
PART II. THE ITEMS ON THE QUESTIONNAIRES 

Introduction 

In Part I, the process of taking the 1950 Censuses of Popula
tion, Housing, and Agriculture was described with primary 
emphasis on the general procedures and the administration. In 
Part II, the census operations are re-examined in terms of sub
ject matter. In the three chapters which follow, the various items 
on the questionnaires are scrutinized to see how the information 
was collected and prepared for general use. 

The major emphasis in this section is the manner in which 
the various items on the questionnaires moved down the assembly 
line of collecting, screening, editing, coding, punching, tabulating, 
and publishing. Like any assembly line operation, these activities 
had to be kept under control to insure measurable accuracy of the 
final product. The coordination of the entire process so as to 
maintain smooth operation and balance in the assembly line was, 
in itself, a major problem. The establishment of tolerances in 
terms of ultimate use of data was also an important problem, 
Specialized technicians prepared instructions for the various 
operations, and the processing groups turned to these subject
matter specialists £or guidance when problems arose, 

On the whole, the bulk of the information was accepted as 
reported. In a relatively small number of instances, however, 
there were obvious faults, such as omissions, inconsistencies, 

and incorrect entries. Enumerators were carefully selected and 
trained, but the job was of such short duration that few of them 
worked long enough on this program to achieve excellence. 
Moreover, the pace of the job and the type of supervision did not 
permit careful consideration of all problems. Consequently, 
some errors were expected, 

It was therefore both necessary and efficient to eliminate 
noticeable errors from the results of the enumeration before the 
raw materials were introduced into the assembly line. Ii major 
errors had been permitted to remain unchanged, the results 
would have been difficult to analyze. The general procedure for 
finding and remedying errors was described in Chapter VI of 
Part I. More specific procedures are described in Part II. 

The rules for correcting the faults are somewhat lengthy. By 
comparison, the rules for the general processing are brief, An 
inverse relationship usually exists between the length of the 
rules and the amount of material processed under them. By far, 
the greater amount of the census information was in good order 
and was processed under short, simple rules; the relatively 
small amount of defective material was handled under longer, 
more complex procedures. 

CHAPTER VIII 

POPULATION 

In the first Census of Population, taken in 1790, about 4 
million people were enumerated. In the 1950 Census, more than 
150 million people were counted; and information was obtained 
on age, race, sex, nativity, marital status, geographic mobility, 
education, income, and occupation. Most of this information was 
entered on the Population and Housing (Pl) Schedule, but some 
data were collected on supplementary forms (see Appendix A). 

Identification Items 

Heading Items 

1 The heading of the Population and Housing (Pl) Scfi.edule 
carried items to identify the area enumerated on the sheet, the 
enumerator, the date of enumeration, and the number of the 
sheet. If the Crew Leader reviewed the sheet, he signed his name 
and the date. Special types of living quarters enumerated on the 
sheet were also described in the heading. 

The geographic location of the area enumerated on the sheet 
was obtained by entering the names of the State {item a), the 
county {item b), the incorporated place or township (item c), and 
the number of the enumeration district {itemd).' If the place was 
an independent city not in a county, the enumerator wrote the 
name of the city in item b (the county item) with "city" after it. 
If a township and an incorporated place had the same name, the 
enumerator indicated the appropriate term (city or township) 
after the name in item c. 

In Washington, the screener checked the area ider;tification 
by comparing the enumeration district number on the fir st sheet 
in the portfolio with that on the Portfolio Control Label, If they 
did not agree, the portfolio was rejected at that stage and held 
for further examination. If they did agree, other sheets were 
examined to see if they belonged there. When the portfolio reached 
the coder, he, too, checked the enumeration district numb~rs. 

The description of special types of living quarters in item e 
was needed to code the information for persons living in those 
places, The enumerator was instructed to give the full name of 

!See Page 12 far a description of the enumeration district. 

the place and the type {hotel, State prison, etc.). If it was an in
stitution, he indicated in item e the kind of persons cared for 
and the kind of agency in charge (for example, private home for 
the aged). Finally he identified the schedule lines used to enum
erate persons at that place. When a screener found an entry of 
this kind, he pasted a "Quasi Household" sticker in the lower 
right hand corner of the Portfolio Control Label. 

The Population and Housing Schedules were numbered seri
ally throughout an enumeration district beginning with "l ". 
Sheets for persons enumerated out of order were numbered 
beginning with "71." In the screening operation, the numbers of 
the sheets were checked to be sure that they followed this pat
tern. Ii they did not, the portfolio was set aside for further ex
amination. At this time, also, sheets which had been copied were 
eliminated. 

Numbering regular-order sheets from "1" to "70" and out
of-order sheets from ''71'' on, worked well in the small enumer
ation districts; but if the district was large, the enumerator 
needed more than 70 regular-order sheets. Since the enum
erator's instructions did not indicate what number to use after 
"70", the field offices devised various methods for numbering 
these additional sheets. Any system of numbering was acceptable 
if it did not involve duplication or 3 digits. For example, some 
offices used "l"-"70" and "86"-"99"forregular-ordersheets 
a,;d "71"-"85" for out-of-order sheets. 

The signa,tures of the enumerator and Crew Leader and the 
dates {items f, g, and h) were used only for administrative pur
poses. They were not transferred to the punch card. 

Household Identification 

Households enumerated in the census were identified by the 
street and house number or road anddescriptionof house (items 
1 and 2) and by a serial number {item 3 ). This information, which 
was the same for every person in the household, was entered ojl].y 
on the line for the head. Hotels, institutions, and other special 
types of living quarters were similarly identified, but additional 
information regarding them was entered in heading item e. 
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The name of the street or road was likely to be the same for 
several households. Consequently, it was written vertically in the 
column and when the enumerator came to a new street, he put a 
horizontal line across the column to indicate the change.

1 
The) 

house number (or, in a rural area, the description of the Pace 
gave the location of the individual dwelling unit. . 

Accurate entries for house number and street were es~ential 
for checking coverage and for specific identification. Durmg the 
processing operations, however, they were used only for secon
dary purposes, such as determining whether or not a person 
lived in a separate household. The data were not transferred to 
the punch card. 

The serial number, on the other hand, was carried through 
the processing operations. It identified the household '.1-nd per
mitted matching the population and housing information. The 
enumerator assigned a serial number to each house~old and 
quasi household in the enumeration district. He entered it on the 
line for the household head on the population side of the sch.edule 
and on the housing line for that household on the housing side of 
the schedule. Numbers were given to units which were ''Vacant'', 
or "Occupied by nonresidents", and to units with an ent1•y of 
"No one at home." On the "No one at home" line, a reference 
indicated the number of the out-of-order sheet with the popula
tion and housing information for that household. 

In the screening process, portfolios were rejected for: (a) 
blanks or omissions in serial numbers, (b) duplicate numbers, 
{c) illegible or confused numbers, and (d) numbers with 4 digits. 
1-'rocedures were established for correcting each type of err?r. 

(a) Blanks or omissions.- -If the entries on the population 
side of the schedule indicated that the enumerator had listed a 
new household but failed to assign a serial number, the numbers 
on the housing side were examined. (The household could usually 
be identified on the housing side by checking the number of per
sons in housing item 8 against the number listed on the popula
tion side,) 1£ the serial number was entered correctly on the 
housing side, that number was used on the population side. If a 
number was not entered on the housing side, a number from the 
900 series (901, 902., etc.) was assigned. 

(b) Duplicate numbers.--If the same serial number was as
signed to two different dwelling units, one was changed on both 
the population and housing sides to a number in the 900 ser.ies, 
In the assignment of new serial numbers, special precautions 
w<t.re taken to avoid duplication. 

(c) Illegible or confused numbers.--Serial numbers were 
sometimes so badly jumbled that they had to be corrected for 
households on one or more schedules. In such cases, gummed 
strips of paper for new entries were pasted over item 3 on the 
population side and over item 1 on the housing side, Serial num
bers were then assigned in an orderly manner, following the 
rules for blanks if the original entries could not be deciphered. 

(d) Four-digit numbers.- -A four-digit number was some
times merely an error of adding a digit to a correct number. The 
numbers on adjacent households would make this evident. But if 
the error was not clear and if many four-digit numbers were 
used, the subject-matter specialist reviewed carefully the 
numbers for the entire enumeration district and assigned unused 
3-digit numbers to the households. 

Two questions were asked to locate farms and to determine 
whether an Agriculture Questionnaire was required (items 4 and 
5). The number of the Agriculture Questionnaire, which was 
taken for the Census 0£ Agriculture, was entered in item 6, This 
information also was entered only on the line for the hea.d of the 
household. 

The farm population of the country was determined from the 
answers to item4, "ls this house ona farm (or ranch)?" In rural 
areas, the enumerator asked the question and entered the re
spondent's answer unless the occupant paid cash rent for the 
house and yard only, or the place was an institution, summer 
camp, or tourist cabin. In those cases, he entered, "No." 

If the enumerator left item 4 blank in a rural area, coders 
gave persons in the household a "Yes" code if an Agriculture 
Questionnaire number was entered in item 6, if households on 
both sides were on farms, or if any household member was a 

"'farmer," "rancher" or "sharecropper." The decoder deleted 
a "Yes" entry in item 4 for institutions. 

Institutions 

. Before the 1950 Censuses were taken, several government and 
prwate agencies pointed to the need for more adequate statistics 
on. people living in institutions. A primary objective was to ob
tam a better classification by type of institution. Accordingly, 
plans were made to identify this segment of the population (about 
1 percent of the total) more carefully. 

P1aces of the following types were classified as institutions: 
(a) correctional and penal institutions (Federal and State prisons, 

jails, public and private schools for juvenile delinquents, and de
tention homes); (b) mental institutions {Federal, State, local gov
ernment, and private mental hospitals; public and private homes 
and schools for mentally handicapped); (c) homes for the aged and 
needy (Federal, State, local government, and nonprofit private 
homes for the aged and needy; commercial homes for the aged; 
public and private homes for neglected and dependent children; 
maternity homes for unmarried mothers); (d) homes and hospitals 
for the chroni.cally ill or handicapped (Federal, State, local gov
ernment, and private tuberculosis hospitals; chronic hospitals; 
public and private homes and schools for physically handicapped; 
nursing, convalescent and rest homes). 

Places of the following types were classified as special types 
of living quarters but not as institutions: general hospitals, 
nurses' homes, convents and monasteries, military installations, 
crew qu!'lrters on inland vessels, dormitories for students or 
workers, large lodging houses, residential clubs, hotels, mis
sions, and flophouses. (Persons enumerated in such places were 
counted as members of quasi households, as were also inmates 
of institutions.) 

If a general hospital had one or more wards £or persons ordi
narily in institutions (such as a ward for tubercular or mental 
cases), patients in those wards were treated as inmates of insti
tutions. 

A list of institutions was prepared from published sources 
and from information obtained from such organizations as State 
Public Welfare Departments, State Public Health Departments, 
and community chests. Although the list was incomplete, it 
proved very helpful in processing the data. 

Many of the larger institutions were set up as separate 
enumeration districts. Arrangements £or enumeration were made 
in advance with the institution officials. In some cases, enum
erators interviewed inmates; but in other cases, they took the 
inforination from institution records or from Individual Census 
Reports filled by the inmates or their attendants. 

Most of the schedule entries were made according to the 
general rules for enumeration. Some items, however, required 
special treatment. These were: heading item e for special types 
of living quarters, the relationship item, and the labor force 
items. 

For every institution, the enumerator filled heading item e. 
This gave the name of the institution, the type (kind of persons 
cared for and agency operating), and the sheet lines used for 
enumeration. 

One serial number was assigned to all inmates of a single 
institution. !£ staff members lived in the institution but did not 
live in dwelling units, they were given the same serial number 
as the inmates. If they lived in dwelling units, they were as
signed separate serial numbers. 

The relationship entries in item 8 were adapted to the type 
of institution--"prisoner" for a jail, "patient" for a hospital, 
etc. "Inmate" was entered only if no more descriptive term 
was available. 

Information on work status of inmates was not needed; so 
"Inmate" was written in item 15 and the remaining labor force 
items were left blank. For staff members of the institution, how
ever, the labor force items were filled. 

Correct classification of the institution into its proper type 
was a major problem; and the coder was relied on to correct the 
enumerator• s errors and to identify the institution. Screeners did 
not give institutions special attention except to paste a "Quasi 
Household" sticker on the portfolio, 

Instructions to coders suggested ways of identifying various 
types of institutions. The heading item was not relied on entirely, 
but was examined in connection with entries for age, relationship, 
and occupation. In addition, the coder consulted the list 0£ known 
institutions. 

The institution code was substituted for the serial number of 
the dwelling unit in the coding process. The relationship code for 
inmates (V) differentiated them from staff members living in the 
institution. 

The special tabulations on the institutional population revealed 
that ::10me types of institutions had relatively small numbers of 
inmates. Those types were combined with others. Combinations 
were also made when the classifications appeared to be unre
liable. For example, commercial boarding homes for the aged 
were not clearly distinguishable from nursing and convalescent 
homes; accordingly, the two groups were combined • 

The following codes were used to identify different typef! of 
institutions: 

Institutions for Juveniles 

Code 
Schools for juvenile delinquents--Public........................ Vll 
Schools for juvenile delinquents--Private •••••••••••••••••••••• Vl2 
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Detention homes •••••.•••.••....•••• ,. .•. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'••• 
Homes fol' neglected and dependent children- -Public ...... . 
Homes for neglected and dependent children- -Private ..... . 

Homes and Schools for the Handicapped 

Homes and schools for mentally handicapped- -Public •••••• 
Homes and schools for mentally handicapped- -Private ••••• 
Homes and schools for physically handicapped- -Public •••• 
Homes and schools for physically handicapped- -Private ••• 

Institutions for Specialized Medical Care 

Mental hospitals- -Federal •u•••••••••••••••••o••••••u•o••a••••••• 
Mental hospitals- -State and local ................................ . 
Mental hospitals--Private .......................................... . 
Tuberculosis hospitals- -Federal ................................. . 
Tuberculosis hospitals- -State and local ........................ . 
Tuberculosis hospitals--Private ................................ .. 
Chronic hospitals ............................................. , ....... . 
Nursing and convalescent homes .................................. . 
Maternity homes for unmarried mothers ...................... . 

Homes for the Aged 

V13 
Vl4 
Vl5 

V21 
V22 
V23 
V2.4 

V31 
V32 
V33 
V34 
V35 
V36 
V37 
V38 
V39 

Homes for the aged- -Federal and State ...................... ... V4 l 
Homes for the aged--Local government homes............... V42. 
Homes for the aged- -Private, nonprofit......................... V43 
Homes for the aged--Private, commercial..................... V44 

Correctional Institutions 

Federal prisons•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
State prisons•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Jails•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••··-·•••••••• 

Relationship and Fa1'.'ily Status 

Relationship 

Code 
V51 
V52 
V53 

The relationship of each person to the head of the household 
in which he lived was described in item 8 on the population side 
of the schedule. "Head",. "wife", ''son11

, and "lodgeru were 
usual entries. From this item, data were obtained not only on 
the household relationship of persons but also on their family 
status, This item also provided a count 0£ households and of 
quasi households. 2 In addition, it was used in establishing family 
groups for the statistics on fertility and families. 

In each household or quasi household, the enumerator was 
instructed to list one person as head and to assign one serial 
number. Since a new serial number and an entry of "head" both 
marked a new household, the two items were checked against 
each other. 

if an entry of "head" was not accompanied by a new serial 
number, other entries on the sheet (age, sex, relationship and 
names of other persons in the household, house number, and 
housing data) were examined to see if this was a new household. 
It it was not, the most reasonable relationship for the person 
erroneously designated as ''head'' was dete1'mined and entered. 
If it was not a new household, anew serial number was assigned. 

lf a serial number was not accompanied by an entry of "head", 
the same method was used to determine whether this was a new 
household. If it was, "head" was assigned to the proper person 
in the household. 1£ it was not, the serial number was canceled. 

Irregularities in serial numbers, particularly duplications, 
were regarded as a possible indication of er1•ors in identifying 
households. Accordingly, sheets on which serial numbers were 
not entered systematically were checked with special care. 

A violation of the prescribed sequence for relationship 
ent1'ies--head, wife, child, other relative,andnonrelative--often 
accompanied errors in the entries themselves. Consequently, 
this sequence was inspected. If the entries were in the proper 
order, they were assumed to be correct. If they were not, the 
names and the age, sex, and marital status entries were ex
amined to determine the correct relationships. 

In the extremely small number of cases where the enumerator 
listed as head a woman whose husband was a member of the 
household or quasi household, the woman's relationship was 
changed to "wife", and the husband was classified as "head." At 
the same time, the serial munber was entered on the line for the 
head, 

. 'A household occupies a dwelling unit. A quasi household (an institution or other type) occu· 
pies nondwelllng·unit quarters (special types of living quarters). 

Quasi households had to be identified in coding relationship 
because the codes for persons living in such quarters were dif
ferent from those in regular households, 

Each of the following had a different relationship code: 

Relationship to household head 

a. Head of household ............................................ . 
b. Other member of household 

(1) Wife••••••••••••••••••••••••••"''•"••·••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
(2) Child ........................................................ . 
(3) Son- or daughter-in-law .............................. .. 
(4) Grandchild ................................................. . 
(5) Parent••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••"'•'"""'''"••••• 
(6) Other relative ............................................ . 
(7) Resident employee (or member of resident em-

ployee's family} ........................................ . 
(8) Other nonrelative of household head and mem-

bers of his family (lodger, etc.) .................. .. 
c. Head of quasi household ................................... .. 
d. Other member of quasi household, except inmate ... 
e. In.mate of institution .................... ,., ...................... . 

Code 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 

9 
x 
0 
v 

Identification of institutions (discussed above) was only part 
of the problem of identifying quasi households. Such living 
quarters as hotels, dormitories, convents, nurses' homes, and 
general hospitals also had to be located on the schedules, The 
entries in heading item e for special types of living quarters 
helped, but the enumerator sometimes forgot to identify the 
more obscure quasi households, such as small rooming houses 
or rest homes with three or four patients. Places clearly desig
nated as quasi households were so classified however small 
they were; thus, a hotel with only one guest and a jail with only 
one prisoner were treated as quasi households. Moreover, a 
group of persons which in all other respects might qualify as a 
regular household was classified as a quasi household if it in
cluded five or more nonrelatives of the head other than em
ployees. The enumerator had been asked to describe in item e 
rooming houses with 10 or more roomers but not the smaller 
establishments. Hence, these smaller places had to be ferreted 
out. 

Quasi households were often recognized by relationship 
entries of "manager" or "superintendent" for the head of the 
household and by entries of "roomer" or "patient" for other 
members. Sometimes an entry of "manager, nursing home" for 
occupation and industry marked a quasi household. Coders 
examined all entries for persons who might make up a quasi 
household. They also consulted the list of institutions. 

The publication tables, covering both households and quasi 
households, did not have a category "not reported", since rela
tionship entries were supplied if the enumerator omitted them, 
These entries were made on the basis of other information, such 
as name, age, and marital status. 1f such information was in
suHicient, a classification was arbitrarily assigned--usually 
"other relative of household head" or "other nonrelative of 
household head' '. 

Persons listed on out-of-order sheets sometimes belonged 
with a household listed in regular order. The relationship entries 
of these persons were examined in connection with other members 
of the household and corrected if necessary. 

Persons enumerated on Individual Census Reports or other 
special forms presented special problems in relationship because 
the entry often was not acceptable. For example, an entry of 
"head" was not satisfactory without evidence of a household, 
such as a matching dwelling unit listed on the regular population 
schedule. Retention of such a "head" entry would have made an 
overcount of households, An entry of "wife" was not acceptable 
without evidence that her husband was head ofa household. Con
sequently, entries of "hea.d" or "wife" were sometimes changed 
to "other relative." 

When Individual Census Reports were successfully matched 
with a dwelling unit listed on a regUlar schedule, all relationship 
entries for the household were examined and revised if neces
sary. If relationship was not indicated on Individual Census Re
ports or could not be determined by inspection, the classification 
''other relative" was arbitrarily as signed. 

Relationship entries were mechanically edited during tabula
tion to correct punching errors and to eliminate inconsistent 
relationship classifications not discovered in earlier operations. 
Persons with no 1'elationship entry were des~gnated "other 
relative of the head." Persons whose relationship entry was in
consistent with one or more other characteristics were also 
classified as "other relative", .Such cases included: "wives" 
who were male or whose marital status was not "married, 
spouse present"; heads, wives, sons-in-law, or daughters-in
law who were under 14 years of age; parents of the household 
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head who were under 30 years old; children 70 years old and 
over, grandchildren 40 and over; and sons-in-law, daughters
in-law, and parents whose marital status was "never married." 
Female heads of households or quasi households who were 
1'married, spouse present" were changed to l'wives. 11 

Family Status of Persons 

The family statusofonepersonoutoffive was developed from 
the relationship entries. A family, as defined in the 1950 Census, 
is a group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage or 
adoption and living together; all such persons are considered as 
members of one family. Thus, the household head and any per
sons in the household related to him comprised a family; but a 
household head with no relatives living with him was not a family. 
On the other hand, such related groups as a roomer and her 
sister (not related to the household head) or an employee and his 
wife also comprised families. In quasi households, as well as in 
regular households, groups of related persons (other than in
mates of institutions) were consideredfamilie s, Thus, the house
hold, which was determined on the basis of living arrangements, 
might have one or more families or none at all. Persons (other 
than inmates of institutions) who were not living with any 
relatives were classified as "unrelated individuals". 

Each person on a sample line was put in one of the following 
groups and given the appropriate "sample family code." The 
distinction made for family heads and unrelated individuals be
tween those living with unrelated persons and those not doing 
so was needed for the housing tabulations. 

Family Status Code 

a. Head of family: 
(1) With all persons in household related to the 

head••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
(2) With one or more persons in household unre-

lated to the head of the household , • .. .............. 2 
b. Other family member........................................ 5 
c. Unrelated individual: 

(1) Living alone ••.•••••••••••....•.•.......••••.......•. ,,,,,,, 3 
(2) Living with persons who were not related to hirn........................................................... 4 

d. Inmate of institution .••. •••••••• ......•.•. ,, .......... ,,.••••• V 

Enumerators' entries such as "lodger's wife'', "maid's 
mother", etc., facilitated the determination of secondary fam
ilies (families not related to the household head or families in 
quasi households}. However, if relationship was not indicated, 
identical last names in households or identical last names listed 
consecutively in quasi households were considered evidence of 
a family. 

The family head was generally the first person listed in the 
group and was usually a husband, a parent, or the oldest of two 
or more relatives. As in households, a woman was not classified 
as the head of a family if her husband was present. 

The family status of a person enumerated on an Individual 
Census Report was determined from his household relationship 
if he had been assigned to a household. If he had not been so as
signed, he was classified as a family member other than the head. 

Tabulation procedures for family status were so designed that 
blanks and unautho.rized codes were allocated to recognized cate
gories, Inconsistencies between family status and other charac
teristics (such as relationship to household head, age, and marital 
status) were not revealed in the Series Band C tabulations. In the 
more detailed tabulations for the 3 1/3 sample, however, some 
inconsistencies were found, and the family status classification 
was changed. Thus, family status of "unrelated individual" was 
changed to ''othe1• family member'' if the marital status was 
"married, spouse present," or if relationship was "wife", 
"son", or "other relative," Awomanclassi.fiedasa family head 
was corrected to "other family member" if her marital status 
was 1 •married, spouse present.'' 

Marital Status 

Current Marital Status.--Each person was to be reported in 
item 12 of the Population and Housing (Pl} Schedule as married 
(Mar), widowed (Wd), divorced (D), separated (Sep), or never 
married (Nev). For children under the age of 14, the enumerator 
entered "Nev" (never married) without asking the question. 
Data on marital status were presented for persons aged 14 and 
over (insteac;i of 15 and over as in most tables in previous cen
suses), because economic data were presented for persons in 
that age group. 

In the screening process, if a superficial inspection of a 
portfolio disclosed many errors or omissions in this item, the 

marital status entries for the entire portfolio were carefull 
reviewed. In other portfolios, however, only the sample line; 
were examined before the cards were punched. 
. Entries which conformed to those prescribed in the instruc

tions were generally accepted without question. Since married 
persons

11
on s~.°'ple lines were coded either "married, spouse 

present or. married, spouse absent," an entry of "Mar" re
quired examination of adjacent lines to see if the spouse was 
pres.ent in the household or quasi household. The coder examined 
entries of name, relationship, age, sex, and marital status, if 
necessary, to see whether the spouse was present. 

For persons listed on out-of-order sheets or transcribed 
from Individual Census Reports, reference was made to entries 
for other members of the household, if available, to determine 
the proper marital status classification. 

Enumerators sometimes used incorrect codes such as "S" 
which might designate "single" or "separated". 

1

The enumera~ 
tor's work was first inspected to see if he consistently used "S" 
for one of these terms. If no pattern was evident, the entry was 
changed to ''separated'' if the person had one or more children 
and to ''never married• ' if he did not. ' 

~entries were mis sing, illegible, or otherwise unacceptable, 
marital status was determined by looking at the information for 
all persons in the household. If some member of the household 
was evidently the spouse of the person in question, the code for 
"married, spouse present,'' was used. If a spouse was not pres
ent and the person was under 25 years of age, he was classified 
as "married, spouse absent" if he had one or more children, 
and he was classified as "never married" if he had none. Per
sons 25 to 54 years old with no spouse in the household were 
classified as "married, spouse absent" regardless of the 
presence or absence of children, and persons 55 and over with 
no spouse were classified as widowed. Thus, persons with no 
report on marital status were assigned to the modal marital 
status category for persons of their age, with exceptions indi
cated below. 

Persons in convents and monasteries were coded as never 
married. In institutions, marital status was often omitted and 
supplementary infor:rn.ation was not available. Marital status was 
assigned on the basis of age and sex from a random system de
veloped from available statistics on the marital status of the 
institutional population. 

Blanks which were not filled before cards were punched were 
filled during the punching operations in accordance with the above 
instructions. 

Unacceptable and inconsistent marital status classifications 
were eliminated mechanically in the tabulation process by: (1) 
excluding all persons under 14 years old; (Z} tabulating blanks 
and unauthorized codes as never married; (3) classifying all 
married persons in institutions as "married, spouse absent"; 
and (4) tabulating other married persons with presence of spouse 
unknown as "married, spouse present," except forfemaleheads 
of households or quasi households, who were classified as 
"married, spouse absent." 

Times Married and Duration of Marital Status.- -For one per
son out of thirty, if ever married, there were two additional 
questions on marital status: "Has this person been married more 
than once?" (item 36) and"Howmanyyearssincethisperson 
was married, widowed, divorced, or separated?" (item 37). 

The answers to these questionswerenotpunchedon the regu
lar population punch card (P), but they were punched on the 
family (F) and fertility {C) cards. 

For the family card, no attempt was made to supply missing 
information; but estimates were made to complete the data for the 
fertility card. 

If an enumerator enteredadateinitem37 instead of the num
ber of years in present marital status, the date was converted to 
years. An arbitrary assumption was made on the proportion 
reaching an anniversary before and after the enumeration date. 

Gener al Characteristics 

Race 

The enumerator was instructed to determine race by obser
vation; only in case of doubt was he to ask a question. For most 
races, he entered an abbreviation initem9 of the population (Pl) 
schedule, 

•'Negro'• was returned for persons of mixed Negro and Indian 
blood unless the Indian blood very definitely predominated and the 
person was accepted in the community as an Indian. American 
Indians were so reported if the Indian blood was one-fourth or 
more, or if they were regarded as Indians in the community where 
they lived. Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, and other races were 
identified as such. Persons with mixed white and nonwhite paren
tage were given the race of the nonwhite parent, and where both 
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parents were nonwhite.' .the race of the father was reported. 
In certain communities in the Eastern United States, persons 

of mixed ancestry are locally recognized by special names such 
as ''Moor'', ''Siouian'', 11Croatan 11

, ''Tunica'', etc. The ~num
erator entered the appropriate name in item 9 and when the 
portfolio was received for editing, the screener pasted a •'Mixed 
Stock'' label on it. The race entries were then specially coded, 

White persons with Spanish surname are not a racial group 
but ~eparate information on the ~e persons was needed for specia.'l 
studies. As a matter of convenience, they were identified in the 
column in which race was normally. coded. This was done only 
in five Southwestern States {Arizona, California, Colorado, New 
Mexico, and Texas), A list of common Spanish surnames was 
used as a guide. The coder also examined entries in State or 
country of birth (item 13) and parents' birthplace (item 25) for 
contributing information. 

Race entries were manually coded only for the 5 Southwestern 
States and the "Mixed Stock" communities. For other areas, the 
operator punched the proper code on the punch card directly from 
the enumerator's entry. The code scheme was as follows: 

Race 

White (except persons with Spanish surnames 
in 5 South we stern States) ........................ . 

Negro•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
American Indian •..•.•.•.•• ••••• •••••.•...•.........•.•. 
Japanese .................................................. . 
Chinese••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Filipino••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Asiatic Indian, Korean, Eskimo, Malayan, 

Polynesian, Hawaiian, and ''Mixed Stock" 
races in selected counties ....................... . 

White-Spanish surname (only in 5 South-
western States)•••••••••••••••••••••••••"'••••••••••• 

Schedule 
entry 

w 
Neg 
Ind 
Jap 
Chi 
Fil 

w 

Code 

l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

0 

Son;etimes race was not reported, or the entries were illegible 
or obviously incorrect. In those cases, the editors entered the 
race of other members of the family. If that was not known, the 
race was assu1ned to be the same as that of most persons in the 
block or neighborhood. 

There is doubtless s.ome error in statistics for whites and 
Negroes and a larger discrepancy in the smaller racial groups. 
The smaller groups are reasonably well identified in areas where 
they are relatively numerous but may be misclassified where 
they are rare. For example, American Indians were probably 
correctly identified in New Mexico and Arizona, but they may 
have been misclassified in the District of Columbia. Asiatic 
Indians, Koreans, etc., as well as the mixed racial groups, pre
sented similar problems. 

Sex 

The enumerator entered in item 10 of the population (Pl) 
schedule an M or an F to indicate the sex of the individual listed 
on that line. For absent household members, he determined the 
P.roper entry from given name and relationship. He was cau
tioned, however, that some given names are common to both 
sexes, and he was instructed to ask questions if he had any doubt. 

In a small number of cases, errors were found in item 1 O. 
Sometimes, the enumerator failed to fill the item, or he made an 
illegible entry, or he entered here an abbreviation for race (which 
was in an adjacent column). In the editing process, these errors 
were corrected in terms of other entries on the schedule--given 
name, relationship, occupation, and the like. If the sex of the in
dividual could not thus be determined, it was assigned arbitrarily 
by line number; persons falling on lines with odd numbers were 
classified as male and those on lines with even numbers as 
female. 

The edited cases were only a very small fraction of one per
c_ent of the total; consequently, the editing procedure had very 
little effect on the final distribution of the population by sex. 

Age 

The enumerator was instructed to enter in item 11 of the 
schedule the age of the person at his last birthday before the 
7numerator's visit. (Using the date of the enumerator's visit 
instead of April 1, 1950, meant that for a small fraction of the 
total a different age was reported than would have been obtained 
had April 1 been used.) The enumerator was further instructed 
to enter the month of birth for children under one year of age, 
and if the respondent reported an age in multiples of 5 (40, 45, 
or 60), to ask further questions in an attempt to determine the 
age more exactly. An entry of"over2l"was not acceptable, and 

the enumerator was told to estimate the age if accurate infor
mation was not furnished. 

In a small nux::iber of cases (0.19 percent of the total), age was 
not. reported. ~ditors assigned an age to such individuals on the 
basis of other information, such as marital status, school attend
ance, employment status, occupation, age of other members of the 
family, and type of household. (For example, husbands are, on 
the average, about three years older than their wives.) 

If age could not be determined from other entries on the 
schedule, an age was selected. A list of numbers had been pre
pared for each population group which was known to have a 
c~racteristic age distribution. For each of these groups, the 
~mgle years of age within the characteristic range were listed 
~ random fashion; and each single year of age was represented 
ln proportion to its representation in the known age distribution 
of the particular group. For example, since approximately 9 per
cent of the children under 14 are 1 year of age, the number "l" 
appeared 9 percent of the time in the list of ages for this par
ticular group {see Figure 12). The editor used the numbers in 
the order given, putting an "X" opposite each one as he used it • 

. Since the number of cases inwhichagewas not reported con
stituted such a small proportion of the total and since the as
signment of age was made in conformity with known age distri
butions, the editing procedure had little effect on the final age 
distributions. The elimination of all unknown ages effected con
siderable savings in terms of operating efficiency and use. 

Figure 12. --Age Assignment Chart for General Population 
Under 14 Years of Age 

0 x 2 
7 x 11 
6 x 12 
9 x 3 
9 x 5 
4 x 10 

10 11 
11 13 
8 0 

12 7 
4 9 
5 5 
l 9 
0 13 

10 3 
3 0 
l 4 

10 8 
2 8 

13 l 
6 7 
6 11 

13 6 
'-----2 [~ 13 

'i- ~c.- ~ ..._._!./ ..... ....__ 

Place of Birth and Citizenship 

To determine place of birth, the enumerator asked, "What'. 
State (or foreign country) were you born in?'' and entered in. 
item 13 the name of the State, Territory, possession, or foreign 
country. The foreign country was to be reported according to 
international boundaries in April 1950. Persons born in Canada 
were to be reported as '.'Canada-French" if they spoke French 
before entering this country and as "Canada-Other" if they did 
not. · 

For persons born in a foreign country or at sea, the enumera
tor asked, "Is he naturalized?" and entered the answer in item 
14. If the person was born of American parents abroad or at sea, 
he entered "AP." 

Foreign countries were not always reported according to the 
instructions. In particular, "Austria-Hungary" and "Canada" 
were sometimes entered on the schedules. To get these into their 
proper classifications, guide lists were given to the coders. A 
list of typical French-Canadian surnames assisted the coder to 
identify persons who should be coded, ''Canada-French.'' If the 
person's last name was not on the list, the person was coded, 
"Canada-Other." Similarly, a list of surnames common to Aus
tria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia enabled the coder 
to change the entry "Austria-Hungary" to one for a country now 
in existence. 

When the place of birth was omitted, the entries for other 
members of the family were examined in an effort to determine 
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the proper entry. Sometimes a child of the person in question 
was enumerated on a sample line and the parent's birthplace 
could be found in item 25. If the birthplace could not be inferred 
from other entries, the person was assumed to have been born 
in the United States with the State unknown. 

If citizenship was not reported for a person born in a foreign 
country, the item was left blank; but most of these persons were 
presumed to be aliens and were often so classified in summary 
figures. 

Some enumerators did not know Puerto Rico was a United 
States possession and entered an answer for citizenship. Many 
of these errors slipped through the coding operation; so the 
tabulating machines were wired to reject Puerto Rican cards 
which were punched incorrectly. The mechanical edit was limited 
to New York State, where about 90 percent of the Puerto Ricans 
in the continental United States live. 

Birthplace and citizenship were considered together in the 
coding operation. The code scheme is given below: 

Item 13, Birthplace 

Same State as State of enumeration •••• ,,,., •• ,,,.,,,,., ••• ,.,, • , , • , , , 

Item 14 
Citizenship 1st digit 

Code 

2nd digit 3rd digit 

I 

U.S. State (other than State of enumeration) ••••••••••.•••••.•••••••• 
Enter no code 

0 Enter State code 
U .s. Territory or possession •••••••• , ••••••••.•••••• , ••••• , •.••• ,., •• 0 Enter code for Territory 

or possession 
Foreign country ••••.•••••••••••• , .•• , ••••• , •• , . , •••• , •• , • , , • , , •••• , •• 
Foreign coUiltry . .................................. , ......•• , ..... , . , , , 
Foreign country. , •• , ••••••••• , •• , •••••• , •• , •• , , ••••••••••• , •• , •••• , •• 
Foreign country, •••• , • , , •• , •• , , ••••• , ••••• , , • , •• , ••• , ••••• , • , , , • , • , •• 
Blank or 11At sea" ••• ,.,.,., ••.•• , ••• , •••••••• , ••••• ,, ••••• ,., •••••••• 
Blank or "At sea" •• , •• , •••••••••• , •• ,.,, •••••••••••••••••• , ••••• , • , •• 
Blank or "At sea" •• , •••••••••.•••••••••••• , ••. ,., •• , •••••••• , ••• , •• , • 

Yes 
No 
AP1 

1 
2 
3 
v 
1 
2 
3 
0 

-{Enter code for foreign 
country 

Blank 
Yes 
No 
AP1 

Blank (and no clues from other entries) or 11At sea" .•• , •••••.••••• , •• Blank 

v 
v 
v 
v 

1 Born of American Parents abroad ~r at sea. 

Division and State 

NEW ENGLAND 
Maine •..••••.. , ..•.•....••.•......• , .............. . 
New Hampshire, • , •••••• , •• , , ••• , • , ........ , ••••• , • 
Vermont •••••• , ••••• ,, •••• , •• ,, ••••••••••••••.•••• 
Massachusetts, •• , ........... ,,.,, •• , ••••• , ...... . 
Rhode Island •••••••••• , •••••..••••..••••••••••••• 
Connecticut •• , ••••••••••••••. , ••••• , •••• , ••••• , •• 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
New York •.• , ••• ,.,., •• , •• , ••••• ,,, •• ,,, •••• , ••.•• 
New Jersey ••••• , ••••• ,,., •• , ••• , ••. ,., ••• , ••••••• 
Pennsylvania ••• , •• , ••• , ••• , • , , ••• , , , , , , • , , , • , •••• 

EAST NORTH CENTRAL 
Ohio •••• , .• , ••••••• , •••••••• ,,,, ••••••• , •••• ,.··· 
Indiana, •••••• ,,.,, .• , ••• , ••••••• ,, •• ,,., ••••• , •• 
Illinois, •. ,, •• , •••• ,., ••••. , •• , ••••• ,, •••••••• ,. 
Michigan, ••.. , ..•.••• , ••. ,., .•• , •••••.••••••••• ,. 
Wisconsin •••••• ,., ••• , .•..•..••.•••••.••••••••.• , 

WEST NORTH CENTRAL 
Minnesota •••••••• , ••• , ••• ,.,,.,,., •• ,, ••••••••••• 
Iowa ••• ,, •••••• , •• , •• ,, •• ,,,,,, •••••••••••••••••• 
Missouri ••• , ••.••• , •••• , ••••• ,., •••••••••.••••• ,. 
North Dakota ••••• , ••. ,.,, ••••• ,, •• , ••.•• ,, •••• ,,. 
South Dakota.,,,.,,, •• ,.,, •• , •.••• , ••••• ,,., •••• , 
Nebraska •• , •••.••••• , •• -•• ,.,,.,,., ••• , •• , ••• ,.,,, 
Kansas ••• , .................. , ..................... , 

SOUTH ATLANTIC 
Delaware, ••••.••••••. , ••.• ,,, •••• , ••• ,.,, •• ,, •••• 
Maryland, ••.•. , ••••• ,, •• , •• , ••• ,., •••••• , •• , ••• ,. 
District of Columbia,.,, •• , •••• , •• , •• , ••..••• ,., • 
Virginia ••• , •••••• , •••••••• , .•• ,., •••••••.••••••• 
West Virginia,, ••••• ,, •• , •• , ••• ,., ••• , •• , ••• , •• ,, 

Figure 13. --States Code 

State code Division and State 

SOUTH ATLANTIC--Continued 
11 North Ca:rolina ••••••• , •• , ••••••••• , ••••••• , • , ••• 
12 South Carolina ••••••••••• , • , , •••• , • , • , ••• , ••• , •• 
13 Georgia •••••• , ••• , •••••• , ••••••• ,.,,.,, ••••••••• 
14 Florida ••• , •• , •••• ,, •• ,., •••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
15 
16 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 

Kentucky., •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• ,,,. 
Tennessee,., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

21 Alabama •• , ••• , •••••• , •••••••• , ••••••••• ,., •• ,.,. 
22 Mississippi ••••••• , ••••••• , •••• , •• , •• , • , •••••••• 
23 

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL 
Arkansas .•••••••• , •.•••••••••••••• ,.,, ••• , •••••• 

31 Louisiana •••• , •••• , •••• , ••••• , , ••••• , , , • , , , , • , •• 
32 Oklahoma ••••••••• , •• , , • , , •••• , • , • , ••• , •••••••••• 
33 Texas •• ,, •• ,,,.,, •• , •••• , ••••••••••••••••••• ,, •• 
34 
35 MOUNTAIN 

Montana ••••••••••••.•••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho ••••••.•.••••••••••••• , •••• , ••• , •••• ~ •••••• 

41 Wyoming ••• ,,,, ••••• , ••••• ,., ••• , •••• ,, •• , •• , ••.• 
42 Colorado, •••• , , , • , •••••••• , , • , , ••• , •• , •••• , ••••• 
43 New Mexico ••• , ••• , , , ••• , , • , ••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
44 Arizona •••• , •••••• , •••• ,,., •• , ••••••••••••••••• , 
45 Utah ••••••••• , •••••••••• , ••• , .••••••. , •••••••• ,, 
46 Nevada •••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• , •••••• ,,, •• , ••• 
47 

51 
52 
53 
54 
55 

PACIFIC 
Washington ••• , ••••••••••••••• , •••• , •• , • , •••••••• 
Oregon •••• , •••••• ,, •• , •• , •••• ,., •••••••••••••••• 
California. , • , , , , • , , , , ....................... , ••• 

v 
v 
v 
v 

State code 

56 
57 
58 
59 

61 
62 
63 
64 

71 
72 
73 
74 

81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 

91 
92 
93 
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Each State, Territory, possession, and foreign country was 
given a two-digit code to be used in the appropriate place. The 
first digit of the State code was the same for every State in the 
geographic division; the second digit distinguished that State from 
others in the division {see Figure 13). Territories and posses
sions were treated as a group and were given a distinguishing 
first digit. Codes of foreign countries also were assigned ac
cording to the geographic location of the country (see Figure 14 ). 

Under the scheme used, a code was not entered for persons 
born in the State where they were enumerated. The number was 
obtained during the processing of the final results by subtracting 
the native population born outside the State from the total native 
population of the State. 

The code scheme permitted a classification of the population 
into two basic groups, native and foreign-born. Native included 
all persons born in the United States or its Territories or pos
sessions. It also included a small group of persons who, although 
born in a foreign country or at sea, were American citizens 
because their parents were. Since the Republic of the Philippines 
was established as an independent country in 1946, persons born 
there were classified as foreign-born in the 1950 Census al
though they were considered native in earlier censuses. 

The classification of citizenship embraced two major cate
gories, citizen and alien, and a minor one, foreign-born with 

citizenship not reported. Citizens included natives (who were all· 
assumed to be citizens) and foreign-born persons who had been 
naturalized. Alien included foreign-born persons who had not 
been naturalized, In some tables, figures on aliens were com
bined with those for "citizenship unknown." 

Birthplace of Parents 

"What country were his father and mother born in?" was 
asked for persons listed on sample lines of the population (Pl) 
schedule. In entering the answer in item 25, the enumerator was 
to follow the rules for item 13 except that he entered ''U.S.'' 
instead of the State. 

If the item was blank or the entry was illegible, the coder 
inspected entries for other members of the household. Some
times the parents lived in the same household, or a person with 
the same parents was enumerated on another sample line. If in
formation was not available, the parent was assumed to have 
been born in the same country as the person enumerated. 

Under the code scheme, the fir st of the three digits indicated 
whether the father, mother, or both parents were foreign-born 
(or born in a Territory or possession}. The second and third 
digits represented the country of birth of the parent not born in 
the continental United States. If both parents were foreign-born 

Figure 14. --Codes fo1· Foreign Countries 

Foreign country 

1mROPE 
England .•.•••••.•.••..•••••••.• , •• , •••••.••.•.• 
Scotland •••••••••••.•••• , ••• , •••.••••••..•.•••• 
Wales ••••••••••..•••••••••••.•.••••.••••••• ••·• 
Northern Ireland., •••••••• , •••...••.••••.••• ,., 
Ireland (Eire) •.•••••••••..•••• , .••.••••••••••• 
Norway •••.•• ,, •• , ............. ,., •• ,.,,., ••••.• 
Swederi •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Denmark •••••••••••.•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Netherlands,, ........ ,,,.,., .......... , ....... , 
Belgium ••••••••• ,, .•••••••••••...•••••••••••••• 
Switzerland .••.• , ••• , ••••••••.•••.•• , ••• , , ••••• 
France ........•••••............•.....•••....... 
Germany ....................................... . 
Poland •••••••••••.•••••••••••••.•.••.•..•.•..•• 
Czechoslovakia ••...••••••• ,,.,, •• , ••••.•.••.••• 
Austria,.,, ••••.••••••••••.••••...•••••••.••••. 
Hungary, ••.••..••• , •• , •• , ••••••••.•.•• , •••••••• 
Yugoslavia ••••••••••• , •.•••..•.•..•••••••••••• , 
Latvia., ••••••• ,, ••.•••• ,, •••..••••• , •••• , •.••• 
{!:stonia .••••••.•••••••••.••••••• ,, ••.•• , ••••••• 
Lithuania •••••••••••••••.•••••• , ••••••••••••••• 
Finland •••••••••.••••• , ••••••••••.•••••••••..•. 
Romania, •••••••...•.•• , •• , ••••••••••.•....•..•• 
Bulgaria,, ••••..••• ,, •••••••••••••.•.••••.•..•• 
Greece, ................................ ,, .••.•. 
Dodecanese Islands •• , •• , .•••••••••.••••••..•.•. 
Italy.,, ••••. , •• ,,.,,,, •. ,, ....•.• ,., •• ,,, •• ,., 
Spain ••••.•••••• ,, ••.•••••••••••••••••• ,, •• , ••• 
Portugal. •• , ••••••. , ••••••••••.•••••.••••.••••• 
Iceland, ••••••••••.•••.••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 
Luxembourg ••••••.••••.••••••••••• , •••••••••..•• 
Albania •••••••••••••••.•.•••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Other Europe ••••...••••••••.••••• , ••••••••••••• 

ASIA 
Turkey, ••••••..•••••••••• ,,,, •••• ,,, ••••••. , .•• 
Lebanon ••..•••. , •••• ,., ••••••••••••.• •.••·.•••• 
Syria •.•••••••• , •••••••••••••••.•...•••• , •• , ••• 
Israel. •••.••••• , •••• , ••••••••.•.••••••.• , •••• , 
Arab Palestine, •. , .••.•.••••••••. , •••.••••••••• 
Pakistan ••••••••.••...•.• , ••••••• , ••••••••.•••• 
India, •• , ••••••••••••••••• ,,,, ••••••••••.•.••.• 
China ••• , ••.••.•••••••• , •• ,, ••• ,, ••••••• , ••• , •• 
Japan ......................................... . 
Korea •••• , •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Philippine Islands., ............... , •.••••••••• 
Other Asia,,, •••••••••••..•.••.•••••••••••••••• 

Code 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
1!3 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 

Foreign country 

ASIA--Continued 
u.s.s.R ..••.....•.•.•..•.•..•..•....••....••.. 
Byelorussian S.S.R .................... , •.•• , .. 
Ula-ainian S.S.R, •••.•.•••••.•.•.••• , •• ,., •• , •• 

NORTH AMERICA 
Canada-French •..• , ••• , .••.•....••.•.••••••••.. 
Canada-Other·. , • , • , •• , ••••.•.•• , •• , •••• , ••.••.• 
Mexico ••••••••••••••••.••.•• , •• ,, •••••.•••.••• 
Guatemala,, ••••••••..•.•••••••••• ,., ...••••••. 
British Honduras •.••••.•••••.••.• , •....•••• , •• 
Honduras ..................................... . 
Nicaragua .•••••.•.•••• , .•• , •••. , •.•..•..•••... 
El Salvador ••••.•••.••.•••••.••.•.•..•..•.••.• 
Costa Rica ••. , •••.•••••.•.•.•••.•.•••••••.•••. 
Pana1na .......................................... . 
Cuba .•..•.••.••••.•.••••..•.•••••.••••...•••.. 
Jamaica.,.,., •••••.•..••..••••• , •.•.••..•..... 
Other British West Indies ••••••.••••.••.•.•••. 
Dominican Republic, •.•• , •.•••••.•..•.••..••••• 
Haiti. ....................................... . 
Other West Indies., ..•••••••.•..•.•.•••.••••• , 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Colombia •••• , •••••.•••••. , .•..•.••••••••.••••• 
Venezuela •••••••••..•••.•..•••••• , ••••••.••... 
Ecuador ••..••••.•....•••••••..••••..•.••.•.... 
Peru •••.••.••••..••.•.•••.••.•••••.••.••••..•• 
Bolivia, •..•..•.••.•••••••••••••..•••.•..•..•. 
Brazil. ........... , ....... • ... ••••• .. ···••· .. • 
Paraguay ••.•..• , •. ,, ••••••.•. , ••.•.•.••..•• , •. 
Uruguay •••.•..•.•••.•••••••••.••••.•••..••.••. 
Chile ••••• , •.••.••..••••..••• , •..•..•••.••.••. 
Argentina.,., .......••.•.••••••••••••••..•.••• 
Other South America •• , •• , •.•• , ••••••••••.•..•• 

ALL orHER 
Africa ••.•....••••. , •.••.•..••••.••.•••••••••. 
Azores .•.•. , ••••••.•••••..•••....••••••••••••• 
Other Atlantic Islands ••.••.•.•••••••.•••••••. 
Australia •••• , •••••••.••.•..•.••••••••••.••.•. 
New Zealand •••• , •.•••....•••••••••••••••.•...• 
Trust Territories (U. S. Admin.) ••.•••.•.••••• 
Other Pacific Islands ..••••••••••••.•.•..••.•• 

Code 

55 
56 
57 

60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 

76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
!35 
86 

90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
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or. both were born in a Territory or possession, the father's 
birthplace was coded. If one was born in a foreign country and 
one in a Territory or possession, the foreign country was coded. 

Following is the code scheme: 

identified, item 24 was assumed to be correct and other entries 
were changed if necessary. 

(4) Incomplete entries in item 24. The county was identi
fied wherever possible. 

Code 
Father's birthplace Mother's birthplace 

1st digit 2nd digit 3rd digit 

u.s ....•..••..•............••....••.•••.••.•• u.s ....................................... . Enter no 
1 

I 
code 

Terr. or poss .............................. .. Terr. or poss ............................ .. 
{ 

Enter code for Territory 
. or possession Terr. or poss .............................. .. u.s ....................................... . 2 

u.s .......••.•..••...••..•.••...........••..• 
Foreign.,., •• ,., •• ,,,,,.,., ••.•• ,,., .••.•...• 
Foreign.,,,,,,.,,.,,, •.•.• ,, ••• ,,,., ..•.•. ,,. 

Terr, or poss ••••••• "''''''''' •• , .•••...•.• 
Foreign, •• ,, •••••••.••• ,., •• ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,. 

3 
4 

i' 

{
Enter code for foreign 

U.S.; Terr. or poss ...................... .. 5 country I 
U.S.; Terr, or poss ......................... . Foreign ................ ,., .. , •......... , .. . 6 

Migration 

Migration status was determined for all persons who were 
enumerated on sample lines. These persons were to be finally 
classified into four major groups according to their residence 
a year before the date of interview: 

(1) Those who lived in the same house 
(2) Those who lived in a different house but in the same county 
(3) Those who lived in a different county or abroad 
(4) Those who did not report 1949 residence 

Those persons who moved from one county to another within the 
year (group (3)) were considered migrants. 

The Bureau developed the following questions (items 21-24b) 
for the population (Pl) schedule to get the information on mi
gration status: 

21. Was he living in this same house a year ago? 
If the answer was, "Yes," that person's classification was 

"same house" and no more migration questions were asked. If 
the answer was, ''No,'' two additional questions were asked: 

22. Was he living on a farm a year ago? 
23. Was he living in this same county a year ago? 
If the answer to item 23 was "Yes," that person belonged in 

the "same county" group and no more migration questions were 
asked, If the answer was, "No," he belonged in the "different 
county" group, but to get the extent of his migration, another 
question was asked: 

24. What county and State was he living in a year ago? 
24a. County (or nearest place) 
24b. State or foreign country 

In the screening process, every fourth schedule in the port
folio was examined. If this inspection showed that migration 
entries were incorrectly made, the screener rejected the port
folio and sent it to the editor for "repair." In his review, the 
editor found four types of inconsistencies: 

(1) "Yes" in item 21, "No" in item 23, and no entry in 
item 24. These entries put the person in "sam.e house" and 
"different county." Such cases are possible but very rare; so 
both entries were canceled, and migration status was con
sidered unknown. 

(2) "Yes" in item. 21, with county in item 24 different 
from county of enumeration. These entries also put the person 
both in "same house" and "different county." Because it is 
easier to check the wrong box than to write in the wrong county, 
item 24 was assumed to be correct and the entry in item 21 was 
changed to "No," 

(3) "Yes" in item 23, with county in item 24 different from 
county of enumeration. Such entries put the person in both ''same 
county" and "different county." Again, item 24 was assumed to 
be correct and the entry in item 23 was changed to ''No.'' 

(4) "No" in items 21 and 23 with county of enumeration in 
item 24. Item 24 was again assumed to be correct so the entry 
in item 23 was changed to "Yes." 

Four types of partial entries and omissions appeared: 
(1) "No" in item 21 and blanks in item.s 23 and 24. A "No" 

in item 21 requires an entry in item 23. 
(2) "No" in item 23 and blank in item 24. "No" in item 

23 requires an entrr in item 24. 
For both types (1) and (2), the entire portfolio was examined 

to see if the enumerator consistently made a certain kind of 
error. Corrections were made where possible. 

(3) "Yes" in item 21 or item 23, partial entry in item 24 
not clearly the county of enumeration. If the person lived in the 
same house or same county a year ago, the county in item 24 
should be the county of enumeration. The entry in item 24 was 
carefully examined to see if it might be a ''nearest place'' in the 
county of enumeration or if it might be otherwise identified, If 

About one person out of five m.oves to a different house in the 
course of a year. Consequently, any portfolio showing all or 
nearly all people living in the same house as a year ago was 
carefully examined. In particular, the housing items were in
spected to see if people were living in houses built in 1949 or 
1950. 

The code scheme is summarized as follows: 

Summary steps 

Step I- -Inspect item. 21 entry: 

1st 
digit 

Code 
2nd 

digit 
3rd 

digit 

Yes (sarne house) ............................. .. Enter no code 
No or blank. Perform Steps II and III 

Step II- -Code item 22 (farm residence) 
Yes (farm)•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
No (nonfarm) .................................... . 
Blank (unknown) ................................ . 

Step III- -Look at item 24 (county and State) 
If item.s 24a and bare blank, code item. 23 

Yes (same county) ........................ . 
No (county and State unknown) ........ .. 
Blank (migration status unknown) .... , 

J£ the State and county of enumeration 
appears in item 24, or if the State of 
enumeration appears but county is blank, 
see the instructions below. J£ an entry 
other than county and State of enumera
tion appears, perform Steps IV and VI. 

Step IV--If a State appearsinitem24b,enter 
contiguity code as indicated below 

Entry in 24b 
Same as State of Enumeration ............. . 
Contiguous State•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Noncontiguous State ...•••...•.. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Proceed to Step VI 

Step V--If a Territory, possession or foreign 
country appears in item 24, code: 

Any foreign country ........................... . 
Alaska .•.•...•.•..........••....•............ ,,.,,, 
Iiawaii ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Puerto Rico •••••a•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other possessions .............................. . 

1 
2 
v 

Summary Steps 
Step Vl--(a). Find county in Counties List, or: 

.(b). Find place name in Place List 
If neither county or place name appears in 
Item 24a, enter two-digit State code, fol
lowed by "X," 

x 
0 x 
v x 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

Enter 4 more 
digits for State 
and county 

The instructions below were given the coders ifthe State and 
county of enumeration appeared in item 24, or if the State of 
enumeration appeared but the county was blank (see Step III 
above): 

2nd and 3rd 
Item Z4b Item 24a Item 23 digits 

State of enum- County of 
eration enumeration Disregard x 

State of enum-
eration Blank Yes x 

State of enum-
eration Blank Blank vx 

State of enum~ 
eration Blank No See Step IV 
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Figure 15. - -Reasonable and Acceptable Grades for Each Year of Age 1 

Age (years) 

s ... ............. . 
6, •••••••••••••••• 
7 .••••••••...••••• 
8 •••••••...•..•••• 
9,, ••••••· •••••••• 

10 •.•••••..•••••••• 
11 ••••••••.•••••••• 
12 •.•.••••••.•••••. 
13 ................. . 

Reasonable grades 

K 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 

Acceptable grades 

82 
83 
84 
85 
S6 
S7 
S8 
S9 
SlO 

1 Any grade below the grade given is also reasonable or acceptable. 

Although codes were entered for connties, the final classifi
cation was not by counties but by State economic areas. This was 
done by giving the same code to all the counties in one State 
economic area. These areas were used extensively in the migra
tion tabulations. Economic subregions, which are combinations 
of State economic areas, were also used in some tabulations. 

Education 

Until 1940, census data on education were derived from 
questions on school enrollment and literacy. In 1940, a question 
on years of school completed replaced the literacy question. The 
number of illiterates in the country had become too small to 
warrant counting and reporting. At the same time, information 
on educational attainment was needed to characteriz.e population 
groups. 

In 1950, questions on educational attainment (items 26 and 
27) were asked for all persons on sample lines--one-fifth of the 
total. The question on school en2"ollment (item 28) was limited to 
those 5 to 29 years old, The questions were: 

Item 26--What is the highest grade of school that he has 
attended? 

Item 27--Did he finish this grade? 
Item 28- -Has he attended school at any time since February 

lst? 
Two questions (items 26 and 27) were asked to get completed 

years of school. This approach was used because some people 
give the highest grade attended when asked for the highest grade 
completed. A second question, "Did he finish this grade?" was 
designed to prevent overstatement. 

To get current enrollment, the question on enrollment re
ferred to the period between February 1 and the time of enum
eration. A September date would have included persons who had 
dropped out after the first semester. A March date would have 
excluded persons enrolled in schools which closed for the school 
year at or before that date. For enrolled persons, it was not 
necessary to ask the grade of enrollment, because that would be 
the same as the highest grade attended (item 26). 

Schools in these questions ri:_ferred only to "regular schools''• 
These were defined as , schools which advance a person toward 
an elementary or high school diploma., or a college, university, 
or professional school degree, By this definition, schools not in 
the 2"egular school system, such as vocational, trade, or business 
schools, were excluded. 

Age (years) Reasonable grades Acceptable grades 

14 .•.•••••••••••• 
15 ••.•••••••••••• 
16 ..•••••.••••••• 
17 .............. . 
18 ••.••••••••.••• 
19 ••.••.••••..••• 
20 ••••••••••••••• 
21 ••••..••.•••••• 
22 .•...••••••••.• 

S9 
810 
Sll 
812 
Cl 
C2 
C3 
C4 
C5 

Sll 
812 
Cl 
C2 
C3 
04 
C5 
05 
C5 

The enumerator entered one of the following codes in item 26 
to indicate highest grade attended: 

None•••••••••••••••••••••••···~··•••••••• 
Kindergarten•••••••••••••••• .. •••··-·•• 
ELEMENTARY, HIGH 

Elementary (8 grades) .......... . 
High (4 years) ..................... . 

ELEMENT ARY, JUNIOR-SENIOR 
HIGH 
Elementary (6 grades) ......... .. 
Junior high (3 years) ............ . 
Senior high (3 years) ........... .. 

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 
Undergraduate (4 years) ........ 
Graduate or professional 

school (1 year or more) ...... 

0 
K 

Sl to SB 
S9, SlO, Sll, 812 

Sl to S6 
s1,sa,s9 
SlO, Sll, 812 

Cl, C2, C3, C4 

C5 

During the screening process, folios were rejected for: 
(1) More than one entry in Item 26 (highest g:t"ade attended) 
(2) Inco2"rect prefixes in Item 26, such as "H", "HS'', 

HJH", ''JC", 11 U",. etc. {'tGS 11
, 

11 E" 1 and ''ES" were 
to be accepted as grade school or elementary school.) 

(3) ''No'-' in all or most of the entries in Item 27 (did not 
finish the grade.) , 

(4) Frefixes of "C" fo2" all or most of the entries in Item 
26. 

Rejected portfolios were given to editors for repair. In cor
recting the entries for highest grade attended, the editors used 
two tables. The first gave "reasonable" grades for each year of 
age. A "reasonable" grade is a grade which is not higher than 
the grade which is reported oftenest (the modal grade) for pel"
sons of that age. When the enumerator entered an impossible 
code, such as Sl3, the editor looked at the age of the person. If 
he was 8 years old, the entry was changed to S3 which was a 
•'reasonable'' grade for that age. Reasonable grades are shown 
in Figure 15. 

The second table gave acceptable grades for each year of age, 
This table allowed for children who progressed faster than the 
g:t"oup. For example, an entry of second grade for a 5-year old 

Figure 16. --Tabulation of Highest Grade Attended and School Enrollment From Schedule Entries Specified 1 

Tabulation Schedule entries 

Highest grade attended Enrolled in school Age (item 11) Highest grade attended (Hem 2Ci) Enrolled in school 
(item 28) 

Grade •••••••••.••••.••••• Yes,.,.,.,,,,., ••• ,,,., { 5-17 Grade Yes, NA 
Hl-29 Grade Yes 

Eindergarten .• , ••••..•... Yes •• , .................. 5-6 Kindergarten Yes, NA rl? NA Yes, NA 

NA .••••••••.•••••••••••.• Yes .• , ................... 7-17 Kindergarten Yes, NA 
5-17 None Yes 

14-17 None NA 
18-29 NA, None, Kindergarten Yes i 5-13. None NA 

Grade not tabulated2 ••••• No •••••• , •••••••..•.••• 5-17 Disregard No 
'18.-29 Disregard No, NA 

1 The following abbreviations are used: NA, not available; Grade, highest erade attended as reported on schedule, other than kinder
r;arten. 

2 Highest grade attended not tabulated for persons not enrolled in school. 
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Figure I 7, --Tabulation of Highest Grade Completed from Schedule Entries Specified! 

Schedule entries 
Tabulation of 
highest grade 

Age (item 11) 
Highest grade attended Was grade completed? Enrolled in school completed (item 26) (item 27) (item 28) 

rl7 Grade Yes Disregard 
5-17 Grade NA No 

18-29 Grade Yes Disregard Grade,,, .• , •• ,.,,.,,,, •.• 18-29 Grade NA No 
18-29 Grade NA NA 
30 + Grade Yes, NA ( 2) 

Kindergarten •••..••••••.• 5-6 Kinderl}arten Disregard Disregard 

C" Grade No Disregard 
5-17 Grade NA Yes, NA 

Grade minus 1. ........... 18-29 Grade No Disregard 
lS-29 Grade NA Yes 
30 + Gr•ade No (2) 

Kindergarten Disregard Disregard 
14-17 None Disregard Yes 

None ••.••••••••• ,, ••••.•. 5-17 None Disregard f' 18-29 None, Kindergarten Disregard 
No, NA 
Disregard 

30 + None, Kindergarten Disregard ( 2) ru Kindergarten Disregard Disregard 
5-13 None Disregard Yes 

NA., ..................... 5-17 NA Disregard Disregard 
18-29 NA Disregard Disregard 
30 + NA Disregard . (2) 

1 The following abbreviations r.re used: NA, pot available; Grade, highest grade attended as reported on schedule. 
2 Persons aged 30 or over were not asked whether they were enrolled in school. 

child was acceptable. The editor used this table when the enum- I 
erator made two or more entries. The editor kept the first entry 
which was acceptable in terms of the table and canceled the 
others. For example, the enumerator entered S6 and S4 for an 
8-year old child. S6 was not acceptable according to the table, 
but S4 was. The editor therefore canceled S6. Acceptable grades 
are shown in Figure 15. 

If all entries made in item 26 for a person under 21 years 
old were unreasonable, they were all canceled and the box was 
treated as if blank. For those persons 21 years old and over, the 
highest entry listed was accepted. Blanks in highest grade 
attended were not filled. 

If the portfolio was rejected because of an unacceptable pre
fix in code for highest grade attended, that prefix was edited as 
follows: 

Prefix 

E, ES, or GS 1-8 
Hor HS 1-4 
JH or JHS 1-3 
SH or SHS 1-3 
JC 1-2 
u 1-5 

Interpretation 

Elementary or grade school 
High school 
Junior high school 
Senior high school 
Junior college 
University 

Code 

Sl-8 
S9-12 
S7-9 
Sl0-12 
Cl-2 
Cl-5 

Education entries were not coded during the general coding 
operations. lnstead, operators punched the cards directly from 
the enumerators' entries. The codes for item 26 (highest grade 
attended) were as follows: 

Highest grade attended 

None ......................••.•••.....••••............. 
Kindergarten ....................... , ....... ,, ••• ,., 
Sl (Elementary, lst grade) to 

88 (Elementary, 8th grade) ............... .. 
S9 (High school, 9th grade) .................. .. 
SlO (High school, 10th grade) ............... .. 
Sll (High school, 11th grade) ............... .. 
Sl2 (High school, 12th grade) ................ . 
Cl (College, lst year) to C5 ................. . 
Blank,,.,, •.............•.•...•.....•................. 

Code 

00 
11 

21 to 28 
2.9 
2.0 
2.X 
2V 

31 to 35 
vv 

For items 27 and 28, the operator punched "l" for "Yes," 
"2" for "No," and "V" if the item was blank or if both "Yes" 
and "No" were checked. In item 28, "V" was also punched for 
a person 30 years old or over, 

In the initial tabulations, persons with school attendance un
known were tabulated as not attending if they were 18 to 2.9 years 
of a~e and as attending if they were 5 to 17 years of age. Ac
cording to the U. S, Office of Education, children between 7 and 

17 years of age are almost always covered by compulsory at
tendance laws. They should therefore be attending school. To 
simplify mechanical editing procedures, children of 5 and 6 
years of age with no report on enrollment were also assumed 
to be in school. 

Preliminary sample tabulations of the 1950 Census data, 
however, indicated that many of the younger children were not in 
school. Later tabulations of persons for whom school enroll
ment was not reported were therefore based not only on entries 
for age and enrollment but also on the entry for highest grade 
attended, Figure 16 shows how enrollment and highest grade 
attended were determined from these entries. 

Tabulations of highest grade completed were based on entries 
in four items--age, highest grade attended, completion of grade, 
and current enl"ollment. Figure 1 7 shows how these items were 
combined for the :final tabulations. 

Labor Force 

To determine the economic activity o:f the population, ques
tions were asked about current employment status, hours worked 
during the census week (the calendar week before enumeration), 
type of job held, duration of unemployment, extent of employment 
during the preceding year, and income. Types of jobs (occupation, 
industry, and class of worker) and income are discussed in 
separate sections. The remaining items are described below. 

Curl"ent Employment Status 

Foul" questions were used to find out what persons 14 years 
old and over were in the labor force. The questions were de
signed to identify the following groups: 

A. Persons at work- -those who did any work at all during 
the census week; 

B. Unemployed- -those who did not WOl"k but were looking for 
work; 

C, Persons with a job- -those who neithel" worked nor looked 
for work but had a job Ol" business from which they were 
temporarily absent; and 

D. Persons not in the labor force--thosewhoneitherworked, 
looked for work, nor had a job. 

The four questions in items 15 to 18 of the population (Pl) 
schedule were: 

15, What was this person doing most of last week--wol"king, 
keeping house, or something else? 

If the answer to item 15 was, ".Working,'' the person could 
be classified as at work (Group A) andfurther questions in items 
16-18 were not asked. If the answer was, "Unable to work," or 
if the person was an inmate of an institution, further questions 
on employment status would not be productive, so they were 
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omitted. J£ the answer was ''keeping house'• or something else, 
the enumerator asked the question in item 16. 

16. Did this person do any wC\rk at all last week, not counting 
work around the house? 

When answer's to all of the last three items (16, 17, and 18) 
were ''No,'' the person was not in the labor force and was put in 
Group D. So also were persons who were unable to work or who 
were inmates of institutions. 

If the answer was, "Yes," the person could be put in Group 
A and the questions in items 17 and 18 were omitted. If it was, 
"No," the enumerator asked the next question, 

17. Was this person looking £or work? 

Persons at work and those with a job constitute the employed; 
the employed and the unemployed constitute the civilian labor 
force. Members of the armed forces are added to the civilian 
labor force to obtain the total labor force. Persons falling into 
none of these categories are outside the labor force and are 
further classified, on the basis of their response to item 15, into 
the following groups: keeping house, unable to work, inmate of 
institution, and "other" (the latter consisted primarily of 
students, retired persons, and seasonal workers in an off season). 

If the answer was, "Yes,'' the person could be classified as 
unemployed (Group B) and the question in item 18 was omitted. 
Otherwise, the enumerator proceeded to item 18, 

18. Even though he didn't work last week, does he have a job 
or business? 

Ii the answer was "Yes," the person could be put in Group 
C- -with a job._ 

In the employment status classification, any labor force ac
tivity was given priority over nonworker activity. Thus, persons 

Figure 18, --Employment Status Recode for Persons 14 Years of Age and Over 

Schedule entries 

Employment status Recode Relationship1 Main activity2 Work at all Looking for work Have a 
Hours Class of workerJ 

(item 8) (item 1.5) (item 16) (item 17) job (item 19) (item 20c) (item 18) 

r· Wk Disregard Disregard Disregard Disregard P,G,O,New,Blank 
N.I. Wk Disregard Disregard 

' 
Disregard 15 + NP 

At work, civilian l N.I. H,U,ot,Blank Yes Disregard Disregard Disregard P,G,O,New,Blunk 
N.I. H,u,ot,Blank Yes Disregard Disregard 15 + NP 
N .I. H,U,Ot,Blanlc Blank No,Blank No,Blank 1-14, 15+ P,G,O 
N.I. H,U,Ot,Blank Blank No,Blank Disregard 15 + NP 

With a job, not 
at work •••••.• , 2 N, I. H,u,ot,Blank No,Blank No,Blank Yes Disregard P,G,O,New 1 Blank 

~N.I. H,U,ot,Blank No,Bla:tik Yes Disregard Disregard Not new 

Unemployed, N.I. Wk Disregard Yes Disregard 1-14,0, NP 
Blank experienced ••. , 3 N, I. H,U,Ot,Blank Yes Yes Disregard 1-14,0, NP 
Blank 

Unemployed, new 
worker.,,, •• ,,, 4 N.I. H, U, Ot,Blank No,Blank Yes Disregard Disregard New r AF Disregard Disregard Disregard Disregard Disregard 

N.I. Wk Disregard Disregard Disregard Disregard AF 
Armed forces ..••. 5 N.I. H, U, Ot ,Blank Yes Disregard Disregard Disregard AF 

N. I. ff, U, Ot ,Blank No,Blank No,Blank Yes Disregard AF 
N. I. H,U,ot,Blank Blank - No,Blank No,Blank 1-14, 15+ AF r· H No No,Blank No,Blank Disregard P,G,O,AF 
N. I. H Blank No,Blank No,Blank O,Blank P,G,O,AF 

Keeping house ..•• 6 N,I. }I No,Blank No,Blank No,Blank Disregard New,Blank 
N, I, H Disregard No,Blank Disregard 1-14,0, NP 

Blank 
N.I. H No No,Blank Disregard 15 + NP r· u No No,Blank No,Blank Disregard P,G,O,NP 1AF 
N.I. u Blank No,Blank No,Blanlc O,Blank P,G,O,AF 

Unable to work, .. 7 N,I. u No,Blank No,Blank No,Blank Disregard New,Blank 
N.I. u Blank No,Blank No,Blanlc 1-lLt, o, NP 

Blanlc 
/N,I. Wk Disregard No,Blank Disregard 1-14,0, NP 

Blunk 
N,I. Ot No No,Blank No,Blank Disregard P,G,O,AF 
N,I. Ot Blank No,Blank No,Blanlc O,Blank P,G,O,AF 
N.I. Ot No,Blan]; No,Blank No,Blank Disregard New,Blank 
N.I. Ot No No,Blank Disregard 15 ·I- NP 
N.I. Ot Disregard No,Blank Disregard 1-14,0, NP 

Blank 

Other, not in N.I. u Yes No,Blank Disregard 1-14,0, NP 
Blank labor force. , . , $ N, I. u No No,Blank Yes Disregard NP 

N.I. u Blank No,Blank Yes 1-14,o, NP 
Blank . N, I. Blank No No,Blank No,Blank Disregard Disregard 

N. I. Blank Yes No,Blank Disregard 1-14,0, NP 
Blank 

N,I. Blank No No,Blank Yes Disregard NP 
N, I. Blank Blank No,Blank Yes 1-14,0, NP 

Blanlc 
,N.I. Blank Blank No,Blank No,Blo.nk 1-14 NP 

Employment status 
{ N.I. Blank Blank No,Blank No,Blank 1-14,15+ New,Blank 

not reported,,, 9 N.I. Blank Blanlc No,Blank No,Blank O,Blank Disregard 
Inmate of 

institution. , , • v Inmate Disregard Disregard Disregard Disregard Disregard Disregard 

l N.I. is used for •not inmate" of institution. 
2 The following abbreviations are used: Wlc, working; H, keeping house; u, unable to work; Ot, othe1• activity, not working; 

AF, armed forces, 
' The following abbreviations ere used: P, private wage or salary worker; G, government worker; o, self-employed worker; 

NP, unpaid family worker; New, new worker (inexperienced); AF, armed forces, 
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working, looking for work, or holding a job were classified as 
members of the labor force even though a greater part of the 
week may have been spent in attending school or keeping house, 
Within the labor force, persons who worked at all were classi
fied as at work, even though a greater part of the week was spent 
in looking for work. On the other hand, the clas siiication, unem
ployed, had priority over the category "with a job"--that is, a 
person looking for work was considered unemployed even ii he 
had a job from which he was absent all week. As an exception to 
this priority scheme, unpaid family workers who worked less 
than 15 hours were classified as "not in labor force", or if they 
were also looking for work, as "unemployed;" in their unpaid 
family work, they were presumed to have been engaged only in 
incidental chores, 

Employment status items were coded by machine, and the 
code scheme provided for all possible combinations of entries. 
Moreover, it selected the most plausible interpretation if labor 
force entries were omitted or if they were inconsistent. This 
recode is shown in Figure 18. 

All errors, however, could not be eliminated in coding; so 
labor force items were examined in the screening process to 
detect the work of those enumerators who had completely mis
understood the instructions, Some errors were detected by 
comparing entries in the employment status items (15 to 18) 
with those for occupation, industry, and class of worker (item 
20), Ii a person was in the labor force, his job should have been 
described in item 20, Ii he was not, item 20 should have been 
blank. 

Nonworkers were sometimes reported as workers. Some 
enumerators entered "WK" (for working) in item 15 and described 
the job in item 20 as "Housewife" or "Student." If an enum
erator consistently made such entries, he evidently misunder
stood the Census definition of work. The entry in item 15 was 
therefore changed. Sometimes an entry of "Yes" initem 18 (Did 
he have a job?) was accompanied by an entry like "Retired 
carpenter" in item 20. The entry in item 18 was changed to 
"No," if this error occurred throughout the enumerator's 
work. 

Conversely, some workers wer.e reported as nonworkers. 
Student nurses were frequently enumerated as students. Staff 
members ~f institutions, particularly religious institutions, were 
sometimes reported as nonworkers. The correct entries were 
made for those persons. 

Few problems aro:;e during the card punching process. 
Entries of "Yes" and "No" in item 15 were interpreted as 
working and not working, respectively. Evidently the question 
was understood as "Were you working last week?" If the entry 
in item 15 was illegible, the person was classified as not work
ing unless other items (such as a report of l or more hours of 
work) indicated a job attachment. 

ln the coding operation, the machine assigned an em:i;>loyment 
status recode to each person 14 years old and over (see em
ployment status recode in Figure 18). The recode was derived 
fi:om the answers to items 15 to 18 and from the-entries for 
hours worked and class of worker. The relationship entry in 
item 8 was used to identify inmates of institutions. A different 
recode was assigned for each of the following groups: 

1. At work 
2. ,With a job but not at work 
3, Experienced unemployed 
4. Unemployed, new worker 
5. Armed forces 
6. Keeping house 
7. Unable to work 
8. Other, not in the labor force 
9, Employment status not reported 

10. Inmate of institution 
Persons were coded at work if "Wk" was entered in item 15 

or •'Yes•• was entered in item 16. In addition, a small number of 
persons (about 0,15 percent of the population 14 years old and 
over) were classified as working solely on the basis of reporting 
hours of work and class of worker. 

Persons were not coded as unemployed (looking for work) or 
as having a job unless the schedule entry clearly placed them in 
that classification. New workers were distinguished from the-ex
perienced unemployed by the class of worker entry. Members of 
the armed forces were identified either by the entry in item 15 
or by the class of worker entry. Unpaid family workers who 
worked less than 15 hours were classified as not in the labor 
force; however, if they also indicated that they were looking for 
work, they were put in the unemployed group. 

Persons reported in item 15 as keeping house, unable to work, 
or "other" were classified as not in the labor force if they did 
not work, look for work, or have a job. If the enumerator failed 
to determine whether they worked,lookedforwork,or had a job, 
they were also classified as not in the labor force. Some per-

sons in this group may have been workers, but most of them 
probably were not. .,, 

Persons for whom employment status could not be determined 
were coded "not reported''; but in the published tables they 
appear as not in the labor force. About 1.2 million or l percent 
of all persons 14 years of age and over were in this group. 
Analysis of their characteristics (age, sex, marital status, 
school enrollment, and urban-rural residence) suggests that 
about half a million might have been classified in the labor force 
ii the enumerator had provided complete information. 

Persons for whom employment status was not reported and 
those classified as "other, not in.the labor force," were grouped 
together in most of the published tables. Where possible, they 
were presented by age group to identify students and those re
tired persons who were not reported as unable to work. 

In tabulation, impossible codes were sometimes found on the 
punch cards. They resulted from punching errors and, there
fore, did not represent a known category or classification. In the 
initial tabulations, such cards were re-examined individually to 
determine the correct code. If any were discovered in subse
quent tabulations, however, they were generally put in the "not 
reported'' group. 

Some inconsistencies in the tabulated data were corrected. 
For example, persons 14 to 16 years of age who were reported 
as members of the armed forces were reclassified as em
ployed civilians in the basic tables. Similarly, if rural-farm 
residence was reported for inmates of institutions, it was 
changed to rural nonfarm, because institutions, by definition, 
were not on farms, even ii they engaged in farming activities, 

Hours Worked During Census Week 

"How many hours did he work last week?" (item 19) was 
asked for all persons who worked in the week before enumera
tion. The data are used primarily to distinguish full-time from 
part-time workers. The enumerator was instructed to obtain 
the actual number of hours worked. For persons working at more 
than one job, he was to report total hours worked at all jobs 
during the week, 

Entries for hours worked were not screened or coded. When 
the cards were punched, entries in units other than hours were 
converted into the estimated equivalent hours. For example, 
"full time" was changed to the number of full-time hours 
worked by persons in the same occupation in that area. Blanks, 
however, were not filled, and the number not reporting hours 
worked was published as a separate category. 

Inconsistencies between employment status entries and hours 
worked were generally resolved in the employment status recode 
by assuming that the employment status entries were correct. 
Thus, persons who reported they had worked, but who also had 
entries of "O" hours, were retained in the "at work" category 
and were assumed to have worked l to 14 hours. Persons who 
reported that they did not work, but also reported a number of 
hours worked, were classified as notatworkand the hours entry 
was disregarded. 

lmpos sible codes which turned up in tabulating were allo
cated, If the tens digit was mispunched, the person was classi
fied as "not reported," because the actual figure might range 
from the lowest to the highest class interval. When only the units 
digit was in error, the approximate level of hours was known. 
A unit _could, in most cases, be arbitrarily assigned without 
affecting the results. However, for unpaid family workers with 
a tens digit of l in hours, selection of the unit affected the labor 
force classification; a unit digit of 0 to 4 would take the person 
out of the labor force, while a digit of 5 to 9 would put him in. 
Since enumerator errors generally tend to understate the size 
of the labor force, the unit selected for such cases was 9, 

Duration of Unemployment 

Unemployed persons enumerated on sample lines were to be 
asked ''How many weeks has he been looking for work?" (item 
29). It became clear at an early stage, however, that this infor
mation was not generally obtained. Publication plans for this 
item were therefore abandoned and the data were not processed. 

Weeks Worked in 1949 

Weeks worked in 1949 were determined from entries in item 
30, "Last year, in how many weeks did this person do any work 
at all, not counting work around the house?" '!'his question was 
asked only for persons 14 years old and over enumerated on 
sample lines. The weeks to be counted were those in which the 
person did any work for pay or profit (including paid vacations 
and sick leave) or worked without pay on a family farm or in a 
family business. Enumerators were also instructed to include 
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weeks of active service in the armed forces. 1£ months were re
ported, the enumerator was to multiply the number by 4 1/3. 

The special editing procedure was of significance onlywhere 
persons reported no weeks worked but some earnings received 
in 1949 (item 31). These entries were assumed to be correct in 
the few cases where persons who did not work in 1949 received 
pay in that year for Work done in 1948; but if an enumerato1· 
made frequent entries of this kind, the number of weeks worked 
was probably incorrect. The entries were therefore canceled 
and, in the absence of further knowledge, these persons were 
classified as "not reported." 

In the card punch operation, as in the enwneration, units 
other than weeks we:re converted into weeks. In tabulation, im
possible codes in the tens digit column were changed to "not 
reported". Mispunched codes in the unit column, however, were 
assumed to be 4. The use of 4 instead of 9 (as for the distri· 
bution by hours worked) made a diffe:rence in only one category. 
The class limits of this interval were such as to make 4 a 
better choice. 

Despite precautions, some "heaping" occurred at multiples 
of 4 weeks, indicating that months were frequently used and 
were multiplied by 4 rather than 4 1/3 weeks. This possibility 
had been anticipated, and the class intervals for the publication 
tables were so constructed that the months figure would fall in 
the same interval whether it '>/aS multiplied by 4 or 4 1/3. 

Occupation, Industry, and Class of Worker 

In 1950, three aspects of the person's job were described: his 
occupation (the kind of work he did), his industry (the kind of 
business in which he worked), and the class of worker (whether 
he was a private wage or salary worker, a government worker, 
a self-employed person, or an unpaid family worker). 

A detailed inventory of the types of jobs held by workers was 
obtained from these questions. Moreover, persons in specific 
occupations, industries, and classes of worker were described 
in terms of age, sex, income, and other characteristics. 

Information on occupation, industry, and class of worker was 
collected on a 100-percent basis for persons in the labor force 
during the census week (that is, the calendar week before enum
eration). The three parts of the question (schedule items 20a, b, 
and c) all related to one specific job. For an employed person, 
the job at which he was employed during the census week was 
described. 1£ he held two o:r more jobs during the census week, 
the job at which he worked the greatest number of hours during 
that week was described. For an unemployed person, his last 
job was described. If the unemployed person had never worked, 
he. was designated as a new worker, and no job information was 
obtained. Fer sons in the armed forces during the census week 
were so identified, and no information obtained on type of job. 

Information on occupation, industry, and class of worker was 
also collected for persons not in the labor force during the census 
week, but who had worked at any time during 194 9 (schedule items 
35a, b, and c). This question was asked for a sample of one out 
of every 30 persons. The first tabulations revealed a very large 
"not reported" :rate, possibly because this question had to be 
asked so rarely that the enumerators frequently forgot it alto
gether. These data have not been included in the regular reports 
of the 1950 Census, although a limited amount of this type of 
information was used in special studies. 

Occupational and Industrial Classification Systems 

Occupation and industry cannot be described quantitatively 
(like income or weeks worked), by yes-no or simple multiple
choice answers (like farm residence or marital status), or by a 
reasonably limited number of alternative responses (like highest 
grade of school attended), Occupation and industry have thousands 
of variants, which are complex and hard to describe. Often 
neither the respondent nor the enumerator has a first-hand 
knowledge of the particular occupation and industry under con
sideration. 

Because of the large.numbers of different occupations and 
industries, as well as the lack of precise reporting, systems of 
categories are used in presenting these data. However, occu
pations and industries do not always fall into easily defined cate
gories. In many cases, there is no clear dividing line between 
two recognizable fields. The lack of precision in reporting makes 
it even more difficult to describe the boundaries for each cate
gory. For example, it would be desirable to show separate 
statistics for secretaries and stenographers. It is difficult, how· 
ever, to distinguish between these two fields both in concept and 
practice. Furthermore, the enumerator frequently cannot obtain 
enough info:rmation to separate these two occupations from a. 
third, typists. As a result, all three are combined into a single 
category, "Stenographers, typists, and secretaries." 
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The development of a complete classification system for 

occupation and industry is thus long and complex. In addition to 
concept and :reporting problems, it involves consideration of 
previous census systems, systems used by other government 
agencies, needs for data, and costs. Earlier census systems are 
considered in the interests of historical comparability. The 
problem of compromising between historical comparability of 
the data and revisions necessitated by the constant changes in 
the occupational and industrial structures of the economy is one 
of the major difficulties in developing the classification systems. 

Another comparability problem is the relationship of the 
Population Census system to classification systems of other 
Government agencies, although these systems may have been 
designed for somewhat different purposes. The occupational 
classification developed by the United States Employment Serv
ice for its Dictionary of Occupational Titles is used primarily 
fo:r placement and counselling purposes, The Standa:rdlndustrial 
Classification, developed under the sponsorship of the United 
States Bureau of the Budget, is primarily for reports from es
tablishments (:rather than household enumeration). For both 
occupation and industry, international standard classifications 
have been developed under the auspices of the United Nations 
and the International Labour Office. Comparability between these 
systems and the Population Census systems is maintained as far 
as possible. 

There is constant pressure from users of census materials 
to present figures for many individual occupations and indus
tries not currently shown separately. The decision to give figures 
for a particular item hinges primarily on whether the census 
returns will provide reliable information and whether the need 
warrants it. In 1950, for example, more professional and tech
nical occupations were shown separately than in 1940, because 
manpower planning agencies needed these data. 

Cost, of course, enters into the design of classification 
systems. Costs will generally be reduced by simplifying coding 
or tabulating processes and increased by complicating them. For 
example, in 1950, changes in the code numbers simplified tab
ulating as compared with 194 O. On the other hand, subdividing 
private household workers into •'living in" and •'living out" 
groups added some complications. 

The 1950 occupational classification system contained 2.70 
specific occupation categories, including a "not :reported" cate
gory. Thirteen of them were further subdivided according to such 
criteria as class of worker and industry. The total number of 
items in the occupational classification system used for 1950 was 
469, compared to 452 in 1940. While changes were made in most 
major groups between 1940 and 1950, perhaps the increase in 
the number of categories in the professional and technical group 
was most significant. 

The detailed occupations were ·organized into 12 major 
groups, as follows: 

Professional, technical, and kindred workers 
Farmers and farm managers 
Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farm 
Clerical and kindred workers 
Sales workers 
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers 
Operatives and kindred workers 
Private household workers 
Service workers, except private household 
Farm laborers and foremen 
Laborers, except !arm and mine 
Occupation not reported 
The most detailed listing of occupations in the regular 1950 

Census reports included only 440 categories. This contraction 
from 469 was part of a plan whereby certain professional occu
pations were coded and tabulated separately, but published in 
combination. There was great need for data on these occupations, 
but it seemed questionable whether the census could provide 
reliable figures for the specific groups. 

The classification of industries had fewer categories than the 
classification of occupations. The total number for 1950 was 148, 
including a "not reported" category and subdividing "educa
tional services" into private and government segments. Two of 
the 148 categories were not adequately reported in the 1950 
Census; so they were combined with other categories. Greater 
detail in the service industries accounted for most of the increase 
over the 132 categories of 1940. 

The 1950 Census industrial classification system was organ~ 
ized into 13 major groups, as follows: 

Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries 
Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation, communication, and other public utilities 
Wholesale and retail trade 
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·Finance, insurance, and real estate 
Business and repair services 
Personal services 
Entertainment and recreation services 
Professional and related services 
Public administration 
Industry not reported 
Detailed occupational and industrial classifications are fre

quently not the most appropriate way to present the data. In the 
smaller areas, for example, classification of a few people into 
446 occupation categories is statistically undesirable and would 
invoh:e. great expense. Consequently, condensed or interm~diate 
classi!1cation systems were prepared by selecting some items 
in the detailed systems and combining others. An intermediate 
system of 158 occupations for males and 67 for females was 
used when occupation was cross-classified with such items as 
age, race, and income for States and large urban places. When 
industry was similarly cross-classified, an intermediate classi
fication of 77 industries was used (see Figure 19}. For counties 
and small urban places, only the major occupation groups and a 
condensed classification of 41 industries were shown. 

In developing its occupational and industrial classification 
systems, the Census Bureau had the cooperation of many 
Government and private agencies. The Joint Committee on Oc
cupational Classification, sponsored by the American Statistical 
Association and the U. S. Bureau of the Budget, was particularly 
helpful, 

Instructions to Enumerators 

Instructions to enumerators on occupation and industry em
phasized the need for "clear and specific" entries. This rather 
general approach was adopted because it was impossible to give 
a full set of rules and criteria against which the adequacy of the 
returns could be evaluated. Atceptable and unacceptable illustra
tive entries were shown, and the enumerator was warned about 
some of the common errors. 

The need for consistency in the three parts of the question 
(occupation, industry, and class of worker) was explained. These 
parts referred to a single job, and an entry like ''Barber, Retail 
jewelry store, P'' was not acceptable. This point was emphasized 
in the filmstrip used to train the enumerators on this que·stion. 

Enumerators were instructed to question reports of young 
persons in professional and craft occupations. Also, special care 
was to be given to entering full descriptions for seven occupation 
fields: agent, clerk, engineer, fireman, mechanic, nurse, and 
teacher. 

Short explanations were given on how to report Government 
agencies, multi-activity businesses, and "home" businesses. 
The enumerators were cautioned not to report the company name 
but to give a description of the business. 

Fairly short and precise instructions could be given for class 
of worker, where only four entries were possible--P (for 
private employment), G (for Government employment), 0 (for 
self-employment), and NP (for unpaid family work). Special in
structions . were given for reporting clergymen, partnerships, 
work for pay in kind, and odd-job or casual work, 

The enumerators were not provided with a standard ques
tion to ask for class of worker (as they had for occupation and 
industry). In a large pi·oportion of cases, the answer was ob
vious .from the responses to the occupation and industry ques
tions. If it was not, the enumerator was instructed to mention 
one or two of the most appropriate categories to get the infor
mation. 

Coding Procedure 

Specially trained clerks coded occupation, industry, and class 
of worker by entering a seven digit code. The first three digits 
were for occupation, the second three were for industry, and 
the final one was for class of worker. 

The basic document used by the clerks in this coding opera
tion was the publication, 1950 Census of Po ulation,Alphabetical 
Index of Occupations and Industries. This In ex gives co es or 
some 25,000 different occupation and industry titles, A com
panion volume, Classified Index of Occupations and Industries 
groups the titles according to their appropriate occupation and 
industry categories and is useful in interpreting the tabulations 
and published reports. . 

.Although the Alphabetical Index is a comprehensive volume, 
it does not include many of the entries which appeared on the 
census schedules. The Index, of "course, was prepared before the 
census was taken; and, despite intensive research, all new titles 
which arose from technological and other changes could not be 

anticipated.' Then too, the number of different entries on the 
schedules was so great (probably well in excess of 100,000) that 
a volume showing them all would be too large for the cadets to 
use efficiently. These limitations meant that the coder could not 
immediately find every title in the Index and he therefo;,e had 
to be trained to r.elate the schedule entrie~ to the titles given in 
the Index. 

Among the steps taken to meet this problem were: (1) occu
pation-industry- class of worker codinf was set up as a separate 
process, (2) the clerks who seemed best qualified to do this work 
were selected, (3) the clerks were given a full five-day training 
and testing program, and (4) emphasis was placed on the seiec
tion and development of the technical assistants who provided 
first-line supervision. , ' 

At the outset, entries not listed in the Index were referred by.i 
the regular coders to more· experienced personnel. As the 
regular coders gained experience, these limitations were relaxed; 
but special coders continued to classify problem cases. Problems 
in industry classification were-frequently referred to research 
personnel who consulted reference volumes on industrial-activ
ities in the area. 

Except for certain problem cases (where helpful indications 
might be obtained from "such items as sex, age·, and education), 
the occupation, industry, .and class of worker entries were coded 
without refer·ence to other items on the schedule. This approach 
maximized the operational efficiency but it probably hada slight 
negative effect on quality. · 

A "not reported" code was enteredforoccupationor industry 
when these items were unknown. For unknowns in class of 
worker, however, the clerk was instructed to classify the person 
as a private wage or salary workei:, unless the occupation and/or 
industry returns provided evidence that one of the other class
of-worker categories was more appropriate. 

During the early stages of the processing, a "screening" 
operation was set up to detect poorly- enumerated portfolios. This 
did not prove effective, mainly because of the shortage of experi
enced personnel, and it was abandoned. Later, a different pro
cedure was introduced and was effective in cutting down the 
number of problems referred to the specialists. About a week 
before the portfolios for a particular city were to be deliverE!d to 
the coders, a specialist looked through a sample of them for re
curring problems. These problems were resolVed, and -instruc
tions were in the hands of the coders by th:e time they got the 
portfolios. This procedure not only reduced referrals; it also 
improved the coding. 

Machine Tabulation Procedures 

Punching the occupation-industry-class df worker codes was 
a fairly simple procedure. Only two situations were acceptable 
for punching- -a complete blank or a seven-digit code. If the code 
had fewer or more than seven digits, the schedule was referred 
to a specially assigned, and immediately available, code clerk, 
who resolved the problem. 

In general, the data were tabulated withaminimum of cross
checking to eliminate errors and possible inconsistencies. The 
'capacity of the tabulation machines, as well•as the complexities 
these checks. would have introduced into the wiring, limited the 
mechanical edit; consequently, some minor inconsistencies 
slipped into the final data. As in other subjects, however, the 
processing was geared to accept small discrepancies at the 
various stages. 

Since the occupation, industry, and class of worker tabula
tions were made only for employed and experienced unemployed 
persons, the employment status codes were used to identify these 
groups. In tabulating occupation and industry, no distinction was 
made between those "not reported" cases where only one or 
two of the three items was unrepotted, and those where all three 
items were unreported. 

Although the "not reported" cases were generally ot)ly be
tween one and two percent of employed persons, and only slightly 
more of the entire experienced civilian labor force, no oc~upa
tion or industry category was large enough to absorb them without 
distorting the data. Separate "not reported" catego~ies were, 
therefore, established for these two items. Unknowns in class of 
worker, however, could be absorbed by the "private wage and 
salary workers" category, which had about 70 percent of the 
total employed, The unknowns in class of worker were therefore 
put into the private wage and salary group • 

s Some of the titles which have recently been added to the Index are: artificial inseminator 
(agriculture) baby sitter (private family}, crop duster (agriculture), rat farmer (farm), ramp 
attendant (ai;port), and space controller (airline). 
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Presentation of Data 

In publication, greatest emphasis was placed on the larger 
areas, for which detailed occupation and industry inventory fig
ures and intermediate levels of cross-classifications were 
provided. For smaller areas, the data were limited to major 
group or comparatively condensed inventories. The primary 
publication program was supplemented by a detailed set of 
cross-classifications for the country as a whole, based on the 
3-1/3-percent sample. , 

In 1950, relatively little was done to eliminate those figures 
which appeared unusual or even incorrect unless a gross error 
had obviously occurred. Census data are subject to errors from 
a number of sou·rces. The editing process was limited and small 
frequencies ,in "unusual" cells of the published tables must be 
used with discretion. 

Differences between the 1950 classification systems and those 
used in earlier censuses involve comparability problems. Ex
planations of these· changes are sometimes complex and too 
lengthy to be included in the regular reports• Some of this in
formation appears in text statements, and a fuller-explanation 
for specific problems can be furnished on request. 

Income 

To get income information in the 195,0 Census, three ques
tions were asked of all persons .14 years old and over who were 
enumerated on sample lines of the population (Pl) schedule, 
They were: 

3la. Last year {1949), how much money did he earn working 
as an employee for wages or salary? 

31 b. Last year, how much i;noney did he earn working in his 
own business, professional practice, or farm? 

3lc. Last year, how much money did he receive from in
terest, dividends, veteran's allowances, pensions, rents, 
or other income (aside from earnings)? 

If the person on the sample line was the head of a primary 
Der secondary family, the same questions were repeM:ed for the 
other family members as a group (item 32a, 32b, and 32c). The 
total family income was computed from answers to the six 
questions; the total income of·the individual was obtained from 
the first three questions. 

The procedure for obtaining information on income provided 
an :inbiased 20-percent sample of families and persons, but it 
resulted in some underreporting in family income. If each mem
ber of the family hadbeenquestionedindividuallyabout each type 
of income, probably a larger amount would have been reported. 

An entry was required for each type of income. If the person 
received no income, the "None" box was to be checked. Income 
received during the year was recordeq to the nearest whole 
dollar; and if more than $10,000 was reported, the enumerator 
entered "10,000 + • " An entry of "Even" was to be made when
ever a respondent reported that his business expenses just 
balanced his business receipts. If the expenses of the business 
or farm exceeded the receipts, the word "Loss" was to be 
written above the amount of the loss. 

Definition of Income Concepts 

The Enumerator's Reference Manual contained extensive in
structions on the income concepts. In addition, a film strip 
"lncome--What It ls and How to Report It",was used to present 
the most important rules for getting the information accurately. 

Instructions to enumerators emphasized the following points:. 
1. Wage or salary income is the total pay received from all 

jobs, before payroll deductions for taxes, bonds, union 
dues, etc. This income category also includes commis
sions, tips, piece-rate payments, and armed forces pay 
and allowances, but does not include payments "in kind" 
or the salaries that some owners of businesses pay to 
themselves. 

2. Self-employment income is the ne.t income from the op
eration of a business, a professional practice, or a farm; 
that is, it is the total money receipts less the operating 
expenses, {Various types of business or farm expenses 
were listed in the instructions, and distinctions were 
drawn between operating expenses and expenditures for 
other items, such as food, shelter, personal taxes, 
capital improvements, etc.) 

3. Income from sources other than earnings is of various 
types, and enumerators should be familiar with them. (The 
types were listed and defined.) 

4. The following money receipts are not considered income: 
allowances, capital gains or losses, withdrawals from 
!'avings, lump- sum inheritances, and the like. 

5, A primary family head is the same as a household head; 
a secondary family head is ''a person unrelated to the 
household head but with persons related to him listed be
low him on the schedule, such as a lodger with wife 
present in the household.'' 

6. The special form, Confidential Report on Income, is for 
respondents who prefer to 1nail the income information 
directly to Washington, D.C. rather than to answer the 
local enumerator's questions. (Only 300,000 copies of this 
form were used, and some of them were used to avoid a 
return visit rather than to obtain secrecy. The form un
doubtedly reassured many people that the income queries 
were treated with absolute confidentiality.) 

Processing the Income Data 

Three broad categories of errors were expected in collecting 
and processing the income data: (1) reporting errors, such as the 
misclassification of income; (2) blanks or other incomplete en
tries on the schedule; and (3) coding and punching errors. Plans 
were made to correct as many of the errors as possible at dif
ferent stages of the processing operation, either in screening and 
editing, coding, or tabulating. 

Screening.--Reporting errors could not be corrected to any 
great extent; but some errors were corrected in a special screen
ing operation. If the enumerator consistently misclassified the 
business income of farmers or other self-employed persons as 
wage or salary income, the income entries were changed. !£he 
frequently reported no income for self-employed persons who 
had worked during 1949, the entries were edited to "Even" on 
the assumption that the respondent reported that he did not make 
a profit. Similarly, if the enumerator consistently failed to re
port income for wage or salary workers who had worked during 
the previous year, the entries were edited to "Not reported"; 
this was believed to be more accurate than an entry of "None." 

Coding. --Coding consisted essentially of converting the 
enumerator's entries for each type of income into two-digit codes 
representing hundred-dollar intervals (for example, 34 for 
$3,400). In addition, the coder added the amounts reported in 
items 3la, 3lb, and 3lc and coded the sum as the individual's 
total income~ Total family income was coded by adding the in-

. come reported for other family members in items 32.a, 32b, 
and 32c to that of the family head. Family income was coded 
only when an amount was reported for other family members. 
In tabulation, the machines were wired to pick up the family 
head's income if the family income had not been coded. This 
procedure el:lntlnated unnecessary clerical work. · 

Incomplete entries were corrected whenever possible in the 
coding operation. Blanks were converted to zero under specified 
circumstances. For example, if the person had not worked at all 
during 1949, blank earnings items (wages or salary, self-em
ployment income) were changed to entries of "None". If earn
ings were reported and other items were blank, the earnings 
were assumed to be the total income of the person. These pro
cedures were adopted because inexperienced enumerators often 
left a blank when the respondent reported no income instead of 
checking ''None". Moreover, previous income surveys had shown 
that most persons receive income from only one source. 

De~pite corrections for incomplete entries, about seven per
cent of all persons 14 years of age and over were classified as 
having ''total income not reported.'·' This group consists not only 

·of those with no information at all, but also of those with limited 
information which could not be coded according to the above rules. 

In the interest of economy, incomplete entries for family in
come were edited under the relatively simple procedure de scribed 
above. That is, the income of the head was assumed to be the total 
family income if income for other family members was not re
ported. This method did not seriously distort the reported family 
income distribution. It did, however, add 0.5 million families to 
the 1.1 million families who had specifically reported that they 
had no income, 

Tabulation.- -Impossible codes were the only coding and 
punchin'g errors corrected during tabulation. Income entries had 
been converted into two-digit codes representinghundred-dollar 
intervals. If the second digit of the income code was not ac
ceptable or was not punched, the correct thousand-dollar inter
val was determined from the first digit, and the income was 
allocated to the lower half of this interval. However, when the 
first digit was not acceptable, the income was treated as "not 
reported.'' 

Veter!U' Status 

Identification of veterans is desirable so thatinformationcan 
be obtained on their occupation, income, education, family status, 
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Figure 19.--Relationships Among Condensed, Intermediate, and Detailed Industrial 
Classification Systems Used in the 1950 Census of Population 

Cornlcnscd clussificutlon-41 ltcms Intermediate classitlcation-77 ltems Detn.llcd classitlcation-148 items 

Agrlouiturc. - - -- -- --- ___________________ .• ____ _ __ Agriculture ______________________ .________________________ Agriculture (01, 07 cxc. 0713). 

Forestry and llshorics. ______ ------- ____ ___ _ _ ____ _ Forestry nnd fisheries. _________________________________ -- _ {~fs'i~~~j[s ~i~): 

Mining __________________ ------------------------ Crudo petroleum and natural gas extraction._.--------_--· Crudo petroleum and m1tural gas extraction (13). 
{

Coal mining ______________________________________________ Con! mining (11, 12). 

Mining and quarrying, exc~pt fuel..------- -- -- ----------- {Wo~~~~~nf~~\;;\iig and quarrying, except f1wl (14). 

Construction. ____ -- _ ------ ---- ____ --- _ _ __ ____ __ _ Construction _______________________ ·- •• ______________ -·--- Construction (15-17). 

Furniture, and lumber and wood products_______ SMawi
8
mills

1
-
1
, -pfa1iin~-miils;aiicf"ii1iiiwork-::·::::::::::::: __ Sawmills, planing mills, and mill work (242, 243) . 

{

Logglnp: Logging (241). 

• cell .. oons wood products_------·---- ____ . __________ Miscellnncous wood products (244, 249), 
Furniture and fixtures.-----------. ___ . __ . ______ ... __ .____ Fmnitnre nnd fixtures (25). 

{
P I · l t 11 d t · {must furnaces, steel works, and rolling mills (331). · 

Primary mcti>l industries .. ----------·-----------· r mary iron arH s co n 115 nes ... __ ---- --- ----- -- ---- --· .Other primary Iron nnd steel lndnstriPs (332, 330 1). 
Primary nonferrous industries ______________ . _______ ------- Primary nonferrous industries (333-336, 3302 1, 3300 1). 

Fabricated metal lnclustrics (incl. not spce!Ocd 348•, 3491-3405), 

\

Fabricated steel products (19 exc. 104, 341-343, 344 exc. 3444, 346 1, 

met.II) __ - -·--- - - - -- - -- ---- -- -- -- -- -_ ------ ·-- __ Fabricated melal industries (incl. not spcciOe<l metal)_____ Fnbric:1tednonfcrrous metal products (3444, 34f>3 '• 347, 3•189 2, H406, 3407, 
3409). 

Not specified metal Industries.' 

{
Agricultural mnohlncry and tractors (352). 

Machinery, except olcetricaL __ ---------------- __ Muchinrry, except electrlc:1L ____ ------------- ------------ Office and store machines and devices (357). 
Miscclhmeous machinery (351, 3f•9-356, 3li8, 350). 

Electrical machinery, equipment, and supplies ... Elcctr'ical machinery, equipment, and supplies____________ Electrical machinery, equipment, and snvpllcs (36). 

Motor vehicles and motor vohiclo equipment____ Motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment______________ Motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment (371). 

Trnnsportntion equipment, exc. motor vehicle___ Sbio anrl boat b11ildinganifrcii:iiiiriiii_-_:: ::::: :: :::: :::::: :: Ship nncl boat building and repairing (373). {
Aircraft and parts AircrMt rmd parts (372). · 

· Railroad an<\ miscellaneous transportation pquipment. ____ Rnilroad and mlscellancons transportation equipment (374, 375, 379). 

Glass and glass products __________________________________ Glass nnd glass products (321-32.1). ( ) 

Sto l l l 
St.ructuml clay products (325). 

{

Cement, and concrete, gypsum, and plaster products 324, 327 . 

Otl d bl d nc art c ny pronuctS..-----------,--------------------- Pottery and related products (326). 
ier um 0 goo 8 - ----- -------------------- --- Mlscell!meous nonmetallic mincrnl and stone products (328, 329). 

{

Professional equipment and supplies (104, 381-385). 

All other durable goods.----·----------------------------- f~:~~f~~~Pdn~~~nd~T~~~k~~:~-~~~i~t~~8~f~vices (387). 
Misccllrmeous manufacturing industries (39). 

1

·1Mcat products.------------------------------------------· Meat products (201). Bakery products ____________________________________ -----· Bakery products (205). 

F 1 d kl d d d t !Dairy products (202). ooc an n ro pro uc 8 --- - ---------- -------- Canning und preserving frnits, vegetables, and sea foods (203). 
Grain-mill products (0713 204). 

Other food industries._____________________________________ Confectionery and related products (207). 
Bcvernge inrlustrlcs (208). 
Miscelltmcous food iweparations and kintlrcd pro<lucts (206, 200). 
Not specified food industries.• 

Textilo mill products Yam, thread, mid fabric mills _____________________________ Yarn, thread, nnd fabric mills (221-224). 
{

Knitting mi11s ______________ ------------------------------- Knitting mills (225). 

---------------------------- {Dycln~ and finishing textiles, oxcept knit goods (220). 
Other textile mill products.--·---------------------------- Carpets, rugs, and other floor covl'rlngs (227). 

Miscclit111eous textile mill products (228, 220). 

App" 1 nd otJinr f•b I t d t til" p ducts A 1 d th r b · t d t ·ti! d t {Apparol and accessories (23 exc. 230) . .. re a ~ .. r ca e ex ' ro ---- pparc an o er a nca e ex e pro uc s ___________ ·-- Miscellaneous fnbriclllcd textile products (230). 

Printing, publishing, and allierl industries _______ Printing, publishing, and allied Industries----------------- Printing, publishing, and allied Industries (27). 

Chemicals and allied products __________________ _ 

Other nonduml>le goods. __ ---------- ______ . ____ . 

\

Syntllctic fibers (2825). 
Drugs an<\ medicines (283). 

Chemicals and allied products----------------------------- Paints\ varnishes, nn<l related products (28/i). 
Misccl aneous chemicals and allied products (281, 282 cxc. 2825, 284, 

• 280-289). 

Tobacco manufactures------------------------------------ Tobacco manufnctmcs (21). 

{
Pulp, paper, and paperboard mills (261). 

Paper and aJllcd products _____________ ·----·------------·- Paperboard contnincrs tmd boxes (207). 
Miscellaneous paper aud pulp products (264-266, 2fi0). 

p t J um d 1 l t {Petroleum refining (201). 
e ro c an coa proc uc s .. ----- ------- ----------- ---·- Miscellaneous potrolemi:J and coal products (29 oxc. 291). 

Rubber products ________________ --------------------______ Rubber products (30). 
Footwear, except rubber _________________________________ . Footwear, except rubber (313t 311). 
L ti 11 th \ t t f t {Lenthcr: tanned, curried, ana finished (31!). ca icr am ea er pro< uc s, excep 00 wear_. ___________ Loather products, except footwear (312, 315-317, 310). 

Not. specified mnnnfnctUl'ing imlustrit,s. ___ . _ _ __ _ Not specified manufacturing industries ... _________________ Not spceltlod manufacturing imlustrics.' 

H11ilrnuds 111111 rallW!IY express service _____ ---- --- Railroads and railway express service ______ -------------·- Rnilroads und railwo.y express service (40), 

T kl · 1 h · T kl I d . h I {Trucking service (421, 428). ntc ng service am ware ousmg_______________ rue ng scrv co an ware ous ng ___ --------------------. Wurchotising and stornge (422-421\, 429). 

\

Street rnllways ancl buslinr.~----------------------------- Street railways and bus lines (41, 43 exc. 433). 
Wutcr transportation------------------------------------ Water transportation (44). 

Other trausportutlon .. ___ ••. -_____ - . - _ - . --------- Air transportation ___ -----------------·-------------------. Air tra.nsportntlon (4.5). 

{
Taxicab sorvirc (433). 

All other trans11ortation ---------------------------------- Petrolaum and gasoline pipe lines (46). 
Services Incidental to tmnsportalion (47). 

'l' I i ti Tel omn1 n"c"tlon {Telephone (wire and radio) (481). c ccommun en ons_____________________________ ec u 1 " 8 -------------------·------------------ Telcgrnph (wire ancl radio) (48 cxc. 481). 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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Figure 19.--Relationships Among Condensed, Intermediate, and Detailed Industrial 
Classification Systems Use_d in the 1950 Census of Population--Con. 

Condensed classlfleatlon-41 items Intermediate classificatlon-77 Items Detailed classifiontion-148 items 

{
Electric light ancl power' (401). 

{

Electric and gas utilities___________________________________ Eloctric-gns utilities' (493). 
Utilities and snultm·y services .. ------------------ Gwnstantl stm

1
1m(

4
s1
0
1
1
p\ply systems (4~2, 4UO). 

{ 
a or supp y ... 

Water supply, sanitary services, and other utilities·------· Sanitary services ('J9fi). 
Other ancl not specified ut!l!tics a (497). 

Motor vehicles and equipment (501, 5111). 
Drugs, chemicals, uncl allied products (502, 5112). 
Dry goods ancl apparel (503, 5113, 5132). 
I<'ood and related products (.504, 505, 5114, 5133 5134, 514). 

Wbolesalo trade. -- .. --· ------ ____ ---· ----------- Wholcsnle trudc 
Electrical goods, hardware, nnd plumbing equipment (506, 507, 5116). 
Machinery, equipment., and supplies (508, 5118, 5136). 

Food & clnil'y produrts stores, and milk retailing __ 

Eating and driuklng places .... -------··-----···-

Other retail tmtlc. ________ .. __ --------·- ________ _ 

Petroleum products (512). 
Farm products-mw mnterinls (509r., 5\R5). 
Miscellaneous wholesale trade (5091-5095, 5097-5000 ', 5115, !ill 7, 5110, 

5137-51B9 'J. 
Not specllled wholcsnlo trade.' 

Food nnd dairy products stores and milk retailing {''o?rl stores, except dairy pr~duets !54 exo. 545). 
• · -- ----- Dmry products stores and rmlk rctml!ng (645). 

Eating nucl drinking plriccs .. ______________________________ Eating nncl drinking places (58). 

General merchandise and five au cl ten cent stores {G?nernl merchanclise stores (53 exc. 533). ---------- Fwe an.d ten cent stores (53'3). 
!l.ppnrel nnd •c•essorics stoi·es {Apparel and accessories stores, except shoo stores (56 exc. 566). 
• ~ • ' " ----------------------------- Shoo stores (56B). 
Furniture homo furnishln~s and oquipment stores {Furniture nnd t:ousefurnishlngs stores (571). 

' • . ------- Household applmnco and radio stores (572). 
Motor vehicles anrl ncccssork•s rctuillng. ______ ---------- __ Motor voblcles and necessaries retailing (55 exc. 554). 
Gasoline service stations. ________ ----- _________ ----------- Oosoline. service stations (554). 
Drug stores. __ ------- ___ ---- ___ .. ______ ------------------- Drug stores (iiOl). 
TI cl • f · I & b ildi t · · · {Rarclwaro and farm implement stores (525). ar wa1r, arm imp emcnt, u ng ma erml retmhng_ Lumber and building mater in! retailiug (52 exc. 525). 

!
Liquor stores (592). 
Retail florisl.s ( 5092) . 

All other retail trade.-----------------------------------·- ie:OT1~~Jti~~0;0~~mng (SOB). 
Miscellaneous retail stores (503-506, 500 cxc. 5002). 
Not specified retail trade.• 

{

Banking and other finance ________________________________ Security and commodity brokcmge, nnd Investment companies (62, !
Banking and credit agencies (60, 61). 

Finance, insurance, rmcl renl estnlc .... ------------ rn~~~anco (63, 64). 
Insumnce ancl real estate __________________________________ Real estate' (65). 

Real estate-insurance-law offices• (66), 

us1ness services ..... -----.______________________ Business services ______________________________ . ____ ------- Accounting, auditing, and bookkeBping services (737). 
B · {Advertising (731). 

Miscellaneous business services (732-736, 739). 

Repair services________ {A~tomobile repair ~ervices and garages____________________ Automobile repair services and garages (75). 
-- ----- --- · ------ ---- ----- M1scellancous rcpmr services _____________ . _________ ------- Miscellaneous repair services (76). 

Private households. ______ -----__________________ Private households ________________________ ._______________ Private householcls (88). 

Hotels and lodging places._______________________ Hotels and loclg!ng places_·------------------------------- Hotels and lodging places (70). 

0 
h {I,aunclerlng, cleaning, 1mcl dyeing services _________________ Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services (721, 722, 727'), 

t er persorrnl services__________________________ {Dressmaking shops (72717). 
All other personal services.·------------------------------- Shoe repair shops (725). . 

Miscellaneous personal services (723, 724, 726, 729). 

Entertainment nnd recreation services ___________ Entertainment and recreation services _____________________ Bowling alleys, an<l billiard and pool parlors (793). !
Radio broadcasting and television (77). 
'!'heaters and motion pictures (78, 792). 

Miscellaneous entertainment and recrontion services (791, 79•1-790, 
799), 

Medical and other health services _______________ _ 
Eclucatlonnl services, government. ______________ _ 
Educational services, private_------------------· 

Medical rmd other hea~t\' servkes. _______________________ . {~~~~ff~l:(gog~~cr health services, except hospitals (80 exo. 806). 

Educational services, government------------------------- Educational services, government}· (S2 84) 
Eclucntional services, private______________________________ Educational services, private ' ' 

0 1 
. c ate, IC g1ous, an membcrsb P orgamzat ons_ ----·--· Nonprofit membership organizations (861-865, 869). 

{

W I! . . II · d I · 1 {Welfare and religious services (856, 867). 
tier profcs.olnnal nncl related scrvwcs___________ {Legal services (8!). 

Lrgal, engineering, and misc. professional services _________ Engineering and architectural services (801). 
Miscellaneous professional anrl relutecl services (89 exc. 891). 

Public administration.-------------------------- Federal public aclministration _____________________________ Federal public administration (90 ') {

Postal service _____________________________________________ Postal service } 

St t cl 1 I br cl - 1 t ti {State public administration • n e an oca pu ic a mm s ra on ______________________ Local publlc ndministration 

Industry not reported ____________________________ Industry not reported _____________________________________ Industry not reported (99). 

NOTE: See Executive Office of tbc President, Burea11 of the Budget, Standard Industrial Classification J..Ianiial, Vol. I, Manufactu.rino Industries, Part 1 (November 1945 
edition); and Vol. II, Noninan.11/acurino lndnstries (May 1949 edition), Washington, D. C. 

1 Components of SIC categories 3392 and 3399 are allocated between "Other primary iron and steel industries" and "Primary nonferrous Industries" on a Ccrrous-non!errous basis. 
• Components of SIC categorios 3463 and 3489 are allocated between "Fabricated steel products" and "Fabricated nonforrous metal products" on a ferrous-nonferrous basis. 
1 In th.; l'opnlation Census system, "not Sl)ecitled" categotles wern set l\l) witl\\n certain gronps t<1 tak,; cam oC seb.ednl,; returns which were not s11filc\ently precise !or r.llOOl\t\on 

to 11 sp,eclfic category within the group. 
' 'Electric light !Incl power" anrl "Electric-gas utilities" are combined Into a single category In the Volume Ir tables on detailed industry. 
I Components of SIC categories 5009 and 5139 nre alloc11tocl by type o! merchandise to the appropriate Population Census wholesale trade category, wherever possible. 
I "Real estate" and "Real estatc-insumnce-lnw offices" are combmed Into a single category in the Volume II tnbles on detailed industry, 
7 Dressmaking shops are shown separately from the rest of sro eatec;ory 7271, which is incluclccl in "Laundering, cleaning, and dyeing services." 
I See text for explanation of basic cliffcrcnce between SIC and Population Census In classiftcation o! government workers. 
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. . ('t s 33a 33b, and etc Accordingly the following questions 1 em ' 1 • • f ge and over w io 33c) were to be asked of all males 14 years 0 .a 
1 

hedule• 
were enumerated on sample lines of the population (P. J sc · 

Did he ever serve in the U.S. Armed Forces during-
World War II? 
WorldWarI? , ? 
Any other time, including present service· d d in 

The entries on military service were not inspecte ur g 
. . C d' was unnecessary the screening and editing processes. 0 mg , dbl k 

. . d t , , '' ''no ' an an • because the answers were 11m1te o yes, ' ti 
Data on veteran status in the 1940 Census were not sa s

factory. Tabulation of a preliminary sample of the 1950 returns 
indicated that these data, too, were not reliable. Age and type
of-service entries were sometimes inconsistent, and n_onre
porting was relatively high. Furthermore, the tot~ls d~d ~t 
check very well with corresponding figures comp1~ed Y t e 
Veterans Administration. The location of the question on the 
schedule may have been responsible for. some ~f t_he errors-. 

As a result it was decided not to publish statistics on veteran 
status except, 'possibly, for large area statistics on family and 
household heads. 

Families 

Information on family units such as their size, the ~umber of 
children, and number of nonrelatives, could not be obtained from 
the population punch cards, because each card represented only 
one person. Consequently, family data were transc~ibedfrom the 
population schedules to specially designed transcription sheets. 
The family (F) card was then punched from these. sheets• 

All persons enumerated on the last sample line of the pop
ulation schedule were selected for a 3 1/3-percent sample. The 
last sample line was not always filled, however, so the sample 
had to be supplemented with prior sample lines. These were 
selected by procedul."es designed to maintain the representa
tiveness of the sample. To effect economies, some areas were 
sampled at a rate of 1 1/9 percent, and New York City was 
sampled at a rate of 2/3 of one percent, Every third sch.edule 
was subsampled in the first case and every fifth schedule m the 
second. 

A family, as indicated previously, was defined as a group of 
two or more persons related by blood, mal"riage, or adoption 
and living together; all such persons were considered as mem
bers of one family. A family was "primary" if the family head 
was also head of the household, or "secondary" if the family 
head was not related to the household head or was in a quasi 
household. Secondary families were further classified on the 
basis of their relationship to the household head- -as lodgers, 
employees, or members of quasi households, 

A subfamily was a group of relatives within a primary 
family. Usually, this was a married couple with or without chil
dren living with relatives. It may also have been a parent and 
·one or more children living with relatives. For example, a 
widow and her 4-year old son were a subfamily when they lived 
with the widow's parents; they were also part of the primary 
family, of which her father was the head. Other than the head 
and wife, the only members of subfamilies were own children 
who were under 18 years of age and never married. 

In families with two or more married couples, the determi
nation of which was the primary family and which the subfamily, 
generally rested on the respondent's report of who was the head 
of the household. Thus, in two-generation families, either the 
father or the son might be reported as the head. The respond
ent's selection of the head probably depended on who owned or 
rented the house, who contl"ibuted mosttothefamily income, and 
who was in a dominant position for other reasons, 

Members of subfamilies were counted as members of the 
p1·imary family of which they were a part; but the characteristics 
and composition of subfamilies were also transcribed separately 
to provide information about those units. 

An unl."elated individual, like a family, was classified as 
"primary" if he was head of a household, or "secondary" if he 
was a lodger, employee, or member of a quasi household. 

Not all population lines in the sample were used for the 
family study. Information was transcribed only for persons who 
were heads of primary, secondary, or subfamilies; or who were 
primary or secondary individuals. In addition, data were tran
scribed for males who had never been married but who were not 
heads of units; these data were for a special study of ever
married males by duration of marriage and related subjects. 
Data for other family members who fell on the selected sample 
lines were not transcribed, 

Each type of unit represented by the persons selected was 
given a code t.o identify it in tabulation. ;r'he decisions previously 
made in coding household relationship and family status of 
persons helped to identify the units. 

The following chara'.cteristics of the family were transcribed. 
for each family head: the type (primary, secondary, or subfam
ily), the size, the number of own children in each age group, and 
the presence of other related children and of aged persons, For 
primary family heads (those who were also heads of households), 
information was transcribed on other persons living in the 
household- - subfamilies, unrelated persons, and married couples. 

The labor-force participation of the family was indicated by 
the nurnber of members in the labor force, in the paid labor 
force, and unemployed, Income of the entire family was classi
fied by source--wage and salary, self-employment, or other. 1f 
the family head was married and the wife was in the household, 
information was transcribed on her age and employment and in
cluded on the F card. 

For secondary and subfamily heads and for secondary indi
viduals, information was transcribed on relationship to the head 
of the household. These data show how many sons or daughters 
and how many parents lived as subfamilies and how many em'
ployees, lodgers, and quasi household residents were heads of 
secondary families. 

Secondal"y family heads and secondary individuals in quasi 
households were also classified according to the type of quasi 
household--institution, large or small rooming house, convent, 
military barl"acks, etc. 

Information was transcribed in the form of codes. In some 
cases, codes were simply copied from the population schedule; 
in other cases, the schedule entry was coded in transcription. 
With some exceptions, the entries or codes on the schedule were 
accepted without question, 

Some errors in relationship, sex, marital status, and family 
status wel"e corrected in transcription. If an error in relation
ship involved a household head, however, no correction was
made, because the family card for a primary family head or a 
primary individual was to be matched with a housing card for the 
household head; a change in the primary family head would have 
resulted in a failure to match the cards and a loss of information 
for that unit. This rule was not followed when a female, married, 
spouse present, was classified as a household head on the popu
lation schedule. As indicated above, the returns for such cases 
were to have been changed in the coding process so that the hus
band would be the head. If the coders failed to make the change, 
such a ''head'' would have been mechanically corrected to "wife'' 
in the tabulation process. The head ofa secondary family or of a 
subfamily could, of course, be changed to another relationship 
classification, 

The marital status of a fantlly head was corrected to ''mar
ried, spouse present," if his wife was present even if she had 
been put in some other marital status category on the population 
schedule. The classification, "married, spouse present," was 
changed if the spouse was not in the household. 

1n the family transcription, cases with no report on number 
of times married and years in present marital status for family 
heads or other ever-married males Vllere so recorded; these 
cases were allocated in the fertility transcription. 

Transcription of economic items followed, in general, the 
rules for coding econontlc items for persons. In coding employ
ment status of the wife, however, a simplified recode was used. 

The family transcription was verified on a sample basis. 
The error rates in this and fertility transcription were relatively 
low. The use of selected employees who had coded the population 
schedules and close supervision of the work probably accounted 
for the low rates. 

Fol" heads of households, the characteristics of the head and 
the housing information were obtained from the PH cards (the 
20-percent sample of housing cards), Other characteristics of 
households came from the F cards, which were punched from the 
family transcription sheets. These two sets of cards were col
lated and the combined information was transferred to magnetic 
tape for tabulation on the Univac. For heads of secondary families 
and subfamilies, secondary individuals, and other ever-married 
males, all items were transcribed; hence only the F cards were 
used. 

Fertility 

Information on fertility was obtained by classifying women 
who had been married by the number of children they had borne. 
Item 38 on the population schedule, "How many children has she 
ever borne, not counting stillbirths?" was aaked especially for 
the fertility study of women who had been married. Other data 
on the schedule which were particularly useful for the study were 
the information on times married (item 36), on the duration of 
marital status (item 37), and on the number of children under the 
age of five who were living with the mother. 

A 3 1/3 -percent sample of the population was used for the 
fertility study; and the questiononchildreneverborne was asked 
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only of women who had been married and who were enumerated 
on the last sample line of the 30-line schedule. 

In areas with very small families or many vacant houses, the 
population schedule was not filled as far as the last sample line. 
To correct for possible bias, other sample lines on the incom
plete population schedules (called "supplemental samplelines") 
were selected during processing to replace the unfilled sample 
lines. 

To effect economies, the sample was reducedfrom3 1/3 per
cent to 2./3 of 1 percent in New York City, and to 1 1/9 percent in 
other heavily populated areas. The reduction was made by tran
scribing data from every fifth population schedule in New York 
City and from every third schedule in the other areas. 

Some of the data needed for the fertility study were taken 
from the population (P) card for the woman. Most of it, however, 
was transcribed from the population schedule to the fertility 
transcription sheet, from which the fertility (G) card was 
punched. The C and P cards were then matched and the informa
tion needed from the P card was mechanically reproduced on the 
C card, 

The data transcribed '~om the population schedule to the 
fertility transcription sheet included not only the relevant infor-

mation about the woman, but also information about her husband- -
his age, birthplace, employment status, and occupation- -and 
information on the number of her children under the age of five 
in the household. Ages of the eight oldest children were also 
entered if the mother fell in the sample selected for the study 
of child spacing. Procedures for transcribing fertility data were 
generally similar to those for transcribing family data. 

For all women enumerated on the supplemental sample lines, 
and for some enumerated on last sample lines, information for 
items 36, 37, and 38 was lacking. Women enumerated on the 
supplemental sample lines were usually from areas where fam
ilies were small. Moreover, a sample of 1950 Census schedules 
disclosed that nonreports on children ever borne (item 3B) were 
generally for women with few or no children in the household. 
Accordingly, fertility rates based solely on women for whom 
information was reported in item 38 {number of children ever 
borne) would represent the larger families and would overstate 
the degree to which the population tended to reproduce itself. 
Estimates were therefore made for the mis sing information. They 
were based on information from a sample of about 60,000 ever
married women enumerated on last sample lines of the 1950 
population schedules. 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY RESIDENCE OF POPULATION BY REGIONS: 

Rural 
Form 

Rural 
Non form 

Urban 

Total United States Population 
150,697, 361 

CENSUS OF 1950 

Rural 
Form 

/"'kc~-~ 
r' 



66 QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF LIVING QUARTERS r?.ndflo-or 

bed-Uvlng room bod-llvlno room 

'kUchen 

c:o1,1rt 

kitcl'ltn 

bed-llvlno room 

B 

kltchtn bedroom 

A 
bedroom. llYlng room 

bedroom b•droorn 

kltch1n badti:iom 

dlnlno room 
llvlno rooll'l'I 

l-Single-ft1mily house 

A .fanncr, his wife, iir.d their five small 
children occupy the whole house. 

The. cnt~r-c; house is occupied by only one 
fmmly; lt is one dwelling unit. 

For 0 Typc of Living Quarters u check 
hox 1, ~·1-Ioust:, apartment, flnt." 1 

2-Regular apartment house 

This is a floor of a r~gular apRrtment 
houiic, Each numbered unit is occupied 
by a r.ou plc 01• by a person living alpne:. 

Ap::irtmer;its I, 21 3, 4, and 7 have sepa
rate cooking equ1p-1ncnt and therefore are 
sc11ar}llC dwelling units. Apartments 5 
and Ci are onc-roo1n apaI"tment.s in a regu
lar apartrncnt house and arc separate 
dwelling units even though they have no 
separate cooking equiprnent and consist 
of only one room. 

For each of the seven apartments, check 
box 1, ur-Iousc, apartment, flat. u 

3-House with related fa m 11 y 
group-two dwelling units 

A widowed 1nothcr occupies the three 
rooms labeled A. She has a coal stove 
which she uses for cooking. 

Her SOI\ and hts wife live here, too, but 
they have two rooms of their own. labeled 
D. The son and wife cook their meals 
on their 3-burner electric hotplate. 

A .nnd B nrc separate ciwe11ing units be
cause each hns separate cooking equip
ment. (A hns n regular r-;tove, and B hils 
a hotpfate which the occupants use for 
prcpari,-,g meals.) 

For each of the two dwelling units, check 
bmc l, "}louse, npartmcnt1 flat. 11 

4-House with related family group 
and lodgers-one dwelling unit 

Thhi house is occupied by ii. man ;:md his 
wifc

1 
their married daughtel' and her hus· 

band, and two lodgers. 

The married daughter an~ her h?sbnnd 
do not have their awn co.?kmg equipment 
nor do they have cxclus1vc use o{ two or 
rnon~ rooms with separate entrance. Tlke 
lodgers share one room and have no coo ~ 
ing'equip1ncnt. 

Neither the youngc1• couple nor. the l,?d~-
I · parnte dwelling unit. 1 heir 

c~.1::r~~ ~:: ~ombincd with the qua:tcrs 
cir •the head and wife, and the comb1ned 
quilrters contain fewer than 10 lodgers. 

The entire house constitutes one dwelling 
unit. 
Check hox 1, oHousc, apartment, flat." 

bedroom 

bedroom 

D 

c llvln9 room 
A 

B bed room 

btdroom llvlno room 

B 

kltchtn 

A 
llvlnCJ room bt-droom 

EB EB 
EE EB 
. ~EB 

5-Dwelling units with two or more 
rooms and separate entrance 

A man and his wife occupy the rooms on 
the first floor. A married couple and 
their daughter occupy the three rooms 011 
the second floor. Al though the two fam
ilies cook at different times and eat sepa
rately, they use the same kitchen. Ench 
of the quarters has its own entrance. 

Neither the first-floor unit nor the second .. 
floor unit has se.parate cooking equipment. 
However, each of the quarters is a sepa
rate dwelling unit because each has two 
or more rooms and a separate entrance. 
(For the count of rooms, the shared 
kitchen is counted with the first-floor 
unit.) 
For each of the two dwelling units, check 
box 11 "House, apartment, llflt.11 

6-0ne-room dwelling units with 
separate cooking equipment 

The:,owncl' converted his house to accom .. 
modatc several families. He kept three 
rooms (labeled A) including a kitchen 
with a gas range, for his own use. He 
furnished the remaining rooms, B1 C, and 
D, as studio rooms with 2-burncr gas hot
pla tcs for cooking, 
A mother and daughter live in BJ a man 
and his wife in C, and one woman in D. 
The woman in D seldom cooks but the oc~ 
cupants of the other quarters use thefr 
stoves for preparing practically all their 
meals. 

Each of the four quarters is a separate 
dwelling unit because each has separate 
cooking equipment. {A has a regular 
gas range i D and C have hotplates which 
the occupants use for preparing meals; 
and the hotplate in D is considered sepa
rate cooking equipment because most of 
the quarters in the structure have cook
ing equipment for preparing meals.} 
For each of the four dwelling units, check 
box 1, "House, apartment, fla.t. 11 

7-Vacant dwelling unit 

A man, his wife, and son occupy the three 
rooms labeled A. They have a regular 
gas stove for cooking. 

The wife says there are three vacant 
rooms in the bock (labeled B). The 
previous tenants in B had their own gas 

·range which they took with them. The 
new tcmmts will move in tomorrow. 

A and B are separate dwcllin1:5 tmits ~e
cnuse each has separate cookmg eqmp
mcnt. {The vacant dwelling unit D. is 
considered as having separate cooking 
equipment because the previous occupants 
had n. regular range 'for cooking.) 

For each of the two dwelling units, check 
box l, 11House, apartment, fiat. 11 

8-Large rooming h o u s e - non-
dwelling-unit quarters 

The landlady has a room and kitchen on 
the first floor. She sublets the remaining 
11 rooms in the house as sleeping rooms, 
with one person occupying each room. 

The woman in room 6 has a } .. burner 
electric hotplate which she uses for oc ... 
casional snacks. The other roomers have 
no cooking facilities. 

None of the lodgers' quarters are separate 
dwelling units because none ha.ve separate 
cooking cquipme~t 01• two or more rooms 
with s~parate entrance. (Room 6 ..is not 
considered as having separate cooking 
equipment; it has only a hotplate for cc .. 
casional use.) 

The lodgers' quarters are combined with 
the landlady's quarters. Because the 
combined quarters of the head and lodg .. 
ers c-ontain °10 or more lodgers," enu
merate the combination ns one nondwcll
ing-unit quarters. 

Check box X, 11Nondwelling-unit quar
ters." 
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