aa government workers). 

4. Unpaid family workera.-Persons who worked without pay 
on a fann or in a business oper11.ted by a member of the household 
to whom they a.re related by blood or ma.rria.ge. The great I,najor­
ity of unpa.id family worken a.re farm laborers. 

The rel11.tively small number of persons for whom class of 
worker was not reported has been included among private wage 
and salary workers unless there was evidence on the census schedule· 
that they should have been classified in one of the other class-of­
worker categories. 

Quality of Data 

The omission from the 111.bor force of an appreciable number of 
workers (mainly youths, women, and part-time workers), as ex­
pla.ined in the section on "Employment sta.tus," has probably re­
sult.ed in some understatement in many of the occupation, indus­
try. and clMs-of-worker figures. Another factor to be considererl 
in the Interpretation of these data is that enumerators sometimes 
returned occupation 11.nd industry designations which were not 
1111fficlently specific for precise allocation. One cause may have 
been the enumerator's carelessne!'s or hiR Jack of knowledge of how 
to describe a. particular job on the census schedule. Another 
possible cause WM lack of adequate knowledge about the worker's 
job on the part of the housewife or other person from whom the 
enumerator obta.ined the information. Indefinite occupation and 
industry returns can freqnentlv be assigned, however, to the appro­
priat.e category through the use of supplementary information. 
For example, in the case of occupation, the industry return on the 
census schedule is often of great assistance. In the ca.se of in­
definite industry returns, helpful information can frequently be 
obtained from outside sources regarding the types of industrial 
activity in the given area. The ha.sic document used in the alloca­
tion of the l!chedule returns of occupation and industry to the 
appropriate categories of the cla.ssification systems is the publica­
tion, U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Popula.tion, Alpha­
betical Indez of Occitpa.tions and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

It can be expected that the application of detailed occupational 
a.nd industrial classifications to approximately 60 million workers 
will be subject to some error. Although the number of misclas8i­
fica.tions probably does not h!l.ve any serious effect on the useful­
ness of most of the data, there are a few cases where relativelv 
sma.U numbers of erroneous returns may produce what might b~ 
regarded as a serious misstatement of the facts. These cases 
relate ma.inly to the numbers of women and chi1dren shown in 
occupations which are unueual for such persons, and to the 
government workers shown in industries that are ordinarily not 
carried on by government agencies. Some of the more obvious 
misclMsifications have been adjusted, but it was not possible to 
perform a complete review of the data for small discrepancies. 

Comparability 

1940 Census data.-The changes in schedule design and inter­
viewing techniques for the labor force questions, as explained in the 
11ection on "Employment status," do not affect comparability 
between 1940 and 1950 for most of the occupation, industry, and 
cthlaRs-of-wo~kel' categories. There is evidence, however, that, for 

e categones which include relatively large proportions of female 
unpairl family workers ("Farm laborers unpaid family workers " 
"Agri:ulture," a.nd "Unpaid family wo;kers"), the I 940 data a~e 
sometimes understated by an appreciable amount relative to J 950. 

For experienced unemployed persons the 1950 occupation data 
are n~t compar11.ble with the data shown in the 1940 Third Series 
bulletmR. The occupation data for public emergency workers 
{one of the two component groups of the unemploved in 1940) 
refer to "current joh," whereaR the "la.'!t joh" of th; nnC'mplovecl 
was reported in 1950. · 

The occupa.tionlll and industrial ela.~8ification sy8tem8 used in 1940 
arc basically the same as those of 1950. There are a number of 
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differences, however, in the title and content for certain items 
and in the degre~ of detail Hhown for the various major groupH. A 
complete analysrn of clasHification differences between 1940 and 
1950 is in preparation. The 1940 classification syHtem for cla8s of 
worker is comparable with the 1950 classification sy:;tcm. 

The 1940 occupation and industry data shown in this volume 
include adjustments which ta.kc account of the differencrt! betwrcm 
the 1940 and 1950 classification systems. These adju~tments werr 
based ma.inly on estimates developed from figures for the countrv 
as a. whole, rather than from a. detailed evaluation of the va.rio~s 
classification differences in ea.ch State. 

In addition, satisfactory numerical infonnation wa.s not always 
available on the effect of some classification changes, even on a. na­
tion&l level. Furthermore, there were certain differences between the 
1940 and 1950 coding and editing procedures which could not he 
measured statistically. Caution should be exercised, therefore, in 
interpreting small numerical changes. Caution should also be 
exercised with regard to large relative increases in the numberR of 
women engaged in occupations which a.re unusual for women. 
Although it is certainly true that women have expanded the range 
of their occupational activities during the la.At decade, the figures 
shown here may, in some ell.lies, tend to overstate this expansion 
because more intensive checking of questionable returns of this 
type was performed in 1940 than in 1950; this is particularly true 
of the railroad occupations. 

The 1940 data on occupation, industry, and class of worker 
shown in this volume have been revised to eliminate members of 
the armed forces, in order to achieve comparability with the 1!150 
figures for the employed which are limited to civilians. In the 
occupation tables of the 1940 reports, the armed forces were 
mainly included in the major group "Protective service workers.'' 
In the industry tables, the armed forces were all included in the 
major group "Government." In the class-of-worker tables, the 
armed forces were all included in the category "Government 
workers" (or in the total "Wage or sa.la.ry workers"). 

The 1940 major occupation group figures pregented in Chapter 
C of this volume ma.y differ in some cases from the corresponding 
figures presented in Chapter B. The revised figures shown in 
Chapter C were developed by a. more detailed analysis of the 
1940-1!150 classification differences than were the figures in 
Chapter B. 

1930 and earlier census data..-Prior to 1940, the census data 
on the economically active population referred to "gainful workers" 
rather than to "labor force." The differences between these two 
concepts are described in the section on "Employment status." 
The effects of this variation in approach on the various occupation 
and industry categories are virtually impossible to measure. For 
most categories, the number of gainful workers is probably 
equivalent to the number of persons in the experienced civilian 
labor force. For certain categories, particularly those with rela­
tively large numbers of seasonal workers, the gainful worker 
figures are probably somewhat greater than the labor force figures. 

The occupational and industrial classification systems used in 
the 1930 Census a.nd earlier censuses were markedly different from 
the 1950 systems. The relationship between the present and 
earlier systems is being analyzed, and the results of the study will 
be made available by the Census Bureau. For information on 
occupation and industry data from 1930 and earlier censuses, see 
the publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census 
Reports, Population, Comparative Occupation Statistics for the 
United States, 1870 to 1940, Washington, D. C., 1943. 

Other da.ta.-Comparability between the statistics presented in 
this volume and statistics from other sources is frequently affected 
by the use of different classification systems, as well as by many of 
the factors described in the para.graphs on comparability with 
Current Population Survey data and other data in the section on 
"Employment status." 

INCOME 

Definitions 

Components of income.-Inromc, as defined in the 1950 Census 
is the Rum of money received from wagc>i or 11alariel'I, net incorn~ 
(or lofll!l) from self-employment, and income other than earnings. 
The figur~ in this report represent the a.mount of income received 
before deductions for personal income taxe~, 1<ocial security, bond 
purch8.S<'-R, union dueH, etc. 

Receipts from the fo\lowiug ~ourcPA were not included a.q income: 
money received from the sale of property, unless the recipient was 
engaged in the business of selling ~uch property; the value of 
income "in kind," Hnch ai; food produced and con;;umed in the 
home or free living quartere; withdrawalK of bank deposit8; money 
borrowed; ta.x refunds; gifts a.nd lump-sum inheritance,; or insurance 
paymentfi. 

Information wa.s request.eel of a 20-pcrcent sample of persons 14 
years of age and over on the following income categories: (a) The 
a.mount of money wages or salary received in 1!)4!J; (b) the a.mount 
of net money income received from self-employment in J 949; and 
(c) the amount of other money income received in J!J49. If the 
person was the head of a family, these three questions were 
repeated for the other family members as a group in order to 
obtain the income of the whole family. The composition of 
families is a.s found at the time of interview, although the time 
period covered by the income statistics is the calendar year 1949. 
Specific definitions of these three categories are as follows; 

I. TV ages or salary.-This is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee. It includes wages 
salary, armed forces pay, commis~ions, tips, piece-rate paymei1ts: 
and cash bonuses earned. 

2. Self-employment income.-This is defined as net money 
income (gross receipts minus 01>erating expenses) from a business, 
farm, or professional enterprise in which the person was engaged 
on his own account or a.s an uniucofPOrated employer. Gross 
receipts include the \•a.lue of all goods sold and services rendered. 
Expenses include the costs of goods purchased, rent, heat, light1 power, depreciation charges, wages and salAries pa.id, business 
taxes, etc. 

3. Income other than earnings.-This includes money income 
reeeh·ed from sources other than wages or salary a.nd self-employ­
ment, such as net income (or loss) from rents or receipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, dividends, and periodic 
income from estates and trust funds; pensionR; veterans' payments, 
armed forces allotments for dependents, and other governmental 
payments or &>!Sista.nee; a.nd other income such a.s contributions 
for support from persons who are not members of the household, 
alimony, and periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities. 

Statistics on the income of families and unrelated individuals 
are presented in Chapter B. Unrelated individuals a.re shown by 
the amount of their own income; for family groups, however, the 
combined incomes of all members of each family are treated as a. 
single amount. In Chapter C, data are presented for a.JI persons 
14 years of age and over, ta.bula.ted by tho amount of their own 
income. 

Quality of the Income Data 

The figures in this census, as in all field surveys of income, are 
subject to errors of respomm and nonreporting. In most cases 
the schedule entries for income are based not on records but on 
memory, usually that of the housewife. The memory factor in 
data derived from field surveys of income probably produces 
underestimates, because the tendency is to forget minor or irregular 
sources of income. Other errors of reporting are due to misunder­
standing of the income questions or to misrepresentation. 

A possible source of understatement in the figures on family 
income was the assumption in the editing process that there was 
no other income in the family when only the head's income was 
reported. It is estimated that this assumption was ma.de for 
a.bout 5 percent of the families. This procedure was adopted in 
order to make maximum use of the information obtained. In the 
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l&rge majority of llw fully rerx>rt<!'l:l c&Me;i, dw lw11.d'11 i11corne cou­
ut.ituu'd .all or n111•t of tht• tut.al family ineotn~'. 

Ttw irH·omte' uihlt·'' in Ch11ptN B indud!' in th1• lowe~t incomc> 
ii;rm1p (utidt"r !j,f,()(JJ 1im11<• !atnilit~ and u1m·latPd individuals who 
Wert• (Jltllllllfie,d Ml haVitlll; TIO WHJ ]ll('Orllt'. a~1 <frfinf'fi in the ('f'UHU~. 
F'or the <~•mntr~· &Ii a who'tt>, ahout n l>t'rN•n t of the families and 
tmrelated i111dividulll.lm1 wi•re ri·portt•d Ill> having no irwome. :\bny 
f>f t11e11<' werfi! 11\·inlll: m1 inr.oll'l!' "in kind," ~avinl!;~. or RiftH, or were 
me11vl~· en,11.ttod !11.milielll or faruilit.'8 in w hi Ph the iiol!~ breadwirmer 
had r~imm11y dfod or li;ft the hou~•,hold. A rdativd.Y 111.rl'le pro­
f>0rtio11, howt1\rf,r, pmhahly had !!!lllH! monev lmiorm: which wru; 
tu.it re<lOrded in the c1.~mm~. . 

Althou!!h thf' Ul.50 I :f,nmul! inr(!llHi dllta ar1: 11uhjf1ct to these 
UmitationN, tllf'y app1•1.r to h" of about the "arm• quality M those 
ohta.Lmi)d from thll Cummt l'<'pulation Hurvey, whieh hll.I! providerl 
a t«ml'li~terit lil'ri1•f!I of nati011al ·e,r,timaH·R of tlrn dl!!trihution of 
t't}fll!imu~r im,om~· 12fach year 11ine(; H!H, 

ComparabUlty 

1940 C•ri.1n.u1 data.- ~Jn 1940 Ill! per~om1 14 yt'afl! Cff age and 
ovl'r wl're 11..Mkf'fl to report (1~) th1' arnount of money wage~ or 
!!!alary reN•1w•d in l!J3!111.nd (b) wheth1•r income amountiug to $50 
or more wa1' reePivN:! in Hl3!1 from 1-1oureel'i othn than money 
WILl'\l'R or :.alarif";;, ( 'omparabl1• wage or M.fllar,\ income di~tributions 
for lll40 am! HJ[10 are pre~erited in table !J.1 of thiR report. All 
of thl' othFr HJ.">O <'emium inc•mm! data .;,hown in this report relate 
to total mtmt'.Y income awl art' mor1" ind u~ive than are the statist.ici; 
from the 1 gm Cenmu~. 

Income tu da.t&.·- Ft>r fit'Veral r!\:L!'l<Jrni, th1.' irn!Omc data shown 
in thii!i rt>port are not direetly compm.rahle with thoRe which mav 
be obtaim,(f from mt.afoitical filummarieR of ineomf' tax return~. 
Income M defined for tax purpo;wlil differs llomewhat from the 
Bureau of the Ct·u~uH conet·pL MorNJn•r, the coverage of income 
tax 11tati11tic1J1 i~ lt\:Si~ inclu~iVI' rn\CliU!'iC of the exernptiur;S of persons 
having tun.all 11.mom1t>1 c;f income. Furt ht•rmore, 11ome of the 

income tax returns are filed as separate returns and others as 
joiut returns; and, consequently, the income reporting unit ii;; not 
cou~istently either a family or a person. 

Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insure.nee wage recol.'d de.ta.­
The wage or salary data Hhown in this report are not directly 
comparable with thoHe which may be obtained from the wage 
records of the Bureau of Old Age al\d Survivors Insurance for 
Revera! retll'ons. The coverage of the wage record data for 1949 
i~ Jess inchtHive than the I \)50 Census data because of the exclusion 
of the wage;; or Ralaries of such groups as domestic servants, farm 
laborerH, governrnental employees, and employees of nonprofit 
iustitutionR. F'urthermore, no wages or salaries received from 
any one employer in excess of $3.000 in 1949 are covered by the 
wage record data. F'inally, as the Bureau of the Census data are 
obtained by household interviews, they will differ from the Old 
Age and 811rvh'ors Insurance wage record data which are based 
upon employerR' wports. 

Office of Business Economics State income payments series.­
The Office of BuRineRH E\~OnomicR of the Department of Commerce 
publiKhcs data on the aggregate income received by the population 
in each State. If the aggregate income were estimated from the 
iucome distributions shown in this report, it would be smaller 
than that shown in the State income payments series for several 
rea.Rons. The Bureau of the Census data are obtained by house­
hold interview, whereas the State income payments series is 
eHtimated largely on the basis of data derived from business aud 
governmental l!OUrccH. Moreover, the definitions of income are 
different. The State income payments series includes some items 
not included in lhe income data shown in this report, such as 
incorne in kind, the value of the services of banks and other 
financial intermediarieR rendered to persons without the assessment 
of fipecific chargCH, and the income of persons who died or emigrated 
prior to April I, 1950. On the other hand, the Bureau of the 
CenslJH income data include contributions for support received 
from peri;ons not residing in the same living quarters. 

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE DATA 
SAMPLE DESIGN 

Horne of the data in tlw tahleit! which follow are indicated bv 
a11tf!lri11.km or by headr><itei; 11.11 being l1&"1'•<l on information asked ~f 
~ reprll!lent.at.ive 2()...pereent 11111nple of the population. A 1:1eparate 
Im~! wa~ pri'.v1d~I on the popnlat.i:m 11ehedulL';I for each per~on en11-
rr1i>ratef!, with Pvery fifth limi dti8i11;m1.tpd as a sample line. Within 
ea.eh enumeration tli~trirt, the ll('he•lulm1 were diviclerl approxi­
tt1au,ly t".1u!Ll.ly amm1g fin• vel'l:'lion~. On i~ac'h wrl'!ion t11C> ~ample 
ecir1f!ltitut.ed A d1ffo:rPnt ~r·t of lim•H !ho that ead1 lirH' 011 thr Hchedule 
Wal'\ in thl' K&mple <Jll one of the five n•r>iiorn-<. The personH 
emmH~ratf'fl ou th<•;;e Mnnple lineM weft" w<kerl all of the prrtirwut 
ii!amr>le CJU·l'>'tirm;;.• 

AlthnuRh th1• proct"1l11re" 11~·d rlid not a.ntomatic•allv iln•ure an 
l'xiu·t 20·p<•reent '4amplt• nf pf'n<on~ in mwh !ocalitv: th!•v wPrP 
unhill.IM'l•l and for !11.rRf' a.rea;i tlit• d1•viatinn from 20· perc'e;1t waH 
1•xi.><'rtNI t.o ht> quitf' ~mall. Small hia~P~. howi:vPr, aroHe when the 
:·n11!l1i>rat.or fail•·<·! tn follow hi~ 11amplin11: in~tmctionR Pxactlv. 
fht•%€' h1a~"11 wrrt• U•tu1.lly in tbi• rlirPrtion of a klight unclf'·r­
r:,rH'e"t'nt11.t1on of a•lult malt'>', 11artirulal'ly hPar!" of hollsf'hold><, 
wnth the rt>l'<ult that tlw ~11.rnpl!' of all l~'r"011, w&H verv R!iglitlv 
1md1'!" 2'0 r11~r<'!'l1t, In the l'nit~·d ~ta.t.PH :a.~ a who!P, the 1;roportio.n 
of tht' tir

1
t11>l population 1•rmmer11wd in tht• 1<ampl« wa11 l\l.\15 

Pffl'm>nt, t.1f4 l>topnrtrnn of ho1111ehold 111,aill'I l\1.73 percent, and the 
PrttT~•rt.1<111 oif all .ot!1n JH"fiAOX.t~ 20.01 pnrtmt, The proportion of 
thl' tot.al!'.'..'2'ull!l.t.wn Ill !ht! ~amp!P, hy l'f':ll;ion>-, wa~ l!UH Jl<'f('t'llt 

• r.,, Hi . nf ~~·f ~i·tii~~a.H .f.i.tu1 (Han, thP P.3.m~,1~~ i:ow\t~•tt>J ha~fo.ally Hf PVt•ry fifth 
~~d ·f"hv> ltt<'Y ltlw:~t '0mi!f!f~\l:· {fH\f'HtioYm Wf'rfi diFN'tf•d t1, nJJ tlf'1''.!W~IH ill t?it' hOUS('­

tr1:.~:i~\ A "hHYr:ll~4~~:11·1d ~~llHI•k" t·tf thfri. tyt1t1 WWi lJ,:W,f';d UP nn •·xpt•r!mt'rt'lt t.n dPt,•rmine tht• 
ff .~~LYi/11)' Hf %:Ud'l ~~tt' pk·~1 !11 ftllt\ll'I' ~'1"'•rtf'.U.W ;, f•f l,KII;!,ih~Uitn, 

in the Northeast, 19.93 in the North Central, 19.97 in the South 
and 1 !Ul6 in the West. Among States, the proportions in th~ 
Rample ranged from 19.86 percent to 20.00 percent.s 

Estimates of the number of persons with specified characteristics 
has:d on Rample data have in all cases heen obtained by multi­
iilymg the number of perAons in the sample with .these charac­
teristics by five. Estimates of percentages have been obtained in 
each ease by u~ing the sample values for both the numerator and 
denominator. 

SAMPLING VARIABILITY 

The figures based on the 20-percent sample are subject to 
1-1ampling variability which can be estimated from the standard 
errors shown in tables A and B. These tables do not reflect the 
effects of the biases mentioned above. The standard error is a 
measure of sampling variability. The chances are about 2 out 
of ~ that the 1liffcrcnce due to sampling variability between an 
estimate ancl the figure that would have been obtained from a 
(''.Jmplete count of the population is Jess than the standard error. 
1. he .amount by which the standard error must be multiplied to 
obt~111. otJier o<lds deemed more appropriate can be found in most 
~tattst1cal textbooks. For example, the chances are about 19 out 
of 20 that the difference is less than twice the standard error and 
ml out of 1,00 that it is less than 2% times the standard error'. 

llluHi~ation: Let us nssurne that for a particular city with a 
populatwn of 100,000 table 62 shows that there were an estimated 

1 In the ex1••rinwntal areas of Michigan and Ohio, biases due to the unuere11umer­
•1tion o'. hou,ehold heads did not oxlst, although some other small problems aroso, 
t NllUJRt some imumerators made errors In the selection or tho sample in Institutions. 
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900 persons 10 years of.age who were enrolled in school (90 percent 
of the 1,000 in this age group). Table A shows that the standard 
error for an estimate of. 900 in areas with 100,000 inhabitants is 
about 70. Consequently, the chances are about 2 out of 3 that 
the figure which would have been obtained from a complete count 
of the number of persons 10 years of age who are enrolled in school 
in this city differs by less than 70 from the sample estimate. It 
also follows that there is only about 1 chance in 100 that a. com­
plete census result would differ by as much as 175, that is, by 
a.bout 2~ times the number given in the table. Table B shows 
that the standard error of the 90 percent on a base of 1,000 is 2 
percent. For most estimates, linear interpolation will provide 
reasonably accurate results.8 

The standard errors shown in Tables A and B a.re not directly 
applicable to differences between two sample estimates. These 
tables are to be applied differently in the three following types of 
differences: 

1. The difference may be one between a sample figure and one 
based on a complete count, e. g., arisin!? from comparisons be­
tween 1950 data and those for 1940 or earller years. This standard 
error of a difference of this type is identical with the variability 
of the 1950 estimate. 

2. The difference may be one between two sample estimates 
one of which represents a subclass of the other. This case wili 
usually occur when a residual of a distribution is needed. For 
example, an estimate of the number of persons 7 to 13 years of 
age not enrolled in school can be obtained by subtracting the esti­
mate of the number enrolled as shown in table 18 from the sample 
estimate of the total number in that age group. Tables A and B 
can be used directly for a difference of this type, with the differ­
ence considered as a sample estimate. 

3. The standard error of any other type of difference will be 
approximately the square root of the sum of the squares of the 
standard error of each estimate considered separately. This 
formula will represent the actual standard error quite accurately 
for the difference between estimates of the same characteristic in 
two different areas, or for the difference between separate and 
uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. If, however, there 
is a high positive correlation between the two characteristics, the 
formula will overestimate the true standard error. 

Some of the tables present estimates of medl&ns (e. g., median 
yea.rs of school completed, median income) as well as the corre~ 
spending distributions. The sampling variability of estimates of 
medians depends on the distribution upon which the medians are 
ba.sed.7 

•A closer approximation of a standard error ln table .A may be obtained by ualng 

2.l(x) /!_!!_ where x Is the size of the estimate and T Is the total population of the area; "\'x T 
In table B, tho approximation Is 2.1.Jl'(l;P) where P Is the percentage belngestlIJlated 

and y the size of the base. For example, the approximation provided by the above 
formula of the standard error of an estimate of 100,000 (x) In an area with a total popuia· 
tlon of lW,000 (T) Is 4al; linear Interpolation would yield about 29li. 

1 Tho standard error of a median based on sample data may be estimated as follows: 
If the ootlmated total number reporting the characteristic Is N, compute the number 

N/2- .,/N. Cumulate the frequencies In the table until the class Interval which con. 
talns this number Is located. By linear Interpolation, obtain the value below whlch 

N/2-./N cases lie. In a slmlla.r manner, obtain the value below which N/2+./N 
cases lie. If lnlormatlon on the characteristic had been obtained from the total popula· 
tlon, tho chances are about 2 out of 3 that the median would lie between these two 
values. The chanoos will be !\bout lll out of~ that the xnedlan will be In the lnUrval 

computed similarly but ualng~.1:2./N and about ll9 In 100 that It will be In tbe ID· 

N 
terval obtained by using pl: '2.6~. 

RATIO ESTIMATES 

It is possible to make an improved estimate of an absolute 
number (improved in the sense that the standard error is smaller) 
whenever the class in question forms a part of a larger group for 
which both a sample estimate and a complete count are available. 
This alternative estimate is particularly useful when the charac­
teristic being estimated is a substantial part of the larger group; 
when the proportion is small, the improvement will be relatively 
minor. The improved estimate (usually referred to as a "ratio 
estimate") may be obtained by multiplying a percentage based 
on sample data by the figure which represents the complete count 
of the base of the percentage. 

The effect of using ratio estimates of this type is, in general, to 
reduce the relative sampling variability from that shown for an 
estimate of a given size in table A to that shown for the corre­
sponding percentage in table B. Estimates of these types are 
not being published by the Bureau of the Census because of the 
much higher cost necessary for their preparation than for the 
estimates derived by multiplying the sample result by five. 

TABLE A.-STANDAP.D ER.llOR. OF ErnMATlID NuMBilR 

[Ra.ngc of 2 chanOO<l out of 3] 

Estimated 
Popnlation of area 1 

number 1,000 [ 10,000 211,000[ 100,ooo 200,000 11,ooo,oool s,ooo,ooolu,000,000 

50................. 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 
100................ 20 20 20 al 20 al 20 20 
2W................ 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 
000................ 30 {JO {JO Ii(} Ii(} {JO {JO 50 
1,000. ----·-------- 20 60 60 70 70 70 70 70 2,ll()() ______________ ····-- 00 100 100 100 100 100 100 
6,00CL •.•..••••.••• •••••• l!O 130 140 140 IW 150 150 
10,000 .••••.••••••• -··-·- 60 160 lOO 200 210 210 210 
16,000 .••.•.••••••• ·····- ····-·· 170 uo 200 200 250 2/iO 
26,000. ·······-··-· -····· .•••••• 00 290 310 3~ 330 330 

liO,OOO ••••••••••••• ···-·· ···-··· •••••• 340 420 4{J() 460 460 
76,000. ---·--······ •••••• ··----- ··-·-- 310 480 l550 660 560 
100,000. ·-··-······ •••••• ••••••• ••...• 180 520 620 650 650 
2W,OOO. •••··•••••• -····· ---··-- -·---· ··--···· 200 910 1, 010 1. 030 
000,000. ---······-· --··-- ·---·-· --··-· -··-·· •• -···-··· 1, 070 1, 300 1. 440 
1,000,000 .•••••••••••••••• ·--·-·· -----· ---·-··- -·--··-- 570 1.870 2.000 

tSi~::·:::::::: :::::: ::::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::::: ::::::::: ---~:~- H~ 
16,000,000 ••.••••••• ·-·--· ------- -----· --····-- ··-··--· -·-·--·-· ······--- 2, 220 

1 An area la the smB))est complete geographic area to which the estimate under con· 
slderatloo pert&tns. Thus the area may be the State, city, county, standard metro· 
polltan area, urbanized area, or the urban or rural portlon 01 the State or county. The 
rural-farm or IUl'lll-noo!arm population of the State or county, tbe nonwhite popula­
tion, ete., do not represent complete areas. 

!ABLB B.-STA.NDARD ER.:ao11. o:F EsnMATlID PnCENTAGB 

[Range at 2 chances out of 3] 

Estimated 
Base of peroootage 

percentage 
roo 1,000 2,MO 10,000 25,000 100,000 500,000 6,000,000 

---------------
2 or 98 .•••••••••••••• 1.3 0.9 o. ~ 0.3 0.2 0.1 .... oT ... __ .......... 
6or116 ............... 2.0 1. ~ o. 0 0.6 0.11 0.1 
10 or 00 •••••••••••••• 2.8 2.0 l. 2 o. 6 0.4 0.2 0.1 
211 or 76 •••••••••••••• (,0 2.8 1.8 0.9 0.11 0.3 0.1 .................. 
llO ••••••••••••••••••• t.6 a.a 2.1 1.0 o. 7 0.3 O.l ................... 



MINNE.SOT.A 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS AND CONSTITUENT PARTS 

Thi• Duluth··Hupterior Htandarct Metropolitan Area compri!'lf~B fit. Lciuii1 County in Minnesota and Douglas County in Wisconsin. 
The Mmne111p<>li!t-Ht. Pa.ul Htandard ~frtrnpnhtan Area comprises Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, and Ramsey Counties. 



LIST OF CORRECTIONS 
Thi• volwnr h .. boon prepared primarily by aooembling and binding the lllatiotie&I 

J!Or1ioll6 of provio ... ly i&OUcd Lulletin• whi.lh constituted prepriJI~ ob&plerw. This 
p01blita.tion plan -..~ed to ~e public funds. The~ ..,,.,...i.g 11&\n' 

rep.-nt eb&ngea w hieh wowd ol"linuily hare boon ma.de if the vollllllo hAd boon pre­
pared by reprinting the eo11lenta of the bulletins. 

.6 

6 17 

CJlOli l/00 COUNrr: Boundary l!De beWeen I..-..J.e mid Wolford towMhil"' not show, 

HARSHAU. COO!lrl: Nelaon Park tov'1ah1p - .. Nel#Oll. 

01TER 1AIL OOUNn'.: N..., ot .Aurdal. w.mahip not ohoW!l. 

ITASCA COUNTY: Oteneagen tovnshi~ shown ao Oc-..gen.. 

XXXI 
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