
Characteristics of the Population 

GENERAL 

The major portion of'the information on the population of this 
State, compiled from the Censuses of Population and Housing of 
1950, is presented in this volume. It containi-l three chapters 
previously published as separate bulletins. Chapter A recapitu
lates the statistics on the diRtribution of the total population within 
the State (originally published in tllC Series P-A bulletin and in 
Volume I); Chapter B preRents statistics on tho general character
istics of the population of the various political subdivisions of the 
State, such as counties and cities, as well aR of standard metropol
itan areas and urbanized areas (originally published in the Series 
P-B bulletin); and Chapter C presents data on the detailed char
acteristics of the population of the larger areas within the State 
(originally published in the Series P-C bulletin). 

The major part of this volume is devoted to the presentation of 
information on the characteristics of the population. Statistics 
on the general characteristics contained in Chapter B include data 
on urban-rural residence, age, sex, race, nativity, citizenship, 
country of birth, school enrollment, years of school completed, 
marital statuR, residence in l!l·Hl, employment statu>i, occupation, 
industry, class of worker, and family income. In Chapter C, 
information on most of these charactmfaties is presented again 
but in greater detail. The statistics in Chapter C include cross
classificatiomi of ago with race, nativity, citizenship, marital status, 
relationship to household head, education, and employment 
status; the occupational and industrial attachments of the labor 
force; and personal income. The general content of the tables in 
Chapter B and Chapter C is indicated in the charts on pp, viii 
and ix. 

Additional reports arc also planned on such subjects as mobility 
of the population, characteristics of familie>i and households, 
nativity and parentage, institutional population, characteristici; 
of the nonwhite population by race, and charactcristiel:l of the labor 
force. The,.;c special reports will relate mainly to the United 
States and regions. In some cases, a few tables for States ancl 
other large areas will also be included. 

Statbtics on the nurnl>cr of inhabitants as shown in Chapter A 
in this volume arc all based on complete counts of the population. 
Similarly, the stath;tics on the general characteristics of the popu
lation presented in Cha11tcr B are based ou complete countH except 
in the ease of thoRe charactoristicR, ~meh as 8Chool enrollment 
and income, that were reported for only 20 percent of the popula
tion. For Chapter C, only the tabulations relating to occupat.ion 
and inclustry are based on complete counts; all the other tabula
tions arc confined Lo tho 20-pcrcent sample. Because of sampling 
variability, diITcrcmces may be expected between figures obtained 
from a complete count and the corresponding figures based on the 
20-pcrcent ~ample. Furt.hermore, differences between figures for 
corresponding items in different tables may arise because they 
were prepared from separate tabulations. The resources avail
able did not permit a full adjustment of small processing differ
ences, whereas in earlier censuses such adjustments were made. 

In the Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins, the tables were 
numbered in such a way as to provide a continuous series when 
bound together in'this volume. Thus, tables 1 to 9 present data 
on the number of inhabitants for this State, tables I 0 to 50 present 
the data on general characteristics of the population, and tables 
51 to 94 present the do.ta on detailed characteristics. 

PUBLISHED DATA FOR NONWHITE POPULATION 

In Chapter B, there are a number of tables for the South in which 
aclclitional information on thfl characteristics of the nonwhite popu
lation is presented. These tables-28a, 30a, 32a, 37a, 45a, 48a, 
and 4\la-prcsent statistics on occupation, industry, income, and 
other subjects for the State and areas within the State. Most 
of tho foreign-born white population is to be found outside the 
South. Tables 34a and 42a present statistics on country of birth 
of tho foreign-born white in the North and West. These basic 
differences between the South and other regions arc also recognized 
in tables 3(1, 38, 44, and 50 in which the content for Southern 
States is somewhat different from the content for the Northern 
and Western States. 

In Chapter C, statistics for the nonwhite population are pre
scnwcl for all areas with a relatively largo nonwhite population, 
regardless of the region in which they arc located. Statistics on 
marital status, rclatio11ship to head of household, cducatio11 1 

employment status, and occupation are presented by age for the 
nonwhite population for those States, standard metropolitan 
areas, and cities that had 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants 
in l!l50. For Southern States, separate data on nonwhite persons 
are also presented for those urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural-farm 
parts of tho Stato having 50,000 or moro nonwhite inhabitants. 
(In most of the Northem and Western States, relatively few 
nonwhite persons live in rural areas,) 

Selected statistics arc also presented in Chapter C for the 
population classified by race (white, Negro, and other races) for 
all States and for standard metropolitan areas, and, in some cases, 
cities with a total populaLion of 100,000 or more. These data 
include separate distributions by age, occupation, industry, and 
income. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 

For urban places smaller than 10,000 inhabitants, and for the 
urban and rural parts of counties, only part of the tabulated data 
arc published in Chapter B. A complete listing of tabulated, but 
unpublished, statistics for these areas is contained in the publica
tion, U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. S. Censuses of Population 
and Housing: 1950, Key to Published and 'Tabulated Dnta for Small 
Areas, Washington, D. C., 1951.l 

Some of the detailed statistics tabulated for large arei1s in con
nection with the preparation of Chapter C arc not being publhihccl; 
for example, separate datn. for eu.ch standard metropolitan !Hea. 
and city of 100,000 or more, and certain statistics for the nonwhite 
population. A complete description of thmic unpublhihed data 
can be obtained upon request. 

The tabulated, but unpublished, statistics can be mu.de available 
upon request, for tho cost of transcription or consolido.Lion. If 
enumeration district data arc desired, copies of maps showing 
enumeration district boundaries can also be furnished, usually 
at nominal cost. Requests for such unpublished material should 
be addressed to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 
25, D. C. 

1 Adu1·oss purollasc ordors to th~ Supcrlntondont o! Dooumonts, U. S. Govcmment 
Prlntlng Office, Washington 25, D. 0, Price 30 cents. 
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XII INDIANA 

POPULATION TRENDS 

The State.-'.rhe Territory of Indiana was organized from the 
western pnrt of the Ter1·itory Northwest of the IUvel' Ohio in 
1800, at which time It comprised nearly all of the present State 
of Indiana, together with an nreu now constituting Illinois, 
Wlseonsin, northeastern Minnesota, and western l\llclligan. In 
1802 nn area now constituting the remainder of l\Iiclligun was 
acl!lecl, und In 1802 an<l 1803 minor revisions of the eastern 
bound1n·y took place. 'l'he nrea of the Terl'itory wns greatly 
rednced hy the organization of l\Iiclligan Territory In 1805 and 
of Illinois '.l'errltory in 180D. In 181G, with the ucMition of a 
small striv of Jantl along the northern bonmlary anl1 the sepal·a
tion of an area in the Uvper Peninsula, Indiana was admitted 
to the Union ns the nineteN1th Rtate with boundaries us at present. 
Hi; vo1n1lntion mi .Avril 1, 19u0, according to the SeYenteenth 
Cm1sus, wns 3,H34,224. The State hns n land area of 36,205 
squ1tre miles. In rnrio, there was nu a\'ernge of 108.7 inhabitants 
Pl'r square mile llH eomparecl with an UYernge of 9!.7 in 1040. 
Among tht' States, Irnlluua r1mke<1 twelfth in 11opnlatlon and 
thirty-!:'.l'Ycnth in lancl urea. 

Ill 18:l0, the Jlrst year in which it was enumerated as a State 
111 n lPeclernl censn~. Irnliaun lrn<l a populn tion of 147,178 (table 
1). In rnrio, 130 ~·l'Ul'S lntPI', its vo1iulutlon wus almost 27 times 
as !urge. 'l'lw most raI>l<l rnte of growth in the twentieth century 
occurred lll'tW<'Pll 1!}40 nnd l!l50, when an increase of 14.8 
111~rc<•nt wns recorde<l. 'l'he numerical lncrense of 506,428 over 
tlw a,-127, 700 pprsons enump1•a ted in 1040 was the largest in the 
histOl'J' () r the state. 

Urbrm and rural population.-The urban population of Indiana 
ln rnrio com11riged 2,3fi7 ,11)6 versons, 01· 50.9 percent of the popula
tion of tlw l:Hatt•. ( tahll~ 1). The urban vorrnlntion wns lh·ing in 
tlrn llll urbnu 11lnce!'! ln the State and in other territory Included 
in t11t• urbun-i'ringe art'HS of 7 urlJHnizetl ar<~as entirely or partially 
wltlllu tlw Ht:ntc>. Nearlr thrl~e-fift11s of the urban population 
wus living In urbanized m·eas (table 2). 

'.Plw rnrnl iwrmlntion of Intliana ('omprise<l 1,577,028 versons, 
or .J0.1 iwreent of the population of the State (table 1). Of 
tlw rural lllllllllat:lon, 177,111 1wrsons, or 11.2 percent, were living 
in 107 J1wo111orate<l and !I u11inco1·v01·ated places of 1,000 to 2,500 
lnlrnllitnutH (table 2). 

Urban population aacording to new and old definitions.-.Aceord
ing to the 1ww nrban-run1l definition, the Hl50 urban population 
of Inclinnn <'Ollsistt•tl of the following: ( 1) The 2,217,4()8 in
huhttnnts of tlic 11(1 irn~or1111mtccl places of 2,500 inhabitants or 
11wrP; ( ! ) the> 10,70a inhuhitnnts of the 3 specially delineated 
1111lnc•or1wrntecl 11Inces or 2,CTOO inhabitants or more; and (S) 

thP 128,!Hiri lH'r:sons Ii ring ontHide incorvornted nl'han places 
in till' urlmn-frinp;e n rtta;; of th£! 7 urbanized areus entirely or 
ruutlnlly within the State•. Si1we tlwre were 110 arens urban 
UlHfol' :s1wl'i11l rule in l!Hliana nceording to tlle olcl definition, the 
1mp11lntion of the first elpment eompt'iHecl the nrbnn povulntion 
llll<ll'L' tlw old £1l'llnltion, 'l'lie po1mh1tion of the remaining ele
mPnts-13!l,12H-reprc•:spnts the gain In the Ul'han po11ulntion of 
Indiana whkh l'l'lmltl>ll from the dinnge in clefiuition. (See 
sediun below on 11 Urh1tu nrnl rurnl residence.") 

Trends of urban and rural population.-Trenlls in the urhan 
and rnral population enn hp· PXnmined only on tlw has!:,; of till' 
old definition. On tilis ba!>h;, tile nrhan population of ln<linna 
rose from 8()2,GS!) In 11)()() to 2,!H 7,4<i8 in rnrio (table 1). 'l'lle nu
merical increase of 32!l,7!3B fo1· the deea£le 1!l40 to rn:io repre. 
sented a gain of 17.CT pl'rcpnt o\'er tile 1,887,712 1wrsons li\'ing In 
urban territor~· in 1940. The vrovortion of the populntlon of 
Indiana liYii1g in urban territory rose from :H.a to ii!l.4 pl'ret•nt 
between 1000 and 1050. 

Despite declines in. the first three clrcndeH of the twentiNh cen
tury, the rural vopulation of Indiana inereaHetl from 1,0li:l,773 in 
1900 to 1,710, 7ti6 in 1050 ( tahle 1). The nunwricul lncr<>nse of 
176,()72 between 1040 and Hl50 was at the rnte of 11.ri perc<>nt. 
Both the numerical iner£~aHe and the rnte of growth for the dt><'aclP 
were the largest since those recorded for the <lecncle 1800 to 
1870, wllen 11 gain of 1!18,4[l0, or 10.1 pereent, was rPcor<IPcl. 

Counties.-The countieH in Indiana rnnged in size from Ohio 
witl1 a population of 4,223 to Marion with a population of 5ti1 ,777 
(table 5). Behwen 1U40 and l!JUO, ns in tlw pr<n-iouK cll!('!Hle, 

74 of the U2 counties in Intlinna gained ancl 18 loM population. 
Minor civil divisions.-'!'<> t.he primary political divisions into 

which counties are <liYicled, tile Bureau of tlH~ Census avplles th<> 
genernl term "minor civil divisions." The minor ciYil <llYiHlom; in 
Indiana are the townships. The incorrwratecl cities and tow111:; 
forrn suhdl\·isions of the minor ch·il cliYisions in whleh they un~ 
located. 

Table O shows statistics on the popnlation of each count~· by 
minor eivil divisions for the last three censuses. 'l'he po1mlntion 
of each incorporated and nnincorporntecl place is shown in itali<'.~ 
under the vopulation of the minor civil division in whi<"h It hi 
locntecl. 'When nn iucorporntecl or unl11<•orpornt1\£l vI1we lieK in 
two or morP minor C!iYil cliYi:sions, the population of tile' HPYPrnl 
parts is shown in tnhle Cl in the approvrlate counties nncl minor 
C'iYil di\·isions, and t~nl'l1 part is designated by "1111rt." Flgurmi 
on the totn I vovulntiou of such 11Inees nre giYen in table 7. The 
u11incor1101·atecl 11laces are clesfgnated by "uuinc." Clurngei:; be· 
tween the 1040 Census nncl 1950 Census in the boundaries of the 
ar<!llS listed are sllown in notes to table U. For chnngps In hmm
<lnries prior to the 1040 CenHus, see reports of the Hlxtt•Pnth Ct•n
sus (1040) l'opulation, Vol. I, pp. 340-a40, nnd reports of eurlll\1' 
censuses. 

Incorporated and unincorporated places.-In lHtiO Incllnnn 111ul 
riB7 places incol'pornte<l as cl ties ancl towns and 12 unineorpornt<>cl 
places of 1,000 inhabitants or mo1·e. Of the 2,ti34,7l0 personi:; Jh·· 
ing in the incorporated places, 317,242 were in the 421 places of 
fewer than 2,!300 Inhabitants. 'l'l1e niJrn nnlneorporatNl iJlH<'Nl 
of 1,000 to 2,500 inhnllitnnts aecountecl for 14,210 of the 24,1170 
persons lil'ing in unincorporated places. 

trrbanized areas.--There were four urbanized ai·eas entire)~' 
within Indiana nml tln·ee m·hanizPd iu·pns 11nrtially wHhln tlw 
State. Of the 1,412,312 uersons in Incliann living in urbanized 
nreHH, RG!l,CT41 were in the five eentrnl <'itles located in the State 
and ti42,771 were in the urlmn-fringe ureas. Tile urban-fringe 
nreus hatl 425,fi52 versons liYing in 31 incorporated pla<'PS and 
117,210 in the uniucorporntecl parts (tables 2 and H). 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

The definitions of the pertinent concepts used in the 1950 
Census are given below. Several of these definitions differ from 
those used in 1940. The changes were made after consultation 
witl1 users of census data in order to improve the statistics, even 
though it was recognized that comparability would be adversely 
affected. In many cases, the new definitions were tested in con
nection with the Current Population Survey; and, where feasible, 

measures of the impact of the change on the statistics were de
veloped. This survey, covering a sample of 25,000 households 
throughout the country, has been in operation since April 1940 
and has provided national estimates of the employment status of 
the population (Current Population Reports, Series P-57, "The 
Monthly Report on the Labor Force"). The distribution of 
employed workers by major occupation group is included each 
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quarter in this series; and statistics on other subjects, such as 
marital status, school enrollment, migration, and income, are 
collected in the Current Population Survey and published annually 
in other series of Current Population Reports. 

USUAL PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

In accordance with Census practice dating back to 1790, each 
person enume:rated in the 1950 Census was counted as an inhabit
ant of his usual place of residence or usual place of abode, that 
is, the place where he lives and ~leeps most of the time. This 
place is not necessarily the same as his legal residence, voting 
residence, or domicile, a.Jthough, in the vast majority of ca1:HlH, 
the use of these different bases of classification would produce 
identical results. 

In the application of this rule, persons were not alwayH counted 
as residents of the places in which they happened to be found by 
the census enumerators. Persons in continental United States and 
Hawaii in places where guests usually pay for quarters (hotels, etc.) 
were enumerated there on the night of April 11, and those who11e 
usual place of residence was elsewhere were allocated to their homes. 
Visitors found stayiug in private homes, however, were uol, 
ordinarily interviewed there. In addition, information on per
sons away from their usual place of residence was obtained from 
other members of their families, landladies, etc. If an entire 
family was expected to be away during the whole period of the 
enumeration, information on it was obtained from neighbors. 
A matching process was used to eliminate duplicate reports for 
persons who reported for themselves while away and were also 
reported by their families at home. 

Persons in the armed forces quartered on military installations 
were enumerated as residents of the States, counties, and minor 
civil divisions in which their instnllations were located. Members 
of their families were enumerated where they actually resided. 
In the 1950 Census, college students living away from homo wel'C 
considered residents of the communities in which they ·were resid
ing while attending college, whereas in 1940, as in most previous 
ce1rnuses, they were generally euumoratcd at their parental homes. 
This change afTects the comparability of the 1950 and 1940 figures 
on education of persons of college age in States and local areas. 
Comparability of the stathitics on other subjects may also be 
affected for areas containing large colleges or universitirni. 

In 1950 the crews of vessels of the American Me1·c!mnt l\foriue 
in harbor:,i of the United States were counted as part of the popu
lation of the ports in which their vessels wore bert.hed on April 1, 
1050. In 1940 such perso~s were treated as part of the population 
of the port from which the vessel operated. Inmates of institu
tions, who ordinarily lived there for Jong periods of time, wero 
counted as inhabitants of the place in which the institution was 
located; whereas patients in general hospitals, who ordinarily have 
short stays, were counted at, or allocated to, their homes. All 
persons without a usual place of re~idence were counted where 
they were enumerated. 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

The degree of co1Hpleteness of enumeration has always been a 
matter of deep· concern to the Bureau of the Census; and, in the 
course of its history, a number of devices have been developed to 
aid in securing adequate coverage. These devices include the 
special procedures for the enumeration of transients and infants, 
urging notifications from persons who believed that they may not 
have been enumerated, and the early announcement of population 
counts in local areas to make possible tho thorough investigation 
of complaints as to the accuracy of the count. In the Hl50 Census 
earlier procedures were strengthened and additional procedures 
were introduced. Adequate handling of the problem of under
enumeration involves not only the development of techniques in 
order to insure satisfactory coverage but also methods of measuring 
the completeness of coverage. 

Prior to 1950, no method had been devised to· give an over-all 
direct measure of the completeness of enumeration of the totd 
population. For the most part, discussion in census reports wais 
confined to qualitative statements based on various kh1ds of 
evidence. Some quantitative measures were developed, however, 
For example, the underenumeration of children under 5 had been 
estimated for recent censuses by comparisons of census counts 
with survivors of births in the preceding five· years. Such com
parisons indicate that the total understatement in the published 
figure for this age group was about 810,000 in the 1950 Census, 
according to a provisional estimate, and about 860,000 in the· 
1940 Census; the corresponding percentages were 4.8 and 7.6; 
respectively. 

In the 1950 Census the population of all ages was re-enumerated 
on a sam1)le basis in a carefully conducted post-enumeration sur
vey, thus permitting a direct check on a case-by-case basis of the 
actual enumeration. Tho results of this survey indicate a net 
underenumeration in the census count of the total population of 
the United States of about 2, 100,000, or 1.4 percent. 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENC2 

According to the new definition that was adopted for use in the 
1950 Census, the urbo.n population comprises all persons li'ving 
in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cjtles, 
boroughs, and villages, (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, where 
"towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties, (c) the 
densely settled urban fringe, including both incorporated and 
unincorporated areas, nround cities of 50,000 or more, and (d) unin· 
corporatcd places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban 
fringe. 'l'he remaining population is classified as rural. Accord
ing to the old definition, the urban population was limited to all 
pei·sons living in incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor civil divisions) classified a.'l urban 
under special rules relating to population sizo and density. 

In both definitions, tho most important component of tho 
urban territory is the group of incorporated places having 2,500 
inhabitants or more. A definition of urban territory restricted 
to such places would exclude a number of equally large and 
densely settled places, merely because they were not incorporated 
places. Under the old definition, an effort was made to avoid 
some of the morn obvious omissions by the inclusion of the places 
classified rui urban under special rules. Even with these rules, 
however, many large and closely built-up places were excluded 
from the urban territory. To improve the situation In the 1950 
Cemms, the Bureau of the Census set up, in advance of enumera
tion, boundaries for urbnn-fringe areas around cities of 50,000 or 
more and for unincorporated places outside urban fringes. All 
tho population residing in urban-fringe areas and in unincorpo
rated places of 2,500 or more is classified as urban according to 
tho 1950 definition. (Of course, the incorporated places of 2,500 
or more in these fringes are 11rban in their own right..) Conse
q uontly, the special rules of the old definition arc no longer 
necessary. Although the Bureau of the Census has employed 
other definitions in the course of its history, the statistics on the 
population by urban and rural residence shown for years prior to 
19,10 are in substantial accordance with tho 1940 definition. All 
1950 statistics on urban-rural residence presented in this volume 
are in accordance with t.he new definition unless otherwise specified 
in a given table. 

Basic characteristics for urban and rural areas classified accord
ing to the old urban-rural definition are presented for the State 
in tables 13 and 15 and for counties in table 50. The 1950 figures 
presented in table 15 on age by color for persons in the rural-farm 
and rural~nonfarm population under the old urban-rural definition 
are partly estimated, since the detailed age by color distribution 
was not tabulated for the farm and nonfarm parts of the areai 
that are urban under the new definition but were rural under th~ 
old definition. 
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URBANIZED AREAS 

As indicated above, one of the components of urban tenitory 
under the new definition of urban-rural residence is the urban 
fringe. Areas of this type in combination with the cities which 
they surround have been defined in the 1950 Census as urbani?;cd 
areas. 

Each urbanized area contains at least one city with 50,000 
inhabitants or more in 1!)40 or according to a special census taken 
since l\J40. Each urbanized area also includes the surrounding 
closely settled incorporated places and unincorporated aroas that 
comprise its urban fringe. The boundaries of these fringe areas 
were established to conform as nearly as p0f;sib1e to the actual 
boundaries of thickly settled t,errit01'y, usually characteriied hy a 
closely spaced street pattern. The territory of an urbanized 
area may he classified into incorporated parts and unincorporated 
parts. (See urbanized area maps which follow table ll in Chapter A.) 

An urbanized area also may bo divided into central city or 
cities and urban fringe aR defined below. 

Central cities,-Although an nrbnnized area may contain more 
than one city of 50,000 or more, not, all cities of this size are 
necessarily cenl;ral cities. The largest city of an area is always a 
central city. In addition, the second and third most populous 
cities in tho area may qualify as central cities provided they have 
a population of at least one-third of that of the largest city in the 
area and a minimnm of 25,000 inhabitants. Tile names of thi:! 
individual urbanized areas indicate the central cities of the areas. 
The sole exception to this rule is found in Uie New York-North
eastern New .forsey Urbanfaecl Arca, the central citim; of which 
are New York City, Jersey City, and Nc>vark. 

Urban fringe.-The mban fringe includes that part of the 
urbanized area which is outside the central cit~' or cities. The 
following types of areas are embraced if i•hey are contiguous to 
the central city or cities or if they arc contiguous to auy area 
already included in the urb11n fringe: 

1. Incorporated places with 2,500 inhabitants or more in 1940 
or a.t a subsequent special census conducted prior to 1950. 

2. Incorporated places with fewer than 2,500 inhabitants 
containing an area with a concentration of 100 dwelling units or 
more with a clcnsitv in this concentration of 500 units or more 
per square mile. 'rliis density represents approximately 2,000 
persons per square mile and normally is the minimum found 
associated with a closely spaced street pattern. 

3. Unincorporated territory with at least 500 dwelling units 
per square mile. 

4. Territory devoted J;o commercial, industriitl, transport,a
tional, reereat;ional, and other purpose,; functional1y related to the 
eentral city. 

Also included are outlying noncontiguous areas with the 
required dwelling nnit density located within l}~ miles of the main 
contiguous urbanized part, measured along the shortest connecting 
highway, and other outlying a1·eas vvithin one-half mile of such 
noncontiguous areas which meet the minimum residential density 
rule. 

TYPES OF PLACES 

The term "place"refers to a concentl'ation of population regard
less of legally prescribed limits, powers, or functions. Thus, 
some areas having the legal powers and functions characteristic 
of incorporated places arc not recognized as places. 

Incorporated places.-In a majority of instances, however, the 
legally prescribed li1r its of incorporated places serve to define 
concentrations of population. Of the 18,548 places recognized 
in the 1950 Census, 17, 118 arc incorporated as cities, towns, 
Yillnges, or boroughs. In New England, New York, and Wis
consin, however, towns, although they may be incorporated, are 
mhior civil clivhiious of counties and arc not considered as places. 
Similarly, in tho States in which townships possess powers and 
functions ic.lentical with those of villages, the township is not 
classified as a place. Alt hough areas of this type are not recognized 

as places, their densely settled portions may be recognized as 
unincorporated places or as a part of an urban fringe. 

Unincorporated places.-In addition to incorporated places, the 
1950 Census recognizes 1,430 unincorporated places. These 
unincorporated pbces, which contain heavy concentrations of 
population, are recognized as places by virtue of their physical 
resemblance to incorporated places of similar size. To make this 
recognition possible, the Bureau of the Census has defined bound
aries for all unincorporated places of 1,000 inhabitants or more 
which lie outside the urban fringes of cities of 50,000 inhabitants 
or more. Because local practice as to incorporation varies con
siderably from one part of the country to another, some States 
have very few if any such unincorporated places and others have 
a great many. Although there are also unincorporated places 
within the urban fringe, it was not feasible to establish boundaries 
for such places, and, therefore, they are not separately identified. 

'Urba.n places.-In the 1950 Census urban places comprise 
incorporated and unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitaiJts or 
more. Because incorpornted places of fewer than 2,500 which 
lie in the urban fringe arc not recognized as urban places and 
because unincorporated places of 2,500 or more are not identified 
in the urban fringe, the total population of urban places is some
what less than the total urban population. 

FARM POPULATION-RURAL AND URBAN 

The farm population for 1950, as for 1940 and 1930, includes 
all persons living on farms without regard to occupation. In 
determining fa1·m and nonfarm residence in the 1950 Census, 
however, certain special groups were classified otherwis(l than in 
earlier censuses. In 1950, persons living on what might have been 
considered farm land were classified as nonfarm if they paid eaRh 
rent for their homes and yards only. A few personR in institutions, 
summer camps, "motels," and tourist camps. were classified as 
farm residents in 1940, whereas in 1950 all such persons were 
classified as nonfarm. For the United States as a whole, there is 
evidence from the Current Population Survey that the farm 
population in 1950 would have bean about 9 percent larger had 
the l!J40 procedure been used. 

In most tables, data by farm residence arc presented for the 
rural-farm population only, since virtually all of the farm popu
lation is located in rural areas. Only 1.2 percent of the farm 
population lived in urban areas in 1950. Figures on the urban
farm population are shown in tables 13, 34, 42, and 50. 

RURAL-NONFARM POPULATION 

The rural-nonfarm population includes all persons living outside 
urban areas who do not live on farms. In 19•10 and earlier, 
persons living in the suburbs of cities constituted a large pro
portion of the rural-nonfann population. The effect of 1;he new 
urban-rural definition has been to change t11e classification of a 
considerable number of such persons to urban. The rural
nonfarm population is, therefore, somewhat more homogeneous 
than under the old definition. It still comp1·ises, however, persons 
living in a variety of types of residences, such as isolated nonfarm 
homes in the open country, villages and hamlets of fewer than 
2,500 inhabitants, and some of the fringe areas surrounding tho 
smaller incorporated places. 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin and Purpose 

It has long been recogniied that, for many types of social and 
economic analysis, it is necessary to consider as a unit the entire 
population in and around the city whose activities form an 
integrated social and economic system. Prior to the 1950 Census, 
areas of this type had been defined in somewhat different ways by 
various agencies. Leading examples were the metropolitan di::;
tricts of the Census of Population, the industrial areas of the 
Census of Manufactures, and the labor market areas of the Bureau 
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of Employment Security. The usefulness of data published for 
any of these areas was limited by this lack of comparability. 

Accordingly, the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with a 
number of other Federal ag,encios, under the leadership of the 
Bureau of tho Budget, established the "standard metropolitan 
arna" so that a wide variety of statistical data might be presented 
on a uniform basis. Since counties instead of minor civil divisions 
are used as tho basic component of standard metropolitan areas 
except in the New England States, it was felt that many more 
kinds of statistics could be compiled for them than for metro
politan districts. These new areas supersede not only the metro
politan districts but also the industrial areas and certain other 
similar areas used by other Federal agencies. 

Definitions 

Except in New England, a standard metropolitan area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties which contains at least 
one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more. In addition to the county, 
or counties, containing such a city, or cities, contiguous counties 
are included in a standard metropolitan area if according to certain 
criteria they are essentially metropolitan in character and socially 
and economically integrated with the central city. For a descrip
tion of the standard metropolitan areas in this State, if any, 
seep. xxx. 

Criteria of metropolitan character.-These criteria relate pri
marily to the cha1·acter of the county as a place of work or as a 
home for concentrations of nonagricultural workers and their 
dependents. Specifically, these criteria are: 

1. The county mui:it (a) contain 10,000 nonagricultural 
workers, or (b) contain 10 percent of the nonagricultural workers 
working in the standard metropolitan area, or (c) have at least 
one-half of its population residing in minor civil divisions with a 
population density of 150 or more per square mile and contiguous 
to the central city. 

2. Nonagricultural workers must constitute at least two
thirds of the total number of employed persons of the county. 

Criteria of integration.-The critel'ia of integration relate 
primarily to the extent of economio and social communication 
between the outlying counties and the central county as indicated 
by such items as the following: 

1. l?ifteen percent or more of the workers residing in 1;he 
contiguous county work in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 

2. 'l'wenty-five percent or more of the persons working in the 
contiguous county reside in the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolit,an area, or 

3. 'I'he number of telephone calls per month to the county 
containing the largest city of the standard metropolitan area from 
the contiguous count,y is four or more times the number of sub
scribers in the contiguous county, 

Areas in New England.-In New England, the city and town 
arc administratively more important than the county, and data 
are compiled locally for such minor civil divisions. Here towns 
and cities were the units used in defining standard metropolitan 
areas, and some of the criteria set forth above could not be applied. 
In their place, a population density criterion of 150 or more persons 
per square mile, or 100 or more persons per square mile where 
strong integration was evident, has been used. 

Central oities.-Although there may be several cities of 50,000 
or more in a standard metropolitan area, not all are necessarily 
central cities. The largest city in a standard metropolitan area is 
the principal central city. Any other city of 25,000 or more within 
a standard metropolitan area having a population amounting to 
one-third or more of the population of the principal city is also a 
central city. However, no more than three cities have been defined 
as central cities of any standard metropolitan area. The name of 
every central city is included in the name of the area, with the 
exception that in the case of the New York-Northeastern New 
Jersey Standard Metropolitan Area, "Jersey City" and "Newark" 

are not part of the name. Data for standard metropolitan areas 
located in two or more States are presented in the report for the 
State containing the principal central city. 

Difference Between Standard Metropolitan Areas and 
Metropolitan Districts 

Since the metropolitan district was built up from minor civil 
divisions and since the standard metropolitan area is usually 
composed of whole counties, the standard metropolitan area 
ordinarily includes a larger territory than the corresponding met
ropolitan district. '!'here are, however, cases in which parts of the 
metropolitan distriot, as defined in 1040, do not fall within any 
standard metropolitan area. It is also true that in a number of 
cases single metropolitan districts of 1940 have been split into two 
standard metropolitan areas. Many metropolitan districts would 
have been changed, of course, had they been brought up to date 
for 1950. 

In general then, the two kinds of areas are not comparable. 
Since metropolitan districts were defined almost wholly in terms of 
density and standard metropolitan areas include whole countios 
selected on the basis of more complicated criteria, the population 
density of the standard metropolitan areas is considerably lower 
on the average and shows more variation from one arna to anothel'. 
Differences between the two types of areas are relatively small in 
New England, and would have been even less had the metropolitan 
districts been brought up to date. 

Difference Between Standard Metropolitan Areas 
and Urbanized Areas 

The standard metropolitan area can be characterized as tho 
metropolitan community as distinguished from both the legal city 
and the phyl:lical city. Standard metropolitan areas are larger 
than urbanized areas and in most cases contain an entire urbanized 
area. However, in a few instances, the fact that the boundaries 
of standard metropolitan areas are determined by county lines, 
and those of urbanized areas by the pattern of urban growth, means 
that there arc small segments of urbanized areas which lie outside 
Atandard metropolitan areas. In general then, urbanized areas 
represent the t.11ickly settled urban core of the standard mctro
poli tan areas, with the exceptions noted above. Becawm of 
discontinuities in land settlement, there are also some cases in 
which a single standard metropolitan area contains two urbanized 
areas. 'l'he lists of urbanized areas and of standard metropolitan 
areas also differ somewhat, because the former had to be estab
lished for cities of 50,000 or more before 1950, whereas the latter 
were established for cities of 50,000 or more as determined in the 
1950 Census. 

QUALITY OF DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

Data for the smaller a:reas represent the work of only a few 
enumerators (often only one or two). The misinterpretation by 
an enumerator of the instructions for a particular item may, 
therefore, have an appreciable effect on the statistics for a very 
small community-e. g., places of less than 10,000 inhabitants and 
particularly places of less than 2,500 inhabitants-even though it 
would have a negligible effect upon the figures for a large area. 

MEDIANS 

Medians are presented in connection with the data on age, ycar1:1 
of school completed, and income which appear in this volume. 
'fhe median is the value which divides the distribution into two 
equal parts-one-half of the cases falling below this value and 
one-half of the cases exceeding this value. In the cornpu tation of 
medians, cases for which the information was not reported are 
omitted. The median income for families and unrelated indi
viduals is based on the total number reporting, including those 
reporting no income. The median income for persons is based on 
the distribution of those reporting $1 or more. 
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RACE AND COLOR 

Definitions 

The concept of race as it has been used by the Bureau of the 
Census is derived from that which is commonly accepted by the 
general public as reflected in the action of legislative and judicial 
bodies of the country. It does not, therefore, reflect clear-cu~ 
definitions of biological stock, and several categories obviously 
refer to natio~alities. Although it lacks scientific p1·ecision, it is 
doubtful whether efforts toward a more scientifically acceptable 
definition would be appreciably productive, given the conditions 
under which census enumerations are carried out. The informa
tion on race is ordinarily not based on a reply to questions asked 
by the enumerator but rather js obtained by observation. Enu
merators were instructed to ask a qnestion when they were in 
doubt. Experience has shown that reasonably adequate identi
fication of the smaller «racial" groups is made in areas where they 
are relatively numerous but; that representatives of such groups 
may be misclassified in areas where they are rare. 

Color,-'l'he term "color" refers to the division of population 
into two groups, white and nonwhite. The group designated as 
"nonwhite" consists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and 
other nonwhite races. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who 
we1·e not definitely Indian er of other nonwhite :race were classified 
as white in 1950 and HMO. In the 1930 publications, Mexicans 
were included in the group "Other races," but the 1930 data 
published in this report luwe been revised to include Mexicans in 
the white population. 

Negro.-In addition to full-blooded Negroes, this classification 
also includes persons of mixed white and Negro parentage and 
persons of mixed Indian and Negro riarentage unless the Indian 
blood very definitely predominates or unless the individual is 
accepted in tlie community as an Indian. 

American Indian.-Iu o.ddition to foll-blooded Indians, persons 
of mixed white and Indian blood are included in this category if 
they are enrolled on im Indian reservation or agency roll. Also 
included are persons of mixed Indian blood if the proportion of 
Indian blood is one-fourth or more, or if they are regarded as 
Indians within the communlty. Indians living in Indian Territory 
or on reservations were not included in the population until 1800. 

Other raoes.-Separate statistics are given in this volume for 
Ja.pnnese and Chinese. The category "All other" includes Fili~ 
pinos, Koreans, Asiatic Indians, etc. 

Mixed Pl\rentage 

Persons of mixed parentage are cla.ssificd according to the race 
of tho nonwhite parent and mixtmes of nonwhite races are gen
erally classified according to the race of the father. 

In Hl50, for the first time, a.n attempt was made to identify per
sona of mixed white, Negro, and Indian ancestry living in certain 
communities in the eastern United States in a special category so 
they might be included in the categories "Otl1er races" and "All 
other" rather than being classified white, Negro, or Indian. This 
identification was accomplished with varying degrees of success, 
however. These groups are not shown separately, but they are 
included in the "nonwhite" totnl. The eommunities in question 
are of long standing and are locally recognized by special names, 
such as "Sionian" or "Croatan," "Moor," and "Tunica." In 
previous censuses, there had been considerable variation in the 
classification of such persons by race. 

AGE 

Deiinitions 

The age classification is ba.sed 011 the age of the person at his last 
birthday as of the date of enumeration, that is, the age of the 
person in co:mpleted years. The enumerator was instructed to 
obtain the age of ea.ch person as of the date of his visit rather than 
as of April 1, 1950. 

Assignment of Unknown Ages 

When the age of a person was not reported, it wa.s estimated on 
the basis· of other available information snch as marital status, 
school attendance, employment status, age of other members of the 
family, and type of household. Age was estimated by this proce
dure in the 1950 Census for 0.19 percent of the population of the 
United States. This method of assigning unknown ages on the 
basis of related information was used for the first time in the 1940 
Census when estimates of age were made for 0.16 percent of the 
population of the United States. In previous censuses, with the 
exception of 1880, persons of unknown age were shown in a sepa
rate category. The summary totals for "14 years and over" and 
"21 years and over" for earlier censuses presented in this volume 
include all persons of "unknown age" since there is evidence that 
most of the persons for whom age was not reported were in the age 
classes above these limits. 

Errors in Age Statistics 

A considerable body of evidence exists which indicates that age 
is misreported in several characteristic ways and that certain age 
groups are less completely enumerated than others in censuses. 
A comparison of age distributions from the Hl50 Census with age 
distributions based on figures from the 1940 Census and brought 
up-to-date from official records of births, deaths, and migration, 
suggests that this generalization is also true for the 1\)50 Census. 
This comparison shows that, for the United States as a whole, 
there appears to be an \mderemnneration of children under 5 of 
approximately 4.8 percent as compared with about 7.6 percent in 
1940. Males between the ages of 18 and 24 also appear to have 
been relatively underenumerated. Likewise, there appears to be a 
deficit of persons in the age range 55 to 64 years, which, however, 
is more tban oITset by an excess over the number expected in the 
age group 65 years old and over. 

In addition to errors in the statistics for broad-age groups arising 
from underenumeration and the misstatement of age, there is a 
tendency to report age in multiples of 5. This tendency is apparent 
in statistics for single years of age in which the frequencies for 
single years ending in 0 and 5 are frequently greater than those for 
the two adjoining years. This type of misreporting presumably 
occurs in situations in which the respondent, in the absence of 
specific knowledge ns to his exact age or the age of the person for 
whom he is reporting, gives an approximate figure. The returns 
also exaggerate the number of centenarians, particnlarly among 
nonwhite persons. Jn general, the degree of inaccuracy in reported 
ages is greater for adults than for ohildren, 

.NATIVITY 

In this volume, the population is classified according to place 
of birth into two basic groups, native and foreign born, A 
person born in the United States or any of its Territories or pos
sessions is counted as native. Also included as native is the small 
group of persons who, although born in a foreign country or at 
sea, were American citizens by birth because their parents were 
American citizens. Since the R.epublio of the Philippines was 
established as an independent country in 1946, persons living 
in the United States who had been born in the PltHippine Islands 
were classified as foreign born in the 1950 Census whereas in earlier 
censuses they had been classified as native. The small number of 
persona for whom place of birth was not reported were assumed 
to be native. 

Because of the declining numerical importance of the foreign
born population, nativity has not been used so extensively for 
cross-clruisifications in 1950 as in earlier censuses. Information 
on the nativity and parentage of the white population and country 
of origin of the foreign white stock will be published in a special 
report. The distribution of the separate nonwhite races by nativ
ity and more detailed data on the foreign-born nonwhite popula
tion will be presented in a later publication. 
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CITIZENSHIP 

The classification of the population by citizenship embraces 
two major categories, citizen and alien. Citizens are subdivided 
into native and naturalized. It is assumed that all natives are 
citizens of the United States. In addition to the citizen and alien 
categories, there is a third group, made up of foreign-born persons 
for whom no report on citizenship was obtained, designated 
"citizenship not reported." Since it, is likely that most of these 
persons are aliens, they arc often included with "alien" in summary 
figures for total aliens. 

MARITAL STATUS AND MARRIED COUPLES 

Definitions 

Marital sta.tus.-In the 1\l50 Census, data on marital status arc 
based on replies to the question "Is he now married, widowed, 
divorced, separated, or [has he] never [been) married?" The 
classification refers to tile status at the time of emuneration. 
Persons classified as "married" comprise, therefore, both those 
who have been married only once and those who remarried after 
having been widowed or divorced. Persons report.eel as separated 
or in common-law marriages are classified as married. Those 
reported as never married or with annulled marriages are classified 
as single. Since it is probable that some divorced persons are 
reported as single, married, or widowed, the cousus returns 
doub~less understate somewhat the actual number of divorced 
persons who have not remarried. 

In some tables, the category "Married" is further divided into 
"Married, spouse present" and "Married, spouse absent." In 
t.he office processing, this classification was made for a 20-pcrcent 
sample of the data collected. A person is classified as "married, 
spouse present" if the person's husband or wife was reported as a 
member of the household or quasi household in which the person 
was enumerated, even though he or she may have been temporarily 
absent on business or vacation, visiting, in a hospital, et;c., at the 
time of the enumeration. The number of married men with 
wife present who are classified as heads of households is the samo 
as the number of wives of heads of households shown in tho tables 
on relationship to head of household, except for differences arising 
from sampling variation or from methods used in processing tho 
data. The number shown as not, head of household is the same 
as the number of married couples without own household, except 
for differences arising from processing methods used. 

Persons reported as separated are included in the group desig
nated as "Married, spouse absent." Separated persons include 
those with legal separations, those living apart with intentions of 
obtaining a divorce, and other married persons permanently or 
temporarily estranged from their spouse because of marital 
discord. The group "Other married, spouse absent" includes 
married per:mns employed and living for several months at a 
considerable distance from their homes, those whose spouse was 
absent in the armed forces, in-migrants whose spouse remained in 
another area, husbands or wives of inmates of institutions, and 
all other married persons (except those reported as separated) 
whose place of residence was not the same as that of their spouse. 

Differences between the number of married men and the number 
of married women arise from spouses having their usual residences 
in different areaR, from clitforences in the completeness of enumer
atfon of married men and women, and from response and 
processing errors. 

Married oouple,-A married couple is defined as a husband and 
his wife enumerated as memb8rs of the Harne hommhold or quasi 
household. As indicated above, this classification was made for 
a. 20-percent sample of the data collected. Married couples are 
classified as "with own household" if the husband is head of the 
household. Other married couples, clas~ified as "without own 
household," may be living in housel1olds as relatives of the head 

or as lodgers or employees, or they may be living in quasi house
holds, such as large rooming houses or hotels. 

Comparability 

The category "Separated" was included in the question on 
marital status for the first time in 1950. Previously, the question 
included the categories single, married, widowed, and divorced, 
This change may have made the number of persons reported as 
divorced somewhat smaller in 1950 than it would have been under 
the earlier procedure. 

In 1950, as in previous censuses, marital status was not reported 
for a small number of persons. For such persons marital status 
was estimated in 1950 and 1940 on the basis of age and the presence 
of spoi1se or children. Because of the methods used in 1950, 
however, some persons who would have been classified as single 
under the l!l40 procedure were classified as "married, spouse 
absent" or "widowed" in 1950. 

To obtain the marital status distribution of the population 14 
years old and over for 1800 to 1930 it has been necessary to assume 
that the Rmall number of persons under 15 years old classified as 
married, widowed, divorced, or with marital status not reported 
were l'i years old. 

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY 

Definitions 

Household.-A household includes all the persons who occupy 
a house, an apartment or other group of rooms, or a room, that 
constitutes a dwelling unit. In general, a group of rooms occu
pied as separate living quarters iA a dwelling unit if it has se'parate 
cooking equipment or a separate entrance; a single room occupied 
as separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it ha..'I separate 
cooking equipment. or if it constitutes the only living quarters in 
the sti-ucture. A household includes the related family members 
and also the unrelated persomi, if any, such as lodgers, foster 
children, wards, or employees who share the dwelling unit. A 
person living alone in a dwelling unit or a group of unrelated 
perRons sharing the same dwelling unit as partners is also counted 
as a household. The count of households exclude~ groups of 
persons living as members of a quasi household (see below). 

The average population per household is obtained by dividing 
the population in households by the number of households. It 
excludes persons living in quasi households. 

Quasi household,-A quasi household is a group of persons 
living in quarters not classified as a dwelling unit, for example, in 
a homie with at least five lodgers, or in a hotel, institution, labor 
camp, or military barracks. 

Family,-A family, as defined in the 1950 Consus, i8 1~ group of 
two or more persons 1·elaterl by blood, marriage, or adoption and 
Jiving together; all such persons are regarded as members of one 
family. The number of families was determined from tho number 
of persons classified as heads of families; this classificat.ion was 
made for a 20-percent sample of the data collected. A family 
may comprille persons in either a household or a quasi household. 
If the son of the head of the household and the son's wife are 
members of the household they arc tre11ted as part of the head's 
family. A lodger and his wife who -are not related to the head 
of the household, or a resident employee and hi;; wife living in, 
are corniiclerecl as a separate family, however. Thus, a household 
may contain more than one family. A household head living alone 
or with uonrelativcs only is not regarded as a family. Some 
households, therefore, do not contain a family. 

'.l'he average population per family is obtained by dividing the 
population in families by the number of families. In Chapter B, 
the population in families includes, in addition to family members, 
the small number (about 1'15,000) of unrelated individuals under 
14 years old who had not been tabulated separately at the time 
this report was prepared. 
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Unrelated individual.-Unrelated individual::; ar~ ~hose ?ersons 
(other t1ian inmates of institutions) who are t~ot hymg ~1th any 
relatives. In the office processing, this class1ficat10n 1' as made 
fo:r a 20-percent sample of the data c?l~ected. An u~related 
individual may be (a) a household head hvrng alo~e or with ~on
relatives only, (b) a lodger or resident employee with no relatives 
in the ]Jousehold, or (c) a member of a quasi household w~o has 
no relaUves Jiving with him. Thus, a widow who occuprns her 
house alone or wi:tll one or more persons not ~elated. to her, . a 
roomer not related to anyone else in the clwelllng unit, ~ ina1d 
living as a member of her employet's household but .with no 
relatives in the household, ancl a resident staff member m a hos
pital living apart from any relatives are all examples of nnrelated 
individuals. 

Institutional IJOpula.tion.-The institutional population incln~es 
those persons living as inmates in imch places as 11omes for delm
quent or dependent children, homes and schools f~r ~he ment~lly 
or r>hysically handicapped, places providing spemahzed medical 
care, homes for the aged, prisons, and jails. Staff members ~nd 
their families are not included in the institutional population. 
Inmates of institutions are not counted as "unrelated individuals," 
largely hecansc statistics on "unrelat.ed individuals" are more 
useful to consumers of data on labor force, income, and housing 
statistics if they exclude such inmates. 

The number of inmates of institutions is shown in the table'3 in 
Chapter B. Inmates 14 years old and over are shown in certain 
employment status tables in Chapters B and C and in table 130 
on income in Chapter C. 

Family status.-In table 90, persons 14 years old and over nre 
classified into the ca.tegories family head, wife, or other relative 
of family head, unrelated individual, and inmate of institution. 
Tliis classification differs from that in tables .58 and Ml which 
pertains to relationship to household head (see below). 

Comparability 

Earlier ()ensus data.-Minor changes in the instructions for 
identifying dwelling units in 1950 as compared with 1940 may 
have affected to a slight extent the increase in households between 
the two dates. For examplci, in the 1940 Census, the occupants 
of a lodginghowse were regarded as constituting a quasi household 
if the place included 11 or more lodgers; in the 1950 Census the 
criterion was reduced to 5 or more lodgers. As a result of this 
change, the number of quasi households probably doubled in 
many areas. In general, ·however, the number of households and 
the number of occupied dwelling units in tlie 1950 Census may be 
regarded as eomparable with the number of "families," ''private 
households,'' and occupied dwelling units as shown in the census 
reports for HJ30 and 1940. 

In the 1950 Census, the number of households and the number 
of occupied dwelling units were identical by deilnition; small 
differences between these numbers appear in the published reports, 
however, because the data for the Population and the Rousing 
reports were processed independently. 

T11e term "family" as used in the 1950 Census is not cornparable 
with that used by the Bureau of the Census before 1947. 'l'he 
new definition excludes·the large number of household heads with 
no relatives in the household who would have been classified as 
families under the old definition. On the other hand, the new 
definition includes the small number of groups of mutually related 
lodgers or employees in households and of mutually related persons 
in quasi households who would not have been classified as families 
under the old definition. The net effect has been to reduce the 
number of families. 

In certain Population .and Housing reports of the 1940 Census, 
the average population per household included the rela.tively small 
number of persons living in quasi households. Such persons 
were excluded in calculating the average population. per house-
hold shown in the present volume. ..;:, 
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RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Definitions 

Read of household.-One pcrRon in cnch hom;c•ltol<l iH dcsip;nalt~t\ 
as the "head." The number of lrnn.ds, therefore, iH eqtml to tlw 
nnmber of households. Tile head is URUtilly th!l por1:10~1 1·egnr1\()r\ 
as the head by the members of the honselwld. .ll~o.rrn1r~ Wtlllltlll 

are not classified n.s hends if their 111rnbands aro hvmg with t.l1mn 
at the time of the census. 

Wife.-The total number of fomafos !ihown nn1\er tht\ lien.ding 
"wife'' is ordinarily somewhat loss than tlw total 11111n h1•r of 
married women with husband present, since the oa.togory "Wifo" 
1n the relationship tables includes only wives of honrli; of ltollHU· 

holds. As indicated in the section on "Mnrital Atatns," tltl\ n11m· 
ber of "wives" is directly comparable with dattL in the marital 
status tables on the number of married men with wife pr\\Htmt who 
are heads of households. Either of these figures may ho llfifJd to 
indicate the number of ''husband-wife housoholdH." 

C.hild.-This category includes sons and dnughfors, stepehildron, 
and adopted children of the head nigardlcsA of tlit1ir 1igt) or mMital 
status. It excludes sons-in-law and danghtcrs-in·l!LW and, of 
course, any children of the head no longer living in th(l honsellold. 

Grandchild.-This category comprises tLl! porsonH living in U1c1 
household who are sons, daughters, stepchildren, 01· adopted chil· 
dren of a child of the head. 

Parent.-This class comprises both parents and J)!l.rents-in-l11w 
of the head if living in the household. 

Other relative.-This group includes such rolativos of tho heo.d 
as sons-in-law, sisters-in-law, nophows, l>rothoi·s, auuts, grand
parents, cousins, and great-grandchildren, if thoso arc mombt1rs of 
the l;lousehold. 

todger.-All persons in households who are not related to tho 
head, except resident employees and tlrnir families, are count('d 
as lodgers. Among these persons are lodgers, roomers, and 
boarders, and tlieir relatives residing in the same household. Also 
included are partners, foster children, and wards. 

Resident employee.--This category consists of all employees of 
the head of the household who usually reside in tho household with 
their ernployel' (mainly cooks, maids, nurses, and hired farm 
hands), and their relatives residing in the same household. In 
1940, relatives of resident employees living in the same household 
were shown as lodgers. 

Read of quasi household.-Heads of quasi households a.re usu
ally managers or officers in institutions, hotels, JodgiJlghousos, 
and similar establishments. If the landlady in a rooming house 
reported herself as the head but her luisband was a member of 
tJ1e quasi household, he was designated as head for consistency 
with the treatment of married heads and wives of heads of house
holds. The number of heads of quasi households also represents 
the number of quasi households. 
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RESIDENCE IN 1949 

Definitions 

The data on residence in 1949 were derived from answers to 
several questions asked of a 20-percent sample of persons of all 
ages. The first question was, "Was he living in this same house 
a year ago?" Those persons who were not living in the same house 
were asked, "Was he living in this same county a year ago?" and 
if not, "What county and State was he living in a year ago?" 

Residence in 1949 is the usual place of residence one year prior 
to the date of enumeration. As indicated by the categories of 
table 23, residence in 1949 was used in conjunction with residence 
in 1950 to determine the extent of mobility of the population. 
Persons who had changed residence from 1949 to 1950 were clas~i
fied into two groups according to their 19•19 residence, viz., "Dif
ferent house, same county" and "Different county or abroad." 
Residence abroad includes residence in all foreign countries and all 
Territories and possessions of the United States. The group whose 
1949 residence was "Same house as in 1950" includes all persons 
1 year old and over who were living in the same house on the date 
of enumeration in 1950 as on the date one year prior to enumeror 
tion. Included in this group are persons who had never moved 
during the 12 months as well as persons who had moved but by 
1950 had returned to their 1949 residence. Persons 1 year old 
and over for whom complete and consistent information regarding 
residence in 1949 was not collected, arc included in the group 
"Residence not reported." 

The number of persons who were living in different houses in 
1950 and 19'10 is somewhat Jess t.han the total number of moves 
during the year. Some persons in the same house at the two dates 
had moved during the year but by the time of enumeration had 
returned to their 19·19 residence. Other persons made two or more 
progressive moves. Furthermore, persons in a different house in 
the same county may actually have moved between counties during 
the year but by 1950 had returned to the same county of residence 
as that in 1949. 

Comparability 

A similar set of questions on mobility was first asked in the 19110 
Census. These questions, however, applied to residence five years 
earlier rather than one year earlier. 

For the United States as a whole, figures from the Current 
Population Survey of March 1950 on residence in March 111'19 and 
figures on this same subject from the 11)50 Census as of April 1, 
1950, indicate appreciable differences both in the proportion of 
persons who were living in a different house in 1949 and in 1950 
and in the proportion of migrants, that is, persons who were living 
in a different county in 19119 and 1950. The figures from the 
Current Population Survey indicate a greater extent of total 
mobility (m1y change of usual residence) than those from the 
census but a relatively smaller extent of migration. These 
differences apparently arise from the somewhat differ·ent periods 
covered by the two sets of figures, the different methods used in 
collecting and processing the data, and sampling variability. 
Furthermore, members of the armed forces are largely excluded 
from the Current Population Survey. 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

Definitions 

The statistics on this subject are based on the respondent's 
answer to the question, "What State (or foreign country) was he 
born in?" In case questions arose in the interview involving 
changes in international boundaries, the enumerator was instructed 
to decide on the basis of the internntional boundaries as of April 1, 
1950. In coding and editing, the list of countries used was that 
officially accepted by tho United States as of April 1, 1950. 

In view of the numerous changes in boundaries which have 
occurred in Europe in the period of time dnring which statistics 
on country of birth have been collected by the Bureau of the 

Census, and the fact that many foreign-born persons at any given 
census are likely to report in terms of the boundaries at the time 
of their birth or emigration or in accordance with national prefer
ences, there may have been considerable departure from the rule 
specified in the instructions. 

Comparability 

In 1040 the classification of the population by country of birth 
was based on the political boundaries of .January 1, 1937. The 
corresponding 1930 data are based on the political boundaries of 
that year, which were, in most respects, identical with those of 
.Tanuary 1, 1937. 

For the censuses from 1860 to 1900, figures on country of birth 
are shown for the total foreign-born population. From 1910 to 
1040, however, this item is presented for the foreign-born white 
only. Although the 1950 statistics on country of birth are pre
sented only for the foreign-born white population in this report, 
subsequent reports will contain information on the country of 
birth of tho nonwhite population. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Definitions 

The data on school enrollment were derived from answers to the 
question, "Has ho attended school at any time since February 1 ?" 
This question was asked of a 20-percent sample of persons under 
30 years of aga. 

"Regular" schools.-In tho instructions to the enumerators, 
enrollment was defined as enrollment in "regular" aohools only. 
Such schools are public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
univo1·sitles, or professional schools, either day or night-that is, 
t;hose schools where enrollment may lead to an elementary or high 
school diploma, or to a college, university1 or professional school 
degree. Enrollment could be full time or part time. 

If a person was enrolled in such a school subsequent to February 1, 
1950, he was classified as enrolled even if he had not actually 
attended school since that date. For example, he may not have 
attended because of illness. 

If a person was receiving regular instrnction at home from a 
tutor and if the insi;ruction was considered comparable to that of 
n regular school or oolloge, the person was counted as enrolled. 
Enrollment in a correspondence course was counted only if tho 
course was given by a regular school, such as a university, and the 
person received credit thereby in the regular school system. 

Kindergarten.-Children enrolled in kindergarten were reported 
separately in 1950 and were n0,t counted as enrolled in school. 
The statistics on kindergarten 'nrollment were tabulated only for 
children 5 and 6 years old. Nursery schools were not regarded as 
kindergartens or schools. 

Schools excluded.-Peraons enrolled in vocational, trade, or 
business schools were excluded from the enrollment figures unless 
such schools wore graded and considered a part of a regular school 
system. Persons receiving on-the-job training in connection with 
their work were not counted as enrolled in school. Persons 
enrolled in correspondence courses other than those described 
above were not counted as enrolled in school. 

Editing of 1950 Data 

In 1950, as in prior censuses, persons for whom there was no 
report as to school enrollment are not shown separately. In both 
1940 and 1950, the editing rules were determined largely on the 
basis of information on ages of compulsory attendance as compiled 
by the U. S. Office of Education. AddWonal information used 
included other items on the schedule and results of Current Popula
tion Surveys showing the enrollment rates for val'ious age groups. 
In general, persons 5 through 17 years of age not reporting on 
school enrollment were treated as enrolled, whereas those 18 
through 29 years old were considered not enrolled. 
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Comparability 

Earlier census data..-The e.orresponding question in the 
Censuses of 1910, Hl20, and 1930 applied to a somewhat longer 
period, the period since the preceding September 1. The census 
dates wero April 15 in 1010, January 1in1920, aud April 1in1930. 
Furthermore in these censuses the question was not restricted as to 
the kiud of school the person was attending. 

In H'f.10 the question r()cferred to t.he period from March 1 to the 
date of the enumeration, ·which began on ,April 1. There are 
indications that. in some areas the schools closed early (i. e., before 
l\Iarch 1) for such reasons as lack of funds, flood conditions, or crop 
sowing. For such areas the enrollment. rates would, therefore, 
luwe been re1atively low. In order to insure more complete 
comparability amonp:; areas in 19501 it was therefore considered 
advisable to increase the reference period to that between February 1 
and the time of the enumeration. 

In 1950, for the first time in a decennial census, kindergarten 
enrollment was separately Mentified. In earlier censuses no 
speclfic instruct.ions were given about kindergarten and, therefore, 
enrollment figures for children 5 and 6 years old undoubtedly 
included some children enrolled in kindergarten. 

As mentioned in the section on "Usual place of residence," 
college students were enmnm·ated in 1950 at their college residence 
whereas in preYious years they were generally enumerated at their 
parent.al home. This change in procedme should not have 
affected the comparability of the 1050 and 1940 uational totals 
on school enrollment, but it may affect the comparability of HloO 
and lll40 figures on school enrollment at college age for some States 
and local areas. 

Current Population Survey.-In each year starting with Hl45, 
the Census Bureau has collected statistics on school enrollment for 
the United States as a swpplcment to the Current Population 
Survey for October. The basic definitions used in these snpple
ments arc the same as thoRc of the 1950 Census. The figures are 
not strictly comparable, however, becau~c the supplement is taken 
in October rather t.han in April and relates to enrollment in the 
current term. Although the April HJ50 Census figures and the 
October 19411 surYcy figures on enrollment both -pertain to the same 
school year, 10·10-1!)50, the April 1950 .figures may be properly 
compared with those for October 1D41) only if some allowance is 
made (a) for those tiersons who left school between October 104\J 
and February 1950, either by dropping out or graduation; and (b) 
for those persons who entered school after October. 

For younger children, 11articulm:ly those 5 and 6 years old, a 
comparison of October and April enrollments is misleading. Many 
1:1chool systemR operate under the policy of permitting children to 
start the first grade only if they have attained a certain age by the 
beginning of the school year. This requirement maximizes enroll
ments for t11ese ages in t110 fall, whereas by April many children 
h1we attained the given age but are not yet enrolled. 

Data from school systems,-Data on school enrollment are also 
collected and published by Federal, State, and local governmental 
agencies. Thesa data are obtained from reports of school systems 
and instit.ut.ions of higher learning and are only roughly comparable 
with the enrollment data collected by the Bureau of the Census by 
household interviews. The census enrollment figures tend to be 
lower, largely because they refer to shorter time veriods and count 
a person only once, alt11ough he may attend more than one school 
during the reporting -period. 

YEAR OF SCHOOL IN WHICH ENROLLED AND 
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED 

Definitions 

The clat.a on year of school in which enrolled were derived from 
the answers to the first of the following two questions, and those on 
years of school completed from the combination of answers to both 
questions: (a) "What is t11e highest grade of school that 110 has 
attcmded?" and (b) "Did he finish this grade?" These questions 
were asked of a 20-percent sample of persons of all ages. 

The questions on educational attainment applied only to 
progress in "regular" schools, as defined in the section on "School 
enrollment." 

Highest grade of school attended.-The question called for the 
highest grade attended, regardless of "skipped" or "repeated" 
grades, rather than the numb or of full school years which the person 
had spent in school. 

In some areas in the United States, the school system has, or 
used to have, 7 years of elementary school rather than the more 
conventional 8 years. For the sake of comparability, persons who 
had progressed beyond a 7-year elementary school system were 
treated as though they had progressed beyond the usual 8-year 
system. Junior high school grades were translated into their 
elementary or high school equivalents. 

In the oa..<ie of persons whose highest grade of attendance was in a 
foreign school system, the enumerator was instructed to obtain the 
approximate equivalent grade in the American school system or, if 
that were too difficult to determine, the number of years the person 
had attended school. Persons whose highest level of attendance 
was in an ungraded school were treated in similar fashion. Persons 
whose highest level of training was by a tutor and whose training 
was regarded as qualifying under the "regular" school definition 
were also given the approximate equivalent in the regular school 
system. 

Completion of highest grade,-The second question on educa
tional attainment was to be answered "Yes" if the person had 
completed the full grade. If the person was still attending school 
in that grade, had completed only a half grade, or had dropped out 
of or failed to pass the last grade attended, the required answer 
was "No," In the case of persons who failed to report on comple
tion of the grade, those classified as enrolled were assumed not to 
have finished and those not enrolled were assumed to have finished. 

Comparability 

Year of school ill which enrolled and years of school completed.
In the present volume, the year of school in which enrolled is shown 
for enrolled persons 5 to 29 years old, and the years of sc11ool com
pleted are shown for all persons 5 years old and over. 

For 1950, statistics on educational attainment for persons en
rolled in school are shown in terms of the school year in which they 
were enrolled, whereas in the 1940 reports statistics were shown in 
terms of the highest grade they had completed. The present pro
cedure was adopted because it provides statistics in a form that 
should he generally more useful to those interested in school 
systems. 

Generally, for persons enrolled in school the grade in which they 
were enrolled is one grade higher than the highest grade completed. 
Data from a preliminary sample of the 1950 Census, however, 
indicate t,hat, by the time of the census enumeration, about 15 
percent of tho "enrolled" population 5 to 29 years old had com
pleted the same grade in which they had been enrolled. This 
apparent contradiction occurs because the question on enrollment 
referred to "any time since February 1" whereas the completion 
question referred to the date of enumeration. Thus, highest grades 
of school completed for tho enrolled population obtained by sub
tracting one grade from the grade in which enrolled must be con
sidered only approximately correct. 

The 1940 C~nsus reports included data on highest grade of school 
completed for the population 5 to 24 years old not enrolled in 
school. As a result of the facts noted above, similar data for 1950 
could only be approximated. Two steps would be involved: First, 
one grade should be deducted from the grade in which enrolled 
(as given in table 63) in order to approximate the highest grade 
completed for persons enrolled in school; second, the number of 
enrolled persons who have completed a given grade should be sub
tracted from the total number of persons who have completed the 
grnde (as given in table 64). 

Quality of 1940 and 1950 dafa.-In 1940 a single question was 
asked on highest grade of school completed. Previous censuses 
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had included one or more inquiries on illiteracy but none on 
educational attainment. 

Analysis of the data from the 1940 Census and from surveys 
conducted by the Bureau of the Census using the 1940 type of 
question indicated that respondents frequently reported the year 
or gmde in which they were enrolled, or had last been enrolled, 
instead of the one completed. The 1950 questions were designed 
to reduce this kind of error. 

Data from n. preliminary sample of the 1950 Census for persons of 
elementary and high school ages show larger proportions in 1950 
than in 1940 in both the modal grade and the next lower grade for 
a particular age, and smaller proportions in each of the first two 
grades above the mode. It seems reasonable to assume that, ns a 
resuH of tho change in questionnaire design, there was also rela
tively less exaggeration in educational attainment in 1950 than in 
1940, even for older persons. 

Median School Years 

Median educational attainment (i. c., either median year of 
school in which enrolled or median school years completed) is 
expressed in termti of a continuous series of numbers. For example, 
the fourth year of high school is indicated by 12 and tho first year 
of college by 13. For the sn.ko of comparability, tho first year of 
high school is uniformly represented by 9, although, as previously 
noted, (.here are some areas with only 7 years of elementary 
school. 

Tho procedure used in both 1950 and 19"10 for calculating the 
median years of school completed makes allowance for tho fact that 
many persons reported as having completed a given full school 
year have also completed part of the next higher grade. It is 
assumed, for example, that persons who reported six full years of 
school completed had actually completed G.5 grades. At the time 
of enumeration, persons enrolled in school had probably completed 
somewhat more than one-half grade beyond their last full year, on 
the average, whcrel).s persons who had left school had probably 
completed less than one-half year beyond their last full year, on tho 
avemgo. A similar procedure was followed in the computation of 
the median school year in which enrolled. 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Definitions 

Census week.·-Tho 1050 data on employment statu::1 pertain to 
the calendar week preceding the enumerator's visit. Thiti week, 
defined as the "census week," is not tho same for all respondents, 
because not all persons were enumerated during the same week. 
Tho majority of the population was enumerated during the firs1; 
half of April. Tho 11)40 clata refer to a fix0d week for all persons, 
March 24 to 30, 19·10, regardless of the date of enumeration. 

Employed.-Employed persons comprise all civilians 14 years 
old and over who, during tho census week, were either (a.) "at 
work"-thoBe who did itny work for pay or profit, or worked 
without pay for 15 hours or more on a family farm or in a family 
business; or (I>) "with a job but not at work"-those who did not 
work and were not looking for work but had a job or busines;i from 
which they wore t.umporarily abficnt because of vacation, illness, 
industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff with definite instructions 
to return to work within 30 days of layoff. Also included as 
"with a job" are persons who had 11ew jobR to which they were 
sched11led to report within 30 days. 

Unemployed.-Persons 14 years old and over are classified as 
unemployeri if they were not n.t work during the census week but. 
were t'ither looking for work or woulcl havo been looking for work 
except that (a) they were temporarily ill, (b) they expected to 
return t.n a job from which they had been laid off for an indefinite 
period, or (c) 'they believed no work was available in their com
munity or in their line of work. Sinee no specific questions 
ident.ifying persons in these last throe groups were included on the 
eensns sehe(lule, it is likely that some persons in these group:; were 
not returned by the census enmnern.tors ns unemployed. l'.nem-

ployed persons are separated in some tables into new workers and 
experienced workers. When information on the schedule was 
insufficient for this distinction to be made, the unemployed person 
was classified as an experienced worker, since the great majority 
of persons seeking work have had previous work experience. 

Labor force.-'l'ho labor force includes all persons classified as 
employed or unemployed, as described above, and also members 
of the armed forces (persons on active duty with the United States 
Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). The 
"civilian labor force" comprises the employed and unemployed 
components of the labor force. The "expericncecl labor force" 
consists of the armed forces, employed workers, and the unem
ployed with previous work experience. The "experienced civilian 
labor force" comprises the two lat.ter groups. 

Not in labor fo1·oe.-Persons not in the labor force comprise all 
civilians 14 years of age and over who are not elnssifled as employed 
or unemployed, inelurling persons doing only incidental unpaid 
family "·ork (lcHs than 15 hours during the census week). Per
sons not in the labor for<'c are further classified in this report Into 
the following cai·r'gorie~: 

1. Keeping house.-Pcrsons primarily ocr.upied with their 
own homo houRcwork. 

2. Unable to work.-Persons who cannot work because of a 
long-term phy!:lieal or mental illness or disability. There is some 
evidence, however, thaL some persons were reported as "unable to 
work" who were only temporarily ill or who, although elderly, 
were not permanont.ly (lisablcd, 

3. Inmates of institutions.-Persons, other than staff members 
and their familieR, living in institutions. (See definition of insti
tutional popul!ition on page xviii.) Staff members of institutions 
and their families arc classified int,o employment status categories 
on the ~tune basi:i as are persons living outside of institutions. 

4. Othel' and not ropo1·ted.-Persons in this general category 
inolude the following two groups which were combined for tho 
purpose of this i·e11ort: 

a. Persons not in tho labor force other than those keeping 
house, unable to work, or in institutions. This group includes 
students, the retired, those too old to work, the voluntarily 
idle, and seasonal workera for whom the census week fell in 
n.n "off" season a.nd who wore not reported as unemployed. 

b. Porsous for whom information on employment status 
was not reported. Although the number of persons classified 
a~ "not reported" was not tabulated separately for this re· 
port, iL iR estimated on the basis of preliminary data that the 
number in this group is approximately 1.2 million for the 
United States as a whole, or about 1 percent of the total 
United States population 14 years old and over. Analysis 
of the characteristics (sex, age, color, marital status, school 
enrollment, and urban-rural residence) of persons in this 
group suggests thal; approximately half a million might have 
been added to the labor force had the necessary information 
been obtained. There may be considerable variation from 
State to S1;ate, however, in the proportion of persons classified 
as "not reported" and, within this group, in the number who 
might have boon labor force members. Persons included in 
the "Other and not reported" category are further classified 
by ap;e in this volumo in order to indicate the approximate 
number in this group who were probably students and the 
number who were probably retired or too old to work. It is 
estimated that, for the United States as a whole, approximately 
90 percent of the persons in this category who were 14 to 19 
years old were enrolled in school. 

Bnsis for Classification 

The employment titatus <ilassification is based primarily on a 
series of interrelated "sorter'' questions designed to identify, in 
this sequence: (a.) Persons who worked at all during the census 
week; (b) those who did not work but were looking for work; and 
(a) those who neither worked nor looked for work but had a job 
or business from which they were temporarily absent. Tho four 
questions used for this purpose are described below: 

1. "What wa.s this person doing most of last week-working, 
kee1nng house, or something else'!" This question was designed to 
clasBify perBons according to their major activity and to identify 
the large number of full-time workers. Persons unable to work 
at all becamio of physical or mental disabilities wore also identified 
hero. 

2. "Did this person do any work at all last week, nae counting 
work arounrl the housef" This question was asked of all persons 
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except those reported in tho previou;; question as working or un
able to wOl'k. It was designed to identify pc:rscms working riart, 
time or int.crmit.tcntly in addition to their major activity. 

3. "lJTas tllis per.wn !oohing .for work?." Asked of pcrnons 
replying in tho previous question that they did not work at all, 
thi'l qu0st.ion r;ei·vcd to obtain a connt of the unemployed. 

4. "Rvr.n though he didn't work last week, does he have a Job or 
bu8inc~;117 " PorRons temporarily absent from their job or bnsincsR 
were idcnt.ifierl by means of this question, which was asked of 
person;: noithcr workiug nor looking for work. 

Problems in Classification 

Cla;.;sificatiou of the population by employment status is always 
~ubjt~ct to error. Some of the concepts arc diificult to apply; but, 
morn important for certain groups, the complete information 
needed iR not 11lwayg ohtainctl. For example, hotrnewivcs, stu
dents, anrl semiretired persons, who are in the labor force on only 
a part.-time or intermittent basis, may fail to report t.hat they arc 
emplo;ved or looking fer work unless carefully questioned. In 
many 1111.sc,s, ornm10ratorR may nssnmc thal; such persons conld 
not· \Jc in tho lahor forr.c an<! will omit the necessary questiom;. 
As a rnRnli"-, the s1atiRt.ics will unclcr;;tatc the sir.e oft.he lahor force 
an<l overstate the number of pcr,;onR not in the labor force. See 
alHo paragraph holow 011 "Current. Population Snrvey." 

Comparability 

StP.tistios on gainful workers,-Thc d11-t.a on the labor force for 
HJ40 anti HJ[)O arc not, exactly comparable with the Rtatistics fo1· 
gainful workcrR proscntccl in ihi::; report for 1020 and 1930 because 
of diffcroncos in definition. "Gainful workers" were persons 
reported 1u1 luwing a gainful occupation, that. iR, an occupation 
in "·hich tho.'· earned monoy or a money equivalent, or in which 
they assisted in the prochrntion of marketable goods, regardless 
of whether they wore working or seeking ·work at. tlrn time of the 
census. A person was not considered to have hiLd a gainful 
orcupation if hiB work acUvity was of limitccl extent., In contrast, 
the labor force ifl deft.noel on the basis of activity duriug the cemus 
woek only and inclndof\ all persons who we-re mnploycd, unem
plorcd, or in the armed foreoR in t.hat week. Certain classes of 
:rwr8ons, imch as rotirecl workers, some inmates of institutions, 
recently incap11oit1lted wm·kcrs, and seasonal workers neither 
working nor seeking work at t.hc time of the ccnsttR, were frequent.ly 
incluclcrl among gainful "'orkcrs; but, in general, RHch persons arc 
not. included in the 1ahor force, On t.hc at.her hand, the census 
included in the labor forco for 111·10 aml 1950 persons ~eeking work 
without previous work experience, tliat is, new workers. At the 
time of t.hc J D20 and l 930 Censuses sneh new \Yorkers were probably, 
for t.hc most. part, not. reportcc1 as go.infnl workers. 

In 1!)20, t.hc census date was Janul\l'y 1, whereas in 1930, 1940 
aud 1050 it was April L For this additional reason, t,be number of 
p;ainfal worknr11 reported for 1920, especially in agricultural areas, 
may not he altogether comparab1e with the statistics for later 
:•cart'.. 

1940 Census.-D11ring tho period 1040 to 1950, various changes 
wore cloveloped in the questionnaires and in interviewing tech
niques, dmdgncd to obtain a more nearly comp1etc count of the 
labor force.2 Although t.he changes in questionnaire design were 
incorporatcc! iuto the 1950 Census schedule aud interviewing 
tcelmiqneR were streflsod in training, the quality of the HJ50 
st.at.i1;tirs docs not appear to have been mnch improved relative to 
that for 194.0 by these measures. 

Tho Hl40 data for employed persons in this volume vary in 
some cases iron{ the figures 01·iginally published in the 1940 reports. 
Tho appropriate 1040 figures for the employed shown in the present 
report have hoon adjusted to exclude the estimated number of 
men in the armed forces at that time. This was done to achieve 
comparahili1.y with the 1fl50 omployed total which is limited to 
civilians. 

'81•0 r. fl. Jlurmu ol the CN1strn, Uurrcn! Po1wlut.lon Reports, "Labor Forn~, Employ. 
1nrnt, and Unemployment in llJ(1 l:nltccl R1ll1~s, 1040 to 1946," Sorir•s P-50, No. 2, 
~<'pt1·m1'Pr 104i. 

Statistics for persons on public emergency work in 1940 were 
originally published separately; but in this report they haYc been 
combined with those for persons seeking work in the fignroR 011 

unemployed for 1940. 
Current Population Survey.--The estimated sizo of the civilian 

labor force in the United States based on the Current Population 
Survey is about 5 percent above the corresponding figure from 
the 1950 Census. An investigation of the reason for the dis
crepanc~' is being conducted. Examination of the consus returns 
for a sample of households that wore also included in the Cmrent 
Population Survey for April 1950 indicates that alt hough differ
ences of all kinds were found, on balance, the Current; Population 
Survey enumerators, who .are much more experienced than were 
the temporary census enumerators, reported more completely the 
employment or unemployment of teen-agers and of women 25 yea!'R 
old and over. 'l'his difference is reflected in higher labor force par
ticipation mtes and unemployment. rat.es for those gronps and a 
more accurate reporting of persons employed in inclnstries, such 
as agriculture, trade, and personal services, where part.-Umc or 
occasional work is widely prevalent. Those are the groups for 
whom variability in response is relatively great in labor force snr
vc~'s. On the other hand, the differences were at, a minimum for 
men and young women-the major components of the "fu11-t.imc" 
labor force. 

It may be estimated on the basis of this analysis that perha\)S 
3 percent of the total population 14 years old and over in April 
1050 were actually in the labor force but were classified outside 
the labor force in the census returns. This percentage will vnr~· 
from State to State and between one population group and 
another. For example, misclassification was somewhat, greater 
for nonwhite than for white persons. 

. Other data,-Bccausc the HJ50 Census employment clatn. were 
obtained by household interview, they differ from statistics based 
on reports from individual business estlLblishmcntR, farm enter
prises, and certain government programs. The data based on 
household interviews provide information about the work i;tat.us 
of the whole population, without duplication. Persons employed 
at more tha11 one job arc counted only once as employccl and arc 
classified according to the job at which they worked the greatest 
nuinber of hours during the census week. In statistics based on 
reports from business and farm establishments, on the other hand, 
persons who work for more than one establishment may be counted 
more than once. Moreover, other data, unlike those presented 
llere, generally exclude private household workers, unpaid family 
worke1·s1 and self-employee\ persons, and may include workers Jess 
than 14 yea.rs of age. An additional difference arises from the 
fact that persons with a joh but not at work are included with the 
employed in the statistics shown here, whereas only part of this 
group is likely to be included in employment figures based on 
establishment payroll i·eports, Furthermore, the household ro
ports include persons on the basis of their place of rcsidcnc(l 
regardless of where they work, whereas establishment reports 
relate persons to their place of work regardless of where they live; 
the two types of data may not be comparable for areas where n. 
significant number of workers commute to or from other areas. 

For a number of reasons, the unemployment figures of the 
Bureau of the Census are not directly comparable with the pub
lished figures for unemployment compensation claims or claims 
for veterans' readjustment allowances. Certain persons such as 
private household and government workers are generally not 
eligible for unemployment compensation. Further, the place 
where claims are filed may not necessarily be the same as the 
place of residence of the unemployed worker. In addition, the 
qualifications for drawing unemployment compensation differ 
from the definition of unemployment used by t.he Census Bureau. 
For example, persons working only a few hours during the week 
and persons with a job but not at work are sometimes eligible for 
unemployment compensation but are classified by the Census 
Bureau as employed. 
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HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

The data on hours worked were derived from answers to the 
question "How many hours did he work last week?" asked of 
persons who reported they had worked during the week pl'ior to 
their cmm1cration. The statistics refe1· to the n11mber of hours 
actually worked during the census week and. not necesRarily to 
the number usually worked or the scheduled number of hours. 
For perRons working at more than one job, the figures relate to the 
combined number of hours worked at, all jobs d11ri11g the week. 
The liata on hours worked preRcnted in Chapter C provirlc a broad 
classification of young employed persons into full-time and part
time workers. The proportion of persons who worked only a 
small number of hours is probably understated because such 
persons were omitted from the labor force count more frequently 
than were full-time workers. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Definitions 

The statistics on weeks worked arc based on replies to the 
quoHtion, "LaHt year, in how many weeks did this person do any 
work at all, not conn ting work around the house?" This question 
wa~ asked of a 20-percent sample of persons 1•1 years old and over. 
The data pertain to tho number of different weeks during 194\l in 
which a person did any work for pay or profit (including paid 
vacationH and sick leave) or worked without pay on a family farm 
or in a family business. Weeks of active service in tho armed 
forces arc also included. It is probable that the number of persons 
who worked in UHO is unclenitatccl, because there is some tendency 
for respondents to forget intermittent or short periods of 
employment. 

Comparability 

In 1950, no distinction was made between a part-time and a full~ 
time workweek, whereas in 1\l40 the enumerator was instructed 
to convert part-time work to equivalent full-time weeks. A full
timo week was defined as tho number of hours locally regarded as 
full time for the given occupation and industry. Further differ
ences are that, in the l!J.10 reports, the data were shown for wage 
and salary workers only and were published in terms of monthR 
rather than weeks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In t.he 1\lliO Census of Population, information on occupation, 
industry, anrl class of worker was collected for persons in tho 
expericmced civilian labor force. All three items related to one 
specific job held by the person. For an employed person, the 
information referred to the job he held during the census week. 
If he was employed at two or more jobs, the job at which ho 
worked the greatest number of hours during the census week was 
reported. For an experienced unemployed person, the informa
tion referred to the last. job he had 1eld. 

Tho clasHification systcmR used for tho occupation and industry 
data in the 1950 Census of Pop11lation are described below. These 
systems were developed in cou ultation with many individuals, 
private organizations, and government agencies, and, in particular, 
the Joint Committee on Occupational Classification (sponsored by 
tho American Statistical AsRociation and the United States Bureau 
of the Budget). 

Occupation 

Tho occupation information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of work was he doing?" 

Classification system.-The occupational classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population is organized into 12 
major groups, which form the basis for the occupation data in 
Chapter B of this volume. The system consists of 460 items, 
270 of which are specific occupation categories; the remainder are 
subgroupings (mainly on the basis of industry) of 13 of the occu-

pation categories. For the detailed occupation tables in Chapter C, 
certain of the categories were combined, and the detailed occupa
tion list used here consists of 446 items (tables 73 and 74). The 
composition of each of the detailed categories is shown in the 
publication, U.S. Bureau of tho Census, 1950 Census of Pop1tlation, 
Classified Index of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

In the presentation of occupation data for cities of 50,000 to 
100,000 in Chapter C, as well as in the cross-classifications of 
occu1iation by urban-rural residence, age, race, class of worker, 
and income, intermediate occupational classifications of 158 items 
for males anrl 07 items for females have been used (tables 75 to 
78). These intermediate classifications represent selections and 
combinations of the items in the detailed system. A listing of 
the relationships between the two levels of classification can be 
obtainer! by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, \Vash
ingt.on 25, D. C. This listing will also appear in the United States 
summary part of Volume II. 

In the separation of "Managers, officials, and proprietors 
(n.e.c.)" by class of worker iii to salaried and self-employed com
poncntH, the small number of unpaid family workers in this oc
cupation is included in the self-employed component. Since the 
data presented in the occupation tables refer only to civilians, 
tho category "Members of the al·med forces" shown in table 73 
is limited to experienced unemployed persons whose last job was 
aH a member of the armed forces. 

Relation to DOT classification.-The occupational classification 
of the Population Cmrnus is gcncrally comparable with the system 
URerl in the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (DOT).3 The two 
HyHtoms, however, n.re designed to meet different needs and to be 
used under different circumstanceH. The DOT system is designed 
primarily for employment service needs, such as placement and 
counseling, and is ordinarily used to classify very detailed occu
pational information obtained in an interview with the worker 
hhmielf. The census system, on the other hand, is designed for 
statistical purposes and is ordinarily used in the classification of 
limited occupational descriptions obtained in an interview with 
a memhor of the worker's family. As a result, the DOT system 
is much more detailed than the census system; and it also calh1 
for many types of distinctions which cannot be made from census 
information. 

Industry 

The industry information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of business or industry was 
he working in?" 

Classification system.-The industrial classification system 
developed for the 1!)50 Census of Population consists of 148 
categories, organizccl into 13 major groups. For the detailed 
industry tables in Chapter C of this volume, a fctw of the categories 
were combined, and the detailed industry list used here consists 
of 140 cn.tegories (tables 79 and 80). 'l'ho composition of each 
of the detailed categories is shown in the publication, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, 1.950 Census of Population, Classlfied lnde;i; 
of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 1050. 

Although certain of the industry data in Chapter B are limited 
to the 13 major groups, most of the industry data in Chapter B 
are based on a condensed classification of 41 groups. Further
more, in Chapter C, an intermediate classification of 77 categories 
has been used in the presentation of industry data for cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, as well as in the cross-classifications of industry 
by age, race, class of worker, major occupation group, weeks 
worked, and income (tables 81 to SB). Both the 41-item and 
77-item classifications represent selections and combinations of 
the categories in the detailed system. The relationships among 
these three levels of classification are shown in list A. 

3 Soc U. S. Department of Labor, Buronu of Employment Security, Dictionarv of 
Occupational Titles, Second Edition, Vols. I nnd II, Wnshlngton, D. C., 1940. 
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except those reported in the 11revio~1s ql~estion as world.~~ or nnt 
able to work. It was design_c~ to ident!fY p~rsons ~V?J mg par• 
time or intcrmitt.ently in add1t~on tfo :heirkm?~JorA~k~d1tc;~· persons 

3. "!Va.~ this person looking . 01 war . • , 1 re lying in the previous qn~stion that they dtd not "?rk at al, 
tlg, quef'(.ion served t.o obtam a count of the uncmplhoyed .. b 

4. "Even though he didn't work last week, doe.s l!e ave a J? ~r 
busines.~?" Persons temporarily absent ~rom th~1r JO~ or b~s1fcs~ 
were identified by means of thi~ quest1?n, which "as as cc o 
pcr8ons neither workiug nor lookmg for 'rnrk. 

Problems in Classification 

Cla;;sification of the po1mlation by employment status is always 
subject to error. Some of the conceptR are difficult to.apply; b.ut, 
more import.ant for certain groups, the complete m~ormat10n 
nccde<l iH not a\w!lys obtained. For example, housewives, stu
dr.nt~, ancl semiretired personf;, who are in the labor force on only 
a pllrt-tirnc or intermittent basis, may fail to re1)ort th~t they arc 
emplo~·crl or looking for "·ork unless carefully qt1eflt10ned. In 
manv cascR, enumeratorR n)[ly assume that such persons could 
not iie in t hr! labor force anrl will omit the necessary questions. 
As ll re><nlt, the statistics will unrlcrstate the size of the labor force 
arn\ overstate the numlier of pcrf'ons not in the labor force. See 
al~o paragraph hclow on "Current. Population Survey." 

Comparability 

Statistics on gainful workers.-The data on the labor force for 
I 040 1md J 050 are not exactly comparable with the statistics for 
gainful workers 1iresentcd in this report for 1920 and 1930 because 
of clifferenccs in definition. "Gainful workers" were persons 
reporter! as having a gainful occupation, that. is, an occupation 
in "·hich thcv earned money or a money equivalent, or in which 
thev assisted in t.he production of marketable goods, regardless 
of ,~·hcthcr thev were working or seeking work at the time of the 
census. A pe~son ""as not considered to have had a gainful 
occupation if his work activity was of limited extent., In contrast, 
the labor force is rlefined on the basis of activity during the census 
week only and inclurlcs all persons who \Vere employed, unem
ployed, or in the armer! forcef> in that week. Certain classes of 
pl'rsons, snch as retired workers, Rome inmatcR of institutions, 
recently incapacitated workers, and seasonal workers neither 
working nor seeking work at the time of the ccns11R, were frequently 
includerl among gainful workers; !mt, in general, such persons are 
not included in the labor force. On the other hancl, the census 
included in the labor force for 1040 and 1950 persons seeking work 
without. previous work experience, that iR, new workers. At the 
time of the 1020 and I 030 Censu~es such new workers were probably, 
for the most part, not reported as gainful workers. 

In 1020, the census daie was January 1, whereas in 1930, 1940 
and 1950 it "·a~ April I. For this additional reason, the number of 
gainful worlrnrs reported for 1920, especia1ly in agricultural areas, 
may not he altogether comparable with the statistics for later 
years. 

1940 Census.-D11ring the period 1040 to 1050, Vllrious changes 
were developed in the questionnaires and in interviewing teeh
nir111es, designed to obtain a more nearly complete count of the 
labor force.2 Although t.lie changes in questionnaire design were 
incorporaiecl iuto the 1050 Census schedule and interviewing 
techniques were stressed in training, the quality of the 1050 
fltatisiies docs not appear to have been much improved relative to 
that for 10-10 by these mearnrefl. 

The 1940 data for employed persons in this volume vary in 
some cases frorri the fignres originally published in the 1940 reports. 
The appropriate 1!)40 figures fur the employed shown in the present 
report have been adjuflted to exclude the estimated number of 
men in the armed forces at that time. This was done to achieve 
cnmparabilitr with the I !J50 employer! total which is limited to 
dvilians. 

'81•(• l'. S. ll1m•au of tlie C'l•nsus, Curnnt Pop11/11fion Reports, "Lnbor Fol'el', Emvloy
mr•nt, and Unemployment in the rnit.NI Rtatrs, 1940 to 1946," s~ril'S P-50, No. 2, 
~"pt1·ml1t•r l!Hi. 

Statistics for persons on public emergency work in 1040 were 
· • 11 ul)li'slind scparatelv· but in this report t.liey have been or1grna v p . ,.. · " ' . 

combined with those for persons seeking work m the figmes on 

unemployed for 1940. . . . . 
Current Population Survey.--Tho e~timatcd size of the c1V1l'.an 

labor force in the United States based on the Cun:ent ~opulat.1011 
Survey is about 5 percent above the corresponrhng figure fro.m 
the 1950 Census. An investigation of the reason for the dis
crepancy is being conducted. Examination of the .census retums 
for a sa~ple of households that were also included m the Cu~rcnt 
Population Survey for April 1050 indicates that, although rh~cr
ences of all kinds were found, on balance, the C1'.rrent Population 
Survey enumerators, who are much more experienced than were 
the temporary census enumerators, reported more completely the 
em )lovmcnt or unemployment of teen-agers and of women 25 yearR 
olj and over. This difference is reflect.eel in higher lahor force par
ticipation rates and unemployment rates for t~1os.e gron1?s rmd a 
more accurate reporting of persons emp1oyed 111 md1rntr1CR, such 
as agrieultnre, trade, and personal services, where part-t.ime or 
occasional work is widely prevalent. These are the groups for 
whom variability in response is relatively great in labo~· ~orce Rnr
vcys. On the other hanrl, the d!ffercnces were at. a m1,i1J1mlll~ fo

1
1; 

men and young women-the maJor components of the full-time 
labor force. 

It may be estimated on the basis of this analysis that !ierluip:~ 
3 percent of the total population 1'1 years old and o:or Ill A1~ril 
1050 were actually in the labor force but were class1ficd outs1rle 
the labor force in the census retums. This percentage will var? 
from State to State and between one population group and 
another. For example, misclassification was somowhat grenter 
for nonwhite than for white persons. 

Other data.-Bccause the 1950 Census employment datn were 
obtained by household interview, they differ from statistics based 
on reports from individual business establislnncnts, farm nnt.cr
prises, and certain government programs. Tho data based on 
household interviews provide information about the work status 
of the whole population, without duplication. Persons employed 
at more than one job are counted only once as employer! and arn 
classified according to the job at which they workocl the greate8t 
number of hours during the census week. In statistics based on 
reports from business and farm establishments, on the other hand, 
persons who work for more than one establishment may be counted 
more than once. Moreover, other data, unlike those presented 
here, generally exclude private household workers, unpaid family 
workers, and self-employed persons, and may include workorR lcRH 
than 14 years of age. An additional difference arises from the 
fact that persons with a job but not at work are included with the 
employed in the statistics shown here, whereas only part of this 
group is likely to be included in employment figures based on 
establishment payroll reports. Furthermore, the household re
ports include persons on the basis of their place of residence 
regardless of where they work, whereas establishment reports 
relate persons to their place of work regardless of where they live; 
the two types of data may not be comparable for areas where a 
significant number of workers commute to or from other areas. 

For a number of reasons, the unemployment figures of tho 
Bureau of the Census are not directly comparable with the pub
lished figures for unemployment compensation claims or claims 
for veterans' readjustment allowances. Certain persons such aR 
private household and government workers arc generally not 
eligible for unemployment compensation. Further, the place 
where claims are filed may not necessarily be the same as the 
place of residence of the unemployed worker. In addition, the 
qualifications for drawing unemployment compensation differ 
from the definition of unemployment used by the Census Bureau. 
For example, persons working only a few hours during the week 
and persons with a job but not at work arc sometimes eligible for 
unemployment compensation but are classified by the Census 
Bureau as employed. 
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HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

The data on hours worked were derived from answers to the 
question "How many hours did he work last week?" asked of 
persons who reported they had worked during the week prior to 
their enumeration. The statistics refer• to the number of hours 
actually worked during the census week and not necessarily to 
the number usually worked or the scheduled number of hours. 
For persons working at more than one job, the figures relate to the 
combined number of hours worked at all jobs during the week. 
The data on hours worked presented in Chapter C provide a broad 
classification of young employed persons into full-time and part
time workers. The proportion of persons who worked only a 
small number of hours is probably understated because such 
persons were omitted from the labor force count more frequently 
than were full-time workers. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Definitions 

The statistics on weeks worked are based on replies to the 
question, "Last year, in how many weeks did this person do any 
work at all, not counting work around the house?" This question 
was asked of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 years old and over. 
The data pertain to the number of different weeks during 1949 in 
which a person did any work for pay or profit (including paid 
vacations and sick leave) or worked without pay on a family farm 
or in a family business. Weeks of active service in the armed 
forces are also included. It is probable that the number of persons 
who worked in 1949 is understated, because there is some tendency 
for respondents to forget intermittent or short periods of 
employment. 

Comparability 

In 1950, no distinction was made between a part-time and a full
time workweek, whereas in 1940 the enumerator was instructed 
to convert part-time work to equivalent full-time weeks. A full
time week was defined as the number of hours locally regarded as 
full time for the given occupation and industry. Further differ
ences are that, in the l!l40 reports, the data were shown for wage 
and salary workers only and were published in terms of months 
rather than weeks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In the l!l50 Census of Population, information on occupation, 
industry, and class of worker was collected for persons in the 
experienced civilian labor force. AIL three items related to one 
specific job held by the person. For an employed person, the 
information referred to the job he held during the census week. 
If he was employed at two or more jobs, the job at which he 
worked the greatest number of hours during the census week was 
reported. For an experienced unemployed person, the informa
tion referred to the last job he had 1eld. 

The classification systems used for the occupation and industry 
data in the 1950 Census of Popl'lation are described below. These 
systems were developed in con ultation with many individuals, 
private organizations, and government agencies, and, in particular, 
the Joint Committee on Occupational Classification (sponsored by 
the American Statistical Association and the United States Bureau 
of the Budget). 

Occupation 

The occupation information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of work was he doing?" 

Classification system.-The occupational classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population is organized into 12 
major groups, which form the basis for the occupation data in 
Chapter B of this volume. The system consists of 469 items, 
270 of which are specific occupation categories; the remainder are 
subgroupings (mainly on the basis of industry) of 13 of the occu-

pation categories. For the detailed occupation tables in Chapter C, 
certain of the categories were combined, and the detailed occupa
tion list used here consists of 446 items (tables 73 and 7 4). The 
composition of each of the detailed categories is shown in the 
publication, U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, 
Classified Index of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

In the presentation of occupation data for cities of 50,000 to 
100,000 in Chapter C, as well as in the cross-classifications of 
occupation by urban-rural residence, age, race, class of worker, 
and income, intermediate occupational classifications of 158 items 
for males and 67 items for females have been used (tables 75 to 
78). These intermediate classifications represent selections and 
combinations of the items in the detailed system. A listing of 
the relationships between the two levels of classification can be 
obtained by writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, '\'ash
ington 25, D. C. This listing will also appear in the United States 
summary part of Volume II. 

In the separation of "Managers, officials, and proprietors 
(n.e.c.)" by class of worker into salaried and self-employed com
ponents, the small number of unpaid family workers in this oc
cupation is included in the self-employed component. Since the 
data presented in the occupation tables refer only to civilians, 
the category "Members of the armed forces" shown in table 73 
is limited to experienced unemployed persons whose last job was 
as a member of the armed forces. 

Relation to DOT classification.-The occupational classification 
of the Population Census is generally comparable with the system 
used in the Dictionary of Occupational Titles {DOT).3 The two 
systems, however, are designed to meet different needs and to be 
used under different circumstances. The DOT system is designed 
primarily for employment service needs, such as placement and 
counseling, and is ordinarily used to classify very detailed occu
pational information obtained in an interview with the worker 
himself. The census system, on the other hand, is designed for 
statistical purposes and is ordinarily used in the classification of 
limited occupational descriptions obtained in an interview with 
a member of the worker's family. As a result, the DOT system 
is much more detailed than the census system; and it also call;; 
for many types of distinctions which cannot be made from census 
information. 

Industry 

The industry information presented here was derived from 
answers to the question, "What kind of business or industry was 
he workiug in?" 

Classification system.-The industrial classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population consists of 148 
categories, organized into 13 major groups. For the detailed 
industry tables in Chapter C of this volume, a f!lw of the categories 
were combined, and the detailed industry list used here consists 
of 146 categories (tables 79 and 80). The composition of each 
of the detailed categories is shown in the publication, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, 19/JO Census of Population, Classified Index 
of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 1950. 

Although certain of the industry data in Chapter B are limited 
to the 13 major groups, most of the industry data in Chapter B 
are based on a condensed classification of 41 groups. Further
more, in Chapter C, an intermediate classification of 77 categories 
has been used in the presentation of industry data for cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, as well as in the cross-classifications of industry 
by age, race, class of worker, major occupation group, weeks 
worked, and income (tables 81 to 86). Both the 41-item and 
77-item classifications represent selections and combinations of 
the categories in the detailed system. The relationships among 
these three levels of classification are shown in list A. 

'See U. S. Department of Labor, Bmeau of Employment Security, D!ctionarv of 
Occ1Lpat1onal Titles, Second Edition, Vols. I and II, Washington, D. C .. 1949. 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 

[Figures in parentheses In third column are code designations in the Stanclard Industrial C!ass!fication; see text for explanation] 

CondensPd classlflrotion-41 Items Intermediate clo.•siflcatl~n-77 Items Detailed ciasslflcation--1<!8 Items 

Agriculture...................................... Agrtcultum. _ ••.•..••.•.....•.•..•....•••..•••••• ·-····--· Agriculture (01, 07 cxc. 0713). 

fF ores try (08). 
Forestr~· and fisheries ........ _................... Forestry and tlslmics .•.....•.. --- -----. -- --- ...•.•.• ---·· lFisheries (Og), 

{

Coal minin~----------·-··································· Coa.l mining (11, 12). t t (l
3

)· 
Mining .......................................... Cr~dapetroleumandnaturaJgasextrt1ctlon ............... ~~t~~~~~\~~u(n).ndnaturn!gase.x rnc Ion •. 

Mming nnd quarryln~, cxcerit fueL. ............•......... {Nonmetallic mining and q1mrrylng, except fuel (H). 

Constrnctlon..... .. ... .•.. .... . .• ..•... ...•.•... Construction ..•. ---·-·--·--·-··........................... Construction (15-17). 

{
Loggin~ Logging (241). 

Furniturr, a11d lumbcrnnd woocl prnilurls ...•.•• fla'."'mrns;i>iani1~~-illlii8;an<imiii\,;ork:::~:::::::::::::::· Sawmills, pinning mills, nnd m!ll work (2·12, 243). 
M1scellanaous wood products ..••.•..•..•..•....•••.....•. MlsooJJnncons wood prorlncts (244, 249). 
Furniture and fixtures .................................... Furniture an<\ fixtures (25), 

. {mast furnaces, steel works, nnd rollinf( mills (331). 
Primary mrtal lruluHrics ........................ {Primary iron and steel industries.......................... Otpor primatY Iron anrl steel Industries (3:l2, 330 '). 

\Prlrnary nonferrous industries............................. Primary nonferrous industries (333-330, 33921, 33U\l 1). 

Fnbr!mtrd mrtul in<lnstrlcs (incl. not sprcifie<l 318', 3401-3405). !Fabricated steel products (10 cxc. 104, 311-343, :JH oxc. 344-t, 3·lO'. 

mrtnl) .................. ., ••.................•. Fabricated metal Industries (Incl. not specified metal) .•... Fahricntcdnonfcrrousmctnlproducts (M14, 3·!0:P, 347, 34Hll', MUG, 31Ui, 
3499). 

N"ot specified metal industries.• 

{
Agricultural mnchlnery and tractors (31i2). 

~1nchinery, except elcclt·ical..... .. .. .. . . .. .. .•. . Machinery, except clectricul.. .. _ .••..•... .. . . .... .•.•.. .. Office and store nu\chlnes and devices (857). 
Miscellaneous machinery (351, 35.1-35n, 358, 359). 

E!evtriclll lll·lChlncrr. c11ui1anent, and supplles ... Electrlml machinery, equipment, and supplies .•.....•.. -· Electrical machinery, equipment, and su11plles mm. 
!lfolor whiclcs und motor \·chicle equipment.... Motor whiclcs and motor vehicle equipment.............. Motor vehicles and motor vehicle eqnipnwnt (371). 

{
A.lrcrnrt and parts Airernft nnd parts (372). 

Transportation 011uipnient, cxc. motor vehicle .• - Shin nnn boat bniJrffng iifici" repiifririi."_"."_ "_-_:::: :-_:-_ "_ "_:-_-_ -_-_-_: Shin and boat building mid 1·epnirin~ (3n). 
Railroad anrl miscellaneous tmnsportulion erinipmcnt-.. .. Rallroad and mlsccllnncous transporti1tlon t'Qulpmrnt (:J71, 375, 370). 

I
O!ass and glass products .................................. Glass and glass products (321-32:1). 

{

Cement, nnrl concrete, gypsum, 1111cl pln~tcr prnducts (324, 327). 
Stone and clay proau . Structural clay products (325). 

O!ht•r tlurnbtr goods............................. . cts ...•..•. · •·· •· ···- ·· · • ·· ·• ·- · ·• ·· ·· Pottery nnd related pro<lucL• (320). 
Miscellaneous nonmetallic mineral ancl stone protlucts (32R, 3211). 

{

Professlotlfll equipment and suppllt's (!fl.I, 38h185), 
All other dnmblc goods • Photographic equipment and supplies (380). 

· ·•• ······-·······-----·········-· Watches, clocks, and clockwork·oporntc<l devices (:lR7). 
Miscellaneous munufucturlug industrfos (30). 

1[Bl\. foknt pror1u
1
cts. ----·- ..........• ···-·····--·-······ ..•.... Meat prociucts <201). 

I a rry !Jroructs.......................................... Bakery products (205). 
Food and kindrC<l products...................... !Dairy products (202). 

Can.ning and preserving fruits, vegetables, and sea foods (2G3). 
. Gram-mill products (0713, 204). 

Other food industnes ............................•... __ . .• . Confeetf onery and related 11roduct.s (207), 
Beverage Industries (208). 
Mlsccllancous food prcrmrntlons nncl kindrccl pr0tlucts (200, 200). 
Not specified food industries.' 

{

Knitting mills............................................. Knittin~ mills (225). 
Textile mill products •........ ··-········· ..•.... Yarn_, thread, and fabric mills .•.....•.............•....... Yurn, thread, nnd rubric mllls (22l-22•l) 

Olher tcxtllc mlll prod , {lcJypiur; and Jlnfshlng textiles, except knit goo(!s (220). 
uc,s ••.• _.................... ....... ,arpcts, rugs, and other floor covm"ings (227). 

Mlsccllaneous textile mill products (228, 220). 

Apparel and other fabricated textile products .• ,. Apparel nnd other fabricated textile products {Apparel and accessories (2~ exc. 2~0), 
··········· · · · Miscellaneous fabricated textile products (23\l), 

Printing, publishing, and nJlied Industries ••••.•. p ! ti hi! hi 
r n ng, pu s ng, and aliled industries................. Printing, 1mbllsh1ng, and allied industries (27). 

!
Syntlwtic fibers (2825). 

r'hrmlcals and nlllcd products .•..........•...... Ch 1 1 d II' d Drugs and medicines (283), 
cm ca s an a ie products ............................. Pnlnts, varnishes, nnd 1·elated products (285). 

M~~~~J)~ous chomlcals and nilled products (281, 282 cxc. 282!i, 284, 

Tobacco manufactures .................................... 1'ohacco manufactures (2I). 
Paper and sllled products f Ppulp, paper, and paperboard mills (201). 

·········-······················· aperhoard containers and hoxes (207). 
Othc d bl l Misccllaneous paper and pulp pt'oducts (204-2on 269). 

r non uru e goot 8 ······-·················· r•etroleum nnd coal products ......•..•........•..•.•..... fl'etroleum refining (201). ' 
Rubber products........... · lMlsccllaneous pet(oleum and cMI products (20 exc. 201). 
Footwear except rubb ····--·········-·········-···-· Rubber products (~O). 

• er................................. Footwear, except rubbe.r (313, 314). 
Leather and leather products, except footwear ....••.••... {Leather: tanner!, curried, and tlnlsl1cd (311), 

· Leather products, except footwe!J.r (312, 315-317, :HO). 
l\ot Rp~clf\M manufm:turhig il1dustrlcs ......... "r ' ill d 

' 
0

• spec c manufncturlng Industries .....•.•.....•••....• Not speclllcd manufactnring lndust.rics.a 
Ru!lroads um! railway express service .. _ .••..•• _. Rullroa<ls and railway express •cn•ice 

1 - ·•••··•··········•·•· Ra ll'On<ls and railway express service (40). 
Trucking service and warehousing............... T , 

- ruck,ng scr\'lce and warehousing...................... {Truckin!( ~ervlce (421, 428), 
· · Wurehousmg anrl storngc (422-425, 420), 

rS1.reot railways and bus lines 
Wntor transportation · ·••·•··•··•··•· ·······•·· ·•··· Street railways and bus lines (41 43 exc 433) 

Other tran.•portatlon ......•.•......•...•.•....... 1Alr transportntton ....••. ··••••·••··•···············•··· Water transportation (44). ' • . 
········'"-··········-·····-············· Air transportation (45). 

All other 1.nmsportat.lon........... _ {Taxicab sorvire (43:J)_. . 
·· ·•········•··••··•··· Petroleum ~i1d gnsohnc p1po lines (46). 

Services lnc1dental to transportation (4i). 
Tclerommunications ..•.•.. ., ······--··········. 1' I <' ocomnmuicatlons ..................................... {'l'rlephono (w_lrc and radio) (481). 

See footnotes nt end of table, - ·· Telegraph (wire and rndlo) (48 exc. 481), 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION-Con. . 

Condensed class!flcat!on-41 Items Intermediate class!flcation-77 items Detailed class!flcat!on-148 Items 

. jElectr!c light and power' (491). 

{

Electric and gas ut!l!tics ___________________________________ Electric-gas utilities' (493). 
Utilities and sanitarv services Gas and steam supply systems (492, 49ll). 

• -·------------------ · Water supply (491\. 
Water supply, sanitary services, and other utilities·-·--·-· Sanitary services (49/i), 

Other and not spccUled ut!l!t!cs a (497). 

Motor vehicles and equipment (.501, 5lll). 
Drugs, chemicals, and aJlied products (502, 5112). 
Dry goods and apparel (503, 5113, fi132). 
Food and related products (504, 505, 5114, 5133 5134, 514). 
Electrical goods, hardware, and plumbing equipment (506, 507, 5ll6). 

Wholesale trade.------------·--------·······--·-· WhQfoso.lc tru<le. __________________________________________ Machinery, equipment, and supplie,~ (508, 5118, 5136). 
Petroleum products (512). 
Farm products-raw materials (5000, 5135). 
Miscellaneous wholesale trade (5091-5095, 5097-50911 ', 5116, 5117, 6119, 

5137-51~9 'J. 
Not spedfled wholesnle trade.• 

Food & dniry produets stores, and milk retni!ing__ Food and dairy products stores and milk retailing { fi'ood stores, except dairy products (J'i4 exc. 545), · ' -------· Dairy products stores and milk reta!ling (545). 

Eating and drinking places __ ---------·-·--·--____ Eating and drinking places.. ________ .______________________ Eating and drinking places (;58), 

Other retail trade ________________ , ____________ ._ __ 

General merchandise and five and ten cent stores {Ocnernl merchandise stores (53 exc. 533). 
---------- Five and ten cent stores (533), 

~pparel and accessories stores ... '. ____________________ ..... {gf,fo"~fJr~~~Jli~'fssorles stores, except shoe stores (.i6 exe. 566). 

Furniture home furnishings and equipment stores {Furniture and ~ousefurn!shings stores (571). 
' ·' -· ----· Household appl!ance and radio stores (572). 

Motor vehicles and accessories retailing .. __ ---·-·_________ Motor vehicles and accessories retailing (55 exc. 554). 
Gasoline service stations __ -------------------------------· Gasoline service stations (554). . 
Drug stores. ____ ---------------·----------- ________ ------· Drug stores (591). 
H d f · 1 & b "Id' · 1 .1. {Hardware and farm Implement stores (525). ar ware, arm imp cment, m mg mater1n reta1 mg. Lumber and building material retailing (52 exc. 525). 

!
Liquor stores (592). · 

. Retail florists (5902). 
All ti t ·1 t d Jewelry stores (597). 0 mr re nt m e. -------·-----·----------------------- Fuel and ice retailing (598). 

Miscellaneous retail stores (593-5116, 590 exc. 5992). 
Not specified retail trade.• 

· {Banking nnd credit a~cnc!es (60, 61). 

F' I d I t t . ' 67). 
{

Banking and other finance-------------------------------- Security and commodity brokerage., and Investment companies (62, 

mance, nsurancc, an rea es a e .. --:----------- {Insurance (o3, 64). 
· Insurance nnd reul estate __________________________________ Ren! estate• (65). 

Real estate-insurance-law offices• (66). 

Business services _________ --------------. ____ .-·-· Business services. _______________________ . _________ -------- Accounting, auditing, and bookkeeping services (737). {
Advertising (731). 

Ml•cellaneous business services (732-736, 739). 

Repair services {Automobile repair ~ervlc~ and garages____________________ Automobile repair services and garages (75). 
- --· -------------- ---------------- Miscellaneous repair services______________________________ Miscellaneous repair services (76). 

Private households ____ . __ ----·. ____________ .____ Private households _____________ "--------- __ --------------- Private households (88). 

Hotels nnd lodging places.------ _____ --------____ Hotels and lodging places __ ------------------------------- Hotels and lodging places (70). 

{
Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services _________________ Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services (721, 722, 727 7). 

Other personal services_------------------------- {Dressmaking shops (7271 7), 
All other personal services _________________________________ Shoe repair shops (7211). 

Miscellaneous personal services (723, 724, 726, 729). 

Entertnlnmcnt and recreation services ... _____ .. _ 

Medical 1md other health services ___________ .... _ 
Educational services, government_ __ . ___________ _ 
Educational services, private __ ---------·- ______ . 

Theaters and motion !'ictures (78, 792). !
Radio broadcasting and television (77). 

Entertainment o.nd recreation services _____________________ Bowling alleys, and b lliard and pool parlors (793). ( 
Miscellaneous entertainment and recreation services 791, 794-79G, 

799). 

Mecllca! and other health sen·lces _________________________ {N6;;dJftii:(~g~~1er health services, except hospitals (80 exc. 806). 

~du~at!onal services, goyernmcnL------------------------ Educat\onal sc~vices, goy~rnment}' (s2, 84}. 
.ducat10nnl sorvices, rmvato ___________________ ----------- Edueatmnal set vices, pn~ato 

• . 1- ! . . [Welfare and religious services (866, 867). . . r" olfmc, re 1g ous, and membership orgnn!zat10ns_ -------. lNonproflt membership organizations (861-865 869). 
Other profess10nal and rel:ited sernccs ___________ l {Legal services (8l). ' 

Legal, engineering, and misc. professional services ___ ------ Engineer. ing and architectural services (801). 
Miscellaneous professional and related services (89 exc. 891). 

Public administration._ .. ----------------------- Federal public administration----------------------------· Federal publ!c administration (llO &) 
{

Postal service ___ ------------------------------·------------ Postal service } 

S d I 1 11 . . {State public administration • tatcan oca pub cadmlrustrat10n. _____________________ Localpublleadmiuistrat!on 

Industry not reported _____ ----------------------- Industry not reported------------------------------------_ Industry not reported (99). 

NOTE: See Execut.!ve Office of the President, Bureau of the Budget, Standard Indnstrial Class(fication .Manual, Vol. I, Afanufact1'rinu Industries, Part 1 (November 1945 
edition); and Vol. II, NonmanMfamrino Indllstries (May 1949 edition), Washington, D. O. 

' Components of SIC categories 3302 and 3399 are allocated between "Other primary iron and steel industries" and "Primary nonferrous industries" on a ferrous-nonferrous basis. 
'Components of SIC categories 3463 rmd 3489 are allocated between "Fabricated steel products" and "Fabricated nonfl'rrous metal products" on a ferrous-nonferrous basis. 
' In the Population Census system, "not specified" categories were set up within certain groups to take care of schedule returns which were not suf!l.c!ently precise for allocation 

to n specific category within the group. 
• "Electric light and power" and "Electric-gas utilities" are combined into a single category in the Volume II tnbles on detalled industry. 
' Components of SIC mtegories 509U and 5139 are alloeu.ted by type of merchandise to the appropriate Population Census whol.,sale trade c:.te.gory, wherever possible. 
'"Real estate" and "Heal ostate-!nsurance-law offices" are combmed into a single category ln tbe Volume II tables on deta!le.d !nrlustry. 
'Dressmaking shops are shown separately from the rest of SIC category 7271, which is included in "Lauuder!ng, cle:ming, and dyeing services." 
'Sec text for explanation of lmsic difference between SIC and Population Census in classification of government workers. 
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Relation to Standard Industrie.1 Classi:flcation.-List A shows 
for each Population Census category the code designation of the 
similar category or categories in the Standard Industrial Classi
fication (SIC). This relationship is presented here for general 
information purposes only and does not imply complete compara
bility. The SIC, which was developed under the sponsorship of 
the United States Bureau of the Budget, is designed for the classi
fication of industry reports from establishments. These reports 
are, by tl1eir nature and degree of detail, considerably different 
from industry reports obtained from household enumerations such 
as the Population Census. AI3 a result, many distinctions called for 
in the SIC cannot be observed in the Population Census. Further
more, the needs which the Population Census data are designed to 
meet frequently differ from the needs which the establishment 
data meet. Perhaps the most basic difference between the two 
systems is in the allocation of government workers. The SIC 
classifies all government agencies in a single major group, whereas 
t.he Population Census industrial classification syi;tcm allocates 
them among the various groups according to type of activity, as 
explained in the next paragraph. 

Definition of "Public administration. "-The major group 
"Public administration" includes only those activities which arc 
uniquely governmental functions, such as legislative and judicial 
activities and most of the activities in the executive agencies. 
Government agencies engaged in educational and medical services 
and in activities commonly carried on also by private enterprises, 
such as transportation and manufacturing, are classified in the 
appropriate industrial category. For example, persons employed 
by a hospital are classified in the "hospitals" category, regardless 
of whether they a.re paid from private or public funds. The 
total number of government workers appears here in the data on 
class of worker; of particular significance in this connection is the 
cross-classification of industry by class of worker (table 83). 

Relation to certain occupation groups.-In the Population 
Census classification systems, the industry category "Agriculture" 
is somewhat more inclusive than the total of the two major occu
pation groups, "Farmers and farm managers" and "Farm laborers 
and foremen." The industry category includes, in addition to all 
persons in these two major occupation groups, (a) other persons 
employed on farms, such as truck drivers, mechanics, and book
keepers, and (b) persons engaged in agricultural activities other 
than strictly farm operation, such as crop dusting or spraying 
cotton ginning, and landscape gardening. Similarly, the industr; 
category "Private households" •is somewhat more inclusive than 
the major occupation group "Private household workers." In 
addition t? the housekeepers, la.undresses, and miscellaneous types 
?f domestic worke~s covered by the major occupation group, the 
mdustry category mcludes persons in occupations such as chauf
feur and secretary, if they work for private households. 

Class of Worker 

The class-of-worker information, as noted above refers to the 
same j?b as does the occupation and industry info;mation. The 
allo.cat1on. of a person to a particular class-of-worker category is 
?as1c~lly mdependent, however, of the occupation or industry 
m which he worked. '.l'he classification by class of worker consists 
of four categories which are defined a.s follows: 

}· Private wage and salary worker8.-Persons who worked for 

ka. pdr1vate employer for wages, salary, commission tips pay-in-
m , or at piece rates. ' ' 

m 2. Go~ernmcnt workers.-Persons who worked for any govcrn-

he!lthal humt (F~deral, State, or local), regardless of the activity 
w ic t c particular agency carried on. 
f ~· Self-employed workers.-Persons who worked for profit or 
f°es m ·l~e1r own business, profession, or trade, or who operated a 
arm c1 er as an owner or tenant. Included here are the owner

opifators of large stores. and manufacturing establishments as 
we 8; small merchants, mdcpendent craftsmen and professional 
m~n. a;-m~r~, peddlers, and other persons who conducted enter
prises o t e1r own. Persons paid to manage businesses or farms 
owned by other persons or by corporations, on the other hand, a.re 

classified as private wage and salary workers (or, in some few cases, 
as government workers). 

4. Unpaid family workers.-Persons who worked without. pay 
on a farm or in a business operated by a member of the household 
to whom they a.re related by blood or marriage. The great major
ity of unpaid family workers are farm laborers. 

The relatively small number of persons for whom class of 
worker was not reported has been included among private wage 
and salary workers unless there wa.s evidence on the census schedule 
that they should have been classified in one of the other class-of
worker categories. 

Quality of Data 

The omission from· the labor force of an appreciable number of 
workers (mainly youths, women, and part-t.ime workers), as ex
plained in the section on "Empioyment status," has probably re
sulted in some understatement in many of the occupation, indus
try. and class-of-worker figures. Another factor to be considered 
in the interpretation of these data is that enumerators sometimes 
returned occupation and industry designations which were not 
sufficiently specific for precise allocation. One cause may have 
been the enumerator's carelessness or his lack of knowledge of how 
to describe a particular job on the census schedule. Another 
possible cat1sc was la.ck of adequate knowledge about the worker's 
job on the part of the housewife or other person from whom the 
enumerator obtained the information. Indefinite occupation and 
industry returns can frcquentlv be assigned, hownver, to the appro
priate category through the use of supplementary information. 
For example, in the case of occupation, the industry return on the 
census schedule is often of great assistance. In the case of in
definite industry returns, helpful information can frequently be 
obtained from outside sources regarding the types of industrial 
activity in the given area. The basic document used in the alloca
tion of the schedule returns of occupation and industry to the 
appropriate categories of the classification systems is the publica
tion, U. 8. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Popula.tion, Alpha
betical Index of Occupations and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. 

It can be expected that the application of detailed occupational 
and industrial classifications to approximately 60 million workers 
will be subject to some error. Although the number of misclassi
fications probably does not hiive any serious effect on the useful
ness of most of the data, there arc 11. few cases where relativclv 
small numbers of erroneous returns ma.y produce what might b~ 
regarded as a serious misstatement of the facts. These cases 
relate mainly to the numbers of women and children shown in 
occupations which are unusual for such persons, and to the 
gov~rnment workers shown in industries that arc ordinarily not 
earned on by government agencies. Some of the more obvious 
miscla.ssifications have been adjusted, but it was not possible to 
perform a complete review of the data for small discrepancies. 

Comparability 

. 19~0 Census data,-The changes in schedule design and intcr
v1ewmg techniques for the labor force questions as explained 1·11 the 

t' "E 1 ' sec 10n on <mp oyment status," do not affect comparability 
between 1940 and 195~ for most of the occupation, industry, and 
class-of-worker categories. There is evidence however that for 
the c~tegori.es which include relatively large p;oportions' of fe~a.le 
unpa~rl family workers ("Farm laborers, unpaid family workers " 
"Agr1?ulture," and "Unpaid family workers"), the 1940 data a~e 
sometimes understated by an appreciable amount relative to 1950. 

For experienced unemployed persons the 1950 occupation data 
arc n~t comparable with the data shown in the 1940 Third Series 
bulletimi. The occupation data for public emergency workers 
(one of the two component groups of the unemployed in 1940) 
refer to "current job," whereas the "last job" of the unemplovcd 
was reported in 1950. · 

The ~ccupational and industrial classification systems used in 1940 
are basically t.he same as those of 1950. There arc a number of 
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differences, however, in the title and content for certain items 
and in the degree of detail shown for the various major groups. A 
complete analysis of classification differences between 1940 and 
1950 is in preparation. The 1940 classification system for class of 
worker is comparable with the 1950 classification system. 

The 1940 occupation and industry data shown in tbis volume 
include adjustments which take account of the differences between 
the 1940 and 1950 classification systems. These adjustments were 
based mainly on estimates developed from figures for the country 
as a whole, rather than from a detailed evaluation of the various 
classification differences in each State. 

In addition, satisfactory numerical information was not always 
available on tbe effect of some classification changes, even on a na
tional level. Furthermore, there were certain differences between the 
1940 and 1950 coding and editing procedures which could not be 
measured statistically. Caution should be exercised, therefore, in 
interpreting small numerical changes. Caution should also be 
exercised with regard to large relative increases in the numbers of 
women engaged in occupations which are unusual for women. 
Although it is certainly true that women have expanded tbe range 
of their occupational activities during the la.st decade, the figures 
shown here may, in some cases, tend to overstate this expansion 
because more intensive checking of questionable returns of this 
type was performed in 1940 than in 1950; this is particularly true 
of the railroad occupations. 

The 1940 data on occupation, industry, and class of worker 
shown. in this volume have been revised to eliminate members of 
the armed forces, in order to achieve comparability with the 1950 
figures for the employed which are limited to civilians. In the 
occupation tables of the l!l40 reports, the armed forces were 
mainly included in the major group "Protective service workers." 
In the industry tables, the armed forces were all included in the 
major group "Government." In the class-of-worker tables, the 
armed forces were all included in the category "Government 
workers" (or in the total "'Vage or salary workers"). 

The 1940 major occupation group figures presented in Chapter 
C of this volume may differ in some cases from t.he corresponding 
figures presented in Chapter B. The revised figures shown in 
Chapter C were developed by a more detailed analysis of the 
1940-l!l50 classification differences than were the figures in 
Chapter B. 

1930 and earlier census de.te..-Prior to 1940, the census data 
on the economically active population referred to "gainful workers" 
rather than to "labor force." The differences between these two 
concepts are described in the section on "Employment status." 
The effects of this variation in approach on the various occupation 
and industry categories are virtually impossible to measure. For 
most categories, the number of gainful workers is probably 
equivalent to the number of persons in the experienced civilian 
labor force. For certain categories, particularly those with rela
tively large numbers of seasonal workers, the gainful worker 
figures are probably somewhat greater than the labor force :figures. 

The occupational and industrial classification systems used in 
the 1930 Census and earlier censuses were markedly different from 
the 1950 systems. The relationship between the present and 
earlier systems is being analyzed, and the results of the study will 
be made available by the Census Bureau. For information on 
occupation and industry data from 1930 and earlier censuses, see 
the publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census 
Reports, Population, Comparative Occupation Statistics for the 
United States, 1870 to 1940, Washington, D. C., 1943. 

Other data . ..-Comparability between the statistics presented in 
this volume and statistics from other sources is frequently affected 
by the use of different classification systems, as well as by many of 
the factors described in the paragraphs on comparability with 
Current Population Survey data and other data in the section on 
"Employment status." 

INCOME 

Definitions 

Components of income.-Income, as defined in the 1950 Census, 
is the sum of money received f.rom wages or salaries, net income 
(or loss) from self-employment, and income other than earnings. 
The figures in this report represent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income taxes, social security, bond 
purchases, union dues, etc. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as income: 
money received from the sale of property, unless the recipient was 
engaged in the business of selling such property; the value of 
income "in kind," such as food produced and consumed in the 
home or free living quarters; withdrawals of bank deposits; money 
borrowed; tax refunds; gifts and lump-sum inheritances or insurance 
payments. 

Information was requested of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 
years of age and over on the following income categories: (a) The 
amount of money wages or salary received in 1949; (b) the amount 
of net money income received from self-employment in 1949; and 
(c) the amount of other money income received in l!J49. If the 
person was the head of a family, these three questions were 
repeated for the other family members as a group in order to 
obtain the income of the whole family. The composition of 
families is as found at the time of interview, although the time 
period covered by the income statistics is the calendar year 1940. 
Specific definitions of these three categories are .as follows: 

1. Wages or salary.-This is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee. It includes wages, 
salary, armed forces pay, commissions, tips, piece-rate payments, 
and cash bonuses earned. 

2. Self-employment income.-This is defined as net money 
income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) from a business, 
farm; or professional enterprise in which the person was engaged 
on his own account or as an unincorporated employer. Gross 
receipts include the value of all goods sold and services rendered. 
Expenses include the costs of goods purchased, rent, heat, light, 
power, depreciation charges, wages and salaries paid, business 
taxes, etc. 

3. Income other than earnings.-This includes money income 
received from sources other than wages or salary and self-employ
ment, such as net income (or loss) from rents or receipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, dividends, and periodic 
income from estates and trust funds; pensions; veterans' payments, 
armed forces allotments for dependents, and other governmental 
payments or assistance; and other income such as contributions 
for support from persons who are not members of the household, 
alimony, and periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities. 

Statistics on the income of families and unrelated individuals 
are presented in Chapter B. Unrelated individuals are shown by 
the amount of their own income; for family groups, however, the 
combined incomes of all members of each family are treated as a 
single amount. In Chapter C, data are presented for all persons 
14 years of age and over, tabulated by the amount of their own 
income. 

Quality of the Income Data 

The figures in this census, as in all field surveys of income, are 
subject to errors of response and nonrepoi'ting, In most cases 
the schedule entries for income are based not on records but on 
memory, usually that of the housewife.-·" .'PP~ memory factor in 
data derived from :field surveys of inc_ome ~probably produces 
underestimates, because the tendency is to forget minor or irregular 
sources of income. Other errors of reporting are due to misunder
standing of the income questions or to misrepresentation. 

A possible source of understatement in the figures on family 
income was the assumption in the editing process that there was 
no other income in the family when only the head's income was 
reported. It is estimated that this assumption was made for 
about 5 percent of the families. This procedure was adopted in 
order to make maximum use of the information obtained. In the 
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large majority of the fully reported cases, the head's income con
stituted all or most of the total family income. 

The income tables in Chapter B include in the lowest income 
group (under $500) those families and unrelated individuals who 
were classified as having no 1949 income, as defined in the census. 
For the country as a whole, about 6 percent of the families and 
unrelated individuals were reported as having no income. Many 
of these were living on income "in kind," savings, or gifts, or were 
newly created families or families in which the sole breadwinner 
had recently died or left the household. A relatively large pro
portion, however, probably had some money income which was 
not recorded in the census. 

Although the 1950 .Census income data are subject to these 
limitations, they appear to be of about the same quality as those 
obtained from the Current Population Survey, which has provided 
a consistent series of national estimates of the distributfon of 
consumer income each year since 1944. 

Comparability 

1940 Census data.-In 1940 all persons 14 years of age and 
over were asked to report (a) the amount of money wages or 
salary received in 1039 and (b) whether income amounting to $50 
or more was received in 1930 from sources other than I)'loney 
wages or salaries. Comparable wage or salary income distributions 
for l!l40 and 19.50 are presented in table 94 of this report All 
of the other 1950 Census income data shown in this report relate 
to total money income and are more inclusive than are the statistics 
from the I 940 Census. ' 

Income tax data.-For several reasons, the income data shown 
in this report are not directly comparable with those which may 
be obtained from statistical summaries of income tax returns. 
Income as defined for tax purposes differs somewhat from the 
Bureau of the Census concept. l\i[oreover, the coverage of income 
tax ~tatistics is less inclusive because of the exemptions of persons 
havmg small amounts of income. Furthermore, some of the 

income tax returns are filed as separate returns and others as 
joint returns; and, consequently, the income reporting unit is not 
consistently either a family or a person. 

Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance wage record data.
The wage or salary data shown in this report are not directly 
comparable with those which may be obtained from the wage 
records of. the Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurance for 
several reasons. The coverage of the wage record data for 1949 
is less inclusive than the 1950 Census data because of the exclusion 
of the wages or salaries of such groups as domestic servants, farm 
laborers, governmental employees, and employees of nonprofit 
institutions. Furthermore, no wages or salaries received from 
any one employer in .excess of $3,000 in 1949 arc covered by the 
wage record data. Finally, as the Bureau of tho Census data are 
obt.ained by housl')hold interviews, they will differ from tho Old 
Age and Survivors Insurance wage record data which are based 
upon employers' reports. 

Office of Business Economics State income payments series.
The Office of Business Economics of the Department of Commerce 
publishes data on the aggregate income received by the population 
in each State. ' If the aggregate income were estimated from tho 
income distributions shown in this report, it would be. smaller 
than that shown in the State income payments series for several 
reasons. · The ·Bureau of the Census data arc obtained by house
hold interview, whereas the State income payments series is 
estimated largely on the basis of data derived from bw;incss and 
governmental sources. Moreover, the definitions of income are 
different. The State income payments series includes some items 
not included .in the in,come data shown in this repor(c, such as 
income in killd, the value of the services o.f banks and other 
financial intermediaries rendered to persons without. the assessment 
of specific charges, and the income of persons who died or emigrated 
prior to April 1, 1950. On the other hand, the Bureau of the 
Census income data include contributions for support received 
from persons not residing in the same living quarters. 

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE DATA 
SAMPLE DESIGN 

Some of the data in the tables which follow are indicated bv 
asterisks or by headnotes as being based on information asked ~f 
~ representat~ve 20-percent sample of the population. A separate 
hue was prov1derl on the population schedule;; for each person enu
merated, with every fifth line designaterl as a sample line. Within 
each enumeration distrirt, the scherlu!es 'rnre rlivfrled approxi
matel.y equally. among five versions. On each version the sample 
constituted a different set of lines so that each line on the schedule 
was in the sample on one of the five versions. The persons 
enumerated on these sample lines were askerl all of the pertinent 
sample questions.4 

Although the proeerlurcs used die! not automaticallv insure an 
cxa~t 20-pcrcent sample of persons in each locality,· they were 
u~lnasecl and for. large areas the rleviation from 20 percent was 
expoctccl to he qm te Bmall. Small biase~, however, arose when the 
e:mmera:or failerl to follow his sampling instructions exactly. 
1 llese bias~s were usually in tlie direction of a slight unr!er
representat10n of adult males, particularly heads of househoid8, 

w1t.h the rei'lllt that the sample of all persons was verv slightly 
mirier 20 ]lCrcent. In the United Stat.es as a whole, the J;roport.ion 
of the total population enumerated in the sample was 19.95 
percent, the proportion of household heads 19.73 percent and the 
proportion of all .oth?r perRons 20.04 percent. The pro;ortion of 
the tot.al }lop11lat10n Ill the sample, by regions, "·as HJ.04 percent 

•In rn count it•s of M!chi~1m rim! Ohio, tlll' sample co:1sistNl basically of rvory fifth 
hmmrhol<l aJ11l ,th1• pc•rt1:ll'nt sam1~l" qurstirms \Vl're d!r'reted to all persons in the house
hold. A hnuR< h1>ld snmpl(• Of thrn type was US<'<i ns an rxpcrinrnnt to drtPrntlne the 
lra~lhllity of fl!l'h smn1llrs in futun' Cl'llRu~r~ of populalilm. · 

in the Northeast, 19.93 in the North Central, 19.97 in tho South, 
and 19.96 in the West. Among States, the proportions in the 
sample ranged from 19.86 percent to 20.00 percent.a 

Estimates of the number of persons with specified characteristics 
bas~d on sample data have in all cases been obtained by multi
ply!n~ the number of persons in the sample with these charac
teristics by five. Estimates of percentages have been obt.aincd iu 
each case by using the sample values for both tho nurnerator and 
denominator. 

SAMPLING VARIABILITY 

Th~ figures based on the 20-11ercent sample are subject. to 
samplmg variability which can be estimated from the standard 
errors shown in tables A and B. These tables do not reflect the 
effects of the biases mentioned above. The standard error is a 
measure of sampling variability. The chances are about 2 out 
of ~ that the difference due to sampling variability between an 
estimate and the figure that would have been olltainerl from a 
complete count of the population is less than the standard error. 
The .amount by which the standard error must be multiplied to 
obt~m. other odds deemed more appropriate can be found in most 
statist.ical textbooks. For example, the chances are about 19 out 
of 20 that the difference is less than twice the standard error and 
99 out of 1,00 that it is less than 2)-'2 times the standard error'. 

lll11st:·ation: Let us assume that for a particular citv with a 
population of 100,000 table 62 shows that there were an ~stimatecl 

l
' In the experimental areas of Mlc!Jigau and Ohio biases due to tho underenumor• 

at on of homoho!d heads did n t · · t l h ' h · 0 exrn ' a t ough somo other small problems arose 
<'Cause some enumerators made errors in tho selection of the sample in lnstitutions

1

• 
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900 persons 10 years of age who were 13nrolled in school (90 percent. 
of the 1,000 in this age group). Table A shows that the standard 
error for an estimate of 900 in areas \Vith 100,000 inhabitants is 
about 70. Consequently, the chances are about 2 out of 3 that 
the figure which would have been obtained from a complete count 
of the number of persons 10 years of age who are enrolled in school 
in this city differs by Jess than 70 from the sample estimate. It 
also follows that there is only about 1 chance in 100 that a com
plete census result would differ by as much as 175, that is, by 
about 2% times the number given in the table. Table B shows 
that the standard error of the 90 percent on a base of 1,000 is 2 
percent. For most estimates, linear interpolation will provide 
reasonably accurate results.6 

The standard errors shown in Tables A and B are not directly 
applicable to differences between two sample estimates. These 
tables are to be applied differently in the three following types of 
differences: 

1. The difference may be one between a sample figure and one 
based on a complete count, e. g., arising from comparisons be
tween 1950 data and those for 1940 or earlier years. This standard 
error of a difference of this type is identical with the \'ariability 
of the 1950 estimate. 

2. The difference may be one between two sample estimates, 
one of which represents a subclass of the other. This case will 
usually occur when a residual of a distribution is needed. For 
example, an estimate of the number of persons 7 to 13 years of 
age not enrolled in school can be obtained by subtracting the esti
mate of the number enrolled as shown in table 18 from the sample 
estimate of the total number in that age group. Tables A and B 
can be used directly for a difference of this type, with the differ
ence considered as a sample estimate. 

3. The standard error of any other type of difference will be 
approximately the square root of the sum of the squares of the 
standard error of each estimate considered separately. This 
formula will represent the actual standard error quite accurately 
for the difference between estimates of the same characteristic in 
two different areas, or for the difference between separate and 
uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. If, however, there 
is a high positive correlation between the two characteristics, the 
formula will overestimate the true standard error. 

Some of the tables present estimates of medians (e. g., median 
years of school completed, median income) as well as the corre
sponding distributions. The sampling variability of estimates of 
medians depends on the distribution upon which the medians are 
based.7 

•A closer approximation o! a standard error in table A may be obtained by using 

2.l(x).Ji-* where xis the size of the estimate and T ls the total population of the area; 

in table B, the approximation ls 2.1.Jp (1; P) where P Is the percentage being estimated 

and y the size of the base. For example, the approximation provided by the above 
rormula or the standard error of an estimate of 100,000 (x) in an area with a total popula· 
tion of 150,000 (T) ls 420; linear Interpolation would Yield about 295. 

1 The standard error of a m~dlan based on sample data may be estimated as follows: 
If the estimated total number reporting the characteristic Is N, compute the number 
N/2-.../N. Cumulate the frequencies in the table witil the class interval which con· 
ta!ns this number ls located. By linear Interpolation, obtain the value below which 
N/2-../N cases Ile. In a slmllar manner, obtain the value below which N/2+../N 
cases Ile. If information on the characteristic had boon obtained from the total populs· 
t!on, the chances are about 2 out of 3 t'1at the median would Ile between these two 
values. Tho chances will be 1>bout 19 out ol 20 that the median wlll be in the Interval 

N 1-computed similarly but us!ng·2±2-v N and about 91l ln 100 that It will be in the in· 

terval obtained by using ~:1:u../N. 

RATIO ESTIMATES 

It is possible to make an improved estimate of an absolute 
number (improved in the sense that the standard error is smaller) 
whenever the class in question forms a part of a larger group for 
which both a sample estimate and a complete count are available. 
This alternative estimate is particularly useful when the charac
teristic being estimated is a substantial part of the larger group; 
when the proportion is small, the improvement will be relatively 
minor. The improved estimate (usually referred to as a "ratio 
estimate") may be obtained by multiplying a percentage based 
on sample data by the figure which represents the complete count 
of the base of the percentage. 

The effect of using ratio estimates of this type is, in general, to 
reduce the relative sampling variability from that shown for an 
estimate of a given size in table A to that shown for the corre
sponding percentage in table B. Estimates of these types are 
not being published by the Bureau of the Census because of the 
much higher cost necessary for their preparation than for the 
estimates derived by multiplying the sample result by five. 

TABLE A.-STANDARD ERROR oF EsTIMATED NuMBER 

[Range of 2 chances out of 3] 

Estimated 
Population of area t 

_ numbe_r __ 11,ooo i 10,000, 20,~1~00,000 \ 250,000 \1,000,00015,000,000115,000,~ 
50-·---··-··--·-··· 10 I 10 10 I JO I 10 I 10 10 I 10 
100 ___ ··--··----··· 20 I 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 
250.--·-·-··-··-··· 30 ao 30 30 ao :io so ao 
500 __________ ··-··- 30 I 50 50 50 ''° 50 50 50 
1,000. ·---··--·--·- 20 GO GO 70 70 70 70 70 
2,500. -······-··-·· -··--- llO 100 lllO lOC JOO !GO 100 
5,ooo_ ------------- ------

1 
110 mo 140 140 150 150 1so 

10,000 •. --··--·--·· ----·· 60 160 200 200 210 210 210 
15,000 .. --··--·--·- ----·· ···---· 170 240 250 250 250 2.'iO 
25,()()() _____________ --·-·· ··--·-· 00 290 310 320 330 330 

00,000. ----·----··- -·--·· ·--··-· -··-·- 340 420 450 460 
75,()()(). ____________ ··--·- ---··-- ----·- 310 480 550 560 
100,000---·-----··- -·--·· ··-··-- ···-·· 180 520 620 650 
200,000.------·-··- ------ ----·-· ···--- --··-··- 200 010 1,010 
li00,000 •• -·-----··- ------ ·------ ··---- --·-·--- ······-- 1,070 1,390 
l,OC0,000 ..... ----·- ----·- ··--·-- ----·· ·---·--- --·-- 670 1,870 

!~ii~=~-=~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~ :::~~~~: 

460 
500 
65() 

1, 030 
1, 440 
2,000 
3,010 
3,850 
4,060 
2, 220 

'An area is tho smallest complete geographic area to which the estimate undor con
siderntlon pertains, Thus the area may be the State1 city, county, standard metro• 
polltan area, urbanized area, or the urban or rural port10n of the State or county, Tho 
rural-farm or rural-non!arm population of the State or county, tho nonwhite popula
tion, etc., do not represent complete arcns. 

TABLE B.-STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE 

Estimated 
percentage 

[Range of 2 chances out of 31 

Base of percentage 

1,000 2,500 10,000 25,000 100,000 500,000 5,000,000 
-------1-------------------
2 or 98 .. ·------------ 1.3 o. 9 0. ~ 0.3 0.2 0.1 

____ .. ___ ,. 

5 or 95 .. ·------------ 2.0 1.4 o. 0 0.5 0.3 0.1 0. 1 
10 or 90·-·---·--·-·-- 2.8 2.0 1. 2 0.6 0.4 o. 2 0.1 
25 or 75 .. ·------·---- 4.0 2.8 1.8 0.9 0.6 o.a o. l 
Ii(), ___________ .-----. 4.6 3.3 2.1 1.0 0. 7 o.a o. l 
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STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS AND CONSTITUENT PARTS 

The Evansville Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Vander
burgh County. 

The Fort Wayne Standard Metropolitan Area. comprises Allen 
County. 

The Indiana.polis Standard Metropolitan Area. comprises Marion 
County. 

The Muncie Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Delaware 
County. 

The South Bend Standard Metropolitan Area comprises St. 
Joseph County. 

The Terre Haute Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Vigo 
County. 



LIST OF CORRECTIONS 
This volume hae boon prepared p1imarily by as.•omhling am\ binding tho statistical 

pcrtione of proviously i'8ued bulletins which constituted preprinted chaptera. Thie 
publication plan wae adopted to coneorve public funde. Tho corrections appoariug uelow 

represent changes w hiol1 would ordinarily ham heen 1111\de if the volume had bee11 pre
pared by reprinting the contenta of tho bulletiDH. 

Table 
Page 
(prefix 

14) 

15 

16 

17 

23 

23 

12 34 

22 43 

22 43 

42 lrt7 

ltem 

MARION COUNTY: In footnote 36 add Perry township to list of tmmships in which Indianepolis city 'JS.a returned in 1940. 

MARSHALL COUNTY: Change footnote reference follo-wing Bremen and German townships from 26 to 37. 

PORTER COUNTY! Reirove ()surrounding 11town 11 1n Ogden Dunes (town}, Portage to'lmahip. 

CHICAGO, ll.L., URBANIZED AREA: Delete "(part) 11 following North township, Lake County. 

LOUISVILLE, KY., URBANIZED AREA: 1950 population of Ney A1bony townehip (part), Floyd County ........... ,, ................... . 

ORANGE COUNTY: Persons 25 years old and over, median school years completed ... , ........................ ,, .•••.. , •....•.•.•... 

THE STATE: Institutional population ........................................... , .............................................. . 

URBAN: Institutional population ................................... ; .......................................... , ••••••••.•••••• 

ORANGE COUNTY; Years of school completed: Female, 25 years old and over: 
Elementary, B years ••• .••...•..•••••• , •• , •• , •••••• , ••••••• , , •.•••• , ••••••••••••• 
High school, 4 years. , . , ........ , ..•.. , .......•........... , ....• , •...•.•... , .•.. 
Median school years completed • ••••••••.••••••••.•• , ••.••.••••••• , ••••••••••••••• 

Change 

From- To-

<9,346 31,690 

8.7 8.& 

38,409 38,41& 

14,452 l4,459 

1,490 1,775 
1,115 830 

8.8 s.7 
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