
Characteristics of the Population 

GENERAL 

'l'he major portion of the information on the population of this 
State, compiled from the Censuses of Population and Housing of 
1950, is presented in this volume. It contains three chapters 
previously published as separate bulletins. Chapter A recapitu­
lates the statist.ics on !;ho distribution of the total population within 
tho St;ate (originally publi;1hocl in tho Series P-A bulletin and in 
Volume I); Chapter B presents statistics on the general character­
istics of the population of tho various political subdivisions of the 
State, such a1:1 counties and cities, as well as of standard metropol­
itan areas n.nd urbanized areas (originally published in tho Series 
P-B bulloUn); and Chapter C present:; data on the detailed char­
acteristics of tho 1>0puln.tion of the larger areas within the State 
(originally puhli1:1ho<l in tho Series P-C lmlletin). 

Tho major part of this volume is devoted to tho presentation of 
information on tho characteristics of t.he population. Statistics 
on the general characteristics contn.ined in Chapter B include data 
on urban-rural residence, ago, sex, race, nativity, citizenship, 
country of birth, school enrollment, years of school completed, 
marital 1:1tatus, rmiidonco in l!HO, employment status, occupation, 
industry, class of worker, and family income. In Chapter C, 
informatfon on most of those charact;oristics is presented again 
but in groat.or detail. Tllo statisUcs in Clmpter C include cross­
elassificatlons of ago with race, nat;ivity1 citizenship, marital status, 
relationship to household head, ocluca!fon, and employment 
status; the occupational and industrial attachments of the labor 
force; and personal income. 'l'ho general content of tho tables in 
Chapter 13 and Chapter C is indicated in tho charts on pp. viii 
and ix. 

Additional reports are also planned on such subjects as mobi!Hy 
of !;ho population, characteristics of families and households, 
nativity and parentage, institutional population, characteristics 
of the nonwhite population by race, and characteristics of tho labor 
force. '!'hose special reports will relate mainly to tho United 
States and regions. In some cases, a fow tableR for States and 
other ln.rge areas will also be includocl. 

Stn.tistios on tho number of inhabitants as shown in Chapter A 
in this volume are all based on complete counts of tho population. 
Similarly, tho statistics on tho general charaot;oristios of tho popu­
ln.tion presented in Chapter B arc based on complete counts except 
in tho case of those characteristics, such as school enrollment 
and income, that wore reported for only 20 percent of tho popula­
tion. For Chapt;or C1 only the tabulal;ions relating to occupation 
and industry are based on complete counts; all ·tho other tabula­
f;ions are confined to the 20-poroon!; sample. Because of sampling 
variability, differences may be expected between figures obtained 
from a complete couµt and the corresponding figures based on the 
20-porcont; sample. Furthermore, differences between figures for 
corresponding items in different tables may arise because they 
wore prepared from separate tabulations. Tho resources avail­
able did not permit a full adjustment of small processing differ­
ences, whereas in earlier censuses such adjustments wore made, 

In tho Series P-A, P-B, and P-C bulletins, tho tables were 
numbered in such a way as to provide a continuous series when 
bound together in this volume. Thus, tables 1 to 9 present data 
on the number of inhabitants for this State, tables 10 to 50 present 
the data on general characteristics of the population, and tables 
51 to 94 present the data on detailed characteristics. 

PUBLISHED DATA FOR NONWHITE POPULATION 

In Chapter 13, there are a number of tables for the South in which 
additional information on tho characteristics of the nonwhite popu­
lation is presented. 'l'hose tables-28a, 30a, 32a, 37a, 45a, 48a, 
ancl 49a-prcsont statistics on occupation, industry, income, and 
other subjects for the State and areas within the St;ate. Most 
of the foreign-born white population is to be found outside tho 
South. Tables 34a and 42a present statistics on country of birth 
of tho foreign-born white in the North and West. 'l'heso basic 
differences between tho South and other regions are also recognized 
in tables 36, 38, •1'!, and 50 in which tho content for Southern 
States is somewhat different from tho content for tho Northern 
n.ncl Western States. 

In Chapter C, statistics for the nonwhite population a1·e pre­
sented for n.ll .areas with a relatively largo nonwhite population, 
regardless of the region in which they are loon.tod. Statistics on 
marital status, relationship to head of household, education, 
employment status, and occupation are presented by age for the 
nonwhite population for those States, standn.rd metropolitan 
areas, and cities that had 50,000 or more nonwhite inhn.bitants 
in 1950. For Southern States, separate data on nonwhite persons 
are also presented for those urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural-farm 
parts of tho State having 50,000 or more nonwhite inhabitants. 
(In most of the Northam and Western States, relatively few 
nonwhite persons livo in rural .areas.) 

Selected statistics are also presented in Chapter C for the 
populn.t.ion classified by mco (white, Negro1 and other races) for 
all States and for standard metropolitan amas, and, in some oases, 
cities with a tot.al population of 100,000 or more. 'rheso data 
include sepa1·ato distr1buifons by ago, occupation, industry, and 
income. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 
~ 

For urban places smaller than 10,000 inhabitants, and for tho 
urban ancl rural parts of counties, only part of tho tabulated data 
are published in Chapter B. A complete listing of tabulated, but 
unpublished, stat,istics for these areas is contained in tho publica­
tion, U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. S. Censuses of Population 
and Housing: 1950, Key to Published and Tabulated Data for Small 
Areas, Washington, D. C., 1051.1 

Somo of tho detailed statistics tabulated for largo areas in con­
nection with tho preparation of Chn.pter Care not being published; 
for example, separate data for each standard metropolitan area 
and city of 100,000 or more, and certain statistics for tho nonwhite 
population. A complete description of those unpublished data 
can be obtained upon request, 

'l'ho tabulated, but unpublished, statistics can be made available 
upon request, for the cost of transcription or consolidation. If 
enumeration district data are desired, copies of maps showing 
enumeration district boundaries can also be furnished, usually 
at nominal cost. Requests for such unpublished material should 
be addressed to tho Director, Bureau of tho Census, Washington 
25, D. C, 

1 Add.l'ess purohBSo orders to tho Superintenclent or Documents, U. s. Oovornmont 
Prlntlng Offioo, Washington 25, D. O. Price 80 cents, 
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POPULATION TRENDS 

The State.-~laine, originally a part of l\Iassaclrnsetts, was ad­
mitted to the Union Jn 1820 as tile twenty-third State. Its popu­
lation on April 1, lOi'JO, aeeording to the Seventeenth Census was 
913,774. The State has a land area of 31,040 square miles. In 
l!HiO there waR an aYenwe of 29.4 inhabitants per Hquare mile 
ns eomparecl with an aYerage of 27.3 in 1!)40. Among tl1e States, 
l\Iaine ranked thirty-fifth in population and thirty-eighth in Jnnd 

aren. 
In lWO the area which later formed the State of l\Ialne had n 

population of 96,540 (tahle 1). In 1950, 160 years later, its 
population was almost 91/2 times as large. Between 1790 and 
1860, the State grew rapiclly. After a slight decline in the 
deeac1e 18ti0 to 1870, the po1mlatio11 growth was resumecl, but 
alwa~·i:; at a rate below that for tl1e Nation as a whole. In the 
twentietl1 centul'~·. tile intercensal rates of growth Yaried from 
a low of 3.5 to a high of 7.9 per<!ent. In 1900 the population of 
the Stnte wai; mH,406, nnd in 1940 it was 847,226. The increase 
of Hfl,548 het\\'een 1040 an<l llJuO was the largest numerical 10-rear 
gain since that experlence<l in tlle decncle 1830 to 1840, 

Urban and rural IJOIJUlation.-The w::m urban populntion com­
pri~ed 412,000 persons, or ;)1.7 percent of tlle tot!ll popnlatiou of 
the State (table 1). This vo1JU!ation was founcl in the tiO urban 
places in the State and in the ul'llan fringe of Portlancl. '.l'llere 
"·ere 3•10,426 persons liYing in the 21 incorporated urban places, 
1 rn,R,iO in the 29 nnhworpornted tJrban placef:!, arnl 1,715 in that 
part of the urhan fl'inge of Portland ontsirle of ineor110rntecl 
pln('e!'l. Nelll'lr <H pert'ent of the urban population of the State 
11·11i:; to !Jc> found In tl1e 12 nrhan lJlnceH of 10,000 or more (table 2). 
The lal'gest of these, l'ort!and, had a population of 77,034. 

'l'he ru1·a1 population of Maine <'Olllprisetl 441,774 persons, or 
48,H vel'('ent of the total popnlntion of the State (table 1). Of 
the rnral 11opul11tio11, (ii,043 iiersons, or Hi.2 uereent, \\'N'e !IY!ng 
Jn th<> -44 uninco1·por11tecl plaees of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabitnnts 
( tab!P 2), 

trrban population according to new and old de:llnitions.-Accord­
ing to tile Hl!iO nrlHm-rurnl cleftnitiou, the urban 1>01mlatiou of 
;:\Lftine inC'lmh'd tl1e following:: ( 1) The Sri0,426 lnhallitnnts of tlw 
21 lncorpornted 11Jnces of 2,fillO 01· more; (:2) the 24,081 inhabitnnts 
·of the 5 specinllr clelilwated nnin('(H'pn1·ate'cl plaees of 2,500 or 
mo1·e "·hi«h wel'e nl~o urban unclio>r 8pel'inl rule n<'C'Ol'ding to the 
olll definition; (,1) the l};i,718 inhabitants of the 24: specially de­
lineatPcl nnln<'or1101·n tetl vinees of 2,tiOO or mm·e which wel'e not 
urban under l;l!l!'cial rule; nn<l (4) the 1,715 persons living in 
n11i11corporn tec1 tel'ritol'~· iu tlw urban fringe of Portlnncl. Since 
the ftrst two 1>leme11ts comprise tile urban population mHfor tlw 
olcl urbnu definition, the aggregate 11opnlation of the remnlning 
elem1;>11ts-!l7,-!!l3-rep1·eRents the net gain iii 11l'llllll po1mlatlon 
which re>mltecl from the change in <leflnitlon. '.l'llt> nmnber of 
persons shifted from the l'Ural to the urban 1101mlation b;v tile 
t'l11mge in the urbnn-rnral definition 11mountecl to 10.7 11erct>nt of 
the totnl population of the State, (See section below on ''Urbnn 
and rural i·esl!lence,") 

Trends of urban a11d rural population.-Treuds in the urban 
am1 rul'al population can be exnminecl only on the b11sis of tlie 
old tlPfinition, On that hnsis, the urban popul11tion rose from 

•Y3'' 8''7 in' ;t900 to 37Hl07 in lfl:iO. 'l'lu• lnrg11Ht 1111rn1•rl1·11! ill· 
:~.;~; allll the moKt r1~vi1i rnl:P er!' growth in thP ttrlia11 pnp11ltl" 
tion came In the dt•t•utle 1010 to 1!1!20, Wlll'll llw nrhnn po1n1lntl1111 
roHe ,37,321, or 14.!.! llt'l't't'llt. !•'or till' llt11~atlP UHO to 1!1~1 0, !lit' 
lnC'rense was Bl,4ri0, or ll.!.! lJC'l'CPJJt. In 'l!lOtl, :1:1.r. [ll'l'l'l'lll ol' tilt• 
riovniatlon of thP Stat<.' wnH nrhnn, whl'l'l'Hi4 I>~· ill~10 llw <'ol'" 
res11onding percentage wns 41.0 ( tnl1!0 1). 

'.J:l1e rural ll0lllll1ttion 01' l\Iniue nli4o gninl'tl O\'l'I' lh1• 1'10,.~'l'lll' 
period, inereai;ing from 401,<l:ll> Ju 1\100 to r.:lll,!.!(li in 'I \HIO 1U'l't11·1l 
Ing .to the olcl !lefln!tion. '!'he lmgP~t nnm(ll'it·nl irn·rPllHt'. :tH ll't>li 
as the moRt rnpi<l rate ol' g1•owlh, t•HllH' in th!' t11•1•ndl' 1\1111 lo 
rnrio, when tlw rm·111 lH>Jmlntlon in1·t·l'nl'l'1l !Ir :m,onH, 11r i.tl Jlt'l'-­

cent. The proportion of t!rn po1rnlnt1on of 1'1111 :4tn ll• llv\llg' 111 
rurnl territor~· llrl'linl'd 1'rom H<Ui Jll'l't't1nt 111 'WOO to !ill,O J>l'1·1·1•11t 

in rnuo ( tnhle 1). 
Counties.-'L'he 1n countle>i Ill i\In!nl' rnugl'tl in Hbll' J'ro111 l.l111•oln 

with n lHl!HllatloJJ o!' 18,00·1 lo <'11ml111rl11ncl 11'1111 11 popnhtllrnt ol' 
16D,20l. HetWt'Pll l!J.,j() nrnl rn:m, H ('fllllllil'H gnilll'd pop11!11tl1111 
and 2 loi:;t pounlatlon. Cnmlwr11111tl, Yo1•k, llllll l'P11oh:·a•11t \ '<Hlll" 

ties, the countieH llnvlng tlw p;r1~ntl'Ht i·utl'H ol' lrn•rn111<1l', Iii.I!, 1::.a, 
and 11.4 lll'l'C'l'llt, rl'Hlledin•ly, lint! lllOl'l' tlurn ltnll' lh1 1lr 1>11p11l11 
tion in nrhun tN·ritor~·. 

Minor civil di'vislons.--'.l'o tlw prhumT }lnlllil'nl 1l1Yhdo11H in 
whldl ('0\\llti(1H lll'l' cl\\'!tlt•ll, lhl' ll\ll'l'll\I ol' lhl' ('l•!JK\IS 111l]lih•N 
Ille gpnP.rnl tl'l'lll "minol' !'lvil tll\'IKlouH." ln i\lnlm• lhl' 111i11flt' 
clYll cl!vlslonf; Hl't' 1~ltles nncl town~ l'Xt•11111 In llll' 11u11·1• l-l!lll l'Hl'l~· 
sPttletl nr<'nH ol' till' Stntl' wherl' lhl'l'l' art' tll\'li'\lonH k11ow11 11" 

plnn tn tillllN, t0Wl1Hhl11s. gt'llll (H, )!;ll l'l'><, [I'll t•l H, st I'\] l>l, H\\l'J l [ tll<l'H, 

iwints, resl'J'Yntious, alHl Oil<' pntPlli. 111 n1ltllti1111, !IH•t'l' Hl'l' 

~evprnl ;n•onllH of lslnm1H 11ot li\•lo11gl11g l n n 11~· l own. 

'rnblt> (I RhO\YK Htntil'll'il'H Oil t lll' po1rnlnt Ion ol' l'lll'h ('lllllll ~' h,1' 
minor d\'il dl\'INitlllH ·fot• tlw !llHl illl'l'l' \'! 1llH\lHl'H. 'l'IH• ]lll)l\llnl 11111 
of otll'h nnim•n1•pornt\•cl 11lut'I' iH Kho\\'11 111 il11/it'N 11111h•1· t hi' pupn-­
lntion nl' the town in \rhkh it IH lflt•11tl'<l. \\'hl'll 1111 1mtu1•11r, 
11cn·at0tl plnel' lll'H in two or 11\0l'l' tow11H, th11 1101111l11tlo11 nt' thP 
severcll 11nl'tH !H ;;ho\\'11 in t·nllll• II uudl'1' thl' 11p111·op1•l11IP 111\\'tlH, 
llllll l'!Wh !llll't !:-: c]PHig'lll\ll•tl h~· "lllll't." l•'lglll'l'H Oll tht• 1111111 
11opul11tion nf HlH'll plnt'l'R nrl' gl\'t•\1 iu lnhll' 7. \l11!111•11nu11·1111•cl 
11llwrni nre <lt•Hiµ:nn lNl h~· "nnim'." ( 'h1111gpi; hl'I \\'l'l'll I lw l PIO 1111!1 
:rnno CPllRllHl'H In th!! honnclnl'!l'H ot' lll'PllK llHll'll 111·1· Hh11w11 ln 111111 1s 
to table II. l•'or 1•hnnµ:P~ In homHlnrlt•H prior Io 1111' lll·lll ! 't•llH11H, 
see l'l'llOrts ol' thl' :4Jxtl'l'lllh <'pnsn:< (1ll,J0l, / 1111111/11/i1111, \'ul. I. 
pp. ,rna-.rnu. nntl rt'lllll'tH 11'e l'11rlll'l' 1·P11s11Hl'H. 

Incorporated and uninoorporatccl 11lnces. 1 u I llr\11, l\l 11l 1\l' hllcl 
n total ot' :n plnt.'l'H whll'll \\'Pl'<' llH·on1ornt11tl 11K l'll ll'l'I 11111\ 7:1 
Ullf\lt'lll'lJOl'l\ ll~d p}l\('l'H 0 I' 1,()()() lll' llllll'\I, 'i'hl'l'P \\'!'I'll !li\0,.1!.!<l 
lll't'HOll~ ltvinµ: In tht1 :.?1 l'illl'l'l l\llt] :lNU,llll:.? lll'l'HflllH ll\'illlo( Ill (hi' 
UllfllC'<ll'lJOl'tlll'C] pl!ll'('H, 

Urbanized areas,-'l'lrn only nrhnnl11t11\ ill'l'H lu l\l11l1w lt-1 lht> 
Portlancl Urllnn!iw<l A1·t>11, whll'h h11d 11 11op\llnlio11 ol' I t:\,111\l. 
Of the lnhnllltnntH of thP 11l'l'll, 77,<l:H \Y!'l't' 111 l'ol'tlllllcl, l lll' 1·l'll" 

trnl ('\ty of. tho nt•t•n, 111Hl Bu,80;; In llH mhnn Crlnl-tt'. 'l'lw m•hnu 
i'rlnp;e induclt•d tlw 1:H,rno l'l'Hill!IHIK ol' two \'lll11H,"''~01Hh l'ot't· 
lnnd nnd \\'ei:;throok-nncl 1,71:\ llt'l':>onH ll\'\l\1-( 111 l\w u11!J1t•t1r· 
porntecl parts (tnhlei> !.!. null I)). 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

The definitions of the pertinent collCepts used in the 1950 
Census are given below. Several of these definitions differ from 
those used in 1940. The changes were made after consultation 
with users of census data in order to improve the statistics, even 
though it was recognized that comparability would be adversely 
affected. In many cases, the new definitions were tested in con­
nection with the Current Population Surveyi and, where feasible, 

2neasures of the impact of the change on \;ho atatMi!oa were de­
veloped. This survey, covering a srunple of 25,000 householdA 
throughout the country, has been ln operation ainoe April 10'1fl 
and has provided national estiml.\tes of the employment atatmi of 
the popula,tion (Current Population Reports, Series 1)-57, "'rhc 
Monthly Report 011 the J,a.bor Force"). l'he dl1:1trlbut;ion of 
employed workers by major occupation group la inoludod oaoh 
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quarter in this series; and statistics on other subjects, such as 
marital status, school enrollment, migration, and income, are 
collected in the Current Population Survey and published annually 
in other ::;eries of Current Population Reports. 

USUAL PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

In accor<fanco with Cen:;nH practice dating back to 1790, each 
pert:ion cnume1-ated in the 1950 Censmi wa1> counted as an inhabit­
ant of his mmal place of reHidenco or usual place of abode, that 
iH, tho place wlwrci lrn lives and sloop1:1 most of the time. This 
pltteo i1:1 not noces::iarily tho t:Jamo as his legal reiddence, voting 
rrniidenco, or domicile, although, in the vast majority of cas01:1, 
tho use of thmio different bases of clasHification would produce 
idotrtical rmmlLs. 

In the ap1ilication of thiH rule, persons wore not alwayA counted 
as ref!idonts of tho placel:l in which they happened to be found by 
tho cem;us enumerators. Persons in con1'inental United States and 
Hawaii in places whore guests usually pay for quarters (hotels, etc.) 
wore enumerated there on tho night of A1wil 111 and thoi,m whoso 
usual p!lwo of residence wits elsewhere wore allocated to their homes. 
Visitors found staying in private homos, 'however, were not 
ordinarily interviewed there. In addition, information on per­
so111:1 away from I/heir usual place of residence was obtained from 
other members of their families, landladies, etc. If an entire 
ft\mily was oxpootorl to be away during tho whole period of tho 
tmumeratio111 information on it was obtained from neighbors. 
A matching process was used to eliminate duplicate reports for 
persons who reported for themselves while away and wore also 
reported by their families at homo. 

Persons in tho armed foroos quartered on military installations 
wore enumerated as residents of i;he States, counties, and minor 
civil divisions in which their installations wore located. Members 
of their families wore enumerated whore they actually resided. 
In tho 1950 Census, college students livi11g away from homo were 
considered resido1rts of tho communities in which they wore resid­
ing while attending co!lego1 whereas in 19110, as in most previouii 
constu:1es, they were gonemlly enumerated at their parent.al homes. 
'l'hhi change affoc1;s tho c01nparability of tho 1950 and 1040 figures 
on education of parsons of college age in States and local areas. 
Comparability of tho statistics on other subjects may also be 
affected for areas containing largo colleges or universities. 

In 1050 the crows of vossel1:1 of tlle Amoricitn Marchant Mariue 
In harbors of the United Stntos wore counted as part of the popu­
lation of the ports in which their vessels wore berthed on April 11 

1950. In 1940 such persm.is wora treated as part of tho populat.!on 
of tho port from which i;J1e vessel operated. Inmates of institu­
tions, who ordinarily lived there for long periods of time, were 
counted as inhabitants of U10 place in which the institution was 
located; whereas patients in general hospitals, who ordinarily have 
short stays, wore counted at, or allocated to, their homos. All 
persons without a usual place of residence wore counted whore 
they were enumerated. 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

The degree of completeness of enumeration has always been a 
matter of deep concern to the Bureau of the Census; and1 in the 
course of its history, a number of devices have boon developed to 
aid in securing adequate coverage. Those devices include the 
special procedures for tho enumeration of transients and infants, 
urging notifications from persons who believed that they may not 
have been enumerated, and the early announcement of population 
counts in local areas to make possible the thorough investigation 
of complaints as to the accuracy of the count. In the 1950 Census 
earlier procedures were strengthened and additional procedures 
were introduced. Adequate handling of the problem of under­
enumeration involves not only the development of techniques in 
order to insure satisfactory coverage but also methods of measuring 
the completeness of coverage, 

Prior to 1950, no method had been devised to give an over-all 
direct measure of the completeness of enumeration of the total 
population. For the most part, discussion in census reports was 
confined to qualitative statements based on various kinds of 
evidence. Some quantitative measurol:l were developed, however, 
For example, the underenumeration of children under 5 had been 
estimated for recent censuses by comparisons of census counts 
with survivors of births in the preceding five years. Such com· 
parisons indicate that tho total understatement in the published 
figure for this age group was about 8101000 in the 1950 Census, 
according to a provisional estimate, and about 8601000 in the 
1940 Census; tho c01·responding pel'ccntages were 4.8 and 7.61 

respectively. 
In the 1950 Census the population of all ages was re-enumerated 

on a sample basis in a carefully conducted post-enumeration sur· 
vey, thus permitting a direct check on a case-by·cn.so basis of the 
actual enumeration. The results of this survey indicate a net 
underenumeration in the census count of the total population of 
the United St.ates of about 2,100,000, or 1.4 percent, 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE 

According to the new definition that was adopted for use in the 
1950 Census, the urban population comprises all persons living 
in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorpora,ted as cities, 
boroughs, and villages, (11) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, where 
"towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties, (c) the 
densely settled mban fringe, including both incorporated and 
unincorporated areas, around cities of 50,000 or more, and (d) unin· 
corporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban 
fringe. The remaining population is classified as rural. Accord­
ing to the old definition, the urban population was limited to all 
persons living in incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more 
and in areas (usually minor oivil divisions) classified as urban 
under special rules relating to population size and density. 

In both definitions, the most important component of the 
urban territory is the group of incorporated places having 2,500 
inhabitants or mo1·e. A definition of urban territory restricted 
to such places would exclude a number of equally large and 
densely settled places, merely because they were not incorporated 
places, Under tho old definition, an effort was made to avoid 
some of the more obvious omissions by the inclusion of the placell 
classified as urban under special rules. ruven with these rules, 
however, many l!irge and closely built-up places were excluded 
from tho urban territory. 'l'o improve the situation in the 1950 
ConsuA, tho Bureau of the Census set up, in advance of enumera­
tion, boundaries for urban-fringe areas around cities of 50,000 or 
more and for unincorporated places outside urban fringes. All 
the population residing in urban-fringe areas and in unincorpo­
rated places of 21500 or more is classified as urbnn according to 
the 1950 definition. (Of course, the incorporated places of 21500 
or more in these fringes are urban in t.heir own right.) Conse­
quently, the special rules of the old definition are no longer 
necessary. Although the Bureau of the- Census has employed 
other definitions in the oourae of its history, the statistics on the 
population by urban and n1ral residence shown for years prior to 
1940 are in substantial accordance with the 1940 definition, All 
1050 statistics on urban-rural residence presented in this volume 
are in accordance with the new definition unless otherwise specified 
in a. given table. 

Ba.sic characteristics for urban and rural areas classified accord­
ing to the old urban-rural definition are presented for the Stl\te 
in tables 18 and 15 and for counties in table 50. The 1950 figures 
presented in table 15 on age by color for persons in the rural-farm 
and rural-nonfarm population under the olc;l urban-rural definition 
a.re partly estimated, since the detailed age by color distribution 
was not tabulated for the farm and nonfarm parts of the areas 
that are urban under the new definition but were rural under the 
old definition. 
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URBANIZED AREAS 

As indicated above, one of the components of urban territory 
under the new definition of urban-rural residence is the urban 
fringe. Areas of this type in combination with the cities which 
they surround have been defined in the 1950 Census as urbanized 
areas. 

Each urbanized area contains at least one city with 50,000 
inhabitants or more in 1940 or according to a special census taken 
since 1940. Each urbanized area also includes the surrounding 
closely settled incorporated places and unincorporated areas that 
comprise its urban fringe. The boundaries of these fringe areas 
were established to conform as nearly as possible to the actual 
boundaries of thickly settled territory, usually characterized by a 
closely spaced street pattern. The territory of an urbanized 
area may be classified into incorporated parts and unincorporated 
parts. (See urbanized area maps which follow table 9 in Chapter A.) 

An urbanized area also may be divided into central city or 
cities and urban fringe as defined below. 

Central cities.-Although an urbanized area may contain more 
than one city of 50,000 or more, not all cities of this size arc 
necessarily central cities. The largest city of an area is always a 
central city. In addition, the second and third most populous 
cities in the area may qualify as central cities provided they have 
a population of at least one-third of that of the largest city in the 
area and a minimum of 25,000 inhabitants. The names of the 
individual urbanized areas indicate the central cities of the areas. 
The sole exception to this rule is found in the New York-North­
eastern New jersey Urbanized Area, the central cities of which 
are New York City, Jersey City, and Newark. 

Urban fringe.-The urban fringe includes that part of the 
urbanized area which is outside the central city or cities. The 
following types of areas are embraced if they are contiguous to 
the central city or cities or if they are contiguous to any area 
already included in the urban fringe: 

1. Incorporated places with 2,500 inhabitants or more in 1940 
or at a subsequent special census conducted prior to 1950. 

2. Incorporated places with fewer than 2,500 inhabitants 
containing an area with a concentration of 100 dwelling units or 
more with a densitv in this concentration of 500 units or more 
per square mile. This density represents approximately 2,000 
persons per square mile and normally is the minimum found 
Msociated with a closely spaced street pattern. 

3. Unincorporated territory with at least 500 dwelling units 
per square mile. 

4. Territory devoted to commercial, industrial, transporta­
tional, recreational, and other purposes functionally related to the 
central city. 

Also included are outlying noncontiguous areas with the 
required dwelling unit density located within l~ miles of the main 
contiguous urbanized part, measured along the shortest connecting 
highway, and other outlying areas within one-half mile of such 
noncontiguous areas which meet the minimum residential density 
rule. 

TYPES OF PLACES 

The term "place"refers to a concentration of population regard­
less of legally prescribed limits, powers, or functions. Thus, 
some areas having the legal powers and functions characterist.ic 
of incorporated places arc not recognized as places. 

Incorporated places.-In a majority of instances, however, the 
legally prescribed lirrits of incorporated places serve to define 
concentrations of population. Of the 18,548 places recognized 
in the 1950 Census, 17,118 are incorporated as cities, towns, 
villages, or boroughs. In New England, New York, and Wis­
consin, however, towns, although they may be incorporated, are 
minor civil divisions of counties and are not considered as places. 
Similarly, in the States in which townships possess powers and 
functions identical with those of villages, the township is not 
classified as a place. Although areas of this type are not recognized 

as places their densely settled portions may bo rocogniiwl as 
unincorp~rated places or as a part of an urban frinp;o, 

Unincorporated pla.ces.-In addition to incorporu.tod pl1ic~s: tho 
1950 Census recognizes 1,430 unincorporated plaemi .. 1 hmm 

· ted places which contain heavy concontrat10rni of unmcorpora ~ , ·, . 
1 t. are recognized as places by virtue of thmr phyHrnal popu a rnn, . . 'l' l ti .. 

resemblance to incorporated places of sumlar sizo. · o nm w lll'l 

•t• possi·ble the Bureau of the Census has defined boun<l-recogm 10n .. , . 
aries for all unincorporated places of 1,000 inlrnlntan.tH or. moro 
which lie outside the urban fringes of ci1'ios of 50, ~00 mht~I n \.tin Ls 
or more. Because local practice as to incorporat.10n varwH, <'on­
siderably from one part of the ct2i1mtry to another, i;omo Hto.teH 
have very few if any such unincorporated placcR and ol:hm·H ho.vo 
a great many. Although there arc alHo unineor1~omtecl ph\<;l'H 
within the urban fringe, it was not fcasibln to oHtabhHh h01111d.a.l'H'H 
for such places, and, therefore, tho.v aro not, snparat:p]y icl<•nt.1hml. 

Urban places.-In tho 1950 Consus mban plticwH ~1mnpri1:10 
incorporated and unincorporatocl placeA of 2,500 iuhalnt,m1t:;. or 
more. Because incorporated places of fowor than 2,500 wluch 
lie in the i1rban fringe are not rouognized aH urban pltuwH t~n<l 
because unincorporated places of 2,500 or moro two not Mnnt.iflnd 
in the urban fringe, the total population of urhan l)laom; iH 1:1011w­
what less than the total mban population. 

FARM POPULATION-RURAL AND URBAN 

The farm population for 1950, as for 10110 and 1080, inolmlmi 
all persons living on farms without regard to occnpal\ion. ln 
determining farm and nonfarm rcsidonco in t;ho 1 ll/iO Cm11m1-1, 
however certain special groups woro classifiocl ot;horwi:-m than in 
earlier c~nsuses. In 1950, persons living on wluit; mip;M havo hNm 
considered farm land were clas8ifiod ns nonfarm if t,hoy }ll\l<l cm:;h 
rent for their homes and yards only. A fow 1wrHon1:1 in in1-1t.ituLio111-1, 
summer camps, "motels," and tolll'iAt campH wore ch\HHitlo<l a:; 
farm residents in 1940, whereas in 1950 all snoh por1-1011R woro 
classified as nonfarm. For tho United S1;atos as a wholn, tlHll'O lH 
evidence from the Current Populat.!on Snrvoy that tho fn.rm 
population in 1950 would have boon ahont 0 porcont, largN' hl\cl 
the 1940 procedure been used. 

In most tables, data by fa.rm rosidnnco aro p1·osont0<l ror tho 
rural-farm population only, since virt1rnlly all of tho r1wm lHl\lllw 
lation is located in rural areas. Only 1.2 pnromt of t.lw Cnrm 
population lived in urban areas in 1950. 1"ip;nrm1 on tho 11rhti11-
farm population are shown in tables 13, M, 42, mid 50. 

RURAL-NONFARM POPULATION 

The rural-nonfarm popula_tion inoludos all perl:lOJ!H living 011t.Hiclo 
urban areas who do not live on farms. In l.OiJO nrnl onrlior, 
persons living in tho suburbs of citios omrntltiu1:od 11. ltwp;o pro­
portion of the rural-nonfarm population. 'l'ho e1Tm1t of (·,ho now 
urbanwrural definition has boen to ChfLl\fJ:O tho O!ll.HHifiOa(foll or a 
considerable number of such persons to urban. 'l'hn rnrn.lw 
nonfarm population is, therefore, somewhat more homogouoo111-1 
than under the old definition. It still comprises, howovor, persons 
living in a variety of types of residonces, snch as isolatecl uonfarm 
homes in the open country, villages and hamlets of fowor ·tha.n 
2,500 inhabitants, and some of tho fringe areas surrounc\lng ·t;ho 
smaller incorporated places. 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin and Purpose 

It has long been recognized that, for many types of soolal and 
economic analysis, it is necessary to consider as a uni't tho ontiro 
population in and around the city whose aetivltloa fol'm an 
integrated social and economic system. Prior to 11ho 1050 Consns, 
areas of this typo had been defined in somewhat; dHToronli ways by 
various agencies. Leading examplos were tho mot:ropo!it:an dlH­
tricts of the Census of Population, tho Industrial aret\S of tho 
Census of Manufactures, and the labor market areas of the BurcMt 
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of Employment, Security. Tho usefulness of data published for 
any of theso areas was limited by this lack of comparability. 

Accordingly, tho Bnrcw.u of tho Comm:; in oooporation with a 
number of other Federal ae,oncios, under the lcaclorship of the 
Bureau of the Budget, established the "standard metropolitan 
aroa" so that !\ wide variety of staUstioal data might be presented 
on a uniform basis. Since counties instead of minor civil divisions 
are UHod l.\H t;ho btislc component of standard metropolitan areas 
except in tho Now Bnglnnd States, it was felt that many more 
kinds of statistics could be compiled for them than for metro­
politan clistrictH. Those now areas supersede not only the metro­
politan districts but also tho industrial areas and certain other 
simi1a1• areas rniod by other Federal agoncios, 

Defini Hons 

J•;xcopt in New England, a standard metropolitan area is a 
county or group of contiguous counties which contains at least 
one city of l.i0,000 inhabitants or more. In addition to tho county, 
or c<rnntieH, cont:alning such a city, or cities, contiguous counties 
arc iuoludod in a standard metropolitan area if according to certain 
orl:toria ·thoy ll.l'O ossontially metropolitan in oharaotor and socially 
and oconomioally integrated with tho central city. For n descrip­
tion of tho standard metropolitan areas in this State, if any, 
soc p. xxx. 

Critel'i11. of metropolitan oha.raoter.-Theso criteria refate pri­
marily to tho oharaotor of tho county as a place of work or as a 
home for conoontrationa of nonagricultural workers and their 
dopondonta. Spocifically, these orltol'ia aro: 

1. Tho county must (a) contain 10,000 nonagricultural 
worktirs, or (b) contain 10 porcont of tho nonagricultural workers 
working in tho standnrd met;1•opolitan area, or (c) have at least 
one-half of its population residing in minor civil divisions wiU1 a 
population donslty of 11.iO or more por square mile and contiguous 
to tho contra! city. 

2. Nonagrloultural workers mtu.it constitute tit least i;wo­
thirds of tho total mnnbor of employed persons of tho county. 

Criteria of intogration.·-The criterit\ of, integration relate 
primarily to tho oxtont of ooonomio and social communication 
bo!1wccm t.ho onlilying oountlm1 and tho central county as indicated 
by 1moh H01m1 a~ (1ho following: 

1. I•'iftoon iiorcont or more of the workerl:l residing in i;ho 
contlguom1 oouuty work in ·tho couni;y containing (;ho largest city 
in tho sto.ndard motropolitian n.rca, or 

2. 'l:wont.y-fivo porcont or more of tho persons working in the 
contlguou~ tiotmty rosido in tho oount:y containing tho largest city 
in tho s(;andtwd metropolitan aroa, or 

3. Tho number of telephone onlls por moni;h to tho county 
containing tho largos(; r,ity of Urn standard metropolitan area from 
tho contiguous county is four or moro times the number of sub­
scribers in the contiguous county. 

Areas in New Engl11.nd.-In New IDngland, tho city and town 
arc administr1J:tively more important than tho county, and data 
aro compiled locally for such minor civil divisions. Hero towns 
and c!Mes were tho ttnits used in defining standard metropolitan 
areas, and some of tho criteria sot forth above could not be applied. 
In their place, a population density criterion of 11.iO or more persons 
por square mile, or 100 or more persons per square mile whore 
strong integration was evident, has been used. 

Oentral oitie11.-Although there may be several cities of 501000 
or more in a standard metropolitan area, not all are necessarily 
central oltios. The largest city in a standard metropolitan area !s 
the principal oent;ral city. Any other city of 251000 or more within 
a standard metropolitan at•ea having a population amounting to 
one-third or more of the population of iihe principal city is also n. 
central city. However, no more than three cities have boon defined 
as central cities of any standard metropolitan area. The name of 
every central city is included in t.he name of the area, with the 
oxoeption that in the case of the Now York-Northeastern New 
Jersey Standard Metropolitan Area, "Jersey City" and "Newark" 

are not part of the name. Data for standard metropolitan areas 
located in two or more St.ates are presented in tho report for the 
State containing tho principal central city, 

Difference Between Standard Metropolitan Areas and 
Metropolitan Districts 

Since the metropolitan district was built up from minor oivil 
divisions and since tho standard metropolitan area is usually 
composed of whole counties, tho standard metropolitan area 
ordinarily includes a larger territory than the corresponding met­
ropolitan district. There arc, however, cases in which parts of the 
metropolitan district, as defined in 1940, do not fall within any 
standard metropolitan area. It is also true that in a number of 
ca.sos single metropolitan districts of 1940 have been spli't into two 
standard metropolitan areas. Many metropolitan districts would 
have been changed, of course, had they been brought up to date 
for Hl50, 

In general then, the two kinds of areas are not comparable. 
Since metropolitan districts wore defined almost wholly in terms of 
density and st;andard metropolitan areas include whole counties 
selected on the basis of more complicated criteria, tho population 
density of tho standard metropolitan areas is considerably lower 
on the average and shows more variation from one area to another. 
Differences between the two types of areas arc relatively small in 
New England, and would have boon <wen less had t.110 metropolitan 
districts been brought up to date. 

Difference Between Standard Metropolitan Areas 
and Urbanized Areas 

The standard metropolitan area can be characterized as the 
metropolitan community as distinguished from both the legal city 
and tho physical city. Standard metropoliban areas are larger 
than urbanized areas and in most oases contain an entire urbanized 
area. However, in a few instances, tho fact that the boundaries 
of standard metropolitan areas arc determined by county lines, 
and those of urbanized areas by the pattern of urban growth, means 
that there are small segments of urbanized areas which lie outside 
standard metropolitan areas. In general then, urbanized aroas 
roprosent the thickly settled urban core of the st;andard metro­
politan areas, with tho exceptions noted above. Because of 
discontinuities in land settloment, there aro also some cases in 
which a single standard metropolitnn arc'a contains two urbanized 
areas. Tho lists of urbanized areas and of standard metropolitan 
areas also differ somewhat because t;110 former had to be ostab· 
lishod for cities of l.i0,000 or more before 191.iO, whereas the latter 
wero ostt\blishod for cities of 50,000 or more as dctorinined in tho 
1950 Census. 

QUALITY OF DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

Data for tho smaller areas represent the work of only a few 
enumerators (often only one or two). Tho misinterpretation by 
an enumerator of the instmctions for a particular item may, 
therefore, have an appreciable effect on the statistics for a very 
small community-c. g., places of less than 10,000 inhabitants and 
particularly places of less than 2,1.iOO inhabitan~-ovou though it 
would have a negligible effect upon tho figures for a large area, 

MEDIANS 

Medians arc presented in connootion with tho data on ago, years 
of school completed, and income which appear in this volume. 
Tho median is tho value which divides the distribution into two 
equal parts-one-half of the cases falling below this value and 
one.half of the cases exceeding this value. In tho computation of 
medians, oases for which the information was not reported are 
omitted. Tho median income for families and unrelated indi­
viduals is based on the total nmnber reporting, including those 
reporting no income. Tho median income for persons is based on 
the distribution of those reporting $1 or more. 
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RACE AND COLOR 

Definitions 

The concept of race as it has been used by the Bur0nn of the 
Census is derived from tlrnt which is commonly accepted by the 
general public as reflected in the action of legislative and judicial 
bodies of the country. It does not, therefore, reflect clear-cut 
definitions of biological stock, and several categories obviously 
refer to nationalities. Although it lacks scientific precision, it is 
doubtful whether efforts toward a more scientifically acceptable 
definition would be appreciably productive, given the coJlditions 
under which census enumerations are carried out. The informa­
tion on race is ordinarily not bnsed on a reply to questions asked 
by the enumerator but rather is obtained. by observation. En~1-
merators were instructed to ask a question when they were m 
doubt. Experience has shown that reasonably adequate identi­
fication of the smaller "racial" groups is made in areas where they 
are relatiYely numerous but that representatives of such groups 
may be mis~lassified in areas where they are rare. 

Color.-The term "color" refers to the division of population 
into two groups, white and nonwhite. The group designated as 
"nonwhite" consists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and 
other nonwhite races. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who 
were not definitely Indian or of other nonwhite race were classified 
as white in 1950 and 1940. In the 1930 publications, Mexicans 
were included in the group "Other races," but the Hl30 data 
published in this report have been revised to include :\Iexicans in 
the white population. 

Negro.-In addition to full-blooded Negroes, this classification 
also includes persons of mixed white and Negro parentage and 
persons of mixed Indian and Negro parentage unless the Indian 
blood very definitely predominates or unless the individual is 
accepted in the community as an Indian. 

American Indian.-In addition to full-blooded Indians, persons 
of mixed white and Indian blood are included in this category if 
they are enrolled on an Indian reservation or agency roll. Also 
included are persons of mixed Indian blood if the proportion of 
Indian blood is one-fourth or more, or if they are regardecl as 
Indians within the community. Indians living in Indian Territory 
or on reservations were not included in the population until 1890. 

Other raoes.-Separate statistics are given in this volume for 
Japanese and Chinese. The category "All other" includes Fili­
pinos, Koreans, Asiatic Indians, etc. 

Mixed Parentage 

Persons of mixed parentage a.re classified according to the race 
of the nonwhite parent and mixtures of nonwhite races are gen­
erally classified according to the race of the father. 

In 1950, for the first time, an attempt was made to identify per­
sons of mixed white, Negro, and Indian ancestry living in certain 
communities in the eastern United States in a special category so 
they might be included in the categories "Other races" and "All 
other" rather than being classified white, Negro, or Indian. This 
identification was accomplished with varying degrees of success, 
however. These groups are not shown separately, but they are 
included in the "nonwhite" total. 'l'he communities in question 
are of long standing and are locally recognized by special names, 
such as "Siouian" or "Croatan," "Moor," and "Tunica." In 
previous censuses, there had been considerable variation in the 
classification of such persons by race. 

AGE 

Definitions 

. The age classification is based on the age of the pc1·son at his last 
birthday as of the date of enumemtion, that is, the age of the 
person in completed years. The enumerator was instructed to 
obtain the age of each person as of the date of his visit rather than 
as of April 1, 1950. 

Assignment of Unknown Ages 

"'l tl fa IJe1·son was not ro1rnrtl'd, it w11H c~timat. ed on ,., 1en ic age o · · · . 
l · f tl avniln ble information Sllllh !IS Jlllll'il.tll Ht!\trn~, tho ias1s o o ier " " 

1 1 tt d • 11· plo"1i1011t status l:W(' of otlwr 1uP11LhorH of Uw sc 100 a en ancc, .1 1 " ' ·' ,... • • , 

family, and type of household. Age was estmrntNI hy t.~us p1:ucm-
dure in the 1950 Census for 0.10 poroent of thC1 lH>Jllllfltwn of tho 
United States. This method of assigning unkno1:·n np;m1 on tho 
basis of related information was used for tho first ~tmo in the 1 \1 110 
Cen~us when estimates of a.p;o wcrn made fol' 0.1<1 !lllrt\1mt. of tho 
populat.ion of the United Stntes. Jn prnvions CPll1'USNI'. with tho 

t . of 1880 j)ersons of unknown uµ;o Wr'l'll 1:1how11 Ill n Rqm· exccp 10n , · .. . " l 
rate category. The summary totals for "14 yomH ~\IHI 1~n1r 11m 
"21 vears and over" for earli01· oensusns pl'l\K1mtl·l~ 111 ~htH vol\UHo 
inc!t;de all persons of "unknown ago" Hinoo tlwro 11:1 ovnl.mrnt• Lht\l; 
most of the persons for whom nge wc.s not ruporttitl \\'t'l'll Ill tht• 1\µ;L• 
olasses above these limits. 

Errors In Age Stntistlcs 

A considerable body of evidence exists whleh incliNltl'H Lh~\t 11p;o 
is misreported in several charaotcrlstic ways and tho t .. @rl;t\m c.i.i;o 
groups are leRs completely emunerat;ed than oL!Hil'l"l Ill nt\~\l'IHHOS, 
A comparison of age distributions from tho llll'iO Cmn:11u> mt.h t\go 
distributions based on figures from tho l!HO C\~11!411s 1i11<l brought 
up-to-date from official records of births, rlcnt.lu;, tmd mip;mliun, 
suggests that this generalization is also tr110 for t.lw 1 \ll'iO Cmums. 
This comparison shows that, for thll Unitod 8tate:; ns a wlwl11, 
there appears to be c.n unclcrcnmucrc.tlon of childrnn 11n<ll't' Ci '.if 
approximately 4.8 percent as com1n1red with 11buut 7.() p1.·n~mrt m 
1040. Males between the ages of 18 and 2·1 11lso l\Jl)ll'!\I' t.o luwt1 
been relatively undcremnucratcd. LlkowiRo, thoro r1p11mn·s to ho a 
deficit of persons in the age range li.5 to G·1 y(lfl\'1:11 whioh, howtwm·, 
is more than offset by an excess ovm· tho numhm· oxrioo!Nl in tho 
age group 65 yc!l.rs old nnd over. 

In addition to errors in the st11tlstlos for bro1ttl-agn grirnps 1\l'h;lnp; 
from underenumeration and the misstatomcnt of 1\gi•, thcro IH t\ 

tendency to report ago in multiples of 5. ThiH tcnHloncy iH n11ptl!'m1t1 
in statistics for single years of c.go in whieh thn froq11011<1ioH fo1• 
single years ending in 0 and 5 aro froq11cmL!y p;rPatnr tlum t.hofm for 
the two adjoining years. '!'his typo of mlsrnportinµ: proi;u11rnbl~· 
occurs in situations in which tho rosponclonl;, i11 thn f\hHmHm of 
specific knowledge as to his exact ago or thn ap;o oft.ho 11orslm for 
whom he is reporting, gives an c.pproxlml\to flgnro. 'rho l'trLmus 
also exaggorato the number of ccmtonc.rlnns, partloul11rly t\mo11g 
nonwhito persons. In general, ·the clop;roo of lnatw11raey in rcipol'L(ld 
ages is greater for adults than for ehildrou, 

NATIVITY 

In this volume, the population is classlfiod a<1cmrdiug to p!MO 
of birth into two basic groups, native 11.ll(l forolgn horn. A 
person born in the Unitocl States or any of iti:i Torrit.orim1 or pos~ 
sessions is counted as native. Also inolwlod o.s n1itin1 ls tho tmrn.11 
group of persons who, although born In a fot•olp;n eountry or tit 
sea, were American citizens by birth becinuso ·t!rnir IHtronts wc~re 
American citizcms. Sinco tho H.epublio of tho PhllippiMA wn.s 
established as an independent country in HMO, persons living 
in the United States who had been born in i;lrn Philippine Islands 
·wore classified as foreign born h1 the 1950 Census whoroas in earlior 
censuses they had been classified as native. 'l~ho small number of 
persons for whom place of birth was not reported wore assumed 
to be native. 

Because of the declining numerical importance of the foreign· 
born population, nativity has not been used so extensively for 
cross-classifications in 1950 as in earlie1• censuses. Information 
on the nativity and parentage of the white population and country 
of origin of the foreign white stock will be published in a special 
report. The distribution of the separate nonwhite races by nativ~ 
ity and more detailed data on the foreign-born nonwhite populo.· 
tion will be presented In a later publioat.lon. 



INTRODUCTION XVII 

CITIZENSHIP 

The elnssifil'!ttinn of tlrn povulnt.ion by c.itizcnship cmbrnces 
two m1ijor entcgories, citizon ancl alien. Citizens arc Hubdividcd 
into 111ttiYe aucl nah11•1.tlizccl. Jt, is assnmecl t.liat all natives arc 
tiitizons of the \Tnitecl St.atN;, In addition to t.lrn c:itizen and alien 
ent0gori0s, thcrn ii; a thirrl p;roup, made up nf foreiµ;n-horn persons 
for whom no report. on cHizem;hip w11R obtaiiucd, clm;ignatecl 
"cit.izem;hip not reriortNl." Since it is likely that most of thc;;e 
persnuR arn alions, Uwy ttro ofton included wiLh "alien" in summarv 
figures for total 11liens. • 

MARITAL STATUS AND MARRIED COUPLES 

Definitions 

Marital status,· In the l!lliO Cornms, clata on marital Ht11tn1:1 1wc 
h11socl on ropliPH t.ti the qnPRlion "Is he now 1unrriocl, wirlmrncl, 
divorcnrl, sop1rn1ted, or (!111:; he] novor [been] maniod'l" The 
elaRRilieal.ion rl'fol'H to Urn stat.111; ttt the ti mo of emmumit.ion. 
Persons clnHRHiod UH "married" t~ompriHe, thoroforo, both tho:;o 
\\'ho luwo boon 11111rriod only ontio ancl those who remarried after 
h1wil1g boon wicloW(Hl or rlivorcod, PnrHOllR roport.cd as separated 
or in common-law mnrriap;m; 11re clttRRiiiod as manied, Those 
roportod 1\K mwor married or with annulle(l m1mfages arc clMsifiorl 
mi Ringle. Hincn it is probable that some divorced porsous are 
roportod llH Hinµ;lu, lll!ll'l'ied, or widowocl, l:llC\ census returns 
doubc.loRs m1clorst.ntc1 somowlu1t tho aornal number of divoreccl 
porH01rn who have not. romarriod. 

In some t"ahlrn;;, the category ":Mal'!'iocl" is furthor dividocl into 
"Married, Flpomm iirescmt" and "Married, spo11so absent." In 
t.ho oflico Jll'O(WHHing, thiH clas:-1ilk11t.ion wm; maclo for a 20-percont 
samplo of U1t1 data oolloctecl, A person iH olassifiocl a.1 "manied, 
Hpouso prn1-1(mt:" if tho person's hni;lmnd or wifo \ntH roportod as a 
mmnbor of t.ho houRnhold or qual'li honHoholcl inwhich Urn person 
\\'llH 01111nu~r11tod 1 cwon t;houp;h ho or she may have boon t-.omporarily 
abson1; on bnsinosR or vacation, visil.ing, in a hospital, ot,c., at tho 
t.imo of tho t1m1mm·1tt:ion. Tho number of marriocl men with 
wifo pn,sont; who arc olasl'llfiml !\fl hoo.clH of hmrnt1holdR is tho samo 
aa tho n11111bor of wivos of hoadH of hnmmholclR Hhown in t.lrn tables 
on rolnt.ionHhip t:o hoad of houRoholtl, mwcipt for clilforcnces arising 
from 1:mmpli11g vmfot.ion or• from mot;hocls usml in prcicoHsing the 
cfat.1i. Tho m1m\)(lr shown as not head of hom1nlwlcl is the immo 
as t.Jw nnmhm· of marriod eon1ilo;1 wHhout own household, oxcept; 
for difformrnos nriHing from processing met.hods nsed. 

PorHonA roportocl aH Hopiu·11ted !\l'(l includod in the group cloHig­
nated as "M11niod, HponHn alnmnt;." Soparatecl pcrHonH incluclo 
tlHiHo wiLh log1il separatiom1, thoso living apart with intentions of 

. obtaining a clivorco, and ot;hor married persons permanently or 
tomporarily oHtmnp;ocl from their spouse bocauso of marital 
diAcorcl. Tho group "Othm· married, spouHo absent" lnclndtis 
married persons omployod and living for scvm·11l months at a 
considerable distance from their homeH, thoso whoso spouse was 
absent 111 tho armed forces, in-mlgrantR whose spouse remained in 
another area, husbands or wives of inmatos of institutions, and 
all other marriod persons (except t.hoso reported as separated) 
whose place of rosideuco was not the same as that of their spouse. 

Dlfl'eren(ICR botwecn the number of married men and tho number 
of marded women arise from spouses having their usual residences 
in clifl'eron1; aroaH, from difl'orencos in tho completeness of enumer­
ation of mardcd men and women, and from response and 
processing errors. 

Married oouple.-A married couple Is defined as a husband and 
his wife enumeratod as members of the same household or quasi 
household. As indicated above, this classification was made for 
a 20-porcont sample of t;ho data colloctod. Married couples are 
classified all "with own household" if tho husband is head of the 
household. Other married couples, clas~ified as "without own 
household," may be Jiving in households as relatives of the head 

or aH lodgers or employee;;, or they may be living in quac;i ltouse­
holds, such as large rooming houses or hotel>i. 

Comparability 

Tho catep;OJ')' "Separated" was included in tlHi questirm on 
marital st11t11s for the firHt time in HJ50. Prnvionsly, the qtteHtion 
included tlrn cat.egorim1 Hingle, married, widowed, 1111d divorced. 
Thi;; change may have made tho nnmber of pnrHonH repol'(od a;; 
divorced Homewluit Hmallm in Ul50 t.Juw it would h11ve been under 
the earlier proceclun1. 

In 1\!50, as in provitmH cenHttlieH, marital status wa;.; not rnportcd 
for a small nmnbcr of 1rnrsonH, For Huch personH marital :otatus 
wnH eHt.inmtcd in l!l50 and l\l·IO on tho b11His of age and tho Pt'CHlllH:c 
of spcmse or children. Beeamm of the metlwds used in 1 lliiO, 
however, somo pcrsonH who would have been cl11H;iifled 11H Hingle 
nndor the 1 !HO procednro were classified an "married, HpouHc 
abRent" or "widowed" in HlliO. 

To obtain tho marital status dh;trilmtion of t.hc population 1-t 
years old and over for 18UO to rn:io it lrns hmm necoHHary to as;;umo 
that tho small Humber of pcr::iom; under 15 yearH old cli1sHifilJCl as 
married, wiclowecl, rlivoreed, or with marit11l stat.us not rnportnd 
wero 1'1 years old. 

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY 

Delh1itlous 

Household.-A hnui;ohold includes all the persons who oeenpy 
a hotrno, nn apartment; or other group of romnH, or n room, that 
const.itutos' a (l\rnllinp; unit. In general, a group of room:; occu­
piocl ai,; Hoparatc Ii Ying quartorH iH a dwelling unit if it, haH 1:1npamte 
cooking equipment or a Reparnt<l cmtrnnce; a Hingle room oc:cupiocl 
ttH KO]ltimte livinp; q1111rtcrH iH a clwelling unit if it hn:-i Hoparat.CJ 
eooking equipment or if it l\OnHtitntcs tho only Ii ving qnartert-i in 
tho Rt.rncturci. A hou:-;ehold inclmloH tho rclatml famih• momlrnrH 
an cl al Ho thn nnrolate(l IHH'Rons, if any, such aR Jocl~m·s, frn;ter 
ohilclren, warclfl, or cmployeoi; who Hh11re the dwelling unit. A 
porson living alono in a clwoliing unit or a group of unrelatod 
persons sharing tho Harnci dwelling unit; 11R partncrH iH also coun tod 
n.1:1 a household. The eoimt of hmIHeholdH oxcluclo>i p;roupK of 
pori:;ottH Jiving aH momborR of a q11aRi household (Heo below). 

Tho average IJOpulaticm per houRohold iR obt.ainocl hy rlivicling 
tho population in housoholds by the nnmhor of hmrnoholch1, It 
oxclndm1 persons living in quasi householcli;. 

Quasi householcl.-A qnaiii ho11Mehold is a grnnp of pcrson:.i 
living in qna1'terl"l not claRHifiocl as a dwollinp; unit, for oxampi<1, in 
a lwuHe with at lcaKt, live loclgcr!'l, or in a hotol, inHtiLutlon, lahor 
camp, or military harraclrn . 

Family.-A family, !IH defined in tlw 1050 Om11rns, iH n p;roup of 
two or more perRonH rolated hy blood, marriage, or aclo11tion and 
living together; all Huch pc1·Hons are rogardocl 11s momlicril or ono 
family. The nmnhet• of familioH was dotormi11cd from tho number 
of persons classified as heads of familloH; this claHflification was 
made for a 20-pcroent Hamplo of tho data collect()d. A family 
may comprise persons in eltlrnr a household or a qtiasi household. 
If tho son of the hear! of tho household anti the son's wife arc 
members of the household they are treated as part of tho head's 
family. A lodger and his wife who aro not rolatecl to tho head 
of t.he household, or a rosiclent employeo and hh:; wife living in, 
are considered as a separate family, however. 'l'hu11, a houscholcl 
may contain moro than one family. A hotumho!cl hoad living alone 
or with nonrelativcs only is not regarded as a family, Some 
households, therefore, do not contain a family. 

'l'he average population per family iR obtained by clivicling the 
population in families by tho number of familieA. In Chnpt"or B, 
tho population in families includes, in addition to family members, 
tho small number (about 145,000) of unrelated inclividualR under 
14 years old who had not boon tabulated separately at tho time 
this report was prepared. 
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Unrelated individual.-Unrelated individuals are those persons 
(other than inmates of institutions) who are not living with any 
relatives. In the office processing, this classification was made 
for a 20-perccnt sample of the data collected. An unrelated 
indiyidual mav be (a) a household head living alone or with non­
relatives only," (b) a lodger or resident employee with no relatives 
in the household, or (c) a member of a quasi household who has 
no relatives living with him. Thus, a widow who occupies her 
house alone or with one or more persons not related to her, a 
roomer not related to anyone else in the dwelling unit, a maid 
lidng as a member of l~er employer's household but with no 
relatives in the household, and a resident staff member ill a hos­
pital Jiving apart from any relatives are all examples of unrelated 
in di vi duals. 

Institutional population.-The institutfonal population includes 
those persons Jiving as inmates in such places as homes for delin­
quent or dependent children, homes and schools for the mentally 
or physically handicapped, places providing specialized medical 
care, homeR for the aged, prisons, and jails. Staff members and 
their families are not included in the institutional population. 
Inmates of institutions are not counted as "unrelated individuals," 
largely because statistics on "unrelated individuals" are more 
useful to consumers of data, on labor force, income, a.nd housing 
statistics if they exclude such inmates. 

The number of inmates of institutions is shown in the tables in 
Chapter B. Inmates 14 years old and over are shown in cerlain 
employment status tables in Chapters B and C and in table 90 
on income in Chapter C. 

Family status.-In table 90, persons 14 years old and over are 
classified into the categories family head, wife, or other relative 
of family head, unrelated individual, and inmate of institution. 
This classification differs from that in tables 58 and 59 which 
pertains to relationship to household head (see below). 

Comparability 

Earlier census data.-Minor changes in the instructions for 
identifying dwelling units in 1950 as compared with 1040 may 
have affected to a slight extent the increase in households between 
the two dates. For example, in the 1940 Census, the occupants 
of a lodginghouse were regarded as constituting a quasi household 
if the place included 11 or more lodgers; in the 1050 Census the 
criterion was reduced to 5 or more lodgers. As a result of this 
change, the number of quasi households probably doubled in 
many areas. In general, however, the number of households and 
the number of occupied dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be 
regarded as comparable with t.he number of "families," "private 
households," and occupied dwelling units as shown in the census 
reports for 1930 and 1940. 

In the l!J50 Census, the numb.er of households and the number 
of occupied dwelling units were identical by definition; small 
differences between these numbers appear in the published reports, 
however, because the data for the Population and the Housing 
reports were processed independently. 

The term "family" as used in the 1950 Census is not comparable 
with that used by the Bureau of the Census before 1947. The 
new definition excludes the large number of household heads with 
no relatives in the household who would have been classified as 
families under the old definition. On the other hand, the new 
definition includes the small number of groups of mutually related 
lodgers or employees in households and of mutually related persons 
in quasi households who would not have been classified as families 
under the old definition. The net effect has been to reduce the 
number of families. 

In certain Population and Housing reports of the 1940 Census, 
the average population per household included the relatively small 
number of persons living in quasi households. Such persons 
were excluded in calculating the average population per house­
hold shown in the present volume. 

The coverage of the institutional population in the l\150 Ccmms 
is somewhat more inclusive than that in tlw UHO Con~u~. Por 
example, patients in tuberculosis sanat.aria wore hidudl'tl. in 1 \J50 
but not in 19-10. Furthermore, the identification of certain other 
types of institutions, such aR lllll'1'ing, convaleRcent! and re:;t 
homes, was probably improved in 1H50 by the URC of hHt~ of :;uch 
places compiled from welfare agencies. 

Current Population Survey.-Esthnn.tcs of tho numbm· of house­
holds and of the number of famili<J8 for tho United Stitt.mi llH n 
whole are published annually from tho Gm·rent Populo,tiou Snrvoy. 
The estimates based on this survey for March 1\)50 wnro higher 
than the figures obtained from tho census in April 11J50. 'l'he:-m 
differences may be attributed to such facton; aH Hampling vari­
abilitv metho~ls used in weighting tho sarnplo tiguros, anrl tlif-

.' . . I fcrences between the iuterviowers with rospocl; to trannng tWt 

experience. 

RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD 011 HOUSEHOLD 

Definitions 

Head of household.-One porHon in each hnttHelwkl iH cloHigualocl 
as the "head." The number of heads, tlllmiforo, iH oqnnl tu tho 
number of households. Tho head is usna.lly tho person rop;nrcfod 
as the head bv the members of tho household. Marriod womou 
arc not classiflecl 11.s heads if t.hcir husba1Hfo ttl'(J living with thom 
at tho time of the census. 

Wife.-The total number of fonmlcs shown undor thll hending 
"wife" is orclina.rilv somewhat; loss than the total 11m11bor of 
married women witi1 husband present, sinoo tho category "Wife" 
in the relationHhip tables induclcs only wivos of hott<IA of ho11sc­
holds. As indicated in the soci;iou on "Ma.rital staiarn," tho num­
ber of "wives" is directly comparable with data. in t,Jrn ma.rifail 
status tables on the number of marriod mon with wife proi:;ont whn 
are heads of households. Either of those figures may be HHod to 
indicate the> number of "husband-wife houHeholdH." 

Child.-Thia ca.tegory includes sons and da.ughtmH, a1:\1pohlldrt1t1, 
and adopted children of the head rogardloss of their a.go or marital 
status. It excludes sons-in-la.w and daughtors-in-lnw and, of 
course, any children of the hen.cl no longer living in tho houHoltold. 

Grandchild.-This category comprises all porsons living in tho 
household who are sons, daughters, stepchilclron, or adopted chil­
dren of a child of tho head. 

Parent.-This class comprises both parenl;s iwd pa.ront:A·in-law 
of the head if living in tho household. 

Other relative.-This group includos such rel11.tivm1 of thci hel.Hl 
as sons-in-law, sisters-in-law, nephews, brotheni, a\mt.A, gmnd­
parents, cousins, and great-grandchildren, if thosll 11ro membors of 
the household. 

Lodger.-All persons in households who are not related to t.ho 
head, except resident employees and their families, 11.ro counted 
as lodgers. Among these persons tire lodgors, roomers, nml 
boarders, and their relatives residing in tho same housohold. Also 
included are partners, foster children, nnd wards. 

Resident employee,-This category consists of all employees uf 
the head of the household who usually resldo in tho household with 
their employer (mainly cooks, maids, nurses, and hirocl farm 
hands), and their relatives residing in the same household, In 
1940, relatives of resident employees living in the same honsohold 
were shown as lodgers. 

Head of quasi household.-I-foads of quasi households aro usu­
ally managers or officers in institutions, hotels, lodginghouses, 
and similar establishments. If the landlady in a rooming house 
reported herself as the head but her husband was a member of 
the quasi household, he was designated as head for consistenCly 
with the treatment of married heads and wives of hen.els of house­
holds. The number of heads of quasi households a!Ao represents 
the number of quasi households. 
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RESIDENCE IN 1949 

Definitions 

The tlata on residence in 19'19 were derived from answers to 
several questions asked of a 20-porcent sample of persons of all 
ages. Tho first question was, "Was he living in this same house 
a year ago?" Those persons who were not living in the same house 
wore a.sked, "Was he living in this smne county n year a.go?" and 
if not, "What county a.nd Stitte wa.s ho living in a yea.r ago'/" 

Residence in l!J.19 is tho usual place of residence one year prior 
to tho dato of onumoration. As indicated by the categories of 
table 23, residence in 194!J was used in conjunction with residence 
in 1050 to dotormino tho extent of mobility of tho population. 
Persons who had changed residence from 1911!) to 1950 were classi­
fied into l;wo groups according to their 19,19 residence, viz., "Dif­
ferent houso, same county" and "Different county or abroad." 
Hosidonco tibrotid iuoluclos rcsidonco in all foreign countries and all 
TerrHorios and possessions of the Uni!:ed States. The group whose 
194U rosidonoo was "Siime house as in 1U50" includes all persons 
l yoar old and over who were living in the same house on the date 
of onunlN'ation in Hl50 as on t;he date one year prior to emunem­
tion. Included in this group arc persons who had never moved 
during the 12 mouths us well as persons who had moved but by 
l!J50 had roturnod to their l911!J residence. Persons 1 year old 
and over for whom oomploto and consistent information regarding 
rmiidonco in 11)(19 was not oollectcd, are included in the group 
"H.esidonce npt reported." 

Tho number of persons who were living in different houses in 
l!J50 and l!J4U is somewhat loss than tho tota.l number of moves 
during tho yoar. Somo pcmmns in tho same house at the two elates 
had moved dnr.ing t;ho yoiir but by tho time of enumeration had 
rot;urnod to their l!l4\l reHidonce. Otlrnr persons made two or more 
progressive moves. Purthem10ro, persons in n different house in 
the same county may acl;ually luwe moved between coun1;ies during 
tho yoar but by lllliO had i•cturned to tho same county of residence 
as that in HMO. 

CompnmbllHy 

A similtir sot of quosliions on mobilit•y was first asked in the 19·10 
Census. Thoso questions, howover, appliod to residence five years 
ca.rlior rathor hhnn one yonr oarlior. 

li'or tho United Sttitos tti:l a wholo, figmos from the Current 
Populal;ion Smvoy of Murch 1050 on rosidonco in l\farch l!l'1!J tmd 
figuros on thiH 1mmo Aulijoet from tho 1!!50 Consus LIS of April l, 
1050, indicate approeiitblo difform1cos both in !;ho proportion of 
persons who woro livinp; in LI difforent house in 1\Hll and in 1050 
nnd in tho proportion of migrnn t,s, thnt i1:1, pllrsons who wero living 
in a dil!m•onl; county in 10,10 and lUfiO. The figures from the 
Current Popultttion Survey indic11l;o a greater extent of totnl 
mobility (any chango of usuiil residcmcc) than those from tho 
census but a rola.tivoly smaller extent of migration. 'l'hese 
difforonoes apparently ariso from tho somewhat clifforcnt periods 
covered by tho two sol;s of figures, Urn difl'croll't met;J1ods usod in 
collecting and prooossing tho data., and sampling variability. 
Furthermore, mmnbors of tho armed forces are lai·gely excluded 
from ·t;ho Current Population Survey, 

COUNTRY OF DIRTH OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE 

Definitions 

'£ho statistics on ·this subject are based on the rospondenVs 
answer to the question, "What State (or foreign country) was ho 
born in?" In case quosUons arose in tho Interview involving 
changes in intornat;iona.l boundaries, tho enumerator was instructed 
to deoldo on tho basis of tho international boundaries as of April 1, 
1950. In coding and editing, the list of countries used wa.s that 
officfally aocepl;od by tho United Stat:es as of April 11 1050. 

In view of i;he numerous changes in boundaries which have 
occurred in Europo In tho period of time during which statistics 
on country of bMh hnvo been collected by the Bureau of the 

Census, and the fact that many foreign-torn persons at any given 
census are likely to report in terms of t.he boundaries &t" the time 
of their birth or emigration or in accordance with nat.ionnl prcfor­
ences, there mn.y have been considerable dcpartu1·e from the rule 
specified in the ins1.,ructions. 

Comparability 

In 19·10 the classifica.tion of tho population by country of birt,11 
was based 011 the political boundaries of Jnnuary 1, Hl37. 'l'ho 
corresponding l!J30 dat.a are based on tho political boundaries of 
that year, which wore, in most respocts, idcn tical with thoRo of 
January 1, 1937. 

For the censuses from 1860 to moo, figures on count.rr of birth 
are shown for the totnl foreign-bom population. From l!JlO to 
l!J·10, however, this item is presented for the foreign-born 1Yhit.e 
only. Although the 1050 l:!t.atlst;ics on country of birth arn prt'­
sented only for the foreign-born white pop11l11tion in this repOl'l;, 
subsequont reports will contain information on tho country of 
birth of tho nonwhite population. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Definitions 

The data on school onrollmont wore derived from L1nswers to the 
question, "Has he attended school at any time since February 1 ?" 
This question 'vas asked of a 20-percont sample of persons under 
30 years of ago. 

"Regular" schools.-In tho instrnctions to the enumorators, 
enrollment wns defined as enrollment in "rogular" schools only. 
Such schools nro public, private, or pnrochial schools, oollcge::i, 
universities, or professional Achools, either clay or night·-··1;hal; is, 
those sohools whore enrollment may load t;o an olcment.nry or high 
school diploma, or to a college, universit;y, or professional ::rnhotil 
degree. Emollmont could be full time or part t;imo. 

If a por$on was enrolled in such a school subsequent to February 1, 
1950, he was classified as enrolled oven if ho had not i:wt11ally 
attended school since that date. For exmnplo, ho may not luwo 
attended because of illness. 

If a person wns receiving regular instruction at home from n 
tul;or and if the instruction was consldcrod compamblo to thnt; of 
a regular school or college, tho person wa.s counted as enrollee!. 
Enrollmenl; in n oorrespondonco com·sc was counted ouly if tho 
courso was given by a rogular school, such as a university, and tho 
porson recoivecl credit thereby in the regular school system. 

Kindergartcn,-Childron enrolled in kindorgarton wore reported 
st1paratoly in l!J50 and wore not counted as enrolled in school. 
Tho statistics on kindergarten enrollment wore 1;abulatod only for 
children 5 and 6 years old. Nursery schools were not i•ogitrdcd as 
kindergartens or schools. 

Schools exoluded,-Pcrsons enrolled in voeaUonnl, trnclo, or 
business schools wore excluded from the enrollment figures unless 
such schools \vcrc graded and considered a part of a rogulnr school 
system. Persons receiving on-1;ho-job training in oonneotion with 
their work wore not counted aa enrolled In school. Persons 
enrolled in correspondence courses other than those described 
above were not counted as enrolled in school. 

Editing or 1950 Data 

In 1950, as in prior oonsuscs, persons for whom t,hcro was no 
report as to school enrollment arc not shown separately. In both 
1940 nnd 19501 ·the editing rules were determined largely on the 
basis of information on ages of compulsory attendance as compiled 
by tho U. S. Office of Education. Additional info1•mation used 
inoludodother items on tho schedule and results of Current Popula­
tion Surveys showing the enrollment rates for various ago groups. 
In general, persons 5 through 17 years of age not reporting on 
school enrollment wore treated ns enrolled, whereas those 18 
through 29 years old were considered not enrolled, 
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Comparability 

Earlier census data.-The corresponding question in the 
Censuses of l!llO, 1920, and 1930 applied to a somewhat longer 
period, the period since the preceding September 1. The census 
dates were April 15 in 1910, January 1in1920, and April 1in1930. 
Furthermore in these censuses the quest.ion was not restricted as to 
the kind of school the person was attending. 

In 1940 the question referred to the period from March 1 to the 
date of the enumeration, which began on April l. 'fhere are 
indications that in some areas the schools closed early (i. e., before 
March 1) for such reaaons as lack of funds, flood conditions, or crop 
sowing. For such areas the enrollment rates would, tlierefore, 
have been relativelv low. In order to insure more complete 
comparability amon.g areas in 1950, it was therefore considered 
advisable to in crease the reference period to that between February 1 
and the time of the enumeration. 

In 1950, for the first time in a decennial census, kindergarten 
enrollment was separately identified. In earlier censuses no 
specific in8trnctions were given about kindergarten and, therefore, 
enrollment figures for children 5 and 6 years old undoubtedly 
included 1mme children enrolled in kindergarten. 

Af< mentioned in the section on "Usual place of residence," 
college students were enumerated in 1950 at their college residence 
whereas in previous years they were generally enumerated at their 
parental home. This change in procedure should not. have 
affected the comparability of the 1950 and 1940 national totals 
on school enrollment, but it may affect the comparability of 1950 
and 1940 figures on school enrollment at college age for some States 
and local areas. 

Current Population Survey,-In each year starting with 1945, 
the Census Bureau has collected statistics on school enrollment for 
t-he United States as a supplement to the Current Population 
Survey for October. The basic definitions used in these supple­
ments are the same as those of the 1950 Census. The figures are 
not strictly comparable, however, because the supplement is taken 
in October rather than in April and relates to enrollment in the 
current term. Although the April l 050 Census figures and the 
October 104!1 survey figures on enrollment both pertain tot.he same 
school year, 1940-1950, the April 1950 figures may be properly 
compared with those for October 1049 only if some allowance is 
made (a) for those persons who left school between October 1949 
and February 1050, either by dropping out or graduation; and (b) 
for those persons who entered school after October. 

For younger children, particularly those 5 and 6 years old, a 
comparison of October and April enrollments is misleading. Many 
school systems operate under the policy of permitting children to 
start the first grade only if they have attained a certain age by the 
beginning of the school year. This requirement maximizes enroll­
ments for these ages in the fall, whereas by April many children 
have attained the given age bnt are not yet enrolled. 

Data from school systems.-Data on school emol!ment are also 
collected and published by Federal, State, and local governmental 
agencies, These data are obtained from reports of school systems 
and institutions of higher learning and are only roughly comparable 
with the enrollment data collected by the Bureau of the Census by 
household interviews. The census enrollment .figmes tend to be 
lower, largely because they refer to shorter time periods and count 
a person only once, although he may attend more than one school 
during the reporting period. 

YEAR OF SCHOOL IN WHICH ENROLLED AND 
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED 

Definitions 

The data on year of school in which enrolled were derived from 
the answers t.o the first of the following two questions, and those on 
years of school completed from the combination of answers to both 
questions: (a) "What. is the highest grade of school that he has 
attended?" and (11) "Did he finish this grade?" These questions 
were asked of a. 20-percent sample of persons of all ages. 

The questions on educational attainment applied only to 
progress in "regular" schools, as defined in the sectfon on "Selwol 
enrollment.'' 

Highest grade of school attended.-The q11eHtio11 enllm! for tho 
Ilighest grado attended, rcg.ardloss of "aldppcd" or "repealed" 
grades, rather than the number of full :·whoo! ycnrs whleh tho perHon 
i1acl spent in school. 

In some areas in the United States, the school HyKtem hiu;;, or 
used to have, 7 years of elementary school ml.her than (.he morn 
conventiounl 8 vear8. For the sake of comp11mbllity, pt>r:-1m11-1 who 
had progr<'~Re<l. beyond a 7-yl~ar elemcntn.ry school HyRl,0111 wore 
treated as though they had prop;resRecl beyond !:110 mnutl H-ycar 
system. .Junio1' high Hchool grades wore translated inl.o tlwir 
elementary or high school equivalenfa. 

In the case of persons whoHc hip;Jm,t graclo of al"tonclttnco wnH in tt 
foreign Achoo! system, the enumerator was inst.rueto<l to oht.ttin tho 
approximate equivalent grado in tho Amcrienn f!tlhool sy15(,<1m or, if 
that were too clifficult to determine, the number of ~'ettrH tho porHon 
had attended sehool. Persons whose highm1t levtil of a(.t·,C'11dm1C() 
was in an ungraded school wore treated in i;imilitr fm1hion. PorHonH 
whose highest, level oft.raining was by a tutor awl whose (.mining 
was regarded as qualifying under Uie "rognlnr" Aehool tlofinit.ion 
were also given the approximate equivalent in tho rogulnr Hchool 
system. 

Completion of highest grade.-Tho $CCond question cm oduct\· 
tional attainment waR t.o Im nnswerccl "Y OR" if t;lrn porson hncl 
completed the full grade. If the person was still nt.t.tmcling Rehool 
in that grade, had completed only a half grark1, or h11d drop1wcl out 
of or failed to· pass tho last grade att;encled, Urn required n.mnvor 
was "No.'' In tho case of persons who failocl to roport on cornplu· 
tion of tlrn grade, those elttssificd as enrolled Wl1rc aHstuncid not to 
have finished and those not enrolled wore assumed to have ll11fi.1lwd. 

Comparability 

Year of soho ol in which enrolled and years of school oompleted.···­
In tho prcRcnt volume, the year of school in which tmro!lo<l Ji.1 shown 
for enrolled persons 5 to 20 years old, anrl tho yel1l'A of ~mhnol cmm­
pleted are Hhown for ttll ponmuA 5 yunrs old and ovo1'. 

For 1!150, HL11tiHl:irn; 011 educational 1.ittaimmmt; for pmHtJl\R en­

rolled in school arc Hhown in term1:1 of ·tho school year iu whiuh (;hoy 
were cnrollml, wheroaH in the 1040 rcport;s st.at.isticR woro Hlwwn in 
terms of the highest grade they had complotlid. Tho pr11Hont pro· 
cedure was adopted bocauHe it provides Ht11t.lsLirn-i in ti furm Lhttt 
should be generally moro usof\11 to those intm·eRtorl In Hohool 
SylltClJJR, 

Generally, for perHOllH omollcd in school !;ho µ;rndo in which (,hoy 
were enrolled is one grndo higher than !;ho bigho1:1t p;rn.dn complt1l;ocl. 
Data from n. preliminary sample of tho 1950 ConHnH, howovor, 
indicate that, by the time of the Cmlsns cmnnomtlon, ithont 15 
percent of the "enrollnd" population 5 to 29 yoarH olcl hn.d cmm­
plcted the same grade in which they had boon cmrollocl. Thlii 
apparent eontradietlon occurs b~1canHc tho quost!iou on onrollmcnt 
referred to "any time sinco li'ebrnary 1" whcroas tlrn cnmplotion 
question referred to tho data of enumeration. 'l'lrns1 highoH(i gradeA 
of school completed for the onrollod population obtainml by sub· 
tracting one grade from the grade in whieh cmollod must ho con­
sidered only approximately correct. 

The 1940 C1msus reports included data on highest gmdo of school 
completed for the population 5 to 24 years old not cnrollod in 
school. As a result of the facts noted abovo, similar datn. for 1950 
could only be o.pproximated. 'l'wo steps would bo involved: FlrAl;, 
one grade should be deducted from tho grade in which nnrollocl 
(as given in table 63) in order to approximate the highest grade 
completed for persons enrolled in school; sooond, the numbor of 
enrolled persons who have completed a given grade should be sub· 
tractod from the total number of persons who have oomplo(;od tho 
grade (as given in table 64). 

Quality of 1940 and 1950 data,-In 1940 o. single question was 
asked on highest grade of school completed, l)rovlous censuses 
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had iucludod one or more inquiries on illiteracy but none on 
educational 1ttt.ainmcmt. 

J\.11al.vt-1is of t·.h11 datn. from tho 1940 Consus and from surveys 
conducted by the Bureau of tho Census using the l!J40 typo ·of 
quostion iunimt•·d that respondonts froquent.ly reported t.lle year 
or grade iu wltid1 they wore onrolled, or hacl last beC'n enrolled, 
instead of the one completed. 'l'he 1950 questionR werf' designed 
to reduce thiR ki nrl of error. 

Data from a prnlilllinnry samplo of the 1950 Censirn for p•~rsons of 
elomcnt.1wy imd high school iigcs l'lhow 11\rger proportions in 1 !)50 
than in 19,JO in hotll tho modnl grade and the next lower grndc for 
a particulltl' afto, and fm1111lcr proportions in each of tho first two 
gra<lns ahO\'O tho morlo. H seoms rou.sonablo to as,;umn that, as a 
result of t.Jlc r.hango in quPstionnairn dr.Hip;n, tlwrn wii~ ttl~o rola­
t;ivoly less c·imp;µ;ornt!on in oclueat.icmnl 11tt:ainmm1t: in l %0 than in 
I 040, ovnn l'or olcl<'I' pm'HOl\H, 

Median School Yenrn 

l\fodian r•d1u·atio1rnl u.t.t;ain11H•11t (i. o,, dtlwr modrnu year of 
school in which onrollecl or median school years complotod) is 
oxpni:,1~orl in torml'l of a contin11nuH snrins of nmnheri>. For mmmplo, 
tho fomth y01~r of high stihool is indicated by 12 and tho firi>t yeur 
of <101lop;o h~· la. For tho sako of comparability, tho firAt yeM of 
high ~whool i~ uniformly roprnsontncl by 9, alt.hough, as previowily 
noted, \.ltorc1 o.rc 80mo aroa.H with only 7 year11 of olomontary 
school. 

'!'ho procedtu•u mmtl in hot.h l 01iO n.nd 1 \J .. l() for calmtl!tting (.l\C' 
median years of <1ohoo! complotod makes allowauco for tho fact that 
many porsonH roport;od as having complotocl a ginn1 full school 
year havo also complotocl rmrl; of t.he next higher gmdo. It is 
a.Rsumod, for example, that porsons who reported six full years of 
school complctod had 1.ictually completed 6.5 grades. At tho time 
of cmmwmt:fon, persons mrollo<l in Rt:hool had probably romplet;rd 
somewhat moro thtill 01w-lrnlf gmclc heyoucl thoir last full yt1ar, on 
tho avcrago, whor11as pc.1rsonR who had loft school had probably 
complotod loRs Utan ono-lmlf yoar boyond their laRt full yoar, on tho 
avtiragc. A similar procedure was followed in (;he ciomputation of 
t.ho nwdilin school year in which enrolled. 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Definitious 

Censm1 week.--· .... Tho 1\lliO dattt on mnplo,vmont f!tl\tlla pertain t;o 
tho oiilon<lttr wt,ok pr<icotling tho en1mrnrator's viAit. Thi1:1 week, 
dolinocl as tho "oonsuA wonk," iH not tho so.mo for all rc1spondontA, 
boc1\uso not !\II porsorni woro tmumomtorl dnring tho mmw wook. 
Tho majorlty of tho populntion was enumerated during l•he fir11t 
half of A.pril. 'l'ho l l'HO cl1itl\ rofor to ii fixC'cl wook for all prrAons, 
March \H to 30, 19tJ,01 rogn.rclloAs of tho clttte of enumeration. 

Employed.-Ji:mployod personR comprise all civiliMa 14 years 
old and over who, during ·tho census week, were oithor (a) "at 
work"---tho110 who did ttny work for pny or profit;, or worked 
without ptiy for 1li homH or rnoro on 11 fnmily farm or in 11 family 
business; or (b) "with a job but not at work"-those who did not 
work 1\1\d wore not looking for work but had 11 job or businosH from 
which they wore temporarily absent because of va.cation, illness, 
industrii\l clil:lputo1 bad weather, or lnyoff with dofinit;e instructions 
to return to work within 30 clay!! of lnyoIT. AIKO inclttdcd as 
"with n job" aro porsons who had new jobs to whkh tho~· wore 
schedulod to report, within 30 days. 

Unemployed.-Porsons 14 ye1\rs old and over aro classified as 
unemployed if they wore not nt work during tho oemms week but. 
were oither looking for work or would have been looking for work 
except that (a) they wero temporarily ill, (b) they expected to 
return to n. job from which they had been laid off for an indefinite 
period, or (c) they believed no work was availii.ble in their com­
munity or in their lino of work. Since no specific questions 
'identlfylng perHous in theao lo.st three groups were included on the 
census aohodnlo, it ls likely that some persons in these gronpa wore 
uot returned by the 00111:111s onmnomtors ns uncmployod. lTnom-

ployed persons are separntcd in somo tabl<is int.o new workorl:l and 
experienced workerfi. When information on tho Hchodulo was 
insufficient for this distinction to be marlc, tho unemployerl poraon 
was classified tts an experienced workor1 sinec the grettt nrnjority 
of persmrn seeking work luwo had previous work oxpcricrn•p, 

Labor foroe.-Tho labor force includes all pcrsoui; classiliod n.s 
employed or uncmployl1d, itR dcscrihlKl nbovo, and also mmn!Jors 
of tho armed forcef! (11erRons ou iicl;ivo dui;y with the Unitrnl 8tatcR 
Army, Air Force, Nnv~·, Marine Corps, or OoaRt Gmwtl). Tho 
"civilian lnbor force'' l'ornpriRes tho c>mploycd ttl)(.\ \lll(HltJlloyccl 
compc.lllolltR of the fol>m· fon,c. Tho "Lixporicnco<l l!lhor foree" 
cousistR of the armed force~, mnplo~'l'd w1irkrn·H, nml 1.ho 1mum­
ployorl with previons work c:x110rim1<'l~. '.L'lw "l'Xpnrio11t'<1d <'ivilinll 
llthor forcu" compriHtlR t.lrn 1.11·0 llttt.\'r grtmp~. 

Not in labor force.---PerROllH no(, i11 tho labcn· fnrt'n tHl\ll(H'i~n 1dl 
civilians M ym\l'H of ttgP 1wcl O\'L'l' whu aro not. <·l1tHKiJlml ttH n11111loyml 
or uncmployorl, inPludinp; pur:-;on:-; <loiup; only incirlonlul 11nptti(I 
family work (h1~~ l'lta.11 15 hmll'::< rh1ri11g tlrn <•ensus wrn~k). l'm·­
sons not. in tho Iti,hnr f or<•ll (1.l'l\ fmt IH~I' <'l!\i':i~i nee] i11 1 hh; n1por(. in tn 
the follnwiup; cntegorios: 

1. Kr.cpina hou.~c.-·-·l'cm;;orn; p1fo111rily <W.<'ll)1iml with t,lwir 
own homo Jw U'1l'\YOrk 

2. Onali/c to 1Mrk.··-I)cri:;ons who oannot. work hrniiin,.;o of 1i 
long-term physical or mont.t\l illnnHs or disabilit~·. Thero i:-; Homo 
evidence, howo\'m', thaL souui por~ow-1 '"'cr0 ro11ortod 11.s "11nnblo to 
work" who wore only t.ompomrily ill or who, 1ilt.ho11µ;h nldul'ly, 
wore not pormunontly <li.;nble<l. 

3. Inmates of ~·nstilulz'nnR.--Pcm;on:;, othm• tlmn stnfT momborfl 
and their fmnilioR, living in inRtHutions. (Seo dofinit.iOu of lm1ti­
t.11tio110.J 1H1pul11timt on pap;<' xYiii.) Rt1t!T lllllllllH\l'S of ilrnttL11tinnF1 
and their families 1\ro r .. las11i!iod iuLo omploymont Mt.atmi oatop;orio,.; 
on tho samo bttsi::i itH two porson>1 living m1tsido of ius~itut.lonH. 

4. Other cmrl not 1·cporle1l.-Pcm:lons in this gencml oat.ogorr 
include tho following t.wo p;roupH whioh W(\ro <1ombinod for tho 
pUl'poso of this J'()port: 

a. Porsonfl 11ot in tho labor foroo oLhor t·.lrnn tho~o !moping 
houso, unable to work, or in inst;itut.iom1. Thil:I p;roup inolnc!os 
studont;A, the 1·ot.ir<1d, thoHe too oh! t.n work, tho voluntarily 
idlo, anrl seasonal workcril fo1• whom tho oonsus wook foll iu 
un ''off" soMmn and who wr.ro not; roport<KI HR umunployod, 

b. Porson1:1 for whom informntion on omp!oymont st.ata1s 
Wl\R not roport.cd. Although tho m11nhor of porKnn:; olm~~rnerl 
as "not i·oportod" was not tabulatl'cl t'oparntoly for tlli1:1 re• 
port:, it iR ost.imatocl on tho ba~ls of prolimitmr~· <lnt11 thn.t• tho 
m1m\Jor ln this p;roup i:; npproxin11itol~· J .2 million for the 
United Stat(JB as 11 whole, 01• about 1 pcm~out. of t.ho tot,nl 
United States populnilon 14 years old aml ovol'. An11lyHis 
of tho oha1·1tctor!Rtics (sex, ap;e, color, marit.1il Rt;atus, school 
onrollmont, and urban-l'\lml rrsidonoe) of lim·rmns in thi1:1 
group suggof!tA thar, o.piiroximatoly half 11 mil ic>n might; luwo 
boon adclod to tho lnbor force had the noo0Rs1iry lnformat.ion 
boon obt11inocl. Thero may bo oomddorahlo variation from 
State to State, howovcr1 in tho proportion of persons olt\Hfli!i~1rl 
as "not reported" t~ud, within this group, in tho numbot· who 
might have boon labor force momllorA. Persons hwludocl in 
tho "Othor and not roportod" ontogory aro fUrther claHRHled 
by ago in this volume in order to indicat,o the approximate 
ui.unbor in this group who wore probably students and tho 
number who wore probably retired or ·too old to work. It is 
estimated that, for 1;he United Statos as a whole, approximately 
{)0 percent of the poraomi In this category who wore 14 to 10 
yea.rs old were enrolled in sohool, 

Bnsis for Classlficntlon 

The employment stat.UR elaesifieation Is based primm·ily on a 
series of intcrrolnted "sorter" questions designed to Identify, in 
this sequence: (a.) Persons who worked at all during tho ccusus 
weok; (b) those who did not work but were looking for worlc; and 
(c) those who neither worked nor looked for work but, had a job 
or business from which they were temporarily absent. 'I'hc four 
questions used for tllis purpose are described below: 

1. "What was this person doinu most of last week-working, 
ke6ping ho11se, or something else?" Thic; question was designed to 
classify persons according to their major activity and to identify 
the large number of full.time workers. Persons unn.blo 1;o work 
at a.II boon.use of physlon.l or mental disa.billtim:i were aJi;o idonl;ified 
here. 

2. "Did this person do any work at all last week, not. counting 
work arou.nd the hou.~e1" This question was asked of all persons 
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except those reported in the previous question as workin~ or un­
able to work. It was designed to identffy p~rsons :"'?rkmg part 
time or intermittently in addition to their maJor act1v1ty. 

3. "Was this person looking for work?" . Asked of persons 
replying in the previous question that they did not work at all, 
this question served to obtain a count of the unemployed. . 

4. "Even though he didn't work last week, doe~ 0e have a J~b or 
business~" Persons temporarily absent from their JOb or busrness 
were identified by mea.ns of this question, which was asked of 
persons neither working nor looking for work. 

Problems in Classification 

Classi:fication of the population by employment status is always 
subject to error. Some of the concepts are difficult to apply; but, 
more important for certain groups, the complete information 
needed is not always obtained. For example, houRewives, stu­
dents, .and semiretired persons, who are in t.he labor force on only 
a part-time or intermittent basis, may fail to report that they arc 
employed or looking for work unless carefully questioned. In 
many caseR, enumerators may assume that such persons could 
not be in the labor force ancl will omit the necessary questions. 
As a result., the statistics will understate the size of the labor force 
and overstate the number of persons not in the labor force. Sec 
also paragraph below on "Current Population Survey." 

Comparability 

Statistics on gainful workers.-The data on the labor force for 
1940 and 1950 are not exactly comparable with the statistics for 
gainful workers presented in this report for 1920 and 1930 because 
of differences in defiuition. "Gainful workers" were persons 
reported as having a gainful occupation, that is, an occupation 
in which they earned money or a money equivalent, or in which 
they assisted in the production of marketable goods, regardless 
of whether they were working or seeking work at the time of the 
census. A person was not considered to have had a gainful 
occupation if his work activity was of limited extent. In cont.rast, 
the labor force is defined on the basis of activity during the census 
week only and includes all persons who were employed, unem­
ployed, or in the armed forces in that week. Certain classes of 
persons, such as retired workers, some inmates of institutions, 
recently incapacitated workers, and seasonal workers neither 
working nor seeking work at the time of the census, were frequently 
included among gainful workers; but, in general, such persons are 
not included in the labor force. On the other hand, the census 
included in the labor force for 1940 and 1950 persons seeking work 
without previous work experience, that is, new workers. At the 
time of the 1920 and 1930 Censuses such new workers were probably, 
for the most part, not reported as gainful workers. 

ln l!J20, the census date was January 1, whereas in 1930, 1940 
and 1950 jt was April L For this additional reason, the number of 
gainful workers reported for 1020, especially in agricultmal areas, 
may not be altogether comparable with the statistics for later 
years. 

1940 Census.-During the period 1940 to 1950, various changes 
were developed in the questionnaires and in interviewing tech­
niques, designed to obtain a more nearly complete count of the 
labor force. 2 Although the changes in questionnaire design were 
incorporated into the 1950 Census schedule and interviewing 
techniques were stressed in training, the quality of the l!J50 
statistics does not appear to have been much improved relative to 
that for 1940 by these measures, 

The 1940 data for employed persons in this volume vary in 
some cases from the figures originally published in the 1940 reports. 
The appropriate 1940 figures for the employed shown in the present 
report have been adjusted to exclude the estimated number of 
men in the armed forces at that time. This was done to achieve 
comparability with the 1950 employed total which is limited to 
civilians. 

' See U. s. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, "Labor Force, Employ­
ment, and Unemployment In the Vnlted States, 1940 to 1946," Serie~ P-50, No, 2, 
September 1947. 

Statistics for persons on public emergency work in 10·10 were 
originally published separately; but in this repor1; Uiey h_avo hmm 
combined with those for persons scoking work in the Ilgm·oH 011 
unemployed for 1940. 

Current Population Survey.-Thc ostinrntml Rizo of tho <•ivllian 
labor force in the United States based on t.ho Curront Popultttfon 
Survey is about 5 percent above tho 001-roRponding fignro from 
the 1950 Census. An inves1;lgation of tho roaHon for tho , dis­
crepancy is being conducted. Examination of t;ho .census ~dllrnH 
for a sample of households that wore ah10 inoludocl m tho t.111:rn11t. 
Population Survey for April 1 U50 inclicatcR t.httt although d1ffor·· 
ences of all kinds were founcl, on balanco, tho Curront. l'opnltt!fon 
Survey enumerators, who arc much moro oxpol'ioncocl than woro 
the temporary census enumerators, rciportcd moro compln!dy t.hn 
employment or unemployment of toon·ngors nnrl of women 211 ron.rH 
old and over. This dilTerence if! rellcict,orl in higher labor forco par­
ticipation rates and unemployment. ral;os for Lhoso groll{>R ttlHI l\ 

more accurate reporting of persons omployocl in imlt1Ht.rim1, RtWh 
as agriculture, trade, and personal HerviOC\R, whcro part.-! i mo or 
occasional work is widely prevalent. Thmm aro tho p;roups for 
whom variability in response is rolat;ivcly gront in lltbor forno Kllr­
vevs. On the other hand, 1"ho dilformrnos WOl'<I at; a rni11imum for 
m~n and young women-the major compmHmtR of t,ho "full-t.inw" 
labor force. 

It may be estimated on tho bnsiH of thiH annlyHiH tlutt porht\JlR 
3 percent of the total population 111 years old nnd uvnr in April 
Hl50 were actually in tho labor force hut woro oliissillod onh1iclo 
the labor force in the census returns. '.l'hiR percmnti\go will \'ti.I'.\' 

from State to State and between one population grmq> nnd 
another. For example, misclassification was Romowhnt µ;rntt(.(•r 
for nonwhite than for white persons. 

Other da.ta..-Becauso the 1950 Census mnploymont <lattt were 
obtained by household interview, t.hoy diffor from stat.iHtfrfl l>m1od 
on reports from individual busincRs establislnnon t;s, form nn t.or­
prises, and certain government progrnms. Tho di~ta lm1-1otl on 
household interviews provide information about; thn work H(;t\t.11H 
of tho whole population, without duplication. J.>orsouH employNI 
at more than one job are connted only O!HlO m1 omploynd nntl Mo 

classified according to the job at which 1;hoy worked t;hn grot\t.<~1-1!; 
number of hours during tho consus week. Tn HtatiHtim1 hmw<l 011 

reports from business and farm cstablislunontH, <rn tlw ot;lwr ha11d, 
pe1·sons who work for more than one ostahlhilnnOll t mn.y lln <lottn tml 
more than once. Moreover, other dnta, nnllko thoso prrnwntocl 
here, generally exclude private household workorR, 11111niid fn.mily 
workers, and self-employed personA, and mny lnolmln workorH l<'HH 
than 14 yca1·s of age. An adclit;ional dHToronc<l ariHOH from t"lw 
fact that persons with a job but not at work aro inoludml with tlw 
employed in the stat,istics shown hero, whorons only par(; of thiH 
group is likely to be included in cm1)loymont figuroR hflsod 011 

establishment payroll reports. Purthcrmoro, tho hmumholcl rn­
ports include persons on the basis of their placw of rosl<loH<H~ 
regardless of whore they work, whereas establishment roporl.A 
relate persons to their pince of work rop;ardloss of whore (;hoy Jivo; 
the two types of data may not bo compamblo for aroas whoro n. 
significant number of workers oommuto to or from other aroaA, 

For a number of reasons, the unemployment figuros of thn 
Bureau of the Census arc not directly compnrablo with tho p111>­
lished figures for unemployment compensation claims or olairnH 
for veterans' readjustment allowances. Ccri;ain persons such ti.A 

private household and government workers aro generally not; 
eligible for unemployment compensation. I•'urthor, 1;ho plaoo 
where clnhns aro filed may not necessarily be the same ns tho 
place of residence of the unemployed worker. In addition, tho 
quali:fications for drawing unemployment compensation differ 
from the definition of unemployment used by tho Census Bui·enu. 
For example, persons working only a few hours during the week 
and persons with a job but not at work arc sometimes oligible for 
unemployment compensation but are classified by tho Census 
Bureau as employed. 
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HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

'l'he data on hours worked wore derived from answers to the 
question "How many hours did he work last week?" asked of 
persons who reported they had worked during t.ho week prior to 
their enumeration. Tile 11tatistics refer to tho number of hours 
actually worked during the census week and not. necessarily to 
the number usually worked or the scheduled number of hours. 
For persons working at more tlum one job, tho figures relate to the 
combined nulllber of hours worked at all jobs during tho week. 
The data on hours worked presented in Chapter C provide a broad 
classification of young employed persons into full-time and part­
time workeni. Tho proportion of persdns who worked only a 
small numbtw of hours is probably understated because s1:rnh 
persons were omitted from tho labor force count more frequently 
than were full-time workers. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Deffnl·tlons 

The· statistics. cm weeks. worked Biro· based on replies to the 
qumit;i0n., "Losft yoar, in how mirny weeks ({id this person do any 
work at all, irnt emmting w0rk aromt€1 the hm1se? 11

• This question 
was• a11ked of a 20-percent S&l!lllple of p<imioms 14 yea.rs. old and over. 
The· clAta pertn.in to the rmnu:ber of different weeks· during 19111) in 
wllliieh a person did auy work fm· pa\)I' or profit (including paid 
vacabions and shrk foa.ve)i 0or worked without pay on a family farm 
nr fni: a. family business.. Weeks of active service in the armed 
fotre'lils. a:ro also included. It is probable that tho number of persons 
who wm·ked in 1\>4\1 is understated, because there is some tendency 
for respondents to forgot intermittent or short periods of 
m1npfoyrnent. 

Comparability 

In 1950, no distinction was maclo bot.ween a part-time and a full­
time workweek, whereas in 11)40 tho enumerator was inst.ructccl 
to convert part-time work to equivalent full-time wooks. A full~ 
time week was dofinud as the number of hours locally regarded as 
full time for tho given occupation and indust.ry. Further differ­
encos arc that, in tho l!MO reports, tho data were shown for wage 
and salary workers ouly and were published in terms of months 
rather than wooks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In ·the 1050 Census of Population, information on occupation, 
industry, and olnfls of worker was oolleetod for persons in tho 
nxperi<mcod oivllilm labor foroo. All throe itoms related to ono 
specific job hold by t:ho person. For an employee! person, the 
informat;ion refol'rod to tho job ho hold during tho census wock. 
If he was omployod at two 01· more jobs, tho job at which he 
worked tho grontost number of hours during the comma week was 
rcportod. For an oxporioncod unemployed person, tho informa-
tion rofened to tho last job he had hold. · 

Tho olassifioa1iion systems used for the oooupation and industry 
data in tho 1050 Census of Population are described below. These 
systems wore developed in consultation with many indivlduals, 
private organizations, and government agen(}ios, and, in particular, 
the Joint Committee on Occupational Classification (sponsored by 
tho Amel'ican Statistical Association and the United States Bureau 
of the Budget). 

Occupation 

The occupat;ion informa1;ion presented hero was dorivod from 
11,nswers to the question, "W1111,t kind of work was ho doing?" 

Cla.ssUloation system.-'l'ho occupational elassifioation system 
dovoloped for the 1050 Census of Population Is organized into 12 
major groups, which form the basis for the occupation data in 
Chapter B of this volume. Tho system consists of 469 items, 
27.0 of whioh are speoifio oocupat.lon categories; tho. remainder are 
subgroupings (mainly on the basis of industry) of 13 of the occu-

pation categories. For tho detailed oocupation tablefl in Chapter C, 
certain of the categories were combined, and the dct,1iilod occupa­
tion list used hero consists of 44G itenrn (tables 7a and 7 4), 'l'ho 
composition of oaeh of the detailed categories iH shown in tho 
publication, U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1.950 Censiis of Pop·ulation, 
Classified Index of Ocrnpalions and Industries, WaHhingt.011, D. 0., 
1050. 

In tho presentation of oocupation dati:. for cities of 50,000 t.o 
100,000 in Chapter C, as well as in the cross-classificationH of 
occnpal:ion by urban-rural residence, ago, race, class of worker, 
and income,. intermediate occupational classifications of 158 items 
for males: and 67 items for fomalcs have boon used (tables 75 to 
78). These intermediate clas1:1ifications represent seleotiom1 and 
combinations CDf ·tlltc· Horns in the detailed systmn. A Iisting of 
the ro1atfo:nsln:it>!ll bctwoe:n tho two Iovels of classification can be 
obtained by writing to tho Director, Bureau of tho Census, Wash­
ingtolill 25·, D. C. T!Lis Iist,ing will also appear in the United Statm1 
summau;y part of Volume II. 

In the separai.tion of "Managers, officials, and propriotort:i 
(n.e.e.)" by class of worker into salaried and aclf-omptoyod com­
ponents, the small number of unpaid family workers in this oc­
cupation is included in the EJelf-employerl component. Hince tho 
data presented in the occupation tables refor ollly to civilians, 
the category "Membe1·s of the tirmcd forces" shown in to.bltt 73 
ls limited to experienced \UIOlllployod persons WllOSO laHt job WaH 
as a member of the armed fo1·co1:1. 

Relation to DOT classificn.tion.-'l'he ocm1pational olassificntton 
of tho Pop\1lation Census is generally eomparablo wit.h tho aysf·,om 
used in tho Dictionary of Occn7mtfonal Tltlca (DO'l').3 'l'ho two 
Rystems, however, arc dosignotl t.o moot difforcn(; tHJodR and to bo 
used under different circumstnnomi. Tho DOT Rystem is <lesignod 
primarily for employment servioo neoclR, imoh as }>ltioemont and 
ooummling, and is ordinarily mrncl to olasi:iify very detailed occu­
pational information obtained in au intorviow with tho workor 
himself. The census Rystmn, on tho other hand, is dosignocl for 
st.atistical 1mr11oi:;es ancl is ordinarily uiiod in tho claAsification of 
ltmittid occupational desoriptionR obtainocl in an intorviow with 
a mombnr of the workor'1:1 family. AR a rmmlt, tho DO'l' Ryl:ltom 
is mnell more detailed than t;ho oonsns syHt;om; and it; also oallH 
for many typos of dh;tinctimrn which cannot bo mado from oonHus 
information. 

Industry 

'!'he industry lnformo.tion proAcm1:ml hero was dorivod from 
answers to tho question, "Whal: kind of buAinoHH or industry wni; 
ho working in?" 

Classification system.---'l'ho industrial olttsHilioatiou system 
dovolopod for tho 11!50 Cm1Hns of Populttliion co11HisLs of HS 
oatogorioH, organir.od into 13 major groups. l~or the detailod 
indust:ry tables in Cha1iter C or t,his volumo, a fow of tho cn.togorlos 
were combined, and tho dotailocl indrn1try li~t; uHotl hore oomihrts 
of 146 categories (tables 7!l and 80). Tho composition of each 
of the detailed categories is shown in tho publication, U. S. 
Bureau of tho Census, 19/iO Census of Po1mlat-ion, Classi'.fiocl ln<lm; 
of Occupations and Industries, Washinglion, D. C., 1050. 

Although certain of tho industry data in Chapter B aro lhnito(l 
to the 13 major groups, most of the industry data in Chapter B 
are based on a condensed olassiflcaUon of 41 groups. li'urthor­
more, in Chapter C, an intormccliato classification of 77 ca.togorlofl 
has been used in tho prosontation of industry data for cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, as well as in tho oross-classifications of .industry 
by age, race, class of worker, major occupation group, woekR 
worked, and income (tables 81 to 86). Both the 41-ltom and 
77-item olassifications represent selections and oombinntions or 
the categories in the detailed system. Tho relationships among 
these three levels of classification are s11own in list A. 

I Soo U. S. l)opl\rtmont or 1,nbor, Duronu Ol Employment Soourlty, Dlctlo11a.r11 of 
Occ!4patlonal Tltlea, Sooond Edit.Ion, Vols. I nnd II, Wnshlngton, D. 0., 1040, 
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List A.-RELA'TIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION 

[Fig11res in parentheses Jn third column nro code dosignnifons in tho Standard Industrial Clnsslficatlon; Sl'll tcixt for oxplmmt!on] 

Condensed classiflcatlon-41 items Intermcrl!ato classlficatbn-77 !toms 

Agricutturn ___ . -·- ____ .•. -------·- ...•.•.•. _ .. .• . Agriculture_ .................. ··-···--··-----·- .•.. Agriculture (01, 07 oxo. 0713). 

Forestry and fisheries_ .. _. __ .... __ •.. {
Forcstt·y (08). 

Forestry ancl fisheries_---- ••. ----------- ----- .•• -----·-·-·· Flshol'lcs (00). 

'·Iin1·11g Cmde petroleum mul nntural gus extraction............... Ctmlo petroleum nncl 1mturnl tms 11xtrnct •Ill \I.I .. 
{

Coal mining-----·--··---·-·--·--·····-------······---·--· Con! mining (11, 12). 
1 

. , \ 
" ··-----·-·······--·--··-····-----·-.,···--· {Motnl mining (10), 

Mlning and quarrying, o~copt fueL. · -- .... -·--·- ---- .. ··--· Nonmetallic mining ancl qnurry!ng, exc•c•pt f1wl (Hl. 

Construction ... -----·········--·····-··········· Construction ......................• -··--······-·-··-·-···-- Construct.ion (15"17). 

Fumiturr nJJ<l lumbcrancl wood proc1uC't• s'nwmms;[i1!ini1i~-miiis,"iiri<ln1iiiV.:cirk·::~: :::: ~ ::: :: ~ .. -- Rnwmills, pl11nlt11t mllls, n1ul mill wo1·k (~U, ~·t:n. 
{

I ogging Logging (241). 

'' '------- Miscellaneous woocl procluds. ------------ ...... Mlscelltmcons woe><! prnchwts (2-H, 2'111). 
Furniture nncl fixtures_ •. __ ................ _.... ... . .. l•'urnlturo anti llxttll'cs (2.~). 

, . . fDlnst rurnnccs, steel works, m1tl rolling m111s (:l:l I l. 
. • {I 1lmary iron and steel Industries._. __ --- ................... 1 Othor primary iron m1tl stpe! in1lnst:ril's (!1:12, :1:1111), 

l'runar;- ml'tal mdmtrics. ·-- ··- ·-· ·· · · ----- ·--- Primary nonfcrrons lndustl'lcs ____ --·· .••... .... .. .. .. . . ... ... Primary nonf~rrons lrnlustrlt's (:l:l:l :mo, :1:1112 1, a:lllil 11. 

Jo'abriratecl mrt11! inclustri<'o (incl. nnt S[Jl'C'iCr<l 3181, 3101-3405), lllnhrlcat.ecl stctil proclucts (JU cixt\ llH, :MJ--.:M:I, :IH t•X('. :N-Jot, :MOI, 

mctril) •. -• - ..•• - - .. -.. - . -- - - . - . -..... ---- . .. • . Fnbricntml mclnl lndnstrlcs (Incl. 1101. sprc!flcrl nwt111) . . . . . Fnbrirn)•tctl 11011rcr1·ous mt1t11l prc>t ltwts (:HH, :Mil:! 1, !147, t\o!Hll 1, :t>IUO, !1-1117, 
3400 • 

Not spcclll!\!l m()tnl imlust1fos.1 

:!lfochim•ry, except clectr!cuL ______ ... Il'!achiucry, cxce11t clectricnl.. .... _ ........ ______ .... ·---.. om co nml Rtoro nmehluos nml cfovll'!'R {aml. {
ARricuJturnl mnch!nery and tmcl:ors (:rn2). 

Mlscollnnoous m11chhrnry (3,51, :rn:i- 35!1, :rnK, :rnnl. 
F.lectrlcnl nmchinPr;', equipment, and supplies ... Electrlrol machinery, equipment, nncl supplies._ •. ·---···· Eloctrlml nmchlnery, oqnlpmrnl:, 1111!1 sut>Pll<'s (:HI). 

Motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment__.. Motor vehicles and motor vuhlclu rr1uipm1'nt ...... ___ . ___ . Motor vehicles nnd motor vohlclo ri1ulpmmt (:171). 

, {Alrcrnlt and parts .. ·-·----------·-·---·--·--·--·······----·- .Alrcmlt nnd parts (372). 
l'nmsportntlon oqui1imcnt, cxc. motor vchlcl<' .. - Shin nncl boat huildinF, ancl repairing .. _. __ ..... __ . . .... ___ .. Shin untl boat bnildlng l\1Hl rn1mlri1111 (37:1l. 

Rnilrontl and mlscclltuwous tmnsportnlion N111lprn1•11t _ ·-. Hnllroncl nnd mis0<)llm10ous tmnspm·t.ntlon 1•qnlpmmt. (37•1, :17fl, 3itl). 

1

Glnss nntl glnss products ___________ --··"·---·--··--······ rn_nssnnd gln.•s 11rocl11ct:_s. (32!"32a). 

{

Ccmmt, nnd conurrto, g~'PS1lll1, nud plnstt•r pro1hwts (:rn•I, :127). 
Stano nncl clny prooucts Structural clay pro1!ncl.• (32.5). 

Other <lurublc goods.-··-···-· __ " __________ .. ·-·-- • """-··-···- .... ·-· · ---- · • --·-·--··- Potwry um! rolntod 1irotluct.s (:!20). 
Mlsccllu110011s mmmotnlllc rnlncml ru11l stono 11ro1llll'ts (al!H, :1211). 

All other dnrnbl els I'hotogmph!c cquipnmnt 1111tl supp!lrs (:!BG), 
{

Profcsslonnl equipment nnd s1111pll~R (HH, :181·:lK5). 

<'goo · --··"·-·······-···-------------···· Wutchos, clocks, nnd clockwork-opN11t-O!I thWlclls (:IH7l. 
Mlscollunoous numurnctur!ng lmlustrlt•s (:Ill). 

I 
~!rnt prorlncts. --·--------------------·· ___ ·-----····· .... Me11t 1uoduots (201), 
Bnkrry products ...... _······-···-· ___ ..... . . ------- D11kory products (205). 

Food und kindred products_____________________ !Dairy products (202). 
Cnnnlng mul pro.~orvlng fl'lllUI, vcgotnbltl!I, nm! RNI foods (:.!03). 
Grnin-mlll prmlucts (071:1 204). 

Other food lnclustrirs --··--·---·--········· . --·-·---··· CJonrPctionory nncl rol<ltcd p1·od11ot..~ (207). 
Bowrngc industries (208). 
Miscollmrnous rood 11ro1mrnt.lons nnd klndrml prothwts (l!OO, 2011). 
Not spoollled food lnclustrlos.1 

{

Knitting mills ______________________________ """"· --·---··· Knitting mills (225). 
Tcxtllo mill 11rocliwts. _ .. -··· ·······-· •. __ . ····- Ynrn, threu!I, nnd fubrlc m!lls . --------·. __ ...•.•• ____ Ynm, thrnndil und fnhrin mills (22\ .. 22•1). 

Other textile mill products" ___ •••• ___ •. __ .•.•.••..•.•...•• C111rpots, rugs, mid othor noor rovorlnp:tt (2271. {
Dyoing mu! nlshlng toxtllcs, oiwopt. knit p:oocls (221\), 

Misaoll1mcous toxlllo mill products (2211, 220), 

Apparel one! other labricutcd textile JH'oducts ___ • Apparel and other fllbrlcatccl t:cxtlle prncluct 8 {A PP!ll'lll nml noccssnrlos_ (2:l oxo, 2:!Q). 
' ... •· ·- · · • ·.... Mlscl'llllnoous (11hl'lc11tccl tcxlllo 11rocl11<its (2:111), 

Printing, 1mbllshlng, and nllied lnc1ustrlcs. _____ _ 

Chemicals and nlllccl products. _________________ _ 

Other non<lurnble goods ________________________ _ 

Printing, puhllshlng, and nilled imlust.rlrs. ________________ Printing, pnbllshh1~, mul nlllNl !111lnsl.rlos (27). 

'RynthoLlc llhors (2825). 

{

Drugs tind modlohws (28:1). 
Chcmicnls nml alllod prodnots .... _________ "··--··--------- I'uints

1 
varnishes, nml rclal:ml products (21lfi), 

Mlscel 11noous ohomlm1ls and nlllo<l Jll'Olltlllts (281, 282 oxl•, 2825, 28·1, 
286-280). 

Tohacco mn.nufacturcs. __________________________________ " 'l'ohncco manufnr.turos (21). 

{
Pulp, paper, and jmpcrbonrcl mllls (201). 

Paper and nllled products •..••••.•••• _···--·········-·---· Paperboard conta nors and boxes (207). 
Mlsccllnncous paper and pulp 1n·oducts (20•1-200, 21111). 

Petroleum and coal products. {Petroleum refining ~20 I), 
Rubber products ...••••••••• _::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ft~~~~!~n~~gg~J.l~t(go~'.1m nncl oonl pro<lucl.s (20 oxu. 201). 
Footwear, oxcept mbhm·---------·-···-·····-···-······--- l•'ootwonr, oxcopt mbbor (313 314). 
Leather and loather products except footwom· {Lcn.thor: tunned, curried, nnc\ finished (311). 

' " -·-····-·-··· Loather products, CXOO]lt (OOtWOl\l' (3121 316-317, 310), 
Not specified mmmfacturlng industries __ .. ------ Not spectnecl manufacturing industries ... _________________ Not specified nmnufnctur!ng lndustrlcs.i 

Railroads and ralhn1y express sorvico.___________ Railroads and railway express service .• ····-----····-·---- Rnlkoncls ancl mllwny express sorvlco (40), 

Trucking service uncl wnrohousing _______________ 'l'rucklng service and wnrohous!ng {'l'ruoklng sorvico (421, 428). 
· • ·--·-··-··------···--· Warel1ousl11g nnd storage (422-42n, 420). 

j
SWtr~tot rtnllwnys nn<l

1 
bus lines .• ____________________________ Street mllwnys and bus lines (41, 43 cxo. 433). 

Otl t . a er mnsportat on.·-··----·--·········-··--------······ Watcrtmnsportntlon (4-1). 1or ransportntion .• --··--·--····-········----·- Air transportation •.•..• ___________________________________ Air trnnsportfltion (45). 

. {Taxicab sorvlre (438).' All other trnnsportntrnn •. __________________________________ Potroloum and gnsoltno pipe l!nos (46). 
Services lncldontal to tmnsport11tion (47). 

Telccommunlcntions .. _______________ ··---- ···---· 'l'ofocomnmnlcutlons {Telephone (wire 11nd rndlo) (481). 
·--······-----············-·--········ 'l'elegraph (wire nnd radio) (48 axe. 481). 

See footnotes nt end of table. 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION-Con. 

Contlt•nm•d cl(lss!ficutlon-41 Items lntormodiato clusslficutlon-77 !toms 
--··--·------

{

moctl'lc 11nd gns utllltlcL .............................. -•. 
Utillllos uml s11nllnry st•rvlct•s ................... . 

Wnlr1· supply, s11nltnry sm·\·lcos, and other utilities ....... . 

Dot(lllod clnssific11tlon-!4S ltmns 
----------------·--·-·---·-

j
glectrlo light 1md 11owur 1 (1\11). 
m!ectrlc-p;ns utilities 1 (40~). 
<'Ins 11ml stornn sup. ply systems (402, •IOOl, 
W11tor sup11ly {4\J.i\, 
Snnltury ~orvleos (40'1). 
Other mut not spoelnt•tl utlllthis 3 (·1117l. 

Motor vohlclt>s m1tl ccjulnmont; (Mll, nll 1). 
llrugs, chon1lc11ls, urn 1\lllc•tl 11ro<111ols (502, 5112). 
Dry ~ootls nncl nprmi·c•l (50:1 lil l:l, /il:l2). 
Ilood untl rnlnte<l 11rocltwts (mH, mm, IH1'1, nrn~e 51:H, '1141. 
F.lectricnl goorls, lmrclwm·o, 111HI plumblnp; tlCltllPmtmt (MO, W7, f>l ltll. 

Wl10loscllo trnclo.... ... . ........ ., ............ \Vholos11!0 trndo ............................................. lvr1whlnory, oc1ulpmnn1:, 1mtl sn]l]Jllcs (liO~, 5118, riJ:Jr.). 
Petroleum 11rothll'ts ('112). 
I>'ul'm produot.s-mw n111tt•rliils (noon, 5J:lfi). 
Mlscolltmoom wholos11ln tn111ll (ttll01-li005, liOU7-iiOUQI, /illfl,nll7, filtll, 

lil:l7-M~l0 I). 
Not spuclfied wholrsnlo tmdo.3 

I t •· I I l , · { t•'ood stores, oxct•pt tlnlry IH'oduot.s (M oxo. 045). 
'om •x t 11 ry Jll'llt m•ls st.on,~. nnrl mllk ret.11lllng.. I• ootl nnd clcllry Jll'Oducts storrs, mut milk rntulllng.. •.••.. Dnlry ]lrOll\wls st.ores mHl mlllc rnt.111111111 (Mfi). 

l~ntlng nncl <lrlnklnp: plnct•s.... . ...... . 

Ot:hct• nJtall tr11tl<I .................... . 

EnUnp; nnd drinking plncos ................................ I~ntlng 11tl(l dl'lnklng 11l11crs (lil!), 

(·1, t1 , 1 {Clmwml murclumdlso stotrs (fi:l oxc. ri:rn). t nrrnl morclrnn lsc (IJU five and l.tm cont stores........... Flvo t\nd ton cont: storns (ria:n. 

i
Ammrol nncl 1\ct1ossorl11s stm·os, nxonpt shoo sl:Ort>s (fill t'Xl\, r.ml). 

A111111rcl 1mcl nccrssorlcs st.ores .......................... ••· Shelli stores (fill!\), 
~ . , . Furnltnro llll<l hotrno!nrnlshlnp;s storos (.~it). 

E mnltmo,!1omo rmnlshlngs, m1tl 011ultlmont stores ....... Housoholct npp11mico tllltl millo storns (572). 
Motor vohlolos nn<l nm:1•ssorfos 1'ot11lllng .. __ ............. - . . Motor vohlolos rmd 11<1cmssorhm rot111ling (f>5 tixo. 5M). 
<lnsollno sorvlco st1\tlons .. ···-·-··-········-·· ............. Clnsollm1 ROl'vlco stntlons (5M). 
llrng stores............................................... Drug st.ort'S (fiOl), 
II ' • ' 1 • ' {lfonlw11ro lll\ll r11rm lm11fom011t stm·c•s cn2ri). m tl\'11\0, farm mp!< nrnnt, & bullcllng mat.t1rlnl rot111!111g I.tunhor nnd lmlhlln!( llll\tt'rlnl l'l'tllll Ing (l>2 oxti. ri2nl. 

!
T.lqnor stores (fiU2). 
HNnll llorlsts (5002). 

All .fowtilry stm·t•s (507). 
othrr rotnll trnclo. •• ••• ............ ·· · ...... · ........ l•'uol nnd lco rotnlllni:: (fiUH). 

Mlsac11!1ml10US 1'1'11111 stt>n•s (503-f>\1!1, mm l'XO. 51102). 
Not spoclfiod l'l'tllll tr11th'.1 

{

Ilnnklng 11ntl other llnnnce.......... Socnrlty nnd commodity \Jrolct'J'l\P:l" nm! lnvostmont oomp1111los (02, 

j
fi11nklng l\lld 11l'll<Jlt 11mlllcil'S (110, 01), 

Flntmc11, lnsunmcc, 11n<.l rc1•l t•Ht11to... . .. . • . . • .... rn~;?1:1111011 (O:l M). 

rnsnrnnco 11ntl rcnl ostnto .................................. H<'lll t1s!t1to a /o6). 
Hc11! ustnto·lnsurnnco-lnw ofnCt'S a (00). 

{
AdvortlslnR (731). 

Iluslncss services ........................................... Aooountlng, nnrlltlnp;, nnd hooklcco11ln11: services (737), 
Mlscollnnoous business sorvlcos (732 .. 7311, nm). 

lluslncss Sl\t•vlcos ......................... . 

{Auf:omohllo ropnlr sorvlccs und gnrngos .................... Automobile 1·ormlr services 1md Rn1•11gcs (75) • 
........... Mlsoolhmoous rt'Jmlr services ............................... Mlsoollllnoous ro1mlr sorvlcos (70). 

l'!'ivnto houstiholds l'rlvnto housohol1ls .................................... ._.... Prlv11to housoholds (88), 

Hotels nml lmlglug pl11m'H .. Hott•ls nnll lotlglng plncus· ................................. Hotels nml lodglnti pl11ccs (70). 

0 tlrnt• po1·s01ml s1•rvloos ...... {
L11tmtlcrlng, oll'tllllng, 111111 dyolng Slll'Vlcl'R ................. I,111mc1orlng, clmnlnf(, 111\d dycltlg 80l'Vl0l1S (721, 722, 7271), 

.. .. . • . .. ..... •. {DrcssmnkltJR shoJ.rn cnn i). 
All othul' persmrnl sorvlc11s................................... Hhoo ropnlr shops (72~). 

Mlscnllnnoous ptirsmml st1rvlccs (723, 72·1, 7211, 721>). 

lfotortnlnnwnt 1m1l reor('(ltlon scwvlcos ............ T>:t1tort11lnmont nnd n•twcutlon sorvlct1s ...................... Dowling nlltiys, ntHl 11 llhml nllll JlOOI pnrlors (70:1). !
Hncllo lirondcnstlng nnd l:elovlslon (77). 
'l'ht1111.ors 1m<1 rnotlo11 lilutnros (78, 702), 

Mlscollnnoous onturtnlmmmt llllll l'CO!'Nltlon sm·vlct•s (701, 70·1-71111, 
700). 

i\.1c<llC'11l i\lH1 ot.lwt• lmilth sorvicl1s {MotUonl nncl other honlth m1rvlccs, cxCl'tlt h<rnplt11ls (HO oxo. 800). ' · · • · '......................... llospltnlR (800). 
I~1lnml:lonnl sol'vlcrn, govt1l'm1rnnt.... ...................... IM11rn1tl01111I stirvloos, govr.rnmt1nl:}' (S2 fH) 
Ir.tlucntlonnl Slll'Vl(ms, prlv11t.t1.............................. lntluontlon11l sorvioos, prlvnto ' • 

l\rl'lllc11l nml nlht'I' Jw11llh sm·vlcos .................. . 
n<111c11Llomll Hl\r\'lcl'S1 gnV<ll'l\lllOllt .............. .. 
Ir.t!ncntlmml services, prl\•nLo ....................... . 

0 . • , " .. • , . ' 11ll., 10 R 011.' 11111 mc1n '"1s 1 11 01~1111 zu ans......... Nonpt•ont moml.1orshlp orgtmlz11t.lons (80l-80fi, 8011). 
thor pt orcsslonnl 111Hl u.111ted sci\ lorn........... LORlll sorvlcos (81). J

'\'11lf ·, · 11 I s l n I n. 11 '" I ti !Wolrm·o llllll l'ollglmrn sorvlcos (806, 807), 

[1,t•g11I, onglnoorlng, and misc, prorcsslon11I St'rvlcrs ......... IDuglnoorlng 11ncl nrohlt.tiot:ur11l sorvlcos (8111), 
Mlscellnnoous prorosslonnl nutl rol11tutl sc1•vlcos (80 oxo. ROI), 

'ubllc 11clmlnlst.mLlon . •• .. ........... ............ 1roctoml publlo 11rhnlnlsl:r11tlon........................... ... Fodornl publlo nclrnlnlstmf.1011 (OO a) 1 
. {Post.ul snrvlco ..... _ ............... - ........................ Poat:lll So?vlco } 

S d I I I JI d 1 I t .. 1 {Btnto pu\Jllo nclmlnlRtl'llf:lon ' 
tnto nn 0011 JlU > o (I m 11 8 H1t on ....... ·------···- .. --. Local public 11clmtuistrntlon 

Inclustry not roportod ..... • • ..... ••••••• .......... Industry not roportccl.. .............. •• ... ..... ... •• •• • • •• hld11aL1·y not; roportocl (00) • 
... ,. ___ ,,,_,,,_,, ___ , ........ ,,,. __ ., ................. , "-····--···--··---~----------· 

NoT1c: Seo l~xocnl.lvo Olllco of tho Prosldont, Jl111·c1m or. tho llutlgot, Stcm1larcl lmluBtrlal Glnaaljicallon Manual, Vol. l, .llfnn.ufactnrl11.g lnd1i.1trlea, Pnrt l (Novomhor IO•l6 
odltlonl; nncl Vol. n, Nonwa1111facurinq Inclltatries (Mny 1049 oclltlon), Wnshlngton, n, 0, 

1 Componont.s of SIC outngorlos 3302 1111ct 3300 nro 111loo11tod hotwoon "Othor primary Iron nncl st:onl l11clustrlos" and "Pl'irn11ry nontorrous lndustrlos" on n ror1·ous·mmlerrous bMls. 
3 OomponontR or BIO ontogcll'los :Mml nncl 3480 nro 11lloc11l:od botwt1011 "I•'11brlo11tt1cl Rtool jiroduots" 11ml "Ilnbrlor.tod nonlllrrous mot:r.I proclnota" on 11•!'11'.!'0l1S·llonte1-ro11s hnsls. 
3 ln tho Populntlon Census systom, "not spoclfiod" ontogol'los were sot up within 001·t11 t1 p;roups to t11ko onro of schoclulo returns which woro not snlllo1"ntly tll'oolsll for alloc11tlo11 

to n spoolflo ollto~ory within l:ho "roup. ·· 
• 'Elootrlo llght nncl power" 111ul 11 mnol:rlo-gns utllltlos" nrtl oomblnoel Into n single O(ltogory In tho Volumo It tnblos on dot11llod lndusl:ry. 
1 Oompononts of BIO 011l:ogorll'B 5000 nntl 5l:Jtl nro nlloont()d by t:;v110 o! morolumdlso to tho tlppro1}rl(lto Populnl:lon Oonstrn wholOMlllo tmdo ot1togory, wh01·ovcr possible. 
8 "Roni osf;11t<1" nnd "ltol\l oat11to·lnaurnnrc-l11w ollloes" (ll'O comb nod into 11 single outogory lt1 tho Volnmo II t111llcs on dllt111led lmlust:ry. 
1 J)rassm11klng shops lll'O shown sopm·nt:oly from tho rost of BIO oato~ory 7271, which Is luoiudod In "L1mndot•ltig, olo11nlng, 11nd dyeing sorvloos," 
1 Soo text lor oxplnnatlon of \Jnslo clllYot·enoo !Jotwoon RIO nncl Populllttou Census In clllSslfio11tlo11 o! govormnont workers, 
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Relation to Standard Industrial Cla.ssifica.tion.-List A shows 

for each Population Census category the code designation of the 
similar category or categories in the Standard Industrial Classi­
fication (SIC). This relationship is presented here for general 
information purposes only and does not imply complete compara­
bility. The SIC, which was developed under the sponsorship of 
the United States Bureau of the Budget, is designed for the classi­
fication of industry reports from establishments. These reports 
are, by their nature and degree of detail, considerably different 
from industry reports obtained !rom household enumerations sucl1 
as the Population Census. As a result, many distinctions called for 
in the SIC cannot be observed in the Population Census. Further­
more, the needs which the Population Census data are designed to 
meet frequently differ from the needs which the establishment 
data meet. Perhaps the most basic difference between t.he two 
systems is in the allocation of government workers. The SIC 
classifies all government agencies in a single major group, whereas 
the Population· Census industrial classification system allocates 
them among the various groups according to type of activity, as 
explained in the next paragraph. 

Definition of "Public administration. "-The major group 
"Public administration" includes only those activities which are 
uniquely governmental functions, such as legislative and judicial 
activities and most of the activities in the executive agencies. 
Government agencies engaged in educational and medical services 
and in activit.ies commonly carried on also by private enterprises, 
such as transpGrtation and manufacturing, are classified in the 
appropriate industrial category. For example, persons employed 
by a hospital are classified in the "hospitals" category, regardless 
of whether they are paid from private or public funds, The 
total number of government workers appears here in the dat,a on 
class of worker; of particular significance in this connection is the 
cross-classification of industry by class of worker (table 83). 

Relation to certain occupation groups.-In the Population 
Census classification systems, the industry category "Agriculture" 
is somewhat more inclusive than the total of the two major occu­
pation groups, "Farmers and farm managers" and "Farm laborers 
and foremen." The industry category includes, in addition to all 
persons in these two major occupation groups, (a) other persons 
employed on farms, such as truck drivers, mechanics, and book­
keepers, and (b) persons engaged in agricultural activities other 
than str~ctl! farm operation, such as crop dusting or spraying, 
cotton gmnm~, and landscape gardening. Similarly, the industry 
category "Pnvate households" is somewhat more inclusive than 
the major occupation group "Private household workers." In 
addition to the housekeepers, laundresses, and miscellaneous types 
?f domestic workers covered by the major occupation group, the 
mdustry category includes persons in occupations such as chauf­
feur and secretary, if they work for private households, 

Class of Worker 

The class-of-worker information, as noted above refers to the 
same job as does the occupation and industry info:mation. The 
allo.cation . of a person to a particular class-of-worker category is 
?asic~y mdependent, however, of the occupation or industry 
m which he worked. The classification by class of worker consists 
of four categories which are defined as follows: 

~· Private wage and salary workerB.-Persons who worked for 
a. pnvate employer for wages, salary, commission tips pa-.·-in-
kmd, or at piece rates. ' ' " 

2. Go~ernment workers.-Persons who worked for any govern­
me~tal umt (F~deral, State, or local), regardless of the activity 
which the particular agency carried on. 

~· Self-employed. workers.-Persons who worked for profit or 
~ees in.their own busmess, profession, or trade, or who operated a 
arm either as an owner or tenant. Included here are the owner­

operators of large stores. and manufacturing establishments as 
well as small merchants, mdependent craftsmen and professional 
m~n, farmher~, peddlers, and other persons who conducted enter­
prises of t e1r own. Persons paid to manage businesses or farms 
owned by other persOl).s or by corporations; on the other hand, are 

classified as private wage and salary workol'll (or, In ll<mw ft!w Nuice, 
as government workers) . 

4 Unpaidfamil71 workers.-Pt•rsom1 who workt•r\ without. pin• 
on a f~rm or in 11 business operat(•d by a ml'n1\wr ,C!r tl11• hu1111r•holCI 
to whom they a.re related by blood or marril\1(1'. l he• fO'NLt major­
ity of unpaid family workers o.rt1 farm lalmrt'l'll. 

The relatively small number of pel'l:lon11 for whom cilium of 
worker was not reported has been included tullflnf.'( privtLLo Wl\f.!O 

and salary workers unloas there was ovkltmco on tho c10111H1l:l Hohednlo 
that they should havo boon claaalfied in one or Urn other 1rl1U1H·or. 
worker categories. 

Quality or I>atn 

The omission from tho lnbor forcm of 1m nppr1111inhl1• 11nmb1•r of 
workers (mainly yout.hs, womon, nllll Jll\rt·llnrn worlwl'l'I\, M O:'i• 

plained in t,he section on "Employment. 11tnt.111~, 11 l111i1 pruhnlil.v rt\• 

suited in some 11ndoratatmnont lu mnny of tlw m11111pntlo11 1 intlt1ti· 
try, and cll\Bs-of-workor figur<111. Anol.lwr fot1l.1w to ht• 1•rn1l'lid1•rt•1l 
in the interpretation of those dat1\ ia tht\L 1•ntmwmtur11 111mwt.inw11 
returned oconpatlon and indusl;ry do11ig1mtkm11 whloh w11r11 not 
sufficiently specific for proo!so n.llocl\t.lon. Ont1 N\111111 nm~· h1w1• 
been the enumerator's cnrolossnoss or hiH ln11k nf knowh•tllo(n of how 
t.o describe a pnrtlcular job on t.lrn 01m1111.'I 1wlw1\11!0. A11otlwr 
possible cause Wt\s lnck of ndoqunto knowloc!gt• nhoul, t.lw workt•r'll 
job on the part of tho houaowlfo or ol1lH1r lH•num from whom tl1<1 
enumerator obtained t,ho informntlcm. In1fofl11ltt1 tHWllJltlt.!011 nn<I 
industry i·eturns can frequontlv bo nsslguml, hnwt•vt>r, to tlw nppro­
prlnte category through tho mm of su11plt•nw11t.nry l11Corml\lim1. 
For example, in tho case of oooupnt.!on, Uu• l11tl1t'\t.ry r11t nm on l.lw 
census schedule ls often or gront MR!Ht.nnot1. hi t.hn 1•1w11 nf in­
definite industry ret.urns, helpful lnforumlion m\11 frN111t•nt.ly b11 
obtained from out.side sources rop;nrdlnp; tlt11 t.yp11:-1 or intluRt.rinl 
act,ivit.y in the given nron. Tho hMHI <lot11mu'11 t, mwtl 111 tlw 1\llOM• 

tlon of the schedule ret;urns or oc1cnrmtfon 1md h1tht1-1t ry t.o t.lm 
appropriate categories or tho clt\.Salficntfon H)'11t11m11 iH I ho p11hli11n­
tio11, U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1l.lli0 Ccrm111 of Pt1p11lali1m

1 
Alpha· 

betical Inderc of Occupa.Uons ancl Ind118lr1:1111, W1.U1hln1-1t.1m, ll. C .. 
1950. 

It onn be expootod tlmt tho nppl!tlnL!on of dot1\llod mwnpnt.!011111 
and industrinl olasslficntions to apprci1dml\t.t1h• fl() million worlwr11 
will be subject to some error. A!t;houp;h t.ho '11111nlw1• of m!Htlll\HHI· 
fiontions probably docs not hn.vo nny i:wrimrn 111To11t; on I.Ill' llR<•fuJ. 
ness of most of the d.nta, thoro aro a Cow MHOH whnrc1 1·11!111.lvc•lv 
small numbers of erroneous rot111·nA mn.y prochwci whnt, mllo(ht, l;o 
regarded ns a serious mlsstntomcmt of tlw fMt,11. Tlw1·m c111110K 

relate mainly to the numbers of womon and c1hil<lrt•11 11hown In 
occupations which are mrn&ual for 11m1h 1wrt1oni'l, l\IHI t.o t.hn 
government workers shown in inclnsta·icm t,ht\(, nrn or1lln1wily not. 
carried on by govornmonl; ngonoloH. Romn of t.IH1 moro ohvlo1111 
misclasslficntlons have been ncljust:od, but it w11H noL po1111!hlo to 
perform a complete review of tho dn!.n for 111nttll dh1crC1pt1.nc1im~. 

Comparability 

. 1940 Census data.-Tho chnnges in schedule design and Inter• 
v10';lng techniques for the labor force quoAtlons, aa oxplt1lrrnd in thci 
acct10n on "Employment; stat.us,'' do not afl'ool: Mmpnrablllt:y 
between 1940 and 1050 for mosl: of tho oooupal:lon, lnchrntry, nncl 
class-of-worker categories. There la ovldenoe howt~vor that for 
the categories which include relatively largo p;·oportlom1

1 
of fo1

1
nafo 

unpaid family workers ("l~arm laborers unpaid family workorR " 
"Ag . It II d "U cl , . ' r1~u ure, an npal family workers"), tho 1040 dnl111 1uo 
sometimes understated by an appreciable amount; rolntlve to J 050. 

For experienced unemployed persona the 1950 oooupablon data 
are not comparable with the data shown In tho 10•10 Third Sorios 
bulletinR. The occupation data for public omorgcmoy workers 
(one of the two component groups of the unornpl~yod In 1940) 
refer to "current job," whereas the "last job" or thtl tmompJovod 
was reported in 1950. ' · ' 

The occupational and indus1•ria1 claa~lfioatlon ayatmm1 used in 19'10 
are basically the same as those of 1950. 'l'horo nre n n mn bor of 



INTRODUCTION XXVII 

differences, however, in tho title and content for certain items 
and in the degr<1e of detail Hhown for the various major groups. A 
complete analyl:lifl of claARification differences between 1940 and 
1950 ii; in preparation. The 19'10 classification system for class of 
worker is comparable with the 1950 clasHification system. 

Tho 1940 occupation and industry data shown in this volume 
include adjm1tmcmts which take account of tho clifferenccs between 
the 1940 and Hl50 clnssification Rystmns. These adjustments were 
based mainly on estimates developed from figures for tho country 
ai:1 a whole, l'athor t.han from a detailod evaluation of tho vari<1t;s 
clitRsificatio11 differences in each State. 

In addition, snt.isfactory nmnorical information was not always 
avnilablc 011 tho effoet of sorno classification changes, even on a na­
tionnl lovol. Fmthermoro, there woro certain ditroronces between the 
1 !J40 ancl 1950 codlnp; ancl c1cliti11p; procedures which could not he 
measured Ht11ti~!.ically. Caution should be oxcrciRed, t.horoforc, in 
iut.orprct.ing ::nnall numerical changes. Cnution should also be 
cxorch:md with nip;nrcl to lnrgo relative increases in tho numbers of 
womon cmgap;od in occupations which aro unusual for women. 
Al!;hough it is cort.ainly trno that, women have expnndod tho range 
of their ocoupatlonal nc(;ivities during tho last decade, the Iigures 
shown lrnro may, in some cu.Hos, tend to overstate t.his expansion 
hecmrno more intorn1ive chocking of questionable returns of this 
type wns performed in 1040 than in 1950; this is particularly true 
of tho railroad occupations. 

'.rho 1\l40 dnl;a on oocupntion, indmitry, and class of worker 
Hhown in t.hiH volume havo boon rovisod to elimirrnto mombors of 
tho nrmed forem1, in ordor t.o aohiovo oomparabi\it.y with Urn 1950 
fignros for U10 omployod which arc limitod to civilians. In tho 
occupation tahlos of tho HMO reports, tho armod forces wore 
mainly inclurlcd in tlrn mnjor group "Protoet!ve service workers." 
In the indns(;ry tables, (;he armod for<ios were all included in the 
major group "Government." In the class-of-worker tablos, tho 
armod forcol:l woro all included in tho category "Govomment 
workerA" (or in tho t.o!;nl "Wage or Fmlary workers"). 

'.rho 1040 major occupation group figures prosonted in Clinptcr 
C of this volume may dilfor i11 some citsoH from !;he co1·rcisponding 
fip;m·es prmmn!:od in Chnptor B. Tho rovi~ecl figures shown in 
Chapt.or C wom dovolopocl by a mm·o clotnilocl analysis of (;ho 
11MO-l!l50 clasHifiea!;ion cllfTnrcmcmi than wore tho figuros in 
Chaptc1r B. 

1930 and e1irlier census d1ita.-~ .. ·Prior to 19'10, tho oon1:1ns dai;n 
on !;ho ec1onomimilly aotivo pop11la!fon roforrod (;o "gainful workers" 
mthor than to "lnbor force." 'l'ho difforomies boi;woon those two 
oononpts m·o do1-1m·ihod in !.ho 1-1oetion on "I•Jmploymon!: statuR." 
Tho offootH of t.his varint.ion in approac1h on tho various occupation 
and induH(;ry ontogorios two vir!a11tlly impossible to measure. For 
moH(; oatogorios, (;ho numbm· of gainful workors is probably 
oquivalon(; to t:l10 number of porHous in t.110 oxporienood civilian 
labor fol'oo. Ii'or cortain oa;t.ogorios, partieularly those with rola­
tivoly largo numbors of Boasonal workers, tho gainful worker 
figuros aro probably somowhat groat:or !;han tho labor force figures. 

'.rho oooupablonal and industrial classification systems used in 
tho 1930 Consul'! and earliol' consusos wore markedly different from 
1;he 1050 Hystems. Tho relntion1:1hip between the present and 
earlier systems is being analyzed, and tho results of tho study will 
be made nvailablo by tho Census Buronu. For information on 
occupation and indus!;ry da!;a from 1930 and earlier censuses, sec 
!:ho publication, U. S. Buroau of the Census, Sixteenth Census 
Hoports, Population, ComparaUve Occupation Statistics for the 
Uni:ted Statc11, 1870 to 194.0, Washington, D. 0., 1943. 

Other data.-Comparnbllity botweon tho statistics presented in 
this volume and st.atisUos from other sources is frequently affected 
by the uso of different; classification systems, its well as by many of 
the factors described in tho paragraphs on comparabiJii;y with 
Current Populntion Survey data and other data in the section on 
"Employment status." 

INCOME 

Definitions 

Components ofincome.-lncome, as defined in the 1950 Census, 
is the sum of money received from wages or salarie111 not income 
(or loss) from self-employment, and income other than earningR. 
Tho figures in this ropOl·t represent the amount of income received 
before deduct.ions for personal income taxes, socinl security, bond 
purchase11, union dues, etc. 

Receipts from the following sources were not included as income: 
money received from the sale of property, unlo1:1s tho recipient wns 
engaged in tho business of selling such property; tho valm1 of 
income "in kind," such as food produeecl and consumed in !:ho 
home or free living quarters; withdrawals of bnnk deposits; money 
borrowed; t;ax refunds; gifts and lump-sum inheritance.,~ or insurance 
payments. 

Information was requested of a 20-percent sample of persons 14 
years of nge and over on the following income categories: (1i) 'l'he 
amount of money wages or salary received in 19110; (b) the amount 
of net money income received from self-employment; in 1!>49; and 
(c) the amount; of other monoy income received in l!J.19. If (;ho 
person wits the hoad of a family, those three questions wore 
repeated for the other family members as a group in order t;o 
obtnin the incomo of the whole family. Tho composition of 
families is as found at tho time of interview, although tho timo 
period covered by the inootno statistics is tho calendar yoar 1 {Jt!O. 
Specific definitions of these throe categories are as follows: 

l. Wages or .~alal'l/·-'l'his is defined as the total money earnings 
roecivod for work porformod as an employee. lt inoluclos wages, 
salary, armod forceH pay, commfasions, tips, piooo-rat;o pnymonts, 
and cash bonuses earned. 

2. Self-employment income.-This is defined as no1i money 
income (gross receipts minus oporating expenses) from a buslnossl 
farm, or profos1:1ional ente1·priso in which tho person was engagoo 
on his own account or as an unincorporated employer. Gross 
receipts include tho value of all goods sold and services rondorecl. 
Expenses include tho costs of goods purchased, rent, hoa1;, light, 
power, depreoin;tion olrnrgos, wages and salaries pnid, business 
taxes, etc. 

3. Income other than carnings.-'l'hil:l inoludos money incomo 
received from sources o!;hor (;han wages or salary and solf-employ­
m01rt, such as net Income (or loss) from roni;s or rocoipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalt;ics; interest., clividcnclt-1, and periodic 
income from ostates and trus(~ funds; pensions; vol:erami' p11yments1 

armed forces allotments for dependents, and other govornmontnl 
payments or assistimce; and othor in60mo such as eontrll.rntions 
for support from persons who are not members of t;ho hou1:1ohold, 
alimony, and periodic reooipts from insurance policies or annuities. 

StatisUos on tho income of families and unrolatod individuals 
arc presented In Chapter B. Unrelated individuals nro shown by 
tho amount of their own incomo; for family groups, however, tho 
combined inc01nos of all members of each family aro 1;roat;ed as n 
single amount. In CIU1.ptor C, data nre presented for all persons 
1•1 years of ago and over, tabulated by the amount of their own 
income. 

Quality of the Income Dain 

'l'he figures in this census, as in all field surveys of income, are 
subject to errors of response and nonroporting. In most cases 
the schedule entries for income are based not on records hu!l on 
memory, usually that of the housewife. Tho memory fao1;or in 
data derived from Iield surveys of income probably produces 
underestimates, because tho tendency is to forget minor or irrogulnr 
sources of income. Other errors of reporting are due to misunder~ 
standing of the income questions or to misropresentntion. 

A possible source of understatement in t;he figures on family 
income was tho assumption in the editing process that there was 
no other income in tho family when only the head's income was 
reported. It is estimated that this assumption was made for 
about 5 percent: of the families. This procedure wns adopted in 
order to make maximum use of the information obtained. In the 
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large majority of the fully reported cases, the head's income con­
stituted all or most of the total family income. 

The income tables in Chapter B include in the lowest income 
group (under $500) those families and unrelated individuals who 
were classified as having no 19'49 income, as defined in the census. 
For the country as a whole, about 6 percent of the families and 
unrelated individuals were reported as having no income. Many 
of these were living on income "in kind," savings, or gifts, or were 
newly created families or families in which the sole breadwinner 
had recently died or left the household. A relatively large pro­
portion, however, probably had some money income which was 
not recorded in the census. 

Although the 1950 Census income data are subject to these 
limitations, they appear to be of about the same quality as those 
obtained from the Current Population Survey, which has provided 
a consistent series of national estimates of the distribution of 
consumer income each year since 1944. 

Comparability 

1940 Census data..-In 1940 all persons 14 years of age and 
over were asked to report (a) the amount of money wages or 
salary received in 1939 and (b) whether income amounting to $50 
or more was received in 1939 from sources other than money 
wages or salaries. Comparable wage or salary income distributions 
for 1940 and 1950 are presented in table 94 of this report. All 
of the other 1950 Census income data shown in this report relate 
to total money income and are more inclusive than are the statistics 
from the 1940 Census. 

Income tax da.ta.-For several reasons, the income data shown 
in this report are not directly comparable with those which may 
be obtained from statistical summaries of income tax returns. 
Income as defined for tax purposes differs somewhat from the 
Bureau of the Census concept. Moreover, the coverage of income 
tax statistics is less inclusive because of the exemptions of persons 
having small amounts of income. Furthermore, some of the 

income tax returns are filed as separai;o ret.urnH and others as 
joint returns; and, consequently, the income reporting unit is not 
consistently either a family or a person. 

Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insure.nee wage record data.··­
The wage or salary data shown in t;his report; urn not directly 
comparable with those which may be obtainc1cl from tho wage 
records of the Bureau of Old Ago and Survivors Insuranec~ for 
several reasons. The coverage of tho wap;l~ record data for l!MO 
is less inclusive than the 1050 Census data bccaui;o of tho oi.::elnsion 
of the wages or salaries of such groups as domestic\ sm•vanlis, form 
laborers, governmental employees, and employumi of II011I>rofit 
institutions. Purthcrmore, no wages or salaries rcccivod from 
any one employer in exceHs of $3,000 in Hl4!l aro (IOH\l'lld by tho 
wage record data. Finally, ns tho Burllau of tho Cm1sus d1itn nro 
obtained by household int,(~rviowl'I, th(1y will diffm· from tho Old 
Age and Survivors Irnmraucm wage roeord du.t,n which al'(l based 
upon employers' reports. 

Office of Business Economics State income payments series.-· 
The Office of Business Economlm; of tho Dopt\l'tmnnl: of Commeroo 
publishes data on the aggregate lnmmrn rncolvlld by thn iiopulntion 
in each State. If tho aggregate ineomo wore of\l.inuil:Nl from t.lrn 
income distributions shown in this report,, it would ho smaller 
than that shown in the State income paynrntltH HorioH fOl' 11ovorul 
reasons. The Bureau of tho Census data aro obtained by house­
hold interview, whereas the State incomo paymonts sorics is 
estimated largely on tho basis of data doriv(Hl from lnrnlnoflA and 
governmental sources. Moreover, (;he dofinit.imrn uf inconrn are 
different. The State hrnomc paymcn ts sorirni hwl11doR Rouw Homs 
not included in t.hc inoome data Rhown in thiR rt~pnrt:, s\111h as 
income in kind, tho vnluo of tho 11ervie.t'~ of lmnlrn 11ml ot.hor 
financial lnt;crmediarics rendered to porli\onR without t.lw aAH<'RAmrint 
of specific charges, aud the income of pcrsorni who died or omigrated 
prior to April 1, 1950. Ou tho othor hnnd1 thci Bureau of tho 
Census income data include oontributiomi for i>upport; roooivod 
from persons not residing in the same living quartorH. 

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE DAT A 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Some of the data in the tables which follow are indicated by 
asterisks or by headnotes as being based on information ashed of 
a representative 20-percent sample of the population. A separate 
line was provided on the population schedules for each person enu­
merated, with every fifth line designated as a sample line. Within 
each enumeration district, the schedules were divided approxi­
mately equally among five versions. On each version the sample 
constituted a different set of lines so that each line on the schedule 
was in the sample on one of the five versions. The persons 
enumerated on these sample lines were asked all of the pertinent 
sample questions.~ 

Although the procedures used did not automatically insure an 
exa~t 20-percent sample of persons in each locality, they were 
unbiased and for large areas the deviation from 20 percent was 

· expected to be quite small. Small biases, however, arose when the 
enumera~or failed to follow his sampling instructions exactly. 
These biases were usually in the direction of a slight under­
representation of adult males, particularly heads of households 
with the result that the sample of all persons was very slight!; 
under 20 percent. In the United States as a whole, the proportion 
of the total population enumerated in the sample was 19.95 
percent, the proportion of household heads 19.73 percent, and the 
proportion of all other persons 20.04 percent. The proportion of 
the total population in .the sample, by regions, was 19.94 percent 

1 In 19 counties of Michigan and Ohio, the sample consisted basloally ol every filth 
household and the pertinent sample questions were directed to all persons In the house· 
bold. A household sample of this type was used as an oxperhnent to determine the 
feasibility ol such samples in future censuses ol populnt!on. 

in the Northeast, 10.03 in the North Cuntral, 10.!17 In tlrn Sonth1 

and 10.96 in the West. Among Sttitcs, tho in·o1mrti011fl in (;he 
sample ranged from 19.86 percent to 20.00 porocnt.~ 

Estimates of the number of porHona with HpooUlod oharMtoriAtlos 
based on sample data have in all (ll\HeB hmm obta!nn<l by multi· 
plying tho number of persons in t.he sample with t,hrnm oluirnc­
teristics by five. Estimates of pereeirt;ages hnvo boon obttiinod in 
each case by using 1;he sample valuos for both t,ho uun1t11•M:or and 
denominator. 

SAMPLING VARIABILITY 

The figures bnsed on the 20-percent sample arc rmhjeot to 
sampling variability which can be estimated from tho standard 
errors shown in tables A and B. 'l.'hese tables do not reflect the 
effects of the biases mentioned above, The standard error is a 
measure of sampling variability. The chances are about 2 out 
of 3 that the difference due to sampling variabil!t,y between an 
estimate and the figure that would have been obtained from a 
complete count of the population is less than the standard orror. 
The amount by which the standard error must be multiplied to 
obtain other odds .deemed more appropriate can ho found in most 
statistical textbooks. For example, the chances aro about 19 out 
of 20 that the difference is less than twice the standard error and 
99 out of 100 that it is less than 2~ times the standard error'. 

Illustration: Let us assume that for a particular cit;y with. a 
population of 100,000 table 62 shows that there were an estimated 

1 In tho exporlmontal nre!IS or Michigan and Ohio, b!Mos duo to the 1mdoro1111mor• 
ation ot household honds did not exist, although some other smnll probloms nroso, 
because some enumerators made errors ln the solootloh or tho snmplo Jn !nstlt•utlons. 
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900 persons 10 years of age who were enrolled in school (90 percent. 
of the 1,000 in this age group). Table A shows that the standard 
error for an estimate of 900 in areas with 100,000 inhabitants is 
about 70. Consequently, the chances are about 2 ont of 3 that 
the figure which would have been obtained from a complete count 
of the number of persons 10 yem·s of age who are enrolled in school 
in this city differs by less than 70 from the sample estimn.te. It 
also follows that there is only about 1 chance in 100 that a com­
plete census result would differ by as much as 175, that is, by 
about 27~ times the number given in the table. Table B shows 
that the standard error of the 90 percent on a base of 1,000 is 2 
percent. For most est.imatm1, linear interpolation will provide 
reasonably accurate results. 6 

The standard errors shown in Tables A and B are not directly 
applicable to differences between two sample estimates. These 
tables arc to be applied differently in t.ho throe following types of 
differences: 

1. The difforonco may bo one between a smnple figure aud one 
based on a complete count, c. g., arhiing from compiirisonl:l bo­
twoon 1950 data and those for 19'10 or earlier ycarti. This i:lt.andard 
error of a difference of thiH typo IH identical with tho vnriabilitv 
of the 1950 estimate. · 

2. Tho diffcronco may be one betwoon two 1mmJ;>lo estimatmi, 
one of which represents a subclass of tho other. rhis caso will 
usually occur when a residual of a dist,ribution is noodocl. For 
example, an oHtimate of tho muubor of persons 7 to 13 years of 
ago not enrolled in school can be obtained by subtracting the esti­
mate of tho number onrollod as shown iu table 18 from tho sample 
estimate of the total number in that ago l!lroup. Tables A and B, 
can bo used directly for a cli!T<1ronce of tlus typo, with the differ­
ence considered as a sample esthnato. 

3. The standard error of any other typo of difl'orenco will bo 
approximately tho square root of the' sum of tho l:lquaros of tho 
standard error of each estimate· considered separately. This 
formula will represent tho actual standard error quite accurately 
for the difforonco between estimates of tho same characteristic in 
two dHFerunt areas, or for the difference between separate and 
uncorrolatod characteristics in ·~he same area. If, however, there 
fo a high positive correlation between the two characteristics, the 
formula will overeffeimato the true standard error. 

Somo of tho tables pres1mt estimates of medians (e. g., median 
yoars ·of school complo~ed, median income) as well as the corre­
sponding distribuiiious. 'l'ho sampling variability of estimates of 
medians depends on tho distribulJon upon which the medians arc 
basecl.7 

'A clos~r 111iproxlmntlon of n st1mdnrd error In to.blo A mny lm obtniufld by usln~ 

2.1(x).J~-=-;~ whOill x Is tho sl1.o or tho ostlm11to mHl T Is tho tot11l ro1m111t1011 or tho nnio; 

In toblo B, tho 11p1iroxlm11tlon ls 2.1.Jl;T'fj_-g_} whoro 1> Is tho 1>orcontn~o boln!l ostlmo.t.cd 

nnd y tho slzo of tho lmsa. For oxnmplo, tho npp1·oxlmntlon 1irovl<lod by tho nbovo 
rormuln or th~ stnn<lnr<l error or 1111 ostlnmtc or 100,000 (x) in nn nron with n totnl pormln· 
tlon or lW,000 ('1') Is 420; ltnonr lntorimlntlon would ylcJcl 11bout 205. 

1 Tho stnndni·d orror or I\ motl111n bllSod on s11m1ilo <luto. m11y bo ostlmntcd ns rollows: 
rr tho ostlm11tcd tot11I number reporting tho ohurnctorlstlo Is N, compute tho number 
N/2-../N. Cumnlnto tho troquonoloa ln tho tnhlo until tho ollllls lntorvnl whloh con· 
t11lns this number Is loontod. Dy llnour lntorpolo.tlon, obta.ln tho vnluo below whloh 
N/2--./N 011Sos no. In 11 slmllnr mnunor, obtnln tho vnluc bolow which N/2-1--./N 
cases lie, If lnlormntlon on tho obnrnotorlstlo hnd boon obto.lnod Crom tho totnl populn· 
tlon, tho cb11noos 11ro nbout 2 out ot 3 that tho modlnn wonlcl lie botwoon those two 
values. Tho chnncos will bo 11bout 10 out or 20 thnt tho modl11n will bo In thO lntorvnl 

N -./-computed slmllnrly but HRlng·:il::l:2 N and 11\Jout 00 In 100 that It will bo In tho In· 

terval obt11lnod by using ~ :±: '> .5 ../N. 

RATIO ESTIMATES 

It is possible to make an improved oHtimato of an al>sol11t.o 
number (improved in the sense that the standard orrot· is 11miillor) 
whenever tho claAs in quest.ion forms a part of a largcir group for 
which both a sample estimate and a comploto count aro availnblc. 
'!'his alt.ornative cstinmtc is partim1larly nsoful when ~ho clmmc­
tcristic hoing estimated is a subst.n.nt.ial part of tho largor g1•011p; 
when the proportion is small, tho improvomont will ho rolitt;ivd.1· 
minor. The improved nst.imato (uRunlly roforrocl to 1tH a "mtio 
ost.imate") may be obt.ainocl by mult.iplying a pcrcentnp;o lmsml 
on sample data by tho figuro which represents tho complotn emmt; 
of the base of tho porcentagn. 

Tho effect of using raUo est.imatcR of t.hiH typo i1:11 in gonoml, to 
rucluco t.ho relative sampling variability from that sf1own for an 
el'ltimate of a given size in table A to tluit. Rhown for "(;ho oorro­
sponding porcontago in tablo B. BAtimatcm of thci:m t:nH1fl two 
not llOing publiaherl by tho Bureau of tho Cemml'l boonuRo of tho 
much higher cost necessary for their propaml.iou tlum for tho 
ostimatos derived by multipl~·inp; tho 1o1amplo rem1lt lly fivo. 

TAnLn A.---STANDAR.D ERROR oF EsTIMA'l'no NuMBBR 

[Hl\IWO or 2 cll1mco8 uut oC aJ 
:-==== '' "'.!:::::..~.::=-.;::;::..-=:'~=.:::';'!.-:::·;::::.~;"'.;;.·-;o::·;:-; 

I i•opulntlon of 111·on 1 
ltstln~to<l <. """"""""·-···< ______ ,_ ---·-·""'"'""" ·"""""''' "•"-·-·-"·-- _ <--- "-··-··< , .•• , 

num or j 1,000 j 10,000 25,()()(ll 100,000 I 2so,ooo I 1,000,000 5,noo,ooo1 !5,000,0011 
--~-- ·-··- _.,.--~ -- ~-·~·-·'""'' -..--~--- _ .. __ ··---.... ~""'·- .......,..,.,._ ,.~ ... -~ . "'""-···-- ~ -- -~ .. ..,..,,~, ~-' 

50 ••...••. "'""""""" 10 10 lO !() lO 10 to ltl 
100 ........ <••<••""" 20 20 20 20 2() 2() 20 20 
250 ........ ,. ••• ".. so :I(} ao ao ao ao :m :m 
000......... ........ ao io rin rio M r.o no no 
l,000. .............. 20 tKl 00 70 70 70 70 711 
2,liOO..................... 00 LOO 100 lOC 100 100 lllll 
5,000 """ --······-· .••••• 110 t:io 140 HO 1110 160 150 
10,000............. ...... 60 HIO 200 :«JO 210 210 21g 

~~:~::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::: ir,g ~ ~ro f~ fi!l3 ~~~ 

r&ii:::::::::::: :::::: ::::::: :::::: U& i~ i~ ~~ iAA 
200,000 ............ ····-- -··-··· --·· • •••••••• 200 010 1,010 1,030 
600,000. --·-······ •.•••• ·-····- --- ·- ,....... •.••••• 1,070 1,:100 1,<l·IO 
1,000,000 """""""""" •••••• """""" < <o"' < • •••" •••• •••••••• 570 1,870 2,()()() 

t~ii~:~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~~~~:~ ~:~~~~~~ :~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~ :::~~~~: i~~~ 
1 An un:m la tllo amnlloat complotll googmphlo 1m11\ to wlrloh Urn nMthm1tu m\tlor uou· 

sldomtlon 11ortnh1N. TllUH tho 11rot1 nmy bo thn Ht11tt1
1 

olty, 001111t;i<, almultml mlltro· 
1>011t111111ro11, urbnulzocl nnin, or t;htl urb11u or ruml lmrt. on or tlw Htnto or ooun ty, 'I'ho 
mml·!1wm or r11rn\.nonl1\rm 1101ml11tlon or tho "11,n o or r.ount.y, tho nonwhlto tK>Jllll11· 
tlon, oto., !lo not ro1iroaont cornploto t\l'<ms. 

TAnLn B.-S'l'ANDARD ERROR oF Es'l'IMA'l'no Pnn.cnN'i'AOR 

[Rnngo or 2 ohnncos out or 3] 

lll\So or porcontngo 
Ustlmntod 
porco11t11go 

ooo j 1,000 2,000 10,000 20,000 100,000 000,000 6,000,000 <--------------- _< _____ --------
2orll8 .•••••••••••••• 1.3 o.o O.ll 
5 or 05............... 2. O 1. 4 o. o 
lOorOO.............. 2.8 2.0 1.2 
2li or 75.............. 4. o 2. 8 1. 8 ro................... 4. o a. s 2.1 

o.a 0.2 
0.5 0.3 
O.G 0.4 o.o 0.11 
l.O O. 7 

8: 1 ····o~r ::::::::: 
0.2 0.1 ••••••••• 
0.8 0.1 ........ . 
0.8 O. l ••••••••• 

------ ---'---·---··-·---------·-"----
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STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS AND CONSTITUENT PARTS 

The Portland Standard Metropolitan Area comprises Portland, South Portland, and Westbrook cities, and (',ape Imtabeth and 
Falmouth towns, in Cumberland County. 



LIST OF CORRECTIONS 
'!'his volunrn haa bnmt pro1111r!1cl primnrily by nsaombllng and binding tho etntietion.l 

portions of pr<wionsly iasuod bnllotins whioh oonstitutod 11ropriuted olmjitore. This 
publication plnn wna ndoplotl lo oonaorvo public funds. 'fho oorrootione nppenrlng below 

roprosent changes w hloh would ordinarily h11.vo lJ-Oon mtido ir tho vohnno hnd boon pro· 
pnrod by reprinting tho oonteutl! of lho bullotina, 

'l'ablo 

13 

lJ 

1,2 

50 

l'ngo 
(proflx 

19) 

10 

21 

21 

(i~ 

Item 

FltANKl.IN COUN'!'Y: Trnnerer Chisholn1 (wlina,) f1•om Induetry town to Jay town, 

UIUlAN !'AllM, l95l1 1 Now ur\inn der:tnit!on: Total, tho State: 
All olaeaee,, ... ,,, .• , .•... , ........................• , .• , .• , •... • • .. •, .. • ...•.•.. •, 

White .. ,,, .... ,,, .... ," ..... ,,,,, .............. ,,,,, .......... , ..... ",,.,,,,"• 
Nonwhi'to •• , .••• , ,, .•..•... , .. , .•.•...• , , .... , ,, ..•.• ,, ••• •• ,, .•• , , ••, ..... , •.•.•.• 

Male; 
All olaoaea,.,, .• ,,., . ......... , .•..... , ......••... , , • , , . , .... , .. , ..•.. •,.,.,, ... • 
White ........... ,,,,,,,,,,, • .,, ... , .. .,,.,, ........................ '''"'""'"' 

Female,,,.,,, .•.••. ,.••••,,, ..•....•...•..•.... , .... , ... ,,.••, .. ,,+•,,•,,•••,••.,,,, 
All olaseea .. .... , , , ... , . , , , , . , • , , .• , • , , •... , , .• , , , , , . , , ..•.......... , • • , , ....... . 
Nonwhite.,.,.,,,,, •..••.. , ............. ,,.,,, •. •,,., .• ,,,.,.,, •. , •.••.•... , •.•••.• 

llflOAN FAllM, l\>50 1 Old u1•ban tlofini'tion: Tt1tal, tho sinte: 
All claaaee, total,, .•..••• ,,.,.,, .....• ,, .•...... , .• , ....• , •..• ,., ... , •... ,, .• , •.• 
Inol'eaee, 1940 to 1950: Number •..•..• , •• , •.•. , .. ,,,,,,,.,., •••. ,, •. , ...• ,.,,,., ..• 

Pe1•cent, ...• , ...........• ,,., .. ,, •.•.• , •... ,,., .• ,,,, ••• , • 
White,,.,,,..,,,.,,,,, .................................... , ...................... .. 

Malet 
All olnec:iea, total,,, .•..•.••.•.•.• , ••.••• , ... •, .... , •.. , .... •• .....•.... , .... , .•.• 
White •.•••• ,,,,,,,,••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••''•••••• 

CUMDERT.AND: Urbnn-!'u1•m populut.ion ••••• ,,,,,,,,,, ,, • , • , , , , , , , • , , •• , ••• , • , , •••••••• , , •• ,, • , , •• , ~.,., ••• , ••••• ,,.,,,.,.,.,,.,, • • 

llANCOOK: U1•bnn-rnrm pc.1pu1a·tion.,,,.,., . •••••• , , • , • , ••• , , ••••• , , .•.••.• , •••• , ••• , •••••.••• , •• , • , , , ••.• , , •• , , •• , •••••• , , , • , • , , , 
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