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PREFACE

This report presents statistica on characteristics of women in the United States in
1950 who had ever been married, classifled by duration of their ocurrsnt merital stabus and
age at which they entered thelr current marital status. These statlstics provids informe~
tion on the number of children ever born, the numbsr of years of school completed, and the
1sbor force status of women who had besn married, separated, divorced, or widowed for
specified periods of time.

The data are based on tabulations of samples of the returns obtaiped in the Seven-
teenth Decennlsl Census of the population of the United States, 1vs territorles emd pos-
segsions, conducted as of April 1, 1950, Provision for the Seventeenth Decenylal Cansus
was made in the act providing for the Fifteenth and subsequent decennisl cenpuses, 8p-
proved June 18, 1829, The major portion of the information compiled from the Jensus of
Population of 1930 sppears in Volume I, Number of Inhabitants, and in Volume 11, Chergo-
teristics of the Population. These two volumes contain statistics for regions, divisions,
States, and parts of States, &s well as for the country as & whols,

This is one of a series of reperts (Saries P-E bullstins) which cormrize Volume v,
Special Reports, and which supplement the information contained in Volumes I and I1I. Tails
bulletin constitutes Chapter E of Part 2 of Volume IV,

The materials presented hers were prepared under the supervigion of Howard G.
Brunsman, Chief, Populaticn ard Housing Thviglon, and Dr. Henry 8. Shryook, Jr., Assisvant
Chief- for Populetion Statistles, with ihe assistance of Edvin D. Goldrield, then Program
Coordinator. They were prepared by Dr. Paul C. Glick, chlef, Soclal Statistics Braoch.
The compilatlon of the statistics was under the dirsction of Robsrt B. Volgnt, Azpisbant
Chisf for Operations, assisted byMorton A. Meyer, Lawrenss A, Margetti, willimm 5. Gibson,
and Leah S. Anderson. Sampling procedures were under the direction of Joseph Stainbere,
Chisf, Statistical Sampling Branch, assisted by Joseph wWeksberg and Alpert Mindlin. The

technical sditorial work and planning weve under the supsrvision of Mildred M. Russell,

assisted by Loulse L. Douglas. The collection of the informetion on wolsh these statis-
tice were based was under the supervision of Lowell T. Gelf, then Chlef, F131§ m;ii&fm-
and the tabulations were under the supervision of C. F. Van iken, Chisf, Machine TRLWIE~

tion Division,

May 1958,
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Duration of Current Marital Status

GENERAL

This report presents statistics on the soclal and economic
eharacteristics of women who had been married, separated, di-
vorced, or widowed for specified pericds of time before the date
of enumeratlon in the 1950 Census. These characterigtlcs include
¢color, farm residence, number of times married, age at marriage
{separation, widowhood, or divorce), age of husband at merriage,
number of children ever born, education, and labor force status.

The rigures in this report provide a basis for analyzing the
characteristics of women who had remained in their current mari-
tal status for successive periods of time, The statistics should
be usetul in the study of the 1ife cycle of the family, the num-
ber of dependents of women wlth broken marriages, end varlous
factors asgsociated with stability of marriage. The date pre-
sented on women who had entered their current marital status
during the two years preceding the 1950 Census can be used ds
mimerators in the caleculation of approximate first marriage rates,
separation rates, divorce rates, and widowhood
rates within age groups, education groups, groups according to
number of children ever born, and labor forcs particlipatlon
groups, Denominators for such rates can be obteined from other
reports of the 1950 Census.

In all of the tables, the data on duration of current mari-
tal status are classified by the age at which the woman entered
her current marital status. This classification makes possible
the study of age at marriage, remarriage, etc., by social. charac-
teristics angd by duration of current maritel status. Furthermors,
the tables present gata ror all women and, separately, for non-
white women; figures for white women can be obtained by subtrac-~
tlon, Similar detail is shown in all tables for the United States
as a whole, for urban and rural-nonfarm areas combined, and for
rural-farm areas,

Although the originel plans called for the presentation of
similar data for both men and women, the statistics in this
report are limited to information on women, It has not been
femsible to tabulate data for men because of budget consider-
ations and processing problems, despite the fect that such tabu-
lations would be equally userul. Statlistics could be tabulated
for men on occupation, lncoms, and number of children under 18
years of age, as well as education and employment status.

The statistics were limited to women 15 to 59 years old be-
ceuse the tabulations were produced from the edited 1950 fer-
tility punch cards which covered this age range only. Insofar as
the data are used for the study of marriage and remarriage, this
restriction is relatively unimportant, because very Iew women
marry after the age of 60 years.

The tables 1n this report are organized according to the
marital status of the woman et the time of the 1950 Census. Thus
a geries of tebles 1s presented for women married once and hus-~
band present and other series ars presented for remarried women
with husband present, ror married women with husband absent, for
separated women, for divorced women, and for widows.

The statistics are based on tabulatlons of sample returns
of the Seventeenth Decennial Census of Population, taken as of
April 1, 1950, The sample from which the data were tebulated is
designated as Sample C. Those for women married once and hugband
Present are based on & subsample of about 1.0 percent and statis-
tles Tor women in all of the other marital status categories are
based on the entire sample of about 2.4 percent. (A& subsemple of

the punch cards was uged for women married once with husband prag-
ent because 1t was more economiosl to obtain the date Trom such
8 subsample and because the number of cards in the subsample for
this maritel status group was largs in comparison with the number
of cardg in the full sample for each of the other marital status
groups.) A fuller discussion of the sampling aspects of the data
18 given in the section below on "Rellabllity of data,!

RELATED REPORTS

1950 Census reports,--Thig report supplements the intor-
mation on marital status contained in Chapters B and ¢ of Vol~
ume II of the 1950 Census of Population. Chaptsr B contains date
on marital status based on & complete count for Statey, standard
metropoliten arees, urbanized areag, cities, and counties. In
Chapter C, cross-classifications of marital status Dby age are
ghown for States, standard metropolitan aress, and large clties;
these statistics are based on the 20-percent sample.

Additional statistics on merital status are presented in many
or the speciml reports of the 1960 Census of Population, {See
118t of publications on page IV,) The reports on "Marital Status"
and “YFertility," and the forthcoming report on "General Charaoc-
terigtics of Families," contain materials most closely related to
those in the present raport, The report on fertility contains
figures on duration of first marrisge, bub the present report lg
the only 1950 Census report which containg data on duration of
remarrisge, separation, divoree, and widowhood; none of these sub~
jects has ever been treated before In a decennial census report.

1040 Census reports.--Statistlies on duration of first mar-
riege and age at first marriage for 1840, and on duration of first
marriage for 1910 were published in the 1940 reports which appear
under the general title Differentlal Fertillty--1940 and 1910,

Current Population Reports.--The Bureau of the Census con-
ducts every month the Current Populatlion Survey. In April 1948,
speclal questions were included on nunber oOf times married and
duretion of current marital status; the statistica derived from
these questions were published in the Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, Nos. 21, 23, and 26, In April 1953 end 1954 and
June 1954, additionsl data on meritel status were colleoted by
the Bureeu of the Census, in cooperation with the National Office
of Vital Statistics. In one or more of these surveys, data vere
obtained on year of merriage, numbér of times married, age at
first marrisge, previous marital status, duratlon of previous
marital status, and related subjects, The results of these sur-
veys are being published by the Natlonal Office of Vital Statis-
tiocs in 1ts Vital Stetlstics--Speclal Reports. '

The statistics provided by the Current Population Burveys
are, in general, designed %o be comparable with the data for the
United States obtalned in the decennial population censusea. The
actual comparabllity of the statlstics on marital status is dis-
cussed 1n the section on "Definitions and explanations” of the
special report of the 1950 Census of Fopulation entitled "Marital
Status." .

INTERNAL CONSISTENCY OF DATA

In the 1950 Census of Population, many or the data wers ob-
tained from the enumeration of the total populatlon; however,
date on some of the items shown in the present report were bhased

2E-8




2E+4

on Information from a sample of the population. Thus, number of
times married and duration of current merital status were col-
lected on a 3 1/3~percent sample bagls and years of school com~
pleted was collected on a 20~percent sample basis;
presence of spouss, Tor marrled persons, was initially procegsed
on a 20~-percent semple bvasis., As indicated earlier, the gtatig-
ties in the present reporit were tabulated from Sample C. Accord-
ingly, hecsuse of sampling variablllity and certain small biasss,
degoribed in the section on "Reliability of data," differences
may -be expectad among figures obtained from the complete count,
the R20-percent sample, the 3 l/3-percent sample, and Sample C,
In the pregent report, most of the ma jor totals have been adjusted
to agree with corresponding figures in the gpecial report of the
1960 Census of Population entitled "Fertility," which were also
based on Sample C.

DEFINITIONS AND

The definltions of the major concepts used in the 1950 Cen~
sug are glven below. Several of these derinltions differ from
those used in 1940, These changss wers made after consultation
with useras of census data 1in order %o improve the statistice,
aven though 11 was recognized thet comparabllity would be ad-
versely affected. In many cases, the new definitions were tested
in connection with the Current Population Survey; and, where
Teaslble, measures of the 1mpact of the change on the statistics
vere developed,

For a complete discussion of the derinitlons of concepts used
in the 1950 Census, the quality of the data, and the problems of
comparability with earlier censug datm, ses Volume II, Character~
1stlcs of the Population, Part 1, Unlted States Summary, or the
Serles P-B and P-C United States Summary bulletins., The 1950
Population Census schedule and the major part of the Ingtructlons
to enumerators are also reproduced in Volume II, Part I.

MARITAL STATUS

In the 19560 Census, data on marital status are based on re-
plies tHo the question, "Is he now married, widowed, divorced,
separated, or [has he] never [been/ married?' The classification
refers to the gtatus at the time of emumeration, Persons classi-
tled ss "married" comprise, thererors, both those who have baen
‘marriad only once and those who remarried after having been
widowed or divoroced. FPersons reported es separated or in common-
-lev marriages are classiftled =38 married. Those reported as never
merried or with annulled marriages are classified as single.
Since 1t 1s probable that some divorced persons are reported as
single, married, or widowed, +the census returns doubtless under-
gtate somewhat the actual number of divorced persons who have not
remarried,

The category "Married" i1s further divided into
spouse pregent! and 'married, spouse sbsent." = A person is clag-
sifled &8s “married, spouse present"” 1f the person's husband or

- Wlfe was reported a3 a member of the household or quasi household
in whlch the person was enumerated, even though he or she may have
been temporarily absent on business or vacation, visiting, ina
hoapltal, etoc., at the time of the emumeration.

"married,

Persons reported as aeparated are shown as one subdivislon of
the group deslgnated as "married, spouse ebsent."” Separated per-
sons include those with legal separations, those living apart with
Intentions of obtaining a divorce, and other married persons perma-
nently or temporarily estranged from their spouse because of mari-
tal discord, The group "other married, spouse absent" includes
married persons employed and llving for several months at & con-
siderable distance fromthelr homes, those whose spouse was absent

-'in the Armed Forces, in-migrants whose spouse remained in another
area, husbands or wives of imnmates of institutions, and all other
married persons (except those reported as separated) whose place
of residence was not the same as that of their spouse. All mar-
ried inmates of lngtitutions are c¢lassified as married, spouse
abgent, even though thls disposition may be contrary to the facts
in a few cases, : :

moreover,-

SPECIAL REPORTS

AVAILABILITY OF UNFUBLISHED DATA

Some of the data obtalned from the tabulations on which the
tables in this report are based have not been published, The
tables show the full detail tabulated for the United States as a
whole; the same detall was also tabulated for esch of the two
Tarm-residence groups but, because of the smll Trequencles
in certain tables, -abridged data are veing publishad in thls
report.,

The tabulated, but unpublished,
avallable, upon request, for the cost of ftranscription or
consolidation. Requests for such unpublished material ghould
bs addressed to the Director, Buresu of the Census, Washing-
ton 26, D, C.

statistics can be made

EXPLANATIONS

For comment on the quallty of the data on marital status 1in
the 1960 Census, see the sectlon on "Definitions and explone-
tions' in the special report entitled "Marltal Status."

NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED
The elagsification by number of times married 1is bused o
replies to the question, *"Has thils person been married more than
once?" For the approxlmately 7 percent of the persong with no re-
port on this question, an appropriate entry was assigned by means
of a prorating process based on a special natlonal gampls of 195
Censug data for approximately 60,000 women for whom informstlon
on this subject was reported.

TDURATION OF CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

Persons who had ever been married were asked to report th
number of years <they had been in thelr current marital astatus,
For married pergons the question wag, ''How many years since this
pergon wag (last) married?t For widowed persons the question was,
"How many years since this person was widowed?™' Parallsl [ues-
tions were agked of divorced and separsated personsg. A space v
provided for entering the number of years, but in addlition a check
box was provided for answers of 'Leas than 1 year™ in order f
reduce the number of nonreports on the questlon. (The results o
some of the items in earlier censuses suggest that enumerators
frequently rfail to make a written entry of "O" when that is the
appropriate entry,) )

An inspection of the 1950 Census results indicates an zppar
ent underreporting of women in thelr firgt marrleges for 'lesw
than 1 year" and "1 year." This type of blas could mve arisw
from a varlety of possihle ressons, ranglng from the tendency to
round upward a major fraction of a vear to the tendency to exag
gerate the duration of marriage in order to prevent susplefion tht
any of the children may have been concelved before mareinge, I
cages of the latter type, the errors of reporting may have et
ceeded one year. The peak observed for marriages of three years'
duratien, however, 1s in accord with the peak years of postWar
marriages, 1946 and 1947. For the approximately 9 psrcent of the
persong with no report 'on duration of marriage, separation, d-
vorce, or widowhood, an estimate was made on the basis oI data
from the 1960 Census for & national sample of about 60,00 wone
for whom information on this subject was reported.

Median duration of current marital status.--Medlans are pre
gented in connection with data on duration of firat merriage, re
marriage, separation, divorce, and widowhood. The median 1g
value which divides the distribution into two squal partg--one
half of the cases falling below this value and one-halr of
cases exceeding this value. In computing these medlans, conver
tlonal class intervals were used; for exampls, women reportin
that they had been married three years were assumed 10 hmve beb
married between 3.0 and 3.9 years. (See sectlon bLelow on Yage
occurrence of current mrital status! for a discusslon of I1im!
of the interval which contains the medlan age at marrisge, )
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AGE AT OCCURRENCE OF CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

This report presents figures on the approximate age at last
marriage for women who were married at the time of the census;
similarly, figures are shown on age at separation for women who
were separated at the time of the census, on age at divoree for
divorced women, and on age at widowhood for widows, The manner
of depriving the flgures from the detsiled tebles 1in this report
and ‘the types of problems involved are the same for all marital
stetus classes. To simplify the discussion in the followlng
paragraphs, it 1s restricted to age at marriage.

The approximate age of a married woman at the time of her
current marriage was derived by subtracting the number of (com-
pleted) years in her current marriage from her asge (in completed
vears) as of the census date. Thus, if a women reported that she
had been marriedq for three yesrs and that she was 23 years old at
the time of the enumeration, her reply was interpreted, in the
tabulation process, as indicating that she had been 20 years ald
when she married. ° This inference is only approximate, however,
As shown below, there is & possible range of almost two years in
the exact ages of such women at marriage, Furthermore, the
single years of age at marrizge shown in the tables represent
midpoints, rather than the lower limlts of one-year intervals as
in conventional tables showing age distributions. One way to
have avolded this irregular procedure would have been to have
adopted the equally irregular procedure of designatlng the inter-
vals by half years, such as 19.5 to 20.4 in place of 20, and 22.5
to 24.4 in place of 23 and 24. The Tollowing figures, using the
ages cited above, illustrate this point:

1, If age in full years at sensus las "a3"

years, the rangs of exaot ages 18...... 23.00 - 23,99 years

2., If duration of marriage la "3“ years, the
range of exact durations 18.....ssseev.  3.99 = 3,00 years

3. The limits of the range of exaot ages at
marriage are, therafore...icsveessssces

4, The midpoint of age at marriage iB...caue

5. The limits of the single year of ags at
marriage contalning this midpoint ere.. 19,80 ~ 20. 49 years

6, These limits are one-half year below the oonventional limits
used for "age 20."

19,01 - 20,99 years
20,00 years

Medlsn age at marriage.-~The medlan ages &t marriage shown
in this report are affected by the average differsnce (noted
above) of one-half year between ‘the intervals shown for age at
marriage and the intervals conventionally shown in sge digtri-
vutlons. In order %o give the median ages at marriage published
in this report a conventional interpretation, they were computed
as ir the 1imits of the intervals of age at marrisge had been
one-half yeer lower than thogse shown in the dstalled tables.
Moreover, the medign ages at marrisge derived from data on dura-
tion of marriage and age at census should be regarded as approxl-~
mations, just as the distributions of age at marriage from This
source are approximetions.

For many reasons, it {s probably possible to kmow the median
age at marriage in 1950 only on an approximaete basis, Vital sta-
tlstics on.age.at merriage would probably be a better source than
census statistics for this measure if it were not for the fach
that the vital statlstics are available for selected States only.
Besides the median ages at marrisge shown in the prasent report,
others may be estimted indirectly from different samples of the
1950 Census returns on the basls of distributions by age and mar-
1tal status and the medians based on one method or source will
dirfer from those based on another method or source. All of the
sources have inherent weaknesses., If census data had been ob-
tained in 1950 on the basis of one or more questions on age at
marriage, the medians computed from such data would have also
been subjest to blases due to attrition by death and divorce,
errors of reporting, etc. If the principal interest is the study
of dirferential ages at merriage among social and economic groups,
however, almost any of the various sources and methods of measure~
ment provide sufficlently precise results for analyticel pur-
poses., In such a study, however, figures obtained by different
methods or from different sources should not ordinarily be com-
pared. If the main interest is the study of time trends in age

‘per of single
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at first marriage, perhaps the best source in theory is one that
does not exist, namely, vital statistics showlng age at first
marriage for all native women 1In the United States who wers born
in successive years and who married in successive later years, up
to the time when virtually no additional rirst marriages ars
expacted for the cohort.

Even though the median age at marriage is & very useful con-
cept for comparing one group with another or for making trend
anelyses, a thorough understanding of age at marriage includes a
gtudy of the entire range of ages at marriage &nd not only the .
central tendency., One measure of dispersion, the quartils, 1s
shown in teble 3 for ages of husband and wife at first marriage.
The rirst quartile of an age distridbution 1s the age below which
one-rourth of the cases fall; the third quartile of an age dis-
tribution is the age above which one-fourth of the cases rall.

TFARM RESIDENCE

In this report, the population is divided by 'farm residence"
1nto two groups: (1) Urban and = rural-nonfarm population and
(2) rural-tarm population. According to the new definition that
wag adopted for use in the 1950 Census, the urban population com-
prises all persons living in ({a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more incorporated as cities, boroughs, end villages, (b) lncorpo-
rated towns of 2,600 inhabitents or more except in New England,
New York, and Wiscongin, where "fowns" are simply minor clvil
divisions of counties, (c) the densely settled urban fringe, in-
cluding both incorporated and unincorporated areas, around ci vles
of 60,000 or more, and (d) unincorporated places o 2,500 inhablt-
ants or more outside any urban fringe. The remaining population
is classified ag rural.

The rural-farm population includes all-persons 1iving on
rerms in rural areas without regard to occupation.  In determin-
ing farm and nonfarm residence, however, certain special groups
wore clagsified otherwise than in earlier censusss. Persons liv-
ing on what might have been oconslidered rarm lend were classiflied
as nonrarm if they pald cash rent for thelir homes and ysrds only.
Persons in ingtitutions, summer camps, "motels," and tourlst
camps wers clamssified &g nonfarm, In thla report gepargate data
are presented for the rural-farm population rather than for the
total Tarm population since virtunelly all of the Tarm population
ia located Iin rural arsas and since other census data are nearly
always presented in thls manner.

The rurel-nontarm population includes all persons living
outside urban areag.who do not live on farma, The rural-nonfarm
population comprises persons living In a varlety of types of
residences, such ag isolated nonfarm homes in the open country,
villages and hemlets of fewer than 2,500 inhabitants, and some of
the fringe areas surrounding the smeller incorporated areas.

COLOR

The term “color" refers bHo the division of the population
into two groups, white end nonwhitve, The group designated ag
nponwhite" conalsts of Negroes, Indlans, Japaness, Chinese, and
other nonwhite races.

CHILDREN EVER BORN

The data on women by number of children ever bvorn were de-
rived from answers 1o the question, "How many children hes she
gver borne, not counting stillbirths?' A check box was provided
for repties of "None." This question was asked only oI women re-
ported as married, widowed, or divorced; but data from other
studies made by the Bureau of the Cemsus show 8 much smaller num-
(never-married) women with young ochildren than
would be expected - from a comparison of the results with statis-
tics of illegltimate births. It 1ig reasonabls to infer, there-
fore, that probably most of the single mothers wWhose children are
1iving with them report themselves 1in & census &s married {(in-
cluding separeted), widowed, or divorced, When single mothers
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eventually marry, some of them may report that they had been mar-
ried more than once. Despite these and other limitations, it is
thought that most of the reports on the number of children ever
born were accurate. For the approximately 9 percent of the women
who did not report or the number of children ever borm, an esti-
mate weg made on the basis of data Zfrom the 1960 Census ror a
nationel sample of about 60,000 for whom information on this sub-
Ject was reported. (An explanation of the estimation procedure
is given in the appendix of the special report of the 1950 Census
of Population entitled "Fertility.")

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

The data on years of school completed were derived from the
combination of answars to two questiong: (a) "What 1s the highest
grade of school that he has attended? and (b}  "Did he finish
this gradet™

The question on educational attainment applied only to prog-
ress in regular schools. Such schools are public, private, or
parochigl schools, either day or night, full time or part time--
that is, those schools where enrollment may lead to an elementary
or high school diploma, or to & college, university, or profes-
sional school degree. Schooling obtained through a correspond-
ence course wag counted only if the course was given by a regular
school, such as & university, and the person received credit
thereby in the regular school system. )

The guestion on highest grade of school attended c¢alled for
the highest grade attended, regardless of "skipped" or "repeated"
grades, rather than the number of full school years which the
person had spent in school.

The question on completion of highest grade wes to be an-
swered "Yes" if the person had completed the full grade. If a
person was still attending school in that grade, hed completed
only & half grade, or had dropped out of or falled to pass the
lagt grade attended, the required answer was "No." In this re-
port, persons who failed to report on completion of the grade
were agsumed to have finished,

SPECIAL REPORTS

LABOR FORCE STATUS

The labor force includes all persons 14 years old and ovgp
clagsified ag employed or unemployed, as described below, apg
also members of the Armed Forces (persons on active duty with the
United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast
Guard) . The present report, however, shows data on labor Torge
status for women 15 to 59 years old only. The 1850 date on em-
ployment status pertain to the calendar week preceding the enu-
merator's visit, which is described as the census week.

Employed persong comprlse civilians who, during the censug
week, were elther (&) "at work'--those who did any work TOr pay
or profit, or worked without pay for 15 hours or more on a family
farm or in a family business; or (b) "with a job but not at
work"-~those who did not work and were not leoking for work bug
had & Job or business from which they were temporarily absent be-
cause of vacation, illness, industrlal dispute, bad weather, or
layoff with deflnlte instructions %0 return to work within 3o
days of layoff. Also included as "with a Job" are persons who
had new jobs to which they were scheduled %o report within 3o
days. In this report, these two categories are comblined and
shown as "Employed,"

Unemployed persons comprise civillans who were not at work
during the census week but were elther looking for work or would
have been looklng for work except that (a) they were temporarily
111, (b) they expected to return to a job from whiech they had
been lald off for an indefinite period, or (¢} they belleved
no work was available in their community, or 'in their line or
work.

Persons not 1in the labor force comprise civiliang 14 years
of age and over who are not ¢lagsifled as employed Or uhem-
ployed, including persons doing only 1ncidental unpald ramily
work .(less than 15 hours during the census week). Included in
this group are persons primarily engaged in their own home house-

work, students, seuasonal workers in an “off" season, the re-
tired, persons unable to work, the voluntarily idle, inmwates of
institutions, and persons not reporting on thelir employment

status.

RELIABILITY OF DATA

SAMPLE DESIGN

The data presented in thls report are baged on a sample of
ever-mapried women who Were enumerated in the 1950 Census of
Population. This sample, deslgnated as Sample C, consisted of
about 2.4 percent of all ever-marrisd women and was used Initially
for tebulating data whlch have been published in the special
raport of the 1950 Census of Population entitled "Pertility." In
the present report, the statistics for women in merital status
classes other than merried once and husband present were obtained
Trom the entire number of such women in Sample C; for women mar-
ried once and musband present, a subsample of Sample C (which
regulted in a sample of about 1.0 percent of all women married
once and husband present) wag used.

In selecting Sample C a semple of all ever-married womsn was
established from a subsample.of the basic 20-percent sample which
had been designated for the 1950 Census. This 20-percent semple
was selected as follows: In the 1950 Census, & separate line was
provided on the population schedule for each person ehumerated,
with every rifth line designated as o sample line, TFive versions
of the schedule were deslgned, and within each enumeration dis-
trict the schedules were divided approximately equally among the
Tive versions. On each version, the sample constituted a dir-
Terent set of lines; &8s = result, each line on the schedule was
in the sample 1n one of the five versions. {In 19 counties of
Michigan and Ohlo, a different sampling procedure was used and
the sample consisted of all women in every fifth household. )}

A 3 1/3-percent sample was designated consisting of approxi-
wately every sixth person in the 20~-percent sample. In six ot

the more populous States, however, a 1 1/9-percent sample vas
used in all territory outside selected large cltiles; in ancother
gix States a 1 1/9-percent sample was used in urban tberrltory
outside selected large citles, and & 3 1L/B-percent sample in the
rural territory. The 1 1/9-percent sample congisted of approxi-
mately every 18th person 1n the 20-percent sample. In New York
Clty, the sample consisted of approximately every 30th person in
the RO-percent sample,

In the tabulation of the data, however, information was
used from- a somewhat smaller muwber of ever-married women than
these sampling fractions would indicate. Lack of some utypes of
information in the 1initial enumsration and certain processing
problems reduced the number of women 1in the sample with com-
plete information to about 80 percent of the complste samplé.
The remaining 20 percent were replaced by replications of ac-
ceptable cards. The over-gll proportions of sver-married women
in the sample for the United States, by regions and States, are
summarized in table A, (More detailed information on the deslgn
of Sample C 1s given 1in the special report on "Fertility't re-

" ferred 0 above.)

Estimates for women married once and husband present were
obtained by inflating the sample results by the reciprocals of
the sampling fractions., This was done separately Tor each type
of area 1n which a difrferent sampling fraction was used, The
estimation procedure used %o inflate the sample results for women
Other than those married once and husbend present bad as the
ultimate effect a result about the same as if the reel procalg of
the sampling fractions had been used,
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Table A,-~PERCENTAGE OF EVFR-MARRIED WOMEN IN SAMPLE

{In thoge areas in which a constant sampling rate was used, the percentages for
women married once and husband present are either 1.0 or 0.9, and for other women
ever morried either 3.3 or 1.1 percent; in othar territory, the percentages are
the weighted avernges of the rates in the parta covered by different sampling

fractions)
azea ‘ wcmﬁﬁﬂg:ﬁf;ﬂﬂ::ﬁi and Other women ever marrded
Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
United Stotefsasess 1.0 0,9 2.0 2.4 2.3 28
REOIONS
Horthetsteasessessrnnnseras 0,9 0.9 1.0 23 2.0 2.7
North Sentral, cunngen 1.0 0.9 1.0 2,1 2.0 2,5
Southesecens PPN 1,0 1.0 1.0 3.0 3,0 3,0
WeBtaearserarararsnvavensas 1.0 1.0 1.0 2,5 2.1 3.3
BTATES
CRLIfOrnla.escasesssssasany 0.9 0.9 1,0 1.8 1.5 3.3
0.9 0.9 0.9 L1 1.2 1,1
1.0 0,9 1.0 24 L4 3,3
0,2 0.9 0.9 1.4 1.9 .1
0,9 0.9 1.0 1.8 1.6 3,3
Michigan,soseersaesaonessne 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.2 1.3 1,1
Minnesota....eveieeasneees 1.0 1,0 1.0 2,8 R4 3.3
New Jersey,. 0.9 0.9 1,0 2.0 1.8 3.3
Kew York.... 0.8 0.8 0.9 1.1 L1 L1
OhiCieensensssacsaransosnea 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.7 1.8 1.1
TOXABeatvurnososssarnsarrss 0.9 0,9 0.9 1,9 2,2 1,1
Wi8CONBINsasasovosassannss 1.0 0.9 1.0 244 1.8 3.3
ALl other Statef,cveesessss 1.0 1.0 1,0 3.3 3.3 3,3

T1llustretion: Table 2 shows thet of the 2,053,100 wvomen
married once and husband present who married A1 ages 14 to 16
years, 44,900 were married for less than one year in 19850 (2.2
percent of the 2,053,100). From linear interpolation betwsen
values in the first column of table B, 1t is rfound that +the
standard error of the estimate of 44,900 1s about 2,360, Conse-
quently, the chances are avout 2 out of 3 that the figure thet
would have been cbtained from a complete count of the women in
this marital class differa Dy less than 2,360 from the sample
egtimate, It also follows that therse is only about 1 chance in
100 that & complete census would differ by as much as 5,900, that
13, by 2 1/2 times the standard error. It may be estimated rrom

" table ¢ <Yhat the standard ervor of the 2.2 percent on & base of

2,083,100 is gbout 0.2 percent.

The standard errors obtailned by the use of tavles B and ©
are not directly aspplicable %o differences hetween two sample

" egtimates, The standard error of the difference is' approximately

the square root of the sum of the sguares of each standard error
gonsiderad separately. This rormala wlll represent the actual
gtandard error quite sccurately ror the dirfference between sepa-
rate and uncorrelated characteristlcs although it is only a rough
approximation in most other cases.

Tahle B,—-STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATES (F NUMBER OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN
(Rangs of 2 chances out of 3)

SAMPLING VARIABILITY

Since the data are based on samples, they are subject %o
sampling variablility. The standard error is a measure of sampling
variability. The chancas are about 2 out of 3 that the differ-
ence due to sampling variabillty betwsen an estimate and the rig-
ure that would have been obtained ' from a complete count 1is less
than the stendard error. The amount by which the standard errar
must be multiplied to obtain other odds deemed more appropriate
can be round in most statistical textbooks. For example, the
chances are about 19 out of 20 that the difference 1s less than
twice the standard error, and 99 cut of 100 that 1t 1s less than
2 1/2 times the standard error.

Approximations to the standerd errors of egtimates of the
mumber of ever-married women are shown in table B. The approxi-
mate standard errors of percentages computed by using data on the
number of ever-married women for both numeretor and denominator
can be daetermined from the standard errors shown in table C.
These tables show standard errors ror estimates of certain se-
lected sizes, but linear interpolations provide reasonably accu-
rate results for values not shown, These tables do not reflect
the effects of any enumeration or processing errors. In additionm,
they are based on the assumption that the number in the class
being considered 1s distributed among areas with different sam-
pling fractions in approximately the seme proportion as the total
number of ever-married women. Hovever, the gtandard errors com-
puted by the use of these tables are useful in indlcatlng the
order of magnitude of sampling variability to be expected on the
basls of the sampling technliques used.

Standard error of estimates | Standard error of estimates
of women married omee and of othex women ever
husband present married
Estimated numbex
Totel or Total or
urban and fturel feaym urban and Rural farm
‘| rural nonfarm Tiral nonfarm

1,000s0sanvenssenersnnonsnn 350 350 2450 250
5;000.00sneavonsnarsssncare 850 750 600 500
10,000, suvssannnosnaconsns 1,100 1,000 800 700
25,000, ssnsasseevsrecsnssne 1,800 1,700 1,300 1,150
50,000, i sasasnsssrraanssnns 2,500 2,300 1,800 2,500
100,000 s eescciarrrensnacse 3,550 3,230 2,550 2,250
250,000, cs0r0nsarinansarcas 5,650 5,150 4,050 3,550
500,000u0 sansesenressencsae 4,000 7,200 5,750 4,950
1,000,000 casvsscrrencsass 11,200 10,000 8,080 6,900
5,000,0000 seeosearronrrser 23,900 19,000 17,200 13,100
10,000,000 s vesssaonnsriss 31,700 19,000 22,800 13,100
15,000,000uccarserssmonarue 36,000 5,650 25,900 3,900
20,000,0000s0000nserassrnes 38,000 e 27,200 rane
30,000,000, cusareinvacasren 36,400 s 26,200 dee
45,000,0000 00 gu0seavoannsan 12,300 oes 8,800

Table ¢,—STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATED FENCENTAGE FOR WOMEN MARRIED ONCE
AND HUSBAND PRESENT

(Renge of 2 chancaa owb of 3} multiplication of the standard exvors by 0.7
will yield the atandaxd errora for other woman ever married)

15m—
Percent- Standerd error if bame of percentage is
. i 5,000 | 25,000 | 100,000 | 500,000 | 1,000,000 5,000, 000{10,000,000 25,000,000
200 98,,,] 22| L0 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 e
50r 95,..] 3.5 1.6 0.8 0.3 0.2 0ud. 0,1 0.1
10 or 90..| 4.8 2.1 11 0.5 0.3 0.2 0,1 0,1
25 ar P5..] 6.9 | AL 16 0.7 0.5 0.2 0.2 0,1
50ussssnee| B0 | 346 1.8 0.8 0,6 0.3 0,21 © oL
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