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PREFACE

This report presents statlistics on characteristics of familles 1n the Unlted States
as & whole and in reglons, States, standard metropolitan areas, and large cltiea. These
statistics provide information on family compositlon, family employment characteristics,
family income, and other social and economle characteristics,

The date are based on tabulations of samples of the returns obtained In the Seven-
teenth Decennial Census of the population of the Unlted States, 1its Territorles and pos-
sessions, conducted as of April 1, 1950, Provision for the Seventeenth Decennial Census
was made in the act providing for the Fifteenth and subsequent decennial censuses, ap-
proved June 18, 1929. The maJor portion of the information compiled from the Census of
Population of 1950 appears in Volume I, Number of Inhablitants, and in Volume II, Charac-
teristics of the Population., These two volumes contaln stetistics for regions, divisions,
States, and parts of States, as well as for the country as & whole,

This is ons of a serises of reports (Series P~E bulletins) which comprise Volume IV,
Special Reports, and which supplement the infornetion contained in Volumes I and II, This
bulletin constltutes Chapter A of Part 2 of Volume IV.

The materiels presented here were prepared under the supervision of Howard G.
Brunsmen, Chief, Population and Housing Division, and Dr, Henry S. Shryock, Jr., Assistant
Chief for Population Statlistics, with the assistence of Edwin D, Goldfield, then Program
Coordinator, They were prepared by Dr, Paul C. Glick, Chief, Soclal Statistics Branch,
and Emanusl lLandau, Chief, Family Statlstics Section. The compilation of the statlstics
was under the direction of Robert B, Volght, Assistant Chief for Operations, assisted by
Morton A, Meyer, lawrence A, Marzettl, wWilllam S. Gibson, and Leah S. Anderson. Sampling
procedures were under the dlrectlion of Joseph Stelnberg, Chlef, Statistical Sampling
Branch, assisted by Joseph Waksberg and Albsrt Mindlin. The technical editoriel work and
planning were undsr the supervislon of Mildred M, Russell, asslsted by Loulse L. Douglas,
The collection of the informetion on which these statistics wers based was under the
supervision of Lowell T. Galt, then Chief, Field Division, and the tabulations were under
‘the supervision of Donald H. Helser, Chief, RElectronlc Systems Branch, Office of the As-
slgtant Director for Statistical Standards, eand C. F. Van Aken, Chief, Machine Tabulation
Division,

August 1955,
Ir
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General Characteristics of Families

{Page numbers listed here omit the chapter prefix number which appears as part of the page number for each page.
The prefix for this chapter is 24)
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General Characteristics of Families

GENERAL

This report presents framily stutistics from two tabulations
of the 1950 Census returns, The first tabulation was the basis
for a set of tables on famlly composition and the second tabule-
tion provided data on family income in 1949 and on several char-
acteristics of famlly heads, 1n relation to type of family and
age of head.

The tebles on family composition include data on size of
family, number of children under 6 and under 18 years old, and
number of members in the labor force, in relation to type of
family., Statistics are also prasented on age of head, marital
status of head, and age and labor force status of the wifs of the
head, 1n relation to number of young children  in the family.
These data are shown for all families, nonwhite familles, and
secondary familles, for the United States and four major regions
by urban and rural residence. Similar Tigures are also shown for
all families for States, by urban and rural residence, and for
standard metropolitan areas of 260,000 inhabitents or more and
citlies of 100,000 or mors; less detailed data for nonwhlte fami-
lies and secondary families are shown for these areas.

The characteristics of the head shown in the second set of
tables are presented for the United States, by urban and rural
residence and include residence in 1949, years of school completed,
and money income in 1949; and class of worker, major occupation
group, and major industry group for employed ramlly heads, These
characteristics are also shown for primary and secondary indlvid-
uals (as defined below), by age and sex for the same areas. Se=
lected characteristics of the head are also presented for heads of
primary and secondary families and for heads of households.

The statlstlcs are based on tabulations of sample returns
of the Seventeenth Decennial Census of Population, taken as of
April 1, 1950. As indicated by headnotes on the tables, some are
based on "Sample F," & sample of about 2.4 percent of the family
units, on the average; and some are based ona 1 1/9-percent
sample., A fuller discugsion of the samples 1s given in the sec-
tion below on "Rellability of data."

These statistics provide information on varlous kinds of
tamlly arrangements under which people 1ive and on the character-
istics of heads of familles and heads of households. In order to
sdd meaning +to the classifications, separate figures are pre-
sented in many of the tables for three major typss or families:
(1) Families with both the heed and his wife present, (2) other
families with a man as the head, and (3) families with & woman as
the head. As a consequence of the introduction of cross~-clagsl-
fications by age of head and age of wife, patterns of changs in
tamily composition and in economic aspects of family living can
be traced from one age level of the family head (or wife) %o
another. The statistics for unrelated individuals supplement the
statistics ror families by showing the cheracteristlcs of persons
not 1iving 1n family groups; some of these persons maintain &
home of their own (primery individusls) and some share the home
of others (secondary individuals), Family statistics are of spe-
clal interest to persons dealing with research relating to family
structure, dependency, employment of tamily members, family in-
come, housing supply, marketing, and family welfare.

RELATED REPORTS
1950 Censug reports.-~This report supplements the Informa-

tion on households, families, unrelated individuals, marital
status, family stetus, and household relationship ocontained in

Chapters B and C of Voiume II of the 1980 Census of Population;
limited data on some of these subjacts are also shown for census
tracts in Serles P-D bhulletins.

Chapter B of Volume II contuins data on the number of  house-
holds and 1inmates of institutlions, and on the population by
marital stutus based on & complete count for States, standard
metropoliten areas, urbanlzed areas, citles, and countles. Alao
included are statistics on the number of fumilies and unrelated
individuals as well as Tamily income distributions, all based on
the 20-percent sample. In Chapter C of Volume II, crosa-clasgli-
fications of marital status by age, relationship to head of
household by age, and famlly status by personal lncome are shown
for States and standard metropoliten areas, and data on marital
gtatus by age are also shown for large cltles; all of these sta-
tistlcs are based on the 20-percent sample.

Additional statistics on marltal status are presented Iin
many of the other special reports of the 1950 Gensus of Populé-
tion. (See 1ist of publlcations on page IV.) Detailed cross-
classifications of marital status, femily status, age, and income
are presented in the specilal report entitled "Marital Status."
Data on household relationship are presented in the speclal re-
port "Employment and Personal Characteristiecs.” Iurthermora,
statistlos on femily status are shown in the special report
uCharacteristics by Size of Place" and will be shown in the re-
ports on "Mobility of the Populetion.' Characteristics of lnmates
of institutions are presented by type of institution and age in
the special report “Institutional Populatlon.'

A special report entitled “Fertility" presents stutlstics on
women by number of children ever born and by number of children
under § years old in relstion to marltal status, duretion of mar-
riage, education, husband's major occupation group, etc. Another
speclal report, "Duration of Current Marital Status," shows data
on the ever-married female population in each marital status
category, by age at which the current marital status was entersd
and duretion of current marital status, cross-classified bysocial
and economlc characteristics. Plans have also been made 10 treat
the subjects of family type, compositlon, and sconomlic character-
1stics 1in greater detall than in the present report for the
United Stetes, and, in some cases, for reglons, in an additional
report, '"Detalled Characterlsticas of Families"; dut it i1s not
xnown at present whether it will be feaslble to tabulate the dath
needed for the preparation of this report.

1040 Gengus reports.--Among the publications of the 1940
Census were elgnt bulletins on famiiies. The specific titles of
these reports are as follows::

Gensral Characteristics

Types of Familles

Size of Family and Age of Head
Employment Status

Family Wage or Salary Income in 1939
Tenure and Rent

Income and Rent

Characteristics of Rural-Farm Famillies

Although importent changes in family concepts wers nede by
the Bureau of the Census in 1947, as will be pointed oub in mord
detail below, many of the stutistics in the present report may L6
compared with corresponding figures in the 1940 family reporto.
Thus, data in this report on 'primary tamilies" may be compared
with data in the 1940 reports on "families" (as defined in 1940)
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comprising two Or mors persons;

furthermore, data in this report
on '"primary individualsm

may be comparsd with 1940 data on Yone~
person famlilies." No data on Ysecondary families" or "secondary
individuals" were tabulated from the 1940 Census. The-income
data 1in this report are not comparable with those in the 1940
Census reports on families, because the latter were limlted to
wage or salary income, whereas data on income shown in this re-
port include incoms from all sources.

Current Populatlon Reports,--The Bureau of the Census con-
ducts every month the Current Population Survey, Each year
since 1944, generally in April, this survey has provided national
estimates on ramily characteristics and (except in 1945) on
marital status by age (Gurrent Popul&tion Reports, Series P-20),
The statistics provided by this source are, in general, de-
signed to be comparable with the data Zfor tha United States
obtained in the. decemnial population censuses. = The sctual com-

parabllity of the ststistics 1s discussed 1n the section below
on "Housshold end family."

INTERNAL CONSISTENCY OF DATA

In the 1950 Census of Population, statistics on the number
of households were among the many types of datas obtained from the
gnumeration of the total population; however, data on familles:
and unreleted individuals were based on reports from a 20~percent
sampls of the population. As indicated earlier, the statistics
in certain tebles in the present report were based on Sample F
and those in other tables wers based on a4 1 1/9-percent sample of
family heads and unrelated individuals. Accordingly, becauss of
sampling variavllity and certain small blases, described in the
section on '"Reliablility or data," dirferences may be eXpected
among rigures obtained from the complete count, the 20-percent
semple, the 3 1/3-percent sample, Sample F, and the 1 1/9-percent
sample, In the present report, the figures In each table that
are based on a gliven sample have been adJjusted to agree wlth cor-
responding figures In a1l other tables based on the same sample,
but differdnces betwsen corresponding figures from the two sam-
ples have not been raconcliled.

In general, +the Tamily data tebulated Ifrom Sample F are
probably somewhat more accurate than those tabulated from the
other semples, even when Sanple F was based on smaller sample
sizes. The reasons are as follows, ’

. tebles
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1. Sample F was established primarily for the
tabulations, whereas the other semples (including the 1 1/9-
percent sample) wers multipurpose ones. Consequently, more de-
tailed training on family defrinitions and concepts could be glven
to the coders working on Sample F then to the other (general)
coders, and, in their actual coding experience, the coders work-
ing on Sample F were more continuously conscious of prcblems in
the classification of family reletionships. As a result of the
more detailed training and practice on family concepts, It is
belleved that the ramily coders made better decisions about how
to handle cases involving complex 1iving arrangements than the
general coders dld,

family

2. The estimation procedure used to intlate the data
tabulated from Sample F compensated, at least partially, for a
small bias which 1s still found in the family data based on the
other samples. (See sectlon on "Sample design.")

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA

some of the data obtained from the tabulations on which the
in this report are based have not been published. The
data (through teble 14) from Sample F which are presented for the
United States and regions by urban and rural residence are shown
in the full detail tabulated. With minor exceptions, the same
detail was tabulated for each State by urban and rural resldence,
for each standard metropolitan area of 250,000 or more, &and for
each city of 100,000 or more; but some of these data are not pre-
sented in this report, The data in tables 48 to 55 were tabu<
lated only for the Unlted States and regions; data in these
tables Tor nonwhites were tabulated for the United States and
gach of the four regions but are presented only for the Unlted
States and the South, Purthermore, the tables show the full
detail available <from the 1 1/9-percent sample for all families
(by combining the data tabulated for primary and secondary fam-
1lies separately) and for primary and secondary individuals. All
of the detall tabulated for primery and secondary individuals is
shown, but some of the detall tabulated for primary families and
secondary families separately 1s not shown.

The tebulated, but unpublished, statistics canbe made avail-
able, upon request, for the cost of transcription or consolida-
tion. Requests for such unpublished material should be addressed
to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D, C.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

The definitlons of the majJur concepts used in the 1850 Census
are given below. Several of these definitions differ from those
used 1in 1940, These changes were mads arfter consultstion with
users of census deta 1In order to improve the statlisties, even
though 1t was recognized that comparability would be adversely
affected. In many cases, the new definitions were tested 1n con-
nection with the Current Population Survey; and, where feaslbls,

measures of the impect of the change on the statistics were
developed., ‘

For a complete discussion of the definitlons of concepts
used in the 1950 Census, the quallty of the data, and the prob-
lems of comparabillity with earlier census data, see Volume II,
Characteristics of the Populetion, Part 1, United States Summary,
or the Series P-B and P-C United Statss Summary bulletins, The
1980 Population Census schedule and the mejor part of the instruc-
tions to enumerators are slso reproduced in Volume II, Part 1.

HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY .

On the basls of census returns on name, household relation-
ship, marital status, age, and sex, vhe populstion was classifled
into several camtegories according to Tamlly status. In this
classification, ap initial distinction 1sg made Yetween persons
living in households and persons living 1in quasi housenolds,
Within sach of these broad categories, persons who are family
members are distinguished from those who ars not family members.

Persons in familles are subdivided into those who are related to
the household head (that is, persons in "primery families") and
all others (persons in '*secondary families"), Famlly members are
further classified by relationship to the family head., Persons
not in families ere subdivided into those who are housshold heads
("primary individuals"), inmates of institutions, and all others
("secondary individuals"). The complexity of this classirlcation
is a rarlsction of the variety of family 1iving arrangements
which charecterize the population,

Household ,~-A household -includes all th: persons who occupy
a house, an apartment or other group of rooms, or & room that
constitutes & dwelling unit, In general, & group Oof rooms OCCU~
pied as separate 1living quarters 1s a dwelling unit 1if 1t has
separate cooking equipment or a separate entrance; a single room
occupied as separate living quarters is a dwelling unit if it has
separate cooking equipment or if it constitutes the only living
quarters in the structurs, A household includes ¢the related
family membsrs and also the unrelated persons, 1If any, such as
lodgers, foster children, wards, or employses who share the
dwslling unit, A person living alone in a dwelling unit, ora
group of unrelated persons sharing a dwelling unit as partners,
is also counted as a household,

Quasi household.--A quasl housshold 1s a group of persons
1iving in quarters not classified as a dyelling unit, for example,
in a house with at least five lodgers, or in a hotel, dormitory,
institution, labor camp, or milltary barracks,
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Family,.--A family, as defined in the 1950 Census, 1s a group
of two or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption
and living together; all such persons are regarded as members of
one family, A family may comprise persons in elther a housshold
or & quasi housshold, If the son of the head of the household
and the son's wife are members of the housshold, they are treated
as part of the head's family. A lodger and hisg wife who are not
related to the head of the household, or a resident employee and
his wife living in, ars considered as a separate famlly, however.
Thus, a household may contain mors than one femily. A hougshold
head 1iving alone or with nonrelatives only 1s not regarded as &
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A Yprimery famlly" comprises the head of a housshold and all
(one or more) other persons in the household related to the head,
All other families are "™gecondury ramllies"; these comprise
groups of mutuslly related psrsons, such &s lodgers or resident
employses, In elther households or quasi householdg, who are not
members of a primary family, A few groups of mutually related
inmates ‘of institutions may have been sharing the same living
quarters, but they are not counted here as familles bhecsuse of
the speclal circumstunces undsr which they wers living.

The flgures in table A provide a comparlson of the charac-

family. Some households, therafore, do not contain a family. teristics of primary and secondary families,
Table A.~-CHARACTERISTICS OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY FAMILIES, FOR THE UNITED STATES; 1950
(Baged on Sample F)
Prim Seccndar Primarvy Secondary
M1 fonilies fand1ien faniddos M1 fanilles families families
Subject SubJact ; T .
Per- Per- Per- ar- . (23] er-
Number sent Nunber cent Number cent Nunber pey Number cont Number cant
Totaluseesreanaeanaes| 38,453,300 100.0{ 37,775,167| 100.0| 674,224| 200.0 OWN CHILDREN UNDER 18
COLOR No owm cliildren under 18... 13,603,5;0 4.4 13’183"2/33 ﬁg.% iﬁ,ggz 65.1
1 own child under 18.ssvaees 058,035 2L, 9 20, a2,
White,..... ceestnsensareens| 35021,3550  OL.L| 34,577,108 9L.5| 444,247| e5.5 2 own childran wrder 1eees| 6395975 16.5| 6284501 19.6| 55474 42
[ > 2 £
Nomubit8eoscovonnasnavunnnn]| 3,432,036 8,9( 3,198,059  8.5| 23,9%7| 345|300 porg under L8aaseenias|  SAAE,851) Ma2| Sa6m0z2| 14| aple| 4
RESIDENCE
SIZE OF FAMILY
UrDall, vevynearavnanssasees | 25,358,638  65.9 %,vﬂe,ﬂz 65,6 5%,9?3 ag.a
Bural BOOMATR, ueneevereene ) T,629,763) 19.8) 7,35, 2001 T390 1070 5 parsons.veeseeernneeenies| 12,886,263] 23,3 12,400,7m8| 32.9) d7s,ma8] 70.2
Rural faTMusesservenesnssne| 5,464,990 14,2 5,431,047 | 24.4| 33,943 sof 3 geraona. : il eimasia| zes SaaeTa|  24.9| 1a00467| 17
4 persons. . . 7,697,268 20,0 7,649,310 20,21 47,958 7L
5 PArHONA. cerarens veo|  AyMz1s|  10,8[ 4,323,823 10.9]  1g,R92 a9
6 POTEONA. rvsesrann 2,034,052 5,3( 2,025,953 5.4 8,000 L2
10,162,212 | 26.4| 9,962,466 26.4| 199,746| 29.5] 7 OF MOrEveieessmrsecencrns| 2,158,553 5.6] 2,151,693 5.7 6,860 1.0
11,647,350 30.3] 11,439,279 230.3| 208,072| 30.7
11,552,607 20.0] 11,361,302 230.1| 191,305| 2d.2
9,347,662  24.3| 9,246,324 24.5] 101,338 14.9 MEMDERS IN LABOR FORCE .
Nomvhite,ceesvesnonnscens| 2,204,945  57[ 2,114,978 5.6] 89,97 13.3
WeBtuuiseerirnsennnnennenes | 5,001,221 13.2[ 5,012,120 13.3|  7900|  LLT| poo sy e 3,005,500 7.8l 2,011,018 7| 104,400 154
1 in lahor fores., o 22,558,695] 58,7 22,214,851 58.8| 343,84 50.7
TYPE OF FAMILY 2 in labor foree.. J 9,990,927| 26.0[ 9,774,802 25,9| 216,125 31,9
3 in 1obor fOr08seesiaesess| 2,182,955 5.7{ 2,171,292 5.7 11,723 1.7
Husband-wife..vssesnseannes| 33,486,233 87.1( 33,009,225] #7.4| 467,008 68.9 4 or more in labor force... 705,305 1.8 903,264 1.9 2,041 0.3
Other male head,.seeeersens| 1,396,087| 3,60 1,330,966|  3.5| 65121 zg.g
5 . | 1460 .
Fenale hoad 3,571,071 9.3{ 3,424,976 9 46,095 LABOR FORGE STATUS
N OF WIFE
AOE OF HEAD
Husband-wife familles..| 33,486,233 100.0| 33,009,225| 100,0| 467,008 100.0
Under 35 years old, 156,001 22| 10,8200 2Ll MoTel 452 wito in labor forcesiees.ss 52,583 20.8| e,ema16| 20.2| 18177 380
1 . ’ . 0B e 5 79.5( 26 oo 79,8 285,241 611
13;8’74;688 3.0 13:697:'723 36.3] 176,965 26.3 Wife not in labor force 26,633,650 79,5) 26,348,4 ) >
429,512 1244 4,700,596 1240 48,976 7.2

Unrelated individual,.--This is the general term used when
referring to a primary or secondary individual, as dsfined below,
Unrelated individuals ars persons who are 1iving apart from rela-
tives; 1nmates of institutions, however, are excluded from this
category, largely because statistics on unrelated individuals are
more valuable to ugers of data on labor force, income, and hous~
ing statistics 1f they exclude inmates. According to the 1950
Census, about 11 milllon persons, or 7 percent of the population,
were living as unrelated individuals,

Primary individual.--A primary individual i1s a housshold
head 1iving alons or with nonrelatives only. About five out of
every slx primary individuals were 1iving alone (as one-person
households) in 1950, according to statlstics from the 1950 Cen-
suses of Population and Housing. Examples of primary individuals
living with nonrelatives include & single woman who shares hep
apartment with a partner or housekeeper, and a widow who has a
lodger occupying & room in her house.

Secondary individual,.--A secondary Individual 1s & person
(other than a primary individual or an immate of an institution) .
. who 18 not related to any other person in the household or quasi
household. Secondary individuals inelude lodgers, resident em-
ployees, hotel guests, students living 1n college dormitories, -
members of the Armed Forces living in military barracks, resident
staff members of institutions, and other persons living apart
Irom relatives. :

Inmate of institution,~~This category includes persons 1iv-
Ing as inmates in such places as homes for delinquent or dependent

‘as indlcated above,

children, homes and schools for the mentally or physically handi-
capped, places providing specialized medlcal care, homes for the
aged, prisons, and Jails. Persons in this category exclude staff
membera and thelr families,.

Head of household or family.--One person in each housshold
1s designated as the "head"; the number of heads of houssholds
is, therefore, equal to the number of households. The seme prin-
ciple applies to familles. The head 1s the person so reported to
the enumerator, wlth the exception that married women are not
classified as heads 1f their husbvands are living with them at the
tims of the census, In the small proportion of the oases where
the wife 1s reported to the enumerator &s the head, the hugband
1s almost always an invalld; 1n order to avold esteblishing a
separate category for the small number of families with the wife
reported as the head, such femilies are edited to show the hus-
band as the head.

Wife of family head.-~Tha numbsr of women  who are wives of
family heads lsg the same as the number of "hushand-wife Tamilles,"
This number excludes wives of "subfamlly" heads, thet 1s, mar-
ried women living with their husbands in the home of a relative;
a married couple sharing the home of a
relative 1s regarded as a part of the relative'!'s family and not
as a separate family. Although the present report contains
no figures on the number of husband-wife subfamilies, daty on
this type of famlly unit are available in the special reports
entitled "Maritel Statua,”" as explained on page 6 of the boxt
of that report.
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Comparability

Earlier census data.-~Fopulation reports for each census

since 1850 contain figures on the number of households, but some
of the sarlier census flgurses are limited to the free population
and heve other limitations. After the 1900 Census had been -

taken, & few housshold characterlstics for 1790 were tabulated
for the free population in those areas with census records still
in existence and the results were reported in Chapter VIII of
A Century of Population Growth 1In the United States, 1790-1900,
Government Printing Office, Washington, 1909, Beginning with
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were published., The statistics presented 1n table B for white
households show a continuous decline in the average population
per housshold from 1890 to 1950, (The numerator for this average
includes not only persons living 1n households but also the
relatively small proportion of the population 1living in quasi
households,) This trend reflects the fact that the rate of in~
crease 1in number of white houssholds during the entire period
excaeded the rate of lncrease in the white population., ‘The same
pattern held trus also for nonwhite households, with the excep-

tion of the period from 1940 to 1950 when the average population

1890, more usable household data 1n varylng degrees of detail per household remained stable,
Table B,—HOUSEHOLDS BY COLOR OF HEAD AND FARM RESIDENCE, AND POPULATION BY COLOR, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1890 10 1950
(Statiatles for 1950 for white and nonwhite householda and population based on 20-percent sample. Statistics on households for 1920, 1910, and 1890
include quaal households. For 1890 to 1920, "rural-favnm" households include the small mumber of urban-farm householda. Figures for white house~
holda and the white population in 1930 have been revised to inelude Mexicens clesasified with "Other races” in the 1930 reporta)
Housecholda
Population per
Population household
Total
Cenaus year and color Ij’;rcen'c U::‘Li\n Rural }j’:rcent Decrease
crenss rural form creage aince
Number since nonfarm Number since Numbar preceding
preceding preceding census
cenaus cengua
TOTAL
. [T PRPIIN 42,857,335 22.6 37,089,483 5,767,852 150,697,361 4.5 3.52 0.25
e [T TPIN 34,948,666 16.9 27,874,321 7,074,345 131,669,275 7.2 3,7 0.34
29,904,663 22,8 23,300,026 6,604,637 122,775,046 16,1 4,11 0.23
24,351,676 20.2 17,600,472 6,751,204 105,710,620 14.9 434 0.20
20,255,555 26,9 14,131,945 6,123,610 91,972,266 21,0 4,54 0.22
15,963,965 25.8 10,274,127 5,689,838 75,994, 575 214 4.76 0.17
12,690,152 ‘e 7,922,973 4,767,179 262,622,250 ves 4.93 ves
38,429,035 21,3 33,401,690 5,027,345 134,478,365 13.8 3.50 0.23
31,679,766 174 25,609, 542 6,070,224 118,214,870 7.2 3.73 0.36
26,982,994 23.6 21,402,992 5, 580,002 110,286,740 16.3 4.09 0.25
21,825,654 21,2 * 2 94,820,915 16.0 4.34 0.20
18,001,732 28,0 12,784,052 5,217,640 81,731,957 22.3 454 0.2
14,063,791 25.0 (9] €0} 66,809,196 21.5 4475 0.4
11,255,169 (3) 54,983,890 4,89
NONWHITE
1950% v ausneinnnnniiirerannanny 3,822,340 16,9 3,148,860 673,520 15,737,745 17.0 412
3,268,900 11,9 2,264,779 1,004,121 13,454,405 7.7 4,12 0.15
2,921,669 15.7 1,897,034 1,024,635 12,484,306 14.7 427 0,04
2,526,022 12.1 3 2 10,889,705 6.3 4.3L 0.23
2,253,823 18.6 1,347,893 905,930 10,240,309 1.5 4054 0.29
1,900,174 32,4 3 3 9,185,379 20.3 4,83 0.49 -
1,434,583 ) 7,638,360 5.32
! Residence claspification based on new urbmn-rural and farm definitions, hence not strictly comparable with data for earlier years,
g Exclusive of 325,464 persons specially enumerated in Indian territory and on Indlan reservations for whom family data are not available,
Not available,
Number of households with head of nonwhite race other than Negro has been estimated.
In 1947, the Bureau of the Census adopted & revised set of change, the number of quasi households shown for 1950 (218,030)
family concepts. Statlsties on "families" and “privete house- was much larger than the number (80,122) for 1940, In the 1980
holds" in sarlier reports are, in general, comparable with

statistics on "households" in reports published in 1947 and sub-

sequent years, The numbers of households shown in reports for
1940, 1920, and 1900 sxclude the number of quasi households,
vhereas the numbers for 1920, 1910, and 1850 %o 1890 included
quasi households. In the 1950 reports, the number of households
is equal to the number of primary families plus the number of
primary lndividuals, Primary individuals are persons who would
have been classified as "one-person families" under the former
terminology; they constituted about one-tenth of all heads of
households in 1950 and 1940. On the other hand, the new defini-
tilon of families includes the small number of secondary familles
which would not have been classified as families wunder the old
definltion, Secondary families constituted only about 2 per-
cent of all families in 1950; the estimated number of secondary
families in 1940 (67v5,000) was aboubt £ percent of all families
at that time, also.

Minor changes in the instructions for identifylng dwelling
units in 1950 as compared with 1940 may have affected to a slight
extent the reported incresse in househdlds between the two dates.
For exampls, 1n the 1940 Census, the occupants of & lodglnghouse
were regarded as constituting a quasi household if the place in-
cluded 11 lodgers or more; in the 1950 Census, the criterion was
reduced to 5 lodgers oOr more. Mainly as & consequence of this

Census, the number of houssholds and the number of ocoupied
dwelling units were ldentlcal by definition; small differences
between these numbers appear in the published reports, however,

because date for the population and housing reports were proc-
essed independently.

Current Population Survey data,--Estimates of the numbers of
housenolds, families, and unrelated individuals for the United
States as a whole are published annually from the Current Popula-
tion Survey. The estimates based on this survey for March 1960
dlffersd somewhat from ocorresponding figures from the census,
For households, the census figure based on the oomplete count
is 42,857,335 and that based on the 1 1/9-percent sample 18
42,286,230, whereas the survey estimate, as revised, 1s 43,554,000,
For familles the census figure based on the 20-percent sample
data is 38,310,980, that based on Sample F 1s 38,453,391, and
that based on the 1 1/9-percent semple is 38,088,540, whersas the
survey estlmate, as revised, 1s 39,303,000, For both households
and families, +the differences among the figures from the census
wers smaller than the diffsrences between the survey figures and
any of the census figures; the differences between the survey and
censug figures were 100 great to be attributed to sampling varla-
tion alone. Such factors as the methods used in weighting the
survey estimates and the differences between the trailning and
experience of the interviewers used in the survey and in the
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census may also account in part for the lack of agreement in the
two sets of data, (See also section velow on "Post-Enumeration
Survey.")

The factors Just mentloned also affect the comparability of
the figures on the number of unrelated individuels obtained from
the census e&nd from the Current Population Survey, The census
figure for the number of primary individuals based on the 1 1/9-
percent sample is 4,827,420 and the revised figure based on the
survey 1s 4,716,000, The difference I1s much greater among sec—
ondary individuals 14 years old and over, for whom the 1 1/9~
percent semple flgure is 6,136,290, as compared with the revised
survey figure of 4,279,000, 1In this case, the coverage of the
census and the survey is dilfferent. The survey, unlike the cen-
sus, excluded from 1ts coverage all members of the Armed Forces
except those 1iving off post or with their famillies on post; the
Armed Forces members excluded from the survey were classifled as
secondary individuals din the census. Moreover, in accordance
with the instructions, college students were generally enumerated
at thelr own homes 1n the Current Population Survey and classi-
fied a5 family members but were enumerated at thelr college resl-
dence 1n the census, ususlly as secondary Individuals. The
difference  in coverage of the Armed Forces and college students
may account for about 1,250,000 of the total differsnce in the
number of secondary individuals as reported by the census dnd the
survay.

Data avallable from & sample of persons included in both the
1950 Census of Population and the Current Population Survey for
April 1950 1indicate that the survey enumerators classified as
heads of households some persons vwhom census enumerators classi-
fied as other types of household members, generally as lodgers;
most lodgers are secondary lndividuals., This fact suggests that,
when complex living arrangements were encountered, survey enumeprs
ators more often than census enumerators 1identified as separate
households a person or group of persons occupying only & part of
the llving quarters in a house or apartment. The Current Popula-
tion Survey enumerators were more experlenced and better trained
and were probably able to adhere more closely to the household
definition in such cases. Furthermore, the survey enumerators
were pald on an hourly basis, whereas the census enumerators were
pald on a plece rate system; this dirference ln method of payment
may h&ve encouregsd the survey enumerators to take more time to
meke a proper determinztion of the dlviding line betwsen house-
holds. The fact that the number of households reported in the
Current Population Survey 15 closer Lo the Post-Enumeration Sur-
vey estimate than any of the 1950 Census estimates, &s indicated
in the next seotlon, sauggests that the factors Just mentioned
more than compensated for the sampling variabillty and processing
problems in the Current Population Survey.

Post-Enumeration Survey,-~The Post-Enumeration Survey of the
1950 Census studled to some extent the accuracy of census data on
the number of households and on reletionship to head of house-
hold, This survey was a ssmple reenumeration which entalled a
direct check on a case-by-case basis of the original enumeration.

The results of the survey show that some households were
erroneocusly omitted from the census count, whereas others were
included that should not have been. On balance, the data indi-
cate a net undercount of sbout a million households, or 2.5 per-
cent, in the 1950 Census, This estimate 1s subjeet to & standerd
serror of about 90,000 households, It represents the difference
betwsen an estimated 1,300,000 households missed in the census or
erroneously enumerated as a part of another household and an es-
timated 300,000 households included in the census by mlstake or
erroneously snumerated as separate households.

Households are more likely to be 'erroneously enumerated"
when living arrangements are complex and there ls difficulty in
ldentifying the proper numbsr of households. For example, two
married couples occupying & glven set of living quarters may have
been erronecusly counted as one household whereas the clrcum-
stances were such that they should have been counted as two
households; or they may have been erronsously counted &s two
households instead of one. Errorg of this type do not necessar-
ily affect the count of persons; 1in part for this reason, and in

part because households missed in the census tend to be rela-
tively small, the Post-Enumeration Survey indicates that the net
undercount of populetion (1.4 percent) 1is less than the under-
count of househclds (2.5 psrcent).

Besides the difficulty in identifying the propsr number of
households, other factors influencing the count of households
include errors In the classiflcation of dwelling unlts as vacant,
as occupied by nonresidents, or as occupied by residents; enumer-
ation of households in the wrong enumeration district; dupllcate
enumeration of households; and fallure to enumerate housshelds,

Purthermore, an analysis of the data from the Post-Enumera-
tion Survey on the accuracy of the census enumeration by rela-
tionship +to head of household Iindicates a greater tendency for
census enumerators +to misa household members In the categories
"Lodger! and "Resldent employes" than those who are househald
heads or relatives of heads,

Additional information from the Post-Enumeration Survey on
census enumeration errors 1s given on pp. XIJII and XIV of Volume I
and in Part 1 of Volume II of the 1950 Census of Population., A
more complete dlscussion of the completeness of enumeration of
ccoupled dwelling units (seme &s number of households) 1s given
In the United States Summary of Volume I of the 1950 Census of
Housing; this source also contains a statement on the difference
between the completeness of the count of occupled dwelllng units
and of the count of population, A more detajiled ascount of the
methods and results of the Post-Enumeration Survey will be pub=-
lished at a later date.

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE

According to the new definition that was adopted for use 1n
the 1950 Census, the urban population comprises all perasons 1iv-
ing in (a) places of 82,500 inhabitants or more incorporated &s
citles, boroughs, and villages, (b} lncorporated towns of 2,500
inhabitants or more except in New England, New York, and Wiscone
gin, where "towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties,
(¢) the densely settled urban fringe, including both incorporated
and unincorporated areas, around c¢itles of 50,000 or more, and
(d) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhablitants or more outside
any urban-fringe, The remaining populetlon 1s classified as
rural,

According to the old definition, the urban population was
1imited to all persons living in incorporated places of 2,500 in-
habitants or more and in areas (usually minor eivil divisiona}
classified as urban under speclal rules relating to population
size and density. In view of this change in definition, the
gtatlstles for 1940 by urban~rural residence are not comparable
with those for 1950.

The rural-farm population for 1980, a5 for 1940 and 1830,
includes all persons 1living on farms in rural areas without re-
gard to occupation, 1In determining farm and nonfarm resldence in
the 1950 Census, however, certain speclal groups wers classified
otherwise than in earllier censuses. In 1950, persons 1living on
what might have been consldered farm land were classified as non-
farm 1f they pald cash rent for thelr homes and yards only, Per-
sons in institutiong, summer camps, 'motels," and tourlst camps
were classified as nonfarm., For the United States as a whole,
there 1s evidence from the Current Population Survey that the
farm population 1n 1960 would have been slightly larger had the
1940 procedurs been used, In this report separate data are pre-
santed for the rural-farm population rather than for the total
farm population since virtually all of the rfarm population is
located in rural areas and sihce other census data are nearly
always presented in this manner,

The rural-nonfarm popul&tion includes all persons living
outside urban areas who do not live on farms, The rural-nonfarm
populetion comprises persons living in a varlety of types of res-
idences, such &s 1sclated nonfarm homes in the open country,
villages and hamlets of fewer than 2,500 inhabitants, and some of
the fringe areas surrounding the smaller ilncorporated areas,
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STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS

Except 1in New Englend, & standard metropolitan area 1is a
county or group of contlguous counties which contalns at least
one city of 50,0600 inhabltants or mores, In addition to the
county, or counties, contalning such a city, or clties, contig-
uous counties are included 1in a standard metropolitan urea If
according to certailn criteria they are essentially metropolltan
in character and soclally and economically Integrated with the
central city. 1In New England, the city and town are adminis-
tratively more lmportant than the county, and data are complled
locally for such minor o¢ivil divisilons; thersfore, towns and
cities, rather than oounties, are the units used in defining
standard metropolitan areas. ’

AGE

The age classification 1s based en the age of the person at
hils lest birthday as of the date of snumeration, that is, the age
ol the person in completed years, The snumerator wes instructed
_to obtain the age of each person &s of the date of hls vislt
rather than as of Aprll 1, 1950,

The trend toward growing proportions of older heads of house~

holds and of female heads of households 1s discernible in the
figures for 1950 and 1890 presented in table C, Statlstics on
8ge of head by type of housshold are shown for 1940 and 1930, as
well as 1950, in tsble 1,

Table 0.-J{QUSEHOLDS BY AGE AND SEX OF HEAD, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1950 AND 1890

(Statisties for 1950 bamed on 20-peraent sample)

Hougeholds with Hougeholda with
Gensus yoar and age ALl householda nale head feale head
of head
A Par- Par- Per-
Numbar sent Number cent Nunber cent
1930
KI1 agefies.aisersene| 42,251,415 100,0) 35,862,900 100.0] 6,388,515 100,0
Under 25 years., 2,013,665 4.8 1,849,675 5.2 163,990 2.6
25 to 29 years., 4,058,805 9.6 3,825,675 10.7 233,130 3.6
4,621,340 10,9 4,313,105 12.0 308,235| 4.8
4,894,385 11,6 4,471,500 12.5 422,885 6.6
4,706,345 11,2 4,204,100 | 11,7 512,245 8.0
45 10 49 yearB..ciaavees| 4,396,750 1044 3,801,925 10,6 504, 8251 9.3
50 to 54 years.iiivesenn| 4,140,245 9.8 3,471,540 2.7 668,705 10.5
55 to 59 years,iieeeeesa| 3,759,810 4.9 3,060,805 a.5 699,005| 10,9
60 yoars and oOVveri.c.ses| 9,650,0701 22,8 6,864,575 19,1 2,785,495 43.6
60 to 64 yeaTmiseeees]  3,222,4501 7,600 2,511,150 7.0 71,3000 1.
65 to 69 yeaTai.eeeaes| 2,716,030 6.4 1,961,610 5.5 754,4201 11,8
70 1o 74 yeursisvaesen | 1,854,840 4ot 1,253,055 3.5 601,785 9.4
75 and over.,iieeieens]| 1,856,750 4k 1,138,760 .2 my,e90| 11,2
Median age of heed,. 45.9 e 44,1 57.1 s
1890
AI1 88084 a0 iuerneser| 12,690,252| 100,0| 10,857,249 100.0( 1,832,903| 100.0
Under 25 year8. ssanvens 631,239 5,0 572,139 5.3 59,100 3.2
25 to 29 yearsS.ieeeeenns| 1,428,634 11,3 1,332,427 12,2 96,207 5.2
30 to 34 years..veieaend| 1,763,134 13,9 1,629,579 15.0 133,585 7.3
35 t0 39 yearS,ieeereses| 1,743,347| 13,7 1,563,219 1.4 8,128 9.7
40 to 44 years.ieaseesnl | 1,525,827 12,0( 1,317,378 12,1 208,4491 11,4
45 10 49 year&iiveeaans| 1,408,455 11,1|  1,181,319| 10.9 227,136| 12.4
50 to 54 yemra..sesveans| . 1,241,890 9.8 1,002,800 9.2 239,090 13.0
55 t0 59 yearSiiecasasss 936,870 7.4 741,991 6.8 194,879 10.6
60 years and over,......| 2,010,756 15,8 1,514,397 13.9 496,359 27.1
Medlan age of hesde.ss., 42,6 e 41.2 ore 50.3 .
Many of the detalled tables in the present report show

ramily characteristlos by age of head. ¥From thess tables it 1s
possible to compare the characteristlcs of famllies with heads in
successively older age levels, An analysis of such data provides
insight regarding the mamner 1in which families changs from the
time of thelir formation to thelr maturation and finally to their
approaching dissolution. This type of Information is often used

in the gtudy of the life ¢ycle of the family, 1n lleu of statis-
tics on the histories of specific families,.

COLOR

The term M"coler" refers to the division of the populatlon
1nto twq groups, white and nonwnite. The groun designated as
"nonwhite" conslsts of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and
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other nonwhite races. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry whe
were not definitely Indian or of other nonwhlte race were classi-
fled as white,

MARITAL STATUS

In the 1950 Census, data on marital status are
replles to the question, "Is he now married, wldowed, divorced,
separated, or [has he/ never /[been] married?" The classification
refers to the status at the time of enumeration. Persons classi-~
Tied as "married" comprise, therefore, both those who have been
married only once and those who remarried after having been wid~
owed or divorced. Persons reported as separated or in common-law
marrieges are classifled as married, Those reported as never map-
ried or with annulled marriages are classified as single., Since
i1t 1is probable that some divorced persons are reported as singla,
married, or widowed, the census returns doubtless understata soma—
what the actual number of divorced persons who have not remarried.

based op

The category 'Married" is further dlvided into
spouse present! and "married, spouse absent."! A person 1ls oclag-
sifled as 'married, spouse present” If the person's husband or
wife was reported as a member of the housshold or quasi household
in which the person was enumerated, even though he or she may
have been temporarily ebsent on busginess or vacation, vislting,
in a hospital, etc., at the time of the enumeration,

"married,

Parsons reported as separated are shown 8s one subdivision
of the group deslgnated as "married, spouse absent." Separated
persons include those with legal separatlons, those living apart
with Intentions of obtaining a divorce, and other married persens
permanantly or temporarily estranged CLrom thelr spouse bacause of
marital discord. The group Yother married, spouse absent" in-
cludes marrled psrsons employed and living for several months &%
a conslderable distance from thelr homes, those whose spouse was
absent in the Armed Forces, In-migrants whose spouse remained 1n
another ares, husbands or wives of imnmetes of institutions, and
all other marrled persons (except those reported as separated)
whose place of residence was not the same ag that of their spouse,
All married inmates of institutions are classified as marrled,

gpouse absent, aven though this disposition may ve contrary ta
the facts in a few cases.

For comment on the quallty of data on marital status in the
1950 Census, see the sectlon on "Definitions and explanations in
the spsclal report "Marital Status."

SIZE OF FAMILY

The oconcept ''size of family" includes the head of the
family and all other persons in the lilving quarters who are rew-
lated to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption., A famlly must
comprise at least two persons 1living together, according to the
concepts adopted by the Bureau of the Census in 1947, (See sec~
tion above on "Family.") It is +thus considered as strictly a
group concept, on the grounds that persons living alone generally
do not pocl thelr resources with cthers and do not share expenses
with others 1in the way that groups of relatives living together
generally do. For persons interested in data on those who live
alone, flgures are provided on unrelated individuals,

Tseble D,—~PRIMARY FAMILIES BY SIZE, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1930 TO0 1950
(Statisties for 1950 based on Sample Fj 1940 an Sample D)

1950 1940 1930
Size of primary
fanlly Per~ Por- Par-
Number cent Number cent Number sent
Totalaavsssearnsss| 37,775,167| 100.0| 31,590,240| 100,0| 27,547,200] 100.0

00
9,012,700] 28,
2%

12,400,715| 32.9 5| 6,962,835] 25.3
9,414,623)  24.9|. 7,709,840 &l 6,226,519 | 22.6
7,649,3100  20.2| 6,164,000] 19.5| 5,234,696 19,0
4,123,823 10.9 3,749,460 11.9 3,574,362 13.0
2,025,953| 5. 2,17,5i0| 6.9 2,273,300| 8.3
1,004,086/  2.7| 2,236,280 3,9 1,393,356| 5.1
8 pPersonBe.issinss 522, 568 1.4 700,280 2.2 842,669 3.1
9 OF MOT@ssstrvorensares 625,369 1.7 846,140|  2.7] 1,019,463| 3.7
Median 8i%eeeccasonsanas 3.69 aas 3.88 e 4ell ee
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Flgures on the size of primary families for 1950 may be com—
pared with thoss for 1940 and 1930, as indicated in table D.
Additional rigures on family size for 1800 and 1890 appear in
census reports for those years and for 1790 in A Century of Popu~
lation Growth in the Unlted States, 1790-1900, clted above; these
figures are not exaotly comparable with those for 1920 to 1950 on
size of primary family becauss lodgers and other unrelsted per—

. sons were included inthe figures for 1900, 1870, and 1790 and, in
addition, members of quasi households were included in the fig-
ures for 1900 and 1890,

OWN CHILDREN UNDER 6 AND UNDER 18 YEARS OLD

"own't children 1n a rfamily 1s & term used in referring to
sons and daughters, including stepchildren and adopted children,
of the family head 1living in the home, The count of own children
1s limited to single (unmarried) children, In & three-generation
family, the determination as to whether there are any "own" chil-
dren of the head depends upon which person in the family 1s iden-
tified as the head, Usually a member of the oldest generation is
reported as the family head, in which case the children are re-
corded as grandchildren of the head and are therefore not counted
as "own" children; however, If the head belongs to the middle
generation, his or her children are counted as "own' children,

In the 1930 and 1940 Censuses, data were compiled on fami-
lies by number of "related" children of various ages, and tabula-
tions of this kind were contemplated in the plans for the 1980
Census but have not been made, "Related" children include grand-
children, nephews, cousins, etc., s well as sons and daughters,
1iving in the home,. ' ‘

Distributions of families by number of own children under 6,
and under 18, Yyears of age are shown in this report. These age
groups are regarded as the most slgnificant from the standpoint
of the study of dependent children, Those under 6 are ordinarily
not o0ld enough to attend school, although some may attend school
or kindergarten for a part of the day or may be placed in a day
nursery,. Labor force participation rates of mothers of preschool~
age children are relatively low, as may be seen from the detailed
tables in this report.

Chlldren from 6 to 17 years of age may be regarded &s of
school age, Data from the Current Population Survey indicate
that the labor force particlpation rates of mothers whose children
are all of school age or older are about as high as those for
women with no children under 18 years of age.

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

The data on years of school completed were derived from the
combination of answers to two questions: {a) "what 1s the hlghest
grade of school that he has attended?" and (b) "Did he finish
this gradeft

The questions on educational attalmment applied only to
progress in "pegular" schools, Such schocls are public, privute,
or parochial schools, either day or night, full time or part
time--that 1g, those schools where enrollment nay lead to0 &n
elementary or high school diploma, or to & college, university,
or professionel school degree, Schooling obtalned through & cor=
respondence course was counted only if the course was given by a
regular school, such as & university, and the person recelved
credit thereby in the regular school system,

The question on highest grade of school attended called for
the highest grade attended, regardless of "skipped" or '"repeated"
grades, rather than +the number. of full school years which the
person had spent in school.

The question on completion of highest grade was to be an~
awersd "Yes" I1f the person had completed the rull grade, It a
person was still attending school in that grade, had completed
only a half grade, or had dropped out of or failed to pass the
last grade attended, the required answer was "No," In this
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report, persons who falled to report on completion of the grade
were assumed to have finished,

Formal education 1s a very useful measure of social and
ascoromic status of household and family heads. Most of these
heads have completed their schooling before they establish homes
of their own and therefors. the educational stetus of the heads
gonerally remains constant throughout the balance of theirp 1llves,
Among secondary individuals, however, the educational levels
shown are subject to further increases, bacsuse more than one-
tenth of them were still attending college.

RESIDENCE IN 1949

Residence in 1949 1s defined as the usual place of residence
one year prior to the date of the 1950 Census enumeration. In
census reports on mobllity and migration status, persons 1iving
in the same house in 1950 as 12 months earlier in 1949 are re~
Terred to as 'nonmebile persons' or "nonmovers." Those iiving in
a different house in 1950 than 12 months earlier in 1949 are
called "moblle persons" or “movars," Persons living in a differ-
ent county in continental United States 1in 1950 and in 1949 are
considered "migrants" or 'different-county movers." "Persons
abroad In 1949" are persons whose place of residence in 1949 was
outside continental Unlted States,

Heads of families and unrelated individuals reported as liv-
ing in the same house 1in 1950 as in 1949 Include some persons who
had moved - during the 12 months but by the emumeration date had
returned to thelr 1949 residence, Similarly, some persons who
wers 1iving in & different house 1in the same county in 1950 from
that in 1949 may actuslly have moved between counties during the
year but by 1950 had returned to the same oounty of residence as
that in 1949, For such reasons, the number of perscns who wers
llving In different houses in 1960 and 1949 1s somewhat less than
the total number of movers during the year,

Statistics on the mobllity of family units reflect the ad-
Justments made in living quarters 1n response to a varisty of
needs. Thus, Tramllies often move whaen the main breadwinner .
changes jobs, when larger homes and better environments are de-
gired for thelr children, when famlliss are broken by divorocse or
widowhoqd, and so on. Movement induced or impelled by most of
these needs occurs more frequently when the femily head is rela-
tively young. In some ceses, of course, the movement of the
various family membesrs may take place at different times, Prob-
ably most of the movers who were unrelated individusls at the
census date had moved alone,

LABOR FORCE STATUS

The lebor force includes all persons 14 years old and over
olassified as employed or unemployed, as described below, and
also members of the Armed Forces (persons on active duty with the
United States Apmy, Navy, Alr Force, Marine Corps, or GQoast
Guard)., The 1950 data on employment status pertain to the calen-
dar week preceding the enumerator's visit, which ls defined as
the census week.

Employed persons ocomprise clvillans who, during the census
week, were elther (a) "at work"--those who did any work for pay
or profit, or worked without pay for 15 hours or more on a family
farm or in a famlly business; or (b) ‘'twith a Job but not at
work"-~those who did not work a&nd were not looking Tor work but
had a Job or business from which they were temporarily absent
because of vacation, 1llness, industrial dispute, bad weather, or
layoff with definlte instructions to return to work wlthin 30
days of layoff. Also inclwded ag '"with a Job" are persons who
had new Jobs to which they were scheduled %o report within 30 -
days, In this report, these two oategorles are combined and
shown as "Employed.' :

Unemployed persons comprise clvilians who were not at work
during the census weak but were elther looking for work or would
nave been looking for work except that (&) they wers temporarily
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111, (b) they expected to return to a job from which they had
been lald off for an indefinite period, or (c) they believed no
work was avallable in their community, or in their line of work.

Persons not in the lsbor force comprise civilians 14 years
of age and over who are not classified as employed or unsmployed,
including persons dolng only incidental unpaid family work (lesa
than 15 hours during the census week). Included in this group
are persons primarily engaged in their own home housework, stu=-
dents, seasonal workers in an "off" season, the retired, parsons
unable to work, the voluntarily idle, immates of institutions,
and persons not reporting on thelr employment status,

In this report, data are shown on the labor force status of
wives of Tamlly heads in relatlon to their own age and the preg-
ence of young children in the home. Many women work befors mar-
riage and after marriage untll a baby comes, then agaln alter the
children are in school, Statistlcs on this subJect are useful In
studies of the possible slze of the labor force in the future or
under emergency conditions,

For comment on the qualityof data on employment status from
the 1950 Census, see the sectlon on'Definitions and explanations®
in the special raport "Employment and Personael Characteristics."

MEMEERS: IN LABOR FORCE

In some of the tables, familles are classified by the number
of members 14 years old and over in the labor force during the
census waek. (See definition of "labor force' above,) This
classification is used &s an indlcation of the number of workers
contributing to the support of the famliy. In many cases, of
course, the members operate with more or less independence of one
another, 8o that the rfamily does not always function as a single
.aconomic unit, Furthermcre, many family members not in the labor
force derive income from sources such as pensions, I1nvestiments,
and public essistance payments, which often provide & large part,
and, sometimes all, of the family's means of support. Most of the
familiss with no members 1n the lebor force presumably derlve
their support from such sources; furthermore, most of the heads

of such familiss are widows or are elderly men who have retired
from the labor forece.

statistics were also published for 1940 and 1930 on the num-
ber of workers in the "family" (as the verm was then defined).
Table E presents data for 1950 and 1940 on households by number
of ralated members in the labor force and for 1930 on households
by number of releted members who wers *gainful workers," {related
members include the household head and sll other persons 1n the
household relsted to the head.)

The statistics on gainful workers for 1930 were based on
questions regarding occupation rather than employment status.
vGainful workers™ were persons 10 years old and over reported as
having & gainful occupation, that is, an occupation in which they
sayrned money or & money equivalent, or in whilch they asslsted in
the preoduction of markstable goods, regardless of whether they
were working or seeking work at the time of the census, The
1abor force was defined in the 1940 Census on the basls of actlv-
ity during the week of March 24 toc 30, and included only persons
14 years old and over who were at work, with a Job, seeking work,
or on public emergency work in that week. Certain classes of
persons, such as retired workers, recently lncapacitated workers,
and seasonal workers nelther working nor seeking work at the time
of the census, were [requently included among gainful workers in
1930, but, in general, such persons were not in the 1940 labor
force, On the other hand, the 1940 labor force included persons
seeking work without previous work experisnce, that 1s, new work-
ers. - Most of the relatively few new workers at the time of the
1070 Census were probably not counted as gainful workers,

These dlfferences in definition may have had an appraciable
effect upon the distribution of families by number of persons in
the lebor force, in comparison wlth the 1930 distribution by num-
ber of galnful workers, The spperent sharp incresses betwesn
1930 and 1940 in the proportions of families wilth no workers were
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pr'oba‘bly caused partly by the more nearly uniform exclusion of

retired and disabled persons from the statistios on the lavor
force in 1940,

Table E,~HOUSEHOLDS BY NUMBER OF RELATED MEMBERS IN THE LABOR FORCE, 1950 AND 1840,
AND NUMBER OF RELATED GAINFUL WORKERS, 1930, FOR TRE UNITED STATES

(Number of households for 1950 based on 20-percent sample; percent distritution for

1950 based partly on Sample F and partly on 1 1/9-percent sample. Statistics for
1940 baged on Sample D)

Census year, related Husband- All other households
members in labor force, ALl wife
and related households Male Female
gainful workera »houeholda Totel head head
RELATED MEMBERS IN
T.ABOR FORCE
1950
ALL OUSShOLaR. evesosre] 42,251,415 32,678,835 | 9,572,560 || 3,184,065) 6,388,515
Parcentseaecsssarncses 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 200,
None in labox force.. 12.1 6.2 32.3 24.3 36.3
1 in labor force....s 5842 60,9 49,1 57,6 449
2 in labor forece... 22,9 25 13.5 12.9 13.7
3 in 1abor £Orce.ieesressess 5.1 5.5 3.8 3.9 3.4
4 OF TOr@isevenssansvananns 1.7 1.8 1.3 1.3 1.3
1940
A1l households...seseas| 35,087,440 26,605,800| 8,481,640 3,128 5,353,240
s ostsiooernioeotd It - gt 3 IR 3] IR c) R O
None 4n 1eBOr £OT0€..esses 9.8 4i6 26,1 1 1
1 in 18hor fOT0.suervesase 58.7 61.9 8.8 r Iy
2 in 1abor £OrCe..saseasres 2. 23.4 16.6 1 1
3 in 1abor £Or0.sserssesss 6.7 7.0 5.9 ) by
4 OF WOT@ursnrevasnrinanses 3.0 3.1 2.6 ) 1
RELATED GAINFUL WORKERS,
19302
ALL households...vaseas| 29,490,174 23,352,990] 6,137,184 (| 2,394,752] 3,742,432
Percentesecseanns 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No gainful workers 6.0 2.5 19.5 R 26,6
1 gainful worker.. 62,1 65,0 50,9 63.7 A2
2 gainful workers. 21,2 21.8 19.0 18.5 19.3
3 gainful workers, 7.2 T 7.2 6.5 %
4 OF MOYEervevecanss 3.6 3.6 3.4 2.9 37

1 Not aveileble,

2 white and Negro households with marital status of head reported; figurea for
vhite households have not been revised to include Mexicans who were clagsified with
"Other racea® in the 1930 reports.

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER

11 order to show the types of work in which heads of family
units are engaged, data are presented here on major occupation
group, maJjor industry group, and class of worker of these per-
sons, Comparisons of data Tor 1950 and 1940 on primary familles

and on household heads by major occupation group are shown in the
detailed tables,

The data for 1950 onoccupation, lndustry, and class of worker
presented in this report are for employed household heads, famlly
heads, and unrelated individuals end refer to the Jjob held during
the "census week.!" (See section on ''Labor force status,') Persong
employed at two or more Jobs were reported in the job at which
they worked the greatest number of hours during the census week,

The class-of-worker classification used here comprises "pri-
vate wage and salary workers," "government workers," and 1ngelle
employed workers &nd unpaid family workers." Private wage and
salary workers are persons who worked for & private employer for

wages, salary, commission, +tips, or pay-in-kind, Government
workers are persons wno worked for any governmental unit (Fed-
eral, State, or local), regardless of the dctivity which the

particular agency carried on, Self-employed workers are pasrsong
who worked for profit or fees in their own business, profession,
or trade, or who operated a farm either &s an owner or tenant,
Unpaid famlly workers are persons Who worked without pay on &
farm or in a business operated by a member of the household to
whom they are releted by blood or marriage.

The occupational &nd industrial classification systems used
in 1940 are baslcally the same as those used in 1950, There are
& number of differences, howsver, In the specific content of par-
ticular groups, as well as several differences. in title, The
occupation data shown here for 1940 have not bsen adjusted for
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comparability with the 1950 classification system; however,
avellable evldence indicates that the 1940-1950 relationships

shown by the datea are not slgnificantly affected by these
differences.

In the clasgirication by industry, the category "Public
administreétion” includes those activities which are uniquely gov-
ernmental in charecter, such as leglslative and judiclal activ-
ities and most of the activities in the executive agencles.
Government agencies engaged in educational and medlcal services
end-in activities commonly carried on by private enterprises,
such &s transportation service and manufacturing, are classirled
in the appropriate industrial category, The total number of gov-
ernment workers is shown by the class-of-worker category "Govern-
ment workers," .

The composition of the 1960 major occupation groups (except
"not reported") is indicated inthe illustrative llst shown below:
Proressional, technical, and kindred workers.--Includes
Accountants: Actors! Airplane pllots and navigatora; Architects;
Artists; Athletes; Auditors; Authors; Chemists; Chiropractors;
Clergymen; College presidents, professors, and Instructors; Con-
servationists; Dancers; Dentists; Designers; Dietitlans; Drafts-
men; Editors; Embalmers; Entertainers; Famm management advisors;
Foresters; Funeral directors; Healers; Home management advisors;
Judges; Lawyers; Librariens; Musiclans; Natural sclentists; Nu-
tritionists; Optometrists; Osteopatha; Personngl workers; Phar-
macists; Photographers; Physiclans; Profsssional nurses; Radlio
operators; Recreation workers; Religious workers; Reporters;
Soclal sclentists; Soclal workers; Sports instructors and of fim
cials; Student professional nurses; Surgeons; Surveyors; Teach~
eps; Technical engineers; Therapists; Veterinarians.

Farmers and farm managers.--Includes tenant farmers eand
share croppers,

Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farm,—-In-
cludes Buyers; Bullding superintendents; Credit men; Lodge offl-
clals; Postmasters; Publlc administration officlals; Purchasing
agents; Rallroad conductors; Ship officers, pilots, pursers, and
engineers; Shippers of farm products; Unlen officials.

Cclerical and kindred workers,--Includes Bank tellers;
Bi1l' and account collectors; Bookkeepers; Oashlers; Dentist's
orfice attendants; EXpress agents; EXpress messengers;
agslstants and attendants; Meil carriers; Messengers; Qffice
boys; Office machine operators; Physiclan's office attendants;
Railway mail clerks; Recelving clerks; Secretaries; Shipping
clerks; Station agents; Stenographers; Telegraph messengers; Tel-
egraph operators; Telephone operetors; Tlcket agents; Typlsts.

sales workers,--Includes Advertising agents end salesmen;
Auctioneers; Demonstrators; Hucksters; Insurance agents and bro-
xers; Newsboys; Peddlers; Real egtate agents and bhrokers; Stock
and bond salesmen,

Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers,--Includes An-
nealers; Bakers; Blacksmiths; Bollermakers; Bookbinders; Brickma-
sons; (abinetmakers; Carpenters; Cement finishers; Compositors;
Conerete rinishers; Coppersmiths; Cranemen; Derrickmen; Diemak-
ers; Die setters; Blectriclans; Electrotypers; Engravers; Excevab-
ing machinery operators; Forgemen; Glaziers; Goldsmiths; Grading
machinery operators; Heat treaters; Hoistmen; Lens grinders and
polishers; Lithographers; Locomotive engineers; Locomotive fira-
men; Log and lumber scalsrs and graders; Loom fixers; Maohinists;
Mechanics; Metal molders; Metal rollers; Metal roll hends; Mill-
ers; Millwrights; Motlon picture projectionists; Opticlans; Oorgan
tuners; Painters (construction and maintenance); Paperhangers;
Photoengravers; Plano tuners; Pipe ritters; Plasterars; ‘Plate
printers; Plumbers; Powsr llnemen and gservicemen; Printing press-
men; Road machinery operators; Roofers: -Sheet metal workers;
Shoemekers, except in factories;. Silversmiths; Slaters; Station-
ary engineers; Stereotypers; Stone carvers; Stone cutters; Stone-
masons; Structural metal workers; Tailors; Telegraph and tele-
phone linemen and servicemen; Tile setters; Tinsmiths; Tool
makers: Typesetters; Upholsterers; watchmakers; Window dressers.

Librayy -

"having no 1949 incone,
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Operatives and kindred workers.--Includes Apprentices; .
Asbestos workers; Auto service attendants; Blasters; Béatmen:
Bus conductors and drivers: Canalmen; Chauffeurs; Deck hands;
Deliverymen; Dressmakers; Dry cleanlng operatives; Dyers; Fruit,
nut, and vegstable graders and packers; Furnacemen; Insulation
workers; Laundry operatives; Meat cutters; Metal filers, grind-
ers, and polishers; Metal heaters; Milliners; Mine operatives and
laborers; Motormen; Palnters (except construction and mainte-
nance); Parking lot attendants; Photographic process workers;
Powdermen; Power statlon operators; Railroad brakemen and switche
men; Routemen; Sallors; Sawyers; Seamstresses; Smeltermen; Sta-
tionary firemen; Street railway conductors; Surveying chalnmen,
rodmen, and axmen; Taxlcab drivers; Textlle splnners; Textile
weavers; Tractor drlvers; Truck drivers; Welders.

Private household vworkers.~-Includes housekeepers and -
laundresses in private households.

Service workers, except priv&te household,~-Includes At~
tendants and ushers in amusement places; Bailiffs; Barbers; Bar-
tenders; Beauticiens; Boarding house keepers; Bootblacks; Brldge

tenders; Cherwomen; Cooks, except in private households; Detec-
tives: Doorkeepers; Elevator operators; Firsmen (fire protec-
tion); Fountain workers; Guards; Hospital attendents; Janitors;

Lodginghouse keepers; Manicurists; Marshals; Midwives; Pollcemen;
Porters; Practical nurses; Sextons; Sherlffs; Stewards; Walters;
Watchmen. )

Farm laborers and foremen.--Includes voth paid and unpaid
ramily farm laborers, and self-employed farm service laborers.

Leborers, except farm and mine,--Includes Carwashers;
Fishermen; Garage iaborers; Groundskeepers; Longshoremen; Oyster-
men; Raftsmen; Stevedores; Teamsters; Woodchoppers.

INCOME IN 1949

Incoms, a3 defined in the 1950 Census, 1s the sum of money
recelved, 1less losses, from the following sources: Wages or
salary; net income (or loss) from the operation of & farm, ranch,
business, or professicn; net income (or loss) from rents or re-
ceipts from rooners or hoarders; royaltles, Interest, dividends,
and periodic income Irom estates and trust funds; penslions;
veterans! payments, Armed Forces allotments for dependents, and
other zovernmental payments or assistance; and other income such
as comtributions for support from persons who are not members of
the household, allmony, and periodic receipts from insurance pol-
joles or annuities., The figures 1in this report represent the
amount of income recelved by persons before desductions Ior per-
gonal income taxes, social security, bond purchases, union
dues, etic.

Recelpts from the followlng sources were not included as in-
come: Money received from the sales of property unless ‘the recip-
1ent wes engaged 1n the business of selling such property; the
value of income 'in kind," such as food produced and consumed in
the home and free living quarters; withdrawals of bank deposits;
money borrowed; tax refunds; glfts; and lump-sum inheritance or
insurance peyments,

In this report, data are shown on lncome of the family head,
tamily income, and Iincome of unrelated individuals in 1949,
Family income 1ncludes the incomes of all family members 14 years
old and over ocombined, These statlstlcs ralate to total monsy
income and ere not comparable wlth those published from the 1940
Census, which were 1imited to wage and salary income.

The income tables for the United States include in the
lowest income group {under §1,000) about 1.6 million femilies and
gbout 1.8 mililon unrelated individuals who wers classx;‘fied as
as defined in the census, Many of these
were living on income '“in kKind," savings, or gifts, or were newly
created familles or families in which the sole breadwinner had
recently dled or left the household. A relatively large pro-
portion, however, probably had some monsy income which was not
recorded 1n the census. '
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RELIABILITY OF DATA

SAMPLE DESIGN

The data presented 1n this report are based on ssmples of
persongs enumerated in the 1950 Census of Population, Two dis-
tinct and lndependent samples were used: {1) A sample ldentified
as Sampls F, which varied in size in aifferent parts of the coun~
try, with an average sampling rate of about 2.4 percent; (2} an
approximately systematic sample of sbout 1 1/9 percent. The
headnotes accompanying sach table of this report state which sam-
ple was used as tha basls for the teble,

Both Sempls F snd the 1 1/9-percent sample were subsamples
of a 20~percent sampls, used for many of the basic tabulations
in the 19850 Census, which was selected In the following manner,
In-the 1950 Census, & separate line was provided on the popula-
tion schedule for each person enumerated, with every fifth line
designated as a sample 1ine, Flve versions of the schedule were
designed, and within each enumeration district the schedules werse
divided approximately equally among the flve versions. On each
vereslon the sample constituted a different set of lines; as a
result, each line on the schedule was in the sample in one of the
rive versions, (In 19 counties of Michigan and Chio, a differ~
ent sampling procedure was used, and the sample consisted basi=-
cally of all persons in every fifth household,} The data on the
number of femilies published 1in Volume II of the 1950 Census of
Population are based on the 20-percent sample,

The 1 llg—pef’oent sample comprises a gystematlc selection of

one-aighteenth of the famlly heads and unrelated indlviduals in
the 20-percent sample, ’

Sample F 1s a semple of famllles and consists, basically, of
a 1 1/9-percent sample of families in selected aress, a 2/3 of
l-percent semple in New York Cilty, &and & 3 1/3-percent sample in
the grezter part of the Unlted States. Sample F was obtained by
initially seleoting approximately every sixth person in the 20-
percent sample, and including data for the femily in the tebu-
lations, 1f the selected person was a famlly heed., In six of
the largest cities, howsver, & 1 1/S-percent sample was used.
Furthermore, in six of the moré populous States, a 1 L/9-parcent
sample was used 1In all terrltory outslde selected large olties;
in these selected cities (each with a populsetion of 100,000 %o
neerly 1,000,000) a 3 1/3-percent sample was used so that sep-
arate data could be presented Tor each such c¢lty. In another
six States a 1 1/9-percent sample was used in urban territory
outside selected large cities and a 3 1/3-percent sample in rural
territory. The 1 1/9-percent sample consisted of approximately
every selghteenth person In,the 20~percent sample, In New York

City, the sample consisted of approximately every thirtieth per-~ '

son in the 20-percent semple. The over-all proportions of persons
in the sample Tor the United States, by reglons and States,
and for the urban and rural parts of these areas, are shown in
table F,

Estimates based on the 1 1/9-percent sample ware prepared by
multiplylng the sample datae by 90. Estimetes besed on Samples F
wers obtained by inflating the sample results : by the factors
necessary to make the total number of households equel  to the
100~-percent counts of houssholds reported in the 1950 Census.
This inflatlon was done separately, by color, for the larger
citles, the urban and rural parts of standard metropolitan areas
outside these citles, and the urban and rursl balance of each of
the 48 States. The faotors wused for Iinflating +the number of

sample households were also ugsed for inflating the nurmber of
sample families,

Although the procedure estavlished for.the selection of the
gamples did not automatleally insure +that the number of persons,
households, or famllles for each sample would be vreclsely the
proportion of the total indicated by the sampling rete, the pro-
cedures were unblased, and for large areas the deviations from
these raties were expacted to be guite small, However, I1n mos
areas, thers was & slight undersanple in the 20-percent sample
which arose when the enumerator failed to follow his Instructlions
exactly. The shortage was found malnly among adult male‘s; for

‘of 20 that the difference

the Unlted States there was a shortege of 1.45 percent in the
estimate of males 25 years old and over based on the 20-percent
sample, The high degree of correspondence between adult males
and heads of households and familles resulted in a similar under-
count 1n the number of households and familiss 1in the sample,
which was reflected in Sample F and the 1 1l/9~percent sample,
The estimation procedure used for Semple F (using factors calw
culated to make the estlmated number of households sgree wilth the
complete census counts) 1s believed to have eliminated most of

-the effects of the undercount in datas based on this sample, The

sstimation procedure used for the 1 1/9-percent sample, however,
was not designed to accomplish the same purpose. The counts of
families %based on Smmple F are consequently usually somewhat
larger than those based on other samples, (See section on "In-
ternal condistency of date® for other reasons for differences,}
The shortagé has relatively 1ittle effect on the distributions
besed on the 1 1l/9-~percent sampie although the ebsolute numbers

are slightly understated,

Table F.~~-PERCENTAQE OF FAMILIES IN SAMPLE F

(In thome areas in wvhich a constant sampling rate was used, the percentaga of
femiliea in Sample F is either 3.3 or 1,1; in other territory, the peroent.
age is the welghted aversges of the rates in the parts covered by different
sampling fractions)

Aven ‘ ' fotal Urban Rural
United StateB,ivessassiorernonnesn 2.4 2.3 2.8
Regionas
Northeast,cessevireonserasasscanans 2.2 2.0 2.7
North Centralivssseessesaans .t 2.1 2.0 2.5
Southesssrraraasasnsoanrsvnonnacos 2.9 3.0 2.9
WeBbreesoresscassorsnssrsarnasesnn 2.5 2.2 *303
Statea:

California, 1.8 1.5 33
I1linois, 1.1 L.l 1
Towaanes 24 1.4 3.3
Kentuckyisee 1.4 1.9 141
Massachusetts 1.8 1.6 3.3
1.2 1.3 L)

2.8 244 | 3,2

2.0 1.8 3.3

1.1 1.1 1.1

1% 1.9 .3

TexXaBusvesssnnesssonnaness seansrans 1.7 2.1 1,1
WiBCONAIN s eaasrassnnsersrtenassose 2.5 1.8 3.3
ALY other StateBesevessssarsnassi'en 33 3.3 3.3

SAMPLING VARIABILITY -

Since the datse are besed on samples, they are subject to
sampling variavility., The chances are &bout 2 out of 3 that the
difference due to sampling variability between an estimate and
the figure that would have been cbtained from a complste count of
all households, families, or persons Ils less than the standard
error. The amount by which the standard error mustbe multipllad
to obtain other odds deemed mars appropriate can be found in most
statistical textbooks., For example, the chances are about 19 out
is less than twice the standard error,
and 99 out of 100 that it is less than 2 1/2 times the standard
arror.

Approximations 4$o the standard errors which apply to esti-
mates of the numbars of households, ramillies, of persons, or %o
percentages computed by using sample data - for both numerator and
denominstor cen be determined from the standard errors shown in
tebles G through J and the Information supplled in table X,
These tables contain standard errors for estimates of selected
sizes but linear interpclation will provide reasonably accurate
results for intermsdiate velues not shown., These tebles do not:
reflect any enumeration or processing errors, Inaddition, they
are based on the essumption thet the number 1in the class being
considered 1s distributed among areas with different sampling
tractions in approximately the seme proportion as the total POPU~—
lation. However, the standard errors computed by the use of
these tables are useful in indlcating the order of magnitude o
varigbility to be expected on the vasis of the sampling tech-—
nigues ussed. '
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The tables apply equally %o estimates of households, fam-
ilies, or persons, Tahle G shows the approximate standard error
of estimates of the number of femilies 1in specific classes in
wnich the erea of tabulation ls the entire United States, or the
urban or rural parts of the United States, The 'rural* column
should be used for either rursl-farm or rural-nonfarm character-
istics. Table H (used in conjunction with tebls K) contuins data
which can be used to provide estimates of standard errors of the
number of families for regions, Stutes, standard metropolitan
areas, and citles. In order to derlve the standard error for a
specific ares (or the vonwhite or urban or rural part of the
area), the column in teble H with a heading thet most closely
corresponds %o the number of familieg in this area should be
used; and the standard error in this column corresponding to the
size of the estimate is then to be nultiplied by the factor shown
in talle K for the specific area, Table J provides approximate
stendard errors for estinates of percentages computed by using
data for Sample F for both numerator and denominator. Table J
spplies only to stetistics for the total Unlted States, For com-
parable standard errors for other areus, the standard error for
the United States 1is to be multiplied Yy the factor in table K
which applies to the glven ares,

2A-156

under 18 (67.8 percent of the totul of 12,7684 famillss with
widowed male heads), The total number of familles 1n the Boston
Standard Metropolitan Area is 583,672,  Interpolation in table H
provides <the ftigure of 730 corresponding to the estimate of
11,218, Multiplying 730 by 1.2 (the factor for the Boston Stand-
gre Metropolitan Area shown in table K) results in 875 as the
standard error, A similar caleulation using tables J and K in-
dicetes that the 87.8 percent 1s subject to a standard error of
about 2.5 percentage points.

The standard errors obtained by the use of the tables are
not directly applicable to differences between two sample esti-
mates. The standard error of the difference. is approximately the
square root of the sum of the squares of each gtandard error con-
sidered separately. This formula will represent the actual
gtendard error quite accurately for the difference batwsan sep-
arate and uncorrelated characteristics although 1t is only a
rough approximation in most other cases,

Table G,—STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATES OF NUMBER OF FAMILIES, BY GOIOR, FOR THE
UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL

Standard Standard error for Samwple F
-
Illustration: Table 9 shows that in April 1950 there were Estinatod nurber  |[for 1 /0= ot ot
an estimated 12,866,236 families in the Unlted States. wlth two lseN;:‘n Tt F—— - PP T —
members (33,6 percent of the €, 453,391 tamilles). From linear o
interpolation between values in table G, 1t 1s found that the 1,600 200 200 250 20 250 250 200
standard error of an astimate of 12,886,236, hased on Sample I in 5:000::::;::::::::: 700 500 550 500 00 Py 450
the total United States, 1is about 20,900, Consequently, the 10,000, s crsesavnane 1,% L Z% N Zosg ggg . Zgg . '1r£ L ggg
, " 1 1
chances &pre sbout 2 out of 3 that the Tigure which would have 2;200 1;550 1:650 1:400 1;550 1;550 121.00
been obtained Trom & complete count of families with two family 3100 2,200 2300 2000 | 2,200 | 2300 | 1,000
members would have differed by less than 20,900 from the sample w00 | am0| 0| 3100 | 300 | 30 | 2d0
gtimate, It &lso follows that there 1s only about 1 chance in 3,7983 lg,% 3,300 lﬁ.,ggg Jg,ggg z;,g% ;,&
100 thet & complete census count would have differed by as much 21:800 uﬁaoo 15:100 11;300 L o o
as §2,250, that 1s, by about 2 1/2 tlmes the standard error. 16,600,000 10,800 w0 | 10,000 | 10,800
Table J indicates that the standard error of the B3.5 POTCONt ON | 1o'eooreorerierri| 35000 | 20,000 | 15,800 |  eee | i o
8 base of 38,463,391 is about 0,1, Table 39 shows that, in the gg,%,ggg......... 22,% gi,ogg 18,200 oen
Rogton Standard Metropolitan Area, there were an estimated 11,218 40:000:000::::::::: 52:900 11:200 ::: ::: ::: v
remilies whose heuds were widowed males with no own children
Table H,~-STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATES OF NUMBER OF FAMILIES BASED ON SAMPLE F, FOR RBGIONS, STATES, STANDARD METROPOLITAN ARFAS, OR CITIES
(Range of 2 chances out of 3, Multiplication of the standard errors in table H by the appropriate factors in toble K will yleld the standard erxora
for the partioular estimate required
Standard error if number of families in ares is*-—m
Eatimated number
25,000 100,000 250,000 500,000 1,000,000 5,000,000 10,000,000 15,000,000
B0uaanrearnasasrrasesissasasanse 150 150 150 150 150 150 150 150
1,0000¢ss0sroarnnsnrocenanenssres 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200
2,500, cssrsnnnrrsnsanseavisnir 300 350 350 350 350 50 350 350
5,000 s sevssnnnnonncasricinssrens 450 500 500 500 500 500 500 500
10,0004 000ssasnrsnnsrarsneraossns 550 650 700 700 700 700 700 700
450 1,000 1,050 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100 1,100
1,200 1,450 1,500 1,55 1,550 1,550 1,550
“ 850 1,800 2,000 2,100 2,200 2,200 2,200
seene 1,350 2,700 3,100 3,400 3,500 3,500
500,000 ¢snsenaversanvenise 1,900 3,800 4,800 4,900 4,900
1,000,000, s e000renaasaisien 2,700 6,400 6,700 6,800
2,500,000, v ssnvesennrenes 8,400 9,900 10,300
5,000,000 vessansssecntaisenves 6,100 11,900 13,300
10,000,0000 vsesseenesrsasorassoss 8,600 14,600
15,000,000 cecuessnssassisarssase 10, 500

1 por estimates of total families, use the colum with a heading corresponding closest to the total number of families in the arem under consideration.
mates of nonwhite familiea, use the colum with o heading corresponding 1o the total number of nonwhite families in the aren.

For estd-
The sres should be considered the total

aren, or the urben or rural part, corresponding to estimates of characteristics which could be held by all families, or urban or rural {amilies only.

Table J.~—STANDARD ERRCR OF 'ESTIMATED PERCENTAQE BASED ON SAMPLE F, FOR THE UNITED STATES

(Range of 2 chances out of 3. Multiplication of the standard errors in table ¥ by 1.39 will yield the stondard errors of United States estimates based on the 1 1/9~
percent pample; multiplication by the spprapriate factors in table K will yield the atandard errors of estimates based on Sample F, for other areas

gtandard error if base of percentage lg--
Estimated percentage
? # 5,000 25,000 100, 000 250,000 500,000 1,000,000 10,000,000 25,000,000
200 Burssscrasoneantranrnarranse 14 0.6 0.3 0,2 0.1 e e iy
500 9usesreasisnasatvasinersers 2,2 1.0 9,5 0.3 0.2 0.1 0,1 e
10 or issrsovsesssntssasssnnsnn 3,0 ! 1.3 0.7 0.4 0,3 0.2 0.1 o
25 OF 75uceesavenevnasestrsanenss 43 1.9 1.0 0.6 0.4 Q.3 0.1 0.1
B0yeesesssrrsnrasasacnansnanssnee 5.0 2.2 1.1 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.1
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Table K,~-FACGTORS T0 APPLY TO VALUES IN TABLES H AND J TO DERIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR SPECIFIED TYPES OF AREAS
Aven Total || Urban | Rural free . gl Aren united || North- | Newir| Soutn | wemt
United States... 1.0 1,1 0.8 STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREAS Totaleissanosassoannnsorsancansas 1.0 1.1 1.1 0.8 (%
OF 250,000 OR MORE
REGIONS Albany-Schenectady~Troy, Nu Yeesoveees 1.2 INSIDE AND QUISIDE STANDARD
Doton; MaBB.sseesrsrseasscansas 1.2 METROPOLITAN AREAS OF
Nartheaste,oeeveers| L[ 13| 0,0 Gonton, Oho..... - 30,000 OR MORE
" y . f
Nowth Centraliesesse 1.1 1.1 0.9 payion, Ohfo 1.0
SOUthe anusnnsesreres 0.8 0.8 0.8 Fling 'Mloh pea e 10 Inside standard metropolitan aress of
WeBtygusessnanmennne| 0,9 [ 20| 071 goo Baggantte bt 50,000 OF MOT@sasssrareseserisannronal L1 1.1 L1 0.8 1.2
Crand :'mpma ‘Mien o Ingide oities of 100,000 or more,... 1.1 1.2 1.0 0.7 1.8
Tos Angales 'Calil‘. . 1'3 Ouigide oities of 100,000 or more... 1.0 0.9 1,2 0.8 o8
STATES Louisville ’Ky sresrrevvene 1‘0 Outside stendard metropolitan areas of
s K¥essscrsannrscrsnsnnasses . 50,000 or more, eeenevarens 0.9 1.1 0.9 0.8 ﬁ-g
New York-Northenstern New Jersey,....s L4 Urboneae saeves 1.0 1.2 1,1 0,8 e
Galiformia,eevesrert L3l 22| 07 poorda, Tllisercirsecesreniosesornons| Lol BUFBLe ey escrsnsreensesonnsanasnonts] 0.0 0.9 0.9 0.8 F
0'9 1'2 0'7 San Bernardino, Calif L%
M - N San Jose, Calif 1.2
Keniuelyss v v ons Noae 1.1 1.2 f veensvsnanbaiierseriees .
Masoachunetia, e sssse .1 I 0w Springf{ield-Holycke, Mass.... 1,1 INSIDE AND QUTSIDE STANDARD
e Utica-Rome, Ne Yosaesonrsoer 1.1 METROPOLLITAN AREAS OF
Miohigamiuesvuserare| L2 [l 22| 2.2 Wheeling W, va..-Steubenville, Ohia..) L1 250,000 OR MORE
Minnesotascsvaresasn 0.8 1.0 Q.7 ety ogther ? . 0'9
Hew Jersey,.... l.t 1.1 0.7 arafesTsesresenasserees . Inaide standard metropolitan areas of
L Hew Yorkeesesoee 1. 1.4 1.2 - 250,000 OF MOrC.sisrnaransasanrersras 1.1 ver “en s
OhlOnaarssernse il Tl 12 GLTIES OF 100,000 OR MORE nside cities of 100,000 or more.,..| 1.1 vre
Boaton, MaBByessessasncecvarnsovacrsan 1.2 Outglde cities of 100,000 or more... 1.1 e ren oo s
TeXB8assrseensorrensl Lal 1.1 1,2 Chicago, Illesees ceneres © 1.3 Outside standard metropolitan areas of
Winconsin, ceeussaene 0.9 1,1 0.7 Cleveland, OBlCuuasassesnse 1.3 250,000 OF MOTSesnvsernnssestastonins 0.9 e ves “en e
A11 other States,... 0.7 0,7 0.7 Detrolt, Hichiesessaearesss 1.3 Ineide cities of 100,000 or more.... 0.7 ces .rn
Los Angeles, Calif,,.. 1,3 Outalde cities of 100,000 or more,.. 0.9 res see e o
New York, N. Y... 1.7
San Francisco, Ce 1.3
ALl OtheTiervnansriene 0.7
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