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(The Fables presented here are preprints of tables 166, 169, 172, and 273, or portions thereof, from
Flngl Report PC(1)-1D, which is scheduled to be published in several months and which will contain
additional summary information on the detailed characteristics of the population)

There were 4%1.4% million persons 5 to 20
years old enrolled in regular schools in the
United States (exclusive of Alaska and Hawail)
at the time of the 1960 Census, representing
an approximate doubling of the 21.3 million
enrclled in 1920. This increase in enrollment
1s a reflection not only of the change in the
size of the population for this age group,
which increased from 33.3 million to 50.7
nillion during the 40-year period, but also of
inereases in the percent of the population
that was enrolled at each year of age. Both
the number and percent enrolled increased,
from 1920 to 1960, for each single year of age
5 to 205 however, the increases were most pro-
nounced at ages 5 and 6, when kindergarten and
elementary school are begun, and at ages 17 to
20, when high school is being completed and
college is being started. Enrollment rates in
1960 were similar for males and females at
ages 5 to 14 but were higher for males at ages
15 and over.

In both 1950 and 1960, enrollment rates
were generally higher for whites than nonwhites
at each single year of age 5 to 203 however,
the increase in enrollment rates over the dec-
ade was as great for nonwhites as for whites
at all ages and, infact, greater for nonwhites
at age 5 and ages 16 to 18.

The relative amount of school retarda-

tion'" can be measured by calculating the per-
centage of chlildren at a given age who were
attending a grade below the modal grades for
that age. The percentage of children who
attended grades below the modal grades was
much lower in 1960 than in 1950. For example,
at age twelve, 11 percent were 'retarded" in
1960 as compared with 22 percent in 1950.
(For both 1960 and 1950, pupils 12 years old
were counted as retarded if they were enrolled
below the sixth grade.) "Retardation" was
greater at age 12 for boys than girls, for
nonwhites than whites, and for children in
public than in private schools. Generally,
the relative amount of "retardation" increased
with age, 1ndicating that at each age those
pupils who have previously fallen behind in
their school progress are joined by others of
their age group who are being '"left back" for
the first time.

Of the 13.4 million persons 14 to 24 years
0ld in +the 50 States and the District of Co-
lumbia who were not enrolled in school in 1960,
about 5.9 million, or 45 percent, were not
high school graduates. Low average education
attainment characterized the younger of these
persons not enrolled in school, most of whom
constitute ‘'school dropouts.”  Thus, among
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17-year-old youths who were not enrolled in
school at the time of the census, 84 percent
of the boys "and 76 percent of the girls had
not finished high schooly 20 percent of the
boys and 13 percent of the girls had not even
completed the eighth grade. Among 1l6-year-old
boys, 92 percent of those enrolled in school
were in high school or college whereas only 69
percent of the "dropouts" at that age had com-
pleted elementary school.

Enrollment rates by single years of age 5
to 24 were generally highest in the West and
lowest 1n the South. At age 16, when an ap-
preciable number of youths first drop out of
school, the percent enrolled in school was
highést in Oregon and Hawaii, among the States,
and lowest in South Carolina and Kentucky.

Statistliecs from the April 1960 Census on
school and college enrollment may be compared
with data from the Current Population Survey
taken in October 1959, the beginning of the
same school year. Three general findings
emerge from this comparisen: (1) Totals of en-
rollment below the college level from the two
sources were guite similar (within 1 percent of
each other). (2) College enrollment according
to the 1960 Census was about 12 percent lower
than college enrollment according to the Cur-
rent Population Survey. An inguiry made of a
sample of colleges and universities showed,
however, that nearly all of the differences

probably could be accounted for by attrition
in college enrollment between the fall and
spring, rather than from the undercounting of
cgllege students in the census.  (3) Enroll-
ment by age differed somewhat between the two
sources. Most of this difference could be ex-
plained by shifts in age distribution between
the fall and spring; for example, the enroll-
ment rate for persons 18 and 19 years old was
higher in the census because many high school
senliors who were 17 or 18 years old in October
became 18 or 19 inApril, before they completed
high school.

The statistics for 1960 in this report
were obtained from a 25-percent sample, con-
sisting of one household out of every four
(and of one person out of every four persons
not in households). There may be differences
between comparable distributions in this report
and in other reports of the 1960 Census of
Population because of sampling variabllity or
errors in processing. Definitions of the terms
used in this report, explanations of collec-
tion and processing procedures, and a state-
ment on sampling varlability may be found in
the introduction to any of the reports in the
PC(1)~1D series.

An outline of the publication program for
the 1960 Census of Population may be obtained
free of charge from the Bureau of the Census,
Washington 25, D.C., or from any U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce Field Office.
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3.2

(Statistics for persons emrolled in school include children emrolled in Xindergarten)

Table 273.--FERCENT ENROLLED IN SCHOOL, BY SINGLE YEARS OF AGE, BY REGIONS, DIVISIONS, AND STATES: 1960
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