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Puerto Rico 

GENERAL 

The major portion of the information on the population of 
Puerto Rico, compiled from the Censuses of Population and Housing 
of 1950, is presented in this volume. It contains three chapters 
previously published as separate bulletins. Chapter A recapitu­
lates the statistics on the distribution of the total population 
within Puerto Rico (originally published in the Series P-A bulle­
tin and In Volume I); Chapter B presents statistics on the general 
characteJ·istics of the population of the various political sub­
divisions of the Island, such as municipalities, s·tandard metro­
politan areas, places of 10,000 inhabitants or more, and places 
having 1,000 inhabitants or more (originally published in the 
Series P-B bulletin); and Chapter C presents data on the detailed 
characteristics of the population of Puerto Rico, by urban and 
rural, standard motropolitan areas, cities of 100,000 inhabitants or 
more (originally published in the Series P-C bulletin). 

The major part of this volume is devoted to the presentation of 
information on the characteristics of the population. Statistics 
on the genoral characteristics contained in Chapter B include 
data on urban-rural residence, ago, sex, color, country or munici­
pality of birth, school enrollment, years of school completed, 
literacy, ability to sponk English, marital status, children ever 
born, employmont status, occupation, industry, class of worker, 
and personal income. In Chaptor 0, information on most of 
these characteristics is presented again but in greater detail. 
The characteristics in Chapter 0 include cross-classification of 
age with color, marital status, relationship to household head, 
children ever born, education, literacy, ability to speak English, 
and employment status; the occupational and industrial attach­
ments of the labor force; and personal income. 

Statistics on tho number of inhabitants, as shown In Chapter A, 
and oharactorlstios of the population, as shown in Chapters B 

and C of this volume for Puerto Rico, are based on complete 
counts of the population. However, differences between figures 
for ·corresponding items in different tables may arise because they 
were prepared from separate tabulations. The resources available 
did not permit a full adjustment of small processing differences, 
whereas in earlier censuses such adjustments were made. 

In the Series P-A, P-B, .and P-C bulletins, the t.ables were 
numbered in such a way as to pro.vide a continuous series of each 
area when bound together in this volume. Thus tables 1 to 7 
for Puerto Rico present data on the number of inhabitants, tables 
8 to 42 present the data on general characteristics of the population, 
and tables 43 to 80 present tho data on detailed characteristics. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 

Practically all of the statist.ics tabulated for Puerto Rico, 
standard metropolitan areas, municipalities, and places of 10,000 
inhabitants or more are published in Chapter B. 

Some of the detailed statistics tabulated for larger areas in 
connection with the preparation of Chapter C are not being pub­
lished; for example, data for MayagUez and Ponce cities, and for 
the urban and rural parts of standard metropolitan areas, and 
mart- detailed age statistics for certain characteristics. A com· 
plete description of these unpublished data can be obtained upon 
request. 

The tabulated but unpublished statistics can be made available, 
upon request, for the cost of transcription or consolidation. If 
enumeration district data are desired, copies of maps showing 
enumeration districts can also be furnished, usually at nominal 
cost. Requests for such unpublished material should be addressed 
to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C. 

POPULATION TRENDS 

The island.-The island of Puerto Rico was formally surren· 
dered by Spain to the Unibed States in October 1898 and by tho 
Treaty of Paris, signed December 10 of tht- same year at the close 
of the Spanish-American War, was cedod to the United States, 
together with Vicques, Cnlobra, and other small adjacent islands. 
The population of Puerto Rico on April 11 1050, was 2,210,703. 
Puerto Rico and the small adjacent islands have a land area of 
3,423 square miles. In 1950 there was an average of 645.8 
inhabitants per square mile, as compared with an average of 546.1 
in 1940. Among the Territories and possessions of the 
United States, Puorto Rico ranked first in population and thil'd 
in area. 

In 1765, when the first census of Puerto Rico was taken by the 
Spanish Government, it had a population of 44,883 (table 1). In 
1950, 185 years later, the population was nearly 50 times as large. 
Between 1899, the date of the first census taken by the Government 
of the United States, and 1950 the population more than doubled. 
The rates of population growth over the 51-year period ranged 
from a low of 16.3 percent for the decade ending in 1920 to a high 
of 21.1 percent for the decade ending in 1940. The numerical 
increase of 341,448 between 1940 and 1950 was the largest inter· 
censal gain in the history of Puerto Rico and represented an in· 
crease of 18.3 percent over the 1940 population of 1,869,255. 

Urban and rural populi\tion.-As in previous oen~uses, the urban 
population of Puorto Rico has been defined as that living in cities, 
towns, and villages of 2,500 inhabitants or more. The remaining 
population is classified as rural. 

The 1950 urban population of Puerto Rico numbered 894,813 
persons, or 40.5 percent of the total population (table 1). This 
population was living in the 54 urban places in the Island. Two· 
fifths of the urban population were living in the two cities of 
100,000 inhabitants or more-San Juan and Rio Piedras (table 2). 
An additional quarter of the urban population was accounted for 
by the four other places of 25,000 to 100,000 inhabitants. 

All 14 places of 10,000 inhabitants or more shared in the growth 
of the urban population between 1940 and 1950. The largest 
numerical increase as well as the most rapid rate of growth-
112,503 and 564.3 percent, respectively-was recot·ded by Rio 
Piedras city. A large amount of the increase is attributable to 
annexations of territory by the city during the decade. The 
smallest percentage gain was the increase of 14.8 percent by Gua­
yama town. 

The rural population of Puerto Rico comprised 1,315,890 
persons, or 59.5 percent of the total population (table 1). Of the 
rural population, 51,201 persons,. or 3.9 percent, were living in the 
31 towns or villages having fewer than 2,500 inhabitants (table 2). 
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Trends in the urban and rural popttlation.-The 1950 urban 
population of Puerto Rico was more than six times as Jarge as the 
urban population of 138, 703 reported in 1899 (table 1). The 
numerical increase of 328,450 between 1940 and 1950 accounted 
for more than two-fifths of the increase over the 51-yeai; :period 
and 96 percent of tile increase in tot.al population between 1940 
and 1950. The proportion of the popnlation of Puerto llico 
living in urban places nearly tripled over the 51-year period; 
increasing from 14.6 percent in 1899 to 40.5 percent in 1950. 

The rmal population of Puerto Rico rose steadily from 814,540 
in 1899 to 1,315,890 in Hl50 (table 1). In .each o.f the intercensal 
p~rior;ls both .th,e numerical increase .and the r~te of growth of the 
urban population exceeded those for t.he rm'.al ;P\JtJUlation, As a 
result of tho greater increa~es in the· urban population, the pro­
portion .of the populati~1i 9f Pu!!rto Ri.co Hving in rural tcrdtory 
declined steadily from 8_5 .. 4 ~o 59.5 ~ercen~ bet:wecn 1899 and 19p0, 

. Municipa,lities.-F9r purposes of .local g<;>vermnent, P~1erto Rico 
is divided into 77. areas culled municipalities'. Between 1940 and 
1950, 72 of tho ,municipalities increased in pqpulatio11 (table 4:). 
In two of the mnnicipalitios-;-Rio Piedra~ aµd Catafi.o-the popu~ 
lation more than doubled O'lcr. the iO-y<im: period. Rio Piedras 
also had the largest numerfcal inc1·casc-:-75,Q99. . :rho municipal~ 
ities of San Juan ancl Ponce had numerical increases of 55,520 
and 21,094, respectively. Tho combined increase in those t11rce 
municipalities accounted for 44.8 percent of tho increase in pop­
ulation for Puerto Rico. Of the five municipallties which lost 
population between 1940and1950, Viequcs was the only one which 
had also lost populu.tion in tho prncodi11g decade. 

Minor civil divisiom1.-To the primary political divisions into 
which counties in continental· United· States are divid<.'d, the 
Bureau of the Census aµplics the genel'al term "minor oivil divi~ 
sions." The municipalities in Puerto Rico are divided into 
bu.rrios which for Census purposes are considered minor civil 
divisions. Neither tho barrios nor the cities ancL towns which 
oc·cupy the closely settled areas have any form of government 
distinct Crom that of the municipality in wbioh they are located. 

A number of the barrios are divided into sub-barrios. All bu~ 
one of tho barrios so divided form parts of cities. The single 
exception is Aguirre barrio in the municipality of Salinas. 

Cities, towns, and villages.-In 1950 there were four placi::s 
known as cities: San Juan, the capital of Puerto Rico, MayagUez, 
Ponce, and Rfo Piedras. The place in which the government of 
the 73 remaining municipalities is located is known as a town. 
In all municipalities the city or the town bears the same name l\S 

the municipality in which it is located. In addition, there were 
eight places known as villages. Fifty-four of the places wete 
u~·ban places, that is, places of 2,500 inhabitants or more. 

The reJationship between the places and barrios varies con­
side,rably. ':l1he cities arc composed of more than one barrio, witll 
San Juan city also coextensive with the numicipa\ity of the same 
name. The towns are composed of one or more bal'l'ios. Two 
of the villagesc-Enscnada and. Lo!za Aldea--arc coextensive with 
th~ barrio~ in which they arc located; three villages-Florida, 
Jobes, and Puerto Jobos-form parts of barrios; and thrce-Cen­
ti:al Aguirre, Coquf, and San Felipe-form sub-barrios of Aguirre 
barrio in the nrnnicipality of Salinas. 

In ·table 5 the name of the city or town which is the scat t)f 

governtnent of tho municipa.Hty is presented first under the name 
of the municipality, followed by the names of the i·cmaining barrio.'! 
listed in alphabetical order. When a city or a town is made up 
of more than one :barrio, the population of each barrio is shown 
ip italics under the name of the city or town. The population c~{ 
each: sub-barrio also appears in italics under tho population of the 
barrio in which it is located. 

Senatorial districts.-Pucrto Rico is divided into seven senn­
torial districts fo1· electorial purposes. 'rhe composition of the 
seven districts is shown on the maps on pp. 53-2 to 53-5. In 1050 
the districts mngecl in populo.tion from District 7 (Hnmacao) with 
260,990 inhabitants to District 1 (San Juan) with 577,600 In­
habitants (table 7). AU seven districts shared in the incronsc in 
the population of Pncrto Rico, with the large~t gain-170,77(}-.­
Iiaving been recorded in District 1. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

The . definitions of the pertinent cpµqepts ~isecl ill the l950 
Census are given below, Scvc1·al .of the~e diffc1· from .those i.1scd 
in Hl40. These changes were made after consultation with users 
of census data in order to improve the statisiics, even though it 
was recognized that comparability would be adversely affected. 
In many cases the new dofh1itions were tested in conhcction with 
the Curre11t Population Survey; and, where feasible, measures of 
the impact of the change on the statistics were developed; 

USUAL PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

· In Mcordanoe with usual Census practice, each person enumer­
ated in the HJ50 Census was counted Mau inhabitant of. his usual 
place of residence or usual place of abode, which is generally con­
strued to mean the place where he lives and sleeps most of the time. 
This place is not necessarily the sam:e as' his legal rcsiden~e, voting 
residence, or domicile, although, in the vast majority ofciases,'the 
use of these different bases of classificatio~ would produce identical 
results. 

In the application of this rule, persons were not always counted 
as residents of the places in which .they happened to be found by 
the census enumerators. . Visitors .found staying in private homes 
were not ordinarily interviewed there. Information on persons 
away from their usual place of residence was obtained from other 
members of their.families, landladies, etc. If an entire family was 
expected to be away during the whole period of the enumeration, 
information on it was obtained from· neighbors. A matching 
process was used to eliminate duplicate reports for 'persons who 
reported for themselves while away and were also report.ed by 
their families at home. 

J;'.enio11s .in the armed forces quartered on military instollntinns 
were enmnerated as residents of tho municipalities and barrios .in 
which thCir installations were located. Members of their families 
were enumel·atod where they actually resided. fo tho HJ.50 
Census, college students living away from home were oonsldererl 
residents 'of. the communities in which they were residing while 
attending college, rather than as persons ·temporarily u.bsent from 
their pal'ental homes as was the practice in 1940. In 1950 the 
crews of vessels of the American Merchant Marine were counted 
as part of the population of the ports in which their vessels woro 
berthed on April 1, 1950. In 19·10 such persons were trentcd ns 
part of the population of the port from which the vessel operated. 
Inmates of institutions, who ordinarily live there for long periods 
of time, were counted as inhabitants of the place in whioh thtl 
institution was located; whereas patients in general hospitals, wbo 
01•clinarily have short stays, were counted at, or nllocated to, thl'ir 
homes. All persons without a usual place of residence were 
count;ed where tl1ey were enumerated. 

COMPLETENESS OF ENUMERATION 

The degree of completeness of enumeration l1as always bean a 
matter of deep concern to the Bureau of the Census; and, in tbo 
course of its !1istory, a number of devices have been developed to 
aid in securing a,clequate coverage. These devices include the 
special procedures for the enumeration of transients and infanb;• 
urging notifications from persons who believed that they may uo~ 
have been enumerated, and the early announcement of populM.ion 
count.s in local areas to make possible the thorough invcstigl\tion. 
of complaints as to the accuracy of the count. In the 1950 
Census earlier procedures were strengthened and ndclitional 
procedures were introduced. 
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INTRODUCTION .58'"V 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE 

According to the definition that was adopted for uso in the 1950 
Census, the urban population comprises all persons living in places 
of 2,500 inhabitants or more. The remaining population is classi­
fied as rural. According to the new definition that was used in 
continental United States in 1950, the urban population com­
prises all persons living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitanbs or more 
incorporated as cities, boroughs, and villages, (b) incorporated 
towns of 2,500 inhabitants or more except in New England, New 
York, and Wisconsin, where "towns" are simply minor civil divi­
sions of counties, (c) the densely settled urban fringe, including 
both incorporated and unincorporated areas, around cities of 
50,000 or more, and (d) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more outside any urban fringe. Sin()e all urban places in 
Puerto Rico are unincorporated and the boundaries used were 
those supplied locally immediately prior to the 1950 Census, most 
of the "urban fringe" around these places was included as part of 
the place. Hence, the urban definition for Puerto Rico is virtually 
comparable with that now used in the Statesr 

STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS 

Origin aud Purpose 

It has long been recognized that, for many types of social and 
economic analysis, it is necessary to consider as n unit the entire 
populal;ion in and around the cities whose activities form an inte­
grated social and economic system. P1·ior to tlle 1950 Census, 
areas of this type had been defined in somewhat ditrerent ways 
by various agencies. Le!J.ding examples wore the metropolitan 
districts of the Census of Population, the industrial areas of the 
Census of Manufactures, and tho labor market areas of the Bureau 
of Employment Security. Tho usefulness of data published for 
any of these areas was limited by the lack of comparability. 

Accordingly, the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with a 
number of other Federal agencies, under the leadership of the 
Bureau of the Budget, established the "standard metropolil;an 
area" so that a wide variety of statistical data might be presented 
on a uniform basis. Since counties 01· municipaliMes instead of 
minor civil divisions are used as the basic component of standard 
metropolitan areas, except in the New England States, it was felt 
that many more kinds of statistics OOltld be compiled for them 
than for metropolitan districts. 

Definitions 
A standard metropolitan area is a municipaliby or group of con­

tiguous municipalities which contains at least one city of 50,000 
inhabitants or more. In addition to the municipality, or munici­
palities, containing such a city, or cities, coiitiguous municipalities 
are included ln a standard metropolitan area if according to certain 
criteria they arc essentially metropolitan in character and socially 
and economically integrated with tho central city, 

Criteria of metropolitan oharaoter,-Tho~o criteria relate pri.: 
marily to the character of tho municipality as a place of work or 
as a home for concentrations of nonagricultural workers and their 
dependents. Specifically, these criteria aro: 

1. The municipality must (a) contain 10,000 nonagricultural 
workers, or (b) contain 10 percent of the nonagricultural workers 
working in the standard metropolitan area, or (c) h11-ve at least 
one-half of its population residing in minor civil divisions with a 
population density of 150 or more per square mile and contiguous 
to the central city. · · 

2. Nonagricultural workers must constitute at loast two­
thirds of the total number of employed persons of the municipality. 

Criteria of integration.-Thc criteria of integration relate' pri~ 
marily to the extent of eco11omio and social communication be­
tween the outlying municipalities and the central nnmicipality, 
as indicated by such items as the following: · 
. 1. Fifteen percent or more of the workers residing in the con­

tignous municipality work iu the municipality containing the 
largest city in the standard metropolitan area,. or 

2. Twenty-five percent or mON of the persons working in the 
contiguous municipality reside in the municipality containing 
the largest city in the standard metropolitan area, or · 

3. An average of four or inore telepho1ie calls per subscriber 
per ~0~1th from the co~1tig~10us municipality to the municipality 
COlltammg the largest city m. the standard metropolitan area. 

Central cities,_:...Although there may be several cities of 50 000 
or mor.e in a standard metropolitan ai·ea, not all are necess~rily 
central cities. The largest City in a standard metropolitan area 
is the. principal central city. Any other city of 25,000 or more 
within a standard metropolitan' area and having a population 
amountfrig to one-third or rµore of the population of the·principal 
city is also a centml city. However, no more than three aities 
have been defined as central cities ,of any standard metropolitan 
area. The' name of every central city is included in the name of 
the area. 

Standard m.etropolitan areas and their constituent parts.-The 
three standard metropolitan areas and their constituent parts are 
as follows: 

1. Mayagilez-MayagUez Municipality. 
2. Ponce-Ponce Municipality.· 
3. San Juan-Rio PicclrM"-Bayam6ni Cataflo, Guaynabo, 

l'Uo Piedras, and San .Juan Municipalities. 

DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

Users of dat.a for the smaller arras ~lwuld bear in mind that the 
data for such areas represent the work of a very small number of 
enumerators (often 011ly one or two). The misinterpretation by 
an enurr:terator of the instructions fol' a particular item may, 
t11erefore, have an app1·cciable effect in the. statistics for a very 
smnll community, even though it .would have a negligible effect 
upon the figures for a large area. 
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MEDIANS 

The median, a type of average, is presented in. connection with 
tl1e data on age, years of sol1ool completed, and personal income 
which appear in this volume. The median is the value which 
divides the distribution into two equal parts-one-half of the 
oases falling below this value and one.-half of the cases exceeding 
this value. In the computation of the medians, cases for which 
information was not reported are omitted. The median income 
for persons is based on the distribution of those reporting $1 or 
more. 

COLOR 

Definitions 

The concept of·race as it has been used by the Bureau of tho 
Census is derived from that which is commonly accepted by the 
general public. It does not, therefore, reflect clear-cut definitions 
of • biological stock, and several .categories obviously refer to 
nationalities. · 

The term "color" refers to the division of population into two 
groups, white and nonwhite. The group designated as "nonwhite" 
consists of Negroes, persons of mixed white and Negro blood, and 
the small number of persons of other races. 

Persons are classitled according to the race of t11e nonwl1ite 
parent, and mixtures of nonwhite races are classified according to 
the raoe of the father. 

AGE 

Definitions 

The age classification is based on t11e age of the person at his 
last:birthday as of the date of his enumeration, that is, the· age of 
the person .in completed years. The enumerator was instructed 
to. obtain the age of each person as of the date of his visit rather 
than as of April 1, 1950 .. In roost oases the age reported would 
have been the same on either basis. 
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Assignment of Unknown Ages 

When the age of a person was not reported, it was estimated 
on the basis of other available information such as marital status, 
school attendance, employment status, age of other members of 
the family, and type of household. Age was estimated by this 
procedure in the 1950 Census for less than 0.2 percent of the 
population of Puerto Rico. This method of assigning unknown 
ages on the basis of related information was used for the first 
time in the 1950 Census of Territories and possessions. In previ­
ous censuses, persons of unknown age were shown in a separate 
category. The summary totals for 1114 years and over" for 
earlier censuses presented in this volume include all persons of 
'.'unknown age" since there is evidence that most of the persons 
for whom age was not reported were in the age classes above 
these limits. 

Errors in Age Statistics 

A considerable body of evidence exists which indicates that age 
is misreported in several characteristic ways and that certain age 
groups are less completely .enumerated than others in censuses. 
A comparison of age distributions from the 1950 Census with age 
distributions based on figures from the 1940 Census and brought 
up to date from official records of births, deaths, and migration 
suggests that the 1950 Census is no exception to this generaliza­
tion. This comparison shows that for Puerto Rico as a whole 
there appears to be an underenumeration of children under 5 
and of males between the ages of 18 and 24 years. Likewise, 
there appears to be a deficit of persons in the age range 55 to 64 
years, which, however, is more than offset by an excess over the 
number expected in the ago group 65 years old and over. 

In addition to errors in the stntistics of broad age groups arising 
from underenumeration and the misstatement of age, there is a 
tendency to report age in multiples of 5. 1'his tendency is ap­
parent in statistics for single years of age in which the frequenoies 
for single years ending in 0 and 5 are frequently greater than 
those for the two adjoining years. This type of misreporting 
presumably occurs in situations in which the respondent, in the 
absence of specific knowledge as to his exact age or the age of the 
person for whom he is reporting, gives an approximate figure. 
The returns also exaggerate the number of centenarians. In 
general, the degree of inaccuracy in reported ages is greater for 
adults than for children. 

NATIVITY 

In this volume, the population is classified according to place of 
birth into two basic groups, native and foreign born. A person 
born in the United States or any of its Territories or possessions 
is counted as native. Also included as native is the small group 
of persons who, although born in a foreign country or at sea, were 
American citizens by birth because their parents were Ameri<lan 
citizens. Since the Republic of the Philippines was established 
as an independent country in 1946, persons born in the Philippine 
Islands were classified as foreign born in the 1950 Census whereas 
in earlier censuses such persons had been classified a.s native. 
The small number of persons for whom place of birth was. not 
reported were assumed to be native. 

Because only 0.4 percent of the population of Puerto Rico is 
foreign born, less information is shown on nativity in this volume 
than for other Territories or possessions. 

MARITAL STA TVS AND MARRIED COUPLES 
Definitions 

Marital sta.tus.-The classification with resped to marital status 
for Puerto Rico covers five classes, namely, single, married, con­
sensually married, widowed, and divorced. The classification 
refers to the status at the time of enumeration. Persons classified 
as "married" or "consensually married" comprise, therefore, both 
those who have been married only once and those who remarried 
after having been widowed or divorced. Persons with ti.nnulled 
marriages are classified a.a single. 

The category "Consensually married," that is, persons living 
together in a common-law marriage without a civil or religious 
ceremony, has been shown separately for Puerto Rico because a 
sufficient number of persons are reported as such in the census. 
This category may include persons whose union has been broken 
up by separation. Also, the "Single" category may include some 
eonsensmtlly married persons whose union had been dissolved due 
to separation or death. 

Differences between the number of married or consensually 
married males and tho number of married or consensually married 
females arise from spouses' having their usual residences in different. 
areas and from errors of response and the processing methods 
used. 

Married couple.-A married or consensually married couple is 
defined as a husband and his wife enumerated as members of the 
same household or quasi household. Married couples are classified 
as "with own household" if the husband is head of the household. 
Other married couples, classified as "without own liousohold," 
may be living in households as relatives of the head or as lodgers 
or employees, or they may be living in quasi households, such M 

large rooming houses or hotels. 

Comparability 

In 1950, as in previous censuses, marital status was not reported 
for a small number of persons. For such persons marital atatus 
was estimated in 1950 on the basis of age and the presence of spouse 
or children. In 1940 such persons for whom the status was not 
apparent from other information ou tlw schedule were cl1>Hsiliccl 1u1 

single. 
HOUSEHOLDS AND QUASI HOUSEHOLDS 

Definitions 

Rousehold.-A household includes all the persons who occu(>Y 
a house, an apartment or other group of rooms, 01· a i·oom tilt\\. 
constitutes a dwelling unit. In general, a group of rooms occupied 
as separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has separate 
cooking equipment or a separate entrance; a single room occupied 
as separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has separate cook­
ing equipment or if it constitutes the only living quarters in tho 
strncture. A household includes the related familv members rmd 
also the unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers, 

0

fostcr children, 
wards or employees wl10 sliare the dwelling unit. A person Jiving 
alone in a dwelling unit, or a group of unrelated persons sharh1g 
a dwelling unit as partners, is counted as a household. The 
count of households exclurles groups of persons living as membors 
of a quasi household (see below). 

The average population per household is obtained by dividing 
tho population in households by the number of households. It 
excludes persons living in quasi households. 

Quasi households.-A quasi household is a group of persons 
living in quarters not classified as a dwelling unit, for examplo1 

in a house with at least five lodgers, or in a hotel, an institution, 
a labor camp, or military barracks. 

Institutional population.-The institutional population includes 
those persons Jiving as inmates in such places as home's for delin­
quent or dependent children, homes and schools for tho mentally 
or physically handicapped, places providing specialized medical 
care, homes for the aged, prisons, and jails. Staff members n.nd 
their families are not included in the institutional population, 

The number of inmates of institutions is shown in the tables it1 
Chapter B. Inmates 14 years old and over are shown in certain 
employment status tables in Chapters B and C. 

Comparability 

Minor changes in the instructions for identifying dwelling unlta 
in 1950 as compared with 1940 may have affected to a a1ight extent 
the increase in households between the two dates. For example, 
in the 1940 Oel!sus1 the occupants of a lodginghouse were rcgardod 
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as a quasi household if the place included 11 or more lodgers; in 
the 1950 Census the criterion was reduced to 5 or more lodgers. 
In general, however, the number of households and thr. number 
of occupied dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be reg1wdecl tis 
comptimble with the manber of "families,'' "private hou~eholcls," 
and occupied dwelling units as shown in the census rcportA for 
1930 and 1940. 

In the 1950 Cemms, the number of households and the number 
of occupied dwelling units were identiffod by definition; small dif­
ferences betweon theso numbers appetir in the pnhlishod reports, 
however, because the data for tho Population and tho Housing 
reports were processed independently, 

In certain Population and Housing reports of tho lll40 Census, 
the average population per household included persons living in 
quasi households. Such persons were excluded in caloulating the 
average population per household shown in tl_1e present volume. 

The coverage of the institutional population in the 1950 Census 
is somewhat more inclusive than that in the 1H40 Census. For 
example, patients in tuberculosis sanitaria wore included in 1950 
but not in 1940. Furthermore, the identifictition of other types of 
institutions such as nursing, convalescent, and rest homes was probably 
improved by the listing of the specific types in the En11merat01"s 
Reference Manual. 

RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Definitions 

Head of household.-One perRon in each hous(ihold is designated 
as the "head." The number of hetids, therefore, is equal to tho 
number of households. The head is usually the person regarded , 
as tho head by tho members of the household. Marricid or 
consensually married women are not classified as heads if their 
husbtinds or mates are living with them at tho timo of tho census. 

Wife.-The total number of females shown under tho heading "wife 
or mato" is ordinarily somewhat less than the total number of 
married or consensually married women with husband prmmnt, 
since the category "Wife or mate" in the rolationship tablos 
includes only wives or mates of heads of 110useholds. As indicated 
in the section on "Mitrital status," tho number of "wives or mates" 
is directly comparable with data in the marital status tables on 
the number of married or consensually married men 'with wife 
or mate present who are heads of households. Either of these 
figures may bo t1sed to indicate the number of "husband-wife 
households." 

Child.-'l'his co.togory includes sons and daughters, stepchildren, 
foster children, and adopted children of tho head regardless of 
their age or marital status. It excludes sons-in-law and daughtcrs­
in-law and, of course, any children of the head no longor Jiving in 
the household. 

Grandchild.-This category comprises all prrsons living in the 
household who are sons, daughters, stepchildren, or adopted 
children of a child of the head. 

Parent.-This classification, comprises parents and paronts-in­
law of the head if living in tho household. 

Other relative.-This class includes such relatives of the head as 
sons-in-law, sisters-in-law, nephews, brothers, aunts, grandparents, 
cousins, and great-grandchildren, if these are members of the 
household. 

Lodger.-All persons in households who are not roltited to i;l10 

head, except resident employees and their families, are counted as 
lodgers. Among these persons are lodgers, roomers, and boarders, 
and their relatives residing in tho same household. Also included 
are partners and wards. 

Resident employee.-This category consists of all employees of 
the head of the household who usually reside in the household with 
their employer, and their relatives residing in the same household. 
The main types of such employees are cooks, maids, nurses, and 
hired farm hands. 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN 

In the 1950 Census of Puerto Rico, data were obtained for the 
first time on tho number of children ever born. This item was 
ropo1•ted for all women. In the clnssifioation of women by number 
of children over ])Orn, all children ever born alive to a woman dur­
ing her lifetime were counted, including children by any former 
marriag·e or consensual union. 

'!'he distribution of women 15 years old and over by age and 
number of children over born is presented in table 51. The dis­
tribution of childron eve~· horn represents the full frequency detail 
that wtis tabulated for tho 1050 Census data. The termino,l class 
was thus "15 or more"; and, in computing the total number of 
chilrlron ever born, mean values had to be estimated for this class. 

PLACE OF BIRTH 

Definition 

The statistics on this subject are bo.sed on the respondent's 
answer to the question, i'lEn qu~ municipio ntici6?" (In what 
municipality was he born?) If tho respondent was bom outside 
of Puerto H.ico, however, the oni.m1eratol' was instructed to enter 
·tho name of tho country of birth. 

In table 21, the foreign-born population is classified by country 
of birth. This olassifiotition is based on international boundaries 
as formally recognized by tho United States in April 1950. 

In table 41, tho native population ls classified with respect to 
place of birth into four groups: those bom in tho municipality of 
residence, those born in another municipality, thoso born in other 
lT nited States 'l'erritorica and possessions, and those born in 
continental United States. In addition, a complete cross-classifi­
cation of municipality of residence at tho time of the 1950 Census 
by municipaliby of birth is also 'shown. 

Comparability With Earlier Census Data 

In 1940 the classification of tho population was. based on the 
political boundaries of January 1, 1037. The 1930 data are based 
on tho political boundarlos of that year, which were, in most 
respects, identical with those of January 1, 1937. 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Definitions 

'l'hc data on school enrollment were derived from answers to 
the question, "lHa asistido ti la oscuela en cualquier per!odo 
dc>spues do febroro 1 ?" (}fos he attended school at any time since 
February 1 ?) 

"Regular" sohools.-In tho instructions to the enumerators1 en­
rollment was defined as enrollment in "regular" schools only. 
Such schools are public, private, or parochial schools, colleges, 
universities or professional schools, cit.her day or night, that is, 
tbose scho~ls whore enrollment leads to an elementary or high 
school diploma, or to a college, un~versity, or ~rofessional school 
degree. Emollment could be full time or part time. 

If a person was enrolled in such a school subsequent to Feb­
ruary 1, 1950, he was classified as enrolled even if he had not 
actually attended school since that elate. For example, he may 
not ha.vo attended because of illness. 

If a person wtis receiving regular instruction at home from a 
tutor, and if the instruction was considered comparable to that 
of a regular school or college, the person was counted as em:olled. 
Enrollment in a correspondence course was counted only if the 
course was given by a regular school, such as a university, and the 
person received credit thereby in the regular school system. 

Kindergarten.-Childron enrolled in kindergartcin were reported 
separately in 1950 and were not counted as enrolled in school. 
Tho statistics on kindergarten enrollment were tabula,tecl only for 
children 5 and 6 years old. ' 
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Schools excluded.-Persons enrolled in vocational, trade, or 
J:>usiness schools were excluded from t.11e enrollment figures unless 
such schools were graded and considered a part of a regular school 
system. Persons receiving on-the-job training in connection with 
their work were not counted as enrolled in school. Persons en­
rolled in correspondence courses other than those descl'ibed above 
were not counted as enrolled in school. 

Editing of 1950 Data 

In 1950, as in prior censuses, persons for whom ther.e was no 
report as to school enrollment are not shown separately. In both 
1 !)40 and 1950, the editing rules were determined largely on the 
basis of information on ages of compulsory attendance as com­
pilt>d by the United States Office of Education. Additional infor­
matfon used includrtl other items on the schedule. In gt>neral, 
persons 5 through 17 years of a.go not i·eporting on school enroll­
ment were treated as emolled, whereas those 18 through 2!l years 
old were considered not enrolled. 

Comparability 

1940 Oensus,-The corresponding qurstion in tlle 1940 Census 
referred to the period from March 1 to the date of the enumera­
tion, which began on Apl'il 1. In order to insure more complete 
comparability among areafi in 1950, it was considered advisable 
to increase the reference period to that between February l and 
the time of enumerntion. 

. In 1950, for the first time in a. decennial census, kindergai·tcn 
enrollment was separately identified. In earlier censuses no 
specific instructions were given about kindergarten; and, therefore, 
enrollment figures for children 5 and 6 years old undoubtedly in­
cluded some children enrolled in kindergarten. 

As mentioned in the section on "Usual place of residence," 
college students were enumerated in 1950 at their college residence 
whereas in previous years they were generally enumerated at their 
parental h01he. 

. Data from school systems.-Data on school enrollment are also 
, collected ttncl publisheci by other governmental agencies. These 

data.are obt.ained from reports of school systems and institi.1tions 
of higher leaming and are only roughly comparable with the en­
rollment data collected by the Bureau of the Census by household 
interviews. For comparable grades, the census enrollment i 

figures tend to be lower largely because they refer to shorter time 
periods ttnd do not contain certnin duplications that are found in 
reports from the various school systems. 

YEAR OF SCHOOL IN WHICH ENROLLED AND 
YEARS_OF~SCHOOL COMPLETED 

Definitions 

. The data on year of school in which enrolled were derived from 
the answers to the first of the following two questions, and those 
on years of school complt>ted from the combination of answers to 

. both questions: (a) "l Cua! es el grado mas alto que esta persona 
, ha asistido en la escuela,?" (What is the highest grade of school 
that this person has attended?) and (b) "6Fue aprobado este 
grade?" (Did he finish this grade?) These items were reported 
for persons of all ages. 

The questions on educational attainment applied only to 
progress in "regular" schools, as defined in the section on ''School 
em·ollment." 

Highest grade of school attended.-The question called for the 
. highest grade attended, regnrdless of "skipped" or "repeated" 
grades, rather than the number of full school years which the 
person had spent in school. 

In aome areas in the United St.ates, the school system has, or 
used to have, 7. years of elementary school rather than the more 
conventional 8 years. For the sake of comparability, persons who 
had progressed beyond a 7-year elementary school system were 
treated as though they had progressed beyond the usual 8-year 
system. 

In the case of persons whose highest grade of attendance WM in 
a foreign school system, the enumerators were instructed to obtain 
the approximate equivalent grade in the American school system 
or, if that were too difficult to determine, the number of years the 
person had attended school. Persons whose highest level of 
attendance was in an ungraded school were treated in similar 
fashion. Junior high school grades were translated into tl1eir 
elementary or high school equivalents. Persons whose highm1t 
level of training was by tutor and whose training was regarded !Ill 
qualifying under the "regular" school definition were also given the 
approximate equivalent in the regular school system. 

Completion of higl1est grade.-The second question en cducll· 
tional attainment was to be answered "Yes" if the person had 
completed the full grade. If the person was still attending school 
in that grade, l1ad completed only a half grade, or had droppccl out 
of, or failed to pass, the last grade attended, the required answer 
was "No." In the case of persons who failed to report on comple· 
tion of the grade, those classifil'd as enrolled were assmned not to 
have finished and the others were assumed to have finished. 

Comparability 

In the present report, the year of school in which enrolled i11 
shown for enrolled persons 5 to 29 years old, and tho years of 
school completed are shown for all persons 5 years old and O\'Cr. 

For 1950,. statistics on educational attainment fer pcr11u11s 
enrolled in school are shown in terms of t;he school year in which 
they were enrolled, whereas in the 1940 report statistics were 
shown only for school attendance. The present procedure w1111 

adopted because it provides statistics in a form that should bo morn 
useful to those interested in school systems. Gencrnlly, fur 
persons enrolled in school, the grade in which they arc enrolled is 
one grade higher than the highest grade completed. Howcvt·r, 
because the question on enrollment referred to "nny time since 
February 1" whereas the completion question refcrrC'd to tho dnl-0 
of the enumeration, the highest grades of school completed for the 
enrolled population obtained by subtracting ono grade from the 
grade in which enrolled must be considered only approximately 
correct. 

Analysis of data from the census returns and from surveys 
conducted by the Bureau of the Census indicated tlmt respondcntu 
frequently reported the year or grade in which they were enrolltl<I, 
01· liad last been enrolled, instead of the one completed. Tho 1050 
questions were designed to reduce this kind of error. 

In the 1950 publications, each category of highest grade of 
school completed represents the combination of (a) persona who 
had gone only as far as the indicated grade which they had finished, 
and (b) persons who had attended the next higher grade but had 
not completed it. Data from a preliminary sample of tho 1950 
Census for pe1·sons of elementary and high school ages in con ti• 
nental United States show larger proportions in 1950 than in l!HO 
in both the modal grade and the next lower grade for a particulnr 
age, and smaller proportions in each of the first two grades above 
the mode. It seems reasonablt> to assume that, as a rl'snlt of the 
change in questionnarie design, there was relatively lesf! exnggera­
tion in educational attainment in 1950 than in 1940, even fur 
older persons. 

Median School Years 

Median educational attainment, either in terms of the mcdhrn 
year of school in which enrolled or median school yearR completed, 
is expressed in terms . of a· continuous series of numbers. l~or 
example, the SE'COnd year of high school is indicated by 10, und the 
third year of college by 15. For the sake of comparability, tlrn 
first year of high school is uniformly represented by 9, although, 
as previously noted, there are some areas with only 7 years of 
elementary school. 

The procedure used in 1950 for calculating the median years of 
school completed makes allowance for the fact that many persona 
reported aa having completed a given full school year have also 
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completed a part of the next higher grade. Specifically, it is 
assumed, for example, that persons who reported 6 full years of 
school completed had actually completed B.5 grades. Actually, 
at the time of enumeration, persons enrolled in school had probably 
complctod somewhat more than one-half grade beyond their last 
full year, on the average, whereas persons who had left school had 
probably completed less than one-half year beyond their last full 
year, on the average. A similar procedure was followed in tile 
computation of the median school year in which enrolled. 

LITERACY 

This classification in 1950, as in prior censuses, is based on tho 
replies to the question, "lSabe estn. persona leer y escribir?" (Does 
this person know how to read and write'?) Ability to read and 
write any language was acct•ptable, but tho enumerators were 
instructed not to report any person as able to read and write 
simply because he could write his own name. In Hl50 the question 
was asked of persons of all ages; however, data are shown only for 
the population 10 years old and over. 

ABILITY TO SPEAK ENGLISH 

The data on ability to speak English were derived from answers 
to the question, "lSabe esta persona hablar ingl6s?" (Does this 
person know how to speak English?) In 1950 the question was 
asked of all persons; however, di~ta are shown only for the popula­
tion 10 years old and over. 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Definitions 

Census week,-The 1950 data on employment status usually 
pertain to the calendar week preceding the enumerator's visit. 
This week, defined as the "census week," is not tho same for all 
respondents, because not all persons wore enumerated during the 
same week. Moreover, enumerators were instructed to refer back 
to the week of March 2(3 to April 1 if the "census week" fell in the 
week of April 2 to 8, which was Holy Week. The majority of the 
population was enumerated during the first half of April. The 
1040 data refer to a fixed week for all persons, March 24 to 30, 
regardless of the date of enumeration. 

Employed.-Employcd persons comp1;ise all civilians 14 years 
old and over who, during tho census week, wore either (a) "a~ 
work"-those who did any work for pay or profit, or worked. 
without pay for 15 hours or more ou a family farm or in a family 
business; or (b) "with a job but not at work"-those who did not 
work and were looking for work but had a job or businesR from 
which they were temporarily absent because of va.cation, illness, 
industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff with definite instructions 
to return to work within 30 days of layoff. Also included as 
"with a job" are persons who had new jobs to which they were 
scheduled to report witl1in 30 dnys. 

Unemployed.-Persons 14 years old and over are classified as 
unemployed if they were not at work during the census week but 
were eit.her looking for work or would havo been looking for work 
except that (a) they were temporarily ill, (b) they expected to 
return to a job from which they had been laid off fbr an indefinite 
period, or (c) they believed no work was available in their com­
munity or in their line of work. Since no specific questions 
identifying persons in these last three groups were included on the 
census schedule, it is likely that some persons in these groups were 
not returned by the census enumerators a.a unemployed. Unem­
ployed persons are separated into new workers and experienced 
workers, When information on the schedule wns insufficient for 
this distinction to be made, the unemployed person was classified 
as an experienced worker, since the great majority of persons 
seeking work have had previous woi;k experience. 

Labor foroe.-The labor force includes all persons elassified as 
employed or unemployed, as described above, and also members 
of the armed_ forces (persons on aetive duty with the United States 

Al·my, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). The 
"civilian labor force" comprises the employed and unemployed 
components of the labor force. · The "experienced labor force" 
consists of the armed forces, employed workers, and experienced 
unem1'>loyed workers. The "experienced civilian labor force" 
eomprises t;he two latter groups. 

Not in labor force.-Persons not in the labor force comprise all 
civilians 14 years of age and over who are not classified as employed 
or unemployed, including persons doing only incidental unpaid 
family work (less than 15 hours). Persons not in the labor force 
are further classified in this report into the following categories: 

1. Keeping hotiso.-Persons primarily occupied with their 
own home housework. 

2. Unable lo wor7c.-:-Persons who cannot work because of a 
long-term physical or mental illness or disability. There is evi­
dence1 however, that some persons were reported as "unable to 
work' who wero only tamporarily ill or who, although elderly, 
were not permanently disabled .. 

3. Inmates of institutions.-Persons, other than employees 
and their familios, living in institutions, such as homes for the 
~nentally or physically handicapped, places providing specialized 
medical care, homes for the aged, prisons, and jails. Employees 
of ins!;itutions and their families are classified into employment 
status categories on the same basis as are persons living outside 
of institutions. 

4. Othel' and not reported.-Persons in this general category 
include tho following two groups: 

a. Persons not in the labor force other than those keeping 
house, unablo to w01•k, or in institutions. This group in~ 
eludes students, tho retired, those too old to work, the volun~ 
tarily idle, and seasonal workers for whom the census week 
fell in an "off" season and who . were not reported as 
unemployed. 

b. Persons for whom information on employment status 
was not reported. !?or the total continental United States 
population 14 yea1·s old and over it is estimated that employ­
ment status was not reported for about 1 percent, and. that 
about 115 percent of this group might have been added to the 
labor force had N1e necessary information been obtained. 
Coniparable estimates are not available for Puerto Rico. · 

' 
Basia for Classification 

The employment status classification is based primarily on a 
sel'ies of in torrelated "sorter" questions designed to identify' in 
this sequence: (a) Persona who worked at all during the census 
week; (b) those who did not work but were looking for work; 
and (c) those who neither worked nor looked for work but had a 
job or business from whioh they were temporarily absent. The 
four questions used for this purpose are described below: 

1. "J ()116 estaba hacienda esta persona la Beinana pasadaf" 
(What was this. person doing last. weekf) ~his q~estion ':"as de~ 
signed to classify persons accorclmg to their maior activity and 
to identify the large number of.full-time worlrn1:s. .~e;i-sons unable 
to work at all because of physwal or mental disabilities were also 
identified at this point. 

2. "&Adeinas diirante ha semana paBada, hizo aloun trabajo 
pol' puga o gana.ncia'f" (In addition did he do any work for pay or 
p1·ojit last weckf) This qu~fftion was asked of al} persons except 
those reported in the. prev10u~ que~tlon as working. or as un!!-ble 
to work. It was designed to 1clent1fy persons workmg part t1me 
or intermit.tently in addition to their major acUvity, 

3 "' Biisc6 trabajo la semana pasada'f" (Did he look for work 
last w

0

eek?) Asked of persons replying in the previous question 
that they did not work at all, this question served to obtain a 
count of the unemployed. 

4. '' 6 Tenia un einpleo o n6gocio ~n el cy,wl n? · trabajo. la seinana 
pasada?" (Did he have a job ?r biisiness in whic~ J:e did not J»Ork 
last wee/c'f) Persons temporarily absent ~ram th":ir JOb or busmess 
were identified by means of this quest10n, which was asked of 
persons neither working nor looking for work. 

Problems in Classification 

Classification of the population by employment status is always 
subject to error. Some of the concepts are difficult to apply in 
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practice; but, more important for certain groups, the complete 
information needed is not always obtained. For example, house­
wives, students, and semiretired persons, who are in the labor 
force on only a. part-time or intermittent basis, may fail to report 
that they n.re employed or looking for work unless carefully 
questioned. In many cases, the enumerators may have assumed 
that such pe1'sons could not be in the labor force and omitted the 
necessary questions. As a result, they probably understate9. 
the size of tho labor force and overstated the number of persons 
not in the lahor force. 

Comparability 

Statistics on gainful workers.-The data on the labor force for 
1940 and 1\l50 are not exactly comparable with the statistics for 
gainful workers presented in this report for 1920 and 1930 because 
of differencef! in definition. "Gainful workers" were persons 
reported as having a gainful occupation, that is, an occupation 
in which they earned money or a money equivalent, or in which 
they assisted in the production of marketable goods, regardless 
of whether they were working or seeking work at the time of the 
census. A person was not considered to have a gainful occupa­
tion if his work activity was of limited extent. The labor force 
is defined on the basis of activity during tho census week only 
and includes all persons who were employed, unemployed, or in 
the armed forces in that week. Certain classes of persons, such 
as retired workers, some inmates of institutions, and recently 
incapacitated workers, neither working nor seeking work at the 
time of the census, were frequently included among the gainful 
workers; bnt, in general, such persons are not included in the 
lnbor force. On the other hand, the census included in the labor 
force for 1940 and 1950 persons seeking work without previous 
work oxpericmce, that is, new workers. Such new workers as 
there were at the time of the 1920 and 1930 Censuses were probably 
for the most part not reported as gainful workers. 

1940 Census.-Tho 1940 data for employed persons in this 
report vary in some cases from the :figures originally published for 
tho lsh\nd. The appropriate 1940 figures for the employed shown 
in this l.'eport have been adjusted to exclude the estimated number 
of men in the armed forces living in the Island at that time. 
'!'his wo.a done to achieve compambility with the 1950 employed 
total which is limited to civilians. 

Statistics for persons on public emergency work in 1940 were 
originally published separately, but in this report they have been 
combined with those for persons seeking work in the figures on 
unemployed for 1940. 

Other data.-Becauae the 1950 Census employment data were 
obtained by household interview, they differ from statistics based 
on reports from individual business establishments, farm enter­
prises, and certain governmental units. The data based on house­
hold interviews provide information about the work status of the 
whole population, without duplication. Persons employed at 
more than one job are counted only once as employed and are 
classified according to the job at which they worked the greatest 
number of hours during the census week. Estimates based on 
reports from business and farm establishments, on the other hand, 
count more than once persons who work for more than one estab­
lishment, Moreover, other estimates, unlike those presented 
here, generally exclude private household workers, unpaid family 
workers, and self-employed persons, and may include workers less 
than 14 years of age. An additional difference arises from the 
fact that persons with a job but not at work are included with the 
employed in tho statistics shown here, whereas only part of this 
group is likely to be included in employment figures based on 
establishment payroll reports. Furthermore, the household re­
ports include persons on tho basis of their place of residence regard­
less of where they work, whereas establishment reports relate 
persons to their place of work regardless of where they live. Com­
parisons between the two types of data should be made with 
caution for areas where a significant number of workers commiJte 
to or from other areas. 

For a number of reasons, the unemployment figures of the 
Bureau of the Census are not directly comparable with the pub­
lished figmes for unemployment compensation claims or claims 
for veterans' readjustment allowances. Certain persons such 11s 
private household and government workers are generally not 
eligible for unemployment compensation. Further, the place 
where claims are filed may not necessarily be the same as the place 
of residence of the unemployed worker. In addition, the qualifi~ 
cations for drawing unemployment compensation differ from the 
definition of unemployment used by the Bureau of the Census. 
For example, persons working only a few hours during the week and 
persons classified as "with a job but not at work" are sometimes 
eligible for unemployment compensation but are included by tho 
Bureau among the employed. 

HOURS WORKED DURING CENSUS WEEK 

The data on hours worked were derived from answers to the 
question, "lCilantas horas trabaj6 la aemana pasada?" (How 
many hours did he work last week?) asked of persons wlio reported 
they had worked during the week prior to their enumeration. 
The statistics refer to the number of hours actually worked during 
the census week and not necessarily to the number usually worke<i 
or the scheduled number of hours. For persons working at more 
than one job, the figures relate to the combined number of hours 
worked at au jobs during the week. Tho data on hours worked 
presented in this report provide a broad classifioation of youug 
employed persons into full-time and part-time workers. The 
proportion of persons who worked only a small number of hotttll 
is probably understated because such persons were omitted from 
the labor force count more frequently than were full-time workcl'B. 

WEEKS WORKED IN 1949 

Definitions 

The statistics on weeks worked are based on replies to tho 
question, "lCilantas semanas trabaj6 en 1949?" (How mllllY 
weeks did he work in 1949?) The data pertain to tho number of 
equivalent full-time weeks during 1949 in which a person did n.ny 
work for pay or profit (including paid vacations and sick leave) or 
worked without pay on a family farm or in a family busin088. 
Weeks of active service in the armed forces are also included. 
It is probable tllat the number of persons who worked in 1049 is 
understated, because there is some tendency for respondents to 
forget intermittent or short periods of employment. 

Comparability 

In 1950, as well as in 1940, the enumerator was instructed to 
convert part-time work to equivaicnt full-time weeks. A full­
time week was defined as the number of hours locally regarded l\& 

full time for the given occupation and industry. In tho Hl40 
report, data were shown for wage and salary workers only nnd 
were published in terms of months rather than weeks. 

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER 

In the 1950 Census of Population, information on oeoupatiori, 
industry, and class of worker was collected for persons in the Oll:f)O­

rieneed civilian labor force. All three items related to one spucifie 
job held by the person. For an employed person, the informntion 
refe1:red to the job he held during the census week. If he was 
employed at two or more jobs, tho job at which he worked tho 
greatest number of hours during the census week was reporloo. 
For an experienced unemployed person, the information referred 
to the last job he had held. 

The classification systems used for the occupation and indust,ry 
data. for Puerto Rico in the 1950 Census of Population are virl.Al· 
ally the same as those used for continental United States and nro 
described below. The few changes resulted from the need to &et 
up as separate categories those occupations and industries which 
include significant numbers of workers in. Puerto Rico, but which, 
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in continental United States, are of small numerical importance. 
The continental United States systems were developed in consul­
tation with many individuals, private organizations, and govern­
ment agencies, and, in particular, tho Joint Committee on Occu­
pational Classification (sponsored by the Amer!cnn Stntistical 
Associ!ition and the United States Bureau of tho Budget). Infor­
mation on these clnssification systems is given in the publication, 
United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Ccmsus of Population, 
Classified lndc.'G of Occupa,tions and Industries, Washington, D. C., 
1950. Information on the adap·l;ation of these classification 
systems for Puerto Rico can be obtained by writing to tho Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C. 

Occupation 

Tho occupation information presented hore was derived from 
answers to the question, "l Ci1al fuc su ocupaci6n?" (What was 
his occupation?) 

Classification system.-Tho occupatfonal classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population of Puerto Rico 
consists of 495 items, 272 of which arc specific occupation cate­
gories; the remainder arc subgroupings (mainly on the basis of 
industry) of 13 of tho occupation categories. For purposes of this 
volume, certain of tho occupation categories wore combined, and 
the detailed occupation list presented hero consists of '154 items 
·(table 65). Tho composition of each of the detailed categories is 
shown in the publication, United States Bmeau of tho Census, 
1950 Census of Population, Classi'jied Index of Ocwpations and 
Industries, Washington, D. C., 1950, 

In the presontation of occupation datn for cities of 50,000 to 
100,000 in Chapter C, as well as in the cross-classification of 
occupation by age, class of worker, and income, intermediate 
occupational classifications of 129 items for males and 59 items for 
females have been used (tables 67 and 68). Those intom1odinto 
classifications roproseut selections and combinations cf tho items 
in the detailed,system. A listing of tho rolatlonships between the 

two levels of classification can be obtained by writing to the 
Director, Bureau of tho Census, Washington 25, D. C. 

In tho separation of "Mm1agors, officials, and proprietors 
(n.o.c.)" by class of worker into salaried and self-employed 
components, the small number of unpaid family workers in this 
occupation group is included in the self-employed component. 

Relation to DOT classification.-The Population Census 
occupational clas1:1ification is gonorally comparable with the 
system used in tho Dictionai·y of Occupational Titles (DOT).! 
The ·two systems, however, are designed to meet different needs 
and to be used under different circumstances. The DOT system 
is much more detailed than the Bureau of the Census system, and 
it also calls for many typos of distinctions which cannot be mot by 
census information. 

Industry 

The indus·i;ry information presented here was derived from an­
swers to the question, "lEn que negocio o industria trabaj6?" 
(In what business or industry did ho work?) 

Classification system.-Thc industrial classification system 
developed for the 1950 Census of Population of Puerto Rioo con­
sists of 150 categories. For puposcs of this volume a few cate­
gories were combined, and U1e detailed industry list presented 
here consists of 15~l categories (table 69). 

In tho cross-classification proscmtocl in Chapter C of industry 
by age, color, class of workor, major occupation group, weeks 
worked, and inoomo, an intermediate in.dustrial classification of 
68 categories has been used (tables 60, 71-74). This intermediafo 
classifical;ion represents selections and combinations of the cate­
gorios in tho dctailod system. A listing of tlw relationships between 
the two levels of classification can bo obtained by writing to the 
Direotor, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C. 

I Seo U. S. Dopurtmont of J,ubor, llllt-011\l o! Employment Soo\lrlty, Dictionary ~f 
Occ1tpallonal '.l'lllcs, Booornl E<lltlon, Vols. I 11ml If, Wnshlngton, D. O., 101~. 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION OF PUERTO RICO 
[Figures In parentheses in third column are code c1esignations In the Standard Industrial Classification; see text for explanation] 

Condensed clusslficatlon-31 items Intermediate clusslf\catlon-76 !te~s Detailed olassificatlon-lOl Items 

Sngo.r farms ____________________________________ Sugar farms_···-----------·--·---·-·-------------- Sugar farms (01111), 

Tobacco fnrms ••••••••••• "···············-·-··- Tobacco fa.rms •••••••• ~----····--·-----------c··-- Tobacco farms (01111), 

Ootreo farms •••• ······-·-··-·-·····------------ Oo:ffce farms______________________________________ Coffee farms (0112 •), 

Other ngrlcnlture {All ot110r farms---·--------······----------·-···--- All other farms (011 2), 
~ ------------------------------ Agrloultum services. ______________________________ Agrlculturn services (07 oxc. 0713). 

l!'orostry and fisheries •••••.•••••.•••••••••••••• 

Mining •.••••• ____ ··-····-···-··- •••••••• -·-···· 

Oonstructlon. _ •••••••.• -----·-· ---·-··-·· ••••• 

Durable goods ................................ . 

sugar processing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

F t d !I h .1 1Forcstry (OS). ores ry an s ei OS--------------,-----···-····· Fisheries (DO). 
Metal mining (10). 

Ml I Coal mining (11, 12). 
n ng............................................ Orude petroleum and natural gns extraction (13), 

NonmotalJlo mining and quarrying, except fuel (14). 

Construction. __ ---------·-·-·······-···········-·- Construction (lli-17). 

Logging, sawmllls, plnnlng mllls, nnd mill work .•• rng~~;~Hs:2~f&ntng mllls, and mlll work (242, 2•13). 
Furniture, fixtures, o.nd miscellaneous wood prod- {Miscellaneous wood products (244, 240), 

nets. . l!'urnlturo and fixtures (25). 

!
Glass llnd glass products (321-328). 
Oemont, llnd concrete, gypsum, and plaster products (32•1, 327). 

Stone, clay, nnd glass products.................... Structural clay products (325). 
. Pottery and related products (320). 

Miscellaneous nonrnetalllo mlneml and stone j:Jroducts (328, 820). 
Blast fumaces, steel works, and rolling mllls (331). 
Other prlm11ry Iron and steel industries (332, 330 8), 
Primary nonferrous Industries (333-3301 33028, 3300 1), 
Fabricate steel products (10 exc. 104, 34Hl43, 344 exo. 3444, 846 1, 348 11 3401·34.~. 

1 in l!'abrlcatccl nonferrous metal products (3144, 34031, 347, 3480', 340!l, ~·107, 34llll) • .Meta Elnd maoh cry industries. __________________ Not specified metal.I 

Ai>:rloultural machinery and tractors {352). 
0 ffico and st:orc machines and devices (357). 
Mlsccll!moons muchlnory (351, 353-350, 358, 350). 

. Electrical machinery, equipment, and supplles (36). 

1

Motor volllcles and motor vehicle equipment (371), 
Aircraft and parts (372). 
Ship and boat building and repairing (373). 

All other durabl" goocls Rnllrond and miscellaneous trnnsportatlon equipment (374, 375, 370). 
y -·-··-·····-----·-·······-- Prolesslonnl equipment and supplies (104, 381-385). 

Photographic equipment and supplies (380). 
Watches, clocks, and clockwork-operated devices (387). 
Miscellaneous manufnoturing industries (39). 

Sugar processing ••••••••••••••••••••• _____________ Sugar processing (200). 

~b~~~1.g and preserving frnlts, vegetables, and sea Canning l\nd preserving irnlts, vegetables, and sea foods (203). 

Other food !Incl kindred products akm·y products ••.••.••••••••..•••••..•••.•••••.. Bakery products {205). ~
eat products .•••••••••. -------------------------- Meat prnducts (201). 
airy products·----·--------·-····--·----------·-· Dairy products (202). 

·············- onfectloncry and rnlutcd products •••• --------___ Confectionery o.nd related products (207). 
lstllled, rectified, and blended l!quor ____________ Distilled, rectified, and blended liquor {2085), 
overage industl'ies, except llquor................. Beverage Industries, except liquor (208 cxc. 2085). 

{
Grain-mm proclucLs (0713, 201), 

ther food Industries ______________________________ Mlscollaneous food preparations and kindred products (200). 
Not specl!lcd food indnstries.1 

I
.Mon's and boys' appareL •••••••••••••••••••.••••• Men's and boys' apparel (231, 232). 
Women's, misses', and children's apparel. _________ Women's, misses', a.nd children's apparel (233-237) . 

.A.pparel and other fabricated textllo products.. Gloves----·-···----------------····--···-·-·····-- Gloves (2255, 2.181, 2382), 
Rnndkorohlefs. __ • -----····-··--··-·----·--······· Ha.mlkerchlels (2888). 
Miscellaneous fnbrlcated textile products •••••••••• Miscellaneous fabricated textile products (2383-2387, 2389, 239). 
Not specified appnreL •• ------·-··-··············· Not speol!led apparel.• 

'l'obacco, except clga.rs............................. Tobacco, except cigars (21 exc. 212). 
Cigars ___________ -··------·-····---·---···--·-··... Cigars (212). 

\

Yam, Lhroad, and fabric mllls (221-224). 
Knitting mills (225 exc. 2255). 

Textile mill products---·······-····--·------···--· Dyeing and finishing textiles, except knit goods (226), 
Oarpots, rugs, and other floor coverings (227). 
Miscellaneous textile mill products (228, 220). 

Pl'lnt!ng, publishing, and allied industries......... Printing, publ!shing, and allled Industries (27). 
Other nondnrablo goods....................... {Synthctle fibers (2825). 

Oh I al d 111 d d t Drugs nnd mcdlcinos (283). 
em c s an a e pro uc S--------··········--- Paints, varnishes, and related products (285). 

Miscellaneous chemicals and allle.d products (281, 282 exo. 2826, 284, 286-280). 
Leather and leather products except footwear {Leather: tanned, curried, and finished (311). 

' ----- Leather products, except footwear {312, 315-317, 310). 

!
Pulp, paper, and paperboard mills (261). 
Paperbonrd containers and boxes (267) . 
.Miscellaneous paper and pulp produots (264-266, 269). 

Other nondurable goods----·············-·--·--·-- Petroleum refinlnp; (291). 
Miscellaneous petroleum and coal products (29 axe. 201). 
Rubber products (30). 
Footwear, except rubber (313, 314), 

Not spcclllcd manufacturing Industries........ Not specified mnnufaotUl'lng industries............ Not specified manufacturing Industries.' 

Railroads and railway express service............. Railroads and railway express service (40). 
Street rnllways and hns lines .••••.•••••••.•••••••• Street rallways and bus lines (41, 43 n exc. 433), 
T 11 · I d h In {'l'rucklng service (421, 428). rucc ng snrv ce an ware ous g •••••••••••••••• Wnrehouslng and storage (422-426, 420), 
Water transportation .••• -------·-·---------·····-- Water tmnsportatlon (44). 
Air transportation ••••• ---···---·-····--···-·-····- Air transportation (45). 
Publlo service .....••• ----···-·-········-·····-···· Public service (4309 6), 

{

Taxicab service (433), 
All other tmnsportatlon .•••••••••••••••••••••••••• Petroleum and gasoline pipe lines (46). 

Services incidental to transportation (47). 

Transportation •• __ ._ •••• _ •••••••••• ---•••••••• 

Telecommunications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tel · ti {Telephone (wire and radio) (481). 
ecommuruca ons •••••••••••••••• -············· Telegraph (wire and radio) (48 exo. 481). 

For footnotes, see end of table. 

1 
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List A.-RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CONDENSED, INTERMEDIATE, AND DETAILED INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEMS USED IN THE 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION OF PUERTO RICO-Con. 

Condensed classlficntlon-311toms Intormodinto clnssi!lcatlon-76 Items Detailed classiflcntlon-161 ltems 

Utultles •nd sanitary s•rvlc•• Oas and steam supply systems (492, 496), j
Eicctrlc light nnd power 7 (491), 

{

Electric and gas ntllltlos___________________________ Eloctrio-gas utilities 1 ('103). 

• " ~--·---·-·--··-··-· Wntor supply (494). 
Water supply, sanitary services, lllld other nttlltlos. Sanitary s~rvfocs (405), 

Other nnd not specified utllltios a (497). 

/Motor vol1lc1os and equipment (601, 6111). 
Dmgs, chemicals, rmrl allied products (fi02, 5112). 
Dry goods and llppar~l (503, 5113, 5132), 
Food rmrl related proclur.ts (504 505, 5114, 5133, 5134, 514). 

Wh I 1 t a moctrlonl goods, lmrdwnro, llnd plumbing oqulpmont (506, 507, 5116), o osa 0 m e ••.•• --------------------------- Wholcsnlo tmdo ___________________________________ Mnnhinery, l\qu!pmont, and suppl!os (508, 5118, 5136). 
Potroloum products (512). 
Fnrm prodnots-rn w m ntorllllS (5000, 5135), 
Miscollllncous wholesale trade (6001-li095, 5097-5099 , 51l5, 5117, 5119, 5137-51398). 
Not speclfiod wholosnlo trade.a 

Food & dairy products stores, & milk rotalllng__ Food nncl dulry products stores nnd milk rotlliling {Food stores, oxcopt dairy products (54 oxo. 545). 
• • Dnlry products stores nnd milk retuillng (545). 

Eating and drinking plncos •• -------·-------··- Eating nu<! drinking places •••••••••••••••••••••••• Eating and drlnkiug nlnccs (fi8). 

Other rotnil trnclo ••..•••••••••..•••••• ---·--··-

Ooneml morclmudlso and five cmd ten cont stores !Gonoral mcrclumdlso stores (63 exo. 533), -- irlvo and ton cont stores (533). 
Apparel rm<! uccessorlos stores ApprLrel rmd accessories stores, except shoe stores (56 exo, 666), 

--·----------------·- Silo~ stores (5Gll). 
. 1 . . Furniture and honsofurnish!ngs stores (571). 

Fnrnltmo, iomo furnishings, and oquJpmont stores Housoholtl nppllnnce llncl radio storos (572). 
Motor vehicles nncl accessories rotnlltng .. _. ________ Motor volllolas nncl ncccssorlos retailing (55 exc. 554). 
Gnsollno sorvico stations •• -----------·--··--··-·-- Gnsol!no &1rvlco stritlons (5M). 
Drug stores----···-··---·---··-·---·-·--~---·----- Drug stores (501). 
Hnr<lw11ro, fnrm !mplomont, and building mutorl11l Hardware o.nd fnrm lmplemout stotos (526). 

rotnlllng. J,umbor l\tld building mutorinl rotni!ing (52 oxo. 525). 
I,lquor storos (50i). 
Rotall florists (5002), 

AU other rotnll trmlo •••••• ----------------·-·---·- Jowolry stores (507). 
Fuel nml loo retn!llng (508). 
Mfscellnncous rot11ll stores (503-liOO, 500 oxo. 5092). 
Not spcclfiod rotnil trade.a 

'i'I In d . 1 . · im ng anc 0 icr nanc0 --------------·---·----- Security nttd commodity brokorago, uncl Investment companies (62 67), 
,. nnnco, sumnco, nn ion ostnto............. rnsumnco (03, 01). ' 

{

D kl 1 ti fi !Dnnking and credit ngonolos (00, 61), 

Insumnco t\nd real estato .• ----····-------·-··--··· Roal ostnto a (05). 
Roal estnto-lnsurnnco·lnw officos' (66), 

{
Advertising (731). ' 

Dus!noss and ronalr s01vlcos.................... Mlscollnneous busln~ss services (732-736, 730). 
. {Business sorvlcos__________________________________ Account lug, nuclltlng, and bookkeeping services. (737). 

Automobile repl\lt' sorvlros mul gnmgos____________ Automobile roplllr services and garages (75). 
Miscelll\noous repair services. __ -·----------··-··-- Miscollnuoous rcpnlr services (76), 

Prlvnto households. - --------------·········-·· Private honsoholds ••••••••••• ___________________ •• Private households (88). 

Personal services oxcopt prlvatellousoholds Lnundorlng, cioanlng, nm! dyeing services _________ Laundering, olonnfng, and dyeing services (721, 7221 727 to), 
{

Hotels and lodging plncos .• --···--···-------·-···· Hotels and lodging plncos (70). . 

' ·--- {Drossmflklng shops (727110 ), 
All otho1· pcrson£1l so1·vlccs......................... Shoe re1mlr shops (725). 

Mlscollunoous personal services (723, 724, 726, 720). 

l
RC\dlo broC\clcnstlng and tolovlslon (77). 

· 'l'hentors nnd motion pictures (78, 702). 
Entertainment nnd roorontlon services (lnclud- Entcrtntnmont rmd rocrontlon sonicos (Including Dowling nlloya1 nncl billiard and pool parlors (703), 

tng lottory). lottory), Lottery (700011;, · 
Mlscollnnoous ontortlllnmont nn<l rooroatlon services (791, 704-708, 70011), 

MediCBI and other health services Modi~! •ncl otlior lio•ltli services JM eel ten! and other health services, except hospitals (BO exo. 806). 
-------·--··-- - ~ ~ ------------·--·-- lIIospltllls (806). 

Educational sorvlcos, govornmont_____________ Educntlounl sm•vlces, govommont •••••• __________ lllducr1tlonr1l sorvlcos, govornmont} 
. . ~~ 

Educational services, private ••••••••••••••••••• Educr1t1om1l sorvlcos, prlv11to •••••••••••••••••••••• Educational services, private 

lw 
Jr · JI I d b 11 . i ti IWolfare and 1·01!glons services (866, 867). o aro, 10 g ous, 1:1u mom ors 1 P 01gan za ona .• Nonpl'ofit membership ornnnlzntlons (861-865, 800), 

Other p1·orosslonnl nnd relntod sorvloos.-------- Legal sorvicos (81). · 
J,ognl, onglnoorlug, o.ncl miscollanoous profosslonnl Engineering 1111<1 nrobitootuml services (801). 

services. Mlscollo.noous pl'ofoss!onal nnd rolnte<l services (Sil exc. Sill), 

P i 
{

Postal service .••••...•••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••• Postnl sorvloo } 
nhl ondmtnlstmtlon .••••••••••••••••••••••••• Fodernl public admlnlstrntion ••••••• _ ••••••••••••• Fodornl public admlnlstrntlou (OOll) 

1 l cl I "' bli d I 1 t I {Insular rmblio udministmtion ' nsu ar on oo.,. pu o a m n s rat en ___________ \Loon! public administration 

Industry not reported •••••••••••.•• ____________ Industry not roportod............................. Industry not reported (90), 

NaTE.-Soo Exocutivo Ofllco or the Prosldmit, Durenn of tho Dudgot, Standard Industrial Classification Manual, Vol. I, Manufacturlno Industries, Part 1 (November 1945 edi· 
tlon); and Vol. II, Nonmanufacturlnu I11<lltslries (May 1049 edition), Washington, D. O. 

1 Sugar nnd tobacco farms nro shown sopnmtely from rest of SIO cutcgory 0111, which is lnclu<lod In "All other farms." 
s Oofloo farms nro shown sepnmtoly from rest of SIC clltogory 0112, which is Included in "A11 other lm·ms." • 
8 Components of BIO cntogorlos 3302 and 3300111'0 l\llocatocl botwcon "Otllor prlmnry iron nnd stool industries" and "Prlmnrynonlorrous Industries" on a ferrous-nonferrous basis, 
'Components of BIO categories 3463 and 3489 nro !\llocatod bctwoon "]'11bricntod steel prndncts" nncl "]'nbriclltod nonformus metal products" on o. rm:rous-nonfo!rous basis. 
8 In tho Population Census system, "not spoo!llocl" catogorios were sot up within cort11in grnups to tako cnro of sol1oclulo returns which were not sutllmontJy nrec1se for nllocntlon 

to 11 specific category within tho groun. 
8 Public service l.s shown sorn1ratolv from rest of SIO mtcgory 4300, which ls Jncludod In "Stroot rallw11ys nnd bus lines." 
1 "Electric light nnd power'' and •fEJoctrio·ga·s utilities" fire combined Into a slnglo category In tho Volume II tables on clot11ilcd Industry. 
1 Components of SIC ontegorios 5000 and 5130 !\l'e !\llocntocl by typo of morclmncliso to tho 11ppropri11to Population Census wholesale trade category, wherovor possible. 
9 "Roal estate" cm<! "Roni ostnte-lnsumnoc-law offices" nro comblnocl into 11 single cntogory in tho Volume II tnbles on dotnllcd industry. 
10 Dressmaking shops nro shown sopar11toly from tho rest of SIC category 7271, which Is lncludocl in "Laundering, olo!lning, and dyeing services." 
11 Lottery Is shown sopnrately from rest of BIO category 7000, whlch ls Included in "Miscollnnoous ontertninmont nnd rocroation sorvlces." 
11 Seo text for oxpll\llntlon of basic difioronce botwoon SlO and Population Oensus tn cJassi!lootlon or govemmont workers. 
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'Relation to Standard Industrial Classiftca.tion.-The Population 
Census industrial classification is generally comparable with the 
Standard Industrial Classification.2 There are, however, certain 
basic differences between the two systems resulting from the fact 
that they are designed for. the classification of reports from house­
hold and establishment enumerations, respectively. A listing of 
the relationships between the Population Census and Standard 
Industrial Classification categories can be obtained by writing to 
the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. 0. 

Relation to certain oocupa.tion groups.-In the Population 
Census classification systems, the industry category "Agriculture" 
is somewhat more inclusive than the total of the two major occu­
pation groups, "Farmers a.ucl farm managers" and "Farm laborers 
and foremen." 1'he industry category includes, in addition to all 
persons in these two major occupation groups, (a) persons em­
ployed on farms in occupations such as truck driver, mechanic, and 
bookkeeper, and (b) persons engaged in agricultural activities 
other than strictly farm operation, such as crop spraying and land­
scape gardening. Similarly, the industry category "Private 
households" is somewhat more inclusive than the major occupa­
tion group "Private household workers." In addition to the 
housekeepers, Imm dresses,. and miscellaneous typos of domestic 
workers covered by tho major occupation group, the industry 
category includes persons in occupations such as clmuffeur, 
gnrdcncr, and secretary, if they are employed by private 
households. 

Definition of "Public administration. "-The major group 
"Public administrntion" includes only those activities which are 
uniquely govommontal functions, such as legislative and judicial 
activities and most of the activities in the executive agencies. 
Government ngencies engaged in educational and medical services 
and in activities commonly carried on also by private enterprises, 
such as transportation and manufacturing, ure classified in the 
appropriate industrial category. For example, persons employed 
by a hospital are cfossified in the "Hospitals" category, regardless 
of whether they are paid from private or public funds. The total 
number of government workers is presented here in the data on 
class of worker. Of particular significance in this connection is 
the cross-classi:ficati()n of industry by class of worker (table 71). 

Class of Worker 

The class-of-worker information, as noted above, refers to the 
same job as does tho occupation and industry information. The 
allocation of a person to a particular class-of-worker category is 
basically independent, however, of the occupation or industry in 
which he worked. The classification by class of worker consists 
of four categories which are defined as follows: 

1. Private wage and salary workers.-Persons who worked for a 
private employer for wages, salary, commission, tips, pay-in-kind, 
or at piece rates. · 

2. Government woi·kers.-Porsons who worked for any govern­
mental unit (Federal, Insular, or local) regardless of the activity 
which the particular agency carried on. 

3. Self-employed wol'lcers.-Porsons who worked for profit or 
fees in their own business, profession, or trade, or who operated a 
farm either as an owner or tenant. Included here are the owner­
operators of large stores and manufacturing establishments as well 
as small merchants, independent craftsmen and professional men, 
farmers, peddlers, and other persons who conducted· enterprises 
of their own. Persons paid to manage businesses or farms owned 
by other persons or by corporations, on the other hand, are 
classified as private wage and salary workers (or, in some few 
cases, as government workers). 

4. Unpaid family workers.-Pei·sons who worked without pay 
on a farm or in a business operated by a member of the household 
to whom they are related by blood or marriage. 

The relatively small number of employed persons for whom 
class of worker was not reported has been included among private 

i See Executive Office or tho l>rcsidont, Bureau or the Budget, Standard Industrial 
Olassijication Manual, Vol. I, Manufacturino Industries, Part 1(Novembe.r1945editlon); 
and Vol II, Nonmanufacturlnu Industries (May 1940 edition). 

wage and salary workers unless there was evidence on the census 
schedule that they should have been classified in one of the other 
class-of-worker categories. 

Quality of Data 

The omission from the labor force of some workers (mainly 
youths, women, and part-time workers), as explained in the 
section on "Employment status," has probably resulted in an 
understatement in many of the occupation, industry, and clasa-or­
worker figures. From the available information, it is possible 
to provide only a rough indication of tho items most affected. 
Among such items are probably the farm managerial and opera­
tives major occupation groups, particularly the occupation 
category "Dressmakers and seamstresses, except factory"; the 
agriculture, apparel manufacturing, and trade industries; and the 
self-employed and unpaid family workers. 

In the interpretation of all the occupation and industry data 
shown in this report, it should be recognized that tho enumerators 
sometimes rotumed occupation and industry designations which 
were not sufficiently specific for precise allocation; in many such cases, 
however, satisfactory assignment was made through the use uf 
supplementary information. The basic document used in the 
allocation of the schedule returns of occupation and industry to 
the appropriate categories of the classification systems is th~ 
publication, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Puerto Rico, 1950 Ccnsu.s 
of Population, Alphabetical Index of Ocwpations and Industries, 
Washington, D. 0., 1950. 

It can be expected that the applicaUon of detailed occupationRl 
and industrial classifications will be subject to some error. Al­
though the number of misclassifications probably does not ha\'e 
any serious effect on the usefulness of most of tho data, thorc arc 
a few cases where relatively small numbers of erroneous returns 
may produce what might bo regarded as a serious misstatement. 
of the facts, These cases relate mainly to the numbers of women 
and children shown in occupations which are unusual for such 
persons, and to the government workers shown in industries thnt. 
are ordinarily not carried on by government agencies. Some of 
the more obvious misclassifications have been adjusted, but it 
was not possible to perform a complete review of tho data i'or 
small discrepancies, 

Comparability 

Earlier census data.-Comparability between 1950 and earlier 
census data is affected by the undercount of the labor forco in 
1950. This is particularly true with regard to 1940-1950 com­
parisons, Comparability between 1950 and pre-1940 data is n.ls<J 
afl'ected by the differences in the "gainful worker" and "lnlJor 
force" concepts, as explained in the section on "Employment. 
status." Caution should be exercised, therefore, in the inter11re-­
tation of comparative data. The 19'!0 data on major occupation 
group, industry group, and class of worker have been adjusted 
(a) to eliminate members of the armed forces, and (b) to tnko 
account of differences between the 1940 and 1950 classification 
systems. 

Other data.-Comparability between the statistics presented in 
this volume and statistics from other sources is frequently affoct.o<l 
by the use of different classification systems, as well as by many of 
the factors described in the paragraph on comparability with other 
employment data in the section on "Employment status." 

INCOME 

Definitions 

Components of income.-Income, as defined in the 1950 Census, 
is the sum of money received from wages or salaries, net incomo 
(or loss) from self-employment, and income other than earnings. 
The figures in this report represent the amount of income received 
before deductions for personal income taxes, social security, bond 
purchases, union dues, etc. 

l 
.1 
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Receipts from the following sources were not included as income: 
money received from the sale of property, unless the recipient 
was engaged in the business of selling such property; the value of 
income "in kind," such as food produced and consumed in the 
home or free living quarters; withdrawals of bank deposits; 
money borrowed; tax refunds; gifts and lump-sum inheritances or 
insurance payments. 

Information was requested of all persons on the following 
income categories: (a) The amount of money wages or salary 
received in 1949; (b) the amount of net money income received 
from self-employment in 1949; and (c) the amount of other money 
income received in 1949. Specific definitions of these three 
categories are as follows: 

Wages oi- salary.-This is defined as the total money earnings 
received for work performed as an employee. It includes wages, 
salary, armed forces pay, commissions, tips, piece-rate payments, 
and cash bonuses earned. 

Self-employment inco111e.-This is defined as net money income 
(gross receipts minmi opnratiug expenses) from a business, farm, 
or professional enterprise in which the person was engaged on his 
own account or as au unincorporated employer. Gross receipts 
include the value of all good1:1 :;old and services rendered. Expenses 
include the cost of goods purchased, rent, light, power, depreciation 
charges, wages and salaries paid, lllrniness taxes, etc. 

Income other than earnings.-'l'his includes money income 
received from sources other than wages or salary and self-employ~ 
ment, such as net income (or loss) from rents or receipts from 
roomers or boarders; royalties; interest, dividends, and periodic 
income from estates and trust funds; pensions; veterans' payments, 

armed forces allotments for dependents, and other governmental 
payments or assistance; and other income such as contributions 
for support from persons who are not members of the household 
alimony, and periodic receipts from insurance policies or annuities'. 

In Chapter C, data are presented for all persons 14 years of age 
and over, tabulated by the amount of their income. 

Quality of the Income Data 

The figures in this census, as in all field surveys of income, are 
subject to errors of response and nonreporting. In most cases 
the schedule entries for income are based not on records but on 
memory, usually that of the housewife. The memory factor in 
data derived from field surveys of income probably produces 
underestimates, because the tendency is to forget minor or ir­
regular sources of income. Other errors of reporting arc due to 
misunderstanding of the income questions 01· misrepresentation. 

Comparability 

Income taic data.-For seveml reasons, the income data shown 
in Chapter C are not directly comparable with statistical sum­
maries of income tax returns. Income as defined for tax purposes 
differs somewhat from the Bureau of the Census concept. More­
over, the coverage of tax statistics is less inclusive because of the 
exemptions of persons with small incomes. Furthermore, some 
of the income tax returns are filed as separate returns and others 
as joint returns; and, consequently, the income reporting unit is 
not consistently either a family or a person, 
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